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Members of the cast show How to Go to Bed during the LCCP’s Summer Youth Theater Conservatory’s 
performance of “How To Eat Like a Child and Other Lessons in Not Being a Grownup” at the Chilkat 
Center for the Arts on Saturday, July 20, 2019. Cindy Schultz photo

Ferry workers on 
strike leading up to 
Southeast Fair
Union says strike is ongoing until the 
state responds to its latest offer

Boroughwide policing back on the table 

Decades-old fuel spill surfaces in 
Chilkat River at slough near 15 Mile 

Shoppers to enjoy 
sales tax free day

Electricity bills set to rise

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted 4-2 to advance a charter 
amendment that would again put the 
question of boroughwide policing on 
the October ballot.

The ordinance would amend the 
charter to make it legal for police to 
respond to calls for help from Lutak, 
Mud Bay, and the Haines Highway- 
a job they’ve already been doing in 
cases of emergency since November.

But current borough charter limits 
the police service area to the townsite.

Last October, out-of-town voters 
opposed a hike in property taxes 
to pay for police service in their 
neighborhoods. Following the vote, 
the Haines Borough Assembly 
directed police to stay within the 
townsite, but quickly reversed their 
decision when several residents were 
ping-ponded between police and 
state troopers in calls for emergency 
help.

Assembly members Sean Maidy 
and Will Prisciandaro re-introduced 
the ordinance on July 18.

“This is a different vote than last 
time,” Maidy said. “This is the police 

having jurisdiction.”
“We’re already responding out 

there and we’re funding it with extra 
overtime. My view is just making 
it charter-legit. The last time we 
linked the increase of property tax 
to the vote, people would have voted 
for police but they didn’t like that 
funding mechanism,” Prisciandaro 
said.

Four residents spoke against 
increasing taxes to pay for out of 
town policing. “I am not against 
police, I’m against raising taxes to 
pay for the sparse services,” Hannah 
Clark said.

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
said that reconsidering the service 
area issues wouldn’t be a tax 
question, but a jurisdictional one.

“The point would be to clarify the 
charter,” she said. “What I clarified 
with our attorney is we are not 
expanding the townsite area. The 
concept would be to provide by 
charter that police services can be 
delivered areawide. The townsite 
service area can remain the same, 
delivering a higher level of service. 
All we’re doing is clarifying levels 

of service.”
Assembly members Tom Morphet 

and Brenda Josephson were opposed. 
“This is essentially asking the 

same question we asked last year,” 
Morphet said. “For this to go ahead, it 
needs to pass in two different areas: in 
the townsite and separately, it needs 
to be passed outside of the townsite. 
Nobody in the townsite is forcing 
the services on people outside the 
townsite.”

Mosquito lake resident Paul 
Rogers said that he believes out 
of town residents would still vote 
against changing charter because 
they don’t trust the borough.

“I think they’re opposed to 
changing the charter because they 
understand that a change in charter 
would give the borough the authority 
to change how they assess property 
taxes and things like that, and they 
have a problem with that because 
it allows the borough the authority 
to do things that they can’t do right 
now,” Rogers said.

The ordinance will have its second 
public hearing on Aug. 13 at 6:30 p.m 
in assembly chambers.

This is the second  in a series 
of stories about how Gov. Mike 
Dunleav’s vetoes will affect 
Haines residents. 

By Zayla Asquith-Heinz 
After the statewide Power 

Cost Equalization (PCE) subsidy 
was defunded starting July 1, 
customers of Alaska Power and 
Telephone (AP&T) can expect 
minimal cost increases, while 
customers of Inside Passage 
Electric Cooperative (IPEC) 
may experience substantially 
higher bills starting next month, 
depending on the State Legislature. 

The PCE equalizes energy 
costs between rural and urban 
communities. As a subsidy from 
the state of Alaska, PCE applies 
credits to the bills of both residents 
and community facilities served by 
eligible utilities. 

IPEC residential customers, 
Klukwan and residents between 
10-mile Haines Highway and 
the border, can expect a $33.8¢ 
increase per kWh starting next 
month, according to IPEC CEO 
and General Manager Jodi 
Mitchell. For those using 500 
kWh per month, this totals to an 
increase of $196 per month. 

“If costs go up, it will take food 
from my kids’ stomach,” said 
Felicia Strong, mother of four 
living in Klukwan. “A lot of people 
in Klukwan are elders or living on 
fixed incomes,” said Strong while 

describing the negative impact that 
increased rates would have on her 
community. 

In addition to residential 
customers, many community 
buildings receive funding from 
PCE including the Jilkaat Kwaan 
Heritage Center (JKHC). Last 
month JKHC received $4,559 of 
credits from PCE on their electricity 
bill, said Tribal Administrator 
Brian Willard. Without renewed 
PCE funding, JKHC’s monthly 
electric bills could climb to over 
$10,000 per month, said Willard. 

“We are going to be adversely 
affected if the PCE sweep is not 
brought back” said Klukwan’s 
Tribal President Kim Strong. “This 
will be a significant blow to the 
success of the Heritage Center.” 

AP&T residential customers 
(Haines area) can expect a $1.73 
increase per kilowatt hour (kWh) 
this month, according to their 
online tariff book. Those using 
500 kWh can expect an increase 
of $8.65 per month. 

PCE lost funding during an 
annual accounting trick called the 
“sweep.” Every July 1, the state 
transfers funds from various state 
accounts (including that of PCE) 
to one large savings account. The 
“reverse sweep” occurs seconds 
later when funds are transferred 
back into the state accounts. While 
the “sweep” is constitutionally 

See BILLS page 8

By Jenna Kunze
On Oct. 19 and March 2, Haines 

residents will be excused from paying 
5.5% sales tax at local and online 
retail stores that choose to participate.

Last  week,  the  assembly 
unanimously passed a resolution 
initiating two sales-tax-free days, 
as recommended by “By Haines,” 
a Haines Economic Development 
Corperation and chamber of 
commerce buy local compaign.   

Haines Economic Development 
Corporation director Margaret 
Friedenauer said the dates were 
selected because of low tourism.

“There’s a reason we don’t have 
these on high-visitor weekends or 
event weekends,” Friedenauer said. 
“We really want locals to be able to 
take advantage of these.”

Assembly members Sean Maidy 
and Heather Lende endorsed the 
effort as an effective way to help 
local businesses. Lende asked the 
assembly if, as an owner of Lutak 
Lumber, she should recuse herself 
from a vote, but no assembly member 
voiced concern.

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson said she felt conflicted.

“I want to support the buy local 
campaign, but giving a sales tax break 

given our financial situation, do you 
and the committee still feel strongly 
this is a good idea?”

Friedenauer said that it could be a 
tradeoff to the local businesses.

Sales-tax-free days are recognized 
in Wrangell and Petersburg.

Store owner Mike Ward, who also 
owns a business in Wrangell, said his 
profits nearly doubled on sales-tax-
free day this past May.

“It gives residents the opportunity 
to spend money on big ticket items, 
it makes more money in town, and it 
makes people feel a bit appreciated,” 
he said. 

Assembly member Tom Morphet 
asked why the committee did not 
select January for one of the sales-
tax free days.

Friedenauer said most businesses 
are closed in January, and many 
residents are vacationing in warmer 
places.

“The more we continue to not 
schedule things in January because 
nobody is here, the more nobody 
will continue to be here in January,” 
Morphet said. “I’m concerned about 
the seasonal nature of our economy, 
and I’d like to see more ways to keep 
people here in the winter.”

By Sarah Chatta
The largest ferry workers’ union 

in the state declared a strike on 
Wednesday, July 24, leading up 
the Southeast Alaska State Fair this 
weekend. 

“We don’t want to strike. We want 
to support the communities. We want 
to go to work. We’re just workers. We 
want to do our time and go home,” 
vice president of the Inlandboatmen’s 
Union (IBU) Robb Arnold said. “But, 
well, we have some valid concerns.”

Arnold said the IBU initiated the 
strike Wednesday during ongoing 
negotiations with the state of Alaska, 
when the government missed a 2 
p.m. deadline to respond to their 
latest offer. “They have not called 
us back,” he said. 

At 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday DOT 
Commissioner John McKinnon told 
the CVN “The AMHS will continue 

to operate unless the IBU employees 
decide to strike.” 

At 2:20 p.m, a picket line formed 
in Ketchikan, after IBU workers 
walked off the Columbia ferry. 
Arnold said a picket line will form 
in Juneau Wednesday evening, when 
the Malaspina docks, and he expects 
picket lines as workers walk off the 
Aurora and Tustumena ferries in 
Valdez.

Fair attendees traveling by ferry, 
along with vendors and some musical 
acts, will be unable to travel should 
ferry service be interrupted, said 
Southeast State Fair Executive 
Director Kari Johnson. She said 
when news of the possible strike 
broke, she arranged travel for the 
headliners through Alaska Seaplanes 
and Harris Air.

See STRIKE page 8

Holly Smiths sings and plays the ukulele at the public library during Wednesday’s culmination of the 
library’s summer reading program “A Universe of Stories.” Young readers earned prizes, ate hot dogs and 
drank lemonade during the festivities. Lexie DeWitt photo.

By Peter D’Auria 
Contaminated groundwater from 

a 51-year-old fuel spill at 15.5 
Mile Haines Highway appears to 
be leaching into the Chilkat River 
slough, raising concerns about 
environmental damage. 

The source of the contaminants 
was the 626-mile-long Haines-
Fairbanks pipeline, used in the 
middle of the century to transport 
fuel from the Lutak Tank Farm to 
military installations in Interior 
Alaska. A 1968 leak in the now-
decommissioned pipe spilled nearly 
34,000 gallons of jet fuel into the 

surrounding soil. 
A 2018 report by the Army Corps 

of Engineers, the agency responsible 
for monitoring and cleanup of the 
pipeline corridor, estimates that 
approximately 75,000 square feet 
of soil and 89,000 square feet of 
groundwater remains contaminated 
with fuel hydrocarbons, including 
benzene and napthalene. 

Now, the revelation that fuel 
hydrocarbons may be seeping into 
slough of the Chilkat River is causing 
concerns.  

“This is the culmination of the fears 
that people have had for 30 years,” 

said Derek Poinsette, executive 
director of the Takshanuk Watershed 
Council.

The Army Corps of Engineers 
has been monitoring the site since 
2006. Testing has “consistently 
indicated” that the 15.5 Mile Haines 
highway shoulders “on either side 
are impacted by fuel contamination,” 
according to a fact sheet from the 
agency. 

But concerns about leakage into 
the slough did not arise until 2016, 
when the Army Corps of Engineers 

See SLOUGH page 10
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As you know, our lives have been forever changed and our hearts shattered 
with the loss of our beloved son.  Words cannot describe the profound, 
heartfelt gratitude that we feel for you; our amazing community, that has 
supported us, loved us, and held us through this difficult year.  

The passing of Mario Jr. in the waters of the Yuba River, prompted us to 
create a water festival to celebrate and pray for the waters as he did just 
moments before his ascension.  We would like to take a moment to thank those 
who helped with our memorial water blessing in his honor.  Thanks to all 
who knew Mario and those who didn’t, who came from near and far to help 
us grieve, laugh, love, and dance in celebration of our lives and our water.  

