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Coliseum building sold

- page 12

Police find ‘mystery
room’ full of evidence

Chilkat Valley News
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7 Mile pullout an
eyesore no more

Above, resident Tim Ackerman at 7 Mile this week after the area was cleared of junked trailers 
and trash. Below, the site before the cleanup. Tim Ackerman and Tom Morphet photos.

By Tom Morphet
Native groups and the State of Alaska have cleaned 

up and cordoned off a Haines Highway pullout that 
for decades attracted squatters, partiers and illegal 
trash dumpers.

 “The main thing is it was getting to be an 
environmental issue. People were camped out here 
and trash was piled up two feet high,” said resident 
Tim Ackerman, a local tribal member who pushed 
for the effort at 7 Mile Haines Highway. 

 The cleanup was a coordinated effort between 
the Department of Transportation, Sealaska regional 
Native corporation and Chilkoot Indian Association.

Changes on Main St.

Haislers will
close Sept. 30

By Karen Garcia
A Haines businessman this 

week added the former Coliseum 
Theater building to his growing 
list of local real estate purchases.

Chiropractor Chris Thorgesen 
confirmed this week that he 
bought the landmark Main Street 
structure, which has sat vacant 
since 2009 when Connie’s Cafe 
closed its doors.

Thorgesen  a l so  recen t ly 
purchased the old Mountain View 
Motel, which he is turning into 
studio apartments. This spring, he 
bought the former Elks Lodge and 
converted it into an exercise center.

“My ultimate goal is to make 
Haines the town I want to live in,” 
Thorgesen said.

The building will likely be leased 
to a restaurant, but Thorgesen said 
he didn’t want to release details as 
the lease hasn’t yet been finalized 
and signed.

When asked why he decided 
to buy the building from Gross 
Alaska, Inc., Thorgesen replied, 
“Because someone needed to do 
it. It was rotting away.”

Real estate agent Karen Wright 
and her husband Jeff tacked bright 
red “SOLD” signs to the building 
Wednesday morning, only a month 
after Wright took over the property 
from another real estate firm.   

Wright attributed the quick sale 
to marketing. “I’m about results, 
to be honest,” she said. “You can 
have the best party in the world, 
but unless you invite people to the 
party, no one will show up.”

It probably didn’t hurt that the 
price also decreased slightly, from 

$298,000 to $290,000, Wright said. 
The asking price was $290,000, 
but Wright couldn’t confirm if that 
is what the building sold for.

In the spring of 2014, the Gross 
family was asking $425,000 for 
the building.

Joanie Wagner, who owns a 
business across the street, said 
she is excited for the building to 
be occupied again. The recent 
sale paired with the nearby 
development of the Aspen Hotel 
and Haines Brewing Company 
buildings will bring more people 
downtown, she said.

“Downtown is a vital, living 
place again,” Wagner said.

Alaska Arts Confluence creative 
director Carol Tuynman, whose 
Main Street office is also across 
the street, said the vacant building 
has achieved symbolic status 
in the community, representing 
the  s t ruggle  of  downtown 
revitalization.

“It’s an interesting perception, 
that Main Street couldn’t be 
vibrant again until that building 
was back in business,” Tuynman 
said. “Everyone has been trying to 
make something like this happen, 
and it happened.”

The structure, built around 

See SALE page 12 

Library expansion grows new wing
By Karen Garcia

Following a June visit by the 
Rasmuson Foundation, Haines 
Borough Public Library Board 
members have decided to think 
big when it comes to a planned 
expansion project.

 Conceptual plans for the 
expansion now include a large 
community room addition to 
the existing reading room. The 
addition, about 1,350 square feet 
and meant to hold about 100 
people, would extend northwest 
off the reading room. 

 It would also push the wall 
containing the giant windows 
overlooking the Haines School 
track out about another 12 feet.  

 The board on Monday gave 
library director Patty Brown the 
green light to move forward with 
the concept, which also includes 
former plans for construction of 
a teen room/reading area on the 
south end of the building, and 
an employee work station on the 
north end.

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Police 

Department last week discovered 
a “secret” room at the station 
that turned out to be an evidence 
storage repository.

Interim chief Robert Griffiths said 
the case of the “mystery room” is a 
prime example of the impact high 
turnover can have on an agency. 

Officers found the door in the 
back of the station’s locked storage 
room, behind piles of boxes and 
other items. 

“As we cleared the storeroom, 
organizing and shelving old 
equipment and forms, identifying 
items for disposal and old records 
to be placed on the pending 
disposal list, we cleared a path to 
the mystery door,” Griffiths said.

Because the storage room was 
packed beyond capacity and had 
been neglected, nobody knew 
about the hidden door, he said.

“No one currently in the police, 
fire or facility maintenance 
departments knew what was 
behind the door,” Griffiths said.

None of the office keys fit the 

 Brown estimated the total 
project would cost about $1.2 
million.

 W h e n  t h e  R a s m u s o n 
Foundation board of directors 
came to Haines in June, assistant 
library director Rebecca Heaton 
presented on the former plan, 
which only included the small 
north and south additions.

 “They really want to see us 
thinking about 10 years from 
now,”  Brown sa id .  “Thei r 
recommendation was that we go 
bigger.”

 Between the existing reading 
room and the proposed community 
room addition, the library would 
be able to accommodate 200 
visitors. 

 Board member Lorrie Dudzik 
said the expansion isn’t meant to 
compete with other large venues 
like the Chilkat Center. “You can 
have 200 people at the Chilkat 
Center, but it’s fixed seating. It’s 
a theater. It’s perfect for all those 
theater things that we do, but it 

isn’t a place where you can move 
the tables around and move the 
chairs around,” Dudzik said.

 Assistant director Heaton 
said the existing reading room 
is completely packed seven or 
eight times a month, with all seats 
taken and some people sitting on 
the floor. “That’s not a program 
drawing people in. That’s just 
people sitting there,” Heaton said.

 According to current statistics, 
total  program and meeting 
attendance (for library programs, 
non-library programs and meeting 
room use) reached more than 
11,400 in fiscal year 2015. That’s 
compared to 10,100 in FY14 and 
10,200 in FY13.

 Annual visits reached 88,400 
people in the last fiscal year, 
compared to 87,900 in FY14 and 
82,800 in FY13.

 Between July and August, 
Brown said, the library topped 800 
visitors on six days.

lock, so fireman Al Badgley came 
in to help remove the hinges and 
gain access to the room.

“We discovered it was, indeed, a 
long-term evidence storage room, 
containing large bulky items 
as well as old case evidence,” 
Griffiths said.

The room contained a car door, 
an old piece of a door-jam, liquor 
bottles, and sealed bags and boxes 
with unknown contents. “I had no 
legitimate reason to open anything 
at that time, so we’ll have to 
investigate when we have the time 
to devote to the task,” he said.

Police secured the door back in 
place, and eventually discovered 
that their evidence room keys 
unlocked the door.

“This discovery likely doubled 
the amount of time our evidence 
audit will take, as each item must 
be researched to determine if 
it needs to be retained, can be 
returned to an original owner, 
is eligible for other disposal 
processes defined in borough and 
state codes, or must be destroyed,” 
Griffiths said.

Ryan a finalist for facilities job - page 4 HARK founder Gilman dies - page 9
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 As it was only about 15 years ago that brown bear sows and cubs 
started showing up in numbers along the Chilkoot River during daylight 
hours, the wildlife spectacle there is a recent gift to us. We’re still trying 
to figure out what to do with it.

 Meaningful management of the Chilkoot would likely mean reduced 
access for people, so it’s understandable that there’s no concerted effort 
by the community to change the status quo. In tourism, close views of 
bears are cash money. Reduced access means less money for someone.

 Step right up if you’d like the job of deciding who will earn less.
 A solitary bear monitor sounds like a decent Band-Aid, but until 

there are major changes in the Alaska Legislature, long-term funding 
for that position isn’t likely. Haines was lucky to survive the most 
recent round of cuts with staffing intact. Parks staffing was reduced 
or eliminated at parks in Sitka, Valdez and near Dillingham.

 Haines Borough funding of a bear monitor position might be an 
interim solution, but would likely hit resistance from assembly members. 
The assembly has reduced support for local nonprofits, so securing 
local money to prop up a state-owned site would be a battle royal.

 The Chilkoot is a knotty situation, but it would be worse without the 
volunteer efforts of the Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation, a citizens’ 
group that has led bear safety education efforts and worked to develop 
an appreciation of what has sprung up out there.

 The foundation’s second Celebration of Bears last weekend was 
a worthwhile endeavor, aimed at increasing understanding of bears 
among adults and children, with talks, demonstrations and activities. 
It’s not surprising that many of the foundation’s members are Chilkoot-
area residents. They’re protecting their neighborhood and what makes 
it special, as we all should. 

 If you care about the Chilkoot bears, consider making a donation 
to the Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation, Box 1188, Haines, AK. As the 
sole organization to brave some leadership on this ssue, they deserve 
our support.

 In an understated way, the Haines Borough School Board made 
history last week when it agreed to spend $7,000 to have the Alaska 
Association of School Boards help it find a new superintendent.

 It’s the first time – at least in memory – that a local government unit 
has spent a significant sum to hire professionals to help recruit and 
hire a high-level public official.

 Government spending watchdogs may scoff, but the wisdom of 
putting hiring into the hands of professionals is well established. 
Consider that companies of any size typically pay a “human resources 
manager” to find the right people for their organizations. 

 Municipalities comparable to Haines have hired recruitment firms, 
in part so they can begin their searches with the broadest possible fields 
of candidates. Using such a firm, Petersburg started with more than 50 
candidates the last time it went looking for a police chief. The last time 
the police chief job opened here, Haines started with 16 candidates.  

Also, the math pencils out. Say school superintendents cost at least 
$100,000 a year. In an ideal situation with a superintendent staying on 
the job five to 10 years, that’s an investment of $500,000 to $1 million. 

On that scale, $7,000 is a pittance for ensuring a solid hire, 
particularly considering the cost of a bad hire, including hours and 
money spent re-advertising, re-interviewing, and re-deliberating and 
repaying finalists’ travel costs.

 As evidenced by recent turnover in high-level positions including 
superintendent and police chief, hiring the right people for our town’s 
top jobs is enormously important. The right people bring stability, 
continuity, and public confidence and support. 

 That’s why it’s worth paying pros to help us find them and land them.   
- Tom Morphet
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Letters to the Editor

Thursday, Aug. 27
 Culture Day: Peyote Stitching with Rainy 
Kasko, 7 p.m. at the library. Limited to 15 
participants. Call 766-3830 to sign up. 
Friday, Aug. 28
 Klukwan Blueberry Festival, starts at 8:30 
a.m. at the Klukwan ANS Hall. Same time 
Saturday.
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 9:30 a.m. 
in assembly chambers. 
 Public Safety Commission meeting, noon 
in assembly chambers. Discussion of the minor 
offenses ordinance. 
 Library afterschool programs. Snack 
Attack, 3:30 p.m. Homework Help, 4:30 p.m. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 Southeast Alaska State Fair Annual 
Membership Meeting and Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner, 5 p.m. for meeting and 6 
p.m. for dinner at Harriett Hall. 
 American Legion Burger Night, 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Legion Hall. Every Friday.
 Bingo, 7 p.m. at the ANB Hall. Sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce. Every Friday.
Saturday, Aug. 29
 Specialized Dog Training Classes, 1 p.m. 
at HARK. Call for details, 766-3334. Every 
Saturday. 
 From Forest to Sea Local Foods Dinner, 6 
p.m. at the Senior Center. Dinner by guest chef 
Michele Genest, author of “Boreal Gourmet” 
and “Boreal Feast.” Fundraiser for the Sheldon 
Museum. Tickets available at the Babbling Book 
and the museum. 
 House Concert for Hospice of Haines, 6:30 
p.m. at 10 Mile Lutak Road. Food, drinks and 
acoustic music by the God Particles. Call 766-
2584 for tickets.
Sunday, Aug. 30
 Anne Hanssen Retirement Party, 12:30 p.m. 
at the Senior Center. Bring a salad or finger food 
to share. 
 Meet, Greet and Pizza with Haines Borough 
Assembly Candidate Margaret Friedenauer, 5 
to 7 p.m. at the Klondike. 
Monday, Aug. 31
 Government Affairs  and Services 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers. Discussion of the minor offenses 
ordinance. 
Tuesday, Sept. 1
 Reading and discussion with author Carole 
Sarles Downing, 2 to 4 p.m. at the library. 
Downing is a former Juneau hospice nurse and 
author of “Singing Beyond Sorrow.” 
 Teen Game Lab, 3:30 p.m. at the library. Play 
the Inupiaq videogame “Never Alone.”

