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THE SOUNDS OF THE HOLIDAYS

 See CHOKE page 4

Student saved from choking

  See TROOPER page 10

Manager Seward 
fired with 4-2 vote

    See WALL page 12 

Trooper director: Haines post next in line to be cut

Assembly OKs breakwater addition

    Annual bird count  - page 6 

Fifth grade trumpeter Sophia Sutcliffe-Diaz plays while Ohlin Brooks and Leo Wald wait for their 
cues to join in during last week’s student holiday concert in the Chilkat Center for the Arts. Matt 
Davis photo.

     Heliski decision delayed - page 4

By John M. Glionna
The Haines Borough Assembly 

Tuesday reversed an earlier vote 
and approved adding a 33-foot-
long segment of steel breakwater 
barrier that fishermen and harbor 
officials called a critical piece 
of the Portage Cove Harbor 
Expansion project.

But assembly members also 
made a concession to concerns the 
project deserved equal funding to 
ensure the aesthetics of the final 
product.

The assembly voted to approve 
$420,407 to add another 33 feet 
to the project’s planned addition 
of 600 feet of steel breakwater. 
When they approved Phase 1 
of the expansion in November, 
assembly members voted down 
the “add alternate” to the project, 

but the Ports and Harbor Advisory 
Committee later voted to request 
that they revisit that decision.

In the month between the 
two votes, however, borough 
facilities director Brad Ryan told 
the assembly, the cost of the 
wall section rose $35,000 from 
$385,000 due to such factors as 
rising steel prices.

Assembly member Heather 
Lende argued that $420,407, the 
amount earmarked for the wall 
addition, should also be earmarked 
for aesthetics along the harbor. She 
made a successful motion to draft 
a resolution for the assembly’s 
January meeting to discuss the 
issue.

Money for both expenditures 
became available after the borough 
found itself with additional funds 

By Natalie Helms
When a Haines High School 

student called for help as he began 
to choke at school Monday, Natalie 
Benassi’s instincts kicked in.

“This is not only a student; this 
is someone’s child,” Benassi said. 
She works as a paraprofessional 
at the school.

Benassi was walking to class 
with a student just after 10 a.m. 
Monday during the high school 
nutrition break. As she passed 
the common area, she heard loud, 
exaggerated coughing.

“I thought they were joking,” 

 See SEWARD page 12

for the estimated $34 million 
harbor expansion project. The 
costs for the first phase came 
in under budget – effectively 
meaning that $1.9 million of the 
$19.5 million in state money 
allocated for the first phase is 
available for other work.

Assembly member Tresham 
Gregg agreed with Lende.

“It’s very important that this 
harbor be as beautiful and as much 
of an attraction as we can make it,” 
he said. “And we need to find the 
money to make that happen.”

Assembly member Mike Case 
said the breakwater barrier was 
critical for safety. “We have to 
do this – it’s now or never to get 
it done. It’s a safety issue,” he 

By John M. Glionna and Natalie 
Helms

After only six months on the 
job, Manager Bill Seward was 
terminated Wednesday night by 
the borough assembly following 
an emotionally-wracked evening 
in which a tearful Mayor Jan Hill 
accused the panel of being “axe 
hurlers.” 

The abrupt dismissal came 
after complaints that Seward 
suffered ongoing personnel 
issues with his borough staff and 
initiated numerous actions without 
assembly direction.

Assembly members Heather 
Lende and Margaret Friedenauer 
said  they received several 
unsolicited calls from borough 
staff about the atmosphere under 
Seward’s leadership. Member 
Tresham Gregg expressed concern 
that some of Seward’s actions 
might leave the borough open to 
legal action.

“ H e  s e e m s  t o  j u m p  t o 
conclusions and make personal 
decisions about people and those 
on his staff that don’t seem to be 
researched,” Gregg said.

The late-night drama unfolded 
during what would otherwise 
have been a routine six-month 
evaluation written into Seward’s 
contract when he was hired May 
14 on a 4-2 vote by the assembly.

Coincidentally, the emotionally-
d iv ided  borough  assembly 
terminated Seward by the same vote.

Morphet, Friedenenuer, Gregg 
and Ron Jackson voted for the 

termination. Mike Case and 
Heather Lende were opposed.

All but 45 minutes of the three-
and-a-half-hour meeting were held 
in public at Seward’s request.

The critical moment in the 
debate came when the assembly 
went into an executive session to 
discuss allegations that Seward 
told the president of a company 
that employs resident Gershon 
Cohen that the company would 
get no work in Haines as long as 
Cohen worked there.

Following that session, a 
meeting that seemed like it was 
going to end by giving Seward a 
three-month probation to remedy 
the assembly’s problems with 
his performance turned raucous 
as a dozen stunned residents – 
including Seward’s wife Cary – 
looked on.

Just before 10 p.m., as the 
assembly neared a 10 p.m. meeting 
deadline, members voted on a 
measure introduced by assembly 
member Tom Morphet, who owns 
the Chilkat Valley News, that 
Seward should be terminated 
immediately for cause.

One by one, assembly members 
rued the fact that, while they liked 
working with Seward, they did 
not think he could turn around a 
profoundly-flawed performance 
during his short time on the job.

Prior to his hiring in May, 
Seward, a Kodiak-born Tlingit 
Native, served in the Coast Guard 

By John M. Glionna
Alaska Department of Public 

Safety Col. James Cockrell warned 
last week that if his agency suffered 
continued budget cuts, Haines will 
be the next rural community in the 
state to lose its state trooper.

“If we get any more cuts in our 
resources, Haines will be the first 
post we close,” he said. 

Haines Borough last week 
drafted a letter asking whether 
Alaska State Troopers plan to 
replace Andrew Neason, the area’s 
only blue-uniformed trooper, who 
announced he will leave his post 
Dec. 15 after three-and-a-half 
years on the job.

They might not like the answer.
Currently, Haines Highway 

between the townsite and the 
Canadian border is patrolled by 
two state lawmen – Neason and 
State Wildlife Trooper Trent 

Chwialkowski. Upon Neason’s 
departure, Chwialkowski will 
apparently pick up Neason’s 
responsibilities.

“We are gravely concerned that 
ongoing state and local budget 
challenges are threatening the 
Alaska State Trooper-Haines 
Borough Post,” said the letter, 
drafted by mayor Jan Hill, borough 
manager Bill Seward and police 
chief Heath Scott.

“The lack of this post being 
back-filled will  threaten to 
undermine public safety and the 
emergency readiness of first-
responders in our region.”

Cockrell said the decision to 
replace Neason will be delayed 
until the department learns whether 
it will suffer any additional cuts in 
the next fiscal year.

State budget cuts have slashed 
trooper numbers in many rural 

communities across Alaska. 
Over the last two fiscal years, 

Alaska State Troopers have lost 
32 trooper positions and more than 
$7 million of their budget. “We 
haven’t had an equipment budget 
for two years,” Cockrell said.

He said the department has 
tried to base its cuts in more urban 
areas. “We’ve tried to leave rural 
Alaska as full as we can,” he said, 
adding the continued budget cuts 
are bringing hard choices.

The agency has already closed 
posts in Girdwood, Ninilchik, 
McGrath and Talkeetna.

Cockrell said Haines has other 
agencies such as its townsite 
police department to help pick up 
the slack. If no further cuts occur, 
Cockrell said a replacement for 
Neason would not arrive in Haines 
until August at the earliest. “We’re 
very concerned about our staffing 

numbers,” he said. 
“Alaska State Troopers are 

undermanned even when every 
position is filled. In areas with 
high crimes and sexual assaults, 
we simply cannot keep up with the 
calls for service,” he added.

Borough officials worry if 
Haines joins the list, a border area 
will be ripe for drug importation, 
and domestic and sexual abuse 
cases won’t be prosecuted. The 
letter written last week includes 
an attachment showing that court 
cases and crimes have risen in 
Haines in the last year.

Haines police plan to hold town 
meetings this month in Haines and 
Mosquito Lake to discuss the loss 
of trooper service.

“What concerns me is that we 
are a border town. The trooper 
covers the Haines Highway all the 
way to the border. The borough 

police have a limited area in 
town,” said mayor Hill. “We’ve 
gone through this before. We’ve 
had troopers here only to lose them 
after a few years. It’s a concern.”

Hill said she had to look out for 
her own constituents.

“We understand state budget 
cuts. We’re heading into our own 
budget season as well. So we get 
it,” she said. “But we feel strongly 
about trooper coverage. So, as 
much as we understand, we need 
to make the case for the services 
we need.”

Alaska State Trooper Sgt. 
Mat t  Hightower,  Neason’s 
supervisor in Juneau, said both 
the state and wildlife troopers are 
interchangeable and “are charged 
with enforcing the same laws.”

“Still, anytime we lose a trooper, 
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Letters to the Editor 

Safety net frays with 
case manager decline

Thursday, Dec. 15
 Community meeting to discuss Lutak Dock, 
5:30 p.m. at the library. To discuss preliminary 
dock concept designs and cost estimates.
 Third Thursday Ski Films, 6:30 p.m. at 
Fairweather Ski Shop in Dalton City, by donation 
to benefit Haines huts.
 Klukwan Library Film Presentation, 7 p.m. 
at the Haines Library. Featuring, “Cultivating 
Traditional Practices Film Series – Dry Strips & 
Naayadi” and “Documenting Tlingit Traditions 
While Creating a Replica Longhouse.”

Friday, Dec. 16
 Chamber of Commerce luncheon, noon at 
the Harbor Bar. R&M Consultants will speak 
about the Lutak Dock. Lunch available from the 
Lighthouse Restaurant.
 Deadline for letters to Santa, 5 p.m. at the 
post office.
 Bingo, 7 p.m. at the ANB Hall. Sponsored by 
the Haines Chamber of Commerce. Every Friday 
evening.

Saturday, Dec. 17
 2016 Christmas Bird Count, sign up at 
Alaska Backcountry Outfitters, or call 766-3664.
 Haines Sportsmans Association’s Annual 
Turkey Shoot, warm-up 9 a.m., contest 10 
a.m. at the Mud Bay rifle range. 766-2490 for 
information.
 Cookies by the Pound, 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Senior Center.
 Last Minute Shoppers Bazaar, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the ANB Hall.
 Wild Bird Winter: Solstice Celebration, 3 
to 5 p.m. at the American Bald Eagle Foundation. 
Tresham Gregg will teach a wildlife drawing 
class.
 Holiday Parade, 4 p.m., line-up at 3:30 p.m. 
at Thor’s Gym.
 Haines Uglys Gifts for Grub, 5 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall.
 Northern Lights Showcase, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center, $10 admission.

Sunday, Dec. 18
 Holly Jolly Follies, 4 p.m. in the Chilkat 
Center.
 Haines Women’s Basketball League, 4:30 
p.m. at the high school gym. Call 507-382-0680.
 Haines Men’s Basketball League, 6:10 and 
7:30 p.m. at the high school gym. Call 766-3054.

Monday, Dec. 19
 Solid Waste Working Group meeting, 3 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.

 Open gym volleyball, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
high school gym.

Tuesday, Dec. 20
 Tykes and Trikes, 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. at the 
elementary school gym. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
for ages 0 to 3 years.
 Town hall meeting with the police chief, 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. at the Haines library, and 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at Mosquito Lake School and Commmunity 
Center. To discuss the state’s inability to fill the 
local, departing, State Trooper’s position.

Friday, Dec. 23
 Haines Borough offices closed for holiday, 
through Monday, Dec. 26.

Saturday, Dec. 24
 Christmas Eve church services, 7 p.m. at the 
Haines Christian Center and Presbyterian Church. 
7:30 p.m. at the Catholic Church.

Sunday, Dec. 25
 Christmas Day church services, 9 a.m. mass 
at the Catholic church, 11 a.m. at the Presbyterian 
church.

Thursday, Dec. 29
 Haines Port and Harbor Committee meeting, 
10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.

Saturday, Dec. 31
 Casino Royal New Year’s Eve party, 9 p.m. in 
Harriet Hall at the fairgrounds.

Friday, Jan. 3
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4 to 5:30 
p.m. at the library. Thomas Hartmann will discuss 
publishing photo books.
 Veterans Listening Session, 5 to 6:30 p.m. at 
the Haines Veterans Village and Wellness Center, 
with Alaska VA Healthcare System Director, 
Dr. Timothy D. Ballard, MD. 907-257-5490 for 
information.

Monday, Jan. 9
 Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
meeting, 4:30 p.m. at the library.

Wednesday, Jan. 11
 Town hall harbor meeting, 6 p.m. in the library 
to discuss the Portage Cove Harbor Expansion 
project.

Thursday, Jan. 12
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, noon in 
assembly chambers.

By Leigh Horner
Molly Frances Dorn was 

born Dec. 9 at Bartlett Regional 
Hospital to parents Eliza and Dr. 
Justin Dorn. She weighed 6 lbs., 
15 oz. and measured 29 inches. 
Grandparents include Jim Dorn 
and Sarah Olsen of Juneau, 
Marty Early of Lancaster, Pa., 
and Chip and Heather Lende of 
Haines. Aunt J.J. and uncle Bryan 
Hinderberger were among the 
first to hold her. Additional family 
in Juneau include aunt Betsy 
Dorn and fiancée Jonathan 
Wood. Aunt Stoli and uncle 
Nels Lynch and cousins Lani 
and Sylvia will meet the newest 
family member this week as they 
return from Hawaii. Aunt Sarah 
and uncle Brian Elliott and 
cousins Caroline and Ivy Elliott 
will make a Christmas visit.