Special thanks to Beth McCready, Lori Mastrella, Melina Shields, Mark 
MacNamara, Scott Ramsey, John Hunt, “Pizza Joe”, Harriet Brouilette, 
Chilkat Indian Association, Lynn Canal Conservation, ANB/ANS, Haines 
Library, Teddy Hart, James and Zack Hart, Jones and Lani Hotch, ALL 
the tribal family from Nevada City, Guatemala, Hawaii and around the 
world, and to all the locals who hosted and entertained guests, living up to 
Haines’ renowned hospitality and especially to our rock, Joshua Benassi 
and his family.  

We are looking forward to next year’s Aquasension Music Fest!  Aho!
Natalie Benassi

Contrary to an article in last week’s Chilkat Valley News, the Haines 
Economic Development Corporation has not directed staff to “begin assessing 
the socio-economic impact of a mine in the Chilkat Valley.” HEDC has been 
closely following the release of the Preliminary Economic Assessment of 
the Palmer Project. We are interested in learning how PEAs can be used 
to help a community discuss and plan for possible economic impacts and 
benefits of a potential mining operation near Haines. We are not currently 
planning to conduct an independent analysis or assessment of a potential 
mine. There are several recent studies – including HEDC’s 2018 Baseline 
Economic Report – that provide information about the mining industry’s 
impact on the local and regional economy. HEDC looks forward to joining 
in ongoing community discussions, including our involvement in the Chilkat 
Valley Mining Forum Steering Committee, about long-range economic 
planning and development for Haines across all industries. 

Margaret Friedenauer
executive director, HEDC

We are so lucky to have such great programs for the kids in our community 
all year long.  I would like to thank all of the coaches who volunteer hours 
and hours of their time with our kids in basketball, track, volleyball, soccer, 
t-ball, baseball, cross country, wrestling and any others I’m forgetting 
to mention.  And thanks also to those who are behind the scenes helping 
organize it all.  We’re very fortunate our small town offers so much for the 
youth.  Please know it is greatly appreciated!  Thanks also to Bill McRoberts, 
who spends a lot of his time photographing practices & games and making 
awesome photo collages for those interested and then donating the money 
back to the various programs. 

Thank you, Haines!

KHNS staff and board members would like to thank all of the businesses 
and individuals who contributed to our 2019 Fund Drive! Bi-fjordal 
community support in the form of matching grants, personal pledges, food 
donations, and volunteer time led to a successful drive, and we’re ever so 
grateful for it!  It will take creative thinking to adjust our operating budget 
in response to the elimination of state funding for public broadcasting, but 
we’re hopeful that the communities of Haines, Skagway and Klukwan will 
continue to lend their support along the way.

-Dawn Drotos, KHNS Development Director

Is the “Aqueous Storage” draft ordinance another vehicle for groups/
others to use our taxpayer money to fund their obstruction efforts?

Will the “Aqueous Storage” draft ordinance result in another increase to 
our mill rate either to fund a lawsuit or regulate what we already pay our 
State and Federal Agencies to do?

Patty Campbell
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Thursday, July 25
Southeast AK State Fair, “Wish Upon a Fair.” 

Buy tickets online at seakfair.org. Dates continue 
through July 28th.

Southeast’s Got Talent, Sing! Dance! Make Bird 
Calls! 6 p.m. at the Fairground’s Main Stage.

Weekly Farm Stand, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Sarah J’s. 
Fresh veggies and herbs. Bring a bag.
Tuesday, July 30

Training for Potential Candidates, 5:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Clerk’s office will conduct 
a short training for those contemplating a run for 
borough assembly or school board.

Junk car removal deadline, 5 p.m. deadline 
to sign up vehicles, with or without titles, for the 
borough junk car removal program. $50 fee. Must 
be road accessible with the borough’s flatbed truck. 
766-6409 or kkielsmeier@haines.ak.us

Committee-of-the-Whole re BLM Ring of 
Fire Report, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly chambers 
to define written comments to submit to BLM by 
August 1.
Wednesday, July 31

Basketball Camp, 9 a.m. through 4 p.m. at the 
Haines High School Gym. Dates continue through 
August 2nd.
Thursday, August 1

Chilkat Valley Community Foundation Grant 
Cycle Brown Bag, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
the Haines Library Community Room.  Foundation 
members will discuss CVCF’s 2019 grant cycle and 
what makes a successful grant proposal. 

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers.
Friday, August 2

First Friday Events, 5 p.m. at participating 
businesses. 
Saturday, August 3

Monthly fish net recycling collection, Drop off 

clean, stripped (no cork, weed, or lead line; do your 
best to remove hangings), and bundled nets 10a.m.-
2 p.m. at the Recycling Center. Continues first 
Saturday of the month through October. 

Fair Fun Runs, 5k and 10k at 8:30 a.m., kids 1/2 
mile and 1 mile run at 10:00 a.m.
Monday, August 5

Town Hall meeting re:Policing in Haines, 5:30 
p.m. in the assembly chambers.
Tuesday, August 6

Portrait painting demonstration, 5-9 p.m. at 
the ANB Hall. By Studio Incamminati instructor 
JaFang Lu from Philadelphia. Free to the public. 
Come and go as you please.

GAS Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers.

Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
in the assembly chambers.
Thursday, August 8

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers.
Saturday, August 10

Town Hall meeting with Sen. Kiehl and Rep. 
Hannan, 3-5 p.m. at the Chilkat Center.
Monday, August 12

Training for potential candidates, 5:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.
Tuesday, August 13

Finance committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Water restrictions lifted, partial 
burn ban remains 
By Peter D’Auria

After last week’s rainy weather, the Haines Borough has lifted its water restrictions, though the burn ban 
remains in place with some modifications.  

The restrictions, which prohibited Haines residents from watering lawns with sprinklers, were canceled 
on Friday. The Haines Volunteer Fire Department announced modifications to the burn ban last Wednesday, 
allowing burn barrels with a screen on top and cooking fires in designated fire rings, as long as there is a 
“means of suppression, like a water hose standing by,” said fire chief Al Giddings. 

Bonfires and open flame fires are still prohibited.
Earlier this month, the Chilkat Valley endured a period of abnormally dry conditions and record-breaking 

temperatures. The Haines Borough responded with a burn ban and restrictions on water use, including 
stopping water sales to cruise ships. 

Demand from Haines residents was straining the borough’s water resources, said water and sewer department 
supervisor Dennis Durr. Now that the weather has cooled, Durr said, “Our demand has dropped enough that 
we don’t have to make water at maximum capacity.”  

Durr noted that Lily Lake, which supplies about 80 percent of Haines’ water, dropped about a foot during 
the dry spell. Though the rain has not yet replenished the lost water in Lily Lake, he said, the wet weather 
has quenched demand from residents. 

But the rain has not been enough to have a significant effect on the fire danger, said Giddings.
 “We’re still not real comfortable yet with opening it up because things are just too dry,” he said. “We 

need two days of pretty good rain.”

By Lexie DeWitt
Lexie DeWitt has returned from 

Washington where she spent a 
month visiting family along with 
her three children, Charlie, Loralai 
and Lucas. The four first stopped in 
Seattle and stayed with Alisha Young 
and her boyfriend Sam Horne. 
While in Seattle, they visited the 
Seattle Aquarium and Pike’s Place 
Market and also visited with Lexie’s 
brother Kyle and wife Melissa and 
their daughter Kate. From there the 
ventured to Eastern Washington and 
stayed with Lexie’s parents, Steve 
and Carrie Conley. The kids loved to 
swim in the pool and enjoyed visiting 
the park trails around the area. Lexie’s 
oldest son Charlie enjoyed the game 
Pokemon Go and enjoyed learning 
about it from Lexie’s cousin Dauson 
Larrabee. On the way home, the 
family nearly missed the Fjorldand 
due to a late flight but they were let 
off before the other passengers and 
were able to catch the boat home 
where Stuart DeWitt was waiting 
for them in Juneau. 

Josh Whidbey proposed to 
Teslin Podsiki on Mud Bay Beach 
before Podsiki family pictures last 
weekend. The couple, who live in 
Pennsylvania, have been dating 
for four and half years and plan to 
move back to Haines when Josh 
is done with his service in the 
National Guard. The couple plan to 
get married within the next couple 
years in Haines. 

Lnzee and  Tyler Swinton 
celebrated their Oregon wedding 
with a reception in Haines earlier 
this month. Lnzee’s family came 
up for the celebration which was 
held at Letnikof Cove Pavilion. 
Lnzee’s parents Laine and Angie 
Wortman and brothers Bryce and 
Tre Wortman enjoyed Haines and 
the lovely weather during that time.  
At the end of the reception Tyler’s 
brothers Justin and Dylan Swinton 
and close friends Hudson Sage, 

Chev Fowler, Daniel Stickler, and 
Kai Dixon jumped off the dock to 
end the fun celebration. 

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  Yo u t h 
Development program had its end 
of the year celebration at the Haines 
School Track earlier this week. T-ball 
coaches included Brad Ryan, and 
Jordan Baumgartne. Andrew 
Del Prete, Micheal George, 
Siel George, Brennan and Greg 
Palmieri, and Jordan Baumgartner 
coached soccer. Ben Bard headed the 
activities for the summer said it was a 
great turnout. “Thanks to the parents 
for all the hard work volunteering and 
thanks for keeping kids active during 
the summers,” said Ben. 

Rene Hoffman’s sister Shelly 
Hebert is in town to help with her 
fair food booth. Shelly lives in Florida 
and is an elementary art teacher. 
Rene’s best friend Melanie Coleman 
from Juneau is also in town to help 
with her booth. Melanie and Rene 
were high school friends in Florida 
and have been friends since 16. “My 
parents love reading the Chilkat 
Valley News and they will be excited 
to see I’m in it,” said Melanie. 

Kyle Clayton returned from the 
Nushagak River in Bristol Bay 
last Monday where he spent two 
weeks commercial fishing on the 
F/V Wildfish. Ora Pryor and Steve 
Barnhart, two friends Clayton 
served in the Army with, visited 
Clayton over the weekend. “I haven’t 
seen Barnhart in 10 years,” Clayton 
said of his friend who traveled from 
Kansas to Juneau last week. Pryor 
lives in Juneau and the two took 
the ferry to Haines late last week. 
Barnhart caught his first king salmon 
with Pryor earlier in the week in 
Juneau. “You guys live in a paradise,” 
Barnhart said. While in Haines, the 
trio went salmon fishing and on 
Friday floated the Tsirku River with 
Erik Stevens and Nolan Woodard. 

Former Haines residents Lorin 
Hayden and wife Katie Hayden-

Lewis and son Keanu Hayden-
Lewis visited from Bend, Oregon 
for an 8-day upper Alsek river 
trip. Haines friends Russ Lyman, 
Cynthia Allen, Bill Finley, Nancy 
McGrew and Jackson McGrew 
accompanied them on the float. They 
also spent time visiting with friends 
while in town. Lorin and Katie went 
to a “secret spot” to pick blueberries 
with Lyman and Allen and they’ve 
also spent time boating on a zodiac 
they keep in Haines. 

Thank you to all of the Coaches

Thanks for funding public radio

How much will aqueous storage cost?

