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Bears boys defeat Craig at home - page 3Ricke heads to Anchorage meet - page 6

PRAC to promote  
avalanche safety 

State DOT, resident head to court 
over eminent domain dispute

Bear task force to 
look at code changes

Assembly rejects taxes, leans toward 
cuts to close expected budget gap

Jeweler, vet contribute to wildfire relief 

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Borough Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Committee 
will discuss buying avalanche safety 
equipment for public loan and how to 
increase avalanche awareness, safety 
and education with the community. 

Commit tee  member  Scot t 
Sundberg, a former co-owner of a 
heli-ski company, brought the idea 
to the group last week. He said he 
wanted to raise the issue because 
three people have died in avalanches 
since last March. Two young men 
were killed earlier this month in the 
Haines Pass and another died last 
March on the backside of Mount 
Ripinsky. “It’s kind of a red flag to 
me,” Sundberg said. 

Sundberg suggested making 
winter safety awareness classes 
available at the school, either as 
a short-term course or part of the 
school’s curriculum. 

He also suggested partnering 
with British Columbia First Nations 
representatives in an effort to 
increase awareness of weather and 
terrain conditions using signage near 
the border. “If we direct funding 
toward a local avalanche awareness 
organization and they put it in their 
bid to maintain that sign since 
they might be doing the forecast,” 
Sundberg said, “I think the Canadians 

could match us on their side.”
Lori Smith brought up Tom 

Morphet’s suggestion to borough 
staff and officials that the borough 
purchase and make available airbags, 
backpacks that inflate and help 
reduce the chances of being buried, 
for public use. He said the borough 
providing airbags would be similar 
to providing life jackets at harbor 
facilities. 

“That might be something the 
community might be willing to buy,” 
Smith said of the airbags, which cost 
between $500 and $1,000 each. 

“Avalanche forecasting, avalanche 
awareness and avalanche training are 
all nice and good and appropriate, 
but these things save lives, period,” 
Morphet said of his suggestion to 
borough officials.  

Sundberg said he encourages local 
businesses to have them available 
for rent. “They’ve saved my life,” 
Sundberg said. “I can tell you that.”

Haines Avalanche Center (HAC) 
director Erik Stevens agrees, and 
added other safety gear to the list. 

“Almost every outdoor shop in 
Colorado rents beacons,” Stevens 
said in a separate interview with the 
CVN. “I really want to see more of 
that in Haines. I’d like to see rental 

See WINTER page 3

By Kyle Clayton 
Building or buying bear-proof 

commercial dumpsters, drafting new 
code to regulate them and a push from 
some to kill bears who habitually feed 
at the landfill were among the topics 
discussed during Monday’s first Bear 
Task Force meeting. 

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
created the task force last fall after 
an increase in town bear activity. 
Dusty Trails tenant Larry Sweet was 
charged outside his apartment and 
bears also damaged people’s homes 
and other property. Haines police 
chief Heath Scott said his department 
received more than 180 calls about 
bears in 2019, compared to 79 calls 
in 2018.  Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game wildlife biologist Carl 
Koch and two colleagues traveled 
to town in October to monitor bear 
activity and assess bear attractants 
in town and at the landfill. 

“I don’t want to compare it to a 
hurricane, but you couldn’t imagine 
how many dumpsters were flipped,” 
said Koch, who is also a task force 
member. “It was pretty untenable, 
obviously, for the community which 
is why we’re all here now.”

Task force members include Scott, 
Koch, Takshanuk Watershed Council 
executive director Derek Poinsette, 
Alaska State Parks ranger Travis 
Russel, Community Waste Solutions 
manager Craig Franke, biologist 
Shannon Donahue and Stuart DeWitt. 

Schnabel said she hoped the task 
force would bring recommendations 
to the assembly by April 1. 

This discussion began with bear 
activity at the landfill. Scott said he 
noticed an uptick in calls last fall, 
around the time the landfill cut off 
access to food waste by importing 

See BEAR page 4

By Ceri Godinez
News of wildfires devastating 

wildlife in Australia has motivated 
two Haines-area women to donate 
time and supplies.

Local jewelry maker Cassie 
Miller began putting her skills to use 
making and selling koala bear-shaped 
necklace pendants and donating 
the proceeds to charity after seeing 
images of wildfire devastation on her 
Facebook newsfeed. Her son Felix’s 
favorite book is “The Australian 
Animal Atlas.”

“The idea that the animals he loved 
so much in the book might not be 
around long enough (for him) to see 
them in person some day made me 
want to help,” Miller said. She began 
researching Australian wildfire 
fundraising efforts.

“I kept running into articles about 
massive organizations in the wrong 
areas getting more donations than 
smaller groups that were being more 
affected by the fires. I decided that 
being a world away made it almost 
impossible for me to pick one, then 
I found Wildlife Rescue Sunshine 
Coast (WRSC),” Miller said. 

WRSC is a federally registered 
charity in Australia that aids sick, 
injured, or orphaned wildlife. Much 
of the organization’s recent Facebook 
activity has involved raising money 
to feed animals displaced by the fires.

Miller has raised $2,621.22 for 
WRSC since she began her efforts 
on Jan. 8. Though many birds, 
mammals, and reptiles have been 
displaced by the fires, Miller settled 
on the koala for the shape of her 
pendants because they are cute and 
easily recognizable.

In the beginning, she was donating 
100 percent of the proceeds to charity, 
but as her orders grew in number, she 
started to run out of supplies. She now 
donates 100 percent of the profits so 
she can keep replacing the copper and 
silver wire she uses in her designs. 
Miller also sends koala necklaces to 
people who show proof of donation 
directly to WRSC.

“When I started, I had everything 
via Paypal and my personal Facebook 
account,” Miller said. But the number 
of orders became overwhelming and 
started taking away from the time she 
needed to fill orders, so she created 

an Etsy listing to streamline the 
process. On average, she gets about 
five orders a day. 

She plans to keep taking and filling 
orders “until I am out of supplies, the 
organization is no longer in need of 
donations, or I quit getting orders, 
whichever comes first.”

“The biggest takeaway has been 
that if you are willing to put in the 
effort, anyone can make a difference 
in a positive way,” said Miller. She 
has explained her fundraising effort 
to her two sons, Felix and Corvus.

“(Corvus) was a little confused 
at first trying to figure out what 
koalas would possibly do with the 
money we sent, but after explaining 
it to him more he wanted to help.” 
While Miller bends the wire into the 
koala shape, Corvus and Felix place 
pendants in the tumbler to harden, 
attach hardened pendants to chains, 
and package completed necklaces 
for shipping.

Miller hopes her sons learn from 
the experience that they can make a 
difference and “that it is important 

See FIRE page 6

By Ceri Godinez and Sylvia Heinz
Funding priorities in the upcoming 

budget cycle for the Haines Borough 
Assembly include education and 
public safety.

For everything else, funding levels 
are negotiable, assembly member 
Paul Rogers said.

An assembly meeting last week 
with borough department heads and 
Nils Andreassen, executive director 
for the Alaska Municipal League 
(AML), focused on ways the borough 
can accommodate state funding 
reductions in its budget. 

Andreassen briefed the borough 
on current state legislative issues 
that impact municipalities. He said 
last year was challenging not only 
because of massive budget cuts, but 
also because the cuts were so hard 
to plan for. This year, he said he’s 
hopeful that better communication 
with the governor could help with 
planning. 

Priorities for AML for the 
upcoming fiscal year are the Alaska 
Marine Highway, school bond debt 
reimbursement, and community 
assistance.

Andreassen identified school bond 
debt reimbursement, which was 
reduced by 50 percent last year and 
left the borough responsible for an 
additional $450,336, as the biggest 
issue for the Haines budget. 

Looking into the next year, 
Andreassen said that  local 
communities can expect a similar 
reduction to school bond debt 
reimbursement as well as a reduction 
in community assistance. He expects 
the state will look at redefining its 
relationship to local communities 
in areas including education, public 
safety, and road maintenance in the 
future.