Baby boy Haines Earl Barrack 
was born on Dec. 14 at 2:30 a.m. 
to parents Tyler and Katharine 
Barrack in Wilmington, North 
Carolina. Tyler Barrack spent 
many  summers  in  Haines 
commercial fishing and working 
at the Valley of the Eagles Golf 
Links.

Juneau Arts and Humanities 
Center is featuring the artwork 
of local artist Katie Craney 
along with Juneau artist Margo 
Conolly in the show “Surface/
Layer.” Katie works with a variety 
of materials including metal, wax, 
paper and gauze. The show hangs 

through December.
Nattaphon “Ice” Wangyot 

has submitted the final paperwork 
and is officially a United States 
citizen. Ice,  who works at 
Mountain Market, appreciates all 
the support she’s received over the 
last year. She hopes to travel back 
to Thailand in a couple of years to 
visit friends and family.

Haines High School junior 
Ivan Hotch and Klukwan School 
sophomore Gilbert Slawson have 
returned from a Native Youth 
Leadership Conference in Palm 
Springs, Calif., that focused on 
developing community service 
projects. Singer Taboo from the 
band Black Eyed Peas was the 
guest speaker at the conference 
and Ivan and Gilbert bumped 
into U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders at 
Seattle airport, snapping photos 
with both of them.

Josh Feldbusch has been 
here from Gilberts, Ill., visiting 
Madeline Witek. He enjoyed 
helping set up the “White Fang” 
exhibit at the Sheldon Museum, 
eagle viewing and playing trivia 
at the Pioneer Bar. He’s hoping to 
make a return trip soon.

Nadine Price-Schruefer 
recently was featured in a 
GCI Alaska Born and Raised 
advertising campaign. GCI is 
highlighting what makes living in 
Alaska an amazing place. Nadine’s 
n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
celebrates her large family and 

subsistence upbringing. Gladys 
Meacock had been selected in 
the past and is featured on the 
GCI webpage. See the ads at gci.
com, and click on “Alaska Born 
and Raised.”

A brass ensemble with John 
Hunt, Matt Davis and Mark 
Davis entertained the crowd with 
music as over 75 photos were 
taken with Santa at the museum. 
Mike Howard has been helping 

Museum clarifies details from article
I want to thank everyone again who has contributed to the “White 

Fang” exhibit at the museum. It’s been exciting to watch visitors relive 
this special moment as they remember friends and experiences from 
this once-in-a-lifetime event. The information in the exhibit is accurate 
to the memories of those who shared their experiences with me, the 
stories written at the time in the Chilkat Valley News, and documents 
from the production of “White Fang” itself. That being said I need to 
correct several errors about the exhibit that were recently published 
in the CVN:

The set for both Skagway and Klondike City (later changed to Dalton 
City after the move to the fairgrounds) was at Jones Point.

The mid-winter thaw that occurred in Haines in 1990 extended the 
filming schedule for the movie. It did not drive filmmakers into the 
Yukon.

While it is possible that some of the characters in the television show 
“Northern Exposure” may have been inspired by Haines residents, the 
TV show was already in production before filming started for “White 
Fang” and the pilot aired the week after filming for “White Fang” was 
wrapped. There are rumors that Haines was also scouted as a location 
for the TV show, but that can neither be confirmed nor denied.

As for the wolves and dogs that were excited for the potato-flake 
slush? They were the trained animal actors, not wild animals attracted 
to the set.

 Madeline Witek
Community Coordinator at the Sheldon Museum

Editor’s note: The CVN regrets the errors.
 

Library thankful for community support
As the saying goes, it takes a village - and what a village we have. 

The Friends of the Library recently hosted two fundraising events at 
the library and both were a resounding success. A big thank you to all 
of the individuals and businesses who donated trees for the Lighting 
of the Library, the many talented musical performers, and the passel 
of elves who helped get the library festively decorated and sparkling 
for our community to enjoy.

A week later, many donated delicious desserts to be auctioned for a 
LEAP (Library Expansion Addition Project) fundraiser - Winter Cheer, 
a gourmet appetizer dinner. A hearty thank you to Rebekah McCoy and 
Tom Heywood for their musical addition for that lovely event.

It’s always a joy to see how our community responds to the many 
fundraisers. Thank you, thank you, thank you for your continued giving.

Nelle Jurgeleit-Greene
President, Friends of the Library

Winter square dance a big success
Friends of Mosquito Lake School Community Center welcomed over 

40 people to our Winter Square Dance and dinner on Dec. 10. Thanks 
to all of the dancers who turned out on a cold winter’s night for 
food, fellowship and fun! Thanks also to caller Spencer Douthit and 
musicians Eric Holle and Tom Heywood.  Watch for announcements 
of future dances on our Facebook page. Call 767-5414 to reserve the 
space for your own event or class.

Dawn Drotos on behalf of FMLSCC

See CASE page 3

By Natalie Helms
A year after state funding cuts 

caused Lynn Canal Counseling 
to fold into Southeast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium, 
another Haines nonprofit is 
stretched thin from the blowback.

Margaret Sebens of Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living said 
her caseload has doubled since 
Lynn Canal Counseling merged 
with SEARHC in the fall of 2015.

SAIL is seeing a big increase in 
referrals and people needing case 
management, Sebens said. 

“ I  have  def in i te ly  been 
experiencing a big influx and 
at times wondering ‘What am I 
going to do? There’s no possible 
way I can serve all these people 
effectively,’” she said.

Sebens defined a case manager 
as someone who helps build 
a safety net of services for a 
person to function in daily life. 
Anyone with chronic or long-term 
challenges, including medical 
or psychological conditions or 
people in crisis, may need the 
assistance of a case manager.

But Sebens said the two-person 
Haines crew working for SAIL 
is not able to take over so many 
time-consuming and complicated 
cases.

Sebens is currently managing 
22 active cases. At least half 
require extensive help with 
everything from applying for 
disability, social security, public 
assistance, Medicaid, supported 
living, supported employment 

and more.
As far as a solution, Sebens 

said she is toying with the idea 
of training at least one volunteer 
to assist in filling out time-
consuming paperwork.

Sebens also refers some patients 
to a local family services case 
manager, Kelsey Taylor of Central 
Council Tlingit and Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska. Taylor was out 
of town this week.

Lynn  Cana l  Counse l ing 
had employed case managers 
and SEARHC had employed 
one in its behavioral health 
function. But SEARHC now has 
no such position, said agency 
administrative assistant Heather 
Haack of Haines. Some cases 
with SEARHC have transferred to 
Taylor with Tlingit-Haida.

Haack and four SEARHC 
clinicians only can deal with 
short-term cases due to the vacant 
position. If it’s determined a case 
will take too much time away 
from clinicians, SEARHC staff 
will refer cases to the other two 
organizations. 

“We don’t want to get in over 
our heads with case management,” 
Haack said.

New SEARHC administrator 
Pat Hefley said that because the 
clinical side of SEARHC deals 
heavily with medical cases that 
often require referring patients out 
of the community for care, long-
term local case management is 
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State Parks fields gate questions

SANTA-ATHALON - JC Davis, Luke Davis (behind), Gaelen 
Allen and Mark Davis compete in the snowshoe race during last 
Saturday’s Santa-Athalon. Other events included a slingshot shoot, 
wood splitting, present wrappinig and milk and cookie eating 
contents. Matt davis photo.

Thank you for all your creative entries!

Supported by Alaska Arts Confl uence&

WINNERS  of the Gingerbread House Contest are:  
1st Place:  Lighthouse  (Tulsi Zahnow and Charlie Bower)
2nd Place:  Snowman’s Yurt  (Anne Marie Fossman)
3rd Place:  Unidenti� ed Flying Gingerbread 
                                             (Maddox and Matilda Rogers)
Other Participants:  Debra Schnabel, Gabriella Galinski, Anna Fullerton, 
Ketch Jacobson, Parker Blair, Nic Wilde, Orion Grimes and Dylan Swinton.

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Sold, Sold, Pending, Pending
We can also help you have a happy ending!!

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate • Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate

100% Locally Owned and Operated and Giving Back to Haines!

SOLD
SOLD

PENDING
PENDING

Haines Chamber of Commerce
New Year’s Eve Celebration
& Casino Night Fundraiser

    •Roulette •Blackjack 
 •Craps •Poker 

                •Split-the-Pot Raffle
                   •“Fireball” Pulltabs

Harriett Hall  9pm - 1am

New Year’s Eve... the party of the year.

       Chamber Members:
Reserve a table for your 
business associates, employees... 
$250 or $500 w/perks!
        Call 766-2202 for details

DANCE!
to the Beat of 

the God Particles
10pm - 12:30am

*PRESOLD TICKETS ONLY*
Chamber Office

Gateway Bldg., Main St. 

$25 buys $400 in chips

Mountain Market & Cafe

Open every day • 766-3340 or 766-3380

check out our menu online at 
www.mountain-market.com

— Your winter source for pizza —

—Celebrating 25 years in business!

By John M. Glionna
Why the state Division of 

Parks recently built a gate on 
the Chilkoot River Road remains 
clouded.

Amid questioning last week 
by the Haines Borough Planning 
Commission, state Park Ranger 
Travis Russell could offer few 
details of what use the gate served 
and why it was installed without 
public comment or notice.

In the end, the committee 
requested Russel l  and his 
supervisors supply the borough 
with all agency internal emails 
and meeting minutes involved in 
the decision, although that might 
be a dead end. 

In an interview, Russell’s 
supervisor Mike Eberhardt said 
that no such documents exist. 
Eberhardt said the gate is for 
counting visitors.   

The stout metal gate, erected in 
late October just beyond a private 
lodge on the road, immediately 
raised hackles. The riverside road 
is a magnet for tours, an often 
crowded viewing area when a 
dozen or more bears feed along 
the river starting in mid-summer.

Residents have asked why they 
weren’t consulted on the gate and 
why it was needed.

Russell, who attended the 
Thursday night commission 
meeting by telephone, at times 
struggled to come up with answers 
to pointed questions by the 
commission and residents.

He repeatedly deferred to 
management decisions made 
above his head.

Russell described his agency’s 

plans to build public viewing 
platforms along the road. A plan 
to surface the road also is in the 
works.

Russell spent several moments 
explaining why the new gate 
would never be closed. “It was 
put there in case of an emergency 
where we need to restrict access,” 
he said. “Right now, I can’t see a 
reason to close it.”

One commissioner asked about 
the people who have private 
property on the far side of 
Chilkoot Lake and who use the 
road as access.

Russell said the gate, if closed 
at all, would remain shut for only 
a short while.

“Only for a few hours, maybe 
half a day,” he said. “It’s not our 
intent to restrict access to people’s 
properties. It will only be closed in 
the case of an emergency.”

But what, asked commissioner 
Larry Geise, constituted an 
emergency?

“Nothing comes to mind,” 
Russell answered. “If we have a 
traffic accident, we might have to 
close it. But with the low speeds 
there, I don’t see that as the case.”

A hiker who fell  from a 
mountainside at Chilkoot Lake 
last summer was mentioned, 
but all agreed there would be no 
reason to close the road for that 
event.

Russell said the management’s 
intention was to have the ability 
to close the gate. But he added 
that if people rent space at the 
campground, they have a legal 
access to their space. “It’s like a 
hotel,” Russell said. “We can’t 

impede access.”
Geise also wanted to know 

about the timeline of state parks’ 
plans at the park.

“Why start a development 
project by putting a gate up first?” 
he asked. “That defies logic.”

Russell said parks officials 
wanted to build the gate when 
bears weren’t present. He added 
that future work there would take 
place either next spring or fall – 
before or after bear high-season.

“We wanted to get that gate up 
before we dove into the whole 
project,” Russell said.

Planning commission members 
also questioned whether any road 
work or construction at the park 
would disturb Chilkoot Native 
archaeology or human remains 
found there. “Skulls have rolled 
out of the hillside 50 feet from that 
gate,” said committee member 
Lee Heinmiller.

Russell said there would be 
Alaska Native observers on hand. 
“If the contractors do uncover 
anything, they’ll have to stop 
immediately,” he said.

Since most work involved road 
resurfacing, he said he didn’t think 
it would be a problem.

But, mostly, the commission 
and public wanted answers on 
why the gate was built in the 
first place. “The gate was never 
on any plans that went out to the 
public hearing process,” said Pam 
Randles, president of the Alaska 
Chilkoot Bear Foundation. 

“Why was that changed?” she 
asked. “It was supposed to be an 
informational kiosk, not a gate. 
A kiosk would have been a much 
smaller footprint.”

Added commission member 
Brenda Josephson: “This is a 
significant change. People don’t 
put in gates without the intention 
of closing them. I think you 
can understand. The community 
is concerned about a lack of 
disclosure.”

She then instructed Russell to 
supply all documents that might 
explain why the gate was installed 
without a pubic permit process.

In an interview, Eberhardt, 
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Natural Resources Southeast 
Area superintendent, said he 
understands the negative public 
reaction.