 Government Affairs and Services 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers. Discussion of federal, state and local 
priorities. 
 Hospice of Haines Annual Grief Support 
Group begins. Runs every Tuesday through 
Oct. 6 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Call 766-3645 or 
303-7036 to register. 
 Tech Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at the library. Learn 
the basic set-up of iPads and mobile devices to 
properly access apps, accounts and email. Learn 
to share photos on social media. Every Tuesday.
Wednesday, Sept. 2
  Public Hearing on Police Chief Hire, 6 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Led by the Public 
Safety Commission. Share your thoughts on 
what Haines needs in a new police chief. 
Thursday, Sept. 3
 Chamber of Commerce Board meeting, 9 
a.m. in the chamber conference room.  
 Christy Hays and Beth Chrisman in 
Concert, 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Presented 
by the Haines Arts Council. 
Friday, Sept. 4
 First Friday in Haines, 5 to 7 p.m. around 
town. Totem pole unveiling and Native dancers 
at the museum. Storytelling with Merrick and 
Hannah Bochart at the Arts Confluence office. 
See ads for events at other businesses. 
Saturday, Sept. 5
 Patriot Golf Day Fundraiser, 9 a.m. at the 
Valley of the Eagles Golf Links. Nine holes, two-
man scramble. All proceeds benefit the Folds of 
Honor Foundation. 
 Haines School Cross-Country Meet, 1:30 
p.m. at the Southeast Alaska State Fairgrounds.
Tuesday, Sept. 8
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers. 
Wednesday, Sept. 9
 ANB/ANS Salmon Bake, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the ANB Hall. 
Thursday, Sept. 10
 Haines Woman’s Club meeting, 5 p.m. at 
the library. Dues are due. 
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Fish and Game Annual Moose Hunt 
Meeting, 7 to 9 p.m. at the American Bald Eagle 
Foundation. Discussion of moose management 
and how to determine a legal moose. 
Friday, Sept. 11
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the library. Discussion of printing 
photographs. 

By Karen Garcia    
Sockeye Cycle had a celebrity 

guest on one of its Skagway 
bicycle tours last week. Academy 
Award-winning actor Gene 
Hackman  and wife  Betsy 
Arakawa went on the five-mile 
Rainforest Bicycle Tour to Dyea 
on Aug. 21. Hackman wore a 
baseball cap and sunglasses to 
stay as inconspicuous as possible, 
said Sockeye Cycle assistant 
manager Paul Duyckinck . 
Guide Jeff Hu said Hackman 
was not really recognized by 
anyone and just seemed to be any 
other person on tour. Hackman is 
known for his roles in “The French 
Connection,” “Unforgiven” and 
“Mississippi Burning.”

  Tia Heywood  recently 
returned from teaching English 
at a school summer camp in the 
suburbs of Zhongshan, a city in 
southern China. Heywood taught 
three terms over the course of 
one month. Highlights included 
visiting a tooth factory, hiking 
around the Huangshan mountains, 
and meeting up with summertime 
Haines residents Bob and Lisa 
Krebs in Shenzhen. Heywood’s 
college friend Surbhi Madan is 
cur ren t ly  v is i t ing .  Madan 
decided to come to Alaska after 
completing an internship at 
Google this summer, as Haines 

was a bit closer than her home in 
Chandigarh, India.

 Jillian Rogers is the new 
KHNS news director. Rogers 
arrived in Haines last week. 
Originally from Ontario, Canada, 
Rogers has worked for the Yukon 
News, the Arctic Sounder and the 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. In 
2004, she moved to Fairbanks 
to pursue dog-mushing and 
subsequently moved to Big Lake 
in early 2009 to train and race. 
She moved to Homer in late 
2009, where she wrote for the 
Arctic Sounder covering climate 
change, Native issues and crime. 
Rogers moved to Haines with two 
of her retired lead dogs and her pet 
greyhound.

  Krista Kielsmeier returned 
this week from a whirlwind trip 
through the Midwest. Kielsmeier 
visited friends and family in Iowa, 
Illinois and Nebraska. She also 
attended the PGA Championship 
golf tournament in Kohler, Wis., 
with parents Jerry and Linda 
Kielsmeier. The group watched 
Kielsmeier’s favorite golfer, Phil 
Mickelson, play 81 holes of golf 
over five days. Kielsmeier got an 
autograph from Mickelson and 
fist-bumped him out on the course. 
During her vacation, she also 
attended the Iowa State Fair with 
brother Jack Kielsmeier, sister-

in-law Shelly and 11-month-old 
nephew Conor.

 Dr. Robin Houston, Pamela 
Poon and Danny Hirsch were in 
Haines earlier this month, following 
a reunion of participants in the Mount 
Logan High Altitude Physiology 
Study, conducted during the 1970s 

Jones Point property open to recreation
 Thanks to all those that came out for the End of Summer Fun Run 

with the Takshanuk Watershed Council and the Southeast Alaska  State 
Fair! A special thanks to the Chilkoot Indian Association for providing 
the grill for the barbecue after the run. We look forward to hosting more 
fun events at the Jones Point property in the future! Also, a reminder 
that the property is open for non-motorized recreation!

Meredith Pochardt

Start lottery on when Lutak Dock will fall
By jove, I’ve got it. We should have a contest to guess when the 

Lutak Dock in Haines is going to collapse into the sea. It will be like 
that Nenana ice thing. How’s that for making lemonade out of lemons?  
The winner will get most of the money but some will go to helping 
Lutak Dock. Of course, we won’t raise the $20 million needed to fix 
this 63-year-old structure, but we could raise enough for the cheese 
plates and two boxes of coffee they buy that no one drinks when the 
engineers come to show us concepts. Haines Borough’s plan for this 
dock right now is to wish for the money. That is another reason I think 
it will collapse. They are free to write in and correct me if not.

 I am picking 7 p.m. on December 15, 2016, just because it is winter 
and I read the engineer’s report condemning it and I kayaked in front 
of it and there are 22 of 28 steel support beams that have fallen into 
the canal. It is steel in water. It is going to go. 

 The solution is to take the money from the steel monstrosity they are 
going to build in the front of town, write off the $2 million in engineering 
for that, then put the rest into fixing a desperate and liability-laden 
Lutak. But that will be tough to go through, so we can play the game 
until then. See me to get a ticket.

         
  Joe Parnell

MORE LETTERS page 3
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Biologist: Enforce rules at Chilkoot  

Tania Lewis speaks at last week’s Celebration of Bears festival at 
Harriett Hall. 

ANB/ANS 
Salmon Bake 

Wednesday, 
September 9th •11-2 

ANB/ANS Hall

September 4th  5 - 7 pm
Featuring the Paintings of

Carol Clifton
Music, Refreshments & Carol’s Petit Fours 

Summer Hours: Mon-Sat 11-5
 Main Street 

llc.
 First Friday 

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Jim Studley, Associate Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Land

Specializing in 
locally made and 

Alaskan-made 
arts and gifts

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Located on Portage Street
766-2031

Open 
Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday & Saturday

Crab thieves, you should be proud
 I would like to thank the low-life S.O.B who has robbed my crab 
pots the last two times I put them out. Being on a set income, I evidently 
don’t need the crab near as much as they do! A crab pot thief is in the 
same class as a burglar, hold-up man or someone who steals from your 
car at night. Our society is leaning more and more toward: “Someone 
else owes me. You have something I want, so it is okay if I take it.” I 
wonder if this type of thinking would have anything to do with people 
not wanting to move here. I hope, if you have children, they are really 
proud of you! 

                   
Gary E. Hess

Bears still being abused at Chilkoot
I have photos of a red truck with Alaska plates chasing a sow and 

cubs down the road at Chilkoot. They show a bear on its hind legs, 
nearly vertical, trying to get out of the way, but only yards from the 
truck. In another incident, a truck came around the corner without 
slowing down and cubs had to leap out of the way. A truck and boat 
stopped by the crowd, and out came a laughing female fish counter and, 
I assume, her supervisor. The state of Alaska has a legal responsibility 
when an incident will occur. Best wishes to the bears and the bear 
foundation folks. 

Dusan Cizman

LETTERS from page 2

By Tom Morphet 
Making human use predictable 

and preventing bears from getting 
human food – including fish from 
anglers – should be top priorities 
along the Chilkoot River corridor, 
a National Park Service biologist 
told a crowd at last week’s second 
annual Celebration of Bears 
festival.

 Tania  Lewis ,  a  wildl i fe 
biologist at Glacier Bay National 
Park, said to address bear conflicts 
at the park’s Bartlett River area, 
the agency required fishermen 
to keep food, including caught 
fish, within six feet of reach. It 
also prohibited cleaning fish and 
leaving carcasses at the river.

 At a bear-viewing area in 
Katmai National Park, anglers 
are permitted to catch one fish 
and must immediately take it to a 
freezer whole, she said.

 At viewing areas where wild 
bears become habituated to the 
presence of people, monitoring 
or enforcement are essential 
for keeping human behavior 
consistent and preventing bears 
from becoming food-conditioned, 
Lewis said.

 Lewis’ talk focused mainly 
on bears in Glacier Bay, where 
they’re relatively recent arrivals. 
The bay was glaciated to Icy Strait 
250 years ago. Brown bears in 
the park live on soapberries, rye 
grass, willow leaves and nesting 
bird eggs. Protein sources include 
mussels and small fish scavenged 
from under rocks, she said.

 There are three genetically 
distinct populations of brown 
bears in the park: a population 
descended from a small, original 
colonizing group, and others 
descended from Yakutat-area 
bears and ones from the Chilkat 

area, she said.
 Brown bears  have been 

displacing black bears in the park. 
Black bears reside in the park’s 
wooded areas, whereas brown 
bears can be found in all areas of 
the park, she said.

 The effects of climate change 
on bears aren’t certain, but appear 
mixed, Lewis said. Warmer ocean 
temperatures could decrease 
salmon populations and warmer 
temperatures might reduce some 
alpine habitat, but food in the 
form of berries and flowers would 
increase and receding glaciers 
could increase habitat and genetic 
mixing.

 Bigger threats to bears in 
Alaska include hunting, illegal 
kills and kills in defense of life 
and property, she said.

 Strategic habitat loss also 
could affect localized populations, 
she said, showing a slide of the 
Haines townsite that shows the 
town is a “pinch point” in the 
Chilkat peninsula. If the area 
became dense with houses, that 
could largely cut off access to the 
peninsula for bears.

