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HEDC resigns from 
mining committee

Local smokejumper details record season

Pool reopens after seven months

Maidy hangs up on 
GAS committee 

By Kyle Clayton 
T h e  H a i n e s  E c o n o m i c 

Development Corporation resigned 
its membership on the Chilkat Valley 
Mining Forum committee last month, 
with HEDC president Heather Shade 
saying in a letter to the mining 
committee that its membership 
endangers community perception 
of HEDCs “neutral, non-advocacy 
position.”

Shade told the CVN that the mining 
committee’s voting structure—
decisions require 70 percent 
support—might give the perception 
of HEDC’s wholesale endorsement 
of speakers and topics. “It’s not a 
structure that allows us to maintain 
our independence in providing data-
driven information and community 
dialogue about industry sectors as 
opposed to individual businesses,” 
Shade said. 

HEDC is the third organization to 
resign its seat on the committee since 
2017. Lynn Canal Conservation and 
the Chilkat Indian Village were the 
first to drop out. 

Constantine Metal Resources 
public relations vice president 
Liz Cornejo said the committee’s 
70 percent level of approval was 
designed to build consensus. She 
said HEDC’s resignation did not 
prompt any discussion at its most 
recent meeting about changing the 
mining committee’s structure or 

voting processes. 
Takshanuk Watershed Council 

last month made a motion to limit 
membership on the committee to 
nonprofits, but the proposal lacked 
support from the majority of member 
organizations. In October, the 
member groups were first asked to 
consider such a proposal. In public 
comment to HEDC at the time, 
Linda Palmer and Cornejo both 
acknowledged personal interests in 
serving on the mining committee and 
opposed having their votes removed. 

Linda Palmer said the committee 
has the potential to damage the 
perceived value of the property they 
lease to Constantine. “We being there 
will keep this in a positive direction 
where the mine and Constantine’s 
development can continue to be 
considered at least,” she said during 
public comment. 

The mining forum committee was 
created around 2016 when Takshanuk 
Watershed Council received a grant 
to pay for speaker events. Former 
TWC director Meredith Pochardt, 
who organized a previous forum on 
her own, later invited Constantine 
and other stakeholders, the majority 
of those who are now members, to 
form a committee to plan the next 
event. 

“It started out with this altruistic 

See HEDC page 6

By Jenna Kunze
Squeezed into the back-bending 

cargo area on a fixed-wing plane 
in July, Haines resident Russell 
Kennedy palmed an iPad passed off 
from a colleague. He was among 
seven men in various stages of repose, 
speeding towards a column of smoke 
erupting from the foothills of the 
Brooks Range in Northwest Alaska. 
Using his fingers on the screen, 
Kennedy zoomed in on the map, 
cocked his head. Squinted. Paused. 

Over the roar of the engine, 
Kennedy mimed to his colleagues 
what he’s just learned: that the 400-
acre wildfire they were chasing 
threatened land he bought but had 
never seen. That this, for once, was 
personal.

While most people run away from 
fires, it’s Kennedy’s job to parachute 

into them. He’s a smokejumper in 
Alaska, an elite group of firefighters 
that act as first responder to wildfires. 
As the name suggests, smokejumpers 
hurl themselves from airplanes 
into remote areas set ablaze, where 
they set up camp and suppress or 
extinguish wildfires for as many as 
14 consecutive days.

When Kennedy jumps out of the 
plane, he does so with 100 pounds 
of gear, including a Kevlar suit with 
hockey pads sewn into it, a parachute 
on his back and a reserve parachute 
on his front, a bag of food and water 
between his legs, a tent in one pocket 
and government-issued pop tarts in 
another. 

“Every fire is all fire. It’s this 
strange substance that’s always the 
same — I stole that from Cormack 
McCarthy, but he said it way better,” 

Kennedy said, hunched over his 
English work at the Haines Borough 
Public Library on a Friday. Fridays 
are his “homework days.”

Smokejumpers work for the 
federal government on six-month 
contracts. During his half-year off, 
Kennedy is remotely earning his 
bachelor’s degree in English at the 
University of Massachusetts.

He’s frequently seen in a black 
baseball cap embroidered with 
the specific wings assigned to the 
smokejumper’s logo, with a Bureau 
of Land Management crest in the 
center. To an untrained eye, they 
look like any wings, but Kennedy 
promises fellow smokejumpers 
recognize the distinct arch. 

“Fire does its thing regardless of 
how we feel about it,” he said. “I think 
it’s an unnatural act to go towards 
a forest fire, sometimes. Just like 
anything else in this life, by passing 
through your fear of it, that’s when 
you begin to understand it and then 
begin to know what you can get away 
with. Those people that are not afraid 
to take risks are the ones who end up 
figuring out the game and getting 
really good at their jobs.”

This past summer, Alaska’s 
taskforce of 63 jumpers had ample 
opportunity to hone their skills. 

From late April to early September, 
the all-male team fought 115 separate 
fires with 156 missions, up from 
45 total missions in 2018, and a 
10-year average of 81 missions.  
The smokejumpers base at Fort 
Wainwright, Fairbanks, set a record 
in July for the most jumpers on 
the list at a single time, 206 (with 
out-of-state jumpers pulled up as 
“boosters”), since the formation of 
the crew in 1959. Not incidentally, 
July was also the hottest month on 
record in Alaska.

“From a non-scientific basis 
it seems like the workload is 
increasing and we’re seeing fires 
burn in locations that haven’t had as 
much fire activity in the past,” said 
base manager and 30-year career 
smokejumper Bill Cramer. 

From Kennedy’s boots-on-the-
ground vantage point in his sixth-
year smokejumping, there were two 
irregularities about the 2019 season: 
duration and burn behavior.

“We jumped large fires well into 
September, which is unheard of,” he 
said. “We were really tired and none 

See SMOKE page 6

Excited children enjoy the tree lighting at the annual Lighting of the Library on Saturday, Nov. 30. Kyle 
Clayton photo. 

Christmas light short likely 
cause of apartment fire
By Kyle Clayton 

Haines Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief Al Giddings said an electrical 
short in Christmas lights caused the 
apartment fire on Mathias Avenue last 
week that resulted in one occupant 
injuring herself after jumping to 
the ground from the building’s 
maintenance deck. 

Independent forensics investigator 
Gentry Crain traveled to Haines and 
visited the apartment on Monday. 

“He did a pretty thorough 
investigation,” Giddings said of 
Crain. “There were pretty good 
indicators of the fire’s burn pattern, 
of where it started.”

Giddings said flammable material, 
Christmas decoration and wrapping 
material, fueled the initial spark. He 
dismissed rumors that the fire was 
drug related. 

“There’s no evidence it’s related to 

any paraphernalia, that it’s related to 
drugs or drug labs,” Giddings said. 

Giddings said fire volunteers did 
a good job in preserving the scene.

Firefighters initially thought a 
cigarette butt may have started the 
fire from outside the complex.  

The building’s owner, Pete Dohrn, 
said he’s waiting on an adjustor to 
determine the extent of the damage. 
“After that’s determined we’ll get a 
game plan on how we’re going to fix 
it,” Dohrn said. 

Last week’s story incorrectly stated 
that two residents jumped from their 
window. Three occupants escaped 
the flames from the second story 
window onto a maintenance deck 
below. One occupant jumped from 
the deck, injuring herself, and the 
others were assisted down by fire 
department volunteers, Dohrn said.  

 

By Jenna Kunze
At 6:30 a.m. on Friday morning, 

91-year-old Joan Snyder eagerly 
penned her name on the sign-in sheet 
at the Haines swimming pool on its 
opening day. She was the second 
among 72 swimmers that came for a 
complimentary free swim after seven 
months of closure for renovations.