He said the division of parks last 
year assumed responsibility for the 
road into the area from the state 
Department of Transportation.

“The area hasn’t been monitored 
in the past and suddenly here’s big 
brother putting in a gate,” he said. 
“I get that.”

Eberhardt said that previously 
there was no way to gauge how 
many visitors came to the area 
to watch bears. “There might 
be several hundred people on a 
weekend night and, 12 hours later, 
nobody,” he said. “We needed a 
way to establish those numbers 
and a kiosk-gate greeting area was 
a way to do that.”

He said the agency would 

turn over all emails and meeting 
minutes compiled in making the 
gate decision. Except that there 
are none, Eberhardt said.

“It’s like when you buy a house 
and you think a fence should be 
there,” he said. “You just build it. 
That’s what you do.”

A s k e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e 
confusion over the gate, he 
said, “I can’t control people’s 
misunderstandings. There’s 
always been a kiosk gate planned 
for that area.”

At last week’s meeting, Russell 
said state parks couldn’t close the 
gate if it wanted.

“The pins are too short to put 
the locks in,” he said. “So the 
gate couldn’t be locked even if 
we needed to close it.”

“not a function we could afford.”
Citing state budget cuts, Hefley 

said, “Piece by piece, the social 
networks that exist that are 
starting to fray at the edges.”

Ke l ly  Wi l l i amson ,  who 
manages SEARHC outpatient 
facilities in Haines, Juneau and 
Sitka, said the agency intends to 
fill that case manager position 
again. She stressed that SEARHC 
is a patient-centered facility and 
will develop treatment around the 
person’s needs.

“If someone needs long-term 
(care), we’ll make that work,” 
she said.

Haines resident Lowana Drurey 
was one of the people directly 
affected by the fraying safety net. 

Drurey, 52, was served by 
a case manager at Lynn Canal 
Counseling for about 16 years 
before the merger, when she had 
to manage on her own for about 
six months before being referred 
to SAIL this year.

D r u r e y  s a i d  s h e  h a s 
epilepsy, bipolar disorder and a 
developmental disability. The 
most difficult part of managing on 
her own was trying to find some 
emotional support.

“(SAIL) helps me live out there 
in the world,” she said. “It’s hard 
when you look fine on the outside 
but you’re sick on the inside. 
Sometimes it can be very hard to 
deal with and they help you cope 
with that.”

Sebens said from her experience 
in the social services network in 
Haines, there are good services 
here compared to many Alaskan 
communities and the Lower 48. 
But due to the “perfect storm” of 
even more looming budget cuts, 
more and more people are going 
into crisis and will need social 
services.

“That’s something we all feel 
like we need to be preparing 
ourselves for, but how to do that, 
I don’t know,” Sebens said.
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Assembly delays action on heliski map expansion

In this season of celebrations, the holidays can be challenging for those who 
grieve the loss of loved ones. Hospice of Haines off ers these suggestions, 
gathered from several sources, which may help you navigate the weeks ahead. 

� It’s OK to be direct and let others know if you are not in the holiday spirit, 
“up” for social gatherings or family traditions. 

� Have an exit strategy. If you choose to att end events or parties, if it’s possible, 
have your own mode of transportation (even if this means having the number 
for a taxi): It will give you control over where you are and how long you stay. 

� Let someone in or fi nd a support group. While you may feel weary of being 
perceived as a “downer,” it’s important to have at least one person who knows 
that your insides don’t match the cheerful decor of the season.

� It’s OK to cry. In fact, your tears may help others access their own emotions. It 
takes the pressure off  “holding it together.” Tears are healing.

� Carry out a ritual. Remember what your loved one may have liked to do over 
the holiday. Did he/she have a favorite dish you could prepare? Did he/she go 
on a Christmas Eve walk? Did he/she like to sit in a favorite pew? 

� If you are supporting grieving children, involve your children in the holiday 
planning: light a memorial candle next to a photo; help your child write a 
lett er to the deceased one, or draw a picture in remembrance. The death of a 
loved one can be extremely diffi  cult for a teenager. Talk openly about your 
sadness. Remember how grief can be a roller coaster ride for them too. 

� Practice self-care. For the bereaved, physical, emotional and spiritual 
self-care is critical. Get enough sleep and eat well. Stay connected with 
your family, friends and congregation. Consciously practice gratitude 
for the beauty of our environment: bundle up and go out for a stroll.

�   Grief and the Holidays   �

Hospice of Haines wishes to thank our community for 
a year of kind words of gratitude and generous gifts. 

Call anytime: 766-3645

she said. “I was about to tell the 
kid, ‘Calm down. You’re making 
a scene,’” when she noticed the 
student’s face was quickly turning 
red. 

The student was able to muster a 
“help me,” and Benassi was across 
the room in a flash, forgetting she 
set the coffee cup in her hand 
down on a nearby table.

She wrapped her arms around 
him and performed the Heimlich 
Maneuver. With three thrusts, 
what Benassi described as “a 
mash” of food was dislodged. 
Benassi said the student helped 
by bending forward; there was 
a significant height difference 
between them.

After the ordeal, the student 
said to Benassi, “Thank you; I 

owe you a big one.”
Benassi said she has been 

trained several times in basic first 
aid by the Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department as part of her jobs at 
the school and at REACH. She 
was thankful that the department 
offers those services in Haines.

“I’m so grateful that it worked,” 
she said. “It took me hours to come 
down from that, as a staff member 
and also a parent,” Benassi said.

Superintendent Tony Habra 
said the incident happened in less 
than a minute, and commended 
Benassi at Tuesday’s school board 
meeting for her accomplishment.

“ I  th ink  anybody  could 
have done it, but I’m glad that 
somebody was there,” Benassi 
said. “I’m just glad that he’s OK.”

By John M. Glionna
In the face of two appeals 

citing conflicts of interest, the 
Haines  Borough assembly 
Tuesday voted unanimously to 
delay the controversial process of 
redrawing recreational helicopter 
flight and landing paths until next 
summer.

A newly-formed advisory panel 
will have more data on the plan’s 
effects on mountain goats and 
denning grizzly bears and have 
time to review code language on 
conflicts.

In several confusing exchanges, 
the assembly then decided in split 
votes to deny the appeals.

One challenged the participation 
of two local heliskiing company 
owners on the five-member 
heliskiing map committee, 
allowing them to deliberate and 
vote on recommendations in 
which had a financial interest.

The second appeal challenged 
an assembly decision to have 
the question of helisking map 
committee composition decided 
by the borough’s tourism advisory 
board.

The chair and co-chair of 
Tourism Advisory Board are both 
heliskiing company operators.

The assembly ruled the two 
appeals were moot because their 
vote to form a new committee 
next year essentially remedied 
the possible conflict-of-interest 
question.

Assemb ly  Member  Ron 
Jackson,  who chai red  the 
helicopter advisory committee, 
introduced the motion to direct 
borough manager Bill Seward 
to delay making his scheduled 
recommendations to the assembly 
on the heliskiing committee’s 
findings.

Jackson’s motion directed 
the borough manager to “create 
a resolution pursuant to HBC 
5.18.080 (I)(2) to postpone the 
map committee and manager’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t o  b e 
considered at a future date in 
summer 2017 when reports from 
[fish and game] are available 
and a new committee has been 
established after the code has been 
revised.”

Jackson told the assembly that 
the specter of conflict of interest 
has been “a real sticky issue. I’ve 
already read through 25 pages 
of attorney’s opinions related to 
the heliskiing situation. We need 
to clean up the code so we’re 
credible when we go forward 
with this.”

In an interview after the 
meeting, Jackson said he quickly 
realized the heliskiing committee 
he was appointed to chair had 
flaws in its makeup. “We created 
this code of the random computer 
selection process and the manager 
applied it,” he said. 

“Sundberg found a loophole 
and when he got in there, it 

suddenly raised this whole ethics 
thing. We had not specifically 
said an industry person could not 
apply to serve on the board as 
a resident. When Sundberg did 
that, it deprived us of a resident 
member and created two industry 
members.”

Residents questioned why local 
heliski co-owners Sean Brownell 
Scott Sundberg were both voting 
members. 

The heliski committee was 
formed by several sources: Mayor 
Jan Hill, the helisking industry 
and a random-choice computer 
program. 

To represent conservation 
interests, Hill selected Meredith 
Pochardt, executive director 
of the Takshanuk Watershed 
Council. Jackson was appointed 
to represent the borough assembly 
and Sean Brownell, co-owner of 
Alaska Heliskiing, was selected to 
represent the heliskiing industry. 

A computer-generated random 
selection determined the two 
final members from seven Haines 
residents who applied for two 
at-large positions: Resident Lori 
Smith and Sundberg.

On Oct. 26, borough attorney 
Patrick Munson of Anchorage 
advised the borough that “having 
a member deliberate and vote on 
changes submitted by the member 
also creates a fairly obvious 
perception of a conflict of interest 
that may (understandably) trouble 
the public.”

Munson said the borough’s code 
of ethics did not categorically 
prohibit people affiliated with 
the heliskiing industry from 
participating in all heliskiing 
matters that come before the map 
committee because this would 
defeat the purpose of including 
an industry representative on the 
committee.

Munson concluded:  “We 
therefore recommend that the 
member recuse him or herself 
from the deliberations regarding 
the map changes submitted by 
the member.”

However, the opinion did not 
make clear whether Munson’s 
statement referred to Sundberg, 
Brownell, or both.

Jackson and borough officials 
interpreted Munson’s wording to 
mean that Brownell could vote but 
Sundberg shouldn’t.

“If he had referred (by name) to 
specific people, that would have 
cleared things up,” Jackson said 
in the interview. He and Seward 
called Munson for clarification 
and “left feeling we were doing 
the right thing. If there was a 
communication gap, it was a two-
way street.”

But the chosen approach did not 
quell complaints.

Dana Hallet told the assembly 
Tuesday that borough code was 
clearly violated by allowing 
the two heliskiing owners to 

deliberate and vote on map change 
proposals.

Hallett stressed that both 
heliskiing company owners on 
the committee benefitted if a new 
area was opened for helicopters. 
“Since there is no exclusive right 
to any given area of the map, all 
permit holders have a substantial 
financial interest in all of the 
proposals, not just the proposals 
put forth by their company,” he 
told the assembly.

Under  i tem 2 .62 .040 of 
the code, he said, voting on 
certain questions is prohibited. 
He read the law, which states, 
“No assembly member or the 
member of any committee, board 
or commission may vote on any 
question on which the member 
has substantial financial interest.”

He said the borough assembly 
should restart the process with a 
code change that more specifically 
outlined what comprised a 
conflict-of-interest.

“In order to avoid conflicts of 
interest, the committee structure 
should be changed,” Hallett said. 
“Industry must not be selected as 
voting members.”

When  seve ra l  a s sembly 
members told Hallett his appeal 
had been rendered moot by 
the earlier vote to create a new 
committee, he persisted, saying his 
appeal “would have ramifications 
that spread beyond this case. It 
goes to how we manage other 
committees in the future.”

He added, “Ultimately, a flawed 
process brings on a flawed result. 
It’s important for this assembly 
to say ‘Yes, we’re here to follow 
the law.’”

Later, Hallett said he was 
disappointed by the assembly’s 
decision to refuse his appeal.

“They took the easy way out,” 
he said. “They could have made a 
bigger statement about the future 
expectation of ethical standards if 
they affirmed my appeal and then 
referenced the vote they had just 
taken on changing the committee. 
They didn’t do that.”

In his appeal, Eric Holle 
of Lynn Canal Conservation 
questioned whether the borough’s 
Tourism Advisory Board should 
have deliberated and voted on an 

ordinance to amend the makeup 
of the heliskiing map committee. 
In October, the assembly had 
referred the matter to the TAB.

Holle said the tourism aboard 
itself had a conflict because its 
chair and co-chair are also heliski 
permit holders.  Chairman Sean 
Gaffney is a 74 percent owner 
of Alaska Mountain Guides 
and Sundberg is slightly over a 
42 percent owner of Southeast 
Alaska Backcountry Adventures.

In his appeal, Holle requested 
that “any TAB actions pertaining 
to a change in the makeup of 
the heliski map committee that 
occurred in violation of Haines 
Borough code be disregarded by 
the manager and assembly.”

Assembly  member  Tom 
Morphet, who owns the Chilkat 
Valley News, voted to deny 
Hallet’s appeal but opposed 
denying Holle’s.

“I became uncomfortable with 
just denying the appeals – all we 
did was tell the applicants that 
we were going to go back and 
revisit this issue. We basically 
just postponed things,” he said. 
“I understand why they may be 
apprehensive to drop their appeals 
because we may not solve it to 
their satisfaction.”

Morphet said he found value 
in the issues brought to light by 
the appeals.

In an interview, Sundberg 
insisted that he abstained from any 
vote that involved his company.

“Even if the borough approves 
all the map changes, the heliskiing 
industry will take a 3 percent 
gain in its areas of operation. I 
challenge the borough to show 
that I or anyone else increased 
our financial opportunities by a 3 
percent net gain.”

In a legal opinion issued Dec. 
12, Munson suggested that the 
borough review its code of ethics 
to determine whether the assembly 
“intends to prevent citizens 
serving on specific advisory 
boards and committees from 
voting on subjects about what 
the citizens have both particular 
knowledge as a result of their 
business operation and financial 
or personal interests.”

