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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	Klukwan-HHPG



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010435798



	Start Date:	
	10/31/2024



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	Chilkat Indian Village, HC 60, Box 2207 Haines AK, 99827



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Tim Ewing




	Certifying Officer:
	Brian Willard



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business information.  

	
	By checking this box, I attest that as a preparer, I have no financial or other interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental review.



	Additional Location Information:

	N/A



	Direct Comments to:
	submit written comments on the ERR to the Chilkat Indian Village at bwillard@chilkat-nsn.gov or mailed to the Chilkat Indian Village, 32 Chilkat Ave, Haines, AK, 99827



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The Village of Klukwan is an ancient Tlingit village located in Southeast Alaska on the Chilkat River. Klukwan is 21 miles north of Haines Alaska and 18 miles south of the Canadian border. With 88 year round residents and 39 occupied homes, Klukwan is the main cultural and demographic hub of the Chilkat Indian Village (CIV), a federally recognized Indian Tribal Government with members spread across the region. After completing a housing survey together with NREL Alaska, It was clear that most homes in Klukwan do not meet health and safety standards and need immediate remediation. The Goal of this project is to remediate up to 50 homes and provide healthy homes outreach to CIV tribal members and Native American/ Alaska Native people in the Chilkat Valley of Southeast Alaska. This environmental review encompasses the Chilkat Valley, which includes Klukwan, Mosquito Lake, Wells, Covenant Life, Haines, Mud Bay, Tanani, and Lutak; though it is anticipated that most of the homes remediated through this grant will be located in Klukwan. This project is expected to last 42 months, consisting of a 12 month start up phase, 24 months of ongoing surveys, remediation work, and outreach, and 6 months of close out activities. The likely remediation that will be completed are: installing smoke/CO alarms, electrical inspection and repair, plumbing repairs, heating appliance repairs, accessibility retrofits, ventilation improvements, fire safety, pest management, repair or replacement of broken windows or doors, and other repairs as needed. Radon will be assessed on a site by site basis and remediated when necessary.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
241114_Chilkat-Valley-Definition.pdf
Klukwan Map.png

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	5 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	50



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
CIV ER signature page.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	



Funding Information 

	Grant / Project Identification Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount

	AKHHP0126-24
	Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control
	 
	$1,000,000.00



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$1,000,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$1,159,771.23




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes      No
	There are no military airports located within 15,000 feet of the project area. The only civilian airport that is located in the Chilkat Valley. While the airport is located in the vicinity of Haines, there are no potential remediation sites within 2,500 feet of the civilian airport. This can be seen on the attached map titled Haines Airport.

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	This project is located in a state that does not contain CBRS units. Therefore, this project is in compliance with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	This project will improve up to 50 homes in Chilkat Valley, Alaska. This area includes the communities: Klukwan, Mosquito Lake, Wells, Covenant Life, Haines, Mud Bay, Tanani, and Lutak. Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under the Clean Air Act and follows the Clean Air Act. The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) website does not list any of the above listed communities as a community with air pollution concerns. (Air Pollution in Alaska Communities available at: https://dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms/communities/. Accessed: November 18, 2024.) The location does not appear on any of the nonattainment maps obtained from the EPA Greenbook as reviewed on November 18, 2024, specifically for SO2, ozone, lead, ambient air, PM2.5 or PM10. The project meets the Air Quality Act standards.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	According to https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/landconservation/state/, the only coastal zone management area in Alaska is Kachemak Bay and only projects within the targeted watershed boundary. The project area in Chilkat Valley, Alaska is not located near the coastal zone management area or within the watershed boundary. In the Coastal Zone Management Map, Kachemak Bay is marked in red, and the approximate project area is marked in blue. This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	This project will have No Effect on listed species due to the nature of the activities involved in the project. This project is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. According to the Information for Planning and Consultation website from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Short-tailed Albatross is the only listed species, and there are no critical habitats located within the Chilkat Valley.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	This project does not include any of the following activities: development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion. While the project will involve rehabilitation of single-family homes, it will be for the purpose of making the houses healthier to live in and not for the purpose of increasing residential density. Furthermore, according to https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program the closest location listed on the website is south of the project area in the Chilkat Valley near Juneau. Attached is a map showing from https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	This project will not include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land, or conversion, that could potentially convert one land use to another. The project does not include acquisition of undeveloped land or conversion. The project makes improvements to the interiors of existing homes. There are no Prime or Unique Farmlands in the State of Alaska or Farmlands of Statewide Importance. The project will not convert agricultural lands to non-agricultural uses.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes      No
	Of the communities that are included in this environmental review, only Haines has been mapped in the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map System. It is possible that potential remediation sites are located in a FFRMS floodplain. However, the 8-step process is inapplicable per 55.13(b), financial assistance for minor repairs or improvements on one- to four-family properties that do not meet the thresholds for ''substantial improvement'' under s.55.2(b)(12).''. No ground disturbance would occur. Site specific analysis will not be required for homes selected for improvements in the Chilkat Valley. The FEMA Flood Map Service Center has a map for the area which shows that FEMA has only mapped Haines, Alaska in the project area. The map is available at: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=klukwan and was accessed on November 22, 2024

