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Hydropower cable 
on verge of failure 

Law proposed that would 
prohibit tailings damsArt teacher retires after 38 years

Scammer 
posing as 
Mayor Hill
steals from 
residents 

See CABLE page 3

2018 economy grows by $60 million

By Jenna Kunze
It starts with a generic question. 

A one-liner email appears in your 
inbox from what appears to be 
Haines Borough Mayor Jan Hill. 

“Are you available?”  
The recipient responds. It 

escalates.
“The mayor says, ‘I’m in a bind. 

I’m stuck in Juneau and I lost my 
wallet, can you do me the favor of 
going and getting gift cards and 
emailing me the information?’ You 
think, ‘Mayor Jan Hill needs me!’” 
borough manager Debra Schnabel 
relayed this week, detailing two 
scam attempts to extract $800 from 
a Haines resident and a borough 
employee member by posing as 
Hill via email.

The initial scam robbed a 
community member of $500 that 
was never recovered, Schnabel 

See SCAM page 9

By Jenna Kunze
The submarine cable that brings 

hydroelectric power to Haines has 
been damaged and could fail at any 
time, Alaska Power & Telephone 
officials warned this week. Such 
failure would force Haines to fire 
up its diesel generators downtown 
and would likely drive up prices.

“It’s going to fail,” AP&T 
operations manager Darren Belisle 
told the CVN. “It could be 
tomorrow, it could be a year from 
now. We’re just getting the word 
out that this is coming.”

Belisle said the company 
recognized the damaged cable 
earlier this month in the process 
of starting up its Kasidaya plant 
three miles south of Skagway. 
He said the fiber optics that allow 
communication between two 
plants went dead, and AP&T sent 
a remote-operated submarine into 
the water to examine the cable.

The cable had moved, and the 
outer covering on the line was 
damaged. “It’s been pushed 70 to 

80 feet from where it lay, so it’s 
under a lot of tension right now,” 
Belisle said. 

The submarine cable isn’t 
buried, though in some places 
it’s covered by silt, Belisle said. 
The cable’s position in the river 
delta puts it in the path of small 
landslides and shifting currents, 
which have moved it for the first 
time since it was placed in 1998, 
Belisle said. 

Belisle said that AP&T is just 
starting to look at the cost of 
replacing the cable. 

Without a cable replacement, 
Haines would have to run a backup 
diesel plant 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, Belisle said. The 
effect to consumers would be a 
price hike, depending on the cost 
of diesel at the time.

“It’s just more expensive to 
make power from diesel than 
to make it from hydro,” Belisle 
said. “Let’s say Haines is using 

Big Air

By Jenna Kunze 
Roughly $60 million more 

came into the Haines Borough 
economy last year, creating close 
to a 10 percent increase in sales 
tax revenue from 2017.

In a year-end sales tax revenue 
report released last week, the 
Haines Borough reported $3.3 
million in revenue, marking a 
third year of steady increase across 
nearly all industries. 

Retail, tourism and petroleum 
and auto accounted for the largest 
grossing industries for sales tax 
revenue. 

Retail, including groceries, 
liquor and clothing, increased 
by nearly 4 percent—or about 
$63,000. The retail industry 
contributed close to $886,000 to 
the Haines Borough in 2018.

The tourism industry —the next 
largest revenue sector — increased 
at nearly 14 percent from 2017 and 
brought in nearly $624,000 in sales 
tax revenue.

Haines Borough tourism 
director Carolann Wooton said that 
number is low. Revenue grossed by 
tourism is bigger than it appears, 
and spread across all industries.

“Anything you see from May 
to October could be correlated 
to tourism,” she said. “You can 
definitely say short-term lodging 
goes directly to tourism, gift shops 
and art seasonally goes to tourism. 
Anything to do with eating and 
drinking or lodging, that all has 
to do with tourism.”

The petroleum and auto industry, 
including auto mechanics, parts 
and fuel, saw the largest increase 

this year at 7 percent, or about 
$92,000.

Paul Nelson, president at 
Bigfoot Auto, attributes the growth 
to construction and tourism. 

“We had our biggest year ever,” 
Nelson said this week. “There 
was a lot going on last summer 
with more construction and more 
tourism.” 

On Tuesday, assembly member 
Heather Lende asked the borough 
manager why fuel tax saw such 
a large increase. Manager Debra 
Schnabel said she did not know. 

“When I saw the CFO’s report, 
I immediately equated it to the 
road project,” assembly member 
Brenda Josephson said. 

Construction revenue saw the 
See TAX on page 8

By Jenna Kunze
An ordinance that would 

prohibit underwater storage of 
hazardous materials within one 
mile of any surface body of 
water in the Haines Borough was 
introduced to the assembly by its 
newest member Will Prisciandaro 
on Tuesday.

Hazardous materials are defined 
under Alaska statute as “waste 
that exhibits the characteristic 
of toxicity, persistence, or 
carcinogenicity.”

“This will regulate facilities 
that would store hazardous waste 
under water’s surface or within a 
water storage,” Prisciandaro said. 
“There’s no industries currently in 
the borough that this would affect 
right now.”

Tailings dams contain waste 
materials,  left over from separating 
the desired minerals from ore, in 
water to create a buffer between the 
material and the air which prevents 
harmful chemical reactions that 
result in pollution.

Sometimes those dams fail, 
which happend recently at 
mining sites at Mount Polley 
in British Columbia, Canada in 
2014 and in Brazil earlier this 
year. When the dams failed, 
millions of gallons of waste were 
released into the environment and 
nearby waterways. Prisciandaro 
referenced the dam failures as 
reason to consider the regulation. 

Mount Polley failed due to 
an unstable foundation built 
on overlooked glacial layers 
beneath the dam, according to 
an analysis report conducted by 
an independent review panel 
afterwards.

“The problem with aqueous 

storage is that our region is subject 
to seismic activity, heavy rainfall, 
avalanches,” Prisciandaro said. 
“Water is very mobile.” 

Prisciandaro said he wanted 
to limit the restriction to water 
so as not to affect any industry 
storing solid hazardous waste like 
dynamite, which is less likely to 
affect rivers and streams.

A tailings dam is the most 
common waste disposal solution 
for mining operations, according 
to a Reuters article on the Brazilian 
dam failure. 

“Water is essential in the 
grinding and processing of mineral 
ore for the extraction of the 
contained metal, which means 
that the waste takes the form of 
a slurry of water and mineral 
particles,” journalist Andy Home 
wrote. “It is this slurry that is stored 
in a tailings dam and which can 
cause such devastation if the dam 
is breached.”

An alternative to dam storage 
of mining waste is the dry stack 
method. 

Dry stacked tailings systems 
are not economically feasible for 
larger mines, according to Mining 
Magazine, though they eliminate 
the possibility of tailing runoff, 
dam failure, or groundwater 
contamination.

Pebble Mine, a proposed copper 
and gold mine in Bristol Bay, the 
world’s largest fishery for sockeye 
salmon, is pending federal permit 
approval by 2020. The proposed 
project would have a tailings dam 
with a 600-foot embankment.

The volume of mine tailings 
and waste rock produced from the 
smallest mine proposed would be 
See STORE page 10

See TEACH page 4

By Sarah Chatta
Haines School’s longest serving 

teacher, Linnus Danner, won this 
year’s Champion of the Arts in 
Education award from the Alaska 
Arts Education Consortium 
(AAEC). Danner has been named 
a Champion of the Arts because 
of her commitment to “positively 
impact the lives of students and 
their communities,” according 
to the announcement. The award 
coincides with the news of 
Danner’s retirement after 38 years 
of teaching art to generations of 
Haines residents.

In nominating Danner for the 
award, Haines school principal 
Rene Martin wrote, “The evidence 
of this commitment is prominently 
and permanently displayed through 

the student art on the walls.”
Danner’s influence extends 

into the community. Haines is 
infused with the art of her former 
students: puppets made for local 
theatre, art in Ampersand gallery 
and the murals that hang from the 
American Legion post and other 
buildings about town. Danner 
constructed the stained-glass 
window in the pool entrance in 
her first year as a teacher, which 
is part of why the superintendent 
wanted to hire her.

Danner’s classroom hums with 
the heating and cooling of kilns. 
Tables spread neatly throughout 
the room, surrounded by clusters 
of stools painted in the spirit of 
Kandinsky, Picasso, Warhol, and 
Durer masterpieces. Where some 

teachers might hang inspirational 
quotes on the walls, Danner’s 
classroom has lists of what might 
be considered artistic principles: 
“Design, Create, Articulate,” 
says one. Her classroom displays 
detailed color palettes, some in the 
form of posters, others in the form 
of hanging mobiles of painted clay 
tiles, their colors unusual, ranging 
from plum brown, to quinacridone 
magenta. One need only step 
into her classroom to realize that 
Danner takes art seriously. 

On Monday mornings, Danner 
teaches a class of ninth and tenth 
graders. They enter the room 
energetically, find their seats, 
grab their palettes, brushes, and 

Carver Culbeck completes a backflip at the 2019 Olen Nash 
Memorial Big Air Competition. Courtney Culbeck photo.  
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The 2019 Olen Nash Memorial Big Air Contest was a great success!  
Thanks to the crowd, of about 40, for hiking up to egg us on, the 
judges-Luck Dunbar, Ira Henry, and Dennis Durr, and the GENEROUS 
donors: AK Backcountry Outfitters, AK Heli Guides, AK Sports Shop, 
Alpenglow Pizzeria, Delta Western, Fjordlines, Mike’s Bikes & Boards, 
Mt. Market, and SEABA for hooking it up!  There were 16 contestants 
that went big and fun was had by all.  

      Carver Culbeck 

During my stay I have been fortunate enough to attend several events 
in the Chilkat Center, but the most recent visit provided entertainment 
that was very professional for a neighborhood theater group. “Noises 
Off” has been a topic of conversation with my sweetheart for years. 
He fancies himself a worker, actor, director and lover of neighborhood 
theater and was thrilled that we would see “Noises Off” while we were 
here during our 9 month stay. Much to his delight he was selected to 
be a cast member.

Six days a week for two months the cast rehearsed tirelessly. The 
stage crew built a set that was not only beautiful but was also mobile. 
The décor and aesthetics of the set were fantastic.

Watching the crew separate the set then turn it around while moving 
furniture and props was an entertainment event of its own. My hat’s 
off to the set crew.

The main event was certainly the cast that showed us that a complex 
and fast-moving play with banter and physical comedy can be “nailed” 
by a talented group of folks from Haines. Haines should be shouting 
from the roof tops about the level of entertainment its residents provide.

“Noises Off” is one of the many things I’m thankful for in this 
beautiful community. Thanks for all who have made our winter stay 
simply fabulous!

          Carol Webb, Shell Knob, MO

To the people of Haines:
 The borough empathizes with the authors of the paid commentary 

(April 4, p. 4) attempting to document drug issues in our community.  
The Haines Police Chief is working with the Mayor, service providers 
and medical professionals as a Drug Task Force to ascertain the need 
for resources to address this issue.  Solutions to drug issues will not 
be found solely through enforcement, though this aspect of community 
wellness is certainly important.  As the work of the task force progresses, 
the administration will ensure that recommended resources are applied.