Without these state funds, leaders 
in Haines will need to identify what 
the community’s core values are, 

which services support these values, 
and how to pay for the services, 
Andreassen said. 

As a borough in Alaska, Haines 
has three responsibilities to its 
citizens according to state law: public 
education, taxes in order to support 
government services, and planning 
and zoning.

“Everything beyond those three 
responsibilities are things you choose 
to do as a home-rule borough,” said 
Andreassen. Other services listed in 
the borough’s charter include: control 
of hazardous substances, emergency 
medical and other medical services, 
emergency dispatch, ports and 
harbor facilities, public parks 
and recreational facilities, public 
libraries, museums, cemeteries, 
economic development, disaster 
planning and emergency response, 
and solid waste management.

See FUND page 6

By Sylvia Heinz 
Conflict between the state and 

a Haines Highway resident over 
property acquisition to accommodate 
the highway’s reconstruction is 
headed for a trial after months of 
failed negotiation. Although the state 
has the legal right to acquire private 
property when deemed necessary 
for the public good, property owner 
“Bud” Filipek says the state is 
lowballing the value of his land. 

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation and Public Facilities 
officials say the acquisition is 
necessary to bring the Haines 
Highway to National Highway 
System standards compatible with 
a 55-mile-per-hour speed limit. 
Due diligence has been done in “a 

manner that is most compatible 
with the greatest public good and 
the least private injury,” according 
to a DOT&PF Property Acquisition 
Decisional Document.

The property in question involves 
4.67 acres from three separate parcels 
at Horse Farm Creek, located at 18 
Mile Haines Highway. The proposed 
design would move an orchard, 
shorten an existing 1,641-foot private 
dirt airstrip by nearly 250 feet, and 
impact wetlands.  

The state offered the Filipeks 
$29,800 for the land, $8,500 to move 
the orchard, and $30,900 for damage 
to the airstrip. Bud Filipek said he 
believes the state-contracted assessor 
used incomparable properties from 
26 Mile Haines Highway and the 

townsite to determine fair market 
value.

Alaska law gives the federal 
government ,  the  s ta te  and 
municipalities the right of eminent 
domain as long as three conditions 
are met: the use is lawful, the taking 
of the private property is necessary to 
the use, and the public’s greater good 
is of more value than the private use. 

Although the government has the 
right to acquire private property for 
public use, just compensation at fair 
market value is required by law. Some 
attorneys claim that negotiating with 
a low-ball offer is a common abuse 
of eminent domain by governments. 

Attorney Clayton Walker said that 

See COURT page 4

Liam Cassidy models good recovery technique at the “Ski into the New Year” event hosted by the Sheldon 
Museum and the Haines Library. The event was at the golf course on Saturday. Ceri Godinez photo.

Lilly Oman, 2, and her mom Amber, have a blast on the ice at Chilkoot 
Lake before snow covered its smooth surface. Lilly loved going for a 
ride in this unconventional sled, a plastic tote. Larissa Barrett photo.
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In a desperate plea for your hard-earned money late last year, 
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council resorted to deception and lies.

Maggie Rabb, director of Development & Operations for SEACC 
wrote that “SEACC made great achievements possible this year, such 
as convincing the state to revoke Constantine-Palmer Mine’s waste 
water permit, which forced the governor to fly out to their site for 
damage control”. The first lie is the use of the word “revoke,” which 
means to “annul by recalling or taking back.” This is not the case. 
The permit was remanded, which means “to send back (a case) to 
another court or agency for further action.” SEACC did not intervene 
and stop the permitting process, so please do not take a victory lap 
just now, SEACC. And where did SEACC get the information that the 
governor’s visit was to perform “damage control?”Governors and 
other public officials commonly visit sites of development throughout 
the state. I never read that Dunleavy’s visit was for “damage control.”

Earlier last year, SEACC alleged that “Prospecting and exploration 
can cause social divisions, criminalization, and violence in a 
community.” These attacks, deception and lies are now standard 
operating procedures for SEACC. What spin on the facts will SEACC 
produce in 2020? If you want to waste your good money, send it to 
them and we’ll see what they can manufacture.

Richard Clement

There are times when I can get discouraged as I read of the 
controversies that exist in our little town. But then a day like 
yesterday happens and I remember why we love living in Haines. I 
was out shoveling the end of our driveway (Jerry was at work) and 
a Good Samaritan came by in a pick-up with a plow on the front 
and promptly plowed out the remaining berm. Thank you, Bruce 
Spencer. And then later that day our neighbor, Shane Horton, came 
by and finished plowing out our driveway. And many times another 
neighbor, Fred Folletti, has graciously plowed us out. All just out 
of the goodness of their hearts. This will be our 30th year in Haines 
and time and time again I am amazed at the generosity of spirit in 
this town we call home.

Barb Blood

Letters to the Editor
Don’t waste your money on SEACC

Duly Noted

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15 
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Letters Policy

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
Thursday, January 23

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00 
– 11:00 p.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.

Port & Harbor advisory committee meeting, 
10:30 a.m. at the assembly chambers.

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 1:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

HEDC meeting, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.

NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building 
every Thursday.

Planning Commission workshop, 6:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Specific/Conditional use 
approval criteria for the general use zone.

NAR – NON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gateway 
Building every Thursday.
Friday, January 24

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Sheldon Museum. Theme is “Fun, Food & 
Staying Alive in Alaska!” Presentations by locals on 
various topics. Free and open to the public. Pack a 
lunch!
Saturday, January 25

Indoor Farmer’s Market, 10:00 a.m. – noon at 
the ANB Hall. For more information call Jennifer 
Motes, 907-713-7735.

Winter Square Dance, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the 
Mosquito Lake School. Call 767-5414 for more in-
formation.
Sunday, January 26

Haines Library book club meeting, 2:00 p.m. at 
the Haines Library. Discussion of the novel Point of 
Direction by Rachel Weaver. Copies available at the 
front desk. All are welcome. More info at 303-2228.

Northern Light Showcase, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. This event has been moved to this 
date due to inclement weather. Sponsored by the 
Haines Arts Council. 
Monday, January 27

Thor’s fitness open house starts, 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. at the gym. Open house continues through 
January 30. Open to the public. Free classes, sign up 
specials and refreshments. 
Tuesday, January 28

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed 
Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities, 

art projects, and nature walks geared toward young 
children at Mosquito Lake School Community 
Center. Library books can be checked out as well. 
766-6422. 

Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Le-
gion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to 
support scholarship fundraising.

Committee of the Whole meeting, 5:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. To interview interim as-
sembly applicants.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.
Wednesday, January 29

Learn How To… Maintain your skis/board, 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Meet at the Library to carpool or 
meet at Fairweather Ski Works.

Avalanche Awareness meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers. Come support and influence a 
long term plan for the borough to implement.
Thursday, January 30

Alzheimer’s PPSA, 5:15 – 5:45 p.m. at the li-
brary. Information on financial and care planning, 
and the common signs of dementia. Questions? Call 
Elizabeth Seliotes at 907-617-4352.

Haines Sheldon Museum BOT meeting, 5:30 
p.m. at the Museum.
Saturday, February 1

Brew Festival tickets go on sale, visit seakfair.
org. Festival is May 22 & 23.
Wednesday, February 5

Learn How To… Make salves and natural 
cleaners, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Library.
Thursday, February 6

Fish & Game advisory board meeting, 5:00 
p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Friday, February 7

Registration for ALCAN 200 and Calcutta 
Auction, 5:30 p.m. at the Fogcutter Bar.
Saturday, February 8

ALCAN 200 Pre-race driver meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
Start of ALCAN 200 Race, 10:00 a.m. at 42 

Mile Haines Hwy. 
ALCAN 200 Awards Ceremony and Dinner, 

7:00 p.m. at the American Legion. 
Sunday, February 9

ALCAN 200 Family Fun Race, 11:00 a.m. at 
27 Mile-Mosquito Lake. 
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Amazed by generous residents, neighbors 

By Tom Morphet
Video footage of product devel-

opment specialist Riley Erekson 
pouring liquid from a beaker was 
included in a nationally broadcast 
story on NBC Nightly News. In a 
two-minute feature, NBC profiled 
Riley’s employer, Atomo coffee, 
the Seattle-based manufacturer of 
a “molecular” coffee product made 
without beans. The product – yet to 
be released – claims sustainability 
as expansion of coffee plantations 
denudes rainforests. Mom Judy 
Erekson said Riley provided the 
film crew with cups of “Groggy 
Grizz,” a Mountain Market blend. 