Gabrielle St. Claire, 18, spreads woodchips in the barn at the fairgrounds 
Tuesday in preparation for the Southeast Alaska State Fair. St. Claire, 
Karl Gillham and David Strong are working with the Takshanuk 
Watershed Council’s summer internship. Kyle Clayton photo. 
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Come for the Fair... Stay for a Lifetime!!!

New!

Sold!
Reduced!

Sale Pending!

68 River Road - $248,000
1 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Home 

with amazing views

 211 Old Hart Street
Immaculate 1 Bdrm 1 Bath

with views

19 Raven Road 
Filtered views, 1 Bdrm home 

with custom features

428 Young Road - $255,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath + office/

den, Views and all utilities, 
near downtown

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
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Left to right: Coleman and Jim Stanford pour concrete Saturday, July 20 for the Chilkat Valley Wilderness 
Memorial at 25-Mile. Jim decided to erect the memorial to recognize the efforts by people who promoted 
outdoor recreational activities in the Chilkat Valley and to recognize those who have been and are active  in 
establishing year-round recreational activities. The memorial will have an orientation kiosk and a 40-foot 
diameter cirlce of benches with a fire pit in the center. All labor is being donated. Jim Schnabel completed 
dirt work on Tuesday, July 23. Accounts have been created at Lutak Lumber and Haines Home Building 
for donations. Deb Stanford photo. 

Borough to pay 
$450,336 for school 
debt reimbursement

Hamilton awarded $4.7 million bid

Brad Ryan offered Skagway 
borough manager position

Borough cancels woodchipper RFP

Residents worry over 
limited winter ferry service

By Jenna Kunze
Brad Ryan offered Skagway 

position
On July 18, the Skagway Borough 

Assembly unanimously voted to offer 
its vacant manager position to Haines 
public facilities director Brad Ryan.

Ryan was selected among two 
other finalists, former city managers 
in Maryland and Michigan. 

Ryan received the official offer on 
July 23 and said Wednesday he was 
still in negotiations with Skagway’s 
mayor and an assembly member 
leading the hiring team. 

Skagway assistant to the manager 
Michelle Gihl said the position pays 
between $110,000 to $140,000 a year 
plus benefits. Ryan’s pay in Haines 
is slated to be $95,000 this year, plus 
benefits.

Ryan has worked as public works 
director in Haines since 2015, and 
twice served as interim manager. He 
said he’s interested in the Skagway 
manager’s position for the “big 
picture” projects the municipality 
has planned, including a dock lease 
and a new recreation center.

By Sarah Chatta
The borough is set to pay $450,336 

for school debt this year, bond 
payments which had largely been 
covered by the state since 2005.

On Monday, the Alaska House 
Finance Committee passed a bill 
reversing $92 million of Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy’s $444 million in vetoes, 
but failed to reverse the governor’s 
veto of $48.9 million for school debt 
reimbursement. Of the governor’s 
vetoes, school debt reimbursement 
will have the most significant effect 
on the Haines Borough economy 
this year. It is also the largest veto 
preserved by the legislature thus far. 

In 2005, to finance the $17 
million Haines School construction, 
the borough entered into a bond 
agreement with the state in which 
the borough would cover 30 percent 
and the state would cover 70 percent 
of the building’s loan payments 
annually. 

“We always have to pay 30 
percent,” borough manager Debra 
Schnabel said. “In addition to the 30 
percent, (with the governor’s veto) 
we have to pay for 50 percent of the 
70 percent.”

No additional funds have been 
allocated to pay off school debt 
reimbursement in the 2020 operating 
budget passed by the Haines Borough 
Assembly in June. Initially, the 
manager’s budget proposed a higher 
property tax mill rate to pay up to 
$1 million of school bonds. In the 
assembly’s revised budget, they 
lowered mill rates, gambling that 
school debt reimbursement would 

receive full funding.
“What happened is (the assembly) 

took the approach that we would 
continue as is,” assembly member 
Brenda Josephson said. “We knew 
we had the funds to cover (school 
debt) from overtaxing in prior years.” 

Josephson said that borough’s 
$2.7 million in reserve funds was 
generated from overtaxing residents 
in prior years. “I felt that it was an 
appropriate time, since we didn’t 
have any cost alternatives, to not 
affect the tax payers this year.” 

In June, the Alaska legislature’s 
budget had provided full funding for 
school debt reimbursement, and the 
Haines Chamber of Commerce had 
submitted comments to the assembly 
that supported a lowered property 
tax mill rate.

“At this point in time (I) will 
advance the concept of taking 
($450,336) from the reserves,” 
Schnabel said. “Next year we will 
most likely pay for it with an increase 
in property tax.” 

Property tax mill rates for the 2020 
fiscal year were established by the 
operating budget passed in June and 
cannot be increased to pay for school 
debt reimbursement this year.

The office of representative Neal 
Foster, co-chair of the state house 
finance committee, said it was not 
aware of any other bills to reverse 
the governor’s veto of school debt 
reimbursement. The other co-chair of 
the finance committee, representative 
Jennifer Johnston, did not respond 
for comment.

By Peter D’Auria
The Haines borough is no longer 

in the market for a wood chipper.
The borough is relinquishing 

nearly $100,000 in grant money from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
after the agency informed the 
borough that a wood chipper bought 
with the funds could not be used for 
any commercial activities other than 
making fuel for a municipal biomass 
boiler. 

The borough had hoped to lease 
the chipper out to a community 
business who could produce wood 
chips for other customers. But with 
the biomass project still far from 
completion, the Department of 
Agriculture’s requirement means that 

the chipper might sit idle for years 
before it could be used. 

“It’s certainly a little bit of a 
setback,” said public facilities 
director Brad Ryan.

A report commissioned by biomass 
company Wisewood Energy found 
that wood chip heaters in Haines 
public buildings, such as the pool 
and school, would have significant 
environmental and economic 
benefits—provided the heaters’ fuel 
was produced locally.

The biomass project is still years 
away, but the $92,136 grant was due 
to expire in August. Expecting that 
the machine could be used to generate 
chips for commercial purposes, the 
Haines Borough assembly voted 

last month to put out a request for 
proposals (RFP).

The borough released the RFP just 
two hours before being informed 
of the agency’s stipulations, said 
executive assistant to the manager 
Krista Kielsmeier. 

But the loss of the grant money 
does not spell the end of the boiler 
project, said Ryan. The borough 
would be eligible to apply again for 
the same grant in the future, or could 
put up the money itself once the 
biomass plan is closer to completion.

Or it’s possible that someone else 
in Haines could step up to produce the 
fuel, Ryan said. “If there is a market 
for chips, my inkling is someone will 
supply (them),” he said.

By Sarah Chatta
Residents are concerned about 

the Alaska Marine Highway 
System’s winter ferry schedule that 
provides limited service to Haines in 
November, and only one ferry a week 
from Jan. 15 to March 1.

Ferry spokeswoman Aurah Landau 
said the January to March service gap 
is a cost-saving measure, and from 
Nov. 1 to 14, the service gap is due 
to annual vessel overhaul. “The 
proposed schedule is based on the 
funding for fiscal year 2020, to stay 
within available funding levels and 

maximize revenue,” Landau said. 
“In October, November, December, 

March and April, Haines will be 
serviced four times a week,” said 
Landau. From Jan. 15 to March 1, the 
Le Conte will not travel to Haines. 
“For all months, the Matanuska will 
still service Haines once a week,” 
she said.

Klukwan residents Pat and Ed 
Warren worry that limited ferry 
service will challenge their ability 
meet Ed’s healthcare needs. Eighty-

See FERRY page 8

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Borough assembly 

unanimously voted to award the $4.7 
million Portage Cover boat launch 
project to Skagway-based company 
Hamilton Construction in a special 
meeting.

The project includes a two-lane 
boat launch ramp, parking lot and 
harbor park.

At a July 23 meeting, the borough 
assembly voted to postpone three of 
the smaller projects included in the 
scope of work, including electrical, 
paving and lighting until state 
funding is more secure. 

Last month, two bids for the 
project came in about $1 million over 
engineer estimates with Hamilton 
Construction as the low bidder 
against Southeast Roadbuilders.

 Public facilities director Brad 
Ryan recommended the assembly 
award the contract to Hamilton, 
cutting out work items to save 
$250,000 in landscaping, concrete 
memorials and restroom access stairs 
to the scope of work. 

The assembly was set to award the 
contract to low bidder Hamilton at 
their July 18 meeting, but postponed 
the decision when Southeast 
Roadbuilder’s area manager and 
former owner, Roger Schnabel, 
submitted a 24-page formal protest 
requesting Hamilton be thrown out 
the day before the meeting. 

Schnabel argued Hamilton did 
not comply with the terms of the 
bidding process, according to his 
interpretation of the timeline. 

He contested that the unofficial 
bid results, which borough staff 
emailed on June 4 at 8:51 p.m., 
counted as the official posting of the 
bid, which would start the clock on 
when the apparent low bidder had 
to submit required paperwork to get 
the contract.

On Wednesday, the borough 
assembly unanimously denied 
Schnabel’s protest as recommended 
by borough attorney Brooks Chandler. 

“The question about whether the 
list was submitted late, I think, is 
very easy to answer,” Chandler said 
on Wednesday. “It doesn’t make 
sense to me that sending an email 
to people saying that bid results are 
unofficial was intended by borough 
staff to be this posting notice of bids 
that is referenced in actual bidding 
documents.”

Assembly members Heather 
Lende, Tom Morphet and Stephanie 
Scott said they were concerned about 

some of the issues in Schnabel’s 
protest, but would like to rely on the 
attorney’s opinion. 

“I  bel ieve that  Southeast 
Roadbuilders has some real legitimate 
concerns, (but) not being an expert 
with construction contracts I feel I 
need to defer to the advice of our 
attorney,” Lende said. 

The bidding documents were 
written by the project’s engineers 
and were not the standard documents 
the borough normally uses, which 
Lende said could have created some 
confusion.

Assembly  members  Wi l l 
Prisciandaro and Sean Maidy said 
that the attorney’s explanation was 
clear.

The bid met with controversy 
last month when Schnabel privately 
contacted four assembly members to 
push for rebidding the project. He also 
accused Ryan of having something 
to gain from recommending the 
assembly award the contract to 
Hamilton, as Ryan was being 
considered for a manger position in 
Skagway. 

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson recused herself from 
the special meeting for conflict of 
interest—she works for another 
company owned by Schnabel. 
Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
also recused herself weeks earlier as 
Roger Schnabel is her brother. 
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Howsers
Howsers IGA is excited to announce
that we are bringing our perishable products 
over the Alaska Highway for the summer. Two days from the 
warehouse to our store! Enjoy the freshest produce in Alaska not 
locally grown! Longer expiration dates on our meat and dairy 
products. Doing our best to bring you the 
freshest produce to your table! 
 Thank you for shopping Howsers IGA 
      and supporting our community!

Arts Outlook

Takshanuk shakes up staff Assembly 
to Resume 
Tuesday 
Meetings

Should the assembly be in charge of police chief?
By Jenna Kunze

The assembly voted 5-1 on July 18 
to elevate the Haines Borough chief 
of police position to a borough officer. 
That would put the chief directly 
under the supervision of the assembly 
instead of the borough manager.