Like many swimmers, Snyder 
said the prolonged closure was 
“awful” and she’s glad to be back to 
her normal exercise routine, which 
doubles as a social hour.

“I’ve been going to that pool since 
it opened in the 80s,” Snyder said. 
She used to swim laps, but said she 

now does joint-mobility exercises. 
“Swimming is the best kind of 
exercise because it’s very gentle on 
the joints for people like me with 
arthritis and that sort of thing. It’s 
a regular social thing besides being 
good exercise.”

Swimmers Leanne Converse and 
Kate Saunders agreed.

“After not being able to exercise 
all summer, I’m delighted the pool 
is open,” Converse said. 

“It’s always been a huge social 
connection,” Saunders said. “If one 
of us misses, someone from the early 
morning swim will call to make sure 
they’re okay. If you didn’t show up 

for swimming, they want to know 
why.” 

The pool officially reopened 
Friday, Nov. 29, when the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation approved a second 
water chemistry sample after an 
earlier sample failed due to lack of 
sufficient chlorine levels.

“Be aware that due to the first 
sample getting flagged we will 
be strictly enforcing that there 
are absolutely no street clothes 
or shoes allowed on deck,” pool 
manager RaeAnn Miner wrote in an 

See POOL page 4

Kennedy prepares for a burn out operation to save several cabins on 
the Manueluk River at the foothills of the Brooks Range in July. Photo 
provided by Kennedy.

By Jenna Kunze
At a borough government affairs 

and services committee meeting 
Nov. 28, member Sean Maidy, who 
attended by phone, hung up on 
the two other committee members 
before they agreed to forward to the 
assembly a resolution interpreting 
charter to allow for areawide 
emergency police service.

“I in good conscious can’t vote on 
this,” Maidy said. “And if none of 
the information provided by me over 
all of this time, all of this research 
is worth anything then there’s really 
no point in me being at this meeting. 
I have better things to do. Thank 
you very much. Have a great night. 
Good luck.”

Also on the committee is Brenda 
Josephson and Gabe Thomas.

Some assembly members believe 
that the draft resolution, proposed 
in November by Josephson, would 
resolve the longstanding issue of 
areawide policing by interpreting 
“emergency dispatch” in charter to 
include Haines police.

Currently, emergency medical 
services, emergency dispatch and 
emergency response are the only 
three entities defined in charter as 
areawide powers, but proponents for 
the resolution say that emergency 
dispatch has always included Haines 
police, though not explicitly.

Charter has not changed since 
the Alaska State Troopers pulled 
their highway station from Haines 
in October 2017.

“Since the Haines Borough Police 
Department is the only police 
agency currently operational within 
the borough, it is both logical and 
expected that they will respond to 

emergencies within the borough,” 
assembly member Paul Rogers wrote 
in a memo to the committee.

Maidy said the resolution would 
create a loophole to circumvent a 
vote on changing charter language. 
“Yes, they both have the same effect,” 
Maidy said. “But one is transparent 
and correct and one of them is 
underhanded.”

Audience and assembly member 
Stephanie Scott said the Haines 
Borough charter is like the U.S. 
Constitution. “You don’t just change 
what it says unless we have the vote 
of the people,” she said. 

According to an August email from 
borough attorney Brooks Chandler, 
read by Scott at the meeting: “It only 
takes one citizen of legal standing 
to allege that the current practice 
violates the charter,” Chandler wrote. 
“The court won’t put any weight on 
the 2019 assembly’s interpretation 
of the charter provision, and frankly 
calling this ‘emergency dispatch’ 
does not pass the smell test, but it 
may be unlikely someone will bring 
a legal challenge.”

Committee chair Josephson 
recommended they forward the 
resolution to the borough assembly 
for its Dec. 10 meeting. 

Thomas said he was ready to vote 
on the resolution next week, despite 
still “trying to soak in everything” 
committee and community members 
were saying. “I know that the 
community is tired of it,” he said. 
“I want to move it on and I want to 
get this done.” 

“Is it appropriate to have a vote to 
push this through quickly when one 

See GAS page 4
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Once again the Haines Woman’s Club has so much to be thankful for 
this holiday season!  Our Holiday Bazaar was a great success and our 
scholarships are fully funded due to everyone’s hard work and dedication!  
In addition to our wonderful members and our auxiliary (aka husbands), we 
also send a special thank-you to several non-members who contributed to 
our bake sale.  They are: Annette Smith, Charlotte Olerud, Molly Sturdevant 
and Joanie Sandstrom!  Thank you one and all!  We hope everyone enjoyed 
the day as much as we did!  See you next year!

Judy Ewald, President/HWC
Susan Johnston, Vice President/HWC

Everyone at HAL would like to thank the SEARHC Directors, staff and 
the entire SEARHC organization for their donation of two turkeys and 
delicious oranges for our Thanksgiving dinner.  Gunalcheese, ho, ho.  From 
the HAL Directors and Staff.  Also on behalf of all the medical community 
organizations, we thank the care providers, emergency responders, veterans 
and volunteers in Haines and hope your holiday is blessed and safe. Thank 
you for your service.

James Studley HAL General Manager

An assembly member once commented that Haines was doing fine with 
just tourism and fishing, that logging and mining were just “boom and 
bust” industries. She didn’t know loggers were in their 35th year of a 50-
year timber contract before Clinton canceled their contract, or that the 
two Juneau mines both operated two shifts for over 20 years each, or that 
Prudhoe Bay has been mining oil for 40 years, for the foreseeable future! 
All high-paying, double shift, year-round jobs! The Kensington mine is 
also likely to make 20 years. All of these mines are underground, hard rock 
mines. Their non-toxic waste rock can be reused for dams, dikes, road beds 
or made into asphalt. None of these mines has ever had a conflict with any 
fisheries. Simply put: miners don’t kill fish, fishermen do! Dire predictions 
to the contrary are pure speculative fear-mongering aimed at the naïve 
and ill-informed. Trying to stigmatize Constantine as a foreign company 
is disgraceful, disgusting and un-Alaskan. We share a common border, 
language, and ancestry with Canada. They are our allies, friends, neighbors, 
and business partners. They were invaluable partners in building the Alcan 
Highway and in ending WWII. I helped service two remote Canadian gold 
mines 60 miles up the Stikine River for years.

By September the tourist season is done, the fishing season is done, and 
Haines is done. That’s a description of a real “boom and bust” industry. 4 
months versus 12 months! High pay versus low pay!

Dave Werner

On behalf of the Friends of the Haines Borough Public Library, I wish 
to sincerely thank everyone who helped decorate, sent donations, and 
attended the Lighting of the Library this past Saturday. A beautiful tree, 
delicous platters of food, numerous creative gingerbread houses, charitable 
business donations for the auction items, and the lovely holiday spirit made 
the evening so grand. Your generosity helps fund many programs and 
continues to make our small town library an award winning organization. 
Thank you for supporting our local Haines library; this truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year.

Lori Carter

In reference to Richard Clement’s letter from Nov. 27, I appreciate his 
thoughts, and I truly wish he was correct about the strength of the laws 
and practices protecting our health and waterways from mine waste. The 
major federal mining law was written in 1872. It contains no environmental 
provisions and has given away more than $300 billion in publicly owned 
minerals. The intent of the Clean Water Act (CWA) is to protect water 
quality, but the law has been weakened to favor industrial polluters, and 
Constantine appears to be attempting to bypass the law. Alaska DEC has 
remanded Constantine’s wastewater discharge permit. Constantine may need 
a federal permit instead of a state permit. The CWA doesn’t allow pollution 
of surface water by way of groundwater.