              In service,
     Debra Schnabel, Borough Manager

The Haines Borough’s Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
will be meeting Wednesday, April 17 at 6 p.m. in assembly chambers 
to consider a seasonal closure of the swimming pool. If this matter is 
important to you please attend the meeting for public comment.

I personally believe that we should not be diminishing recreational 
opportunities when government funding is being cut. When people have 
less money local recreation becomes vitally important for our physical 
health and mental wellbeing.

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.
          Jane Pascoe

Duly Noted

Thursday, April 11
Tourism Advisory Board, 11 a.m.. in 

assembly chambers.
Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 

assembly chambers.
Friday, April 12

Movie night, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Klukwan 
School. Showing: Guardians of the Galaxy 
and Spiderman into the Spiderverse.Adults $3, 
children $2. Concessions available. 
Saturday, April 13

Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting, 1 
p.m. at Klukwan Assembly of God Church.

Haines Little League Registration, 2:30-4:30 
p.m. at the public library. Open to children aged 
9-12. 
Sunday, April 14

Blessing of the Fleet, 3 p.m. at the small boat 
harbor. Reception to follow at the Presbyterian 
Church.
Tuesday, April 16

Port Safety & Security Committee and Mass 
Rescue Operations meetings, 11 a.m. in the 
assembly chambers.

Budget Committee of the Whole, 6:30 p.m. in 
the assembly chambers. 
Wednesday, April 17

Chilkat Bald Eagle Advisory Council 
meeting, 10 a.m. in the assembly chambers. 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, 
6 p.m. in the assembly chambers. 

Root Cellars of the Chilkat Valley, slide 
show, presentation and discussion, 6-8 p.m. at the 
public library. 
Thursday, April 18

River Talk, seven speakers will tell stories 
around the theme “Cheating death.” 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center, $7

Friday, April 19
Earth Day celebration, Plastic Pollution 

and Solutions, 6-8:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. 
Call 766-2185 for more information. Continues 
throughout the week. See ad page 2 for full 
schedule.  

KHNS Spring Wine Tasting, Friday 7-9:30 
p.m. at Harriet Hall. 
Saturday, April 20

Mario Benassi’s film “Toxic Treasure,” free 
screening at the Chilkat Center, 6 p.m.
Monday, April 22

Planning Commission training, 5 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers. 
Tuesday, April 23

Budget Committee of the whole, 5:30 p.m. in 
the assembly chambers. 

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers. 
Wednesday, April 24

Code Review Commission, 11 a.m. in the 
assembly chambers. 

Public Safety Commission, 5:30 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers. 
Thursday, April 25

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee, 
10:30 a.m. in the assembly chambers. 
Friday, April 26

Spring Fling, BBQ, square dance, family 
activities, white elephant auction. 5:30 p.m. at 
Harriet Hall. $10 general admission. Free for Fair 
members. 
Tuesday, April 30

Budget Committee of the Whole, 6:30 p.m. in 
the assembly chambers. 

The Rice Brothers concert, 7 p.m. at 
the Chilkat Center. Tickets cost $18 general 
admission, $15 members, $5 students. 

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Letters to the Editor
Big Air was a big success 
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Hats off to “Noises Off” cast and crew 
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Should the pool close seasonally? 

By Lexie DeWitt
Paige and Michael Hoy wel-

comed baby boy Connor Owen 
Hoy on April 8 at 5:51 p.m. He 
weighed 8 pounds 11 ounces and 
was 20 inches long. Michael was 
in the room for the delivery along 
with big brother Liam. The new 
family of four is doing well and 
is excited to get home, Paige 
said. 

The annual Olen Nash Me-
morial Big Air competition was 
held Saturday at the Haines pass. 
The participants are judged on 
air, style and landing. Ira Henry, 
Dennis Durr and Luck Dunbar 
served as judges. This year the 
event was organized by Haines 
High School junior Carver Cul-
beck. Luck had previously orga-
nized the competition but is now 
passing the torch to a younger 
generation. “It’s for the youth, 
and keeping it in the loop with 
them, with kids who get out and 
do stuff like that is important,” 
Luck said. He also added, “Every 
year it seems like the weather can 
seem bad but as soon as the event 
starts it always opens up and the 
sun shines.” Winner in the begin-
ner category was Dalton Henry, 
in the intermediate category Leo 
Wald, in the advance profes-
sional was Parkin Costain and 
the advanced was Kadin Dod-
dridge. Top three winners re-
ceived local prizes. 

Tiffany and Brooklyn De-
Witt have returned from a sunny 
week vacation in Lake Havasu, 
Arizona where Tiffany’s parents 
Toni and Charlie Dewitt have 
a home. Highlights included vis-
iting Duck and Karen Hess in 
Parker, Arizona and jet skiing. 
Tiffany enjoyed playing Texas 
Hold’em at a popular pub called 
Gallagher’s where she won first 
and second place. Before heading 
home, the family headed to Las 
Vegas where they attended their 

cousin Tina Turnbull’s birth-
day party at an aerial arts arena. 
Funds raised for Tina’s birthday 
were donated to her children’s 
camp called Camp Spin Off. 

Ted Cheney and Ted Hart and 
their families have returned from 
their friend Dave Dzenawagis’s 
funeral in Cape Cod. Dwen-
awagis died in an avalanche last 
month. Hart’s family brought 
Dave’s mother Linda and sister 
Amanda  copper Tlingit art jew-
elry pieces carved by Don Hotch 
and Cheney’s family brought 
them an Alaskan spruce tree. 

A chili dog fundraiser was a 
huge success at the Haines Se-
nior Center last weekend to help 
with medical expenses for Ozzy 
Hickman. Ozzy has a rare con-
genital heart disease called hy-
poplastic left heart syndrome. 
Usually children will undergo 
three heart surgeries and he is 
headed down for his third pro-
cedure. Ozzy and his mom Rita 
Brouillette will travel to Seattle 
soon and not return for a couple 
months to make sure all goes 
well. To support Ozzy and his 
family please head to GoFundMe 
to donate under, Ozzy’s Medical 
Expenses. 

Cambria Goodwin has re-
turned from winter surfing in 
Morocco and Bali. She also trav-
eled to Malaysia to visit family 
friends and finally finished her 
trip with a visit to California be-
fore heading back to Alaska. 

Kristy Schweinfus and her 
daughter Hazel spent a month 
and half enjoying the sun with 
her parents, Robert and Kath-
ryn Legassie, in Englewood, 
Florida. Hazel got to feed flamin-
gos and hold a baby alligator at 
Sarasota Jungle Garden and they 
also visited the Tampa Zoo and 
Magic Kingdom. “We had great 
weather most of the time and 
went to the beach at least once 

a week. Hazel’s favorite part of 
our trip was playing miniature 
golf and playing in the sand at 
the beach,” said Kristy. 

Matilda Rogers has released 
three original songs on the inter-
net music site SoundCloud under 
the title “T.” “She is 14 years old 
and took singing lessons with 
Theresa Land but now teaches 
herself as well as the piano and 
ukulele,” said her mother Laura 
Rogers. Rogers has won talent 
contests at the Southeast Alaska 
State Fair and performs at local 
showcases. 
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Subscribe to the CVN!
Support independent journalism in Haines.

In a café setting, locals share their stories and musicians share their music.

Thursday, April 18 in the Chilkat Center lobby
Theme: “Cheating death”

Sponsored by Lynn Canal Community Players & Alaska Arts Confluence

River Talk

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Land

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate
Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associate

Shop local - List your home with us!
Closing sale!

Last day of business is May 31st 

766-2779

OPEN 
Monday through 

Saturday
11-5 pm

Sale e� ective
4/1 - 5/31

312Main Street

50% off all yarn, books, 
needles, accessories

Mud Bay petitions against extraction 

Haines Little League 
Registration Open

Saturday, April 13, 2:30-
4:30 pm at the Public Library
Open to kids ages 9 - 12 (born 
between May 2006 and Aug. 
2010). Parent signature and 
original birth certifi cate are 
required at time of registration
$30 fee for the season (May - 
July 2018). 
Call Ann Fossman with 

questions 314-0251

1,000 kilowatts. You can make 
14 kilowatts with one gallon of 
diesel fuel.”

Currently, Haines is supplied 
with 100 percent of its power from 
the Skagway Borough through the 
submarine energy transmission 
cable. The cable runs from Goat 
Lake to Kasidaya, with Skagway 
in the middle. 

The damaged cable is located 
between Goat Lake and Kasidaya, 
which would only affect Haines if 
it fails.  Skagway’s energy needs 
could still be met by Goat Lake, 
Belise said.

CABLE from page 1

By Sarah Chatta
Mud Bay land owners brought 

forward a petition to the borough 
assembly’s Government Affairs 
and Services (GAS) Committee on 
Tuesday, calling for the prohibition 
of resource extraction in their 
neighborhood. Lutak residents 
said they felt “blindsided” by a 
proposal to add language in their 
zoning code that allows resource 
extraction. The committee 
ultimately voted to advance the 
revised ordinance to the next 
assembly meeting.

The old ordinance allowed 
for timber and other materials to 
be extracted based on a land to 
resource ratio. The new ordinance 
examines resource extraction 
requests on a case-by-case basis, 
and considers the intent of the 
zone, as written in borough code, 
where resource extraction would 
occur. 

The ordinance, as introduced, 
angered more than 120 Mud Bay 
residents and 40 others who signed 
the petition, which read, “After two 
years of good faith participation 
in this public process, Mud Bay 
residents’ request to support 
existing code and PROHIBIT 
resource extraction had been 
completely disregarded.” 

“Just boom, overnight (the 
planning commission)  just laid 
this on top of us, that we could 
have resource extraction,” Mud 
Bay resident Katey Palmer told the 
CVN. Palmer, a retired botanist, 
was in charge of sending out 
emails, while other neighbors 
collected signatures in person. 
“Most people are like, sure I’ll 

sign it. Really, resource extraction? 
No way!”

Similarly, Lutak residents 
Tuesday voiced their opposition 
to resource extraction language 
in their neighborhood. “We were 
surprised because this ordinance 
has been developing, but we 
weren’t aware that it was affecting 
this zoning area out here,” said 
Lutak resident Tim McDonough, 
a retired teacher. 

McDonough pointed to a line in 
draft two of the ordinance where 
the words “commercial logging” 
were replaced with “resource 
extraction.” 

Another petition signatory, 
Jennifer Bird, served on Mud 
Bay Land Use Service Land Area 
(MBLUSLA) board in the early 
1990s, and helped write the intent 
for the Mud Bay Zone. 

“I wanted to make sure that I 
clarified that when I was on the 
board, the intention was clearly 
not for larger-scale operations, 
and not for extractions,” she said. 
“The intention was to maintain the 
rural residential quality. What the 
definition of a business was did not 
include extraction.” 

Bird said that she bought her 
land because of these principles. 
“I have worked very hard to have 
that. I’m a teacher, I’m not a rich 
person. I’m a common gal,” she 
said.