At least one assembly member 
has criticized the move as leading 
to politicization of the police 
department. 

 The chief of police was formerly 
named among borough officers from 
2004 to 2013, but code changed in 
May 2013 to place the chief under the 
manager’s supervision. According to 
Fullerton, the status was changed in 
code, but never in charter.

Assembly member Stephanie 
Scott, who was mayor in 2013 at the 
time of code change, opposed the 
motion. “The code changed when 
Chief Lowe was an officer of the 
borough,” she said. “That caused a 
great deal of legal problems at the 
time, that’s why we changed it.”

Former police chief Gary Lowe 
left the department in a payout deal 
with the borough after employee 
complaints alleged that Lowe had 
a long history of verbal abuse, 
bullying, and sexual innuendos to 
dispatchers.

Jerry Lapp, an assembly member at 
the time of the police chief upheaval, 
said he remembers the code change 
took place after Lowe’s public 
hearings to resolve the issue.

“The assembly spent a long 
time with public hearings that was 
very painful to the public and the 
assembly,” Lapp said. “We sat 
through public hearings and people 
were staying stuff that could have got 
the borough in legal issues.”

On Thursday, assembly member 
Heather Lende proposed the change 
with the intent to have more open 
dialogue with the police chief, 
currently Heath Scott. She said 
she wants the same opportunity 
to seek input and advice from the 
chief as the assembly has from the 
other officers (with the exception 
of the attorney), who are usually at 
assembly meetings.

Current ly,  chief  Scot t  i s 
represented at assembly meetings 
by Debra Schnabel, though he 
is not prevented from attending 
meetings and responding to assembly 
questions.

“Public safety is the biggest 

department, the chief is our highest 
paid employee, and he/she and the 
officers are a big part of what the 
public sees of the borough. He/she 
should be on the leadership team with 
the assembly and the other officers,” 
Lende wrote to the CVN.

Assembly member Tom Morphet 
agreed. He suggested the assembly 
lead negotiations with Scott, whose 
three-year contract with the borough 
was up for negotiation on July 20.         

Originally, borough staff thought 
the Chief’s contract expired on 
July 20, but the exact terms of 
the document read that Scott will 
serve “for a term not less than three 
years and an indefinite period after 
that, commencing July 20, 2016.” 
Schnabel is currently negotiating pay 
and benefits with Scott, though she 
said a new contract won’t be finalized 
until the issue of whether or not he’s 
an officer of the borough is resolved.

‘The contract has to be specific to 
whom he is responsible,” Schnabel 
said.

 Earlier this month, Scott told the 
borough’s public safety commission 
he’s agreeable to a new five-
year contract, though he’s being 
considered for chief of police 
positions at University of Alaska 
Anchorage and in Wrangell.

 “I think it would probably be 
prudent that we would extend- for 
now- the chief’s current terms 
and that the new contract would 
be negotiated by the assembly,” 
Morphet said.

The assembly appoints borough 
officers and the manager negotiates 
contracts.Haines Borough Charter 
says that officers of the borough 
“shall include” the manager, clerk, 
attorney and chief fiscal officer.  
Borough clerk Alekka Fullerton 
said it’s unclear if that language is 
intended to be an exhaustive list 
or the minimum list of required 
officers. Borough code defines the 
same borough officers, and includes 
assembly members and the mayor as 
elected officials.

Assembly member Sean Maidy 
was skeptical of the motion, but voted 
in favor of it.

“I think this is going to make 
things a lot more confusing. (The 
police) is the largest, most powerful 
department of the borough but it’s 
still a department of the borough, 
which is typically handled by the 

manager, who serves at the leisure 
of the assembly. I just don’t see how 
this is beneficial.”

Maidy said he intends to propose 
reconsideration of the motion at the 
next assembly meeting Aug. 1 at 6:30 
p.m. “I voted in favor of the motion 
because I thought it was something 
that we used to do to honor the police 
chief that we stopped doing,” Maidy 
said. “I disagree with the assembly 
being in charge of hiring, firing, 
and overall managing the police. 
The manager handling the police 
is a buffer so we no long politicize 
police. By allowing the assembly 
manager the police what that would 
do is open up the door to corruption 
because then assembly members can 
be lobbied.” 

Beginning Aug. 13, the Haines 
Borough Assembly will resume 
their regularly scheduled Tuesday 
meetings.

This summer, the assembly 
voted to move meeting dates 
to Thursdays to accommodate 
fisherman and newest member Will 
Prisciandaro. Prisciandaro said he 
will be gone most of August, so an 
adapted meeting schedule will no 
longer be necessary.

The next assembly meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 1 at 
6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers. 

By Peter D’Auria
Staff changes are underway at 

Takshanuk Watershed Council. 
Executive director Meredith 

Pochardt has accepted a yearlong 
fellowship in Juneau with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, where she will 
conduct research mapping marine 
juvenile salmon habitats. 

Derek Poinsette, Takshanuk’s 
science director, will take over the 
duties of executive director, while 
new hire Jenn Hamblen will fill 
the new position of development 
director. 

“Takshanuk is (in) a good spot 
to have some fresh blood,” said 
Pochardt. 

The creation of the development 
director position highlights the 
organization’s plan to expand its 
impact, said Hamblen, who will split 

her time between Haines and Juneau 
in an effort to broaden the nonprofit’s 
outreach. “It can be easy to get 
isolated in Haines,” said Hamblen. 

Pochardt has been at the nonprofit 
since 2010, when she started as 
an intern. Under her tenure as 
director, the organization finalized 
the purchase of their headquarters 
property on Jones Point Road 
and expanded its research and 
educational initiatives.

Pochardt, who recently bought 
a house in Haines, isn’t planning 
to leave for good. “That’s the plan, 
to come back eventually,” she said, 
noting that a return to Takshanuk 
could be in the cards as well.

“Meredith was here for a long time 
and did a lot of really great work,” 
said Poinsette. “We hope to continue 
having a relationship with her.”

By Peter D’Auria

Sculpture garden will host farmers 
market 

The Fort Seward sculpture garden’s 
revitalization will be on full display at 
next week’s first Friday celebration. 

Over the past few weeks, the 
Alaska Arts Confluence has been 
working to clean up the garden 
site and prepare it for events. Now, 
the garden is scheduled to host the 
very first evening farmers market, 
featuring food, art, and produce. 

“The farmers market itself is very 
excited to try out this opportunity,” 
said market organizer Vija Pelekis. 
Twelve vendors are scheduled to be 
at the market, but Pelekis said she 
expects more to join. 

The event promises to be unique. 
Fort Seward Drive South will be 
closed for the evening to give more 
space for the market, and local band 
Dynaflow will perform.

Chef Travis Kukull will be the 
event’s “market chef,” demonstrating 
how to cook one-pan vegetable 
paella. “(I’ll) go through step by 
step and feed everybody,” Kukull 
said. He expects the paella will feed 
about 50 people.

The market will be open from 4 
to 7 p.m. Aug. 2. Anyone interested 
in becoming a vendor is invited to 
contact Pelekis at (206) 313-1829 or

thehainesfarmersmarket@gmail.
com.

Studio Incamminati workshop 
returns to Haines

Those wishing to work on 
their artistic skills will have the 

opportunity in August.
S t u d i o  I n c a m m i n a t i ,  a 

Philadelphia-based nonprofit art 
school, will host a workshop in 
Haines from Aug. 5-9. 

“Portrait Painting: Form and 
Color” is the fifth such workshop 
the nonprofit has held in Haines. The 
annual event is organized through the 
studio’s “In Your Town” initiative, 
which puts on programs throughout 
the U.S. The workshop in Haines is 
the studio’s only event in Alaska. 

“They are an amazing school, I 
have to say,” said local organizer 
Donna Catotti. “This is an incredible 
opportunity to hone your skills.”

Registration is required for the five-
day oil painting and portrait class, 
which will take place at the Haines 
ANB Hall. The studio will also host 
a public portrait demonstration on 
July 6 from 5 to 9 p.m.

The school is “excellent,” said 
local artist Yuko Hays, who is a 
student at Studio Incamminati and 
attended the 2015 “In Your Town” 
program. She said she was glad to 
have attended the workshop “at the 
beginning of her art journey.”

Hays will exhibit work from her 
second year at Studio Incamminati 
on First Friday, Aug. 2, at the Alaska 
Arts Confluence. 

 Participants can register for the 
workshop online at http://www.
studioincamminati.org/ or by calling 
215-592-7910.

Sheldon Museum six-week 
spotlight will shine on American 
landscapes

Visitors to the Haines Sheldon 
Museum will soon be able to take 

a journey from Alaska to Arizona. 
The latest in the museum’s six-week 

spotlight series is “Complementary 
Colors – Alaska to Arizona,” an 
exhibition of Donna Catotti and Rob 
Goldberg’s artwork. Paintings by 
both artists will be displayed, along 
with guitars built by Goldberg.

The spotlight series, started by 
the museum in 2007, highlights 
local artists and helps advance their 
artistic careers. 

The works in “Complementary 
Colors” are inspired by the color 
palettes of landscapes in Alaska and 
Arizona, “the cool blues and purples 
of Alaska and the reds and browns of 
the desert southwest,” Catotti wrote 
in a statement that will accompany 
the works. 

“I’m excited to see how it comes 
to life,” said Regi Johanos, the 
museum’s community coordinator.

“Complementary Colors” will run 
through Sept. 14.

Catotti will also host painting 
demonstrations at the museum every 
Wednesday for four weeks, starting 
Aug. 21.

“Artists set a high standard for 
themselves, and I’m pleased with 
what I have accomplished,” Catotti 
said. “I wouldn’t hang it if I wasn’t 
happy with it.”

The museum will celebrate the 
exhibit with a reception from 5 to 7 
p.m. First Friday. Tom Heywood is 
scheduled to perform live music with 
one of Goldberg’s guitars. 

First Friday, August 2, 2019

Moosterious Emporium will host 
local author Tom McGuire, whose 

debut novel “Steller’s Orchid” was 
published last month. There will also 
be live music. 

Ampersand AK will feature 
“Something from the Sea,” a 
collection of “objets d’art” from 
the ocean.

The Alaska Arts Confluence and 
Art on Main street will showcase 
figures, portraits, and still lifes by 
Yuko Hays from her second year at 
Incamminati Studio. 

The Pioneer Bar will host an open 
mic night at 10 p.m.

Alaska Rod’s will showcase 
handcrafted, made-in-Haines spice 
and tea blends from Alaska Spice 
Shop. 

The Hammer Museum is holding 
a “Farm Guess-ems” contest. Guests 
are invited to guess the function 
of various implements with an 
agricultural theme. 

The Magpie Gallery will be hosting 
Arjun Raman and Cadie Buckley, 
who will be displaying their book 
“Unfunded Science.” Visitors are 
invited to come to the gallery to learn 
more about this “graphic journal,” 
a graphic novel-scientific journal 
hybrid. 

House No. 1, a B&B in Fort 
Seward, will display “Assemblages 
of Nature,” a porch exhibit of art 
created from natural and found 
materials. 

Port Chilkoot Distillery will be 
holding a “Fun Fair Flashbacks,” a 
display of photos from past Southeast 
Alaska State Fairs by photographer 
Tom Ganner, as well as a digital 
slideshow.