Morphet also questioned 

whether the borough attorney 
was called in to issue an opinion 
of borough codes he reviewed in 
the first place. “I believe we have 
a problem with our attorneys,” 
he said.

“If one part of the code says the 
other is illegal or questionable, 
we have a problem with the laws. 
And we pay those lawyers to see 
that those laws are legal.”

Borough Clerk Julie Cozzie 
said the entire borough code was 
reviewed by attorneys when the 
borough and the townsite merged. 
She said some code amendments, 
but not all, were reviewed by 
borough attorneys.

“Otherwise, our legal budget 
would skyrocket.”

Jila Stuart, the borough’s chief 
finance director, said that in 
October the borough paid $1,979 
in legal fees for its attorney 
to research conflict-of-interest 
issues on the heliskiing map 
committee.

Attorney pay for November and 
December, when legal reviews of 
Hallet’s and Holle’s appeals were 
conducted, were not available 
this week.

In postponing the heliskiing 
issue until next year, the borough 
will have the benefit of a Fish 
and Game study on numbers of 
mountain goats and grizzly bears 
due out next spring.

Meanwhile, Morphet has a 
proposal before the assembly 
to do away with the heliskiing 
committee entirely. He questions 
why the borough needs an advisory 
committee and borough manager 
to vet issues the assembly must 
ultimately decide.

“Why go through two filters if 
we have to make final decision 
anyway?” he said. “We don’t 
need a committee to tell us what 
the industry likes, or for that 
matter what the environmentalist 
like. The idea that the assembly 
can foist difficult decisions on 
advisory committees is misguided 
to say the least.”
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Sosa leaves Merchant 
Marine Academy post

Court rejects heliport appeal

Pioneer Bar
Fri 
9 pm

Bamboo Room 
Restaurant

Open  Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon
 7am - 2pm • 5 - 8pm

Open for Breakfast
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Sat.  
7 pm
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Open Mic
Trivia

The Parts Place
Open House

Saturday, Dec. 24
Noon - 3 pm 

Spin & Win
Instant Winner!

Drawings for Prizes
                 Lots of Food 
                 & Goodies!

would like to thank Haines

Thanks to 
Haines for 

Shopping Local.

Merry Christmas!
Caroline’s Closet

2nd & Main Street

Clothing

Accessories

Gifts
Stop by and see 
what we’ve got 

on sale!
Mon-Sat 12-6  •  Sun 12-5

766-2928  

SarahJ’s Shoppe

2nd & Willard across from the Visitors’ Center

Get Your     on!

Last Day
Dec. 23rd 

Happy Holidays & New Year!
Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord  DRY, Split & Delivered 
$200/cord  Green, Split & Delivered
$600/5-cord load of green logs delivered

By John M. Glionna
A Juneau Superior Court Judge 

ruled against a bid to operate a 
heliport on Chilkat Lake Road, the 
latest twist in years-long attempt 
by a Haines outdoor recreation 
company to land helicopters at 
26 Mile.

Judge Phillip Pallenberg’s Dec. 
6 decision upheld the Haines 
Planning Commission’s denial 
of a heliport permit requested by 
Scott Sundberg, the owner of Big 
Salmon Ventures.

S u n d b e rg  s a i d  h e  w a s 
disappointed by the decision.

“We were looking for a more 
objective and holistic look at this,” 
he said. “I’m really disappointed 
that the judge seemed to allow so 
much of the borough’s subjectivity 
to come through in his decision.”

Keys to Pallenberg’s decision 
were both testimony of nearby 
residents and a noise study 
commissioned by the Haines 
Borough in 2015.

“I find that the noise study, 
together with the testimony of 
residents about the disruption 
caused by helicopter noise and 
their objections to the proposal, 
constitutes substantial evidence 
in support of the decision of the 
Planning Commission that the 
project would cause ‘undue noise,’” 
he wrote.

Big Salmon Ventures, the 
sister company of Southeast 
Alaska Backcountry Adventures, 
in which Sundberg also has 
an interest, filed a lawsuit in 
December 2015, appealing the 
assembly’s decision not to re-
hear earlier arguments for siting 
a heliport near 26 Mile.

The previous month, the 
Planning Commission denied 
Sundberg a conditional use permit 
to develop the project because it 
did not meet six of the eight criteria 

required for conditional use. The 
Haines Borough Assembly upheld 
the commission’s decision.

The second rejection caused 
Big Salmon Ventures to sue the 
borough in Superior Court.

In a notice of appeal filed 
Dec. 29, attorneys for Big 
Salmon Ventures said the Haines 
Borough’s decision on the matter 
was “based on prejudice, arbitrary 
and capricious decision-making” 
and “on improper motives.”

The companies claim the site 
is critical to development of a 
year-round “eco-lodge” there. 
Sundberg has claimed that he 
developed the site because, since 
it was in a general use zone, 
it would be subject to fewer 
restrictions.

The borough in March 2014 
granted a one-year permit at 26 
Mile Haines Highway, in part to 
measure impacts of a heliport to 
neighboring homes. Officials later 
commissioned a $41,300 study to 
track noise levels of the aircraft 
taking off and landing there.

The Planning Commission itself 
was divided over the usefulness of 
the study, which in the end helped 
win the day for the borough. 

For months this year, borough 
attorney Brooks Chandler and Big 
Salmon Ventures attorney Daniel 
Bruce sparred via lengthy legal 
briefs, with Bruce contending that 
the assembly erred in multiple 
ways when it decided on a 4-2 
vote not to re-hear Sundberg’s 
case for the heliport.

The commission and assembly 

also did not provide sufficient 
evidence to support the conclusion 
that the heliport would not meet 
eight requirements for issuance of 
a conditional use permit, Bruce 
argued.

Bruce maintains the planning 
c o m m i s s i o n  “ p r e s e r v e d 
subjectivity” when it declined to 
develop a noise ordinance using 
the helicopter noise study the 
assembly had authorized.

Last November, the assembly 
sent the noise study to the 
commission and asked it to weigh 
in on whether the municipality 
needed a noise ordinance, but 
commission members panned the 
study as “fundamentally flawed” 
and “a total joke.”

The lawsuit filed by Big Salmon 
Ventures claimed that the Planning 
Commission’s procedure and 
official decision letter in denying 
the permit were flawed. Judge 
Pallenberg dismissed those 
complaints.

Sundberg said he wasn’t sure 
if he would appeal Pallenberg’s 
decision to the state Supreme 
Court. “In terms of what this 
means for Haines, we need to 
make our criteria on these issues 
more objective,” he said.

“If we’re going to be a sensitive 
community, in the future we need 
to make sure that both businesses 
know what type and level of noise 
is acceptable in a variety of zoning 
districts.”

T h e  b o r o u g h  w i l l  s e e k 
compensation for the $13,000 it 
spent in defending the lawsuit.

Commission: Raise 
building height limits
By John M. Glionna

The Planning Commission 
last week voted to recomend 
raising the building height 
restrictions in Haines.

The measure was introduced 
by commissioner Brenda 
Josephson, who said a review 
of other towns in Southeast 
Alaska and elsewhere showed 
that 30-foot height limits put 
Haines’ code out of step.

“I asked myself why we have 
a 30-foot height restriction and 
I couldn’t find any reason,” 
she said.

A check showed that Juneau, 
Cordova and Sitka all had 35-
foot limits.

Even though the measure 
was passed, the discussion 
wasn’t all smooth sailing.

“I’ve never heard anyone 
complain about 30 feet,” said 
commission member Donnie 
Turner. “All the complaints 
is that the 30-foot limit is too 
high as it is.”

Under Josephson’s proposal, 
height limits in Haines would 
change everywhere except the 
Mud Bay area, where no height 
restrictions exist, and Lutak 
Rural Residential zones, where 
the limit is already 35 feet.

Chairman Rob Goldberg 
said the current height limit has 
been a sore spot for some time.

“We’ve got an abandoned 
building right there on Main 
Street,” he said. “The height 
limit resulted in a lawsuit 
and now the building is just 
standing there empty.”

The commissioners agreed 
to relax all height restrictions, 
but to different degrees around 
town. The most dramatic 

change came in the town’s light 
and heavy industrial zones, 
which rose from 30 to 50 feet.

The code changes will face 
public comment in January.

The height regulations 
came nearly 20 years after 
the borough assembly denied 
a variance from the 30-foot 
height restriction for a combined 
residential and commercial 
building erected downtown by 
Erich von Stauffenberg.

The prefabricated, three-
story building, intended to be 
his home, consulting business 
and two bed-and-breakfast 
rooms, was constructed near 
Main Street and Third Avenue.

He told borough officials 
that a manufacturer’s error in 
cutting materials resulted in the 
building coming in too high.

The controversial case 
resulted in the building sitting 
vacant. It was never finished, 
and von Stauffenberg, who lost 
a lawsuit he filed over the issue, 
died several years ago.

Josephson said she did not 
consider the von Stauffenberg 
project when she began her 
research into building height 
limits in the borough.

“You see that building in 
town, and you know its history, 
but that wasn’t the reason,” 
she said.

Edith von Stauffenberg said 
the new building height limits 
did not affect her decision 
to complete her husband’s 
building project.

“That’s water under the 
bridge,” she said. “I stopped 
caring about that a long time 
ago.”

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

An obituary in the Dec. 1 paper 
erroneously suggested that Erwin 
Hertz was working for Schafer 
Logging when he suffered his 
logging accident. He had left 
Schafer before the accident 
occurred.

David Sosa, a former Haines 
Borough manager who requested 
to be released from his three-
year contract, has left his post 
as commandant of midshipmen 
at the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy.

Sosa started his position 
in Haines in April 2014 and 
submitted his resignation in 
November 2015 to move to Kings 

Point, N.Y.
Reached this week, Sosa 

declined to comment on why he 
left the academy position.

Veronica Barry, a public affairs 
officer for the U.S Merchant 
Marine Academy’s Office of 
External Affairs, earlier this week 
said Sosa had “been given a 
special assignment.” 

Two days later, she sent an 
email to the Chilkat Valley News 
stating, “David Sosa is no longer 
employed at USMMA.”

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment
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Annual bird count set for Saturday

Mackowiak cooks top cookie

Happy Holidays!
from

Open 11am - 5pm
Closed Tues. and Sun.

�

Wildefire Pyrotechnics
27 Mile
Haines Highway

766-3872 314-0424

New Year’s
Fireworks Sale

To help you kick off the New Year &
make your party that much brighter!

Dec 26 - 31
11 a - 3 pOPEN 

Captain’s 
Choice 
Motel

25%

766-3111

Local
Discount!

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

Happy Holidays
from

Thanks to all our customers for 
your support throughout 
the year!

Ideas
    Lots of 

Great Gift

Late night 
shopping at

Friday, December 
23rd we’ll be open 

until 8pm!
Join us for special 

sales, free gift 
wrapping, snacks 

and hot drinks.

Merry Christmas!

!

Talia’s Treasures 

Need ideas for Christmas? 

Consignment Shop
Wed-Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Gift Certifi cates Available;
any amount

COOKIE MONSTERS - Kalani Kanahele and Michael Marks taste 
entrys for the cooky and  candy contest at the Sheldon Museum 
last weekend. Natalie Helms photo.

Saturday, Dec. 17
2016 Christmas Bird Count

Sign up at Alaska Backcountry Outfitters, or call 766-3664.

Cookies by the Pound
10 a.m. to noon at the Senior Center.

Last Minute Shoppers Bazaar
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the ANB Hall.

Holiday Parade
4 p.m., line-up at 3:30 p.m. at Thor’s Gym.

Haines Uglys Gifts for Grub
5 p.m. at the American Legion Hall.

Northern Lights Showcase
7:30 p.m. at the Chilkat Center, $10 admission.

Haines 
Holiday Schedule

Sunday, Dec. 18
 Holly Jolly Follies

4 p.m. ~ Chilkat Center for the Arts

Saturday, Dec. 31
 New Years Eve Casino Night Party

9 p.m. ~ Harriet Hall, at the Fairgrounds

20%OFF 
journals 

and cookbooks
12/16 - 12/22

By Natalie Helms
Residents Barb Blood and 

Martha Mackowiak took top 
adult prizes in the annual holiday 
cookie and candy contest held 
last week.

Held for the first time at the 
Sheldon Museum, only five 
entries were submitted for judging 
compared to 25 last year.

Charlotte Olerud, who enters 
nearly every year, said she simply 
missed the date. “It just wasn’t on 
my radar.”

The contest, as well as pictures 
with Santa, were traditionally held 
at the Visitor Center. The contest 
also was a week earlier than in 
previous years, when it fell on the 
weekend of the holiday parade.

Tourism director Leslie Ross 
said the Visitor Center passed 
along the events to the museum 
because of space restraints and 
a lack of manpower. “We’re just 
jam packed in here,” Ross said. “I 
don’t have the staff or volunteers 
that the museum has.”

M u s e u m  c o m m u n i t y 
coordinator Madeline Witek 
speculated that lack of advertising 
and changes in date and venue 
may have cut into participation. 

Judges Kalani Kanahele, 
M i c h a e l  M a r k s  a n d  J o s h 
Feldbusch donned festive Santa 
hats for judging Friday as they 
dissected every taste and texture 
in the treats.