Kyle Fossman has been named 
to the Cannon Network’s 30 
Coaches Under 30 to Follow. Foss-
man, apparent all-time high-scorer 
for the Haines Glacier Bears, is as-
sistant coach for the University of 
Alaska-Anchorage Seawolves. As a 
Seawolves player, Fossman scored 
1,237 points and holds every Sea-
wolf three-point shooting record. 
The network is a basketball news 
website.

All residents and visitors are en-
couraged to fill out the Chilkoot 
Indian Association’s transporta-
tion safety survey. The brief sur-
vey, available at the tribal office 
on Third Avenue, aims to identify 
unsafe sections of roads, trails and 
waterways for consideration in the 
tribe’s transportation planning ef-
forts. CIA transportation assistant 
John Wooton says he’s hoping 
surveys will be returned by mid-
March.

A local book club had the rare 
pleasure of meeting the author of 
its featured book when Lutak au-
thor Tom McGuire showed up 
for a December meeting of a local 
club discussion of “The Steller’s 
Orchid,” his recently published his-
torical novel. Club member Janine 
Allen said it was fun to discuss the 
book with the person who wrote it.

Staff at Haines School may soon 

be swapping pork recipes. Eight 
staffers came forward to buy sides 
of organic pork from Alex Van 
Wyhe, whose father Terry Van 
Wyhe, raises American Landrace 
pigs near Kenny Lake. Alex said 
he was surprised by the demand. 
School science teacher Mark Fon-
tenot said he’s making hot pork 
sausage for spaghetti.  

The Glacier Bears girls’ bas-
ketball team will be selling pizzas 
for pick-up on Saturday, Feb.1, in 
advance of the Super Bowl the fol-
lowing day. Get your order in to the 
school office, 766-6700, by Jan. 28. 
Gluten-free options are available.

Jim Stanford groomed about 
three kilometers at 25 Mile for 
cross-country skiing. The scenic 
course along the Klehini River is 
seeing increased use, perhaps due 
to a new recreation memorial on the 
site. “It’s the first year where every 
day we’re seeing groups of ski-
ers and people from out of town,” 
Stanford said. Phone him at 767-
5558 for updates on weather and 
conditions.

Jesse McGraw and James Hart 
played in last weekend’s 14th an-
nual Mount Edgecumbe Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament. Mc-
Graw teamed up with other Haines 
alumni Andrew Friske and Jer-
emy Strong. Hart played for Kake. 
Jeff Sharnbroich’s Fairbanks 
squad, with some coaching from 
Terry Friske, won the men’s over-
45 division. Liz Segars of Haines 
played for a Sitka squad. The three-
day tournament featured 32 teams 
across five divisions. 

It took him nearly eight decades, 
but Alan Heinrich finally made it 
to Europe last fall. He, wife Jean-
nette, and sisters Suzanne of Mills 
River, Tenn. and Heather of Boz-
rah, Conn. and their spouses traced 
Heinrich family roots to the tiny 
German village where Alan’s great-
grandfather was baptized. High-
lights include a Main River cruise 

and Octoberfest in Munich. Alan 
went to the beer hall while Jean-
nette took in a museum. “I’m good 
for a couple hours, but not that 
long,” Jeannette said. 

The Haines School’s annual 
Tournament of Readers competi-
tion was scheduled to start late this 
week. The winter reading incen-
tive program features 17 teams of 
students from grades 2-7 facing off 
daily at the Haines School library, 
starting at 12:15 p.m. The tourna-
ment continues daily through Feb. 
17. Karen Garcia is quiz master. 
The public is welcome to attend. 

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

25
2/1

8

2:45pm
11:45am
1:45pm

4:15pm
1:15pm
3:15pm

MATANUSKA
MATANUSKA 
MATANUSKA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

25
2/1

8

7:45pm
5:45pm
6:45pm

9:45pm
7:45pm
8:45pm

MATANUSKA
MATANUSKA 
MATANUSKA

Sponsored

   by

call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423
AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge

WINTER HOURS:
FEBRUARY 1 - APRIL 30

   TUESDAY: 10:00AM - 5:00PM
THURSDAY: 10:00AM - 5:00PM
 SATURDAY: 10:00AM - 4:00PM
In all of our decisions, consideration has been given 
to make our evolution as seamless and efficient as 
possible. Foremost in all our decisions is to turn the 
corner on our operation with minimal impact to 
you, and without increasing operating costs which 
end up being passed on to you.

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community
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January Hours
Tasting Room

Wed-Sat, 4-8 pm
Cocktails, bottled spirits 
& merchandise for sale

34 Blacksmith St.
in historic Ft. Seward

portchilkootdistillery.com

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Residential • Commercial • Land
Shop local - List your home with us!

Invest in a Happy & 
Healthy Chilkat Valley

Apply for your PFD online and share part of 
your dividend with some 

of your favorite nonprofits. 
It’s a chance for us to come 

together and be a part of 

Something Great!

www.chilkatvalleycf.org

OPEN HOUSE
January 27-30, 9am-4pm

Free admission! Come see our newly renovated space! 
Open to the public

Free classes, sign up specials, refreshments
HIIT class: Mon & Wed, lunch break, 12:15-12:45pm

Tues & Thurs, evenings, 5:30-6:30pm
FREE the week of January 27th!

For more info call Jessica Breyer at 766-3331 or 321-3983
Rates going up 10% March 1, 2020- buy annual pass before then!

Boys defeat Craig in 
home basketball games

U.S. census begins hiring for count

Skagway News will get 
new owners in March

Heli-ski map committee to 
delay boundary discussions 

By Sports Columnist Liam Cassidy 
The Haines Glacier Bears’ 

weekend home basketball series 
versus the Craig Panthers featured 
little drama, but it did offer large 
helpings of music, dancing and fast-
paced basketball entertainment.  Both 
the Craig girls and the Haines boys 
came away with two wins in their 
first showdown of the season with 
their division rival.

In the opening game of the series, 
the Panther boys stayed close for the 
first half. Senior centers Timothy 
Benolken of Craig and Kirby Faverty 
of Haines matched up in their teams’ 
man-to-man defense.  At the half, 
Haines held a 31-25 lead. 

In the third quarter, the Glacier 
Bears shot a blistering 80 percent 
from the field and went on to win 71-
54. Faverty won the battle of the big 
men, scoring 36 points to Benolken’s 
17. Haines point guard Mark Davis 
and Craig point guard John McKinley 

each scored 21 points. Davis, Faverty 
and Carson Crager combined for 14 
three-pointers.  The Glacier Bears 
also hit 14 two-pointers.

Before the start of Saturday night’s 
boys game, the Haines school took 
time to acknowledge the senior 
members of the Haines cheer and 
stunt squad. When the game began, 
they were given plenty to cheer 
about. The Glacier Bears came out 
in a smothering full-court man to 
man press forcing steal after steal 
and rapidly pushed the ball up the 
court for fast-break buckets, scoring 
17 unanswered points to start the 
game.  Midway through the first 
quarter, Faverty knocked the ball 
loose at mid-court and broke away 
for a thunderous dunk, igniting 
the Haines crowd. They remained 
fired up as coach Steve Fossman 
gave all of his 12 available players 

See BALL page 4

By The Skagway News
Two women from Chugiak will 

take over as co-owners and co-editors 
of The Skagway News in early 
March. Melinda Munson, whose 
family goes back two generations in 
Alaska, and Gretchen Wehmhoff, a 
55-year resident of the state, plan to 
arrive in Skagway in time to cover 
the borough assembly meeting on 
March 5.

Munson, who has a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from the 
University of Washington, has 
written for local newspapers in 
the Chugiak-Eagle River area. 
Wehmhoff also has written for local 
papers and the two women ran their 
own web magazine, Alaska Family 
Fun.