Haines Brewing Company will 
showcase work by local artist Doug 
Blackwell. 

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Borough assembly voted 5-1 to place a proposition on 

the fall ballot that would reallocate one-half percent of tax proceeds 
distributed to the tourism and economic development fund to the 
borough’s areawide general fund.

Currently, a cumulative 5.5 percent sales tax revenue is allocated 
across five departments: 1 percent to economic development, 1.5 
percent to the townsite service area, 1 percent to the areawide general 
fund, one-half percent to medical services and 1.5 percent to capital 
improvement projects.

Assembly members said they’d like discuss the reallocation in finance 
committee so that current tourism projects remain funded.

“I think that this is a good idea in light of the fact that we struggle 
to spend the balance from that tax,” assembly member Heather Lende 
said. “However, I don’t want to see it taking away from the current 
expenditures there at all.”

A portion of the one percent tax pays for the borough’s tourism 
department, including the visitor’s center, salaries, advertising for town 
events and the Southeast Alaska State Fair.

This fiscal year, the sales taxes generated a total $628,000 but less 
than 60 percent of that is budgeted for tourism.

The remainder is allocated to Haines Economic Development Council 
and operating transfers for things like road improvements.

 This year, about $136,000 will remain reserve funds.
Assembly member Tom Morphet opposed the ordinance. He said 

that the finance committee last winter rejected bringing the ordinance 
forward, and asked how it ever left committee.

“I thought it was necessary,” Maidy said. “We need some way to pay 
for our services. We have one fund that we can’t spend all the money 
on and then we have a bunch of people wondering how we’re going to 
pay for police outside of the townsite, and this could cover it. This is 
money that is sitting around doing nothing and I’d like to put it to use.”

In order to spend areawide general fund money on police, the assembly 
and voters would need to approve a charter change. 

Morphet recommended bringing the ordinance back to committee to 
seek feedback from tour operators.

Lende suggested keeping 60 percent of the tax money in the tourism 
department coffers and reallocating 40 percent to areawide funds, so 
the tourism department wouldn’t take any cuts from current funding. 

Assembly member Brenda Josephson asked for an analysis in finance 
committee of an appropriate split so that no programs currently funded 
with tourism lose out.

The ordinance will come before the assembly for its first public hearing 
on August 1 at 6:30 pm, and the finance committee Aug. 13 at 5:30 p.m.

Voters to decide on tour tax

Fair
Headliners

Soul and Funk band Smoke N 
Bones comes from New Orleans.

Grammy-winning Ozomatli will 
perform Latin pop. 

Portland, Oregon native Arietta Ward 
specializes in Gospel and Soul. 
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51st STATE FAIR
FreeJuly 28 - 31, 20162019 Schedule

Home Cooked Meals 
Cabins, Tenting 
RV Parking 
Gas, Propane & Diesel

Call 907-767-5510 
OPEN 10am-7pm
Closed Tuesdays

Try our

Famous Burgers, hand-cut fries, 

pies & specials

including the “Super 33 Mile Burger”

3333 Mile Mile
Roadhouse CafeRoadhouse Cafe

“Couch potatoes rarely make history” Register or sponsor a pole today at totemtrot.com!
SATURDAY AUGUST 17

Friday, July 26

Noon

Time

9:00
8:30
8:00
7:30
7:00
6:30
6:00
5:30
5:00
4:30
4:00

3:00
2:30
2:00
1:30
1:00
12:30

3:30

People’s Choice Judging - All Day - Harriett Hall
1:30 p.m. Sitka Cirque at the Kids’ Stage

4:00 p.m. Peregrine at the Kids’ Stage

Other VenuesPayson’s Pavilion/
Main Stage

Park Stage Klondike Stage

11:30
11:00
10:30
10:00
9:30

Fishpickers

The Perpetual Beer Run

aLittleMentalist
Magic Show! 

Sweet Lillies

Wearable Art Review
followed by Songwriter winner

Sitka Cirque 

Arietta Ward & The 
Voices of Greatness

Smoke N Bones

Whiskeydicks

Siblings & Outlaws

Singer/Songwriter 
Competition

Arietta Ward & The 
Voices of Greatness

Smoke N Bones

Lucid Culture

Jojo et al

Songwriter 
Showcase

aLittleMentalist
Magic Show! 

The Bike 
Friendlies

Extended Play

The God Particles

Adventure Race 
at Dalton City

Southeast Strong 
at Ravens Arena
Beach Wrestling 
at the Klondike

Sammy Burrous 
Blacklisted

The Lack Family

The Whiskeydicks

Lucid Culture

Thursday, July 25

Noon
Time   Payson’s Pavilion/Main Stage   Klondike Stage   Park Stage

9:00
8:30
8:00
7:30
7:00
6:30
6:00
5:30
5:00
4:30
4:00

3:00
2:30
2:00
1:30
1:00
12:30 Men of Note

3:30

Haines Chilkat Dancers

Aurora & the Fun Guys

Sammy Burrous Blacklisted

Square Dance 
with Sweet Sunny North

Dessert Auction

Southeast’s Got Talent! 
Contest

The High 5’s

Klondike 
Open Mic 
with Burfl

Dynoflow

Johnny Buffalo

Michael Smith

KABN

People’s Choice Judging - All Day - Harriett Hall

Jim & Jae Lampkins

The Lack 
Family

See and be seen 
at the fair

Wearable Art 
Review

5PM on the Main Stage
Friday, July 26th

Enjoy the Fair!
from The Chilkat Valley News
Serving the Chilkat Valley for 52 years

Get out and 
support the Arts!

Welcome to the 
Southeast Alaska 

State Fair!

Fair presents revamped 
rides, eclectic music 
and lots of food options

See you at the fair on 
Saturday and Sunday!

By Sarah Chatta                       
Upgraded rides, new musical 

performances, annual contests and 
an array of delectable dishes will 
be featured at this year’s Southeast 
Alaska State Fair.

“I’m really excited to just see how 
it all comes together. I’m excited 
about everything,” 

executive director of the fair, Kari 
Johnson said. 

Headliners

“The music will be great. We have a 
lot of new performers,” Johnson said.

On Friday, headliners Arietta Ward 
(a.k.a. Mz. Etta) and the Voices of 
Greatness and the New Orleans 
five-piece band Smoke N Bones will 
perform soul and funk. 

Ward is a Portland, Oregon native, 
and daughter of one of the city’s jazz 
darlings, Janice Scroggins. “I am 
indeed my mother’s child. All the 
music, all the songs, these are my 
stores. They’re stories that need to be 
told, and I am here to tell them,” Ward 
said about her music on her website. 
She has sung joyous, soulful music 
for audiences throughout the Pacific 
Northwest. Ward and the Voices of 
Greatness will play on the Main Stage 
on Friday at 7:30 p.m., followed by a 
New Orleans band Smoke N Bones 
at 9:30 p.m.

“It’s the first time Smoke N Bones 
has been up (to Alaska),” said the 
band’s guitarist and founder Billy 
Franklin. Franklin has received eight 

See FAIR page 6
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2018 Southeast Alaska State Fair

Smoked & Fresh: Local Salmon, Black Cod & Halibut

 Wed. and Thurs: Open Mic 10 p.m. 
hosted by Andrew Cardella 

Friday: Lucid Culture 11 p.m. 

Saturday: Whiskey Dicks Midnight

Sunday: After Party w/ Sam Burrous 
and Blacklisted 9 p.m. 

Live Music Every Night of the Fair!Canal Marine Co.
Stihl Dealer
 Outboard & 
  Small Engine Repair

9 to 5:30   Monday - Friday
10 to 3 Saturday

OPEN 

r
“If man made it, we can fi x it.”

Have fun 
at the 
fair, 

we’ll see 
you there! 

766-2437 
10 Front Street 

766-2855

Have fun at the fair!

Sunday, July 28

Noon
Time   Payson’s Pavilion/Main Stage   Park Stage   Klondike Stage

3:00
2:30
2:00
1:30
1:00
12:30

Gospel Hour with Arietta Ward & 
The Voices of Greatness

3:45

Zumba

Rastasaurus 

Community Raffl e/All Star Jam

Before the Fair Opens:
9:00 a.m. Garden Tour at Community Garden

11:00 a.m. Disc Golf Tournament at Ravens Arena

Southeast Alaska State 
Fair Raffl e Drawing

Yoga with 
Mandy Ramsey
Sammy Burrous 

Blacklisted

Badd Dog 
Blues Society

Lucy Nieboer

Fair closes at 4:00 p.m. 
See you next year!

Lucid Culture 

---- OPEN ----

7am-7pm Mon-Sat

8am-6pm Sunday

MOUNTAIN MARKET

Saturday, July 27
Time Other VenuesPayson’s Pavilion/

Main Stage
Klondike StagePark Stage

11:30

Noon

9:00
8:30
8:00
7:30
7:00
6:30
6:00
5:30
5:00
4:30
4:00

3:00
2:30
2:00
1:30

1:00

12:30

3:30

11:00

10:30
10:00
9:30

Sweet Lillies

Heavy Freezing SpraySmoke N Bones presents:
Six Decades of Soul

KingSwardFish

The Davis Family

Lucid Culture

Fiddle Contest winner/Sweet Lillies
Sitka Cirque

New Twin

Jilkaat Kwaan 
Heritage Dancers KABN

Rastasaurus 

Fisherman’s 
Rodeo 

in Dalton City

Airport Strangers

Fiddle Contest

Ozomatli 

AllHailAutoPilot Guy Hoffman 
Horseshoe 

Tournament 
at the Klondike

Logging Show 
at the 

logging arena

Rastasaurus

The Rhythm 
Method

Jojo et al

Hui Hula O Manoa
Loveable Dog Contest Finals

Ozomatli

12:00

Bear Wrestling

Andrew Cardella

Bad Hombres

Extended Play
Sweet Lillies

The Lack Family

Kids’ Stage:
1 p.m. Brett Dillingham
1:30 p.m. Sitka Cirque
3 p.m. aLittleMentalist Magic Show
4 p.m. Peregrine Puppets

Before the Fair Opens:
8:30 a.m. Haines Running Club- race starts at Dalton City
10:30 a.m. Most Loveable Dog Contest at Thor’s Fitness
11 a.m. Fair Grand Parade downtown/Main Street
People’s Choice Judging - All Day - Harriett Hall

Fair Week Produce Sale at the Magpie Gallery
Saturday, July 27th 10am-noon

2nd Avenue near the Vistor’s Center 

Certified Naturally Grown in the upper Chilkat Valley

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoff man • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Come for the fair... stay for a lifetime
Always open at www.hainesrealestate.com

Enjoy fi ne handcrafted spirits 
made in Haines

Tasting Room
Summer Hours

Mon - Sat, 12-8pm

www.portchilkootdistillery.com

Cocktails, bottled spirits 
& merchandise for sale

34 Blacksmith St.
in historic Ft. Seward

Welcome to the Southeast 
Alaska State Fair!

Aug�st 2 4-7PM at the For� Seward Sculpt�re Garden 
with produce, ready-to-eat foods, ar�s and music.  There 

will still be the reg�lar Sat�rday Market Aug�st 3, 
10 a.m.-noon at the Fair Grounds.