At least one Mud Bay resident 
who spoke at Tuesday’s meeting 
supports conditional use permits 
for resource extraction. “I believe 
it gives the most control of the 
issue to the residents of Mud Bay, 
to the citizen, because it looks at 

things on a case by case basis,” 
said Sylvia Heinz, who owns the 
Mud Bay Lumber Company.

Heinz said that both ordinances, 
the old ordinance and the draft 
ordinance submitted by Smith, 
have consequences and benefits. 
The old ordinance “was attempting 
to resolve resource extraction in 
objective terms,” said Heinz. “The 
new ordinance is trying to resolve 
resource extraction in subjective 
terms, and that will also have its 
challenges and opportunities.”

Borough Manager Debra 
Schnabel said she supports the 
committee’s move to bring the 
conditional resource extraction 
language to the assembly. She 
described the people who wanted 
to allow conditional resource 
extraction as people, “who would 
like to see an economy in our 
community, besides just retired 
people.”

“You’d have to get a conditional 
use permit if you wanted to 
do any resource extraction,” 
said Schnabel, “Simple enough 
fix from a staff point of view. 
Obviously from a neighbor’s point 
of view they began to imagine all 
kinds of things that they didn’t 
want to have happen.”

Schnabel sees the issue rooted 
in the definition of “resource 
extraction,” which came up 
through incidents last year 
when the University of Alaska 
announced it was going to offer 
a timber sale on 400 acres of its 
holdings in the Mud Bay zone. 

“The question was, was that an 
allowable activity in that zone,” 

See PERMIT page 12

By Jenna Kunze
T h e  H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 

Assembly passed a motion 
Tuesday to direct the manger to 
ask the companies working on the 
highway construction projects 
this summer to do their best to 
limit the delay to a maximum of 
15 minutes.

The request, brought forward 
by the Tourism Advisory Board, 
is intended to reduce negative 
tour experiences that could hurt 
Haines’ tourism industry.

Alaska  Depar tment  of 
Transpor ta t ion  mandates 
contractors keep delays to ten 
minutes, or 20 minutes in the 
instance of paving, Southeast 
Construction project engineer 
Bryce Iverson said. Contractors 
are  fined for delays. 

This summer, there will 
be two phases of highway 
improvements; from Allen Road 
to Milepost 3.5 and from Haines 
Highway to Mud Bay Road. 
“There is potential for a total of 
four delays that would reduce 
total tour times by one hour,” 
TAB chair Barbara Mulford 
wrote in a letter to the assembly. 

Although the projects have two 
separate contractors, Southeast 
Construction is subcontracted 
to handle traffic control on both 
projects and can communicate 

between them.
Assembly member Brenda 

Josephson proposed eliminating 
the 15-minute time commitment 
in the motion, stating that to 
approach contractors with a time 
constraint would be “not in good 
faith,” but there was no second. 

“I don’t think we can place a 
condition on it. I think we can 
request that—because tourism 
is such a big economic driver in 
our community—they could do 
their best to limit the delays,“ 
Will Prisciandaro said. 

“What is most disturbing to 
me is that neither the tourism 
operators nor the contractors 
have been able to produce actual 
data that tells me when the delays 
occurred, what was the length of 
the delays,” borough manager 
Debra Schnabel said. She will 
also request delay data from 
traffic control in the highway 
projects.

In a second request brought 
forward by the Tourism Advisory 
Board, the assembly directed 
the manager to ask Alaska State 
Parks to delay construction on the 
Chilkoot Corridor road as late as 
possible to minimize interruption 
to summer tourism. 

Roadwork began on Monday, 
April 8.

Assembly requests delay 
constraints on Haines Hwy
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CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940 Haines Womans Club is off ering three $1,000 scholarships 
to residents of the Haines Borough

Mildred Hermann Scholarship: for a graduating senior from Haines 
High, Klukwan School or Haines Homeschool

Pat Jones Memorial Scholarship: for any resident wanting to travel 
outside of the US for study or a qualifi ed volunteer position

HWC Scholarship: for alumni of HHS, Klukwan or Haines Homeschool

All applications are due at the school on April 30th

 Please see Scholarships under the Haines Borough 
Scholarship Listing or call Judy Ewald 766-2455 for more info.

You are cordially invited to a� end a series of 
non-denominational hour-long meetings: 
The New Testament Teachings About 

Having an Intimate and Personal 
Relationship with Jesus

Every Wednesday evening in April
7 to 8 pm at the Haines Sheldon Museum

No collection will be taken.

Happy spring. 

(Alaskan Owned)

Eye Exams, Contact Lense Fittings & Prescription Eyeglases
We are preferred providers for your VSP vision insurance!
Denali KidCare, Medicaid & private insurance accepted.

Walk-ins 

Welcome

Eye Guys
Friday-Monday, April 19-22

Call (907) 376-3917
to schedule an appointment 

Optometrist Dr. Maria Higgins will be in Haines
at the Aspen Hotel

By Sarah Chatta
Patty Kermoian has worked as a 

citizen bat scientist for the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
(ADFG) since the inception of the 
program in Haines in 2014. 

“I might be weird but I find it 
very fun,” she said. 

Kermoian is a retired ADFG 
biologist. She, along with her 
friend Sandy Barclay, also a 
former ADFG worker, drive from 
Chilkoot Lake to the end of Mud 
Bay road or from 31 Mile on 
the Haines Highway into town. 
Kermoian attaches an antenna to 
her car 45 minutes after sunset, 
and drives these routes at 20 miles 
per hour, picking up bat sounds, 
clicks and chirps, on a detection 
device. She and Barclay volunteer 
at least 10 times every season, 
a commitment that amounts to 
dozens of hours. They were called 
‘super volunteers’ by Tory Rhoads, 
ADFG wildlife biologist. They 
are responsible for “keeping the 
program alive and well.” 

This year, under the new threat 
of the bat fungal disease White-
nose syndrome (WNS), Fish and 
Game is relying on citizens like 
Kermoian and Barclay to renew 
their support. 

Two springs ago, biologists 
were caught off guard when 
WNS spread from Oklahoma to 
Washington, because mountains 
were thought to be a boundary for 
the disease. 

“It’s a concern throughout the 
West now,” said Karen Boejwas, 
senior state wildlife biologist. 
“It’s unclear how quickly it’s 
spreading.” 

WNS only grows on bats when 
they hibernate, degrading their 

Citizen bat scientists on the 
lookout for white-nose syndrome

muzzles and wing tissue. It causes 
bats to arouse more frequently 
during hibernation, forcing them 
to spend more energy than they are 
able to replenish in the winter, and 
ultimately causing them to perish 
from dehydration or starvation. 

Boejwas said WNS has spread 
within a sixty-mile radius of its 
first detection in Washington. 
She said little browns are one of 
the most susceptible bat species, 
and, in some caves and mines in 
the east, 100 percent of those bat 
populations were destroyed. “It’s 
been really devastating,” said 
Boejwas.

In agricultural areas, “bats play 
a huge role in pest management,” 
said Boejwas. 

If WNS depletes bat populations 
in Alaska, biologists believe that 
people would use more pesticides 
on their crops to replace the natural 
insect predator. Other possible 
effects of white-nose are harder 
to determine. 

“Bats are the only predators of 
nocturnal flying insects in Alaska,” 
said Boejwas. Bats keep mosquito 
populations down, for example. 
“If you remove the predator then 
things that haven’t been pests 
could become pests, we don’t 
exactly know,” she said.

The non-game wildlife division 
at ADFG is small, and to detect 
bats—a small, cryptic species—
stretches its already sparse 
resources. 

“Using citizen scientists allows 
us to collect far more data than 
we would be able to if we were 
just using agency employees,” 
said Rhoads.

Already since 2014, when 
citizen scientists first started 
gathering data in the Chilkat 
Valley, they contributed to the 
discovery of a new species in the 
area: Lasiurus cinereus, known 
commonly as the hoary bat. The 
existence of migratory hoary bats 
in Alaska is so new that the internet 
hasn’t even caught up; most hoary 
bat websites omit the fact. 

Though their contributions to 
Alaska bat data are significant, 
the daily work of citizen scientists 
can be tedious. For a long time, 
it’s difficult to hear the bats at 
all. Luckily, there are tenacious 
volunteers like Kermoian. “You 
do hear sounds, but they’re bat 
sounds, so it’s coming through 
the machine in a certain kind of 
cadence or rhythm. The more you 
drive the more familiar you get 
with it,” she said. 

Danner assists Meg Davis this week. 

See TEACH page 8

canvases and within five minutes 
they get to work. When one of the 
students spends more time talking 
than painting, Danner scolds her.  
“You’re having too much fun.” 
Then Danner walks over to the 
stereo and plays Tom Petty and 
the Heartbreakers.

15-year-old Hannah Boron 
paints a portrait of her mother at 

her age, gazing enigmatically from 
a boat on Mosquito Lake. “It’s just 
so beautiful what your mind can 
create on its own,” said Boron. 

“Art is an important part of 
humanity,” said Danner. “Art is a 
subject that must be or should be 
taught in school, and I believe that 
everybody can learn the skills.”

Melina Shields, Haines High 
School class of 1996, remembered 
Danner’s emphasis on skill-

TEACH from page 1
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766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Come Check out our Lunch 
and Dinner Specials!!

Winter Hours:
Open Tuesday - Saturday 11:30am - 2pm & 4 - 8pm

Tuesday - Saturday, 4pm - close
Winter Hours:

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

via 
SGY

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS     

7:30 am

11:00 am
1:30 pm

4:00 pm

8:05 am

11:35 am
2:05 pm

4:35 pm

Spring Flight Schedule 
March 30-May 3, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU     

8:20 am

11:45 am
2:15 pm

4:50 pm

8:55 am

12:20 pm
3:25pm

5:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

SUBSRIBE!

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

April 14, 1969
From the Haines Women’s Club:
“The spring has sprung
The flowers has riz
And everywhere the green 
grass is….”
Have you looked around you lately? Then you 

know why once again the Haines Women’s Club, in 
cooperation with Haines City Council, is pushing 
a cleanup campaign for the entire area.

We live in a small corner of a great big, beautiful 
state, but the refuse of the winter must be disposed 
of so that the natural beauty can be appreciated. 
We will probably have even more tourists this 
summer than in previous years, and we should 
have enough civic pride to want to present the 
best possible picture to our guests. But if we didn’t 
expect a single visitor, for our own enjoyment, we 
should want to clean up our town and environs.

April 14, 1994
Members of the Haines Borough Assembly 

voted 4-0 Tuesday to pick up the tab for legal 
fees incurred by five current and former assembly 
members sued last fall for a controversial recall 
decision. 

Members said they hope the payment will help 
close the door on an ugly community dispute 
that’s consumed more than $65,000 in public 
funds since last summer.

With members Gary Koenig and Ray Menaker 
abstaining, the assembly unanimously agreed to 
pay $3,811 to Juneau attorney Jeff Bush on behalf 
of Menaker and former assembly members Arlana 
Young, Erich von Stauffenberg, Ray Staska and 
Bob Andrews. 