Alaska is very permissive with mine waste, as we saw when DEC ‘fixed’ 
one of Kensington’s 200+ violations by changing Kensington’s permit to 
legalize their discharge of acid drainage.  Permitting, rather than preventing, 
pollution appears to be the state policy.

Like many local miners, my grandfather was a family man who loved to 
fish.  He would never have chosen to pollute the waters that fed his family.  
But with sulfide mining, the devil is in the chemistry: sulfide mines create 
acid mine drainage, which brings toxic heavy metals into downstream 
waters.  Modern technology has no effective solution, and in fact, modern 
mines produce many times more of this inherently, eternally polluting 
waste than mines from my grandfather’s time.  Downstream communities 
inevitably bear the costs.

Jessica Plachta, Lynn Canal Conservation

We want to extend warm holiday greetings and a huge thank you to everyone 
who helped with the Monster Art Project and has supported all of our other 
fundraisers. Especially those artists who donated time and creativity as well 
as The Arts Confluence who gave us the space to hold the auction.

Dacotah Smith

Letters to the Editor
Thank you from the Haines Woman’s Club

Duly Noted

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15 
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Letters Policy

Prevention is the only cure for mine drainage

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

By Lexie DeWitt
Monday was a much-anticipated 

first day of swim practice for the 
Haines Dolphins Swim Team. The 
team has been patiently waiting 
for the pool to open the past few 
months due to construction delays. 
“We had 43 kids in the water and 
have 71 signed up to swim. It’s 
going to be a big year,” said head 
swim coach Jackie St. Clair. Oth-
er coaches include, Sarah Elliott, 
Jim Green, and junior coaches 
Dylan Chapell, and Lydia Andri-
esen. 

Tiffany DeWitt recently traveled 
to Anchorage to attend statewide 
Head Start conferences for teach-
ers and staff along with her crew. 
While there she caught up with aunt 
Cydney Turhune and also watched 
cousin Kyle Fossman in his ele-
ment as the Alaska Seawolves as-
sistant basketball coach. The Sea-
wolves played Northern Michigan, 
defeating the Wildcats 84-76. 

Haines library board member 
Lori Carter and her family con-
structed a large cardboard ginger-
bread house which will be featured 
at the library kids area for all of 
December.  “The large piece of 
cardboard came from Candi Brad-
ford’s furniture store, a few sturdy 
support pieces from Helen Al-
ten. We also used paper plates for 
shingles and sour cream containers 
for gumdrops with tissue and tulle. 
Most of the ideas came from Pinter-
est,” Carter said. The gingerbread 
house was featured at the Lighting 
of the Library on Saturday.

Forrest Podisiki returned from a 
trip to San Luis Obispo earlier this 
fall with fellow ‘08 graduate class-
mates. Haines High School class 
of 2008 alumni Kelly Edmond, 
Carolyn Kendell, Kee and Belle 
Heywood made the trip. “We found 

a secluded private campground in 
the hills surrounded by deer and 
fox and we spent the week surfing, 
four-wheeling on sand dunes, and 
soaking in the hot springs,” Podsiki 
said. After, Podsiki and the Hey-
woods hiked through the redwoods. 
While there, Forrest bought a new 
truck and visited his cousin Taylor 
Reed. “Every year or so the class-
mates of ‘08 get together, those 
who couldn’t make it this time were 
Chandler Kemp, Tristan Sebens, 
Marley Horner, Even Humphrey 
and Chris Downer. We have been 
to Europe, Yosemite, Vegas, Thai-
land and we are already looking 
forward to our next trip,” Podsiki 
added. 

Summer resident Amy Nash re-
cently traveled to Israel on a pil-
grimage with several members 
of her church in Seattle. “It was 
incredible! We floated out on the 
Sea of Galilee, waded in the Jordan 
River, walked the Via Dolorosa (the 
Way of the Cross), visited Bethle-
hem and Nazareth, prayed at the 
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and at 
the foot of Cross where Jesus was 
crucified,” said Amy. 

Craig and Sheri Loomis recent-
ly attended the Seattle Seahawks 
football game against the Minneso-
ta Vikings along with their daughter 
Erica Loomis and her partner Paul 
Carrington in Seattle on Monday. 
Craig and Sheri were celebrating 
their 43rd wedding anniversary and 
even made a sign they held at the 
game that read “Haines, AK, Us 
equals 43 years.” 

Stuart and Lexie DeWitt along 
with their children Charlie, Lo-
ralai, and Lucas are back from a 
week-long trip to Washington to 
see family over Thanksgiving. On 
the way, they visited Josh and 
Tennie Bentz and their daughters 

Taiya and Kinley and enjoyed 
their annual “Mexgiving” party 
with other Juneau friends. Charlie 
and Kinley also visited the Dimond 
Park Aquatic Center and Charlie 
said he went off the high dive at 
least 10 times. In Washington the 
family caught up with aunts uncles, 
cousins, and grandparents. “My fa-
vorite part was going to see Frozen 
2,” said Loralai. 

Thursday, December 5
HEDC annual meeting, 3:00 p.m. at the assem-

bly chambers.
Parks & Rec advisory committee meeting, 6:00 

p.m. at the assembly chambers. 
Friday, December 6

Cookie and Candy contest, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
at the visitor center. Drop of your entries. Entries 
will be reviewed and judged at the community tree 
lighting event.

Nature walk, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Harvest natural 
itmes for a holiday wreath. Meet at the Library. Also 
on Friday, Dec. 13.

Takshanuk Watershed Council annual Holi-
day open house party, 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the of-
fice, 425 Sawmill Rd, at the Jones Point trail head. 
Please drop by for food, drink, and holiday cheer. 
This event is free and all are welcome.

Community Tree Lighting, 5:00 p.m. 
First Friday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Art on Main St.

Saturday, December 7
Photos with Santa, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Shel-

don museum.
Marching Band rehearsal, 4:00 p.m. at the 

Chilkat Center. For the Holiday Parade on Dec. 
14th. All student and adult musicians welcome. 
Parade song: Jolly Old Saint Ncholas. Call Tom at 
303-2688 or 766-3775 for sheet music.

Lighting of the Fort, 5:00 p.m. at the parade 
grounds.
Sunday, December 8

Cookie Decorating class and recipe swap, 2:00 
p.m.at the Haines Public Library.
Monday, December 9

Make a Christmas Tree, 3:30 p.m. at the Haines 
Library.

Figure drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the 
museum. Everyone welcome. Bring your own 
supplies.  Model provided.

Haines School Christmas Concert, 6:30 p.m.at 
the Chilkat Center. Also on Wednesday, Dec. 11.
Tuesday, December 10

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public 
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak 
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature 
walks geared toward young children at Mosquito 
Lake School Community Center. Library books can 
be checked out as well. 766-6422. 

Finance Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers. 
Wednesday, December 11

Learn how to… Make a Zine, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
at the library with Debbie Knight Kennedy.

Thursday, December 12
Tourism advisory board, 11:00 a.m. at the as-

sembly chambers.
Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 

assembly chambers.
Friday, December 13

First National Bank Holiday Open House, dur-
ing business hours. Pick up free 2020 calendar.

Paint night at the Museum, 6:00 p.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum. Paint reusable canvas with Kel-
leen Adams.
Saturday, December 14

Community Bazaar, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at 
the Haines School.

Women’s Christian Fellowship Potluck, 12 
noon at the Haines Christian Center. Bring a dish to 
share! Gwen Sauser will speak and give a painting 
lesson. All women of the community are invited.

Stories and Songs with Mrs. Claus, 2:00 – 3:00 
p.m. at the Haines Library.