Wehmhoff taught journalism at 
Chugiak High School for 21 years 
and advised the student newspaper 
until she retired. She is a freelance 
writer and a past president of the 
Alaska Writers Guild.

Larry Persily, who bought The 
Skagway News almost a year ago 
from publisher Chris Sorg, of 
Whitehorse, has been looking the 
past couple of months to turn over 
the business to a permanent owner/
editor who would live in town and 
become part of the community.

“I wanted to get away from rotating 
editors who move to town, stay a 
while, then leave and the community 
has to start all over training a new 
editor,” Persily said.

Persily attracted national news 
media attention when he announced 
in late November that he would give 
away the newspaper operation to the 
best candidate. “Skagway deserves a 
quality newspaper, and the best way I 
could see to stake a new owner/editor 
would be to give them the business 
and let them settle in for the long 
term without starting out in debt.”

Persily, who was owner/editor of 
weekly newspapers in Juneau and 
Wrangell “many, many years ago,” 
teaches journalism at the University 
of Alaska Anchorage and volunteers 
to help younger reporters improve 
their skills.

When Munson read the news 
story that Persily was looking to 
give The Skagway News to the right 
person, she said she told her friend 
and colleague, Wehmhoff, that they 
were the perfect “couple” for the 
job. “I couldn’t have dreamed up a 
better opportunity,” Munson said. 
“Skagway is where I want my family 
to live.” 

See NEWS page 4

By Sylvia Heinz
The United States 2020 census 

is recruiting local hires this month, 
with the decennial population count 
in Haines to begin in March.The 
U.S. Census Bureau is advertising a 
$28-$31 hourly wage with flexible 
hours. Individuals can apply online 
at https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.
html. 

Barb Miranda of the U.S. Census 
Bureau in Juneau said that local hires 
will be responsible for making sure 
that every household gets a survey 
packet this spring. Additional hires 
during summer will conduct follow-
ups with people who don’t respond 
to the original questionnaire. 

“That is when we expect to have the 
most people we hire” said Miranda.

Census data affects federal funding 
distribution and policy decisions for 
the next ten years.

The Haines Public Safety building, 
for example, failed to qualify 
for federal funding through the 
Community Development Block 
Grant because the 2010 census 
indicated Haines was below the 

threshold for low-to-moderate 
income residents, said Haines 
Borough grants administrator 
Carolann Wooton. 

Census data helps direct $3.2 
billion annually in federal funding 
allocations.  These spending 
programs include highway planning 
and construction, Head Start, 
and healthcare programs such as 
Medicare and Medicaid.

Haines residents can expect a 
survey packet on their doorknobs 
in March. The packet will outline 
options for response, including 
an online alternative that was not 
available in 2010.

If residents don’t respond to the 
questionnaire, they can expect a 
knock at their door sometime after 
April 1, 2020. “We hope everyone 
responds right away, but if they don’t 
people will get a knock on their door,” 
Miranda said.

In 2010, the Haines Borough saw a 
drop in initial reporting by 18 percent 
from the 2000 census. “Of course, 
we would like to see that reversed 
in 2020,” Miranda said. 

WINTER from page 1
shops have beacons, shovels and 
probes. Air bags would be great, if 
there’s a source of funding to buy a 
bunch of air bags.” 

While gear would help, Stevens 
said, education, observations and 
forecasting will help more people 
overall, and so would directing 
resources to those three efforts. 

HAC has taught optional avalanche 
courses to students in the past, and 
teaches certified courses annually. 
Last weekend it taught an avalanche 
rescue course to 21 participants. For 
the past several years the center has 
received about $5,000 in borough 
funding, which helps employ about 
three part-time staff members to 
make weekly forecasts by using their 
own and residents’ observations of 
conditions in the borough and Haines 
Pass. This year, the Haines Borough 
Assembly declined to fund the center.  

Center director Erik Stevens said 
last year he had enough money to pay 
staff, who also volunteered their time, 
for reliable forecasts on the center 
website alaskasnow.org/haines-hac. 
He doesn’t have enough funding this 

year to keep staff in town throughout 
the winter. 

“(Last year) we were able to 
commit to three forecasts a week 
with danger ratings and enough 
observations to keep those forecasts 
relevant and fresh and accurate,” 
Stevens said. “This year we don’t 
have any committed funding for 
staff.”

Stevens said that while educating 
students is a great idea, the whole 
community needs to be engaged.  

“What we really could do is use 
the infrastructure that the avalanche 
center has already set up which 
is forecasting, observations and 
education,” Stevens said. “Those are 
the three pillars that people really 
need to make good decisions in the 
backcountry.”

School superintendent Roy 
Getchell said the school board feels 
a strong need for “Alaska-based 
skills.” The school recently offered a 
grant-funded hunter education course 
for middle schoolers. The school also 
teaches cold water safety and swim 
lessons. The school board would have 

to approve any permanent changes to 
include winter safety courses as part 
of the permanent curriculum.

“That would just require some 
outline and plan,” Getchell said. 
“You’d present that to the board and 
it gets approved. I’m confident it 
would. That would make it an official 
part of our curriculum as opposed to 
offering it as an extra.”

Board member and former teacher 
Tracy Wirak said the board discussed 
avalanche awareness courses at a 
safety meeting this week. She said 
she’d support winter safety as part of 
the permanent curriculum. “I would 
definitely support that and I would 
support there being an avalanche 
awareness course as a required 
course either in their classroom or 
their PE classes that would happen 
every year.”

Stevens said he’s happy the 
conversation has started, but wants 
to make sure any dedicated resources 
cast a wide net. 

“I just want to make sure we don’t 
throw all of our funding at one of 
these solutions and leave behind the 
holistic picture of avalanche safety 
in our community,” Stevens said.

The committee voted to create a 
subcommittee to address and further 
discuss the issue. It meets Jan. 29 at 
5:30 p.m. in the assembly chambers.

Efforts to begin redrawing the heli-
ski boundary map will likely be put 
on hold until after this ski season after 
foul weather prevented Nick Trimble, 
the committee’s heli-ski industry 
representative, from attending a 
meeting with Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game representatives 
this week. 

Originally, the committee had 
planned to combine the results of 
a 10-year mountain goat and bear 
denning habitat study with detailed 
information from the heli-ski industry 
about ski runs and helicopter drop off 
and pick up locations in preparation 
for redrawing the boundary map in 
the next year. 

Without Trimble, the committee 
heard a presentation from Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
biologist Kevin White on the wildlife 

study’s result but declined to take 
further action.

The Fish and Game study tracked 
mountain goat locations using GPS 
collars and used over 190,000 
location data points to confirm 
mountain goat habitat previously 
predicted through models. Similar 
methods of model prediction and 
location confirmation generated a 
map of bear denning habitat. For 
the bear habitat, Fish and Game 
used aerial surveys to confirm their 
predictions.

In the past, this information 
influenced assembly decisions 
relating to the boundary map.

In early 2018, the Assembly 
removed an area north of Rainbow 
Glacier and another near Flower 
Mountain from the map after Fish and 

See SKI page 4

In April 2019, the Haines Borough 
Assembly appointed the Haines 
Economic Development Corporation 
(HEDC) to direct outreach and 
education of the 2020 Census 
through a volunteer Complete Count 
Committee. Margaret Friedenauer, 
HEDC director, said responses are 
confidential and can only be used to 
produce statistics.

Friedenauer said the 2020 census 
is important because of “data, dollars 
and democracy.” 

“Data is  used for  roads, 
infrastructure, schools, services 
for veterans, federal decisions and 
federal funding distributions,” 
Friedenauer said. “It informs 
business decisions, policy decisions, 
community initiatives, transportation 
planning and school resources, just 
to name a few”.  

Estimating how much federal 
funding is at stake if individuals 
go uncounted is complex because 
demographics influence funding. 
If seniors are undercounted, for 
example, it will not affect special 
needs funding in schools. 