The five were accused of criminal contempt in 
September and sued as individuals after voting to 
invalidate results of a controversial recall election 
based on technical irregularities in the vote.

Superior Court Judge James Jahnke recently 
ruled the contempt motion “moot,” saying a 
subsequent recall election accomplished the goal 
sought by citizens filing the contempt complaint.

April 9, 2009
A missed application deadline means the 

Haines Borough School District lost its chance 
at significant funds for maintenance projects, 
according to state Rep. Bill Thomas, R-Haines.

The school district in September failed to apply 
to the “major maintenance grant fund,” a pot of 
state money that goes exclusively to schools each 
year for capital needs.

Administered by the Department of Education 
and Early Development (DEED), the fund doled 
out $81 million for 21 projects last year and will 
distribute $42 million for 23 projects in the fiscal 
year starting in July.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

12
14
15
16
18
19

11:30am
11:30am

-
3:45am
5:45am

11:30am

12:00pm
12:00pm

-
5:15am

No SGY
12:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE

No Ferry
COLUMBIA
MALASPINA
LECONTE

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Sponsored by

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

12
14
15
16
18
19

3:00pm
3:00pm

-
9:45am
No SGY 
3:00pm

4:00pm
4:00pm

-
11:15am
7:45pm
4:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE

No Ferry
COLUMBIA
MALASPINA
LECONTE

By Sarah Chatta
Ayubowan! Namaste! Salam! 

Xin chào! Privyet!—or ‘Hello!’ 
in the predominant language of 
every country I’ve visited since 
graduating from college less than 
two years ago. You might notice 
that most of these countries have 
tropical climates, which is why I 
am remarkably over-dressed for 
Haines’ spring weather in a hat, 
gloves and a down jacket. 

Don’t let that fool you. This 
is my sixth time in Alaska and 
my family has a bit of  history 
in the area. My great-great-great 
grandfather came in 1898 looking 
for gold. He was last seen on a 
ship bound for Dutch Harbor that 
never reached. Three generations 
down the line, my grandmother got 
hooked on the Alaskan wilderness 
after paddling in Glacier Bay in 
1986. She has visited dozens of 
times since, mostly in the form 
of self-guided kayak trips through 
bear country with her friends-
accomplices, Barbara and Peggy. 
When I was fourteen-years-old, 
she enlisted me on one of these 
adventures. Two days in, she 
almost got me killed in a squall, 
as we weaved our boats through 
sea stacks with six-foot-high 
waves crashing over our heads. 
Eventually we found shelter in 
Elfin Cove, and we learned that 
the fishermen had decided it was 
too rough to go out that day.

Years later I attended a liberal 
arts college nestled between Ohio 
corn fields, where my Indian father 
says I studied highly impractical 
things: creative writing and 
Russian studies. Both parents 
hope that I utilize my education 
by finding employment in the 
U.S. government. Unfortunately 

for them, I love storytelling too 
much, and that’s why I’ve spent 
the last couple of years working 
at a magazine in Russia, gathering 
oral histories in India and reporting 
in Sri Lanka.

How did I land this gig working 
for the Chilkat Valley’s premiere 
newspaper? It’s a not-so-funny 
story about a political coup 
in Sri Lanka that unseated a 
prime minister for an extended 
period of time and threatened the 
country’s nascent press freedom. 
Despite the somewhat desperate 
circumstances that brought me 
here, I feel incredibly lucky to live 
in Haines for the next six months, a 
town that looks more like the inside 
of a snow globe than a real place. 

Everyone here is extremely 
kind. I already owe thank-yous 
to my landlady, for letting me 
borrow her sleeping bag, the guy 
who gave me a ride into town that 
day, and the folks who gifted me 
two weeks worth of firewood. 
Haines would be a much colder 
place without you.

Globe trotter to report for 
six months at the CVN

Sarah Chatta

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community
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Get started gardening 
with books like these:

Open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
closed Wed, Sun
223 Main Street

Alaska Gardener’s Handbook
Mushrooms Demysti� ed
All the Rain Promises and More...
Green Wizardry
Gardening in Southeast Alaska
Backyard Farming: Composting

•

•
•

•
•
•

A Haines Gardening Primer
Advice from the pros 

Southeast Alaska’s Online Farmers Market 
is open for orders now!

New schedule this year!
Produce distribution will be on Thursdays, 

4-5:30pm at the TWC office. 

Contact Meredith@takshanuk.org or 907-766-3542
to become a vendor today!

www.saltandsoilmarketplace.com

We Have 
Everything 

Under the Sun!
-Seeds

-See Starter Mix
-Peat Pots

-Jiffy 7s
-Planters

-Hanging Baskets
-Grass Seed

-Hummingbird Feeder
-Bird Seed

-Organic Fertilizer
-Garden Fertilizer

-Fish Fertilizer
-Chicken Manure
-Steer Manure

-Planting Compost
-Dolomite Lime
-Bark Nuggets
-Bark Mulch
-Peat Moss

-Promix
-Garden Bench
-Lawnmowers

-Wheel Barrow
-Garden Hoses

-Sprinklers
-Garden Gloves

-Picks
-Shovels
-Rakes
-Gloves

By Leah Wagner

As the ground thaws and the 
breeze warms, gardeners 

around town are itching to start 
digging in their soil. Here in 
Alaska, we always start seeds in the 
protection of our homes far before 
the growing season begins. Starting 
plants indoors allows us to grow 
diverse crops, elongate our growing 
season and satisfy that gardening itch, 
months before the season kicks off. 

When and what to plant can have a 
huge impact on your garden’s overall 
success and is a complicated dance 
that every Alaskan gardener needs 
to learn. For beginning gardeners, 
this can be a daunting proposition. 
Although there is a short learning 
curve, seed starting is critical for 
your foray into homegrown bounty. 

First and foremost, choose seeds 
that are meant for our climate. 
Your success as a gardener starts 
with fresh, healthy seeds that are 
appropriate for Alaska. Select for 
cold tolerance, short seasons or fast 
growing, mold resistance and long 
days. Often the plants that grow 
well here are considered spring or 
fall crops in other regions. 

Next rule of thumb: You can’t 
learn to garden from the back of a 
seed packet. That being said, there is 
a lot of useful information on there. 
Determine whether the seed says 
“direct seed” or the planting time in 
terms of “weeks before last frost.”

Direct seeding is when you plant 
right into the soil. Many of your seeds 

are not meant to be started indoors 
and won’t transplant well. Root 
crops and legumes are just some of 
the plants that can (and should) be 
sown directly into the soil. 

The rest of your seeds should 
be scheduled according to the last 
hard frost date for your garden. 
Here in Haines, we have many 
different micro-climates. A raised 
bed in town can have a drastically 
different last frost than an in-ground 
garden in Mosquito Lake. Around 
Alaska, Memorial Day weekend 
is considered traditional planting 
weekend. We can gain upwards 
of four weeks on this but if you 
want to be extra safe, this is the 
go-to statewide. Choose your frost 
date and come up with a planting 
schedule working backwards. This 
is where the dance begins.

Once you’ve organized your 
seeds and come up with a schedule, 
you’ll need to find a space for seed 
starting. Be sure you have enough 
room wherever you start your seeds, 
as they get larger until it is time to 
go outside. Gardeners can often feel 
like a visitor in their plant’s home 
by the time the season finally rolls 
around. 

Next, gather your pots or soil 
blocks and your growing medium. 
Potting soil is generally some 
combination of peat moss or coconut 
coir for bulk, perlite or vermiculite 
for drainage, and compost or added 
nutrients to feed your plants. If 
mixing in your own compost, shoot 

Seed starting for the hesitant new gardener

Renee Hoffman’s property has been home to a co-op of gardeners known as the “Sunshine Girls” 
including Courtney Culbeck, Laurie Mastrella, Macky Cassidy and others. They’ll grow asparagus 
in this plot. In the greenhouse, they’ll grow tomatoes, peppers, basil and everything that goes in 
salsa. They can’t grow brassicas this year because root maggots invaded their plots. They have to kill 
them, by starving them for two years, before they can again plant vegetables such as broccoli, lettuce, 
cauliflower, and kale. The group has gardened on this land for the past six years. Kyle Clayton photo. 

By Jenna Kunze

Be it a pot, tub, shipping 
container or the drum of a 

dismantled dryer machine, container 
gardening in Haines can be an 
appealing option for new gardeners, 
those who lack space or gardeners 
with back or knee ailments.

“They work really well because 
you don’t have to bend over so much 
and the soil gets warmed a lot faster 
because it’s above ground,” 70-year-
old lifetime gardener Melissa 
Aronson said. 

Aronson filled the 2-foot-high tub 
of a dismantled dryer machine from 
the Haines Recycling Center with 
three-quarters of soil and rocks at 
the bottom. 

She grows perennial chives, 
blueberries, honeyberries, carrots, 
beets, turnips, broccoli, cauliflower- 
“Need I go on?” - Aronson quipped.

To trap heat and keep out unwanted 
critters, Aronson covers the tubs with 
cloth-like material, called remay.

Lindsay Johnson and Graham 
Kraft have used container gardens 
on their boat while they troll for a 
month at a time in the summer. They 
plant in a fish tote and a plywood box 
that sit on the top of the wheelhouse, 
Johnson said.

“We grow a mix of greens like 
lettuce and kale,” Johnson said. “Last 
year we grew one giant radish. It’s 
nice to have something fresh when 
we’re out for a month or longer at 
a time.” 

Leah Wagner, co-owner of local 
Alaska seed company Foundroot, 
said that contained gardening caters 
to those who are space-restricted. “If 
you lack a garden space to work in 
and still want to grow some food, 
container gardening allows you to 
play with placement and therefore 
you can increase heat and shelter,” 
she said. 

Wagner warned that the biggest 
faux pas in container garden is 
planting seeds too close together 
and restricting growth potential. 
She recommends long rectangular 
pots with a minimum of six inches 
of depth and about an inch and a 
half between seeds, depending on 
the crop. For tomatoes, she said a 
five-gallon bucket will best serve 
their extensive root system. 

“For fresh eating for the summer 
months, greens are going to be the 
easiest thing,” Wagner said. She 
recommends growing a summer 
garden of arugula, kale, herbs and 
edible flowers. “If you’re feeling 
really sassy, maybe some radishes 
and scallions.”

Planting in pots for the 
spacially challenged

Please support local
food growing!

Potatoes available now.
Find us at Hainesak.com or

 saltandsoilmarketplace.com Locally made fish fertilizer adds to bounty
By Jenna Kunze

With a dual purpose of 
recycling fish waste and 

tapping his knowledge of soil science, 
Jim Syzmanski has engineered Sea 
to Soil, a locally produced fertilizer 
with proven results. 

Syzmanski’s fertilizer is a 
hydrolysate setting it apart from 
emulsion fertilizers that separate out 
fish meal and oil in the packaging 
process. 

“People have known for years that 
fish in your garden is a good thing,” 
Syzmanski said.  “The hydrolysate 
is fermenting the fish into usable 
proteins, enzymes, and minerals such 
as nitrogen and phosphorus, but it’s 
the lactobacillus that soil organisms 
love. It’s a soil conditioner.” 