 Sponsored by the Haines-based 
Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation, 
the weekend’s event included 
talks, children’s activities, films 
and demonstrations.  About 

100 people attended Friday’s 
activities, which included Lewis’ 
talk.

 Foundation officials this week 
expressed satisfaction with the 
event but said they might look 
to hold some festival programs 
near the Chilkoot River. “A good 
portion of our audience is out 
there. We’ve discussed having 
part of our programs there, but 
we have to clear that with parks,” 
said Pam Randles, the group’s 
executive director.

 Board member Dan Egolf said 
the group will meet in coming 
weeks to discuss next year’s 
event. 

 Problems persist at Chilkoot, 
he said. He picked up three 
discarded diapers there last week 
and spoke to a fisherman holding 
a fish who said he’d pitch it to a 
bear if approached by one. 

 The angler just didn’t know 
the proper thing to do, Egolf said. 
Most visitors want to do the right 
thing, but don’t know what that 
is, he said. “The most important 
thing of all is getting that bear 
monitor.”

 Egolf expressed little hope 
the State of Alaska would come 
up with a good solution to issues 
there and said funding might have 
to come locally. “Obviously (the 
state park) budget has been cut 
and it will be cut again. I think it’s 
time we just try to figure it out on 
this end.”

CHRISTY HAYS & 
BETH CHRISMAN

Thursday
September 3

7 pm 
at the Chilkat Center
Presented by the 

Haines Arts Council

Texas Songwriters in Alaska

� e Golden Tour

  Decorative Concrete   
    Stamped & Dyed for driveways, 

    floors and walkways
  Retaining Wall Blocks 

    Stamped or Plain!
  Also Wire Mesh, Rebar, Snap Ties 

    & Form Clips

766-3999

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in the 
US. Help prevent it by calling:
Careline 
1-877-266-HELP
or text 
“4HELP” 
to 
839863.

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment
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Hays and 
Chrisman to 
play Sept. 3

Lemcke leaves facilities job, sees Ryan as replacement

Robin Grace LCSW, Psychotherapist
In Haines July-September

Off Season SKYPE and Phone Sessions
  541-914-4914 • www.robingrace.com

   

identi� ed by the Paci� c Salmon Treaty.  
Jones said “they by far are the leaders 
along the entire coast in the � eld of stock 
assessment,” and he hopes the Initiative can 
“move those methodologies northward to 
the rest of the state.”
   “During the downturn in Chinook 
production, folks were asking why these 
� sh were not coming back. In Southeast, 
our projects identi� ed the problem was not 
the fresh water environment,” Jones said. 
“We were � nding that the � sh were dying 
in the marine environment at a higher rate 
than ever before. We couldn’t say that up 
north because we didn’t have the projects 
in the water.”
        Chinook salmon spend � ve years at sea 
before returning to their home streams to 
spawn, and their runs consist of multiple 
age classes, with � ve year olds being 
dominant.  � is year, the runs showed 
some hopeful signs.
     “Long story short – what we’ve seen in 
recent years is back to back poor brood 
year production over multiple years,” Jones 
explained. “But this year we � nally saw a 
bright spot with that 2010 brood year, and 
next year we have very good con� dence 
in average to above average production of 
six year olds. � at’s a good sign, but what 
we really need to see is back to back good 
brood years. � en I’ll start saying we’re 
climbing out of the hole and starting to 
cycle in the other direction.”
 
 Big BOF agenda - � e state Board 

� is column sponsored by :

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch
August 21, 2015
 
  One of the casualties of this year’s 
budget cuts was funds for a program aimed 
at discovering why Alaska’s Chinook 
salmon stocks have been declining since 
2007.  
   A � ve year, $30 million Chinook 
Salmon Research Initiative launched in 
2013 included more than 100 researchers 
focused on three dozen projects in 12 
major river systems from Southeast to the 
Yukon. Now the ambitious e� ort has been 
cut to just over one dozen projects.
        “When we saw we weren’t going to get 
a third appropriation this � scal year, we 
had to step back and narrow the focus, and 
make sure key projects still had money to 
continue for at least the next two years,” 
said Ed Jones, a coordinator with the state 
Sport Fish Division who oversees the 
Initiative team.
    � e project has received two $7.5 
million appropriations so far, and just over 
$6 million remains. “We’re hopeful that 
another appropriation will come down 
the pike,” Jones said. “� ese are long term 
endeavors and we’ve just now scratched 
the surface of the research.”
      Continuing will be Chinook harvest 
sampling programs at Prince William 
Sound, Kodiak and Cook Inlet and 
Southeast.
     Chinook salmon stock assessments in 
Southeast Alaska have been in the water 
since the early 1990s in response to needs 

of Fisheries will take up 215 proposals 
during its 2015/2016 meeting cycle, 
which begins in late October.  � e focus 
this cycle is on the Alaska Peninsula, 
Bristol Bay and AYK (Arctic/Yukon/
Kuskokwim) regions.  � ere are 70 
management proposals on the agenda for 
Bristol Bay, 24 for commercial � sheries.

 Halibut happenings - � e interim 
meeting of the International Paci� c 
Halibut Commission is set for December 
1-2 in Seattle. � e public can submit 
regulation or management proposals to 
the IPHC by October 31  for consideration 
at its 92nd annual meeting set for January 
in Juneau. At that meeting the 2016 
halibut catch limits, season dates and any 
new rules for the � shery will be decided.  
http://www.iphc.int/
 
 Eat more � sh! - Most Americans are 
not eating enough seafood, according 
to a national study by the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. � e study was based on an 
evaluation of food-intake data collected 
from a representative sampling of the U.S. 
population in a national survey called 
“What We Eat in America.”
    Groups associated with eating less (or 
no) seafood were women, people aged 19 
to 30, and people of lower income and 
education levels.
       Latest data from 2013 lists U.S. seafood 
consumption at about 15 pounds per 
capita.

766-3572209 Tower Road

SALE!
Organic arT-shirts

$15

M, T & W  11 - 5 or by appt

forget-me-not gallery

By Karen Garcia
Haines  Borough in ter im 

public facilities director Brian 
Lemcke is recommending the 
municipality hire Haines resident 
Brad Ryan as his successor.

  Lemcke finished out his 
interim position this week. He 
had been on the job since early 
May, and also worked in the 
position from July 2011 through 
September 2012.

The borough received 14 
applications for the permanent 
job .  Ryan ,  the  on ly  loca l 
appl icant ,  and three  other 
f inal is ts  were selected for 
interviews.

Ryan has served as executive 
d i rec to r  o f  the  Sou theas t 
Alaska Watershed Counci l 
s ince  November  2013.  He 
previously worked as executive 
di rector  of  the  Takshanuk 
Watershed Council, science 

director and grant writer for the 
Chilkoot Indian Association, 
and research fisheries biologist 
for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Association.

He has a PhD in environmental 
science and bachelor’s degree in 
biology.

In his cover letter, Ryan said 
he believes his experience is 
“perfectly aligned” with the 
public facilities director position. 

“I currently work throughout 
S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w i t h 
communit ies  helping them 
secure funding and provide the 
capacity to complete desired 
projects  that  wil l  improve 
their quality of life. I provide 
project management, permitting, 
b u d g e t  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d 
grant writing/management to 
seven communities throughout 
Southeast Alaska,” Ryan wrote.

Lemcke said Ryan is his 

favorite for the job because he 
lives in Haines. “I think we have 
a good group (of finalists), and 
the fact that there is a local person 
involved carries huge weight with 
me as far as already having a sense 
of how the community works,” 
Lemcke said.

The other three finalists are 
William Dennis of Madison, 
Kansas; Thomas Mannatt of 
Cloverdale, Calif.; and Vincent 
Shevham of Harper, Ore. They 
were interviewed by Lemcke, 
manage r  Dav id  Sosa  and 
harbormaster Shawn Bell.

S h e v h a m  w o r k s  a s 
construction manager for the 
Oregon -based  Pa rame t r i x 
Engineering and previously 
w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  O r e g o n 
Department of Transportation.

Mannatt worked for the past 
eight years as city engineer 
and sewer director for the City 

of Willits, Calif. He designed 
roads, storm drains, water mains, 
sewer systems and other city 
projects. He also oversaw a $24 
million redesign and upgrade of 
the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant.

Dennis is a retired U.S. Navy 
lieutenant commander who has 
27 years of experience managing 
operations and maintenance of 
electrical transmission systems 
and nuclear propulsion plants.  

When he first came back to 
fill the interim position, Lemcke 
said he was skeptical that the 
borough even needed to keep the 
job on the payroll.

“I was a little bit vocal about 
saying they don’t need to fill 
this position, but I’ve had a 
complete change of heart. There 
are some things on the horizon 
that somebody needs to be on 
top of,” Lemcke said.

Big upcoming or ongoing 
responsibilities include the Small 
Boat Harbor expansion project, 
Lutak Dock project, wastewater 
treatment plant replacement and 
Piedad water project. Lemcke 
also recently started using GPS 
to map the borough’s entire 
utility system to replace old, 
outdated information, a project 
he hopes the next facilities 
director will continue to move 
forward.

“My advice to the next person 
is keep some boundaries in place 
and not let the job overcome 
your personal life. Focus on 
moving things ahead,” Lemcke 
said.

Sosa said the committee 
is reviewing results of the 
interviews and soon will decide 
whether to recommend one 
candidate, narrow the field 
further or restart the search.

By Karen Garcia
Former Haines resident 

Christy Hays is bringing 
her smooth vocals and 
Americana sound to the 
Chilkat Center at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 3.

H a y s  w i l l  b e 
accompanied by fiddle 
player and vocalist Beth 
Chrisman, a member of 
the bluesy Carper Family 
band.

The show is presented 
b y  t h e  H a i n e s  A r t s 
Council.

Hays  played in Haines 
last year with Kris Jones, 
another former Haines 
resident.

Hays writes and sings 
songs about  s t ruggles 
and hard times, but her 
music isn’t necessarily 
downbeat .  “She’s  got 
a nice sound. It’s not a 
downer. Her songs tend 
to make you feel good,”  
said arts council president 
Tom Heywood.

Hays  and  Chr i sman 
a r e   m a k i n g  t h e i r 
“Golden Tour,”  visiting 
small towns like Ester 
and Denali, as well as 
Anchorage,  Fairbanks 
and Juneau. 

Ticke ts  a re  $15  for 
adults and $5 for students. 

 Early this week, Michelle 
Genest of Whitehorse, Y.T., was 
tucking into a dinner of chick-pea 
curry with a sauce of rosehips she 
picked and rhubarb she grew.

 Arguably the region’s most 
prominent locavore, Genest will 
prepare a gourmet meal at the 
senior center Saturday using 
regional and wild foods.

It’s a a fundraiser for the 
Sheldon Museum with a menu 
featuring elk, wild mushrooms, 
locally grown cherries and root 
vegetables, and wine with courses.

 Genest is author of “The 
Boreal Gourmet” and “The Boreal 
Feast,” cookbooks of dishes using 
northern foods. Her message isn’t 
about eating organic or saving the 
planet, though. It’s about eating 
well.

 “Taste and deliciousness are 
my standards,” Genest said in an 
interview this week.

 Years ago while living in 
Greece on little money, Genest 
found she could make a dinner 
from wild greens and mushrooms 
she picked and fish she caught. On 
moving North decades later, she 
discovered a similar food ethic.

 “I discovered everyone here 
was doing that already. It was 
just part of life for First Nations 
people and a big part of newcomer 
culture,” Genest said. Besides 
being a great way to prepare food 
and supplement one’s diet, eating 
locally “is also a great way to 
connect us to the natural world 
that we live in,” she said.