NO FARMER’S MARKET FAIR WEEKEND.
Come enjoy a 

special Evening 
Far�er’s Market 

First Friday!

“Best of New Orleans” awards for 
his music, and together the band 
has played with prominent New 
Orleans jazz musicians including 
Trombone Shorty, Kermit Ruffinns, 
Bill Summers and Karl Denson. 
“We’re psyched to get up there...
We’ve heard really good things about 
the fair, and of course getting out of 
New Orleans in late July. It’s always 
sweltering at this time.”

On Friday at 4 p.m. Smoke N 
Bones will lead a workshop. “(The 
workshop) will be about New 
Orleans rhythms,” said the band’s 
guitarist and founder Billy Franklin. 
He said the workshop will explore 
the traditions and history of the city’s 
rhythm and music. Smoke N Bones 
is also performing a feature called 
“Six Decades of Soul” on Saturday 
at 7 p.m. They will perform covers 
of six songs from the 1960s to 2010, 
and will be followed by that night’s 
headliners, the Grammy-winning 
Latino-pop group Ozomatli. 

Ozomatli is a Los Angeles-based 
band has played for audiences 
across the globe, including in China, 
Tunisia, Jordan, Madagascar and 
Myanmar. In addition to playing 
wide range of music, the band is 
known for their social activism, 
advocating for farm-workers’ rights 
and immigration reform. In more than 
20 years of traveling, performing and 
activism, the band has been called 
“cultural ambassadors,” by the Los 
Angeles Times, and in 2013, the city 
declared April 23 Ozomatli Day.

Rides and contests

Johnson said there are no new rides 
this year, but “we did go through 
a ride inspection and upgraded a 
lot of (them).” That includes the 
carousel, the Ferris Wheel, the train, 
the climbing wall, the mega slide (a 
large tube-slide) and three inflatable 
rides: the bouncy house, the bungee 
run and jousting on large inflatable 
platforms. 

The fair will feature annual 
contests, including the third annual 
Southeast Strong competition. The 
competition includes four events, 
but organizer Marni Hartman says 
participants can do any or all of 
the events. The first two events are 
pull ups and giant tire flipping. The 
third event is a goblet battle, where 
participants do 20 goblet squats 
and 20 rope slams. The final event 
is a box-jump farmer-carry, where 
participants jump over 24-inch-high 

boxes 20 times, and then pick up 50 
to 75-pound dumb bells and carry 
them across a 50-foot distance. The 
competition is open to people ages 
16 years and older. 

The Beach Wrestling contest will 
be open to people of all ages, Hartman 
said. “We do a youth category 
and age-match. We do a gendered 
category (too) that’s age and size-
matched.” Beach wrestling takes 
place on the volleyball court behind 
Ravyn’s Café, and takes place in a 
large circle. “Take-downs or push-
outs only,” said Hartman. “Either 
take someone out of bounds or take 
them off their feet (to win)” she said. 

Fare

In between concerts, rides and 
contests, fair-goers will be able to 
taste from more than 20 vendors, 
Johnson said, including burritos, 
hamburgers, kettle corn, corn on the 
cob, hot dogs, ice cream, as well as 
ethnic Mediterranean, Mexican and 
Eastern European food. 

New this year, Chef Travis Kukull 
said he will offer “curry-wursts,” 
curry-infused bratwursts invented in 
Germany in 1949. “I guess my curry-
wurst would be a Southeast Asia 
adaptation of the sausage,” Kukull 
said. Over the past week, Kukull 
said he has made 400 curry-wursts 
made of pork infused with Malawi 
curry spice, and 400 bratwurst buns 
cooked on charcoal. He has prepared 
homemade sauerkraut, sambal, and 
other toppings for the curry-wursts, 
but is offering vegetarian and gluten 
free options as well.  

Vija Pelekis will serve homemade 
falafel at her Mediterranean food 
stand. “We will have handmade 
falafels fried, served with local 
greens from Four Winds Farm, and 
pretty much everything green, minus 
the cucumbers, are local. We will 
also be serving homemade hummus. 
Everything is made from scratch, 
including homemade baklava,” said 
Pelekis. “And weather (permitting) 
we will either have fresh, hand 
squeezed lavender or rose lemonade, 
or local teas.”

FAIR from page 5

Be safe and enjoy the Fair!
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Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

Spring Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 7:30am - 5pm

Sat, 8am - 4pm

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Come Check out our Lunch 
and Dinner Specials!

Summer Hours:
Open 7 days a week 11:30am - 9pm

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Everyday 

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

July 21 1969
Governor Keith H. Miller has issued an official 

proclamation declaring today as “Lunar Landing 
Day in Alaska,” to mark the Apollo 11 astronauts’ 
landing on the moon.

“When Neil Armstrong sets foot on the lunar 
surface,” the Governor said in signing the official 
proclamation, “he will have fulfilled what must 
be considered man’s greatest scientific venture of 
all time. I think, however, that there is something 
equally important with the scientific triumph which 
the first footprint will represent. The landing will be 
a triumph of will. Less than twelve years ago, when 
the first Russian satellite orbited the Earth, flight to 
the moon must have seemed vastly further away 
than July of 1969.

“The conviction, the determination, the plain 
ordinary Yankee stubbornness which has seen this 
project through must be considered a major ingredient 
in its expected success. Alaskans and all Americans 
can be tremendously proud of this achievement.”

50th Anniversary of the Lunar Landing: July 21, 
1969

July 21, 1994
Plans for a homeschool consortium are shaping up.
A dozen or more families have expressed interest 

in the program that would bring together homeschool 
students for multi-age, group learning, said Bobbi 
Figdor, who’s organizing afternoon activity sessions.

Ideas so far are leaning toward an academic 
curriculum in the morning, with hands-on learning 
during the afternoon. Student progress still would 
be tracked at home by parents, she said. Organizers 
haven’t decided if they’ll register students through 
the districts, which would allow them access to 
district facilities.

“This isn’t a school. It’s for people who’ve chosen 
to homeschool and want to give their children a 
little more,” Figdor said. Residents with expertise 
in various fields would be tapped to teach courses 
ranging from writing and biology to theater and art.

July 23, 2009
Haines Borough officials this week were grappling 

to respond to an unprecedented spate of vandalism 

at community facilities during the weekend. 
A vandal or vandals on Friday lobbed 10 flower 

boxes, two wooden stools, a garbage can, and a hand 
cart off the Port Chilkoot Dock into Lynn Canal, 
broke two windows in the Visitor Center information 
booth on the dock, stole four fishing rods off a boat in 
the harbor, and defecated on the floors and smeared 
excrement on the  walls at the harbor restrooms.

On Sunday, vandals smashed a window of the 
senior citizen center’s transport van with a fire 
extinguisher, emptying the extinguisher’s contents 
into the van’s interior. They also broke a small 
window at the public library, stealing petty cash 
and donations, the second such crime in two weeks.

In addition, school officials reported someone 
also appeared to have gained entry to the Haines 
School during the weekend, but said nothing was 
missing or broken.

“This can’t be allowed to go on. It’s awful,” said 
borough mayor Jan Hill. “Enforcing a curfew is a 
place to start.”

Hill said when she was growing up youths 
respected the curfew. “I have had several people 
approach me. I think the borough needs to think 
about reinstating the curfew we lived under.

“Times have changed… but I don’t care. (Youths) 
still need to behave and respect other people’s 
property.”

July 23, 2009: ON A WING AND ON A DARE 
- Cyril Sancey of Quebec lifts off Chilkat River 
beach Tuesday morning on a motorized paraglider. 
Winds, however, kept the flight short. 

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

26
26
27
28
28
29
30
31
31
8/1
2

11:00am
12:30pm
11:30am
No JNU
12:00pm
11:45am
11:30am
No JNU
11:45am
11:30am
No JNU

12:30pm
No SGY
1:00pm
7:00am
1:00pm
1:15pm
1:00pm
7:00am
1:45pm
1:00pm
7:00am

LECONTE
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
MALASPINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

26
26
27
28
28
29
30
31
31
8/1
2

4:00pm
No SGY
4:30pm
10:30am
4:30pm
6:15pm
4:30pm
10:30am
6:45pm
4:30pm
10:30am

5:00pm
2:00pm
No JNU
12:00pm
5:30pm
8:15pm
No JNU
12:00pm
8:45pm
No JNU
12:00pm

LECONTE
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
MALASPINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

Sponsored

   by

call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423
AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge

Subscribe to the CVN!
Support independent journalism in Haines.

Borough Briefs
By Jenna Kunze

KHNS asks assembly for funding
 
KHNS has requested $20,000 

from the borough assembly in the 
wake Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s budget 
vetoes that eliminate funding for 
public radio. 

The public radio station is down 
$74,876 this fiscal year in a cut that 
station manager Kay Clements told 
the assembly will be “particularly 
difficult for us.”

“We s tar ted making cuts 
immediately, releasing two long‐held 
part‐time positions, one of which 
is the early morning host; we are 
changing programming distributors 
in an effort to find better deals; we 
are incorporating several economies 
in an effort to keep four full‐time 
local staff who provide local news 
and keep the station transmission 
and programming running but there 
is only so much we can do before 
the station is operating on depleted 
resources and exhaustion,” Clements 
wrote in a letter to the assembly. 

The municipality of Skagway has 
appropriated $20,000 to KHNS, 
which serves both communities.

KHNS is currently sustaining itself 
with money raised in their annual 
fundraiser last month, but July is 
normally the time when the state 
support is received to supplement 
that money, Clements said.

The assembly will address the 
funding request at their Aug. 13 
meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Community waste program 
postponed

A publicly funded community 
solid waste program will not appear 
on the ballot this fall, but was deferred 
to 2020 and unanimously referred 
back to the assembly’s commerce 
committee last week for more work. 

The ordinance would pay for 
solid waste disposal with an up to 1 
percent sales tax increase. It failed 
after a tie vote in 2018, but Sean 
Maidy revived the issue last month 
to address “trash dumped all over the 
land” at Community Waste Solutions. 

Assembly members said on 
Thursday they felt they needed more 
time to educate the public before 
bringing the ordinance to voters.

“I’m glad it’s coming back; 
however I am concerned it might 

not pass because of the same reasons 
it was pulled last time,” assembly 
member Heather Lende said. “I’d 
rather see this wait until the assembly 
and the staff have really hammered 
out the details.”

Maidy and Prisciandaro said that, 
with ballot questions on (potentially) 
changing police charter and sales 
tax on marijuana and alcohol, the 
addition of a solid waste program 
might be overwhelming for the 
public.

“It’s not so much the kinks we need 
to work out as much as the massive 
educational campaign that’s going 
to have to go about the borough. 
“While there are emergency services 
on the ballot, and tax increases, I’m 
concerned that we won’t have the 
time to educate the community,” 
Maidy said. 

The ordinance will go to commerce 
committee on Aug.20 at 5:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.

 
Ballot Proposition Meeting

On Tuesday, July 30, the Haines 
Borough Assembly will hold a 
committee of the whole meeting 
to discuss three possible ballot 
propositions for the Oct. 1 election. 

Among the proposed propositions 
are: a two percent sales tax on both 
alcohol and marijuana, a charter 
change to allow for areawide 
police, and amending use of 
proceeds collected from sales tax to 
reallocation one-half percent from 
tourism and economic development 
to the general fund.