Syzmanski, who calls himself the 
“mad scientist” behind the product, 
makes the fertilizer by first creating 
a serum to ferment the fish, the 
bacteria in dairy products called 
lactobacillus. He gleaned his soil 
science skills from growing up on a 

farm in Pennsylvania. 
He cultures his own lactobacillus 

by mixing rice water and milk. It 
is then placed into an aerated tank 
with fish waste and non-chlorinated 
spring water, adding a little organic 
molasses and seaweed to feed the 
microbes that are created in the 
fermenting process.

“Then, the lactobacillus goes to 
work and breaks down all the fish,” 
he said. “It stinks to high heaven for 
about a week, then as the pH level 
drops the odor drops as well and it 
doesn’t smell bad at all.” 

Gardeners Mardell Gunn and 
Leslee Downer both used the 
product last season with positive 
results.  

 “Latest science is finding that 
microbes are really what allow the 
plants to get the nutrients,” Gunn 
said. “Jim has taken and created a 
bottle of microbes.” 

“Teaming with Microbes: The 
Organic Gardener’s Guide to 
the Soil Food Web” author and 

The Sunshine Girls 
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Locally made organic 
�ish fertilizer

Available at 
Alaska Sports Shop

Community 
Powered 
Compost

A four-person family 
throws away an average 
of 60 pounds of organic 

material per month. Save 
money and compost 

instead. Learn how at
hainescompost.com

A Haines Gardening Primer
Advice from the pros 

I noticed yesterday that my healthy broccoli plants were drooping and 
today they don’t look much better. What happened?

More than likely root maggots attacked the roots of your plants. These flies lay eggs 
on the stem of brassica plants, near the ground. Turnips and radishes are also 

vulnerable. The eggs hatch into larvae and they go down and feed on the roots. If the 
plant is big and strong enough, it will just be weakened. If it young or weak, the plant 
could die. Prevention is the solution to this problem, but it is not easy. The most com-
mon solution is to put hoops up and cover your rows with garden fabric (floating row 
covers) until the root maggot fly season is over. This has generally been thought to be 
early July but there is some evidence root maggot flies are flying later into the sum-
mer the last few years. If your plant succumbs pull it out carefully, getting all the root 
maggots out with it and burn it.  Don’t plant any brassicas in that location for couple 
of years because the maggots can survive for multiple years.

What is the easiest thing to grow here? 

I want to plant a garden but I have no soil in my yard. Is it possible to 
have a garden?  

What seeds can I plant directly into the ground and which ones do I 
need to start inside?

There is personal preference in this, and different gardeners will offer different ad-
vice. In general, the crops most people seed directly here are carrots, beets, chard, 

spinach and lettuces, radish, turnip, peas, beans and many of the Asian greens. Kale 
and collards can be planted either way. Onions and leeks are planted in the ground 
with transplants or sets, not seeds. Potatoes are planted directly with a piece of potato 
that has a sprout on it. Garlic is started with a single clove planted. Those requiring 
indoor starting are: most flowers, cauliflower, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, celery, pars-
ley, most herbs, zucchini and winter squash. Broccoli, kale and collards can be direclty 
seeded for a late season crop. Beans and peas can be started and transplanted very 
carefully for an earlier crop, but most are directly seeded. Those requiring an indoor 
start and a greenhouse are tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, basil, eggplant and corn.

Probably kale and lettuce. They are cool weather crops, as are most of the brassi-
cas: broccoli, collards, cauliflower and Bok choy. They all grow well here, but the 

most tolerant seem to be kale and lettuce. Potatoes are also easy to grow; if you keep 
mounding soil or seaweed on top as it grows you can even grow them in poor soil. 
Chard also grows well here.

Yes it is, but it will take some work. If you really have no soil, the easiest way is to 
create soil on top of the ground in a raised bed. You can do this directly on a lawn 

or hard soils. Make thin layers of seaweed, forest soil, maybe a little soil or compost 
you buy, leaves (shred them so they don’t mat into an impenetrable layer), straw, old 
sawdust (not fresh), and whatever you can find that will decompose into soil. Having 
compost in the layers will quicken the decomposition process. This should be about 
12-18 layers thick. Add some earthworms if you can find them. Water this down so it 
is moist, not soggy. You can plant into this right away if you can find some soil to put 
on top of all these layers. Plant your transplants in this mound of soil. The roots will 
go down through these layers and find nutrients they need if they have sunlight and 
moisture. Next year, loosen and mix this soil, and it will be better. Add a little more 
because it will have shrunk down. By the third year it will be great soil. 

Answers to 
frequently asked 

gardening questions 
by Mardell Gunn

Southeast Alaska’s Online Farmers Market 
is open for orders now!

New schedule this year!
Produce distribution will be on Thursdays, 

4-5:30pm at the TWC office. 

Contact Meredith@takshanuk.org or 907-766-3542
to become a vendor today!

www.saltandsoilmarketplace.com

for 20-35 percent. Plant starts won’t 
need to be fertilized for four to six 
weeks if the growing medium is 
nutritious and strong. 

At this point, you have put 
together your seeds and schedule, 
a place to put your plants, and 
something to plant them in. You are 
ready to put seeds to dirt and become 
a full-fledged Alaskan gardener. As 
you proceed, here are a few more 
things to keep in mind. 

A Few Rules For Seed Starting:

Plants need space. Pots should 
be deep enough for roots and 

wide enough so plants can leaf 
out. If your roots are poking out 
the bottom, it is likely time for a 
bigger pot. Did more than one seed 
germinate in each pot? Choose the 
best and brightest. Not everyone 
gets to stay. 

Soil drainage is key. Compacted 
soil and poor drainage holes will 
inhibit root growth. Pack your pots 
so it is firm to the touch but still has 
a little spring in its step. 

Plant your seed twice as deep as 
the longest part of the seed. Planting 
seeds too deep can result in poor 
germination. Some seeds are so fine 
that they should be sown on the soil 
surface. These should be watered 
with a spray mist until they take root.

The healthiest plants receive 
direct overhead light. If you are 
planting in a window, plants will 
reach to find the sun. This is what 

we call “leggy.” Leggy plants have 
weak stems and are starting at a 
disadvantage. You will need to rotate 
your pots if you don’t have artificial 
lights to mitigate uneven growth. If 
you are using lights, keep the light 
approximately 2 inches above the 
plant as it grows to keep them strong 
and stout. 

Don’t overwater. Soil should be 
moist to the touch and should only be 
watered as needed. Damping Off is a 
common fungal disease that happens 
when humidity exceeds 85 percent. 
The stem withers and you will lose 
the plant. Quarantine these plants 
and dispose of them. Don’t let them 
infect your healthy seedlings. 

Label your plants. Don’t forget to 
label your plants. Always, always 
label your plants. Easy plant markers 
are a cut up yogurt container and a 
permanent marker to note the plant 
type, variety and date that it was 
seeded. Write down what you did so if 
and when there is a setback, you can 
readjust your methods for next year. 

When starting your own seeds, 
you gain complete control over your 
garden and the food that you eat. You 
can choose flavor over uniformity, 
storage quality over size, and find 
tomatoes that will thrive in the Great 
North. Be intrepid, new Alaskan 
gardeners. Every seed we put to soil 
is more security for ourselves, our 
families and our community. 

To another bountiful season. 

Seed starting for the hesitant new gardener

Locally made fish fertilizer adds to bounty
Anchorage Daily News garden 
columnist Jeff Lowenfels said that 
plants feed themselves by putting 
out chemicals to attract microbes, 
which in turn feed the plant. 

“The difference between 
hydrolysate and emulsion is night 
and day because the hydrolysate 
is basically fish whereas the 
emulsion is generally a byproduct 
of manufacturing the fish into 
other things,” he told the CVN. 
“(Manufacturers) take the oils and 
usable products out and what you’re 
left with is basically a weak, very 
smelly tea. It’s not nearly as good 
as the hydrolysate, which has a 
pleasant yeasty smell.”

Gunn said she used Sea to Soil 
late last season for two crops that 
she’d unknowingly planted in poor 
soil. “I had given up but I started 
putting this stuff on it and I got a crop 
of broccoli and brussels sprouts,” 
she said. 

Last summer, Leslee Downer 
tracked her results with potatoes 

treated with Sea to Soil fertilizer 
versus untreated. The treated crop 
yielded double the amount as the 
untreated and were noticeably larger. 
“From the season testing, it appears 
that the Sea to Soil is very effective,” 
she wrote on Facebook. 

Downer said she applied the 
fertilizer onto leaves once a week 
through July, then twice a month in 
August and nothing in September. 

Cannery owner Harry Rietze is 
partnered with his father-in-law to 
market the product to nurseries in 
the lower 48. Rietze said a nursery 
in Jefferson, Oregon is trialing the 
product.

Sea to Soil is sold in Mountain 
Market’s recycled gallon milk jugs 
at Alaska Sport Shop and The Haines 
Packing Retail Store. One gallon 
costs $30 and makes 250 gallons of 
fertilizer.

The serum can be used on anything, 
Syzmanski said, including trees, 
shrubs, grass, gardens, indoor plants 
or even compost. 

Newspapers make great seed starter.
Subscribe to the CVN!

Happy Planting!
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predicted to be weak this summer with 
a catch of 18 million, half of the 10 year 
average. That follows on a catch of just 
over 8 million pinks in 2018, the 51st 
lowest since 1962. Biologists said a 
big source of uncertainty is abnormally 
warm Gulf sea surface waters “may 
have a negative impact on the survival 
of pink salmon.”

At Kodiak, the predicted 27 million 
pink salmon harvest is in the “excellent” 
category and compares to a catch of 
just six million pinks in 2018. The total 
salmon take last year at Kodiak of just 
nine million salmon compares to a 10 
year average of over 21 million.

Upper Cook Inlet could see a slightly 
improved sockeye harvest of three 
million. The 2018 catch at UCI of 
1.3 million sockeyes was 61 percent 
less than the 10-year average and the 
smallest harvest since 1975.

At Chignik on the Alaska Peninsula 
where an astonishing 128 sockeye 
salmon were caught last year, a hopeful 
harvest of about 965,000 reds is 
projected this year.

At Bristol Bay, a sockeye harvest of 
about 27 million compares to a catch 
of 41.3 million in 2018. That stemmed 
from a run of over 62 million reds, the 
largest on record.  It was the fourth 
consecutive year that the Bay’s sockeye 
runs topped 50 million.

State salmon managers don’t produce 
formal forecasts for most salmon runs in 
the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) 
Region, but they predict continued good 
returns to Norton Sound, Kotzebue and 
a half million chum catch at the Lower 
Yukon.

Salmon fi shermen near Nome set 
records for coho and chum catches last 
year, and a 4,000 sockeye take was the 
second highest ever. Pink salmon runs 
also were stronger than expected but 
met with little interest from the one 
buyer.

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch
April 5, 2019
Alaska fi shermen could catch 85 

percent more salmon this year (nearly a 
hundred million more) if state forecasts 
hold true.