 Genest describes herself as a 
consummate forager. One of her 
motivations for bringing dinner 
to town – besides her passion 
for the local museum – is to hunt 
up some chanterelle mushrooms 
and harvest alpine blueberries in 
Chilkat Pass. 

 The body of knowledge of 
local foods is growing, she said. 
She recently came across a sharp-
tasting mushroom called suillus 
tomentosus, while traveling on 
the Cassiar Highway.

  But she’ll be using milder, 

more popular ones in her dinner’s 
pate, Genest said. “We’ll be really 
cautious with the mushrooms 
we’re using.”

 Proceeds from the dinner 
will go toward the $100,000 the 
museum must raise annually 
that pays for electricity, heat and 
offerings such as Tlingit language 
class and after-school programs. 

 The museum also is installing 
a new research center to improve 
access to its world-class archives, 
which will be relocated, along 
with the museum gift shop and 
office, into the building’s lower 
level, making more room upstairs 
for exhibits and galleries.

 Tickets are $100 ($80 for 
museum members) and available 
at the museum and at Babbling 
Book.  Some discounts are 
available for event volunteers and 
for people donating local foods. 
Contact the museum, 766-2366.

Boreal locavore to fix gourmet meal for museum

Michelle Genest



August 27, 2015 Chilkat Valley News Page 5

Sitka slide crushed Friskes’ home

Golf links get publicity

DIGGING IN -- Department of Transportation workers dug up Second Avenue Tuesday to patch a 
rusted out storm drain culvert. Rocks and material had been falling into the culvert, creating several 
large sinkholes in the asphalt above. Karen Garcia photo. 

Therapeutic Massage 
                    & Craniosacral Work
303-7036   Liz Marantz-Falvey -  CMT

Caroline’s Closet

M-F 10-6 • Saturday 12-6 •  Sunday 12-5

20 % 
OFF

sale effective 
8/28 - 9/3 2nd & Main St

ALASKA 
BREWING CO.
Hospice of Haines
Annual Grief Support Group

Tuesdays  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
September 1st 

through
October 6th

Open to anyone who is 
grieving over the loss of
a loved one through death.

Liz Marantz-Falvey, the 
Hospice Bereavement 
Facilitator, will guide the 
group.

Please call the Hospice offi ce, 766-3645, or call Liz, 303-
7036, to register. Pre-registration is required; no walk-ins 
can be accepted. There is a suggested donation of $30 for 
the six-week group.

HAINES BOROUGH
MUNICIPAL ELECTION OCTOBER 6

                                                         BE SURE YOU ARE PROPERLY REGISTERED!
      you are not currently registered;
 you have moved into or out of the borough since the last election;
 you have not voted within the last two years in a regular election;
      you may � nd that you are not properly registered or that your 
      name has been purged from the state voter list. 

You must be registered on or before Sunday, September 6, 2015 to be 
eligible to vote in the October 6, 2015 Haines Borough election. You may 
register at the Borough Administration Building weekdays from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. or with a registrar in your area. 

If you suspect that your registration needs to be updated (address change, 
etc.), please call the Division of Elections now and check on it! (907) 465-3021

Forms are available at the Borough Administration Building or the 
Division of Election website: http://elections.alaska.gov/vi_vr_how.php.

IF

Starting 

Closure of Haisler Hardware
“CLOSE-OUT” SALES prior to closing the store
 Friday, September 4      25% discount on all items storewide
 Friday, September 11     50% discount on all items storewide
 Friday, September 18    75% discount on all items storewide
 Friday, September 25   EXTRA SPECIAL SALES
All Sales after August 28 will be by cash, credit card or check. 
No further charges. All charge accounts should be paid by the end of September.
Jeff will continue to cut and thread pipe and cut glass by appointment.
Call Town House Enterprises at 766-2591 or cell at 303-1010. Please use basement back door. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone who shopped with us during our 45 years of business. 

Haines First Annual 
Pre-Election 

Open Mic Night
Hosted by Borough 
Assembly Candidate 

TRESHAM GREGG 

Come share your 
thoughts and 
visions 
about Haines

Monday, Sept 14 
Chilkat Center Lobby  

7-9 pm
Refreshments provided

Paid for by
Tresham Gregg Box 776 Haines, Alaska 99827

By Tom Morphet 
Former resident Andrew Friske 

this week said he feels lucky his 
family wasn’t hurt in an Aug. 18 
landslide in Sitka that crushed 
his house and claimed the lives 
of three men he knew.

 Friske is a 1996 Haines High 
School graduate and Mount 
Edgecumbe High School principal 
whose parents, Terry and Sylvia 
Friske, taught school in Haines. 
Since April, Friske and his parents 
have been building a duplex in the 
Kramer Avenue subdivision they 
planned to share.

 On the morning of the slide, 
Friske’s wife Becky and their two 
young children planned to go to 
the duplex and paint some trim 
in the garage they’d set up the 
previous night. 

 Fortunately, they got off to a 
late start. A landslide at 9:45 a.m. 
that started 1,000 feet above the 

house knocked down trees that 
destroyed half of it, collapsed 
the garage and “pushed in” the 
structure’s entryway and kitchen. 

 “The only thing that wasn’t 
touched were my parents’ 
bedroom and bath… More than 
likely, we lost everything,” Friske 
said in an interview this week. 

 An electrician working in 
Friske’s house saw a wall of logs 
20-30 feet high pass by. “He said it 
looked like a train going by.”  The 
man heard and felt the slide, but it 
hit so quickly, he just dropped to 
his knees and prayed, Friske said.

 Two workers painting a house 
50 feet downhill of Friske’s died 
in the slide. Elmer and Ulises Diaz 
had played on Friske’s junior high 
basketball team and on city league 
teams with Friske. William Stortz, 
a municipal building inspector 
and fire marshal who also died in 
the slide, had worked on Friske’s 
house.

 “The house in front of us 
disappeared. There was nothing 
left. Not even the foundation. It 
was pushed off its foundation and 
covered up by logs,” Friske said.

 Evidence of the force of the 
slide is that there’s an excavator 

pushed up against his house’s 
garage, under a pile of sheared 
trees that’s about 20 feet high, 
Friske said.

 Friske is now unsure of his 
neighborhood. “We definitely 
want to do as much research as we 
can” including getting geological 
information about the slope’s 
future stability. “We love the area, 
but after this we’re going to have 
a hard time falling asleep in the 
house if it’s raining.”          

 The loss of the house is a 
financial blow, Friske said, as 
early word from an insurance 
adjuster isn’t good. Also, because 
the house is not considered the 
family’s primary residence, it’s 
not eligible for some types of 
government assistance.

 “My parents kind of put their 
life savings into this house and 
now it’s spent. So we’re working 
on things,” Friske said.

 The family was planning to 
move in by October, but is now 
unsure of its next move, Friske 
said. “We were planning this 
for a long time. We made it 
ADA compliant for my family 
as they got older. Now we’re re-
evaluating everything.”

 Valley of the Eagles Golf Links 
is getting some back-to-back press 
coverage. The local golf course 
featured prominently in an eight-
page spread in the September 
edition of Golf Digest about 
Anchorage, Palmer, Haines and 
Juneau courses.

 The  annua l  ba ld  eag l e 
congregation also gets a mention 
in the piece. The courses “integrate 
the player into this incredible 
scenery... in playing a round, 
you become part of it,” wrote 
photographer Dom Furore.

 The magazine piece apparently 
also inspired a visit by John 
Henebry, who photographs 
golf courses around the world. 
Henebry will incorporate a Haines 
shot of Valley of the Eagles in his 
2016 calendar, said Niall Hackett, 
pro at the local course.

 Hackett said managers of the 
course are excited by the publicity. 
“(The Golf Digest piece) is a pretty 
good story about golf and nature 

and the balance between both, 
which is what we’re about up here.”

 Hackett said Henebry was 
impressed by the setting of the 
course, which compares well to 
ones in places like Scotland and 
Hawaii. “It’s just a different kind of 
beauty, to have a golf course here.”

 Links owner Stan Jones 
said he’s hoping the publicity 
boosts numbers at the course, 
particularly from cruise ships. He 
says the course attracts about 400 
cruise ship passengers per year. 
Increasing that number is key to 
making the course break even 
some day, he said.

 A golf tour is sold aboard 
Holland America ships visiting 
Haines  and  aboard  Royal 
Caribbean and Silver Seas ships 
in Skagway. “(The publicity) is 
an honor. If somehow it could 
be leveraged to get more ships in 
Skagway to sell a tour here, that 
would be a major thing,” Jones 
said. 
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STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

Outfi tter       Sporting Goods

HAINES QUICK SHOP 

Outfitter Liquor
Open 8 am till Midnight 

7 days a week                                

Hunting Season is HERE
JUST ARRIVED NEW HUNTING RIFLES & SHOTGUNS!

All Outdoor Edge Knives 10% off
Scent Killer Clothing Spray & Wash 20 % off

We have what you need to make 
that hunt successful!

8am ‘til 6pm766-3221

Cold Drinks • Snacks • Movie Rentals • ATM Available
 Open 7 am till Midnight • 7 days a week

MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

New RVCA Men’s Tees, Pants, Hats
                      Women’s Tees, Prints, Pants
New HARO 2016 Mtn Bikes Flight Line Series - All Sizes

Tues-Sat 
10am ‘til 6pm

Marine and RV Condos
For Sale or Lease

HEATED  
20 x 50 Units

Call 766-3713

Owner Financing 
Available 

 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  n e w 
superintendent Rich Carlson, the 
Haines Borough School District 
hired 10 new teachers this year. 
 Four are profiled in this week’s 
CVN. Brief features on six others 
will be published in next week’s 
newspaper.

Jason Muccino is the seventh 
person to hold the full-time music 
teacher job at Haines School since 
2002. But the 18-year veteran 
teacher said he’s not daunted by 
the job’s high turnover.

 “I’m hoping to end that. I have 
some good plans. The community 
is great. The kids are great, and 
everyone seems supportive,” 
Muccino said this week. 

 Muccino is a saxophone player 
who taught elementary music 
programs in his native New Jersey 
for 10 years before getting the 
travel bug while visiting schools 
in Japan under a three-week 
Fulbright program. 

 He went on to teach all levels 
of music at schools in Malaysia, 
China and Thailand. Most recently 
he taught at a private international 
school in Egypt. Three years 
ago, he spent a year in Klawock 
teaching music in grades 5-12, 
as well as fourth-grade language 
arts and math. He visited Haines 
during a student music festival 
that year, he said.

  Muccino said he’s spoken with 
former teacher Kristy Totten to 
help make the transition. “We’ve 
been emailing for months. She 
was tremendous.”

 As music teacher for grades 
5-12, Muccino will lead at 
least five bands and two choirs. 
Although he has primarily taught 
band in his career, he’s certified 
and qualified to teach vocal and 
instrumental music.

 Muccino said he’s not daunted 
by the work load of the job, as the 
school here is small. 

 “My main focus will be to 
build the music program as much 
as I can, mainly in the high school, 
but I hope to get all the kids 
excited about music” and get the 
community involved as well.

 Students and parents can 
follow his programs on the school 
district’s website, which will 
include information on what 
students are working on and 
what’s coming up.

 T h e  s c h o o l ’s  m u s i c a l 
instruments show some wear and 
tear, he said. “Hopefully at some 
point we’ll be able to get more 
instruments, but right now I don’t 
have any concerns.”

 Sara Hadad, the school’s new 
technology integration specialist, 
has worked 13 years as a teacher, 
including at the elementary, 
middle school and high school 
levels.