Home Games

Becca Wheeler gets the tipoff during this weekend’s game against Craig. Kirby Faverty flies over two Panthers 
during Friday’s home game. Lori Giddings photos. 
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Request for Proposal
Description.  The Chilkoot Indian Association is requesting proposals 
for the kitchen area of our Docking Facility located at 142 South Beach 
Road.
This location is a prime beach front building that is located next to the 
Port Chilkoot Cruise Ship Dock.  This offer is for rental of the space only, 
no equipment is included in the rental. The space is being offered for 
one six month season with the possibility of a long term lease.
Receipt of Proposals.  Please submit proposals to Chilkoot Indian Asso-
ciation located at 112 Third Ave South to the Dock Manager James Blilie.  
Proposals delivered by United States Postal Service must be sent to 

James Blilie, Dock Manager
Chilkoot Indian Association

P.O. Box 490 / 112 Third Ave S
Haines, Alaska 99827-490

Proposal Packet.  All Proposal packets must include:
1. A six month business proposal for our 660 square foot kitchen area.
2. Descriptions of the equipment you intend to bring on site 
3. A resume that includes successful business operations with 

references
4. Copy of your business license and insurance will be required upon 

a signed agreement  
Please have your packet labeled, “Chilkoot Indian Association Public 
Docking Facility Kitchen Business Proposal”
Request.  If anyone desires to see the location before entering in their 
proposal please contact the Dock Manager James Blilie at (907) 766-
2323 or (907) 314-2430 for a tour of the whole facility.
Opening of Proposals. All proposals will be opened on 2/19/2020 and 
a decision will be made by 2/28/2020.  
This is a Federally Recognized Tribal Government that has a member first pref-
erence.  Please be prepared to pass a criminal background check and have a 
credit check done upon Chilkoot Indian Associations decision to accept your 
proposal. 

Tuesday, January 14
A caller reported a build up of 

trash in Eagles Nest Trailer Ct.
An officer completed a follow up 

on 4th Ave.
HVFD completed a service call.

Wednesday, January 15
A caller reported two young 

moose on Main St.
An officer completed a follow up 

on 300 Block Haines Hwy.
A credit card found on Main St. 

was turned in to the department.
An officer made contact with a 

subject on Small Tracts Rd.
Thursday, January 16

A caller reported a disabled 
vehicle on Beach Rd.
Friday, January 17

A caller reported an attempted 
fraud on Dolphin Rd.

A caller reported a fight that 
occured two days ago on Main St.

A caller reported no crime at 31 
Mile Haines Hwy.
Saturday, January 18

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
parked in the wrong direction on 
Main St.

A caller reported an altercation 
occured in the early morning on 
2nd Ave.

A caller reported a vehicle driving 

without headlights on Main St.
A caller reported suspicious 

activity on Highland Dr.
An officer on patrol reported a 

vehicle with a flat tire on 1st Ave.
An officer made contact with a 

subject on Mud Bay Rd.
Sunday, January 19

A caller reported a lock was 
broken off a door on Young Rd.

A caller reported a possible 
prowler on 400 Block 4th Ave.
Monday, January 20

HBPD assisted another agency 
in Canada.

HVFD completed a service call 
on 4th Ave.

An officer completed a follow 
up call.

HVFD responded to a report 
of a chimney fire on 900 Block 
Young Rd.

A caller at 31 Mile Haines Hwy. 
requested assistance in locating 
a person.

There were five 911 hang-ups, 
two canine, five EMS calls and eight 
traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

Police ReportBEAR from page 1
fill and burying exposed trash. 

“In short, we did what we should 
have been doing all along,” Franke 
said. 

Scott said the task force should 
consider code changes to regulate 
commercial dumpsters, and that, 
for the most part, residents weren’t 
violating existing code by creating 
bear attractants. 

“People aren’t doing anything 
wrong but it’s no longer adequate for 
our environment,” Scott said.  

Scott said the task force should 
recommend a strategy for how to 
kill bears that pose a threat to the 
public. “If we have bears that return 
consistently and go from a nuisance 
to a public safety hazard, I think we 
should have a strategy for how we 
euthanize that animal.”

Don Turner Jr., speaking during 
public comment, advocated for 
shooting bears that have become 
reliant on garbage at the dump. He 
said the issue had become a public 
safety concern. “If you guys don’t 
dispatch the bears that are dump bears 
now, we’re still going to have this 
problem,” Turner said. “We should 
not have to put up with bears breaking 
into our houses and tearing stuff up. 
To me, bears do not belong in town.”

DeWitt said some bears have 
gotten “so lazy they forgot how to 
catch a sockeye” and now rely on 
garbage as their sole food source. He 
said Fish and Game staff should kill 
bears that are known to have gotten 
into garbage over multiple years. 
“Say we get all our containers secure 
and for the most part the public is 
doing a good job, a lot of those bears, 
that’s all they know.”

Koch said that while bears will eat 
garbage if they know it’s a stable food 
source, biologists don’t adhere to the 
concept of “garbage bears,” bears 
that once accustomed to eating trash 
won’t return to natural food sources. 
He said Fish and Game will kill bears, 
but only on a case by case basis. 

“Some of these bears are going to 
move on (from garbage). Some will 
not. That’s why we always take a 
case by case with a specific bear,” 
Koch said. “I would never convince 
my boss to shut the dump down, but 
before you do it, pop any bear that’s 
in there.”

Fish and Game wildlife research 
biologist Anthony Crupi told the 
CVN while there was a record 
sockeye run up the Chilkoot River, 
many of the bears weren’t around 
to fish during the pulse, and the 
poor pink and coho runs meant 
little food was available. He said 
poor fish runs caused increase bear 
activity throughout Southeast, not 
just Haines. 

“Those animals found a reliable 
food source which was the landfill and 
unsecured dumpsters in (Haines,)” 
Crupi said. 

Alaska state law allows a person 
to kill a bear in defense of life or 
property. That law excludes garbage. 

“That’s what makes this situation 

so complicated,” Koch told the 
CVN after the meeting. “If people 
could kill every bear that went in 
garbage it would just be a perpetual 
problem. When you have trash out 
there it creates a niche of food. If it’s 
not secured the bears will just keep 
coming back to it.”

When asked about hazing methods, 
Scott said he was uncomfortable 
hazing bears with “deployables” 
such as bean bags or rubber bullets, 
or hazing without a fellow officer to 
kill the bear should hazing fail. 

“I can purchase a 40-millimeter 
baton round that we use on people 
all the time in the big city when they 
don’t want to do what we tell them 
to do. You shoot a 40-millimeter 
at them and they start listening to 
you,” Scott said. “I imagine that 
is a better deployable round on a 
large animal if you want to change 
its behavior but even saying that, 
with a 40-millimeter I would want 
to have somebody deploying a less 
than lethal weapons system with a 
lethal weapons system.”

Schnabel asked the task force to 
consider how the borough regulates 
solid waste collection. “If we’re 
going to have self-haul, and people 
are going to be collecting and storing 
their trash in their homes and in 
their yards, then should we have 
any regulation about how that’s to 
take place?”

When asked after the meeting 
if she thinks the task force should 
bring back into public discussion a 
publicly subsidized waste collection 
system, Schnabel said “to me it 
seems inevitable that that’s where it 
needs to go.”

Turner said he doesn’t think Fish 
and Game is taking seriously enough 
that bears are habituated to the dump. 
He agrees the landfill should be better 
secured and said he’d like to help the 
borough make the dumpsters more 
bearproof. “I’m going to go look at 
them,” Turner told the CVN. “I like 
building stuff. People in general need 
to take more care of their garbage, 
too.”

Crupi is researching brown bear 
populations in the valley and 
has researched habituation in the 
Chilkoot corridor. While some 
residents believe Chilkoot bears have 
become habituated to people, Crupi 
said of the 12 he studied, only four 
became tolerant of people while they 
were fishing. Of the 10 bears he’s 
collared and tracked for the past 11 
years, only two traveled to town. 