Holiday Parade, 4:00 p.m.
Holiday Fireworks show, 5:00 p.m. on Main 

Street.
Ugly’s Gifts for Grub, 5:00 p.m. at the American 

Legion Hall, immediately following the fireworks.
Sunday, December 15

Holly Jolly Follies, 4:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Cen-
ter, presented by Lynn Canal Community Players.
Monday, December 16

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game AC com-
mittee meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the assembly Cham-
bers
Tuesday, December 17

Commerce committee, 6:30 p.m. at the assem-
bly chambers.
Wednesday, December 18

Christmas Caroling, 12:15 p.m. at the Senior 
Center.

Learn how to… Create a perspective drawing, 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Library with John Svenson.

Movie Night at the Museum, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum. “The Gold Rush” with Charlie 
Chaplin. Pick up some food at the food truck on 
your way in!
Saturday, December 21

Messiah Community Sing-Along, 3:00 – 5:00 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center Lobby.

Alaska Miners Association Christmas Party, 
6:00 p.m. at the Lapham House on Allen Road. 
Family-friendly fun & games, ugly sweater contest, 
and prizes! Everyone welcome, hors d’oeuvres pro-
vided!
Wednesday, December 25

Christmas Day.
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Happy Holidays and big thanks to SEARHC

Mines ‘Boom and Bust’?

Library Lighting a success 

Chilkat Valley Preschool thanks you

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Snow on ground: 12 inches 
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Veteran art exhibit includes 
former resident
By Kyle Clayton 

Former Haines resident, Air Force 
veteran and Skagway Postmaster 
Adriane Franks is one of 50 service 
members depicted in an October art 
exhibit that features veterans from 
all 50 states.

Charleston, South Carolina 
watercolor painter Mary Whyte 
spent seven years touring the country, 
finding and interviewing veterans 
from each state and then painting 

them for her project she titled “We 
the People.”

 “I did it almost entirely in secret,” 
Whyte said of her search for veterans. 
“One reason is that I wanted to 
make sure I completed it before I 
announced it. If you have an idea 
you hope is fresh and original you 
want to keep it under wraps.”

She had to get creative about how 

See VET page 6
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Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Residential • Commercial • Land
Shop local - List your home with us!

Holly Jolly 
CHristmas Follies

Sunday, December 15th

4pm at the Chilkat Center
Adults $10, Child $6, Family $30

Presented by Lynn Canal 
Community Players

A Community Christmas Variety Show
Featuring Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”

HEAT UP THE 
HOLIDAYS!

Season’s Greetings
from the 

staff

DELTA
WESTERN

DELTA
WESTERN 

Now Hiring 
two Full Time Tellers

Start a career with First National 
Bank Alaska, the *Best Place to 
Work in Alaska* as recognized 
four years in a row by Alaska 
Business magazine readers! 
Seeking energetic, outgoing 
applicants with terrific customer 
service and cash handling skills 
for two full-time Teller positions 
at our Haines Branch. Hours 
are Monday - Friday, 8:25am - 
5:25pm. Visit FNBAlaska.com/
careers to see full job posting 
and to apply online for position. 
All applications must be received 
through FNBA’s website to be 
considered. First National Bank is 
an equal opportunity employer.

If we don’t have what you are looking for 
on our shelves...Shop www.truevalue.com 
for all your X-mas gifts.  Call us to put in on 

our weekly stock order.

Celebrating 
50 years!

Haines Home
Building Supply

Shop Local!

Saturday, Dec. 14th

Right After the Parade and Fireworks!
At the American Legion

Serving Our World Famous 
BBQ Pork Sandwiches,

Side dishes, salads & desserts
All for a Donated NEW Toy 

Or $10 Donation
All proceeds

To Be Distributed Locally

Sponsored by the 
Uglys of Haines

17th Annual Gifts for Grub

December/January
Winter Hours

Tasting Room
Wed-Sat, 4-8 pm

Cocktails, bottled spirits 
& merchandise for sale

14 Blacksmith St.
in historic Ft. Seward

portchilkootdistillery.com

Children palyed Turkey Bowl flag football game near the Fort Seward parade grounds after the 5K Turkey 
Trot on Thanksgiving Day. Jenna Kunze photo. 

The Earth is sometimes flat
Commentary by Kyle Clayton 

I watched an illuminating documentary this 
weekend that tracked a movement of conspiracy 
theorists known as “Flat Earthers” who believe that 
the Earth is flat, stationary and contained within a 
dome. They believe the scientific community and 
government have long been engaged in a cover-up 
of this inconvertible truth. 

Most notable is that the documentary “Behind 
the Curve” shows Flat Earthers attempting to 
experimentally prove their beliefs and failing. Not 
only do their experiments fail to prove their claim, 
the results support the fact that the Earth is round and 
rotates. Rather than changing their beliefs based on 
the evidence, they ignore it. “’Wow, that’s kind of 
a problem,’” one experimenter tells the interviewer 
after he found evidence that contradicted his belief. 
“We obviously were not willing to accept that, and 
so we started looking for ways to disprove it. ...” 

Instead of mocking Flat Earthers, however, the 
documentary seeks to show that each of us likely 
holds a “Flat Earth” idea or two. It promotes empathy 
as opposed to mockery. Psychologists interviewed 
in the film present the idea of “confirmation bias,” 
the tendency to seek out and latch on to information 
that confirms our beliefs, and disbelieve or avoid 
evidence to the contrary.

We can see this play out in our community 
in myriad ways. Regardless of its validity, 
opponents of mining in the valley commissioned 
a recent study presenting evidence that the mining 
industry correlates with increased crime in nearby 
communities. Those skeptical of the study are, in 
part, justified in their critique that the study left 
Alaska and Haines out of the picture.

At the same time, why do those critics fail to level 
the same or any amount of scrutiny at a recent mining 
forum speaker’s suggestion that the Red Dog Mine 
reduces cancer rates in the region? I didn’t see the 
same critics question another forum speaker, who 
presented evidence in the form of a couple dozen 
unattributed quotes. 

In his book “The Righteous Mind: Why Good 
People are Divided by Politics and Religion,” 
Jonathan Haidt writes that when it comes to our 
moral beliefs about right and wrong, our mind is 
more like a public relations secretary than a scientist. 
More often than not, we don’t search for the truth 
by objectively analyzing the data, but rather create 
arguments that justify our already long-held beliefs. 
Those who are more educated or politically savvy 
don’t reason better necessarily, they’re just better 
at creating more arguments on the fly.

Political psychologist Lilianna Mason, who 
studies identity and political polarization, presents 
research that shows that political partisans would 
rather be wrong than defy their group. She shows 
that political beliefs and ideologies have become 
so entwined with our identities that if a person’s 
opinion or idea is critiqued, it feels to that person 
that they, and their group, are under attack. 

For a study of such dynamics in Haines, just review 
any of our long-winded Facebook group comment 
threads. It doesn’t take a research psychologist to 
show partisans coming out in full force to defend 
their entrenched beliefs. Confirmation bias and 
motivated reasoning are our default mode and social 
media provides our biases a frictionless path to the 
“Comment” button. If we want to present evidence 
to support our belief, a half-second Google search 
will suffice. 

None of us have it 100 percent right. We all 
have one or two — or 10 — Flat Earth ideas 
spinning around our domes. The mining industry is 
environmentally responsible. Mining will destroy 
the habitat. Greenies want to shut everything down. 
Haines has a terrible economy. Haines’ economy 
is doing fine. If any of these statements spark an 
emotional reaction, positive or negative, observe 
your mind in those moments and see if you’re really 
considering an opposing argument, or just waiting 
for your turn to talk. See if your worldview has a 
curve, beyond which lies terrain unknown.  