“We didn’t eat for 24 hours to 
prepare for this,” Marks joked.

He came prepared with a 
butcher knife and cutting board 
to slice each cookie to examine 

the inside.
The trio especially enjoyed the 

almond taste in Mackowiak’s first 
place Amaretto biscotti cookies, 
calling the use of Amaretto very 
creative.

Barbara Blood was excited for 
her wins in both the cookie and 
candy categories. She took second 
with her sour cream cranberry 
bars. Blood said it was the first 
time she’d made the treats. They 
included cranberries, oatmeal, 
sour cream and powdered sugar.

Blood took first in the adult 
candy category – the only entry 
– with Oreo truffles: sweet dark 

chocolate truffles with a white 
chocolate drizzle on top. 

Feldbusch said they were 
particularly rich, chocolate 
desserts.

Lea Harris took third place in 
adult cookies with her pistachio 
holiday cookies: small shortbread 
cookies with pistachios sprinkled 
on top. Kanahele said he wished 
for a little more pistachio taste 
within the cookie.

Third-grader Larry Anderson 
took first in the junior cookie 
category with his ultimate cookie 
candy bars.

By Natalie Helms
Climate change could be the 

culprit causing peculiar bird 
species to turn up in the valley 
this winter. Saturday’s annual 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
in Haines and Mosquito Lake 
will help determine what winged 
wildlife is weathering the latest 
Southeast Alaska winter.

“There are the usual suspects, 
but there is always a possibility 
of surprises,” said Pam Randles 
of Takshanuk Watershed Council.

Anna’s Hummingbirds, that 
historically don’t winter past 
northern British Columbia, 
Canada, were spotted in Haines 
before the last snowstorm.

“Why is a hummingbird here in 
December?” Randles asked.

Although a few swans are 
common here, 52 were recently 
counted together near the steel 
bridge at 26 Mile Haines Highway. 

Of about 230 year-round 
s p e c i e s ,  o n l y  a b o u t  4 0  – 
i n c l u d i n g  r a v e n s ,  c r o w s , 
chickadees and redpoll finches 
- are commonly observed near 
Haines and Mosquito Lake in 
winter. 

Eurasian collared doves started 
coming to Haines seasonally in 
2007, but are now here year-
round, possibly due to warming 
temperatures. 

It’s easy to underestimate the 
environmental challenges that 
birds can handle, Randles said, 
such as low temperatures and 

scarce food availability. 
Randles said other oddball birds 

could be blown in by high winds 
or get lost during migration.

Volunteers have 24 hours 
beginning Dec. 17 to record as 
many birds as possible within a 15-
mile diameter circle around Haines 
townsite and Mosquito Lake.

This will be the 18th year of 
a Christmas count in Haines. 
Last year there were 37 counts 
held across Alaska.

Now,  there are Christmas 
bird counts in all 50 states, in 
all Canadian provinces, several 
Central and South American 
countries and several Pacific and 
Caribbean islands, according to 
Audubon’s website. 

Randles  sa id  everyone – 
regard less  of  sk i l l  l eve l  - 
i s  welcome to  par t ic ipa te . 

People can hike, bike, walk, 
sk i  o r  d r ive ,  o r  even  jus t 
observe bird feeders from a 
window. Twenty-six people are 
currently signed up.

“It’s fun to get out and just have 
a nice day,” Randles said. Less 
experienced birders can be paired 
with someone more experienced. 
She suggested bringing a bird 
identification book or app to look 
up species that may not be easily 
identified.

Visit Alaska Backcountry 
Outfitter to register.
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Mail volume swells as 
holiday approaches

NORTH POLE VISITOR - Mrs. Claus (Holly Davis) plays ukulele and sings while Winston Brooks, 
Chloe Lloyd, Aleck Brown, Christina Poole, Alora Brown, Meg Davis and others act as reindeer 
during holiday festivities at the library last weekend.

Planners dig into comprehensive plan review

call 766-2470
5th & Union Street

Nov. 22 - Dec. 24
at Howsers IGA

10 am - 6 pm
(partial shifts available)

Just 2 hours of ringing 
can help us feed 10 kids!

Salvation Army
Bell Ringing
  Volunteers
           Needed

Help support 
your 

community

BIGFOOT AUTO 
SERVICE INC. 
Providing parts and service in 

Haines since 1978

Hours:  
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Monday - Saturday
Closed Sunday

Closed for the Holidays:
Dec. 24th, 25th, 31st 

and Jan. 1st

24 Hour Gas, Diesel and Towing

Thank you for shopping at home!
987 Haines Highway

907-766-2458 or 800-766-5406  

SIGN UP FOR THE TOY CAR 
AND TRUCK GIVEAWAY! 

DRAWINGS WEEKLY 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS!

HAINES QUICK SHOP Outfitter Liquor
Open 8am ‘till Midnight

7 days a week • 766-3220                                
766-2330 • Movie Rentals • ATM Available

 Open 7am ‘till Midnight • 7 days a week

MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

Outfi tter       Sporting Goods
8am ‘till 6pm766-3221

All Gun Safes, 
Gun Racks 

and Gun Cases

Open 8am ‘till 6pm
7 days a week • 766-3232                                 

20% OFF

All Rods, 
Reels

& Combos

All Knives, 
Axes

& Machetes

All Nike 
brand 

clothing
20% OFF 20% OFF 30% OFF

Plenty of Other In-Store Specials thru the month of December

Happy 
Holidays 
from the CVN!

By Natalie Helms
The faux fireplace roared as 

residents waited patiently in 
line with an armful of gifts and 
goodies to send to family and 
friends for the holidays Friday. 

Joanie Wagner sent several 
packages of smoked salmon from 
Dejon Delights to her brother and 
other family in the Lower 48. Jane 
Pascoe sent gifts out across the 
world to Australia and Germany.

More than 1,000 packages came 
through the Haines Post Office 
Monday, Dec. 5, but postmaster 
Genevieve Bell said that’s not 
unusual for the holiday mail rush.

The Haines office is closely 
following national trends this 
season, Bell said, with an expected 
12 percent increase in package 
volume nationwide as consumers 
move to purchasing items online.

Bell speculated Monday’s local 
rush to mail out packages was a 
result of the Dec. 3 Community 
Education Bazaar, a testament 
to Haines residents buying local 
crafts and shipping them out to 
family and friends.

When asked if the weather 
was a concern in receiving and 
sending mail this month, Bell said 
Alaska Seaplanes has been “quite 
amazing” in helping to arrange 
ferry transportation when flights 
are grounded. There have not been 
too many weather holds, Bell said.

According to a national fact 
sheet, Monday, Dec. 19, will be 

the busiest mailing day of the 
year, especially for greeting cards 
and packages. Dec. 22 will be the 
busiest delivery day. 

Bell said express mail sent out 
on Dec. 22 will make it to the 
Lower 48 in time for Christmas, 
but otherwise customers should 
mail priority packages as soon as 
possible.

The Haines office also will be 
open Saturday, Dec. 24, for last-
minute holiday mail.

Bell said Haines residents 
should come prepared when 
sending packages – especially 
international packages – with 
customs forms and insurance 
slips, if necessary.

The Haines office is hosting a 
“12 days of Christmas” giveaway. 
Each day, a random customer 
who visits the office between 
Dec. 13 and Christmas Day will 
be selected to receive a gift from 
post office staff.

Also, letters to Santa are due 
Dec. 16 in the box in the post 
office lobby.

“We’re excited,” Bell said. “We 
love this time of year.”

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for one and 
two bedroom apartments.

55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Robin Grace LCSW 
Family Therapist

Telephone & Skype/Facetime 
consultations • 541-914-4914
Mental Health essays at:

www.robingrace.com

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough Planning 

Commission had doubts Tuesday 
about how many projects in the 
2025 Comprehensive Plan the 
borough can actually complete.

“The list was so long and 
the borough just doesn’t have 
money to put into a lot of these 
things,” said commission chair 
Rob Goldberg.

The  commiss ion  ba re ly 
scratched the surface of an ongoing 
2016-2017 comprehensive plan 
review during the hour-long 
workshop. Commissioners spent 

nearly 10 minutes in silence 
rev iewing  a  document  o f 
suggestions – collected as part of 
phase one of the review - from 18 
anonymous responders about the 
Action Summary.

The Action Summary outlines 
the actionable goals and objectives 
of the comprehensive plan. The 
full plan contains the context and 
rationale for the goals, objectives, 
actions and maps found in the 
Action Summary.

The summary is subdivided 
into categories ,  and goals 
are l isted under each. The 

categories include: Haines 
Borough government, economic 
development, transportation, 
land use and future growth, 
parks, recreation and open space, 
utilities, public safety, community 
services and education. 

Borough planner Holly Smith 
compiled a 10-page document of 
markups, in which commenters 
deemed items on the summary as 
completed objectives, suggested 
removals and suggested additions.

Some completed or in-progress 
objectives in the review include 
installing handicap access to 
the Sheldon Museum, updating 
and unifying borough codes 
and permitting or installing an 
enhanced 911 system. 

Some items suggested for 
removal from the Action Summary 
include maintaining or enhancing 
specific fish habitat, widening 
Main Street sidewalks and 
planning for pool replacement.

Some suggested additions are 
to support economic activity to 
attract young families, maintain 
and expand public transportation 
services and create a teen center.

The group was quick to notice 
there were more items on the 
suggested removals list than any 
other category.

Commissioner Lee Heinmiller 
said some of those items may 
not need to be totally removed, 
but instead will assume a low 
priority when the commission 
dives deeper into review.

“We do need to be more 
concise,” said commissioner 
Brenda Josephson, adding that 
the economy is only going to 
get worse. Assembly member 
Margaret Friedenauer, who 
attended the workshop, agreed 
the Action Summary should be 
more specific.

Despite a long removal list, 
Goldberg and Smith both spoke 
on the borough’s success in a 
long list of projects that are either 
completed or in progress.

“A lot of people have pride 
in this plan,” Smith said. “This 
community really accomplished 
a lot in five years.”

The group agreed to take a 
closer look and prioritize projects 
in the Action Summary in a second 
workshop next month. They 
mentioned prioritizing projects 
by timeline for completion, cost, 
urgency, practicality or minor vs. 
major.

Sheinberg Associates, the 
firm that served as the planning 
consultant and project manager 
for the comprehensive plan in 
2011 and 2012, will also help with 
the 2016-2017 review.

The public is invited to share its 
input on the preliminary markup 
of the Action Summary and the 
process to revise it. The comment 
period ends on Thursday, Dec. 
22. A copy of the first markups 
and the comprehensive plan can 
be found on the borough website. 

“The comprehensive plan is not 
for (the planning commission),” 
Heinmiller said. “It’s for industry, 
business and people who are 
going to move here.”
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Students and seniors to share lunch at school

Stronger contamination regulations could affect sites

DDF team continues 
strong performances

CVN Subscribers can get one 
FREE unclassified ad per month, 

up to 16 words. 

Christmas Eve
Worship Service of 
Lessons and Carols
7:00 pm, Sat. Dec. 24th

The Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated.

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

Lessons and Carols consist of a 
Scripture Reading followed by 
an appropriate Christmas Carol. 
At the end of the service, we will 
sing Silent Night by candlelight.

Christmas Day
Worship Service 

11:00 am, Sun. Dec. 25th

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
Christmas Eve Service
Sat. Dec. 24 - 7:30 pm
Christmas Day Service
Sun. Dec. 25 - 9:00 am

3rd & Dalton
766-2241

�

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church

Chilkat Center Lobby

    Christmas Eve
8:30pm Carols and Holy Communion

     Christmas Day
10:30am Holy Communion
 

By Ryan Harms
The Haines Drama, Debate and 

Forensics team returned home this 
week after a strong showing at a 
meet in Ketchikan last weekend.

Both Tiaya Ruggirello and 
Dylan Chapell earned individual 
accolades for their performances.  

In only his second DDF meet 
of the season and the first time 
working with the piece, Chapell 
took home first place honors 
for his Humorous Interpretation 
of Brian Eden’s “Fear the 
Laundry.” For her part, Ruggirello 
placed third in the Humorous 

Interpretation category with a 
performance of Arlo Guthrie’s 
“Alice’s Restaurant Massacre.” 

Additional members of the 
team were Rachel Haas, Xi Xao 
“Max” White and Brandt Alten-
Huber.  

The DDF team will be at 
Thunder Mountain High School 
in Juneau on Jan. 13-14 for their 
last regional meet. It will also 
travel to Anchorage Feb. 23-25 
for the DDF state meet.  

Coach Amanda Randles said the 
team will likely host fundraising 
events in the new year.

By Natalie Helms
A new pilot program for seniors 

to join elementary school students 
for lunches in the school cafeteria 
will be put to the test in January.

The organization Volunteer 
Haines proposed the plan to fulfill 
its priority of offering seniors a 
low-cost lunch on Fridays. The 
Senior Center only provides a 
midday meal Monday through 
Thursday. 

“We’d l ike to develop a 
program where (seniors) are 
not going through a three-day 
period of time without having the 
option of a meal,” said committee 
member Valery McCandless. 
“The school seems like a great 
match for having healthy meals 
for seniors and an opportunity to 
mix generations together.”