For its next meeting, the task 
force asked Franke to list how many 
commercial dumpsters are located 
in town and Scott said he would 
provide more specific data on when 
and where bear calls were made 
to the police station. They agreed 
that Community Waste Solutions 
should aim to make 100 percent of 
its commercial dumpsters bearproof, 
and discussed the possibility of the 
borough subsidizing that effort.  

significant playing time and scoring 
opportunities.

Faverty scored 28 points, while 
frequently choosing to pass to an 
open teammate rather than shoot. 
Crager had 11 points to go along 
with nine rebounds. Davis chipped in 
eight points and Eric Gilham came off 
the bench to score eight. The Glacier 
Bears proved consistent, scoring 71 
points for the second night in a row, 
winning 71-42.

Sophomore David Strong earned 
the start for the talent-laden Glacier 
Bears and had this to say: “I think that 
was our best defense of the year and 
we played smart on offense, moving 
the ball around.”

The Haines girls got their first 
chance to face a Craig team that 
finished fifth in the state last year. The 
Panthers’ balanced, unselfish scoring 
attack had each of their seven players 
scoring at least five points . Craig’s 
Trinity Sheidecker led her team with 
15 points and Craig came away with 
62-39 victory. Haines tried to work 
the ball in to Sadie Anderson in the 
low post but when they managed to 
do so, Anderson was immediately 
surrounded by two or three Craig 
defenders. Despite the attention, 
Anderson still managed to put up 
13 points.

On Saturday night, the Glacier 
Bears needed to score some points 
from the perimeter to take some 
pressure off of Anderson in the 
key. Sophomore co-captain Natalie 
Jobbins delivered. After smoothly 
draining a buzzer-beating three-
pointer the night before, Jobbins 
continued to find her range on 
Saturday, hitting a pair of threes and 
finishing with a game high 14 points. 
Jazmynn Bird had 13 for Craig who 
went on to win the game 55-26.

The Glacier Bear girls spoke 
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And a large family it is. Munson 

and her husband, Paul, have two 
biological children and five adopted 
children with special needs. Their 
children range in age from 3 to 17.

Born and raised in New England, 
Munson spent her summers in Angoon 
with her maternal grandparents who 
moved to Alaska after serving in 
World War II. In Angoon, Munson 
waitressed at a fishing lodge, caught 
halibut that weighed more than her, 
and dreamed of living in Alaska 
full time.

After a stint in Las Vegas, the 
family moved to Alaska in 2016. 
Munson teaches high school at 
the Anchorage School District’s 
PAIDEIA Cooperative School.

“I am excited to meet the 1,095 
residents of Skagway,” Munson 
said. “I’m committed to providing 
accurate and timely news. Local 
journalism is not dead.”

Wehmhoff earned a lifetime 
achievement award from the 
Journalism Education Association 
for her work at the Chugiak High 
School newspaper, the Pegasus, and 
currently is a part-time English teacher 
for the Anchorage School District and 
also teaches communications as a 
part-time adjunct faculty member at 
the University of Alaska Anchorage.

Her interest in newspapers goes 
back to when she was 12 years 
old and started a newsletter for her 
community school in Anchorage, 
delivering the news to doorsteps in 
her neighborhood.

Wehmhoff briefly served as a fill-in 
member of the Anchorage municipal 
assembly in 2018.

Munson and her family plan to live 
in Skagway year-round. Wehmhoff 
will be in town most of March and 
then back after her teaching work 
ends for the summer.

“Small community newspapers 
cover stories of importance. People 
depend on them,” Wehmhoff said. 
“It’s where issues can be covered in 
terms relevant to the town.”

The new owners visited Skagway 
in December and have been busy 
looking for housing and making 
plans for their move. “Everyone in 
Skagway has been so friendly and 
welcoming,” Wehmhoff said. But 
like most everyone who moves to 
town, finding housing is a challenge. 
Anyone with any leads can contact 
Munson at melinda_and_paul@
hotmail.com.

Persily said he received about 
200 inquiries from people who read 
or heard about the opportunity to 
own The Skagway News. “I got 
emails from Alaskans, Canadians, 
journalists and adventurers from 
half the states, even several from 
overseas,” he said. “They were 
sincere and heartfelt, and many were 
journalists with years of experience, 
either laid off as the industry cuts 
back or just looking for a new role 
as a small-town editor.”

 It wasn’t easy to choose, he 
said. “What was most important 
was finding someone who would 
be excited to live in Skagway and 
become part of the community — 
and make the effort to understand 
the town’s needs and its residents.”

of their team’s strengths moving 
forward. Freshman Grace Godinez-
Long said, “We did a lot better when 
we decided to press in the second half 
of the second game.”

Freshman Malia Jorgenson-Geise 
talked about her team’s focus on 
defense. “We are practicing working 
more smoothly on defense, talking 
to each other, helping out.” 

She also spoke of her team’s 
offense. “Jobbins had some really 
good shots. (Natalie) Crager had 
some good cuts. She reads the court 
well.” 

The girls spoke of their squad’s 
resilience in the face of six early-
season losses. Freshman Alison 
Benda said, “Our team has gotten 
so much better since the beginning 
of the season.”  

Godinez-Long said, “Our team 
never gives up. We can be 20 points 
down with a few seconds left and 
we’re still pressing, trying to set 
traps.”

Jorgenson-Geise agreed, “We 
don’t step off the court until we’ve 
given it 100 percent, or more.”

At this point in the season, the 
Glacier Bears have faced three of 
four divisional rivals on their home 
court. The Wrangell Wolves will be 
in town this weekend to round out 
the home portion of the season.  After 
that, the Glacier Bears hit the road 
for the second half of the season, and 
then in March all of the teams will 
converge in Juneau for the Region 
5 tournament in hopes of earning a 
bid to state.
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Game labeled the terrain as critical 
for wildlife habitat. 

White stressed the importance of 
giving mountain goats a wide berth, 
particularly toward the end of winter 
when their fat stores are depleted and 
during kidding season when goat kids 
rely on females for food.

Bear denning habitat, he said, 
is important to avoid in December 
when bears are first settling in and 
toward the end of hibernation in 
March and April.

The committee plans to generate a 
priority list of ski runs after weighing 
each run’s importance to the ski 
industry against its importance as 
wildlife habitat.

By considering the map with a 
higher level of resolution--a run-
by-run basis--a method that has seen 
success in parts of British Columbia, 
committee members hope to achieve 
results that are agreeable to both 
interest groups.

The committee will revisit the issue 
when representatives from both the 
heli-ski industry and Fish and Game 
are present. This will likely not occur 
before the end of the 2020 ski season.

The current members of the 
boundary map committee are 
Trimble, Thom Ely, Dan Shultz, 
Derek Poinsette, and assembly 
member Brenda Josephson.

claim is difficult to prove because 
reality is complex. Government 
officials are acting on limited 
resources and determining fair 
market value is difficult in rural areas 
where there are few data points for 
comparison. 

Although it’s common for the 
state to acquire private property for 
development, Walker said, it is rare 
for the issue to go to trial. More often, 
the acquisition is either successful 
during the negotiation process or the 
parties settle out of court. 

Because of failed negotiations 
regarding the value of Filipek’s land, 
the state moved forward with the 
eminent domain process.

B lack -Smi th ,  Be tha rd  & 
Carlson LLC, described in DOT 
documents as a “well-respected 
geographically competent certified 
general appraiser,” was contracted to 
determine fair market value. The 4.67 
acres were assessed at $29,800 “by 
evaluating several recent local sales 
of similar comparable properties.” 

Filipek said that the appraiser used 
10 separate parcels at 26 Mile, which 
were assessed together as a 30-acre 
lot for comparison. A second property 
was a downtown lot. “It seems that 
my property is worth more that that 
because it has a view and a salmon 
stream. An acre on a runway is worth 
more,” Filipek said. 

“(The proposed road design 
impacts) the whole property. They’re 
separating the most desirable part 
(by removing the anadromous 
waterways).”

Black-Smith, Bethard & Carlson 
declined to comment for this story, 
citing litigation.