In last week’s letters to the editor section, I failed 
to edit a letter that addressed an individual directly, 
which is against long-standing CVN policy. To be 
clear, letters are written to me, the editor, not to 
other people. Writers are free to address and write 

about others’ letters. For example, instead of writing 
“Dear Mrs. Smith,” it’s appropriate to write “In 
reference to Mrs. Smith’s Dec. 5 letter.” I hope this 
clarifies our policy. 

* some items excluded from sale

15% off groceries, general 
merchandise, wine and spirits

Customer Appreciation Holiday Sale
Saturday, December 14th

Mountain Market & Cafe

Free hot cocoa for the kids, espresso drinks half 
price and free drip coffee

10% off beer

HEDC releases  latest 
economic data 
By Jenna Kunze

In 2018, private sector employment 
in Haines was at its highest level in 
a decade; average monthly wages 
remained below state averages, 
education and health services 
provided the most year-round jobs; 
and sales tax revenues rose by 10 
percent from the prior year.

That’s all according to the 
economic indicators report data 
gathered by Haines Economic 
Development Corporation director 
Margaret Friedenauer and released 
last week.

The report is intended to provide a 
snapshot of the economy, as opposed 
to a holistic picture of Haines 
presented in McDowell Group’s 
2018 baseline data report that gave 
Haines its first ever data-driven look 
at its economy, Friedenauer said.

Private sector employment was 
up 17 percent from 2017, providing 
an average yearly wage of $40,572.

Last year, construction accounted 
for the most wages in Haines at 
$10.8 million and 9 percent of the 
workforce. Leisure and hospitality 
accounted for $5.2 million in 
earnings, but with almost a quarter of 
the total jobs in Haines, proving that 
“the sectors with the highest earnings 
do not necessarily correlate to the 
sectors with the highest number of 
employees,” the report says.

Unemployment didn’t change 

from 2017, but was up from 2016. 
Haines’ 9.5 percent unemployment 
rate is higher than the state and 
country, the report says, in part 
because of the prevalence of seasonal 
work. Monthly unemployment was 
at a low of 5.5 percent in August and 
a high of 16.1 percent in January. 

Haines’ full-time working women 
earn 59 percent of their male 
counterpart’s salary, credited to 
different job types. “Male-dominated 
industries in Alaska tend to be in 
resource extraction, construction 
and building trades which have 
higher wages than female-dominated 
occupations in lower wage service 
and care-providing sectors,” it said.

As for demographics, Haines 
remains the oldest community in 
Alaska with a median age of 48.6, 
though the number of 0-19 year olds 
has been gradually increasing since 
2012. Statistics show that Haines is 
a decade older than other areas of 
Southeast.

Sales tax receipts have steadily 
increased since 2016, noted as a 
possible indicator in consumer 
confidence in their economic security. 
The receipts also show that July and 
August are more than three times as 
profitable as January and February 
in recent years. 

To read the full report, visit 
hainesedc.org.

Tazlina to serve Haines 
during Alcan 200

The Alaska Marine Highway 
Service is extending the Tazlina’s 
schedule to accommodate the Alcan 
200 snowmachine race. 

“After AMHS brought M/V 
Tazlina back into temporary service 
our scheduling team discovered 
that by extending service a couple 
of weeks we could cover demand 
for the Alcan 200 event,” Alaska 
Department of Transportation public 
information officer Sam Dapcevich 
said. 

Dapcevich said no one from Haines 
lobbied the marine highway system 
for the service extension. Race 
organizer Patti Campbell wrote a 
letter to Sen. Jesse Kiehl requesting 
he intervene on behalf of the race. 

“We raised the issue, but I don’t 
want to take credit,” Kiehl said. 

The Tazlina will extend service 

starting Thursday, Jan. 9 through 
Sunday, Jan. 19. 

Tyler Ferrin, who travels from 
Juneau for the race, said before he 
heard the news, he was trying to 
figure out a way to transport his sled to 
Haines. “There’s a couple of fishing 
boats that are coming back and forth. 
I was contemplating sending it up that 
way and then trying to fly.”

Ferrin’s brother and fellow racer 
Zach Ferrin said he was trying to help 
organize alternative sled transport 
and considered using a fish tender. 
He said the extended service is good 
for the Alcan.

“It definitely helps,” Zach Ferrin 
said. “It’ll be a lot easier on the 
racers.” 

Campbell was unable to comment 
by press time. 

We’re Stocked Up
with lots of great gifts for 

the whole family!
Yankee Candles, Toys, Christmas decor, 

new kitchen & household items, & of 
course, lots of new furniture!

Merry Christmas
from our family 
to yours!
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Tuesday, November 26
HVFD responded to a report of 

a fire alarm on Haines Hwy.
A caller reported lost diabetic 

equipment.
HVFD responded to a fire alarm 

on Haines Hwy.
HBPD assisted a citizen.
HBPD assisted the American 

Red Cross in Juneau.
A welfare check was requested.
A 20 day ex parte domestic 

violence protective order was 
served on a 34 yo Haines resident.

A caller reported a vehicle lost 
a tire on 600 Block Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a fire alarm was 
accidentally activated on 100 Block 
Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a lost watch 
and bracelet.
Wednesday, November 27

A caller reported an obscene 
gesture on 600 Block Union St.

Receive a citizen complaint at 
31 Mile Haines Hwy.

Investigation continues into a 
report of an assault.

Received a citizen complaint at 
31 Mile Haines Hwy.
Thursday, November 28

A caller reported a bear on FAA 
Rd.

A caller reported a vehicle in 
the ditch at 6.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd. 
No injuries.
Friday, November 29

A caller reported an audible 

alarm on 700 Block Young Rd.
A ci t izen was assisted in 

contacting an out of state law 
enforcement agency.
Saturday, November 30

A 31 yo male was arrested on 
Mosquito Lake Rd. for assault 3/DV 
and reckless endangerment and 
was transported to Haines Rural 
Jail Facility.

A cal ler repor ted a dr iver 
swerved at a pedestrian on Small 
Tracts Rd.

A citizen reported a suspicious 
vehicle at 0 Mile Haines Hwy.

HVFD and HBPD responded to 
an unattended death of a 69 yo 
male on Old Hart Rd.
Sunday, December 1

The registered owner of a 
vehicle was contacted on behalf 
of a business at the airport.

A citizen reported striking a 
moost with a vehicle on Small 
Tracts Rd. 

HBPD assisted a motorist on 4th 
Ave. and Union St.

HBPD located a vehicle in the 
ditch on Mud Bay Rd.

There were four 911 hang-
ups, three canine, eight EMS 
calls and four traffic stops during 
this reporting period. Additional 
information is available Haines 
Borough Police Depar tment 
website and Facebook page. 

Police Report

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 

Season
Giving
‘tis the

of

Advertise, and give twice!
10% of profits from December holiday 

advertising will be donated to the Chilkat 
Valley Community Foundation. 

The donation applies to a single 7-
column inch ad or larger, or two 

weeks of 4 inch ads.

The Chilkat Valley News Holiday 
advertising promotion is here!

If you or your business participates, you will also be 
included in a “thank you” list at the end of the year.

chilkatnews@gmail.com • (907) 766-2688

• IFR Certified in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:30 am
11:00 am

1:15 pm

9:05 am
11:35 am

1:50 pm

Winter 2019-2020 Flight Schedule 
November 29 - January 31

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

9:20 am
11:50 am
2:35 pm

9:55 am
12:25 pm

3:10 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

2:00 pm          2:15 pm              2:10 pm         2:25 pm

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

Andriesen: part-time resident, full-time supporter 
By Heather Lende

A rosary was held Friday, Nov. 
29, followed by a Mass of Christian 
Burial at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in La Conner, Washington 
for retired Haines artist and tourism 
booster Pete Andriesen, 86. Thom 
Andriesen said his father passed 
away at Harborview Medical Center 
in Seattle due to complications from 
a fall on Nov. 15. 