The Haines School Board 
unanimously said yes to testing the 
program at its meeting Tuesday. 
But several board members said 
there has to be an educational 
benefit and a real connection 
between the seniors and students 
for the program to continue past 
the first meal.

School staff thought third 
through fifth graders would be 
the best age to test this program.

Board member Sarah Swinton 
liked the idea of a pilot, but said, 
“The cafeteria is for kids, not for 
the community of Haines.”

Superintendent Tony Habra said 
he sees the value in connecting 
different age groups in the 
community and would like to see 
the pilot go through, but added, 
“We can’t just be a provider of 
food. It has to be more than that. 
This is an educational institution.”

Habra also thought the district 
should be mindful of local 
restaurant owners who may feel 
this move could infringe on their 
right to sell meals on Fridays.

Volunteer Haines committee 
member Jim Studley countered, 
saying – in his experience – a 
majority of seniors won’t eat 
out on Fridays because it is too 
expensive.

As far as forming a community 
connection, he said seniors are an 
invaluable resource for students to 
learn what’s not in their textbooks. 

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in 
the US. Help prevent it by
calling:

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Careline 1-877-266-HELP
or text “4HELP” to 
839863.

DVD Series on 
Centering Prayer

Nov. 30th for 
Six Wednesdays 

6 p.m.
Sacred Heart Church

3rd & Dalton

Please join us

By Natalie Helms
The State of Alaska has adopted 

new regulations governing 
cleanup of contaminated sites – 
most of them more stringent. The 
new cleanup levels potentially 
mean more work, time and money 
for cleanup efforts at the former 
Army tank farm at Lutak and 
other sites around Haines.

Adopted Nov. 6, the state’s 
new regulations are the first 
changes to the standards since 
2008, said Haines-based Anne 
Marie Palmieri, who manages 
contaminated sites for the Alaska 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 

In the past eight years, more has 
been learned about the toxicity 
of specific chemicals affecting 
soils and groundwater in Alaska, 
Palmieri said.  

Under the stricter standards, 
there may be more contaminated 
groundwater at the former Army 
tank farm site than was previously 
believed. The size of contaminated 
areas is likely to have grown, as 
well.

The Army has never addressed 
groundwater at the tank farm, 
Palmieri said, but contaminated 
soil from five small areas was 
treated on site several years ago. 
Two burn pits outside the fence 
were also treated. Now the Army 
is looking at the site as a whole. 

Primary contaminants at the 
tank farm are heavy lubricating 
oils and “diesel range organics,” 
including carbon 5 and carbon 8.

The standards will apply to the 
Haines Fuel Terminal, the former 
Army tank farm at Lutak, spill 
sites along the former Haines-
Fairbanks pipeline and private 
sites like the Delta Western gas 
station, which are in different 
stages of cleanup. 

Each site must be assessed to 

determine how the new standards 
will affect their cleanup projects. 
Closed sites could potentially be 
reopened if, after evaluation, the 
DEC determines there’s a risk to 
health and the environment.

Palmieri said a number of sites 
in Haines where underground 
storage tanks were removed may 
have to be revisited or reopened.

S i t e s  s t i l l  i n  t he  ea r l y 
characterization phase will have 
an easier time applying the 
changes than areas that are further 
along in cleanup, Palmieri said. 

DEC’s Bruce Wanstall said 
most of the contaminated sites he 
manages in Haines are in the later 
stages of cleanup, including the 
Haines sawmill and Jones Point. 

He said they are down to 
monitoring for diesel range 
organics, and the levels for those 
chemicals did not significantly 
change.

But the new cleanup levels will 
extend the time the Delta Western 
gas station must be monitored for 
several carcinogenic chemicals 
present there. Monitoring has 
already been going on there for 
about 10 years. 

One of the main concerns 
for Delta Western is to protect 
Sawmill Creek and the water that 
flows into it. The site used to be a 
wetland, Wanstall said.

“We installed a curtain down to 
the clay till layer and laid a pipe 
along the bottom of the curtain 
and that pulls the groundwater 
into a treatment system,” Wanstall 
said.

All the groundwater flowing 
toward the stream through the 
contaminated area goes through 
the treatment system and is 
filtered into a bioswale, which is 
a vegetated storm water treatment 
area. Paving surfaces near the 
station also limits how much 

water will infiltrate the ground 
near the site.

“Going forward, (the new 
levels) definitely have an effect on 
characterization and new sites,” 
Wanstall said.

Palmieri said the majority 
of groundwater cleanup levels 
became more stringent after 
DEC moved from a standard 
based on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s maximum 
contaminant levels for drinking 
water quality to a standard based 
on risks. 

Palmieri said drinking water 
standards take in factors other 
than risk including ability to 
filter to a certain level or treat to 
a certain level. 

DEC already was using risk-
based standards for soil, she said. 

“For a majority of compounds, 
our groundwater cleanup levels 
are a lot lower,” Palmieri said.

The U.S. Army out of Fort 
Wainwright in Fairbanks is 
responsible for conducting the 
cleanup at the fuel terminal. The 
Army contracted with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, which 
in turn contracted with Bristol 
Environmental out of Anchorage. 
Bristol is partnered with North 
Wind Group out of Idaho.

North Wind Group has been 
working at the site since 2007, 
doing summer field work and 
sampling as well as developing 
work plans. In the face of the new 
standards, the firm will be rewriting 
the “Draft Remedial Investigation 
and Risk Assessment.”

That document will “define 
the  nature  and the  extent 
of contamination” at the fuel 
terminal, Palmieri said. It will also 
describe how work done at the 
tank farm in 2015 and 2016, and 
results from that work, compares 
to new cleanup levels.

“This is walking history,” Studley 
said.

School staff said this could also 
be a good opportunity for students 
to develop social skills, especially 
with people they don’t usually see.

In a letter penned by Volunteer 
Haines committee member Vince 
Hansen to principal Rene Martin, 
Volunteer Haines is willing to 
cover the cost of the meals 
prepared by school staff, transport 
the seniors to and from the school 
and help set up tables or chairs in 
the cafeteria.

There’s no clear idea how many 
seniors will want to participate. 
Studley said he’s seen up to 50 at 
the Senior Center for lunch.

Although no plans for how to 
structure the lunch and facilitate 
conversation between the groups 
were set in stone at Tuesday’s 
meeting, Martin and curriculum 
coordinator Cheryl Stickler shared 
ideas for the pilot.

Conversation prompts could 
be left on the tables for seniors 
and students to read, and students 
could help carry the seniors’ lunch 
trays. Stickler said it may be best 
to choose a few students who 
are most proficient in holding a 
conversation to set an example 
for other students. 

The pilot is set for Jan. 13.

The document will “draw 
a  c i rc le  a round the  a reas 
of  contamination” in both 
groundwater and soil. It also will 
cover how the contamination in 
the soil and groundwater affect 
each other, Palmieri said. 

The “risk assessment” part 
of the document evaluates both 
carcinogenic and noncarcinogenic 
properties of chemicals to human 
health and the environment from 
different types of exposures. 
The report will be delayed a few 
months, Palmieri said, and will be 
revised to match the new cleanup 
levels.

The updated cleanup levels 
have been in the works for several 
years and went through two public 
comment periods, Palmieri said, 
but she doesn’t think additional 
testing needs to be done at the tank 
farm as a result of the changes.

“When  we  were  hav ing 
discussions about those work 

plans, we discussed the potential 
change in cleanup levels and 
thought about how to incorporate 
that information into the (Draft 
Remedial Investigation and Risk 
Assessment) report,” Palmieri 
said.

Palmieri said she and a DEC 
risk assessor will review North 
Wind’s draft .  They’ll  send 
comments back to the Army and 
negotiate a finalized document. 
Depending on the results, several 
more steps may need to be taken 
and several more years may pass 
until additional cleanup work 
begins.

The Army is planning on 
coming to Haines in late spring to 
present findings from the revised 
report.

The fuel terminal was in use 
from 1955 to 1971, feeding the 
Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline with 
fuel from 12 tanks over 626 miles 
to Eielson Air Force Base.

Roug
h Cut Lumber

Spruce • Hemlock
Birch • Cottonwood

Up to 24 ft long

Can also cut to your specifications
Call Jack  314-0427

Lumber Now
In-Stock
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Hays to represent 
wrestlers at state

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

November 25th 2016 - February 3rd 2017  Flight Schedule
     Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS      Arrive SGY 

    8:30 am
    9:15 am
  11:45 am
    2:50 pm

  9:05 am (M-F only)  
10:25 am
12:20 pm
  3:25 pm

     8:30 am
   11:00 am
     1:30 pm
     2:45 pm

      9:05 am
    11:35 am 
      2:40 pm
      3:15 pm (M-F only)

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilot
  Proud to be part of  the 
  Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

    9:15 am   9:30 am   2:25 pm   2:40 pm

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

Young players to make up bulk 
of basketball teams this season

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Friday          16          11:30 am        12:00 pm       
Sunday        18          11:30 am        12:00 pm
Monday       19          11:45 am          1:15 pm
Thursday      22          11:45 am         No SGY
Friday          23          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Sunday        25          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Monday       26           11:30 am           1:00 pm
Tuesday       27          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Thursday     29          11:30 am         No SGY
Friday          30          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Sunday         1           11:30 am          12:00 pm
Monday        2           10:15 am          11:45 am

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

For update 
info,

call the 
Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

Friday          16          3:00 pm           4:00 pm       
Sunday        18          3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Monday       19          5:45 pm           7:45 pm
Thursday      22          No SGY          1:45 pm
Friday          23          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday        25          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Monday       26           5:30 pm          7:30 pm
Tuesday       27          3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Thursday     29          No SGY          1:30 pm
Friday          30          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday         1           3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Monday       2            4:15 pm          6:15 pm

TEAM SPIRIT - High school freshmen make some noise during 
a pep rally last week. Matt Davis photo.

By Ryan Harms
As the Glacier Bears boys’ and 

girls’ basketball teams prepare 
to open the regular season this 
weekend in Metlakatla, one 
shared characteristic stands out 
for both teams: youth.  

With just two seniors on the 
girls’ team and three on the boys’, 
both teams face the challenge of 
developing the on-court chemistry 
necessary for team success, while 
also incorporating relatively 
inexperienced players into key 
roles. 

For the girls’ team, the challenge 
may be aided by the fact that half 
the team’s members just finished 
the volleyball season together.  

Senior Jordan Stigen said, “We 
have kind of a small team this 
year, but we’re all really close, so 
I feel like we’ll have a good team 
unit when we’re playing.”   

Stigen also said that while it is 
typical for a senior player to take 
on a leadership role, she doesn’t 
feel that burden is too squarely on 
her shoulders. 

“All the upperclassmen have 
really stepped up this year, so the 
leadership role isn’t just on me. I 
think it’s being shared by all the 
girls who played last year.”  

As far as noticeable on-court 
changes, third-year coach Greg 
Brittenham expects this year’s 
team to play a more up-tempo 
style than last year’s team. 

“Last year we were kind of 
slow moving the ball up the court 
trying to get the ball inside to our 
‘bigs’ on offense, but this year 
we’re going to be pushing the ball 
up the court and flying around. 
We may even have five-out at 
times, just due to the nature of our 
players this year.”  

Defensively, Brittenham said 
he expects the girls’ toughness to 
show through and he hopes the 
team’s off-season work will help 
them offset any mismatches due to 
height deficits at inside positions.

“Marissa Haddock has really 
stepped up and shown some 
improvement over last year, so 
I think she’s going to have more 
of an expanded role and could 
really help us out with her inside 
defensive presence.”      

Another point that Brittenham 
emphasized is the stellar play of 

Makayla Crager, who continues 
to demonstrate rising confidence 
in her own game.

“She had an up-and-under 
move the other day and I told 
the entire team if a professional 
athlete asked me to teach them 
the up-and-under, I would show 
a video of that move; it was so 
perfect. The challenge now is for 
her to be able to do things like 
that consistently, because she 
definitely has the skillset.”  

In his closing thoughts, coach 
Bri t tenham set  the tone of 
expectation for his young team by 
paraphrasing the competitive mantra 
of one of his favorite track athletes: 
“Last year these girls were in the 
shadow of five seniors, but now it’s 
time for them to be the sun.”  

On the boys’ side of things, 
excitement is high as the season 
begins, but expectations are 
tempered by the fact that the 
young team will need time to get 
used to new personnel and new 
responsibilities.  

Coach Steve Fossman said 
that while the team may not have 
a designated team captain who 
leads the team vocally, there are 
nevertheless team leaders. 

“Hudson Sage and Dylan 
Swinton are always on time and 
push themselves hard at each 
practice. They do things the right 
way, by example, and that’s the 
type of leadership this team has.”  

Swinton,  address ing  h is 
changing role on the team, said, 
“I’m playing more point guard 
this year, and that takes time to 
get used to. But, Jacob (Stigen) is 
also out there and he handles the 
ball well, so that helps.”  

As far as frontcourt play is 
concerned, the team expects 
Sage and Dylan Palmieri to bring 
a physicality and toughness to 
their center/forward positions in 
order to offset their relative lack 
of basketball height.   