That’s good news for fi shermen in 
many Gulf of Alaska regions who in 
2018 suff ered some of the worst catches 
in 50 years. 

The Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game is 
predicting a total salmon catch of 213.2 
million fi sh for 2019, compared to 
about 116 million salmon last year. The 
increase comes from expectations of 
another big haul of sockeyes, increases 
in pinks and a possible record catch of 
chum salmon.     

The harvest breakdown calls for 
112,000 Chinook salmon in areas 
outside of Southeast Alaska. The catch 
for the Southeast troll fl eet, which is 
determined by a treaty with Canada, will 
be 101,300 kings, a 5,600 fi sh increase.   
   For sockeyes, a catch of just under 
42 million is projected, about 9 million 
fewer than last year. A harvest of nearly 
138 million pink salmon would be 97 
million more that last summer, and a 
coho harvest of 4.6 million would be an 
increase of 900,000 over 2018.

Chums could set a record with a 
projected catch of 29 million, a boost 
of nine million and well above the 25 
million chum catch record set in 2017.  

Some highlights and lookbacks: 
Copper River’s commercial sockeye 

salmon catch for 2019 is pegged at 
756,000 million and 31,000 for Chinook 
(all fi sheries). Managers said the forecast 
should “be interpreted with caution as 
poor runs of many Gulf sockeye stocks 
in 2018 suggest there is considerable 
likelihood of overforecasting.”  Last 
year the Copper River drift gillnet catch 
of  47,000 reds was the second lowest 
in 100 years.

Southeast Alaska’s pink salmon run is 

Fishermen at Kotzebue Sound caught 
a record 695,153 chum salmon in 2018 
and managers said a 700,000 chum 
harvest would be possible if there was a 
market for the fi sh.

The lack of a buyer will beach 
Kuskokwim salmon fi shermen for the 
fourth year, although it’s not due to a 
lack of fi sh.  For example, the weir on 
the 75-mile Kanektok River did not 
operate in 2018 due to a lack of funding, 
but aerial surveys showed the second 
highest escapement of sockeye salmon 
on record.         

A fi sh plant at Platinum that bought 
salmon, herring and halibut starting 
in 2009 closed abruptly in 2015. 
According to owner Coastal Villages 
Region Fund, a group created to provide 
economic benefi t for its 20 member 
communities, the plant “never became 
sustainable” and was a big money loser. 
The CVRF has instead invested in fi ve 
vessels, the largest at 341 feet, that fi sh 
for pollock, crab and cod in the Bering 
Sea, Three of the boats are homeported 
in Seattle. CVRF claims it “has grown 
to be the largest seafood owner/operator 
headquartered in Alaska.” 

Herring on hold - Herring at Sitka 
Sound is still a waiting game in a fi shery 
that’s usually come and gone by late 
March. Many seiners and tenders left on 
March 28, reported KCAW, along with 
the state research vessel Kestrel that 
does fi sh sampling. Most of the herring, 
which are valued only for their eggs or 
roe, have so far been too immature for 
an opener. 

By April 3 more than 21 miles of 
herring spawn had been mapped, 
usually signaling the beginning of the 
end for a fi shery. But spotters were still 
fl ying and biologist Eric Coonradt at 
ADF&G in Sitka said some seiners and 
processors were sticking around. 

“I feel like there’s still time left. Some 

years the larger versus smaller fi sh kind 
of split up. It’s just kind of a wait and 
see game,” he said.

Seiners were hoping to haul in nearly 
13,000 tons of roe herring after a total 
bust last year that produced just 2,800 
tons. Sitka Sound’s latest herring 
fi shery was April 15 in 2002. The last 
time there was no commercial fi shery 
there was in 1977.  

Meanwhile, Alaska’s largest roe 
herring fi shery at Togiak in Bristol Bay 
is expecting a big run and an earlier start 
as soon as mid-April. 

 ADF&G area manager Tim Sands 
told KDLG in Dillingham that unusually 
warm waters are making it tough to 
predict run timing. 

“This year there’s no ice anywhere 
near Bristol Bay and sea surface 
temperatures are much warmer. We 
have diff erent models that worked 
relatively well when conditions were 
normal. But we’re so far from normal 
this year, we don’t have a lot of faith in 
our predictive ability,” Sands said.

Budget cuts and a lack of aerial 
surveys for three years also have also 
contributed to the uncertainty and 
caused a more conservative approach to 
the Togiak herring fi shery.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 

sponsored by:

Dolphins finish in top spots at SE Champs
By Kyle Clayton 

Six Haines Dolphins brought 
home best times and other 
accolades from 2019 Spring 
Southeast Champs swim meet in 
Juneau last weekend. 

Winter Cheney, 8, Garrison Del 
Prete, 11, Rylee Sloan, 9, Lucia 
Chapell, 12, Sally Chapell, 14, 
and Pacific Ricke, 12, were among 
more than 160 swimmers from six 
Southeast towns to compete in the 
regional competition. 

Cheney won the 25-yard 
freestyle race with a personal 
best time of 19.1 seconds. All six 
swimmers earned personal best 
times in their events and came 
home with medals placing in the 
top three of one or more events. 

Del Prete earned Age Group 
Champ qualifying times in all 
nine of his events and received the 
“biggest drop” award for cleaving 
more than a minute from his 200-
yard freestyle time. Ricke and 

Chapell placed 
second and third 
among 11- and 
12-year old girls. 
Cheney placed 
fourth among 
boys 8-and-under. 
Chapell broke 
team records for 
her age group 
in the 50-, 100- 
and 200-yard 
butterfly events. 

“ W h e t h e r 
s w i m m i n g  a 
race for the first 
time or fifteenth 
time, this diverse 
group of athletes 
supported each other and were all 
smiles even after 25 hours on deck 
at the pool during the three day 
Juneau event,” head coach Jackie 
St. Clair said.

The swimmers will travel to 
Whitehorse at the end of the month 

for their last invitational meet of 
the season. Chapell and Ricke, 
the Dolphins’ two qualifiers, will 
travel to Anchorage to compete 
in the Alaska Junior Olympics 
State Championship on April 28, 
the fastest qualifying meet for 
swimmers under the age of 15. 

Cheney, Del Prete, Sloan, Lucia Chapell, Sally 
Chapell and Pacific Rike competed. 

next largest increase by almost $39,000 from 2017 
to 2018. The industry looks at sales tax charged by 
hardware stores, general contractors, carpenters, 
plumbers and handymen.

Last April marked the beginning of Southeast 
Construction’s widening of the Haines Highway 
between milepost 3.9 and 12.2. The roadwork is part 
of a three-phase project, reaching as far as milepost 
24, slated for completion by 2024. 

Southeast Construction project engineer Bryce 
Iverson said that on any given day, there are 50 
people working on the project. 

A representative from Southeast Roadbuilders said 
that it’s a fair assumption that the highway project 
affected construction and fuel revenues, although 
materials directly used for the highway project aren’t 
taxed for government projects.

 “Let’s say we’re buying repair parts that we’re 
using for the project, that would be taxed because it’s 
hard to prove that directly,” the representative said.

Art revenues from galleries, photographers and 
seasonal gift shops increased by close to $5,000. 

Commercial and residential long-term rentals 
was the only sector that saw a decrease in revenue 
by $2,000. 

For the last two months of 2018, the Haines 
Borough assembly adopted an ordinance exempting 
long-term residential renters from paying sales tax.

Haines Borough finance officer Jila Stuart said 
that the rising funds to the Haines economy is likely 
affected by new projects in the Haines Borough. “I 
think it’s possible that the workers coming to town 
for the harbor project, for the highway project and 
tourists have an impact,” she said. 

TAX from page 1

building. “She compared art to 
basketball, and would tell her 
students, it takes practice and 
dedication and you just got to do 
it!’” said Shields.

One of the most important 
lessons Danner taught Shields, 
who went on to study art in college, 
“is that the practice of art creates 
confidence, and confidence creates 
good art pieces,” said Shields.

Many students are intimidated 
by Danner’s intensity.

“I have high expectations,” said 
Danner. “I’m teaching and I have 
a lot to teach and that’s all that’s 
happening.”

“When I was younger, I found it 
really hard to get along with her,” 
said Sarah Long, who graduated 
in May. “But as I aged, I realized 
that everything she pushed me to 
do as a kid was really getting me 
ready to be an adult.”

As six-years-olds, Danner made 
Long’s class learn color wheels, 
which wasn’t what Long thought 
art class would be—fun. When she 
became Danner’s teacher aide her 
senior year, Long saw the lessons 
differently: “She wanted you to 
know about these things outside of 
the classroom, to try to get you to 
appreciate art in everyday life, so 
that we can see the art around us 
and how it affects our life.”

Long’s experience as Danner’s 
teacher aide crystallized her dream 
of becoming an art teacher. Now 
a freshman at the University 
of Alaska Anchorage, Long is 
majoring in fine arts with a minor 
in education. 

Amelia Nash, ‘94, local artist 
and owner of the Ampersand 
art gallery, said Danner forced 
students to step outside of their 
comfort zones. In fourth-grade, 
Nash’s class drew sketches with 
their non-dominant hands, then 

sketches drawn without ever 
looking at their hands, then even 
more sketches looking not at their 
hands or their pieces of paper. 

Later, Nash understood these as, 
“a series of exercises designed to 
divorce you from your notion of 
what something was.” Eventually, 
“you learn to trust your hand,” 
she said.

“The lessons that Linnus taught 
stay with people,” said Heather 
Lende, Danner’s longtime friend 
and neighbor, whose children all 
took Danner’s classes. “They make 
life more fulfilling and happier 
because [life] is more beautiful.” 

“I think Linnus is a remarkable 
teacher,” said Sarah Chapel, Vice 
President of the school board. 
“She works with students from 
the minute they walk through the 
door as kindergarteners,” she said. 
“Linnus has shown us that you can 
teach anybody art, and she gives 
students the tools to be lifelong 
artists.”

In addition to teaching art 
at school, Danner has visited 
homeschooled children in their 
homes, yurts, or tents. She has 
taught adult art classes. She 
organizes a regional Art Fest that 
more than 100 students participate 
in. She puts in hours of extra time 
conducting an annual art show that 
displays the work of every one of 
her students. 

Danner is a private person. 
She declined to comment on her 
plans for life after retirement. Her 
immediate future includes sifting 
through mounds of paperwork in 
preparation for the upcoming Art 
Fest. Danner appears to be too 
busy to think much beyond that. 

“I don’t know, I’ve taught too 
long. I might never do art again,” 
she said, “I might be sick of art!” 

TEACH from page 4
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The Haines Merchants
Would like to thank 

the following sponsors!  
-Oleruds Inc
-Pacific Rim

-Haines Propane 
-Chilkoot Indian 

Association 
-Expedition Broker

-Eagles Nest

-Haines Home Building 
-Lutak Lumber
-Fogcutter Bar
-Howsers IGA

-AP&T
-Radio Shack
-Aspen Hotel   

Ridiculously Amazing Insurance Agents
From P-W Insurance are coming to town!