“Pete was a very friendly guy 
and did a lot. Even though he was 
a part-time resident he considered 
himself a Hainesite and really worked 
at being part of this community,” 
volunteer fireman and former school 
principal Alan Heinrich said. From 
1973 until 1993 Andriesen, alongside 
his wife Clare, operated Alaskana, 
a wholesale note card and souvenir 
business, and built and owned 
the Northern Arts Gallery and the 
Criterion Gallery in Dalton City. 
He was honored to be adopted into 
the Eagle clan. An early supporter 
of the Southeast Alaska State Fair 
and a longtime volunteer, Andriesen 
spearheaded the creation of Dalton 
City at the fairgrounds to save the 
abandoned White Fang film set 
by rallying townspeople to move 
it from Jones Point to its current 
location, earning him the honorary 
title of mayor of Dalton City. The 
Andriesens greeted tourists there in 
period costumes.   

He also performed with the 
Chilkat Dancers, drove tour buses, 
and created keepsake placemats of 
his pen and ink drawings of local 
scenes for the old salmon bake on the 
parade grounds. Dan Egolf credited 
Andriesen’s generosity with helping 
him begin Alaska Nature Tours. 
Andriesen granted the then one-bus 
operation access to his private beach 
near the cruise ship dock for tours of 
the intertidal zone. “Pete was one of 
the true tourism pioneers in Haines, 
for certain,” Egolf said.

Remote Recreational
Near Point Couverden

800 ft shoreline
7 plus acres
2400 sq ft

partially finished home
MLS: 19470
Mike Race

Coldwell Banker
Race Realty

racerealty.com, search in Haines

He was a dedicated member of the 
Haines Volunteer Fire Department, 
Heinrich said. “Pete was an EMT 
and the primary ambulance driver at 
a time when we didn’t have as many 
trained people, and he responded 
regularly to the calls 
when he was here.”

N e i g h b o r  a n d 
fellow Sacred Heart 
Cathol ic  Church 
parishioner Dick 
Flegel noted that “Pete 
was one of the main 
reasons we have that 
church.” He designed 
the building, drew the 
plans, and worked 
alongside a crew of 
Christian Brothers 
from Louisiana for 
about eight months to 
build the current structure. He also 
convinced a Seattle-area plumbing 
contractor to donate heating and 
plumbing fixtures, which Andriesen 
drove up the Alaska Highway, and 
then talked them into coming to 
Haines to install them for free.  He 
cast the statue of the Virgin Mary on 

the church grounds, which is one 
of a dozen or more he made and 
donated to other Catholic churches. 
“Pete was quite a guy. I’ll miss him,” 
Flegel said.

Peter Lee Andriesen was born 
in Seattle Aug. 13, 
1934, to Paul and 
J e s s e  ( Wa r d e n ) 
Andriesen. He grew 
up in Ballard and 
attended O’Dea High 
School. He served 
in the Navy aboard 
the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Ticonderoga 
during the Korean 
War.  Honorab ly 
d i s c h a r g e d ,  h e 
returned to Seattle 
and worked as a 
draftsman for Boeing. 

He married Clare Irene Mustacich 
on June 11, 1960, in her hometown 
of Anacortes. They built their first 
house on Mercer Island, Washington 
and raised their two children there 
while he taught technical drawing, 
drafting and computer-aided drafting 
at South Seattle Community College. 

email. “We will all need to watch this 
to prevent the spread of bacteria and 
having any more flagged samples.”

Public facilities director Ed 
Coffland said the initial water 
sample was expected to fail, as 
contamination from construction 
work wasn’t fully cleaned up at the 
time the sample was taken.

By Monday, 43 Haines Dolphins 
were back in the pool with goggles 
and kickboards, making up for the 
lost three months of their season.

Asher Jimenez, 8, said it took him 
a minute to get his swim legs back. “I 
forgot everything about it,” he said. 
“When I jumped in, I felt like I’m 
not going to be good at it, but once 
I kept swimming I sort of got it.”

Coach Jackie St. Clair said the team 
will begin working on rebuilding 
endurance and remembering 
technique the first couple of weeks 
of the season. “Unfortunately, our 
swimmers are three months behind 
other Alaskan teams right now,” she 
said. “But they are dedicated athletes 
and we are going to treat the setback 
as a challenge we can overcome.” The 
Haines Dolphins will attend their first 
meet in January.  

Miner noted a few “workarounds” 
for swimmers, such as using caution 
around the new grated gutters that 
may pinch or damage swimsuits. 

The lobby foyer is not yet open 
to the public, locker room bench 
manufacturing is under way, and 
the balcony will remain closed until 
sauna construction is completed, 
she said. Tom Morphet, who is 
organizing the sauna construction, 
said work should be completed by 
the end of the year.

The Haines Borough contracted 
with RenoSys for renovations than 
began in May and included replacing 
the pool’s drainage system, installing 
new floors and drains and showers 
in the men’s and women’s locker 
rooms. Additionally, the borough’s 
public facilities crew installed new 
lockers. 

“It looks way different,” said 
Dolphin swimmer Rylee Sloan, 
10. “There’s new floors, there’s 
new lockers, the shower looks way 
different and the water feels really 
really clean.”

The contracted work, originally 
slated for completion in August, 
was stalled due to chemical delivery 
delay and a leak in the new liner 
that has not yet been fixed. Coffland 
estimates the improperly installed 
liner to be leaking between five 
and 15 gallons of water a day into 
the basement below the deep end.

Two weeks ago,  RenoSys 
president Steve Comstock said the 
company will send an employee 
back to Haines to fix the leak soon 
after Thanksgiving, but Coffland 
said Tuesday he hadn’t received 
any confirmation yet.

“The leak continues, but at least 
we’re in there swimming,” Coffland 
said.

Comstock did not respond to the 
CVN’s request for comment.

On Wednesday afternoon, less 
than a week after its opening, the 
Haines swimming pool temporarily 
closed while staff worked to fix a leak 
coming from the plumbing in one of 
the locker room sinks. 

The leak, which seeped into the 
school gym’s locker room floor 
below, was discovered by Haines 
School physical education teacher 
Greg Brittenham, who opened the 
locker room door to find water on the 
floor. Miner told the CVN the pool 
was scheduled to reopen Wednesday 
evening. 

The winter swim schedule can be 
found online at hainesalaska.gov.

POOL from page 1

Pete was a member of the Seafair 
Clowns, a charitable clowning 
organization, and joined in parades 
around the Pacific Northwest and 
visited hospitalized children. He 
retired from teaching from teaching 
in 1991. In addition to his cabin 
in Haines, he built several more, 
including a home on Guemes Island 
in the San Juan Islands, and in later 
years spent summers in Hyder, all 
while he continued to create art. 
In their final years, the Andriesens 
settled in Anacortes and were active 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in La Conner. 

Andriesen was preceded in death 
by his wife of 57 years, Clare, and 
siblings Paul, Andrew, and Teresa.  
He is survived by children Karyn 
(Michael Danielson) of Seattle and 
Thom (Lisa) Andriesen of Haines, 
and grandchildren Nick and Kessie 
Danielson and Madeline and Lydia 
Andriesen. 

Memorial donations in memory of 
Pete Andriesen may be made to the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, P.O. 
Box 326, Haines, AK 99827.

of the committee members is still 
digesting the information?” Maidy 
asked before his early departure. 
“Wouldn’t it not be prudent to push 
it off to another meeting?”

The vote passed 2-0 with Josephson 
and Thomas in favor, and will come 
before the assembly at its Dec. 10 
regular meeting.