 A native of Trinidad, Colo., 
Hadad also has taught at a 
junior college and spent three 
years teaching computer skills 
to prisoners as part of their 
rehabilitation and job training. In 
addition, she worked two years as 

a probation officer.
 Hadad said she understands 

that some residents are skeptical 
of a recent school initiative 
putting more focus on computers. 
“This job exists everywhere. The 
technology is there but teachers 
don’t have time to adapt all their 
lessons” to computer applications.

 “My job is to be an expert 
on what’s available and how it 
can be used (and to) integrate 
technology into the curriculum 
they’re already teaching,” Hadad 
said. “Kids already know how to 
use computers. They need to learn 
how to use them in school.”

 Technology can allow more 
than one student at a time to write 
into a document and to “see” an 
algebraic equation in the form of a 
graph, as it changes using differnt 
variables “It helps abstract ideas 
make more sense,” she said.

 Hadad expects to work with 
teachers during the planning time 
and after hours, and she’ll also co-
teach. “(Teachers) give me lists of 
what they’re looking for so I can 
go out and find what’s available.”

 In one recent case, the district 
had a sixth-grade class available 
through Google. “People didn’t 
realize what it was capable of.”

 Computers can streamline 
classroom work and assignments 
by allowing students to pick up 
lessons anywhere and easily find 
due dates and other information. 
“It’s how we work as adults all the 
time,” Hadad said.

 Her grant-funded position will 
include instructing students on 
basic care of computers.

 Hadad has previously worked 
as a school technology coordinator. 
She said fully integrating new 
technology into classrooms is 
typically a three-year process.

 

 Jason Eson brings a diversity 
of experience to his job as special 
education teacher in the middle 
school, serving students in grades 
5-8.

 Eson has an undergraduate 
degree in media production and 
had a film production company in 
Florida, making promotional and 
educational videos. He also has 
built trails in state and national 
parks in Alaska, operated a bicycle 
shop and worked at a fish hatchery 
in Port Armstrong.

 Eson was drawn into teaching 
by the interaction he had with 
people at those jobs, and the 
opportunities he had to learn from 
and teach others. Over time, he 
also learned patience, he said. 

 He worked as an intensive 
needs aide at the junior high 
level in Juneau the past two years 
and has a teaching degree from 

University of Alaska-Southeast.
 Eson said that his job, while 

having challenging aspects, 
involves just a handful of students, 
making it more rewarding for him, 
as he can see individual students 
improve. 

 “It’s super rewarding and 
something where you can see 
progress every day. It’s gratifying 
to help everyone learn and teach 
more effectively,” Eson said.

 Eson said his job is to watch 
teachers and students and to 
design and implement strategies 
to make teaching of special needs 
students more effective. 

 As an aide in Juneau, he worked 
with intellectually impaired 
sixth graders who initially could 
identify only about 15 letters in 
the alphabet. At the end of his 
second year with the students, 
they were reading at a third-grade 
level, he said, and could read 
directions on a frozen dinner.

 “It gave them life skills 
they otherwise wouldn’t have. 
When you give someone a skill 
that allows them to live more 
independently, their life is going 
to be so much richer for it,” Eson 
said.

 E s o n  a l s o  t a u g h t 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  a t  U A S . 
“Hopefully, on some basis, I can 
do some of that here.”

 Tracy Wirak operated a science 
camp in Haines the last two 
summers and taught sixth grade 
for two years at Napi Elementary 
School in Browning, Mont.

 This year she’s teaching 
math to fourth and fifth-graders 
and reading to grades 4-6. Her 
goals including helping students 
build up “number sense.” She 
also wants to build students’ 
vocabulary in math and reading.

 Wirak said she likes to take 
time to learn students’ individual 
learning styles and she encourages 
creativity and enthusiasm in the 
classroom. 

Wirak is using the district’s new 
math curriculum called “Math in 
Focus” based on a model from 
Singapore that’s proven very 
successful.

 She uses “manipulatives” like 
tokens for students to learn in a 
hands-on way. “It’s about getting 
a sense of how numbers work and 

the value of numbers. There’s also 
a lot of problem-solving and a lot 
of word problems. Rather than 
just looking at numbers, we’re 
really breaking it down, so they 
understand why math works.”

 By learning the building 
blocks of math, students can 
apply math to more of their day-
to-day challenges, according to 
the curriculum.

 Also in Wirak’s class, students 
will get to talk about their ideas, 
including in groups. “They get 
to share their ideas as much as 
possible.” 

 In reading, Wirak is planning 
readers’ theaters as well as 
workshops in which students 
meet in small groups and discuss 
challenging books, including 
characters and elements of books 
they did and didn’t enjoy.

 “It’s more exciting to read in a 
group and share ideas about what 
you’re reading,” Wirak said.

  About half the reading will 
be nonfiction, aimed at teaching 
students how to read and learn from 
nonfiction, including biographies 
and instructional reading such as 
recipes and directions in building 
things.

 

Teachers
bring wide
experience 

Jason Muccino

Sara Hadad

Jason Eson

Tracy Wirak

Jason Muccino Sarah Hadad Jason Eson Tracy Wirak
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Swim club starts
season Sept. 2

RECYCLE YOUR CVN!

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Left, senior Kai Hays runs along River Road as part of a cross-country tream workout Tuesday. At 
right, coach Tara Bicknell (third from left) leads team members in warm-ups. 

Certain health conditions put women at risk for heart disease and 
cancer. Invest in your health with a visit to your provider every year. 
See if you’re eligible for free screenings with the WISEWOMAN Program.

Visit SEARHC.org to find a provider in your area.

Start a tradition of prevention.

  

Women

are at  

risk!

Chamber Survey Results
Mobile Retail

The Borough is currently allowing shops on wheels on a 
temporary basis. What is your understanding of temporary?

Chamber members: Check your email inbox for this week’s survey.

Space provided by the CVN.

Do you support the Borough permitting retail businesses 
utilizing trailers (shops on wheels)?

Seasonally for as many years as the business operates
One season
Less than 3 years

Yes
No 
Yes, conditional to location

  8
  5
13

Which of these statements best refl ects your opinion?
I support shops on wheels, but only if all are located 
in one designated area 
I support allowing shops on wheels seasonally, for a 
limited time 
I do not support shops on wheels
I support shops on wheels wherever, whenever
Skipped

16
11

8

6

6
4

16
3

 Alaska Arts Confl uence

First Friday Sept. 4TH 5 to 7 pm

&

The Musicians of  Bremen Town: 
a retelling in painting and prose

Exhibition and Reading
A work in progress by the Bochart Sisters

Merrick and Hannah  

Meet the Artists Reception 217 Main Street

The Haines High School cross-
country team’s home meet on 
Saturday, Sept. 5, is expected 
to include a community run for 
all-comers.

Event times and attending 
schools still were being ironed out 
this week, following a practice 
when the Glacier Bears braved a 
trek up Cemetery Hill.

The Haines meet at the Southeast 
Alaska State Fairgrounds is the 
team’s season opener. The squad 
also is scheduled to compete 
in Wrangell, Ketchikan and 
Juneau prior to the state meet in 
Anchorage on Oct. 3.

More than 20 students have 
turned out for practices, under 
the direction of coaches Tara 
Bicknell ,  Lil ly Boron and 
Alixanne Goodman.

“We have a lot of younger 
runners this year, which is super 
exciting,” Bicknell said. “We’ve 
seen big improvements in a short 
amount of time.”

Goodman said the team is “a 
pretty young group that is going to 
excel as they get older,” but senior 
leaders have been nurturing the 
newcomers “like a mother duck 
and all the ducklings.”

Senior  Zane Durr  in  an 
interview this week was quick to 
name the “awesome” sophomore 
Tulsi Zahnow as one of the 

squad’s young stars.
Durr said he’ll be more focused 

in his senior season. “I’m hoping 
to do a lot better this year.”

Senior Jenae Larson said she is 
looking forward to having more 
girls on the squad. “I’m pretty 
excited about it. We finally have 
a full girls’ team to compete as a 

team, not individuals.”
Keegan Sundberg, a 2015 

Haines graduate, was the Glacier 
Bears’ lone state qualifier last 
season. He placed 29th of 129 
boys’ runners at state. Another 
departure is senior Neil Little, 
who figured to be among the 
Glacier Bears’ top returnees this 

The Haines Dolphin swim 
team’s season kickoff is set for 
3:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 2, at 
the pool.

The event features a pool party, 
registration, and a meet-and-greet 
with team coaches.

Team registration and fee 
payment also can be completed 
online at www.hainesdolphins.
org. Multi-swimmer discounts for 
families are available.

Practices start Thursday, Sept. 
3, for prior-year Dolphins and 
Friday, Sept. 4, for new team 
members. There will be no 
practices on Labor Day.

The Dolphins have a new 
head coach this season, Lauren 
Rutland, who previously coached 
in Colorado and Hawaii.

year but moved to Sitka.
As a team, the Haines boys 

finished sixth at the 2014 regional 
meet among small schools, 
trailing Sitka, Petersburg, Mount 
Edgecumbe, Craig and Kake. The 
girls also placed sixth overall, 
behind Mount Edgecumbe, 
Petersburg, Wrangell, Sitka and 
Craig.

Regional competitors who are 
back for the Glacier Bears include 

seniors Durr, Casey Bradford and 
Matthew Green, junior Mori Hays 
and sophomore Hudson Sage for 
the boys; and Zahnow, Larson, 
and senior Destinee Cowart for 
the girls.

Cowart joined cross-country as 
a junior to prepare for basketball 
season.

“I feel a lot better about this 
season than I did last year,” she 
said. “We’ll have a pretty fast 
team, hopefully.”

Cross-country squads off and running; home meet Sept. 5
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Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

   8:05 am  8:20 am Daily
 10:50 am 11:05 am Sun Only
  8:05 pm  8:20 pm M-F + Sun

  5:10 am  5:45 am M-Sat
  7:15 am  7:50 am Daily
10:00 am  10:35 am Sun Only
10:45 am  11:20 am M-Sat
12:15 pm  1:30 pm Daily
  1:45 pm  2:20 pm M-Sat
  4:30 pm  5:05 pm Daily
  7:15 pm  7:50 pm M-Sat

  5:00 am  5:35 am M-F
  6:05 am  6:40 am M-Sat
  8:05 am  9:25 am Daily
10:50 am  12:05 pm Sun Only
11:40 am  12:15 pm M-Sat
  1:45 pm  2:20 pm Daily
  2:40 pm  3:15 pm M-F + Sun
  5:25 pm  6:00 pm  Daily
  8:05 pm  9:20 pm M-F + Sun

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 

   4:30 am  4:45 am M-F
   1:15 pm 1:30 pm Daily

schedule eff ecti ve May 1st - September 12th, 2015

Lutak RFQ withdrawn

CLEANUP from page 1

Chamber Members
Let’s Find our Voice!
Participate in our opinion 

survey in this week’s 
Chamber Connection in your email

Subscribe to the 
Chilkat 
Valley 
News

Local Subscriptions
$44.31

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Friday 28 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Saturday 29 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Sunday  30 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Tuesday 1 10:45 am 12:45 pm
Tuesday 1 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Wednesday 2 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Thursday         3           4:30 am      6:30 am
Thursday 3 5:00 pm 6:00 pm
Friday 4 4:00 pm 5:00 pm 
Saturday  5 4:00 pm 5:00 pm

Friday 28 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Saturday 29 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Sunday  30 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Monday 31 4:15 pm 6:15 pm
Tuesday 1          11:30 am    12:30 pm
Wednesday 2 11:30 am  12:30 pm
Wednesday      2           9:30 pm    11:30 pm 
Thursday        3         12:30 pm     1:30 pm
Friday              4         11:30 am    12:30 pm 
Saturday         5         11:30 am     12:30 pm

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479
• Courtesy Van Service 

• Scheduled Sunday Morning Service
• IFR certifi ed in Caravan and Chieftain

August 29th - September 4th Flight Schedule
  Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY 

    5:30 am
    6:50 am
    9:15 am
  11:15 am
    2:45 pm
    5:30 pm
    6:45 pm

  6:40 am  M-F
  7:25 am  X Sun
  9:50 am
11:50 am
  3:20 pm
  6:05 pm
  7:55 pm

    5:30 am
    8:30 am
  10:30 am
    2:00 pm
    4:45 pm
    6:00 pm

    6:40 am X Sun
    9:05 am 
  11:05 am
    2:35 pm
    5:20 pm
    6:35 pm

  5:45 am  M-F
  7:00 pm

  5:30 am
  6:45 pm

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS
     6:25 am           6:40 am X Sun

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

 Besides trash, the area was 
littered with trailers, appliances, 
furniture and old vehicles. The 
turning point came last year 
when a man living at the site was 
indicted in a number of crimes, 
including shooting a family of 
brown bears and stealing an ATV 
from a nearby gravel pit.