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes      No
	This project will not provide for any new construction or major rehabilitation. Therefore, it is in compliance with Noise Abatement and Control without site-specific noise analysis. Additionally, some Healthy Homes intervention activities have unintended consequences of noise attenuation, such as sealing cracks/holes, improving insulation, and improving the building envelope.

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	This project will not involve activities beyond rehabilitation of existing buildings. Please see the attached Healthy Homes Policies and Workplan, which contains the project objective and a description of the scope of work. The main project goal is to perform healthy homes remediation on homes in Klukwan, Alaska. Also, there are no EPA-designated sole source aquifers in Alaska. The map is available at https://www.epa.gov/dwssa and was accessed on October 18, 2024.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	This project does not include new construction, expansion of a building footprint, or ground disturbance. Please see the attached Healthy Homes Policies and Workplan, which contain the project objective and description of the scope of work. The main project goal is to perform healthy homes remediation on homes in Klukwan, Alaska. All improvements are to the interior of homes and ground disturbance is not proposed. The project will not impact wetlands.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	While Alaska does have rivers that are in the Nationwide Rivers Inventory, none are near the project location in the Chilkat Valley. See the attached map from the Nationwide Rivers Inventory as well as a map from the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system, in both maps the project area is indicated in red. The map is available at: https://www.rivers.gov/map and was accessed on November 22, 2024.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes      No
	No adverse environmental impacts were identified during this project's environmental review. This project also focuses on remediating homes that have a household income of 80% of the area median income or less. According to US Census Bureau's 2022 American Community Survey, the population of Klukwan is 67, of which 15 are under 18 years of age (approximately 22.4% of the population), and 19 are over 62 years old (approximately 28.4% of the population). Of the population, 55.2% are American Indian or Alaska Native, and 29.9% identify as two or more races. The percentage of children nationwide (data for CRCA were unavailable) among American Indian and Alaska Native children under the age of 18 that were ever told they have asthma is 18%. There are a total of 54 housing units and 30 households, and an employment rate of 93.2%. The median household income of Klukwan is not available, but the mean household income is listed as $49,487, while the median household income in Alaska is $86,631. 25% of Klukwan residents from the age of 18 to 64 years old live below the poverty level, with 21.6% of American Indian or Alaska Native residents below the poverty level, and 30% of residents identifying as two or more races. WIC/SNAP: US Census Bureau estimates that 36.7% of households in Klukwan receive food stamps or SNAP benefits. 13 households include at least one person 65 years or older. Medicaid: an estimated 1 in 3 people in Alaska are receiving Medicaid or CHIP benefits (260,981 out of 736,990). All the total population of 67 are under Medicare, Medicaid, and VA healthcare. Statistics for Klukwan CDP from come from https://data.census.gov/.   This project will benefit the health and environment of the residents and community by rehabilitating existing homes to be healthier. The project does not have a disproportionately high or adverse human health or environmental impact on low-income or minority populations.