“Height helps,” said Palmieri, 
“but under the bucket it’s all about 
position and physicality, so if we 
can get them out of position where 
they have to foul us or simply 
stand there to avoid fouling us, 
then we’ll be fine.”  

One other thing that stood out 
in the first weeks of the season 
is the energy and athleticism of 

freshman Dante Light.  
“He’s real athletic,” said 

Fossman, “and seems to have a 
desire to impact things on defense, 
especially, so the challenge is to 
harness that and help him be more 
efficient with his play.”

Fossman emphasized that a 
player with Light’s athleticism is 
exciting to have on the team and 
he really looks forward to Light’s 
development in the coming years.  

One final aspect of the team that 
should directly contribute to better 
knowledge and understanding for 
everyone involved is the addition 
of local basketball legend Kyle 
Fossman to the coaching staff.  

Steve Fossman said, “The best 
thing about having Kyle out there, 
aside from his knowledge of the 
game, is that he can demonstrate 
everything we are talking about 
and show it to the players in real 
time.”

Swinton, who has long looked 
up to Kyle Fossman as a basketball 
mentor, said, “It’s amazing to 
have him out there speaking to 
us with all his experience (having 
played in college and overseas 
in Germany). He says the game 
doesn’t have to be complex and 
that you can just keep it simple, 
and he’s proven that it works.”  

Swinton seemed to sum up the 
early season feel of the team: 
“We’re young, but we’ve got a 
lot of hard workers, so we should 
have some good, tough games 
this year.”  

Both the boys’ and girls’ teams 
open the regular season this 
weekend in Metlakatla. The 
first home games will be Jan. 6 
and 7 against Petersburg. This 
season’s Southeast Alaska Region 
V basketball tournament will be 
held in Juneau on March 7-12. 

The girls’ roster:  
Seniors—Jordan Stigen, Bozhi 

Sebens 
Juniors—Brittney Bradford, 

Makayla Crager, Tulsi Zahnow
S o p h o m o r e s — M a r i s s a 

Haddock
Freshmen—Kiana Donat, 

Lindy Hill, Raine Winge, Marirose 
Evenden  

The boys’ roster:  
Seniors—Ketch Jacobson, 

Dylan Palmieri, Jacob Stigen
Jun io r s—Mar ty  Fowle r, 

Hudson Sage, Dylan Swinton
S o p h o m o r e s — P a t r i c k 

Cunningham, Gilbert Slawson
Freshmen—Cade Clay, Kirby 

Faverty, Dante Light, Kyle Strong.

By Ryan Harms
And then there was one.
After a grueling season of 

rough and tumble on the mat, 
senior Mori Hays has earned 
the right to compete for a title 
at this weekend’s state wrestling 
championship in Anchorage.

I n  a  t y p i c a l l y  s u b d u e d 
fashion, Hays reacted to his state 
qualifying fourth-place finish at 
last weekend’s Southeast Region 
V wrestling tournament by saying, 
“I’m really happy that I finally 
made it to state in my senior year. 
I feel…fulfilled.”  

Even though Hays did not 
mention it - but his coach did 
- a sweet piece of redemption 
for Hays was that to qualify for 
state, he had to win an overtime 
match against the same wrestler, 
Gavin Hammock of Sitka, who 
defeated him in Haines during 
their spotlight match at the locally 
hosted event.  

As Hays makes the quick 
turnaround from regionals to 
state, his new challenge is staying 
focused on school, too.  

“Trying to finish up finals and 
get everything wrapped up before 
semester ends…it’s a bit of a hassle, 
but…I have to do it so I will.”  

Coach Andrew Cardella was 
elated for Hays’ success. “I’m not 
surprised he made it. We expected 
him to make it. But, man, it still 
feels good. I’m so happy for him.”   

As Hays preps for state, this 
week’s practices will shift entirely 
to his needs and preparing him for 
the tough competition ahead.  

“The 138-pound division 
has some of the most talented 
wres t lers  s ta tewide,”  sa id 
Cardella, “so we expect to see 
some real challenges, but we’ll 
prepare him as best we can with 
some super-hard conditioning and 
by taking a look at some of the 
holes we noticed at regionals.”  

Kamakana Kanahele, the only 
returning Haines wrestler to make 
state last year, fell in the semi-
finals. This leaves him as the 
first alternate to wrestle in the 
state competition if one of four 
qualifiers ahead of him is unable 
to compete at the event.

Holiday closing  Dec. 16 - Jan. 2

SOCKEYE CYCLE

 766-2869 
24 portage st

Happy Holidays 
from the staff at Sockeye Cycle

Thanks for your business 
this year!Open All Winter
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Police report

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

DULY from page 2

TROOPER from page 1 

Shop In
Haines!

Pool Schedule

 
                   Mon             Tue        Wed              � ur            Fri                   Sat
                      Lap Swim                                               Lap Swim                                                    Lap Swim                
             6:30-7:50am          Closed          6:30-7:50am                                         6:30-7:50am
              Aerobics 8-9am             Aerobics 8-9am                                       Aerobics 8-9am       
      Everyone Welcome                       Everyone Welcome0 Everyone Welcome   Everyone Welcome     
            11-12:30                                             11-12:30                  11-12:30                 11-12:30
                                 Haines Dolphins Swim Team                            3:30 - 5:30 Mon - Fri
  Everyone Welcome                        Everyone Welcome                                                Everyone Welcome    
         5:30-7pm                                           5:30-7pm                                                               5:30-7pm

Space provided courtesy of  Chilkat Valley News

 ( F a l l  2 0 1 6 )

Everyone 
Welcome
4-6 pm

Seniors 
10-11am

Groups join forces to 
plan loop trail in town

Applications now being 
accepted for assisted 
living. Couple or single 
occupancy available. 
Feel free to visit, stop 
by, call or write HAL for 
an application and more 
information. 
(907) 766-3616; 
P.O. Box 916, Haines, 
Alaska 99827

Haines 
Assisted 

Living

� e Northern Southeast Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (NSELEPC) would like to remind local 
facilities that Tier Two reports must be submitted annually 
by facilities with reportable quantities of chemicals and 
hazardous substances in their inventory (� xed facilities 
only; transportation facilities are not required to report 
under Federal and State law). 

For more information visit: http://ready.alaska.gov/SERC/Tier

Or contact  NSELEPC at LEPC@Skagway.org 

Northern Southeast Local Emergency 
Planning Committee (NSELEPC) 

would like to remind you that a list of hazardous 
compounds in your community is available to the public 
upon request.

For more information visit: 
http://ready.alaska.gov/SERC/Tier

Or contact  NSELEPC at LEPC@Skagway.org

Do you use/store/handle Hazardous Compounds?

with Santa’s visit to Haines for 
over 15 years and looks forward 
to seeing how the children have 
grown each year.

Jenny Lyn and Bruce Smith 
spent two weeks in Keller, Texas, 
with daughter Azure and Matt 
Jensen and their children Wade, 
Camden and Tori-Lyn. Azure’s 
sister Sabrina and husband David 
Litster and their children Farris, 
Errol, Wick and Cora-Lea from 
Kaysville, Utah, joined the family 
for Thanksgiving. Azure organizes 
the area’s annual Turkey Trot. The 
entire family along with over 170 
people participated in the 10K, 
5K or 1K fun run and raised over 
$1,600 for the Down Syndrome 
Partnership of North Texas. 
During their visit, Camden Jensen 
was baptized, which brought 
Azure and Sabrina’s cousin 
Trinity and Jeremy Huffman 
over from North Texas with their 
children Michael, Scott and 
Zander for the celebration. 

It’s not too late to get your 
letters to Santa. Postal employee 
Greg Podsiki said Santa’s elves 
volunteer and read each letter to 
make sure Santa responds. Letters 
from Santa are postmarked from 
the North Pole and children will 
hear a response before Christmas 
if mailed in the Santa mail box 
located inside the post office 
before Dec. 16. The elves at the 
Haines Post Office have been 
handling the letters for Santa for 
seven years and receive about 50 
letters each year.

Christmas cards and letters are 
being collected for members of 
the U.S. Coast Guard serving in 

Alaska waters. Bring cards and 
letters to Alaska Rod’s before 
Dec. 18 and Rhonda Hinson will 
send them off for you. 

Bohemian waxwings and pine 
grosbeaks have been seen flocking 
together this week in the mountain 
ash. If you enjoy birdwatching, 
you might want to participate in 
the annual Audobon Bird Count, 
set for Saturday, Dec. 17, in 
Haines. Call Dan Egolf at 766-
3664 to get involved.

Klukwan SEARHC board 
member Kimberley Strong was 
re-elected chairperson of the 
SEARHC board of directors, and 
Haines SEARHC board member 
Harriet Brouillette was elected 
vice chair at the last SEARHC 
board meeting.

Chilkoot Indian Association 
tribal council member and Central 
Council Tlingit and Haida delegate 
James Hart has been chosen to 
receive a First Alaskans Public 
Policy Fellowship. The fellowship 

places emerging Alaska Native 
leaders in the offices of Alaskan 
Legislators during the legislative 
session. James will move to 
Juneau for the session right after 
the New Year. 

Wi n n e r s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
gingerbread house contest, through 
Alaska Arts Confluence, are: 1st: 
Lighthouse (Tulsi Zahnow and 
Charlie Bower). 2nd: Snowman’s 
Yurt (Anne Marie Fossman). 3rd: 
Unidentified Flying Gingerbread 
(Maddox and Matilda Rogers). 
Overall, there were 13 participants 
with nine entries. More than 100 
votes were cast. First place took 
$100, second, $75, and third, $50. 
Prizes were donated by Alaska 
Arts Confluence, Haines Chamber 
of Commerce and Howsers IGA.

Monday, Dec. 12
 A Main Street business 
reported receiving a counterfeit 
bill. An investigation continues.

By Natalie Helms
Haines organizations are 

working together to expand and 
connect trails over lands held by 
different owners to create a two-
mile loop near town.

Takshanuk Watershed Council, 
Chilkoot Indian Association, 
Southeast Alaska State Fair, Port 
Chilkoot Co., Haines Borough, the 
borough’s Parks and Recreation 
committee, runners, skiiers, hikers, 
private individuals and others are 
collaborating on the project. 

Pam Randles said the project 
– part of the Haines Borough 
Comprehensive Plan – has been 
talked about for many years. 

“The idea is to connect all these 
trails to each other across Port 
Chilkoot land and borough land,” 
Randles said.

Port Chilkoot Co. president Lee 
Heinmiller said the trail will go 
from the fairgrounds to the CIA 
trail across from Haines School, 
to Deishu Drive and Major Road, 
out to River Road, to Jones Point 
and the flats and back toward the 
fairgrounds.

“We like the idea that people 
can stay off the roadways and have 
some hiking trails that connect to 
everything else,” Heinmiller said.

Randles said some trails in that 
area already exist. Other sections 
haven’t been plotted out, need to 
be brushed out and improved or 
created.

Heinmiller said many of the 
existing trails were historically 

used for horseback riding when 
horses were still kept on the 
fairgrounds. Riders made use of 
old logging roads and cleared 
some brush between Port Chilkoot 
and borough property.

The organizations are now 
trying to sort out a specific route, 
walking through the woods to plot 
GPS coordinates.

 “There are a couple of places 
where we need to be very exact as 
to not go on to private property,” 
Randles said.

Nick Kokotovich with CIA said 
the tribe is in the early stages of 
determining its involvement. 
CIA has a four-member crew 
to work on the trails, and they 
are considering getting a small 
machine to spread dirt for footing.

CIA has some money to spend 
on its portion of the project as 
part of a contract with the federal 
government for highway or trail 
work, Kokotovich said. The trail 
would have to be public, he said, and 
accessible to users with disabilities. 

Heinmiller said the trail will 
be accessible for many uses, 
including walking and biking.

Randles said she hopes future 
discussion of the comprehensive 
plan at the borough level will help 
generate support for the project.

Kokotovich said there will 
be another planning meeting to 
discuss the trails next month. 
“Come and use our trails,” 
Kokotovich said. “That’s what 
they’re there for.”

it adds another dynamic to our 
response from Juneau.”

Asked whether a wildlife 
trooper could do the work of 
two, Hightower said, “That’s not 
for me to speculate.”

He said Alaska State Troopers 
will continue to investigate Haines-
area crimes out of Juneau. Officers 
will be sent here in what he called 
“non-patterned time frames.”

Neason said his job involved 
patrolling the Haines Highway 
to the U.S./Canadian border, 
criminal investigations outside 
the townsite, assisting the Haines 
police department, and conducting 
search-and-rescue operations.

“The visible difference in our 
focus is the amount of traffic 
enforcement,” he said. “Trent has 
done it, but he’s usually focusing 
on his wildlife.”

Neason said he spent a year as 
the only trooper here and assisted 
wildlife officials in Juneau, who 
were without a body on the ground 
in Haines.

“It’s one of those things,” 
Neason said. “You do what you 
can do. My hope is that they’ll 
replace me. The winter might get 
slow. But come summer, there’s 
enough work to keep more than 
two troopers busy.”

Chwialkowski transferred to 
the Haines post this year from the 
Anchor Point and Homer area. 
Neason has been here since 2013.