 “The bandit kid put the kibosh 
on it,” said Ackerman, who 
sent photos of the trashed site 
to Sealaska, which owns the 
historic Native fishing camp in 
protectorship for the tribe. 

 CIA administrator Harriet 
Brouillette said the tribe and 
Sealaska signed a memorandum 
of agreement three years ago to 
have the tribe maintain the land. 
Under its historic designation, the 
land can’t be developed and is to 
be used by tribal members for 
traditional purposes, she said.

 “This area has been used and  
abused. It’s been hard for tribal 
members to stand by and watch,” 
Brouillette said. She said even 
many residents aren’t aware the 
pullout is Native land.

 “Hopefully, with knowledge 
about what the land means to 

the tribe, people may behave 
differently out there,” said 
Brouillette.

 Ackerman was parked at 7 
Mile this week, watching goats 
on a mountainside. With the junk 
removed, the riverside pullout 
is a pretty spot, in a grove of 
cottonwoods and with a view 
toward the Kicking Horse Valley, 
he said.

Residents of the highway 
neighborhood are determined 
that the area not become trashed 
again, he said. “The message is 
clear. Everybody is watching it.”

A c k e r m a n  s a i d  h e  w a s 
concerned that closure of an area 
across the street from the pullout 
known as “The Redneck Rifle 
Range” has pushed shooters up 
to a site at 24 Mile that’s now 

being trashed and contaminated 
with lead.

 “There needs to be something 
somewhere to accommodate 
people who just need a place 
to sight their guns in” that’s 
not as expensive as the $35 
membership required to use the 
Haines Sportsman’s Association 
rifle range, Ackerman said.

 Michele Metz, lands manager 
for Sealaska, said the corporation 
was hoping to work with the 
state to create parking at 7 Mile 
opposite from the Native site. The 
corporation also would like to see 
better signage there.

 “The short-term action was to 
clean up the area and give it some 
protection,” Metz said.

 O v e r n i g h t  c a m p i n g  i s 
prohibited at the site, which is 

for day use by Natives only, Metz 
said. “We’ve spoken to the state 
trooper and he’s willing to give us 
some help with that.”

 Users of the site are asked to 
haul out garbage, as there are 
no plans to put either trash cans 
or rest rooms there. State DOT 

spokesman Jeremy Woodrow 
said that due to budget cuts, his 
agency is looking at eliminating 
trash cans and outhouses it already 
maintains along the state’s roads.

T h e  p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s 
state right-of-way and Native 
land.  

Fr iends are  gr ieving the 
sudden death of former fabric 
store owner and bookkeeper 
Rhona Nelson, 70. She died 
of an apparent heart attack at 
her home Aug. 14. Nelson was 
cremated and a small, private 
service is planned. 

Friend Cheryl Mullins said 
she would remember Nelson’s 
generosity and good humor. 
“When I was going through my 
divorce, I lived with her for two 
years,” Mullins said. They called 
each other sister. “I’m really 
going to miss her. Rhona had 
a big heart, a great laugh, and 
sharp sense of humor that was a 
little on the naughty side.”

Donna Walter recalled the time 
she was in Nelson’s Material 
Girls store selecting fabric for 
a banner for the Presbyterian 
Church, when Nelson gave it to 
her for free. “ I didn’t know her 
well, but she said, ‘I don’t go to 
church, but you can just have it, 
no charge.’ I always thought that 
was very nice of her,” Walter 
said.

Quilter Leslee Downer said 
Nelson was a positive force 
in sewing circles. Nelson’s 
store had a wide selection she 
managed to fit in a little space. 
“For a small town like Haines to 
have a fabric shop is a luxury, and 
hers was just beautiful,” Downer 

said. “Rhona was a joyful part of 
our lives. She’d laugh and make 
witty observations that would 
get us all giggling.”

Nelson came to Haines about 
30 years ago with then-husband 
Jim Woodring. They lived in 
a cabin on his family’s upper 
highway homestead. She worked 
at the 33 Mile Roadhouse,  
where she made friends easily, 
said former cafe owner Kathi 
Lapp. “She was a super person, 
hardworking, outgoing and 
honest. You always knew where 
you stood with Rhona. She never 
minded telling you how she 
felt,” Lapp said.

After the marriage ended, 
Nelson went to work in town at 
Bigfoot Auto as a bookkeeper 
and eventually married company 
president Paul Nelson.  She was 
close to his son Christopher. 
After  the  marr iage ended, 
Nelson opened the fabric shop, 
a lifelong dream.

“Rhona was  an  amazing 
qui l ter,  and a  real ly  good 
crocheter. She could whip out 
a blanket in like two days,” 
Mullins said. 

Ne l son  a l so  l i ked  pe t s , 
reading, watching TV mysteries, 
and working Sudoku puzzles. At 
the time of her death she was 
working as a bookkeeper for 
Haines Home Building.

Nelson was born July 23, 
1945 in California. She moved 
with her parents, postal worker 
Clarence Frederick Miels and 
homemaker  Romell  Miels , 
to St.  Paul,  Minn.  Nelson 
graduated from high school 
in  Minneso ta  and  shor t ly 
afterward married and moved 
to Arkansas. After a divorce, 
she came to Alaska.

Nelson recently reunited 
with step-sister Carol Bloom of 
Kansas. “We became close as 
relatively older ladies,” Bloom 
said.  She had hoped to see her 
soon. “Rhona was due to visit 
here in September and have a 
complete heart work up and 
possible surgery,” Bloom said.    

“I’d like people to remember 
that Rhona was one of those 
people who are able to see 
the  good in  th ings .  To be 
remembered fondly is such a 
lovely legacy, and that’s what 
she leaves me, fond memories,” 
Bloom said.  In addition to 
Bloom, Nelson leaves three 
aunts in Minnesota.

Nelson was preceded in death 
by stepfather Harold V. French 
and by brother Tommy Miels Jr.

Donations in her memory 
may be made to Haines Animal 
Rescue Kennel, P.O. Box 1533, 
Haines, AK 99827.

Nelson operated fabric store 
By Karen Garcia 

The Haines Borough this week took a step backward on the 
Lutak Dock project, rescinding the Request for Qualifications 
it issued on Aug. 11.

 The borough first decided to extend the deadline and 
then withdrew the request altogether after several interested 
companies contacted the municipality with questions about the 
document, interim public facilities director Brian Lemcke said 
this week.

 “Virtually all of the proposers had questions. It became very 
clear I hadn’t crafted that correctly,” Lemcke said.

 The request for qualifications asked companies to provide a 
“proposed project budget with breakdown of personnel costs, 
reimbursable expenses and other costs,” which was confusing, 
as the borough hasn’t decided what kind of project it wants to 
pursue at the dock, Lemcke said.

 “I got beyond what the true definition of an RFQ is. What 
really triggered it was the cost proposal thing,” he said. “It was 
more, in my mind, that we were asking for what generally their 
fees would be, like almost a percentage figure or something like 
that.”

 Paul Wallis, a senior structural engineer with the Anchorage-
based firm Moffatt and Nichol, contacted the borough with his 
concerns. The tight deadline – a 17-day window – paired with 
the document’s references to a “proposed project budget” and 
“cost of services” made it more akin to a Request for Proposals, 
he said.

 “It loses any semblance of a simple request for qualifications,” 
Wallis said. “It’s now a cost-competitive solicitation.”

 Lemcke, who left his position as interim public facilities 
director this week, said the next facilities director will try to get 
more input from the manager’s Lutak Dock working group and 
reach out to other communities to look at their templates for 
RFQs.

 “This is kind of good that it happened, because we don’t want 
to get (this large of a project) off on the wrong foot,” Lemcke 
said.
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Dinner service 5:30-9 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

766-2000
 13 Fort Seward Drive

Vinca Gilman

 Harbor Bar
  Open @ 11am Daily 

Open 7 days a week 766-2442

766-2444

Serving Lunch & Dinner Monday - Friday, 11am - 9pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Saturday & Sunday, 8am - 9pm

WORLD TAVERN POKER 
@ 7 & 10 pm Wed & Sat

Karaoke Thursday @ 10 pm

MARDI GRAS PARTY!
Friday, August 28th @ 9:30 PM

`

Chilkat Restaurant
Daily Breakfast, 

Lunch and Dinner
Bakeryand

766-3653

Corner of 5th and Dalton behind Miles Furniture

OPEN 6 Days a week • 7am - 8pm
Serving Thai Food

Closed Wednesdays

Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches 

Soft Serve
766-2928  

Monday - Friday 
6:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Closed SAT & SUN

SarahJ’s Shoppe

2nd & Willard across from the Visitors’ Center

Get Your     on!

New 
Hours!

LUNCH SERVICE THROUGH 9/5
Wed-Sat 11:30 - 2:30

Also open for lunch on:
Wednesday, Sept 9th & 16th

Dinner Hours: 
Tue-Sat 4:30 - 9:00

766-3838
37 Blacksmith Road in Fort Seward,

up from the Port Chilkoot Dock

Fireweed Restaurant

CHILKOOT MANAGEMENT NEEDS OUR FULL  
COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND ENGAGEMENT

     Improving the recreational use management 
at Chilkoot will require short-term and long-term 
changes, the focus of both being community rec-
ognition of the area’s importance and establishing 
ourselves as full partners in its management. 

First the long term: 

     Given that the summer management at 
Chilkoot was lacking in 2015, it may seem coun-
terintuitive that I support giving full control of 
Chilkoot Road to the Division of Parks and Out-
door Recreation (DPOR). That is what is needed 
long term. One idea that was discussed at length, 
but not endorsed by the consensus-based working 
group, during the Chilkoot River Corridor Plan-
ning Project, was transferring the Chilkoot Road 
right-of-way from the Alaska DOT to the DPOR. 
Giving the road to DPOR solves a fundamental 
problem voiced by earlier park rangers, the lack 
of authority to fully manage.

     The Chilkoot River and road corridor – 
which the press and the public routinely refer 
to as a “park” – is only partly controlled by the 
DPOR. For example, at no time will DPOR re-
strict vehicular access, whatsoever. Yet, season-
ally controlling access and egress and charging 
a fee has been suggested countless times. DPOR 
could end the bad behavior, fully manage current 
uses, and raise the revenue to fund the seasonal 
challenge, if it owned the road – or operated as if 
it were the owner through an MOA with Alas-
ka DOT. The rub for DPOR, back when it was 
discussed, was that owning the road right-of-way 
also meant paying for road maintenance, which 
they said they couldn’t afford. The rub for com-
mercial and private Hainiacs was that making it a 
real park, from Lutak Road to the camp ground, 
might one day constrain the free, cavalier, limit-
less, 24/7 access Haines had grown to enjoy.  