Supporting documentation
CIV HH Policies and Workplan(4).docx
CoastalZoneManagementMapKlukwan.JPG
EndangeredSpeciesMapKlukwan.JPG
CIV HH Policies and Workplan.docx
CIV HH Policies and Workplan(1).docx
Haines FIRM.tif
FloodInsuranceandFloodplainManagement(1).png
SoleSourceAquifer.png
CIV HH Policies and Workplan(3).docx
WildandScenic.png
NRI Chilkat Valley.png
Haines Airport Map.png
ExplosiveAndFlammableHazards.png
CIV HH Policies and Workplan(2).docx

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	FEMA has only mapped Haines, AK within the project area. According to the FIRM, there is a Special Flood Hazard Area in Haines. There are no other Special Flood Hazard Areas located in the Chilkat Valley. Haines Borough does participate in the National Flood Insurance Program, specifically the city of Haines. The FEMA Flood Map Service Center has a map for the project area which shows that FEMA has only mapped Haines, AK and has not mapped the rest of the project area. The map is available at: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=klukwan and was accessed on November 22, 2024. A site analysis will be completed for each residence that is accepted into the program. Project staff will determine if each site is located in a special flood hazard area (SFHA) or not. For sites that are located in a SFHA, project staff will ensure that either the building is covered under a flood insurance policy, or the site will receive less than $10,000 of improvements from the project funding.

	2
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	In a preliminary effort, NEPAssist (https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/nepamap.aspx) and EPAMapper (https://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/interactivemap/) were checked for Superfund Sites, Hazardous waste sites, or toxic release sites. There is one Hazardous Waste Site within a 1-mile radius of Klukwan CDP, but no homes are located within a 1-mile radius. None were documented within Klukwan. The Alaska DEC Contaminated Sites map was checked for contaminated sites. None are currently registered in or within 2,000 ft of Klukwan CDP.  A site visit will be conducted at each subject site to document if there are visible dumps, landfills, industrial sites, or other locations containing or releasing toxic, hazardous, or radioactive materials, chemicals, or hazardous wastes nearby. On-site conditions will be documented via a written summary and photographs of the surrounding environment. The ADEC Contaminated, Landfill, & Groundwater Plume sites databases (available via ADEC Webmaps at https://dec.alaska.gov/das/gis/apps/) , the ADEC UST/LUST (https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/tanks/), and EPA NEPAssist (https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist) GIS databases will be assessed for facility records within one mile of each project parcel. For any regulated facility in the one-mile radius area currently in regulatory non-compliant status, per NEPAssist, an 'ECHO-detailing report' will be completed to determine the nature of the facility non-compliance and potential for pathways of contamination to the project parcel. If pathways of contamination exist from the non-compliant facility, the site-specific project will be denied HUD assistance. Approved site-specific projects will be approved with the condition 'Identified lead-based paint hazards, soil and/or dust indicated on the property's Lead Inspection and Risk Assessment (LIRA) Report will be mitigated through interim controls, hazard abatement, or a combination thereof and verified by a post mitigation Lead Report.' Every site, unless it meets exemption requirements, will be tested for radon levels prior to any work being completed. If radon is found beyond de minus levels, mitigation will be addressed.

	3
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	Klukwan does not have any buildings on the National Register of Historic Places in Alaska, a list accessed on 10/25/34 from the Alaska Department of Natural Resources website. There are six sites located in Haines that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). There is a programmatic agreement for healthy homes projects from the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), please see attached Appendix A for the exempted activities. The programmatic agreement only restricts activities on residential or non-residential buildings, structures or facilities, and manufactured homes forty-fives years or older. If sites that are 45 years or older or are listed in the NRHP are accepted into the program and require modifications beyond what is listed as exempt on the programmatic agreement, project staff will contact the Alaska SHPO to complete a section 106 review and will ensure retrofits are completed in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. If the remediations cannot be completed within accordance of the guidelines, those remediations will not be completed.


Supporting documentation 
Haines FIRM(1).tif
NEPAssist Map 1mile.png
EPAEnviroatlas Map.png
CIV HH Policies and Workplan(5).docx
App A Listed Activities HUD Statewide PA.pdf
AK DEC Contaminated SItes Map.png
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