Maidy later wrote about his hang-
up on Facebook: “Yes, I just hung up 
on a committee meeting….Frankly 
I’m pissed at the subterfuge and 
downright laziness.”

Josephson later told the CVN 
there was nothing lazy about it. 
“There’s been a lot of forethought and 
consideration for the best interest of 
our borough,” she said. On Thursday 
morning, she requested borough 
clerk Alekka Fullerton forward 
assembly rules of decorum in code 
to other members.

Code requires every member while 
speaking “shall not refer to any other 

GAS from page 1
member of the assembly except in a 
respectful matter.”

Maidy said he wrote on Facebook 
mostly to vent, and doesn’t believe 
he breached a code of conduct. “If 
me stating fact they feel is an attack 
on their character, then they need to 
change the way they act,” he said. 

Thomas declined to comment on 
Maidy’s early exit from the meeting.

Audience member and 37 Mile 
Haines Highway resident Dana 
Hallett said the public doesn’t need 
clarity on the charter, but on the 
funding source. 

“How many times have police been 
dispatched on recent calls out of the 
borough? What are the nature of those 
calls? What does it cost to dispatch 
a police officer out to Mile 37 for a 
domestic violence call? What does 
it cost for Lutak Mile 6 for the same 
thing? Show me what the costs are,” 
Hallet said. “That’s responsible, and 
I think it’s fair.”

Last week’s Arts Outlook column incorrectly reported that the 
Messiah chorus will be performed during the Holly Jolly Follie’s 
variety show. The community sing-a-long will only be performed at 
the Chilkat Center on Dec. 21 from 3 - 5 p.m.

Correction:
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New posts at tommorphet.com

7

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for 
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a 
month, plus utilities, deposit and 
references. 767-5662 (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required,flexible 
hours, and working night shift 

(Un)Classified Ads
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

FOR RENT: 2  Bedroom apartment 
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy.   
$1200 a month includes water & 
sewer, heat, electric, garbage.  
Covered parking, storage unit, 
elevator.  Veterans only must 
verify with DD-214 have honorable 
discharge.  Applications available 
at 230 Dalton, suite 135, Haines, 
Alaska.  (907)-766-3616 ext  #4.  
Email applications may be sent to 
interested parties.  Call for more 
information. (cb)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
In te r m i t t en t  Ma in tenance 
technician at SEARHC. Apply 
today at www.searhc.org/jobs! 
(48-50b)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Advertise 
in the 

Business 
Directory:
$16.50 per 

square,
per week!

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Finley Cleaning

Give us a call today! 
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Surf  Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

MOMOI Web

10% off
Don’t Wait! Order for 2020

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
winter hours

10a-5p, tues-sat

766-2869

Closed for holiday break 
Dec. 14 - Jan. 1 111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

More New Holiday Gift Ideas Just In!
Outdoor Research & Mountain 

Hardwear, M’s & W’s Winter Jackets, 
Pants, Gloves, Wool Base Layers & Hats

Plus many small gifts for under $25.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

6
7
8
14
20
21

No JNU 
10:45am
11:30am
2:45pm
No JNU 
11:45am

No SGY
12:15pm
12:15pm
4:15pm 

No SGY
1:45pm

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

6
7
8
14
20
21

1:45pm
3:45pm
No SGY
7:45pm
1:45pm
6:15pm

2:30pm
5:45pm
No JNU 
9:45pm
2:30pm
9:15pm

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

TAZLINA
MATANUSKA

Grab an espresso 

on your way!

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

2019 Winter Spin Classes 
Continue

Make it your new 
year’s resolution to 

get fit this year!
Join Thor’s Gym 

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 
1 free visit to check us out!  Call 766-3555 for more info.

Gift self-care 
as a gift this 

holiday season!
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she funded her project. She 
made her way to Alaska the 
way many tourists do, with a 
slight twist.

“I figured one of the ways 
I could get to Alaska would 
be if a conducted a (painting) 
workshop on a cruise ship,” 
Whyte said. 

Before arriving in Skagway, 
she called the Skagway 
Chamber of Commerce and 
various businesses asking about 
local veterans. After learning 
about Franks, she made a trip to 
the post office upon her landing 
in Skagway. 

“I spent a few hours with 

her, trailing her around the 
post office and asking her about 
her service,” Whyte said after 
surprising her at the post office. 

 “She had me pose. She 
sketched me at the post office 
which was really embarrassing. 
Tons of people were watching 
the whole thing,” Franks said. 
“I didn’t hear from her again for 
a long time. My mom found my 
portrait, a picture of me on the 
Internet. I was like ‘what!?’”

Franks served in Operation 
Desert Storm/Desert Shield in 
the Air Force from 1989 to 1993. 

The series of paintings 
debuted in October, and are 

currently on display at the 
City Gallery in Charleston. 
The paintings feature a diverse 
group of veterans from 
different military branches, 
and demographic backgrounds 
including a homeless man, street 
musicians who met and married 
while serving and a former U.S. 
Special Forces soldier turned 
fireman. 

Franks was invited to the 
exhibit opening in Charleston 
in October where she met the 
other service members. 

“I sat next to an astronaut. He 
retired from NASA,” Franks 
said. “It was kind of surreal. I 

feel grateful for being a part of 
it,” Franks said. I got to meet a 
lot of good people. We all had a 
common factor and that we are 
a part of this really great thing.” 

Whyte said despite the 
veterans’ differences, they 
shared one thing in common. 
“They set aside their plans to 
serve their country and were 
asked to do things that were 
not in their self-interest for the 
interest of all the rest of us and 
the ideals we hold.”

The paintings are available to 
view in Whyte’s book “We the 
People,” which is available for 
purchase online. 

VET from page 2

of us really believed that it was going 
to keep going.”

Beginning mid-August, the 
Deshka Landing Fire broke out 
near Wasilla and didn’t stop until it 
consumed 1,318 acres, nearly one 
month later.

“Fire is definitely driven by 
weather conditions within Alaska,” 
said National Park Service fire 
ecologist, Jennifer Barnes. “If you 
have hotter, drier conditions, you’re 
going to have more fires. Over the 
past 15 years, we have seen more 
frequent large fire years and more 
area burned.

This year was unusually dry in the 
southcentral area and there were large 
fires that burned late into the season.”

Larger fires that scorched more 
acreage were born from unusual 
absence of rain in the beginning of 
August. 

“In the mainland part of the state, 
the rainy season very reliably kicks in 
on the first of August,” said University 
of Alaska Fairbanks climate scientist 
Brian Brettschneider. “This year, 
that was the case north of the Alaska 
Range, but south of the Alaska Range 
that rain was a month late.”

In August, Alaska saw an 

“uncommonly large number” of 
burned acreage in the southern 
Interior because of lack of rainfall, 
Brettschneider said.

The bulk of forests in Interior 
Alaska are made up of black spruce, 
a softwood thats moisture content 
and chemical composition makes 
it highly flammable; fire danger 
that’s exacerbated by deep moss and 
organic material layers on the forest 
floor. In the Interior, fire is a natural 
part of the ecosystem that even aids 
in reproduction; Heat makes black 
spruce release seeds for their cones, 
according to fire ecologist Barnes. 
“The system is definitely designed 
to burn,” she said.

However,  the surrounding 
“hardwood” trees such as birch 
and aspen typically have higher 
moisture content, making them less 
flammable—“but if it’s dry enough, 
they’ll dry out and burn,” Barnes 
said. This summer, it was dry enough.

“Historically, hardwoods are 
where we run to when things go 
bad because we’re safe in there,” 
Kennedy said. “That did not happen 
this year. It’s terrifying.”