All three propositions are in public 
hearings for the Aug. 1 assembly 
meeting.

Kiehl and Hannan to visit Chilkat 
Valley

On Saturday, Aug. 10, state Sen. 
Jesse Kiehl and Rep. Sara Hannan 
will visit Haines and Klukwan 
for town hall meetings to update 
residents on happenings at the 
Legislature.

 Haines’ town hall will be on Aug. 
10 at 3 p.m. in assembly chambers.

The following day, Klukwan’s 
town hall will be held at 1 p.m. the 
village Hospitality House.

The two officials will hold open 
office hours to meet with interested 
residents on Monday, August 12 from 
9 to 11 a.m. at Mountain Market. 

Kodi passed at home in 
Trenton, after losing his battle 
with colon cancer.

Kodi is survived by son, Aid-
en, sister Nicole Look, broth-
ers Jared Judkins and Charles 
Carl III; parents Chuck and 
Kathy Carl, Haines, Alaska, 
grandparents Maureen Healy 
of Connecticut and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins. A 
celebration of life will be held 
on Aug. 10 at 33 Mile at 3p.m.

Kodi James Carl
Feb. 23, 1984-Aug.28, 2018

“Police expansion all over again” and other essays at
tommorphet.com
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Tuesday, July 16
A caller reported a lost set of 

keys.
A caller reported a camper 

where camping is not permitted.
A caller reported smoke in the 

area.
Wednesday, July 17

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
parked where it shouldn’t be.

A violation of conditions of 
release was investigated.

A caller reported fraudulent 
activity on their computer.

A credit card was returned to  
owner.

A caller reported a tree fallen 
into the roadway blocking one lane.

Haines PD assisted another 
agency.

A caller reported a lost wallet.
A bike was reported stolen.

Thursday, July 18
A caller reported a bear in the 

area.
A cal ler  repor ted salmon 

poachers. AST advised.
Haines PD provided trans-

portation to a citizen.
A caller reported an eagle in 

distress. ABEF advised.
Friday, July 19

A caller reported citizens around 
their residence.

A caller advised a bus parked 
where prohibited.

A caller reported spilled concrete 
in the roadway.

A caller reported dogs in the 
roadway.

HBPD made contact with an 
individual.

A cal ler  requested HBPD 
assistance due to power outage.

A water and sewer alarm was 
received in dispatch. 
Saturday, July 20

HBPD made contact with a 
subject.

A caller reported loud yelling.
Sunday, July 21

HBPD responded to a report of 
a fight.

A caller reported black smoke 
from a burn barrel.

A caller reported a lost wallet.
A violation of conditions of 

release was investigated.
A caller reported a violation of a 

burn permit.
An investigation into a protective 

order violation continues.
A caller reported a customer 

refusing to leave the premises.
A water and sewer alarm 

received in dispatch.
A caller reported the smell of 

propane, HVFD responded.
 Monday, July 15

A caller reported a bear in the 
area with a collar and ear tag.

There were six 911 hang-ups, five 
canine, 7 EMS calls and 8 traffic 
stops during this reporting period. 

Police Report

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

PUBLIC NOTICE
Southeast Roadbuilders is continuing work on the Haines Hwy & 
Old Haines Hwy Resurface - Allen Road to MP 3.5 and Haines Hwy 
to Mud Bay Road and Haines Airport Access Road project.

Sign installation will occur between July 24th and August 1st. 
Striping will continue from August 1st through August 7th. 
Work will continue through August 31, 2019.
Please note all signs, traffi c control devices
and fl aggers. 
Call for further details, 907-766-2833 or 
email cstickler@colaska.com

We apologize in advance for any inconvenience.

•

•
•

•

•

mandated, the “reverse sweep” 
must be passed by legislature. This 
year, the “reverse sweep” never 
happened.

When IPEC customers receive 
their July bill, it will be normal. 
IPEC chose to swallow the extra 
cost. “We are taking the risk that a 
funding source will be identified,” 
said IPEC General Manager and 
CEO Jodi Mitchell. If a source is 
not identified, IPEC plans to charge 
the extra cost back to customers and 
look for other funding sources to 
subsidize the high cost of power, 
said Mitchell.  

All IPEC customers in Klukwan 
and the upper Chilkat Valley 
combined stand to spend an extra 
$21,306 per month, said Mitchell 
of IPEC. 

Looking forward, the House 
Finance Committee is currently 
reviewing an amended version of 
HB2001 which includes a “reverse 
sweep” that would return funds to 
state accounts including PCE. 

Avalanche Center braces for 
budget cuts 

The Haines Avalanche Center 
(HAC) anticipates a 50 percent 
budget cut that may limit its 
educational and forecasting services 
this winter, according to Director 
Erik Stevens. 

“It’s a perfect storm,” Stevens 

said. 
Two of HAC’s primary funding 

sources—the Haines Borough and 
the Alaska Department of Public 
Safety—anticipate limited budgets 
due to state budget cuts. HAC 
relies upon a patchwork of other 
funding sources, many of which 
are vulnerable to the state budget 
crisis and are granted in the fall, 
said Stevens. 

HAC approaches this winter 
without its usual buffer, due in part 
to the Haines Borough Assembly’s 
62.5 percent reduction in funding to 
the center this year. HAC’s formal 
budget request to the assembly was 
declined due to the ongoing budget 
crisis, said Stevens. 

HAC provides a variety of 
forecasting and educational services 
throughout the winter; including 
online snow forecasts issued three-
to-five times per week, free avalanche 
awareness courses and accredited 
avalanche certification courses. 

“Our main goal is not just public 
safety but enabling people to go out 
into the mountains” Stevens said. 
Last winter 19,000 unique visitors 
used HAC’s forecasting website 
and 103 students benefited from 10 
free avalanche awareness courses, 
he said.

“We check the forecast every 
morning before an outing with our 
family,” said resident skier Adam 
McMahan. “Without safe access 

BILLS from page 1
to the backcountry for our kids, it 
would be difficult for us to recreate 
in Haines in the winter,” Emily 
McMahan said. 

Stevens expects that the budget 
cuts will impact both the availability 
and quality of HAC’s services. 
Without more funding, HAC 
anticipates that all three paid staff 
will revert to volunteer mode. HAC 
may limit forecasts to one per week 
and reduce courses, he said. 

Though the program was 
launched by volunteers, “it is not 
a sustainable way to run a center,” 
said Stevens.

Many avalanche centers in the 
lower 48 receive consistent funding 
from the US Forest Service, said 
Stevens. In Alaska most winter 
recreation occurs on state land. 
While Alaska law requires the 
Department of Public Safety to 
develop and implement a statewide 
system, it does not exist. 

To grapple with this lack of state 
support, other communities such as 
Cordova include avalanche funding 
as a line item in their city budgets.

Looking forward, HAC will 
continue pursuing funding sources 
including a non-profit funding 
request to the Borough Assembly, 
said Stevens. 

“We’ll hibernate if we have to 
hibernate,” said Stevens, but “we’ll 
all still be here.”

nine-year-old Ed Warren suffered a spinal stroke last June that has confined 
him to a 375-pound electric wheelchair. They said it is impossible for Ed 
to fly on a small plane, and they rely on the ferry service to transport Ed 
to the Juneau VA clinic.

“He cannot sit independently. He cannot sit at all,” Warren said. “He just 
had his second spinal surgery in six months (in Seattle), and his daughter 
and I both had to be with him on a plane... They put a chest restraint (on 
him), and then we had to hold him up and it was very painful for him. But 
the small plane is impossible. So, between Haines and Juneau, we need the 
ferry for him. If the ferry’s not there we can’t go.” 

Warren said that they have to make routine CAT scan appointments after 
Ed’s surgery, and “we’re going to have to plan the CAT scan appointment 
around the ferry schedule.”

Ed Warren is a Klukwan elder who has lived in the village his entire life. 
He is the uncle of Chilkat Indian Village tribal president Kimberley Strong. 
If ferry service was too limited to accommodate his medical needs, Warren 
said they don’t know what they will do. “I can’t imagine him being anywhere 
but home,” said Warren. “They asked me at the (hospital) last fall, they 
said, ‘have you thought about where you’re going to place your husband’ 
and I said, ‘what do you mean?’ We take this one day at a time with Jesus.”

FERRY from page 3
“Once we heard, we got them on a 

flight. The headliners are making it. 
The attendance stress is still there,” 
Johnson said of fairgoers who booked 
a Thursday or Friday ferry to Haines.

Sarah Lewis, with the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative 
Extension Service, said she is 
working to arrange travel for 43 4-H 
youth who need to get back to Juneau 
on Sunday. 

“We did just start experiencing 
an influx of calls within the last 
hour,” Seaplanes manager Zach 
Tarleton said on Wednesday 
afternoon. “Dispatch is adding as 
many additional planes and seats 
as possible.” Seaplanes general 
manager Carl Ramseth said that the 
company is in the process of adding 
seats to its eight scheduled flights 
each day, plus adding additional 
flights to meet demand. Harris Air 
did not respond by press time.

IBU represents about 430 members 
and is the largest ferry workers’ 
union in Alaska. Ketchikan’s KRBD 
Community Radio reported Tuesday 
that a strike on that scale, “would 
immediately shut down sailings for 
at least half a dozen vessels.” 

Amidst deep cuts to the Alaska 
Marine Highway system, IBU 
has rejected what it calls “the 
package of  harsh measures 
proposed by Governor Dunleavy’s 
administration,” including canceling 
28 negotiated settlements, no wage 
increases over five years, one-year 
contracts, instead of the three-year 
contracts they had been getting and 
several others. 

“We are going to stand up for 
our communities and our workers,” 
Arnold said during a press conference 
Wednesday. “(DOT) refused to 
meet with us... we’ve been treated 

horribly.” 
In a statement on Tuesday, DOT’s 

MacKinnon said, “Our offer, in 
context with other labor contracts, is 
fair on economic terms...This is the 
busiest time of year for the Alaska 
Marine Highways and a shutdown 
of the ferry system will impact 
residents, visitors and commerce.”

Though the IBU has called out the 
administration as a reason for going 
on strike, Governor Dunleavy’s office 
provided no additional statement 
beyond McKinnon’s statement. 

Haines tourism director Carolann 
Wooton said, “I certainly hope that 
something would change... a lot of 
people come to big events with the 
ferry.”

About 10,000 people traveled to 
and from Haines by ferry last July 
and August, according to numbers 
Wooton provided. 

STRIKE from page 1
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

JOB VACANCY. Klukwan School 
is seeking a Cook/Cafeteria 
supe r v i so r  fo r  t he  2019-
2020 school year. Mon.-Fri. 
5.5 hours/day. Star ting pay 
$13.03. Qualifications include 
a high school diploma, have 
or be able to obtain a Food 
Handlers Permit from the State 
of Alaska. Individual must be 
able to perform a wide variety 
of responsibilities associated 
with planning, preparation and 
delivery of breakfast and lunch 
meals for students. Tasks include 
complet ing and submit t ing 
a l l  paperwork pursuant  to 
compliance with the National 
School Lunch Program, be 
familiar with computer use and 
programs necessary for planning 
meals/recipes and generating 
food orders from vendors and 
other associated task. For more 
information, please contact Brad 
King at (907) 697-2248 or bking@
chathamsd.org.