According to the Haines Borough 
parcel viewer, Lot 2 (north of the 
proposed highway realignment) is 
assessed for tax purposes at $31,500 
(3.33 acres), and Lot 1A is assessed 
at $45,900 (2.51 acres).  However, 
Haines Borough assessor Dean Olson 
said that although state law requires 
the borough to assess properties at 
fair market value, Alaska is a non-

disclosure state, meaning that sales 
information is confidential. This 
results in inconsistent assessment 
values.

DOT said they provided the 
Filipeks with numerous opportunities 
to obtain their own assessment or 
provide a counter-offer, but “Mr. 
Filipek continued to refuse to counter 
the offer or provide any solution other 
than to have the State purchase his 
(entire 52-acre parcel and home) in 
full (for $2,250,000).” That offer was 
rejected because the entire 53 acres 

and building were not needed for the 
project. Filipek said he remembers 
countering the offer for $60,000 an 
acre plus damages or offered to sell 
the entire property with the hope that 
the State would turn it into a park 
because “(public access at Horse 
Farm Creek) really was for the greater 
good of the public.” 

Although Filipek said he believes 
his property was valued unfairly, 
he is equally concerned that the 
proposed design will drain five 
acres of upwellings that provide 
warm water for coho salmon-rearing 
habitat. In addition, he said he worries 
mitigation will occur outside of 
Haines. 

Jim Schull, Environmental Analyst 
for DOT, declined to comment citing 
litigation.

If the design placed the road farther 
west, Filipek said, the curve will 
lie straighter and the wetlands will 
remain valuable habitat. 

“I’m not trying to stop the road. 
We understand the need to make the 
highway safer,” he said. “Why would 

COURT from page 1
they want to make it minimum safe 
instead of maximum safe?”

DOT said they studied this option, 
but they ultimately decided against it 
because of the impact it would have 
to the development on the private 
property, including obliterating the 
house. 

Dylan Krull, habitat biologist 
of the habitat section of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, 
said although there are five acres 
of wetlands, the amount currently 
suitable as coho-rearing habitat is 
small. Krull worked with Filipek 
on developing ponds, but most of 
the improved area has not yet been 
catalogued as anadromous waters.

“Overall,” Krull said, “the 
mitigation efforts by DOT should 
result in a net gain of coho habitat.”  

DOT concluded that “the state has 
made a diligent, conscientious effort to 
acquire the required property through 
amiable, good faith negotiations. The 
state remains amenable to reaching 
a mutually satisfactory settlement 
with the property owner. However, 
at present, litigation is required to 
resolve ongoing disagreements as 
to valuation.” 

F i l i p e k  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t 
understanding. He believes they were 
negotiating in good faith, but “after a 
back and forth (DOT) basically said 
I was difficult to work with and they 
were starting the process of eminent 
domain.”

“Human beings aren’t supposed 
to sue. They are supposed to be 
able to talk to each other. But we 
want something fair,” Filipek said. 
“And we want something best for 
the people of Haines.”

“An inherent conflict in government 
is an individual’s rights to life, liberty 
and happiness and a public’s need 
to let everyone do the same,” said 
borough manager Debra Schnabel. 

Attorney Walker believes the 
courts are an excellent venue to weigh 
this conflict. “I think both parties get 
a fair shake this way.”

I’m not trying to 
stop the road. We 
understand the need 
to make the highway 
safer. Why would 
they want to make it 
minimum safe instead 
of maximum safe?

-”Bud” Filipek

“

“
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required, flexible 
hours, and working night shift 
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

CHILKOOT INDIAN Association 
needs your help in making 
t ranspor tat ion safe in  our 
community. Please stop by the 
office/front desk, across the 
street from the library, and fill out 
our Transp. Safety Survey. This 
should take about 5-10 minutes. 
Thanks in advance for taking 
the survey, as this will help us to 
prioritize and manage for safer 
travel in our community. (01-05b)

RAINBOW GLACIER Adventures 
specializes in small-group tours 
with high-quality guides. RGA is 
hiring Kayaking, Rafting, Wildlife 
Viewing and Sightseeing guides 
for summer 2020. Part-time and 
full-time positions available, 

(Un)Classified Ads
training provided. Pay DOE.  Call 
us at 766-3576. (cb)

WINTER SQUARE DANCE 6-8pm 
Sat, 1/25 @ Mosquito Lake 
School. 767-5414. (03b)

KHNS IS HIRING for a part-time 
morning news host. The position 
is 10 hours per week, 6-8am. 
Punctuality, dependability, clear 
reading voice and attention to 
detail are paramount. Wage $13-
$15/hr DOE. Email gm@khns.
org with the subject: “Morning 
Host Search” for more info and 
to apply. (03-04b)

FOR SALE OR RENT (unfurnished) 
2015 model mobile home 860 sq 
ft. 2 bd. 2 ba. Sale: $70,000 owner 
financed min 5% down. Rent: 
$750/month with $500 deposit. 
Available now. Msg. 7662827. (cb)

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom apartment 
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy 
$1,200 a month. Includes water 
&amp; sewer, heat, electric, 
garbage. Covered parking, 
storage unit, elevator. Veterans 
only must verify with DD-214 
and have honorable discharge. 
Applications available at SEARHC 
3100 Channel Drive, Suite 300 
Juneau, AK 99801; contact Gail 
Dabaluz at 907-364-4455.

HAINES BOROUGH JOB- Library 
Tech II, Circulation Services
PT (14.5 hrs/wk). Min. Qual: HS 

Diploma or equiv.; Starting wage: 
$15.95/hr.

For  more in fo check www.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring app 
to Clerk at afullerton@haines.ak.us. 
First review of apps will be 1/31/20 
but open until filled. EOE. (03-04b)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 
6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

• IFR Certified in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:30 am
11:00 am

1:15 pm

9:05 am
11:35 am

1:50 pm

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule 
January 1 - 31

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

9:20 am
11:50 am
2:35 pm

9:55 am
12:25 pm
3:10 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

2:00 pm          2:15 pm              2:10 pm         2:25 pm

Remote Recreational
Near Point Couverden

800 ft shoreline
7 plus acres
2400 sq ft

partially finished home
MLS: 19470
Mike Race

Coldwell Banker
Race Realty

racerealty.com, search in Haines

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

AT JUNEAU 
ESTATE OF LUCY 

WELLES HARRELL,
Deceased.

1JU-14-71 TR
NONPROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 

James Michael Studley and 
Mary Martha Cochran are the 
Co-Trustees of the LUCY HAR-
RELL LIVING TRUST, dated 
December 8, 2014.  All persons 
having claims against Lucy Welles 
Harrell are required to pres-
ent their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this Nonprobate 
Notice to Creditors or said claims 
will be forever barred.  Claims 
must be presented to James Mi-
chael Studley and Mary Martha 
Cochran, Co-Trustees, by mail-
ing the claims to Baxter Bruce & 
Sullivan P.C., at P.O. Box 32819, 
Juneau, Alaska 99803, or filing 
them with the Juneau Superior 
Court.

Robin Grace LCSW 
Video and Phone 
Psychotherapy
• 541-914-4914 •

Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

Subscribe

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Monitor and Toyo stove 
repair • Tire swap, mount 
& balance • Stihl Outdoor 
Equipment IN STOCK •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
winter hours

tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p 

766-2869

open all winter

Martial Arts
In The

Chilkat Valley
Spring Classes: January - April
Kids Jujutsu (8-13yr) M/Th 4pm
Adults/Teens Jujutsu Th 5:30pm

Battojutsu (Sword) M 5:30pm
www.seibukanofhaines.com
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xd
767-5440

For you created my
inmost being; 
you knit me together
in my mother’s womb

Psalms 139: 13

New Hope Fellowship
Church

Help advise the Federal Subsistence Board 
on the management of fish and wildlife 
resources on Federal public lands and 

other subsistence issues in your region.
Application Deadline

February 14, 2020
For an application call  

(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3888 
or visit www.doi.gov/subsistence/regions

Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Councils

LEGAL NOTICES
HAINES BOROUGH NOTICE - December 30, 2019

DELINQUENT SALES TAX
**************************************************
JOHANA GOERNER – MOOSTERIOUS EMPORIUM, LLC

**************************************************
According to Borough records, the above business accounts 

are delinquent in filing the required reports and applicable 
sales tax through December 31 of 2019. Delinquent accounts 
are subject to additional penalty and interest charges, adver-

tised public notices, estimated tax assessments and small 
claims proceedings for a lien to be filed.