Susan, Niccole, and Katie 
will be in Haines on Tuesday 
4/30 and Wednesday 5/1. 
Please give us a call at 907-
772-3858 or 800-478-3858 

to schedule an appointment.

Maundy Thursday, April 18 7pm
Good Friday, April 19 7pm

St. Michael & All Angels

in the
Chilkat Center 

Lobby

Chilkat Valley Episcopal Church

All are welcome to join with us to celebrate 
God’s love for humankind & for creation.

(4/18 & 4/19 services at church property 
1.5 Mile Haines HWY)

Easter Eve. Vigil, Sat., April 20 10pm
Easter Morning, Sun., April 21 10:30am

(4/20 & 4/21 services in the Chilkat Center Lobby)

Holy Week Services

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday Service

Sunday 4/14, 10 am

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday 4/14, 3 pm 

at the Small Boat Harbor

Maundy Thursday
Thursday 4/18, 7 pm

Good Friday
Friday 4/19, 7:30 pm 

Easter Worship
Sunday 4/21, 10 am

Brunch after Easter service

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
3rd & Dalton St. �  766-2241

Easter Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, April 14,  9 a.m.
Saturday Vigil, April 13, 5 p.m.
Reconciliation Service, Wednesday, April 17 , 6 p.m.
Holy Thursday, April 18,  6 p.m.
Mass of  the LORD’S Supper.
Good Friday, April 19,  6 p.m.
Celebration of  the LORD’S Passion. 
12 Noon, Stations of  the Cross.
Holy Saturday, April 20,  8 p.m.  Easter Vigil.
Easter Sunday, April 21,  9 a.m.
Holy Mass, Resurrection of  the LORD. Potluck brunch after 
Mass.

�

�
�

�

�
�

said. The person didn’t realize 
they had been scammed until 
much later.

The second attempt happened 
last week and targeted a borough 
employee. “The staff member 
bought the cards, went back to their 
computer and sent the numbers 
scratched off,” Schnabel said. 
“As soon as they did that, they 
realized they’d been scammed. 
They notified the front office and 
one of our employees called the 
originator of the cards and was 
able to recoup some of the money.”

Since the money had not yet 
been accessed, Schnabel said 
the card company was able to 
reimburse the purchaser $200 of 
the total $300 spent. 

This week, the Haines Borough 
Facebook page warned community 
members of the scam.

“Check the e-mail address when 
receiving a message supposedly 
from someone you communicate 
with frequently via e-mail. This 
scammer obviously got the name 
wrong, too, but in a rush, a recipient 
might not notice,” the post reads.

The scammer emailed from 

drhilljan@gmail.com, different 
than the jhill@haines.ak.us 
borough format. 

Hill warned the Haines Borough 
assembly on Tuesday that these 
scam attempts are still happening. 
“I know many borough employees 
got an email supposedly from me 
asking for help,” she said. “I got 
one today from another mayor 
in the Kenai saying ‘I need your 
assistance’ and I just picked up the 
phone and called him. Turns out it 
wasn’t him.”

Haines borough internet 
technology consultant Austin 
Neal said he has seen dozens of 
targeted, individualized scams and 
malware attacks in Haines in the 
last few weeks. Neal said they are 
attempting to trace the source, but 
it is “extremely difficult or even 
impossible.”

“Initial indications are that these 
emails originate outside of the 
U.S.,” he said. 

The borough’s cybersecurity 
costs are proposed to increase by 
almost $20,000, or 20 percent, in 
the manager’s draft 2020 budget 
released last week.  

“The hacking and ransom of 
the Matanuska-Sustina Borough 
computer system and the Valdez 
system have necessitated a more 
intensive program of maintenance 
to ensure security and reduce 
financial risk,” Schnabel wrote 
in the budget.

In July, the two communities 

were victims of debilitating 
malware attacks that infected their 
systems and caused them to shut 
down and revert to typewriters 
for weeks.

The attacks cost the Matanuska-
Sustina Borough $2 million in 
repairs and increased security, and 
Valdez paid the ransom of nearly 
$27,000 to regain control of their 
operating system.  

Improved updates to Haines’ 
cybersecurity would pay for 
equipment to expand backup 
capabilities and develop a 
comprehensive disaster recovery 
plan, Neal said.

“The threat of cyber attacks 
is arguably one of the most 
overlooked but most serious 
threats that we face today.”

IT consultants have also 
warned assembly members that 
by listing their email addresses 
on the borough website, they are 
increasing their chances of being 
targeted by a scam.

“Staff acknowledges the value 
of constituent access to elected 
officials and is reluctant to 
unilaterally remove your contact 
information,” Schnabel wrote 
in her manager’s report to the 
assembly. 

“We’re easy targets because we 
walk that line between wanting 
to be open and transparent but at 
the same time, we are vulnerable 
every time we step out of the door,” 
she said.

SCAM from page 1

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

Valley bears in ‘walking 
hibernation’ last week
By Jenna Kunze

Of the 29 brown bear dens 
surveyed by Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game biologist Anthony 
Crupi last week, most still held 
bruins in or nearby.

On April 3, Crupi conducted an 
aerial survey to search for collared 
bears and analyze denning rates. 
He located 16 bears using GPS 
collars he had affixed in the fall as 
part of a five-year research study.

“We tracked 16 GPS-collared 
bears and found eight were still in 
their excavated or rock cave dens, 
four others had emerged from their 
den but were still actively using 
the den site, four bears were not 
located, likely indicating the bears 
were deeper in their den than the 
signal could penetrate,” Crupi’s 
report said.

Crupi said it’s typical for bears 
who have woken up to spend a few 
weeks at their den site in a period 
he calls “walking hibernation.”

“It’s a slow process as they come 
out of hibernation,” Crupi said. 
“They have lost several hundred 
pounds so they are very lethargic, 
their metabolism is still very slow 
and their body temperature is low. 
Over the next several weeks they 
will start to descend down to where 
vegetation is growing.”

The observed denning habitat 

was above the tree line at an 
average elevation of 2,300 feet and 
a slope of 36 degrees, according 
to Crupi, consistent with previous 
years. The biologist observed 
a higher snow line and lower 
snow pack than previous surveys 
conducted later in April between 
2015 to 2018. He also noted signs 
of “numerous slab avalanches and 
heavy rain.”

Crupi said he’s unsure how 
den emergence compares to past 
years since this is the first year 
of the study. Compared to data 
collected in Yakutat from 2009-
2015, research shows the median 
den exit date to be in mid-April, 
though two bears stayed in their 
dens until mid-May. 

It’s too soon to say whether 
climate has affected the bears’ 
denning patterns in the Chilkat 
Valley, Crupi said. 

Haines residents had seen brown 
bears into late December last year, 
which isn’t highly abnormal, 
according to Crupi. He said that 
resource availability and weather 
conditions contributed to their 
later-than-average denning.

Crupi said he will conduct a 
ground survey for collared bears 
in May.

In the meantime, Haines 
residents should be vigilant. The 
survey only looked at bears above 
the treeline, but Crupi said it’s 
likely there are bears lower that 
have emerged from their dens. 
“I’d assume people are going to 
start seeing bears in the next few 
weeks,” he said. “Make sure your 
yards are bear-smart already.”
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Tuesday, April 2
Police responded to a business on the 300 block of Haines 

Highway to keep the peace. 
Police arrested a man for assault. 
A citizen turned in an iPad and a blue tooth speaker to police.  

Wednesday, April 3
A person reported an automated alarm.
Police investigated an assault case.  
Police conducted a followup incident. 

Thursday, April 4
Police assisted another agency. 
A caller reported hearing gun shots on River Road. 
Police conducted a followup interview. 
A caller reported a moose on her property. 

Friday, April 5
Police assisted another agency.  
A caller reported damage to a vehicle. 
Police responded to a report of a suspicious person on the 100 

block of First Avenue. 
A caller reported abandoned vehicles left on his property at 27 

Mile. 
Police responded to a report of an intoxicated person.
A caller reported a customer who was refused service and became 

disorderly. 
Saturday, April 6

Police repsonded to a vehicle accident at 6.5 Mile Haines Highway. 
Drugs were invovled. 

Police responded to a vehicle accident at 4.5 Mile Haines Highway.
Police assisted a business. 
A caller reported the theft of his keys. 
A Juneau caller reported a person consuming alcohol in violation  

of a court order. 
A caller reported a tool bag on the sidewalk on the 200 block of 

Main Street.  
Sunday, April 7

A caller reported a neighbor was shooting excessively in the 
Eagle Bluff Subdivision. 
Monday, April 8

Police responded to a request to keep the peace. 
A caller reported a suspicious call that inquired about credit 

information. 
A caller reported mud across Lutak Road. 

There were two 911 hang-ups, four canine and 19 EMS calls, and 
eight traffic stops during this reporting period. 

Police Report

“Look deep into nature, and then you will 
understand everything better.” ~ Albert Einstein

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

Winter Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm

Sat, 9am - 4pm

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

PUBLIC NOTICE
Southeast Road Builders will start the Haines Hwy & Old 
Haines Hwy Resurface - Allen Road to MP 3.5 and Haines Hwy 
to Mud Bay Road and Haines Airport Access Road project on 
April 8, 2019.
• Work at this time will involve highway shoulder work, pipe 

work and resurfacing. Possible lane closures from MP 0 to 
MP 3.5 of the Haines Highway.

• Work will continue through August 31, 2019.
• Please note all signs,  traffi  c control devices and fl aggers.
• Call for further details, 907-766-2833, 

or email cstickler@colaska.com
We apologize in advance for any 

inconvenience.

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 

Apply for the HBPD’s
Auxiliary O	  cer Program
� e Haines Borough Police Department is 

seeking interested applicants to support a new 
Auxiliary O�  cer Program.

Interested parties should have a Law Enforcement background to include a past 
Law Enforcement Academy recognized by Alaska Police Standards Council.

Applications should be submitted to the HBPD care of O�  cer Long by no later 
than Wednesday May 15, 2019.

Haines Borough Employment Applications can be found on the Haines 
Borough Website or on the Haines Borough Police Departments Facebook page

•

•

•

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

Public Notice
2019 Property Assessment Notice:

� e Haines Borough has mailed out the 2019 Real 
Property Assessment Notices.

Please contact the Borough 907-766-6401 if you have not 
received your assessment notice.

To appeal your assessment: Pick up the appeal form at the 
Haines Borough O�  ce or go to www.hainesalaska.gov

Junk Car Removal Program
1. � e Haines Borough will be gathering requests from community 
members to dispose of derelict vehicles.

Contact 907-766-6409 or kkielsmeier@haines.ak.us to sign up.
Note: For abandoned vehicles without titles, the last registered 
owner might be able to obtain a duplicate title from DMV for 

$15. � e vehicle could then be removed following payment 
of the $50 fee and signing the title over to the Borough. 
Procedures for removing vehicles without titles are in 

Ordinance 18-06-497 and the proposed Ordinance 19-04-530.

4. Vehicles will generally be taken in order of payment/title received.

2. Community members will sign vehicle titles over to the Borough.
3. � e Borough will pick up a vehicle if it is road accessible with the 
Borough’s � atbed truck.