30 FOOT BAYLINER with 3 axle 
steel trailer. Flying bridge, 6 
dry cell battery, 2 350 small 
block Chevy engines with new 
electronic ignition on both engines 
quod props Volvo 280 outdrives, 
2 new alternators, 2 new high 
tech starters, 2 new fuel filters, 
2 new captain’s chairs, 1 new 
double seat up on fly bridge, 
new hydraulic steering both fly 
bridge and at main helms, 2 
new salt water circulation pump 
on engines, antifreeze cooled, 
250 gallon center fuel tank. New 
LED lights in main cabin. Asking 
$6,000 OBO. Call Gene Strong at 
432-298-2446. (cb) 

1 AND 2 - BEDROOM apartment 
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy.  
$775 and $1200 a month.  Utilities 
paid include water & sewer, heat 
which includes electric, garbage 
disposal.  Covered parking, 

storage unit, elevator.  Veterans 
only must verify with DD-214 have 
honorable discharge.  Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska.  (907) 766-3616 
ext  #4.  Email applications may 
be sent to interested parties.  Call 
for more information. (cb)

KENMORE ELITE propane Dryer. 
Asking $50. Contact Dennis@ 
766-3683

1000 SQUARE FEET RENTAL 2 
bdrm trailer on Small Tracts. $700 
per month, six month lease and 
deposit. 907-314-0115. (28-29b)

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 bdrm, 
3bath home. Spectacular ocean/
mountain view. Built in 2015, 
Southern exposure. $355,000. 
Owner will finance. Contact Dan 
Harrington. 850-559-0198. (cb)

2019 TANDEM UTILITY TRAILER. 
$2,700. Contact Dan Harrington 
850-559-0198. (cb)

FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for 
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a 
month, plus utilaties, deposit and 
references. 7675662 (29b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
E q u i p m e n t  O p e r a t o r /
M a i n t e n a n c e  W o r k e r
R e g .  F T  c a r e e r  p o s i t i o n , 
Starting wage: $20.80-$21.80/hr
Fo r  mo re  i n fo  check  www.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring 
app to Clerk at afullerton@haines.
ak.us - open until filled with first 
review date 8/1. EOE. (28-29b)

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Surplus Vehicle & Min. Bid – 2008 
Dodge Charger ($5,000) Soliciting 
sealed bids. Deadline: 2pm, Fri., 
8/2/19, at Clerk’s Office, Borough 
Admin Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., PO 
Box 1209, Haines, AK 99827. Bids 
may be hand-delivered or mailed. 
More info at www.hainesalaska.
gov/rfps.

HAINES BOROUGH
Disposal of Impounded Vehicles.

Per Ordinance 18-06-497, the 
following vehicles shall be disposed 
of by removal to a scrap processing 
yard or auto wrecker not less than 
20 days after this notice has been 
published: Seven vehicles at 817 
Small Tracts Road; a Jeep and 
Chevrolet truck at 1017 Small 
Tracts Road; a Toyota van and two 
motorcycles on Chilkat Lake Road; 

(Un)Classified Ads
an International Flatbed 1200 truck 
on Comstock Road; a Mercury 
Bobcat on Union Street; a Ford 
F-150 at the Eagles Nest trailer park; 
and a Subaru stored at the Public 
Works Shop. All the vehicles but the 
Subaru were voluntarily signed up for 
removal. Vehicles may be redeemed 
by paying the appropriate costs and 
fees.

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR QUOTES 

D-1 Material. The Haines Borough 
is soliciting sealed quotes from 
suppliers to provide D-1 as needed 
by Haines Borough Public Works. 
The amount is not-to-exceed 4,000 
cubic yards through September 30, 
2019. Quote deadline: 2pm, Fri., 
8/2/19, at Clerk’s Office, Borough 
Admin Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., PO 
Box 1209, Haines, AK 99827. Quotes 
may be hand-delivered or mailed. 
More info at www.hainesalaska.
gov/rfps.

HAINES BOROUGH 
JUNK CAR REMOVAL 

PROGRAM
The deadline to sign up vehicles 

for this Haines Borough program is 
Tuesday, July 30th, at 5 p.m. This 
includes vehicles with or without titles. 
Vehicles must be road accessible 
with the Borough’s flatbed truck. The 
fee for removal is $50. Contact 907-
766-6409 or kkielsmeier@haines.
ak.us to sign up.

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Robin Grace LCSW 
Psychotherapy Sessions 
in Haines, June 24-Sept

• 541-914-4914 •
www.robingrace.com

Across from Sheldon Museum

Bear-Rittos 
Eatery

Bear Den Gifts
26th year
Large Gift Shop
Specialty-Hats

Breakfast & Lunch
Open Every Day 7AM-2PM

766-2117

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

Proud to be part of  the Haines community!
Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

5:00 am
7:00 am

9:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm
3:00 pm

5:00 pm
7:00 pm

5:35 am
7:35 am

9:35 am
11:35 pm

1:35 pm
3:35 pm

5:35 pm
7:35 pm

Spring Flight Schedule 
May 4-Augst 9, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

5:50 am
7:20 am

9:50 am
11:50 am

1:50 pm
3:50 pm

5:50 pm
7:50 pm

6:25 am
8:25 am

10:25 am
12:25 pm

2:25pm
4:25 pm

6:25 pm
8:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory
$16.50 per square, 

per week!

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pet of the WeekHEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Summer hours
9Am-5:30Pm, Mon-sat

Lawn Development and 
Erosion Control

J &         J
HYDROSEEDING, LLC     

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com

jjhydroseeding.com

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for one and 
two bedroom apartments.

55 years/+ eligible
Call 766-3199

HAINES BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

August 8, 2019
6:30 p.m. in Assembly 

Chambers (213 Haines Hwy)

Borough Project Review: 
Library Expansion 35/65 
Percent Design

Public Comments may be sent 
in writing to: Haines Borough, 
Planning Commission, Box 
1209, Haines, AK. 99827 or 
to Savannah Maidy sjmaidy@
haines.ak.us or by attending 
the meeting.

•
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 Enjoy the 
Fair!

“Share the Love”
Atlas Vinylglove 620 and 660 gloves
Cheaper by the dozen ~ &3.50/pair

Call for pre-season specials!
In Stock Now!

Surf Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848 
 5”             5-1/4”             5-5/8” 

Patch 
Web

      5-1/8”           5-3/8”            6”

The Chilkoot Indian Association has four, $500, higher education scholarships available for 
tribal members. Contact Heidi @ (907) 766-2323 for more information on how to apply. 

Apply Today!

Chilkoot Indian Association
Federally Recognized Tribe

P.O. Box 490 Haines, Alaska 99827  907.766.2323

Free fire 
starter 

 at the CVN 
office!

Day          Date           High        Low       Rain
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22

62
67
64
60
59
67
80

54
54
54
55
55
49
49

0.03
0.01
0.07
0.01

0
0
0

60
66
64
64
58
67
80

49
50
52
52
51
47
48

0.10
0.08
0.05
Trace
Trace
Trace
0.01

Day          Date           High        Low       Rain

July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22

Summer
Day Camps
Grades K-6

July 29-Aug 1
9AM-3PM

Drop o�  and pick up at ANB Hall
$15 per day, scholarships avail-
able, plus $10 o�  if you pay for 

all 4 days up front!
Register online at:

EchoRanch.org/HainesCamp
- (907) 209-5138 -

EchoRanchHaines@avmi.org

6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

Couple looking to 
house-sit October-April

References available
with two small dogs

480-729-1077
nhackett@pga.com

Contact Niall:

first noticed a sheen at the edge of the 
waterway. At the time, the discovery 
did not ring alarm bells, said Anne-
Marie Palmieri, project manager of 
the 15.5 Mile site with the Alaska 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s contaminated sites 
program. 

“It did not look like a fuel sheen,” 
Palmieri said. “We didn’t really know 
what it meant at the time, because it 
was so small and localized.”

Testing of slough water in 2016 
and 2017 showed no elevated 
contaminant levels. But last month, 
Palmieri received an email from 
the Corps of Engineers with test 
updates from April, with the news 
that the contaminated groundwater 
was likely leaching into the Chilkat 
River Slough.

“The (test) results suggest that 
there was contaminated groundwater 
seeping out of the river bank in 
April,” wrote Beth Astley, project 
manager with the agency’s Formerly 
Used Defense Sites Program.

But in emailed responses to 
questions from the Chilkat Valley 
News, the Corps of Engineers said 
that the contamination was not cause 
for concern.

“We have not observed any 
impacts to ecological receptors 
like plants or animals, and multiple 
surface water samples from the 
slough have not detected any 
petroleum contamination,” a Corps 
spokesperson wrote.

Though a cleanup of the area has 
been in the works for years, the 
discovery of the sheen “reiterates 
the need to address the soil as soon 
as possible,” said Palmieri. It also 
means that the area slated for cleanup 
must be revised. 

Representatives from the Army 
Corps of Engineers met on July 
18 with Haines representatives, 
including Palmieri and directors 
from Lynn Canal Conservation and 

Takshanuk Watershed Council. 
“You can see a sheen,” said Jessica 

Plachta, executive director of Lynn 
Canal Conservation, who visited 
the site. “It’s clearly still an active 
contaminated site.”

Contaminants from the slough 
could eventually travel to the Chilkat 
River, where they might pose a threat 
to juvenile salmon, said Poinsette. 
“Theoretically, if any of them passed 
through that plume of benzene,” he 
said, “it would kill them.”

The Corps is currently preparing 
an environmental assessment of the 
site, the agency said in an emailed 
response. “We are considering 
removing soil from both sides of 
the highway, targeting the areas 
with the highest levels of soil 
contamination,” the response reads. 
“Residual contamination may remain 
underneath the highway, so we 
are considering the addition of 
an oxygen-releasing compound 
to the system to further promote 
microbial degradation of the residual 
petroleum.”

The agency said that “it is possible” 
the cleanup could take place in spring 
or summer of next year. 

Cleanup plans at the site are 
complicated by construction plans 
on Haines Highway, which straddles 
the contamination site. Construction 
on the highway from milepost 12 to 
23 is slated to begin in 2020. 

“All this work we’re doing in 
partnership with the Corps and DEC 
in figuring out how to deal with that 
contamination,” said Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman Aurah 
Landau. 

While Poinsette expressed support 
for the Corps of Engineers’ cleanup, 
he voiced concerns that the proposed 
action might leave contaminated soil 
underneath the Haines Highway.

 “We’d like to see a complete 
cleanup, a cleanup of the entire site, 
and not just part of it,” he said. 

SLOUGH from page 1

The cast dances and sings as they show How to Beg for a Dog during the LCCP’s Summer Youth Theater 
Conservatory’s performance of “How To Eat Like a Child and Other Lessons in Not Being a Grownup” at 
the Chilkat Center for the Arts on Saturday, July 20. Cindy Schultz photo

McConnell Robinson, left and Sophia Hedden show How to Treat Boredom during the LCCP’s Summer 
Youth Theater Conservatory’s performance of “How To Eat Like a Child and Other Lessons in Not Being 
a Grownup” at the Chilkat Center for the Arts on Saturday, July 20. Cindy Schultz photo