Glenda Gilbert: 
(907)766-3511 or 
(907)321-3512

Visit our Website at
www.racerealty.com
Making Real Estate Real EasyRace realty is an Independently Owned and Operated 

Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

RACE 
REALTY

80 Piedad Road - You can’t beat the price per square foot, all under one 
roof. Plus a garage, greenhouse, carport with Chilkat Mountain/River views! 
Motivated Seller and Listing Agent! Drastically reduced to $499,000. 

Sweetheart of a deal!

FUND from page 1
At the meeting, assembly members 

categorized the borough’s services 
as either essential or optional. While 
members agreed that education and 
services related to public safety were 
essential, others including control 
of hazardous substances and solid 
waste management, which is not 
currently provided by the borough, 
were deemed optional.

The museum and public parks 
and recreational facilities sparked 
debate. Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson said while fully funding 
the museum is not essential, records 
storage is. She views public parks and 
recreational facilities as an optional, 
quality of life service.

Assembly member Gabe Thomas 
said the public pool is an essential 
recreational facility because of the 
educational opportunities it provides. 

Assembly member Zephyr 
Sincerny said that public parks and 
trails are essential for the community, 
improving quality of life for locals 
and giving tourists a reason to visit.

“The question for the assembly 
moving forward is at what level 
should we fund optional or quality 
of life services,” Josephson said. She 
plans to look for cuts within borough 
departments with guidance from 
department heads.

Andreassen suggested that a way 
to begin thinking about areas for 
reduction is “to ask ourselves, what 
happens if we stop providing this? 
Who will pick this up? Will it be 
picked up?”

Assembly members also discussed 
taxes as an option for balancing the 
budget.

Josephson said there is opposition 
to raising taxes within the community. 
“We’re at a tax rate right now that’s 
tolerable for people, but there’s not 
a lot of room to grow.” She worries 
that higher taxes in the borough 
combined with potential new taxes 
at the state level and cuts to the PFD 
“will be what breaks people.”

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
said her sense from last year’s budget 
process is that residents of Haines 
are willing to pay for maintaining 
the services they currently receive. 
Last year, she proposed a property 
tax increase to cover the school bond 
debt deficit. However, her proposed 
tax increase was rejected by the 
assembly in favor of drawing from 
borough savings.

 “People are willing to pay more 
for taxes when there’s a tangible 
benefit to them,” assembly member 
Paul Rogers said. He cited previous 
discussions about the borough taking 
over solid-waste management, which 
he said ultimately failed because no 
one could demonstrate the value for 
the half million it would cost.

Steven Auch, Haines tourism 
director, noted that expansion of 
the tourism industry would be an 
alternative way to generate new 
revenue for the borough. “If we have 

100 people in town per day, and they 
each spend $100, that’s a quarter of 
a million dollars in increased sales 
tax revenue. Bringing people from 
outside, we’re importing the funds 
rather than taxing ourselves.” 

Thomas said he supports a seasonal 
sales tax to capture more tourism 
dollars in the summer but would 
be hesitant to enact a year-round 
increase to either sales or property 
taxes.

Schnabel said her budget proposal 
will likely contain another property 
tax increase, but the meeting made her 
aware that “the assembly is looking 
for efficiencies and effectiveness” 
rather than taxes.

“We need to face the reality that our 
existence is subsidized,” chief fiscal 
officer Jila Stuart said. “We need to 
either reduce services or decide we 
want to pay for them.”

Whichever path the assembly 
treads, members said it needs to do 
a better job engaging the public. 

“Our job as leaders is to help make 
the community aware of the need 
for change,” Josephson said. She 
said the current fiscal climate is an 
opportunity for Haines to reassess 
and move in a new direction, which 
will likely involve consolidation of 
services. “We have to focus on who 
we are today. We can’t focus on what 
we were before,” said fire chief Al 
Giddings.

Assembly member Stephanie 
Scott said, “It’s good to have this 
discussion, but it’s not new. We’ve 
had this discussion over and over and 
over again. I’m trying to figure out 
how this will be different.”

“Achieving significant efficiencies 
and effectiveness may require 
structural change in addition to 
reducing expenditures. Restructuring 
could impact facilities and programs 
that have strong advocates.” Schnabel 
said. “We have been reluctant to 
change in the past. It will take 
political will to effect true change.”

The borough’s budgeting process 
will kick off on April 1 when Schnabel 
presents her budget proposal to the 
assembly.

Dolphins celebrate new starting blocks
By Kyle Clayton

The Haines Dolphins swim team 
dove off their new starting blocks 
Tuesday, giving Pacific Ricke just a 
few days to practice on them before 
competing in the Senior Champs 
meet this weekend in Anchorage. 

Ricke, 12, was fast enough to 
qualify for the meet in Anchorage 
that typically hosts 13 to 23 year olds. 
Her qualifying time for the 50-meter 
freestyle was 2 seconds under the 
minimum time to qualify and her 
200-meter backstroke time was .02 

seconds under. She swam those times 
during a competition last summer. 

The pool reconstruction delays 
kept athletes from practicing until 
early December. “It feels good to 
get back to training,” Ricke said. 
“It’s really exciting to finally have 
the blocks.”

Swim coach Jackie St. Clair said 
the new blocks now meet USA 
Swimming standards.  “These are 
the blocks that are in the rest of 
Southeast and the rest of the state,” St. 
Clair said. “There’s more continuity 

between what they practice on and 
what they use in competition, which 
is beneficial.”

Grants and donations from the 
Chapell and Ricke families helped 
purchase the new blocks. An 
additional three will arrive in the 
next few weeks, St. Clair said. Each 
starting block costs $2,800. 

Now that they’re installed, the 
Haines Dolphins can again host swim 
meets, which it plans to do in March, 
St. Clair said. 

• Drain Cleaning 
• Boiler Work 
• New Construction / Remodel 
• Radiant Heating Design and 
Installation 
• Parts sales / Installation 
Procedures 
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation

Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Mechanical 

Contractor

Call to make an appointment  

“Your Haines Plumbing & 
Heating Headquarters”

Haines, Alaska 766-2086

to help others when you are in a 
position to do so.”

Haines-area vet Dr. Michelle 
Oakley found herself in a similar 
position to help and is partnering with 
UC Davis veterinary burn specialist 
Dr. Jamie Peyton to treat animals 
injured by the Australian fires.

The two departed for Australia 

FIRE from page 1
on Wednesday, Jan. 22. after raising 
$52,958 through a GoFundMe 
campaign to purchase medical 
supplies for their visit.

Estimates of 1 billion animals 
killed by the fires motivated Oakley 
“to do what I was put on this earth 
to do—help animals in need” by 
donating her time to treat Australian 

wildlife. Many of the species 
threatened by the fires like koalas 
and brush-tailed rock wallabies are 
endemic to the country. If the fires 
destroy the Australian populations 
of these species, they will be wiped 
out globally.

Peyton has first-hand experience 
treating wildlife injured by wildfires 

in California 
and is versed 
in techniques 
such as fish-
skin grafts to 
treat extensive 
burn damage. 
Oakley has 
worked with 
Peyton in the 
past and has 
two decades of 
experience as 
an all-species 
vet, treating 
i n j u r e d 
wi ld l i fe  in 
many different 
e m e r g e n c y 
situations.

O a k l e y 
could not be 
reached for 
c o m m e n t 
b e f o r e  h e r 
t r ip .  Tracy 
Corneliussen, 
Oakley’s office 
manager, was 
unsure of the 
duration of the 
outreach trip. 

Cassie Miller and her son Corvus display Miller’s koala bear pendants. Photo courtesy of 
Cassie Miller. 

Lucia Chapell and Pacific Ricke dive from their new starting blocks Tuesday, Jan. 21. Kyle Clayton photo.