A native of Pennsylvania, 
Neason put his house on the 
market last summer. Last month, 
the borough assembly decided not 
to send a preemptive letter to state 
government in response to rumors 

that Neason was leaving for good.
Assemb ly  member  Tom 

Morphet, owner of the Chilkat 
Valley News, recommended a 
letter be sent to the Alaska State 
Troopers to request the Haines 
detachment not lose an officer.

The assembly voted 4-2 against 
the proposal.

“We shouldn’t  speculate 
without concrete information 
from the troopers,” assembly 
member Margaret Friedenaeur 
said then. “There’s a way to do 
it without throwing (ourselves) 
under the bus.”

Now Neason has made it 
official that he is indeed leaving 
the trooper’s force to move to 
Hawaii. Neason said he hopes 
he’s replaced, but said his hands 
are tied.

“The move had nothing to do 
with Haines or the people here,” 
Neason said. “I loved this job.”
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Un-Classified Ads
FOR SALE: Total Gym Fit, fully 

assembled, includes owner’s 
manual, accessories, DVD. 
$395 OBO. 766-2241 or 723-
8898. (50f,51b)

H A I N E S  S P O R T S M A N ’ S 
Association is looking  for 
someone to fill a board position.  
Please submit a letter of 
interest to HSA, PO Box 677, 
Haines, AK 99827. Must be 
received before Jan. 10, 2017. 
(46-50b)

2001 DODGE 4x4 & Camper 
2500, Ext Cab, 5.9L V8, 120k, 
Auto trans, cruise, tow pkg, 
xtra lights, camper w/new 
roof, toilet, stove, heater, 
queen bed, 3-way fr idge, 
stablelift mounting system w/
elec. jacks. $9,000 OBO (707) 
567-8007.  (49-50p,51b)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
Inc. has openings and space 
available for 1 or 2 person 
occupancy. Call HAL (907) 766-
3616 and ask for Janice. (20cb)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1,300 per month, call 907-
723-1599 or 512-658-8813. 
(36cb) Get your free firestarter at the Chilkat Valley News

DO YOU BELIEVE SENIORS 
and people exper iencing 
disabilities  deserve to live 
full, independent lives of their 
own choosing? We are looking 
for a dynamic, community 
minded, team-player to join 
our Haines office temporarily 
(January-April). This position 
offers flexibility, competitive pay 
and a supportive, caring, fun 
work environment. For a full job 
description and application visit 
www.sailinc.org/jobs and submit 
along with a cover letter and 
resume to: PO Box 183, Haines, 
AK 99827 or email msebens@
sailinc.org or fax to (907) 766-
3254. (50,51b)

DVD SERIES on center ing 
prayer starting Nov. 30 for  six 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Sacred 
Heart Church, 3rd & Dalton. 
Please join us. (47-51b)

FOR SALE: Pioneer Bar & 
Bamboo Room Restaurant. 
Contact: David Brena, ARA, 
(907) 983-3145. (14cb) 

HAINES COMMUNITY MARCHING 
BAND seeks used sousaphone 
to make a big sound. Call or 
leave message, 766-3775. (cf)

Business Owners 
& Entrepreneurs

JOIN THE CHAMBER
It works for you & the community

Gateway Building, Suite 14

WA N T  TO  J O I N  A  F U N 
NONPROFIT board? The 
Hammer Museum has two 
openings on its Board of 
Directors starting Jan. 1 Call 
766-2374 for details. (47-51b)

WINTER STORAGE: Covered 
winter storage for boat or vehicle, 
Oct. thru April @ $3.00 / sq ft 
+ borough tax. 907-766-2623. 
(45fcb)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (41-51b)

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

SCHOOL BOARD VACANCY 
NOTICE:  The Haines Borough 
School Board is seeking to fill a 
vacancy. Please submit a letter of 
interest by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 4 to Ashley Sage, P.O. Box 
1289 or ashley@hbsd.net. The 
board will interview and take 
action at their Jan. 10 board 
meeting.                       (48,50,51b)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Lance 
Jorgenson-Geise is no longer 
responsible for any bills or new 
accounts, or charge accounts, 
for Priscilla Dawn Hotch. Signed 
Lance Jorgenson-Geise, Dec. 1, 
2016.                     (48-51p)

HOUSE FOR RENT: Energy 
efficient 2 bdrm, 1 mile from 
town, $1,195+. Call 766-2696. 
(25cb)

WANTED: USED OFFICE DESK. 
Call the CVN 766-2688. (48cf)

FREE TO GOOD HOME: Photo 
enlarger. Simon-Omega B-22, 
makes up to 11x17 black 
& white prints. Stop by the 
Chilkat Valley News office, 3rd 
Ave & Main St. (36cf)

CVN WILL PAY $100 to anyone 
flying from Juneau to Haines 
on Thursday’s 2:45 flight (any 
week) who can br ing the 
newspapers up with them. 
Call 766-2688. (46cf)

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VACANCY:  The Haines Borough 
School District is looking for 
a temporary lunch aide.  This 
position will run from approximately 
January 4th until March 17th.  
Closes Monday, December 19th. 
Please contact Ashley at 766-
6725 for more information. (50b)

Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date          High     Low      Rain    Snow Day       Date            High      Low    Rain   Snow

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Dec. 6 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 11
Dec. 12

13         4        0 2.7
15  7        0 9.1
18         12        0 T
16   12        0 0
17   7        0 0
21    7        0 0
24         11        0 0

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 31 deg.

Dec. 6 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 11
Dec. 12

Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Snow on ground: 31 inchesSnow on ground:  8 inches

  8          -1       0.05 1
11  7        0.17 2
10         -3        0 0
  7      -3        0 0
14   -2        0 0
11    0        0 0
  3         -1        0 0

Pet of the Week

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

SANTA’S CHRISTMAS SALE
10% OFF STOREWIDE

SATURDAY 12/17/16 ONLY
HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND THANK YOU 

ALL FOR YOUR PATRONAGE!
(EXCLUDES SALE  & NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION ITEMS)

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
STIHL Chainsaws

Outboard Winterizing

Canal Marine & Auto

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S






 










(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Tues - Fri, 9 - 4
Open all winter

One more issue, Dec. 22, to get a 
holiday greeting & 

year end thanks 
to your loyal customers, call the 

Chilkat Valley News.
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840
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Wishing you love and light for the holiday season.

LUNCH & DINNER
MONDAY - THURSDAY 11:30 AM - 8 PM           
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30 AM - 9 PM

CLOSED SUNDAY

766-2442

766-2444

Pool Tourney
Saturday @ 1 pm 

Guaranteed $ Prizes
World Tavern Poker
Friday @ 7 pm & 10 pm

Karaoke
Thursday @ 9 pm

WINTER HOURS

 Harbor Bar
NEW HOURS:

Mon - Fri
open @ 2pm
Saturday 
open @ noon
Sunday 
closed

`

said of approving the 33-foot 
extension. “We can always find 
money somewhere for aesthetics. 
But we may never find the money 
to add on to that wall if we don’t 
do it now.”

Lende said she would like 
to see equal money spent on 
beautification. “We could spend 
an equal amount [on aesthetics] 
and still have money in the bank,” 
she said. “That would be an 
honorable compromise.”

The controversial harbor project 
has divided residents, many of 
whom believe it is too costly 
and benefits only area fishermen 
and the minority of people here 
who own boats. Others say there 
has already been enough citizen 
scrutiny and the project should 
move forward.

On Tuesday, the borough 
assembly voted on a number of 
other issues related to the harbor 
expansion, including whether to 
hear for a second time an appeal 
filed by Haines resident Paul 
Nelson that the harbor approval 
process has not followed the law.

Nelson told the assembly 
that the Portage Cove Harbor 
Expansion project should have 
never received a land-use permit.

In October, Nelson was one of 
three Haines residents to challenge 
borough manager Bill Seward’s 
decision to issue the permit for 
the project’s first phase without 
also receiving a land-use permit. 
The Planning Commission had 
previously recommended the 
permit be issued.

Nelson claimed noncompliance 
with borough code, arguing the 
project was improperly given a 
land-use permit when it required 
a conditional use permit.

Nelson said borough code 
stipulates that any project that 
affects the entire borough requires 
a conditional use permit. “This 
harbor project is the biggest thing 
this borough has ever done,” he 
said in an interview prior to the 
meeting. “It affects everyone.”

He added that the borough 
government is “supposed to follow 
their own laws. They’re not.”

“Our coastal management plan 
was not followed,” he told the 
assembly. “The comprehensive 
plan was not followed.”

Assembly  member  Case 
disagreed. “The state dissolved 
its coastal management plan and 
ours relied entirely on theirs,” he 
said. “There’s nothing there to 

consider.”
Assembly  member  Tom 

Morphet, who owns the Chilkat 
Valley News, said he wanted to 
hear Nelson’s argument in making 
the appeal, saying he was in 
“favor of hearing the public out.”

The assembly voted 3-2 against 
hearing Nelson’s appeal.

The assembly also approved by 
a 5-1 vote to award an $873,000 
contract to project designers PND 
Engineers to inspect the harbor 
expansion construction work done 
by Pacific Pile & Marine.

Morphet suggested it would 
make more sense to hire a neutral 
inspector.

Borough manager Seward 

said that PND Engineers had a 
“superb” reputation in Alaska. “I’d 
be surprised that they would want to 
jeopardize that reputation,” he said.

Assembly  member  Case 
questioned the cost of a third-
party inspector. “When you don’t 
have much money you have to 
have the engineer inspect the 
contractor’s work.”

Added assembly member Ron 
Jackson: “Who better to overlook 
the job than those who designed it.”

In another harbor matter, the 
assembly voted 4-2 to enter into 
a cooperative agreement in which 
the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game would contribute $500,000 
toward a $4.6 million two-lane 

boat launch ramp that includes 
boarding float and upland parking 
improvements.

 The agency’s money would be 
spent on the design of the project. 
Under the agreement, once the 
borough approved the design, 
it would then be responsible to 
manage and maintain the facility 
for 20 years.

Borough facility manager Ryan 
told the assembly that if the 
borough did not like the design, 
“we’re not on the hook.”

He added: “There is a 20-year 
agreement only if we go through 
the construction phase. This is our 
opportunity to work with Fish and 
Game and build a relationship.”

SEWARD from page 1
for nearly three decades and was 
lastly a director of auxiliary and 
recreational boating safety in 
Miami, Fla. During his assembly 
interview, he emphasized his 
creative problem-solving skills 
and penchant for helping his staff 
succeed. He is the father of two 
boys, aged 21 and 23.

Then Hil l  addressed the 
gathering, saying she was “very 
disappointed” with the action.

“We’ve dealt some pretty harsh 
blows to this manager tonight. 
When we hired him, we knew he 
didn’t have municipal experience 
but he’s a very intelligent man,” 
she said, her voice breaking.

“Our job is to help our manager 
succeed but we have just jumped 
off the cliff in my opinion. It feels 
like you’re all axe-hurlers and I’m 

really sad.”
She referred to numerous 

pages of mostly-critical assembly 
member reviews of Seward’s 
performance and added: “We 
just blasted Mr. Seward with 
20 mostly-critical pages and 
you aren’t going to give him an 
opportunity to try and fix it? I just 
think that’s awful.”

After the vote, Seward and his 
wife left the meeting chambers 
and he was later embraced by 
supporters, including Police Chief 
Heath Scott.

“That came out of left field,” 
Seward said.

Seward’s review took on an 
ominous tone when Morphet 
opened the meeting by reading 
a three-page statement offering 
a litany of failings that included 

taking initiatives on his own 
against the will of the borough 
assembly.

Among Morphet’s complaints 
were that Seward announced July 
6 he was postponing the harbor 
project, which “either disregarded 
or misunderstood the parameters 
of his authority nearly two months 
after his hire.” He also cancelled 
a borough assembly meeting 
following a small amount of snow 
that Morphet said indirectly led to 
a $35,000 rise in the cost of the 
harbor expansion addition.

“Mr. Seward has, in my opinion, 
made continuous missteps that 
reflect his judgement and diligence 
are not at the caliber required to 
do this job effectively. Moreover, 
these are traits, not skills. They 
cannot be quickly learned in a 

workshop or even picked up 
over time. Morphet said. “Even 
if they could be learned, in the 
words of one borough employee 
dissatisfied with Mr. Seward’s 
performance, ‘This is not a job 
for on-the-job training.’”

Case voted against terminating 
Seward, cautioned that it would be 
expensive to replace him. “I don’t 
want to make this a revolving 
door where every six months we 
start looking for a new manager,” 
he said.

Case implored the assembly to 
give the manager three months to 
try and save his job. “He served 
his country for 28 years,” Case 
said. “We ought to be able to give 
him three months.”

At one point, when asked if 
he wanted to make a statement, 

Seward admitted to the assembly 
that he had made mistakes. “I 
fumbled a couple of times in the 
beginning,” he said. “I chalk it up 
to lessons learned.”

Morphet  chal lenged that 
Seward was not clear about his 
role as borough manager. “You 
manage this municipality,” he 
said. “You don’t lead it.”

Following the vote, several 
residents spoke angrily about the 
decision during a public comment 
period. Don Turner threatened 
to start a drive to recall Morphet 
from the assembly.

An angry Diana Lapham 
said she was ashamed of her 
community: “If anyone tells me 
how wonderful and cordial and 
kumbaya Haines is, I’m going to 
tell them to go someplace else.”