     I support the community taking responsibility, 
prioritizing quality and lobbying the legislature 
and making the entire Chilkoot River Corridor 
a real park, and a real gem, albeit with private 
inholdings. In the long term, strengthening the 
position of DPOR to provide better management 

will signifi cantly increase the quality of 
the visitor experience and the net value to 
Haines, and save a few hides.  

     Then there is the short-term. Haines has 
a continuous need to assert responsibility 
and ensure good management. Chilkoot is a 
profoundly benefi cial resource for Haines – 
too important to assume that the shaky hands 
in Juneau will always do the right thing, year 
to year, without fail. The seasonal crowd 
management staffers we call “bear monitors” 
have worked pretty well. The bear monitor 
positions need stable funding, regardless of 
the state’s budget, and funds from the Haines 
Borough Tourism Department and/or visitor 
head-tax dollars should be passed to the 
state’s resource agencies, if required. Gener-
ally, Haines Borough (like the City of Haines 
before) has been content to let someone 
else wrestle with the Chilkoot management 
challenges, never entirely accepting re-
sponsibility – despite Chilkoot bruins being 
plastered on the municipality’s promotional 
media. At the very least, for just two months 
of the year, the borough could ensure that 
suffi cient funds are available for excellent 
bear monitor coverage.

     The 8/20 CVN touched on a truth about 
where the Chilkoot River fi ts among other 
Great Land bear viewing attractions. The 
free and cavalier access and rock-bottom 
price means Chilkoot is Alaska’s Walmart 
for bear viewing. But there’s more. With no 
disrespect intended to hunters, of which I am 
one, many of these crowd-conditioned bruins 
and cute cubs are a few seasons away from 
being stretched on the wall or ground into 
sausage. I hope that someday our borough 
will assert some authority so the four-color 
hype no longer confl icts  with the grizzly 
facts. Chilkoot deserves our public respect, 
investment and excellent resource manage-
ment, every year.

PAID FOR BY BURL SHELDON 
Box 952, Haines, Alaska 99827

     

 Vinca Helen Gilman, a founder 
of the Haines Animal Rescue 
Kennel, died Aug. 14 at Bartlett 
Regional Hospital of sepsis, 
according to her partner Mike 
Greenman. 

 “She was more proud of the 
founding of HARK than anything. 
Vinca loved animals. She couldn’t 
say no to anyone who showed her 
a picture of a sad-looking dog,” 
Greenman said.

Gilman moved to Haines with 
Greenman in 1997, following 
seven summer trips here from 
California in their motor home. 
Gilman, who trained seeing-eye 
dogs and showed Great Danes in 
the San Francisco area, quickly 
became known for her black 
and white Great Dane named 
Lars, and her old world manners. 
“Vinca was a true lady,” friend 
Jenny Lyn Smith said. 

In December 2000, when she 
and others met to form an animal 
shelter in Haines, Gilman gave the 
seed money. “She plunked down 
a check for twenty-five grand,” 
Chuck Mitman said. Mitman 
served on the first HARK board 
with Gilman and praised her as  
soft-spoken, patient and eloquent.

“I can be outspoken, and so 
Vinca was a good foil for me. I’d 
sit across from her, and she was 
so gracious that I wanted to please 

her, and make her proud. She was 
the epitome of grace.”

Born Helen Lorenzen in 
Vordingborg, Denmark on Feb. 
11, 1930, Gilman had an idyllic 
early childhood in a family 
that included seven children. 
Her brother Mogens said she 
was an expert figure skater on 
roller skates. Father Ejmer Carlo 
Adelhardt Lorenzen owned a car 
dealership and drove a touring car 
that had been made for the Prince 
of Wales, the family said. 

Life grew harsh during World 
War II when Denmark fell to 
the Germans. “Her father was 
conscripted to work for the 
Germans as he was a mechanic.  
He was very active in the 
resistance during the occupation. 
The family had a nephew who 
was tortured and killed by the 
Germans,” sister-in-law Paulette 
Lorenzen said. 

After the war, Gilman studied 
classical music in Austria, toured 
Europe with family and friends, 
and performed in the popular 
Spike Jones orchestra, according 
to her brother Mogens.

In 1950, Gilman immigrated to 
the United States with the help of 

the Mormon Church. She went to 
Salt Lake City where she studied 
music, played cello in the Utah 
Symphony, became a nurse, and 
then moved to California to work 
as a surgical nurse.

In 1953 she married San 
Francisco dentist and oral surgeon 
Ward Kepler Gilman, and they 
settled in Oakland. She helped in 
his office, trained seeing-eye dogs, 
and showed Great Danes. The 
couple also traveled extensively, 
including a trip around the world 
on a freighter. “She liked to 
entertain formally for her husband 
and they had a beautiful home,” 
Mike Greenman said. 

 Dr. Gilman died in 1985, 
and Greenman, who lived in an 
apartment in Gilman’s home, 
befriended her. “We’ve been 
together as a pair for 30 years,” 
he said. The couple took care of 
their dogs, drove over 100,000 
miles in a motor home, cruised 
and traveled to Europe. 

In Haines, Gilman led a quiet 
life, listening to classical music 
and completing a half-dozen 
crossword puzzles a day. She spent 
her last two years with Greenman 
at Haines Assisted Living. “Vinca 
enjoyed the people, but we both 
preferred privacy and just being 
by ourselves,” he said.

In 2006, Gilman joined the 
Mormon Church and became a 
devout convert. 

In addition to Mike Greenman 
of Haines, Vinca Gilman leaves 
her brother Mogens Lorenzen 
of Edmonton, Alberta; sisters 
Greta Lorenzen and Bitten Miller, 
both of Denmark; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and grand and 
great-grand nieces and nephews.

Memorial  donations may 
be made to the Haines Animal 
Rescue Kennel, P.O. Box 1533, 
Haines, AK 99827.

Gilman helped launch HARK

By Karen Garcia
H a i n e s ’ l o c a l  b a n k 

manager wasn’t laughing 
last week when a teller 
discovered someone had 
deposited funny money into 
the night drop box.

Haines Borough Police 
Chief Robert Griffiths said 
the counterfeit $100 bill was 
turned into the bank’s night 
deposit box either Thursday 
n igh t  o r  ea r ly  Fr iday 
morning. It was discovered 
the next day, but only after 
the deposit had already been 
processed, Griffiths said.

“We didn’t find it until 
later on during the day when 
the teller was going through 
her money and cleaning it – 
yes, we clean money,” said 
First National Bank Alaska 
branch manager Kyle Gray. 
“By that time it was already 
mixed in, so we don’t really 
know where it came from.”

Gray said when you 
work with large amounts 
of bills every day, it’s easy 

to recognize a counterfeit. 
“I spotted it from across the 
counter,” he said. “As soon as 
they put it down, I was like, 
‘That’s fake.’”

The $100 was darker than 
the rest of the bills, and when 
it was held up to the light, Gray 
couldn’t spot the watermark of 
Benjamin Franklin’s face on 
the right side of the bill.

The night deposit box 
requires a key and is mainly 
used by businesses, Gray said.

Counterfei t  money is 
unusual in Haines, but pretty 
common elsewhere, Gray 
said. When he worked in 
Eagle River, the bank dealt 
with counterfeit money once 
or twice a week, Gray said.

Counterfeit checks are much 
more common, both in Haines 
and elsewhere, he said.

A person or business who 
suspects they have received a 
counterfeit bill should notify 
police immediately so the 
person passing the bill can 
be questioned, Griffiths said. 

SUBSCRIBE!

Bank finds ‘funny money’
in overnight deposit box
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Police report

DULY from page 2

So let me show you how State Farm can help protect all the 
things that matter most – for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Build a bundle.
Save a bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life for big State Farm® 
discounts.

1203025 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK  99801
Bus: 907-789-3127
malia@juneausf.com

HAINES  BOROUGH  
PUBLIC  NOTICE

2015  PROPERTY TAXES DUE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

T O TA L  TA X  O R  F I R S T 
INSTALLMENT  PAYMENTS  must 
be RECEIVED no later than 5:00 
p.m. at the Haines Borough Office, 
103 3rd Ave., or POSTMARKED at 
the Post Office, or PAID ONLINE 
(fees apply): www.hainesalaska.gov 
on or before September 1, 2015.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Failure 
to receive a tax bill does not 
relieve the property owner of their 
responsibility for timely payment, 
or constitutecause for waiving 
penalty, interest or additional 
costs in cases of delinquency.  
The Haines Borough reminds 
taxpayers, it is the responsibility of 
the property owner to contact the 
Haines Borough office (766-2231) 
if a tax bill has not been received. 

Telecommunications Combination Technician

Alaska Power & Telephone is looking for Telecommunications 
Combination Technician III in Haines, AK to complete I&R 

and DSL installs and work trouble tickets.  
Four to eight years of experience in telephony installation and 

repair including splicing & Central O�  ce. 
Apply at www.aptalaska.com or 

http://www.hrpmsi.com/jobs/aptcombotech.htm    

EEO Employer/Vets/Disabled and Drug and Alcohol-free workplace

Monday, Aug. 24
 A caller reported a horse 
running loose on Small Tracts 
Road. The owner secured the 
horse.
 A person reported a brown 
bear floating on some driftwood 
near the beach on Front Street. 
The bear crawled out of the water. 
Police responded and monitored 
the bear as it meandered into a 
wooded area.
 Two callers reported vehicles 
parking the wrong way on Main 
Street. Police responded but the 
vehicles were gone.
 A caller on Helms Loop 
reported seeing a white flashing 
light on Mount Ripinsky. Police 
responded to the residence and 
determined it was the ongoing 
power light on the radio tower.
Sunday, Aug. 23
 Dispatch received a 911 call 
from a woman who was being 
chased by a man. Questioning 
revealed she was on Douglas 
Island. Juneau police were 
advised.
 A cal ler repor ted water 
welling up and seeping down 
Allen Road. Borough personnel 
were advised and indicated they 

would fix the leak Monday.
 A person reported a tree in 
the road near 13 Mile Haines 
Highway. State road crews  
removed the tree.
Saturday, Aug. 22
 A caller reported a group of 
people shooting fish in Herman 
Creek. Troopers were advised.
 A person on Fourth Avenue 
r e p o r t e d  a n  a p p a r e n t l y 
intoxicated man frightened her 
when he tried to solicit a ride. 
The man, who had a bloody face, 
said someone beat him up for 
being rude. The man ran into the 
bushes. Police responded but 
were unable to locate the man.
Friday, Aug. 21
 A caller reported a parked 
vehicle blocking traffic on Third 
Avenue. Police responded and 
helped the owner move the 
disabled vehicle to a legal spot.
 A person reported an RV 
parked the wrong way in a 
handicap zone downtown. Police 
responded but the RV was gone.
 A business reported finding 
counterfeit money in its cash 
register. Police initiated an 
investigation and forwarded the 
case to federal agents.