5. Community members will be required to pay a $50 fee to have the 
vehicle removed.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Haines Presbyterian Church 
is seeking an aide to work 
in our children’s nursery. 
Experience with babies and 
toddlers is preferred. 9:55  
to 11:20 a.m. every Sunday, 
$25/week. Background check 
required. Apply at Haines 
Presbyterian Church offi ce 
M-Th, call 766-2377 or send 
an email to hainespc@gmail.
com for an application.

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather

Day        Date        High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

57
55
55
53
58
59
64

40
32
32
29
33
39
37

March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Day        Date        High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

51
52
52
52
52
54
58

26
26
26
26
26
26
27

March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Snow on ground: 11 inches

enough to fill a professional football 
stadium more than 880 times, 
according to an Environmental 
Protection Agency review of the 
potential mine.

“So, it’s a 
provocat ion 
on the mining 
i n d u s t r y 
b a s i c a l l y ? ” 
a s s e m b l y 
m e m b e r 
B r e n d a 
J o s e p h s o n 
a s k e d  o n 
Tuesday. 

“It is not prohibiting mining 
in any way,” Prisciandaro said. 
“It’s an environmental regulation 
that would need to be followed. 
(Constantine) has no operational 
plan right now, so whether this 
would affect them in any way, I 

couldn’t tell you.”
Liz Cornejo, vice president 

of external affairs said she has 
several questions and concerns 
with the proposal.

“ I  h o p e 
a s s e m b l y 
m e m b e r s 
will engage 
the  min ing 
industry and 
state regulators 
i n  t h e 
conversation,” 
s h e  s a i d . 
“ A q u e o u s 

storage facilities, as I understand 
the ordinance to address, are 
currently allowable by state 
law under certain permitted 
conditions.”

Prisciandaro said he was 
inspired to bring the ordinance 

forward because every job he’s 
had in Haines has been based in 
the fishing industry. “This is a way 
to put a regulation in place that 
will help protect our environment 
here while still allowing industry,” 
he said.

Constantine Metal Resources 
has been exploring at the Palmer 
Project site 30 miles north of 
Haines since 2006 for minerals 
including zinc, copper, silver and 
gold.

The  pro jec t  i s  s t i l l  in 
exploration. Constantine is 
developing an economic viability 
report, the first of three steps in 
economic studies, Cornejo said 
in January.

The Haines Borough assembly 
unanimously voted to introduce 
the ordinance. It is scheduled for 
its first public hearing on April 
23 at 6:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.

The problem with 
aqueous storage is that 
our region is subject to 
seismic activity, heavy 
rainfall, avalanches.

“

”
-William Prisciandaro 

STORE from page 1
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FRON DESK ASSISTANT position 
available. Stop by the Captain’s 
Choice for application and 
setup interview. (13-14b)

SOCKEYE CYCLE is hir ing 
bicycle guides for the 2019 
season, applicants must be 21 
years or older. Clean driving 
record is required. Call 766-
2869 for more info or go to 
the employment page on our 
website www.cyclealaska.com. 
(cb)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
(HAL) has space available. 
Applications available at 230 
Dalton, suite 135, Haines, 
Alaska. (907)-766-3616 ext #3 
or #4.  Email applications may 
be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture 
Point. Public water to lot, 
approved DEC septic design.  
$250,000 terms possible.  907-
723-1599. (cb)

2  BEDROOM RENTAL  on 
Mosquito Lake Rd. Available 
4/1, $850/mo + electric & heat. 
Must have references. Call Jan 
at 767-5662 (cb)

K L U K WA N  S C H O O L  J O B 
VACANCY Position: Custodian. 
From now through May 25, 
2019. Starting salary $11.89/
hr. Monday-Friday, 4 hours/
day. Times TBD. Responsible 
for cleaning school building 
and gymnasium including 
bathrooms, sanitizing surfaces, 
and vacuuming. Qualifications: 
high school diploma, pass 
a background check and 
MUST be on time each day. If 
interested, drop by the Klukwan 
School office for an application 
or call (907) 767-5551.

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position, a back 
ground check is required and 
flexible hours  are necessary.  
Not everyone will meet this 
challenge and have the “caring 
gene” required.  $14.50 an hour 
is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 
766 - 3616 extension #4) 

CHILKOOT LAKE TOURS is 
looking for a part time fishing 
guide for the 2019 tour season. 
Come join our fantastic team 
and get paid to go fishing! Email 
us at fishing@chilkootlake.com 
or give us a call at 907-314-
0195. (14-16b)

FRONT DESK ASSISTANT 
position available - Stop by the 
Captain’s Choice for application 
and setup interview.

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VACANCY: The HBSD is 
looking for a 5th Grade Teacher 
for the upcoming school year. 
Closes 4/22/19.  Please contact 
Ashley for more info.  766-6725  
ashley@hbsd.net (14-15b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Seasonal Staff Aide. PT (20 hrs/
wk), Min. Qual: HS Diploma or 
equiv.; Starting wage: $11.74-
12.24 DOE. For more info check 
www.hainesalaska.gov. Send or 
bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us by 4/15/19 or until 
filled. EOE. Note: This position is 
exempt from the Haines Borough 
Hiring Freeze since it is seasonal 
and covered in the FY19 budget. 
(13-14b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Seasonal Port Security Officer
Seas.PT (less than 30 hrs/wk), 
Min. Qual: HS Diploma or equiv.; 
Starting wage: $16.12/hr For more 
info check www.hainesalaska.
gov. Send or bring app to Clerk 
at afullerton@haines.ak.us by 
4/22/19 or until filled. EOE. Note: 
This position is exempt from the 
Haines Borough Hiring Freeze 
since it is seasonal and covered in 
the FY19 budget. (13-14b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Seasonal Parks/General LaborerII 
Seas.FT, Min. Qual: 18 years old 
with Driver’s License; Starting 
wage: $16.12-$17.12/hr. For more 
info check www.hainesalaska.
gov. Send or bring app to Clerk 
at afullerton@haines.ak.us by 
4/26/19 or until filled. EOE. Note: 
This position is exempt from the 
Haines Borough Hiring Freeze 
since it is seasonal and covered in 
the FY19 budget. (14-15b)

(Un)Classified Ads
DRIVER / DOCK ATTENDANT: Driving, hazmat, 
customer service and barge operations.  Training for 
Professional Advancement.  What you need – Class 
B CDL with x endorsement. Full time position with 
benefi ts.  $25.00 per hour DOE. For more infor and 
to apply, visit our website at http://deltawestern.
appone.com/or stop by our offi ce. 

EEO/AAP Employer/Drug Free Workplace.

Free fire starter 
at the CVN office!

Position Title:  Mark-recapture Field Technician
Department:  Environmental services
Reports to:  Project Manager
Pay:                                   $18.00 per hour

General summary: 
This is a fi eld position requiring work in challenging 
weather conditions, in and around water, may require 
some travel by small open boat. The Field Technician will 
be responsible for taking samples; the Field Technician 
shall: (1) Take care when sampling Eulachon from trap, 
including counting each one individually and marking 
them by making a distinctive clip on their adipose fi n so they 
can be recognized up stream when they’re re-captured. (2) 
Conduct re-capture up stream, which includes using dip 
nets to catch the hooligan looking for clips and counting 
each one. (3) Record all necessary data and perform all 
necessary tasks according to the protocol established. 
Must be a team player and this is a zero tolerance work 
environment. Gunalcheesh!

Employment Opportunity 

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 
and Toyo Stove Repair • Auto 

Repair, Tire Swap, M&B •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours
OPEN Tues - Fri • 9 am - 3 pm
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

Monday & Friday
12 - 1 pm

Chilkat Center Lobby

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

SPRING hours
9Am-5:30Pm, Mon-SAT

766-2869

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Just In!
 SteriPEN Water Purifiers, VARGO & 
MSR titanium pots, bear spray, air 

horns, Seam Grip, Gerber knives, Klean 
Kanteens, Timex watches and more
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2019 Spring Class Line-up

Need a spring in 
your step to beat 
the winter blues?
 Join Thor’s Gym 

today!

-Strength & Conditioning
      - Spin Classes
 - Vinyasa Yoga

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 
1 free visit to check us out!  Call 766-3555 for more info.

“Like” us on Facebook
to see classes/schedules 
and other updates! 

Mountain Market & Cafe

Open every day • 766-3340 or 766-3380

Check out our menu online at 
www.mountain-market.com

— Your winter source for pizza —

Any 
Pizza!

Through April 30 $3 
Off

Orders taken until 3pm,  
two hours notice required.

By Jenna Kunze 
Haines Avalanche Center 

director Erik Stevens asked the 
Haines Borough Assembly for 
$20,000 in the 2020 budget on 
Tuesday.

Stevens said the money would 
be used to fund professional 
avalanche forecasting and 
education services.

The Haines Avalanche Center 
employees three part-time staff 
from November to April. They 
gather snowpack observations in 
the mountains to understand the 
state of it and track weak layers 
throughout the season.

“Using this data, and other 
observations made by the public, 
we combine that with weather 
models and we can synthesize an 
avalanche forecast that’s for the 
public that tells them how likely 
avalanches are to happen on a 
given day,” Stevens said. 

The Haines Avalanche Center 
also holds avalanche safety 
courses. Since January, it hosted 
one free information session, 
two beginner avalanche safety 
courses and two backcountry 
safety courses.

Stevens said that Juneau, Valdez, 
the Mat-Su Borough and Cordova 

all appropriate funds for their local 
avalanche centers, with amounts 
varying between $20,000 and 
$60,000 per year.

“Our local budget has been 
averaging about $20,000 every 
year,” Stevens said. The center is 
paid for with state and local grant 
funding. Historically, the Haines 
Avalanche Center received a non-
profit allocation from the Haines 
Borough.

 Stevens said that the current 
budget is not sustainable given the 
amount of hours that are needed 
for forecasting.

“A larger budget would allow 
us to use volunteers to organize 
events and gather observations for 
different things and use paid staff 
for forecasting.”

 “It’s important to understand that 
avalanche accidents are on the rise 
in Haines,” Stevens said. “There 
have been six fatalities in the last 
seven years, and these accidents 
are entirely preventable. They 
are not just random occurrences.”

Last month, 34-year-old 
backcountry snowboarder David 
Dzenawagis died in an avalanche 
on a north-facing alpine slope on 
Mount Ripinsky.

Haines Avalanche Center 
asks for borough funding 

PERMIT from page 3
said Schnabel. “It has taken two years to define resource extraction 
that most people seem familiar and satisfied with,” she said. 

But has discussing this divisive issue over an extended period of 
time made it more, rather than less, convoluted?

“When a policy issue or anything is talked about in the public sphere 
over time,” planner Smith said, “if you don’t have a good system of 
wrapping it up quickly, or people don’t see an end-date, the process 
as a whole tends to degrade.” 

“The main thing I’ve learned from this whole issue is that the perception 
of words matters more than the legal description of words,” said Heinz.

By Greg Podsiki