On the ground, the smokejumpers 
use chainsaws to cut all vegetation 

around the circumference of the 
burn. Then they lay water line and 
sometimes even start a fire in an 
effort to starve the blaze, before 
extinguishing the flames.

When the wind changes and blows 
a fire back towards them, Kennedy 
said the jumpers have always run 
for the hardwoods for protection.  
At the Mauneluk River fire, the one 
at the foothills of the Brooks Range, 
Kennedy and his crew watched in 
confusion as a hillside, composed in 
part by hardwoods, burned.

“That was the first time in the 
season that we were like ‘oh, fire’s 
carrying into the hardwoods,’” he 
said. Months later, they saw the 
same thing at the Deshka Fire on 
a bigger scale when singed 18-
inch old growth birch trees began 
falling down without warning, twice 
nearly missing the smokejumpers 
who combed through the aftermath 
putting out spot fires. 

Kennedy bought property in 
Haines in 2012, and has been building 
a cabin on Chilkat Lake ever since. 
He said his purchase was inspired, 
in part, by the lack of fire threat in 
the rainforest climate. 

“That is an issue here in Haines, 

because if we get another couple of 
summers like we got this summer, 
then wildfire becomes an issue 
where historically it has not been,” 
Kennedy said. 

This summer, Haines was subject 
to nearly a month long burn ban when 
persistent heat and dry conditions 
caused a spike in fire index. In 
June, a house fire at 8.5 Mile Haines 
Highway spread to four-acre wildfire 
contained by US Forest Service 
firefighters after four days.

Fire chief Al Giddings said the 
Haines Volunteer Fire Department 
is preparing for another extreme 
fire season in the coming years. 
The department will receive a 
special firetruck adapted to wildland 
firefighting— it can simultaneously 
chase fire while pumping out water—
this coming spring from the federal 
government. They will also assemble 
a Haines Wildland Fire Unit of at 
least 15 volunteers to receive federal 
training, he said.

“The possibility of increased fires 
in the Southeast due to warming 
temperatures is a fair assumption,” 
Haines’ state forester Greg Palmieri 
said. In the Southeast, most fires 
are caused by people (as opposed 

to lightning strikes up north), and 
residents in the coastal areas aren’t 
as attuned to fire safety, Palmieri said.

“Most people in Southeast Alaska 
don’t think about defensible space 
— spaces in the fuel regime around 
the structure — when they build 
their homes, but I think it’s very 
important to be aware of and take 
into consideration,” Palmieri said.

Defensible space describes the 
practice of landscaping around a 
home to reduce available fuel sources, 
such as dense shrubbery, and reduce 
the risk of a fire quickly spreading 
to a home. For more information, 
or diagrams and illustrations on 
defensible space, there are free 
brochures outside of Palmieri’s office 
in the Gateway Building. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  K e n n e d y  i s 
reevaluating his own property for 
defensibility in an area he never 
guessed would burn. 

“It was definitely a bonus that I 
didn’t have to worry about my place 
burning up while I was up north 
protecting somebody else’s place,” 
Kennedy said. “But that’s not true 
anymore.”
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view of we’re all going to get together 
at the table as a group,” Pochardt 
said. “In practice, it didn’t end up 
working. Everyone kind of felt a little 
threatened that their perspective was 
not going to be fully represented. 
There was this constant battle that a 
pro- mine stance or a critical mine 
stance was present.”

Car r i e  Wei shahn ,  LCC’s 
representative at the time, also cited 
the voting structure as a reason her 
group withdrew from the committee, 
said it precludes diverse speakers. 
She said during the 2017 forum, the 
70 percent rule had to be suspended so 
that they could include a speaker who 
could talk about her community’s 
experience in the wake of a tailings 
dam failure. 

Cornejo said they have contentious 
and “unfortunate meetings,” but that 
it’s unsurprising that committee 
members disagree. She said speaker 
proposals from various groups are 
sometimes inappropriate for the 
chosen topic. “If you’re having 
a conference on the shape of the 
earth, you don’t have to bring 
in the person who thinks the 
world’s flat,” Cornejo said. “It’s 
nice to have perspectives that are 
appropriate to the conversation, and 
not inflammatory.”

Pochardt said she was encouraged 
when HEDC joined the mining 
committee in January 2019. “I was 
really hopeful that HEDC could be 
a good, neutral party. It’s a bummer 
they stepped down,” Pochardt said. 
“I hoped they would just take it over 
and run it.”

TWC executive director Derek 

HEDC from page 1
Poinsette chaired the mining 
committee after Pochardt, and said 
the committee’s structure changed 
the dynamics of what he hoped would 
be a more collaborative process.

“People tend to get into camps 
and strategize on how to defeat the 
other camp when that wasn’t the 
original intention,” Poinsette said. 
“For whatever reason, that committee 
has turned into a chess board rather 
than a cooperative effort.” 

Diana Lapham represents the 
Haines Miners Association. She said 
a lack of trust exists between group 
members. “I think all of us need to 
work on trust issues,” Lapham said. 
“Unfortunately, you feel like you’re 
on the defensive sometimes.”

When the mining committee was 
organizing last spring’s forum, it 
voted against Takshanuk’s proposal 
to have economist Greg Erikson as 
a speaker. In response, Takshanuk 
organized its own event where 
Erikson gave a presentation that 
detailed mining’s negative long-term 
effects on small-town economies. 

Lapham took that as an act of 
bad faith. “The anti-mining people, 
or the ones that don’t want to see 
it in their backyard, they don’t 
trust the information, the factual 
information,” Lapham said. “I want 
to bring facts into this community.”

Sue Chasen said she resigned 
from the mining committee when 
she represented the sportsman’s 
association, because she felt like she 
was representing herself more than 
her member organization. She said 
she later joined HEDC in hopes of 
using the economic development 

corporation as a more active, neutral 
participant. Critical of the mining 
committee’s organizational structure, 
she said a neutral party should be 
in charge. 

Access to unbiased, educational 
information is compromised because 
of the interests involved on both sides 
of the issue, Chasen said. 

“I’m concerned with how the 
information is being distributed,” 
Chasen said of past forums, including 
Takshanuk’s and the recent study 
detailing mining’s correlation with 
a rising crime rate. “I don’t know 
how the right way to do this is. I 
don’t even know if it is possible in 
this town. When you really become 
a crusader for something, how do 
you have open-minded discussion 

on one side or the other?”
Pochardt said she thinks if things 

progress as they are, individual 
organizations like Takshanuk will 
organize their own events, similar 
to what it did last spring. 

“I think now the direction of 
mining education forums in Haines 
might have to be more one-off type 
deals, which I think doesn’t build 
consensus and it still divides the 
community.”

Cornejo said the committee is a 
work in progress, and that she is 
open to changes. “If there are areas 
of weakness, I’m encouraging people 
to change the terms of reference 
or to make a motion to change 
membership or whatever.”

Current  members  include 

Constantine (Cornejo, Sheri 
Maust), the Palmer Family (Jessie 
Badger, Linda Palmer), Haines 
Miners Association (Diana Lapham, 
Richard Clement), Haines Chamber 
of Commerce (Tracey Harmon), 
Haines Sportsman’s Association (no 
member seated), Haines Borough 
(Jan Hill, Ed Coffland), Haines 
Gilnetters Association (Ryan Cook, 
Marty Smith), United Southeast 
Alaska Gilnetters (Stuart DeWitt) 
and Takshanuk Watershed Council 
(Ben Kirkpatrick, Norm Hughes). 

The title of the next forum, scheduled 
for March, is called “Constantine 
Updates and Community Planning.” 
The committee is in the process of 
choosing speakers. 

Adriane Franks. Photo courtesy of Ken Gross.