 An international caller asked 
police to conduct a welfare check on 
a person in Haines who hadn’t been 
heard from recently. An officer told 
the caller the man had been seen 
around town and was fine.
 Several callers reported the 
water wasn’t working on Piedad 
Road and surrounding areas. 
Water personnel responded and 
restored flow.
Thursday, Aug. 20
 Police responded to a series 
of 911 calls from a trailer park 
near 1 Mile Haines Highway. 
Police arrested a 41-year-old 
man on two counts of assault. 
The man was released later in 
the day on his own recognizance.
 An anonymous caller reported 
a vehicle parked in the Second 
Avenue crosswalk. The owner 
was talking on his cellphone. The 
caller asked police to educate 
the man on Alaska’s driving laws. 
Police responded with a copy of 
the Alaska driving manual, but 
the vehicle was gone.
 A resident spoke with police 
regarding apparent evidence of 
an ongoing domestic violence 
situation.

Wednesday, Aug. 19
 A caller reported a young 
bear in the middle of Lutak 
Road. The caller warned nearby 
cyclists. Police responded but 
didn’t locate the bear.
 A fisherman complained 
another boat ran over his nets 
near Battery Point. The caller 
was referred to troopers.
Tuesday, Aug. 18
 A Yukon resident reported 
someone threw coffee into his 
boat. His truck’s fender was also 
dented. Police responded and 
photographed the damage.
 A previously ticketed and 
tagged vehicle was towed from 
the Small Boat Harbor and 
impounded as abandoned.
 A caller reported a hit-and-run 
vehicle accident in the SEARHC 
parking lot. Police responded.
 An apartment owner asked 
police to conduct a welfare check 
on a resident. Police responded 
but were unable to contact the 
resident.
 A person repor ted the 
unattended death of a 70-year-
o ld  woman. Invest igat ion 
revealed the woman died from 
natural causes. 

in Kluane National Park. The 
U.S.-Canada study documented 
high-altitude retinal hemorrhaging 
and its findings were used in the 
development of acetazolamide, 
a drug used in treating altitude 
sickness, glaucoma and epilepsy. 
Houston served as a doctor at the 
Haines clinic in the late 1970s and 
filled in during summers for Dr. 
Stan Jones. Houston’s father, Dr. 
Charles Houston, a collaborator 
in the altitude study, was a noted 
mountaineer, inventor, medical 
researcher, author and filmmaker 
who made the first ascent of Mount 
Foraker in 1934. He was part of 
“The Belay,” a heroic moment in 
mountaineering that came during 
an attempt on K2 in 1953.

Joanie Wagner  recently 
returned from a road trip to 
Anchorage, where she visited 
with daughter Katie Sevigny 
and family. She also had fun 
riding bikes with granddaughters 
Scarlette and Isabelle Alamillo. 
Joanie’s daughter Alexis Alamillo 
also lives in Anchorage, but was 
away at California’s Burning Man 
festival during Joanie’s visit. 

  Former Haines Salvation 
Army officer Dave Kyle said 
he misses his Haines family. 
Dave and wife Mary Kyle were 
recently relocated to Portland, 
Ore. ,  where they serve as 

chaplains at the Salvation Army 
Adult Rehabilitation Center. They 
live in Gladstone, Ore. Email the 
Kyles at mdkyle1@msn.com. 

  During introductory remarks to 
the Haines Borough School Board 
last week, new middle school 
teacher Jason Eson regaled 
members with a humorous account 
of a misadventure involving his 
32-foot sailboat Enchantment. 
Eson received word on the first 
day of school that the boat was 
dragging anchor and heading 
toward rocks in Paradise Cove. 
He arrived on the scene to find 
a dinghy line also was caught 
in its steering gear. Because of 
teamwork, everything turned out 
alright, Esen said.

 Jack Lix  was  in  town 
earlier this month, visiting 
parents Bob and Sally Lix. Jack, 
a code writer for a software 
c o m p a n y,  w a s  h e r e  w i t h 
son Joshua Lix. They enjoyed 
visiting, fishing and hiking.

 Charline Tate and daughter 
Lucy Tate road-tripped to Lead, 

S.D., to attend the wedding of 
Charline’s grandson, Dustin 
Mund. The Tates took three dogs 
along for the ride, which totaled 
5,500 miles and took four weeks 
to complete. Charline said she was 
grateful to get back to Haines and 
out of the extreme heat. 

 Linda Geise recently returned 
from a week in Sitka as an 
American Red Cross responder 
to the fatal landslide there. She 
provided support to families 
displaced by the slides, including 
counseling and helping in a 
kitchen. “My main goal is to 
be there as support for affected 
families and for all the emergency 
responders,” Geise said this week.  

Golfers can help families of 
military members disabled or 
killed in action by playing in the 
Patriot Golf Day tournament, a 
two-man scramble at Valley of 
the Eagles links starting 9 a.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 5. All proceeds 
benefit Folds of Honor. More than 
5,000 golf courses nationwide are 
participating.

SOW WITH CUBS
 Bear hunting is a popular spring and fall activity in this 
state, but bear hunters should know what’s legal. It’s not 
legal to take cub bears and sows accompanied by cubs. A 
black bear is a cub until its fi rst birthday, and a brown bear 
is a cub until its second birthday. Most cub bears stay with 
their mother, but occasionally cubs are out on their own. 
It’s a good idea to really watch a bear for a while to make 
sure it isn’t a cub, or a sow with cubs. If the bear is small, 
it’s probably young. If you’re not sure, don’t shoot.
 Alaska Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a group of private 
citizens dedicated to protecting our state’s fi sh and wildlife. 
If you think you have seen a hunting or fi shing violation 
report it. Call 1-800-478-3377. You may be eligible for a 
reward. Help make Alaska a better place. “Know Before 
You Go.”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

MATCH OF THE MONTH

Big Sister, Megan Hughes, and Little Brother, Koa
are enjoying their new friendship in the Haines BBBS community 

New Bigs choose between:
· The community program - activity 2 to 4 times month
· The school program - at school one hour weekly

            Start Something!
Call to learn more - 766-2151

  Underwrite this...

 OPEN 

8 AM - 5 PM 
Monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to change. It’s not.” ~ Dr. Seuss
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Un-Classified Ads
GARAGE SALE: Saturday, Aug. 

29, 1039 Lutak Road. 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. (34f)

Extra-wide pet or baby gate. 
Brand new. $35. 766-3222 
(34f)

1967 Cherokee PA28-140/150.  
Low-mid-time engine. New 
prop. New carb. 4300+ t.t. 
August 2015 annual. Clean. 
Nice. $25,000. 766-2245. 
(34-7b)

Ranger 20 Sailboat and trailer.  
Full sails. Kicker. Cuddy cabin.  
New cushions. Fast. $3,500. 
766-2245. (34-7b)

Help Wanted Cook, Waitstaff 
full-time/part-time at 33 Mile 
Roadhouse. Fax or drop off 
application to 767-5756. (34b)

A few dedicated and energetic 
gardeners who love fresh 
produce and hate weeds 
wanted to participate in the 
Henderson Garden Group. 
Call Bob Lix 314-3076, or 
Jerry Pyle 766-2585. (34-35p)

HAINES BOROUGH POSITION 
OPENING Library Tech II, 
C i rcu la t ion Ser v ices.PT, 
perm., union optional position. 
Minimum Qualifications: HS 
Diploma or equiv.; previous 
experience in a public setting 
beneficial. Star ting wage: 
$14.75 per hr. Get job desc. 
& required borough app. from 
the Clerk, 103 S. 3rd Ave, 
Haines, 766-2231, jcozzi@
haines.ak.us, or online at 
www.hainesalaska.gov. App. 
Deadline: 5pm, 9/4/15. EOE. 
(34b)

In Need of a Technical Support 
Person. Our business is 
looking to hire a Technical 
Suppor t  pe rson  fo r  ou r 
online business. Must be 
computer savvy and able to 
communicate with clients in a 
professional manner. Must be 
quick and good with problem 
solving. Must be responsible 
and respond quickly to client’s 
and staff needs. This position 
is par t- t ime, year round. 
Some evening and weekend 
work required. The wage 
is negotiable. If interested, 
please call Helen Alten or 
J e s s y  S h aw @ N o r t h e r n 
States Conservation Center 
(907) 766-2360. (34b)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (30-43b)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD: 
Tr e e l e n g t h ,  t r u c k l o a d 
quantit ies. 867-634-2311. 
dimokt imber@gmai l .com. 
www.dimoktimber.com.(33cb)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD. 
$220 split and $160 in round. 
Call 767-5455. (23cb)

FOR SALE:  2007 Toyota Camry, 
low mileage, call 766-3779 
(33cb)

HOUSE & RENTAL for sale. 
Rental will pay over half of 
mortgage. Off FAA rd. on Bear 
Trail Lane. Serious buyers 
only. Call for details. (907) 766 
2695. (27cb)

FOR RENT: 1  BEDROOM 
furnished apartment including 
utilities $760 per month, no 
pets or children, references 
required.  766-3779. (33cb)

R A I N B O W  G L A C I E R 
ADVENTURES is interviewing 
for raft, kayak, photography 
guides and a general manager 
for the 2016 season. Call 766-
3576 for more info. (33cb)

FOR SALE:  2009 Toyota Corolla, 
low mileage, call 766-3779. 
(33cb)

APPRECIATE ANNE HANSSEN 
at her retirement party Aug. 
30, 12:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. Bring a salad or finger 
food to share  for lunch. (34f) 

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Service to 
humanity is 
service to 

God.”
~ Baha’u’llah

POSITION AVAILABLE The 
Chilkat Valley News is hiring 
a part-time Office Assistant. 
10-15 hours a week. Duties 
include: distribution, handling 
subscriptions, light cleaning. 
Must be able to lift 50 lbs 
and have strong computer 
skills. Please send resume to: 
Chilkat Valley News PO Box 
630 Haines, AK 99827 email: 
cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 
or call 766-2688 for more 
information (31cf)

JOB OPPORTUNITY at Mountain 
Market. Par t-time grocery 
stock clerk. Approx 20 hrs/
wk.Par t-time maintenance 
posi t ion. Approx 15 hrs/
wk. Pick up applications at 
counter or call 766-3380. 
(34,35b) RECYCLE

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Holy Communion
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-3041

Senior/Veteran Discounts
(907) 321-1193

Quality mechanical work at an 
affordable, competitive rate.

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Mechanic 
on Duty

766-2869
Hours:

M-Sat  9-5:30
closed Sun

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can � nd you.
$15 per square,

per week

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

Got fi sh? No? Get WEBED!
Momoi web in stock 

SH-15 & UR-19  is  going 
fast! Call now for sizes still 

available.

www.sginc.com

Personal and Commercial Insurance
Individual and Group Health Insurance

Life Insurance
(907) 586-2414 • (907) 789-2446

Shattuck & Grummett
I   N   S   U   R   A   N   C   E

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
We have Bott om Paint

STIHL Chainsaws & outdoor 
equipment

Canal Marine & AutoLawn Development and 
Erosion Control

      B STRONG
 HYDROSEEDING     

  SERVICE 

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com

J 






 










314-0434
John Hedrick

Printing  • Embroidery   
Logo Design • Custom Vinyl  
Signage • Low Minimums!

Native Owned and Operated Since 2003

“Promoting your Business, 
is our BUSINESS!”

  tlingitink@gmail.com - 907.314.0275

Houlberg
Plumbing & Heating, LLC.

Plumbing & Heating Services
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693
~Serving the Valley since 1994~

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Burfl’s Tractor Works!
 314-3239

Home of the
“Velvet Ride”

Driveway Service
APPLY NOW!

“It’s like riding 
on velvet!”

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

25% Off Select 
Montrail & La Sportiva
Hiking Boots & Shoes

Pet of the Week

78        45        0.25 
69        51         0 
69        50          0  
69        41           0 
71        41         0.39 
64       41        1.02 
57        47         0.28 

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date          High     Low      Rain    Day       Date            High      Low     Rain   
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

August 18
August 19
August 20
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 24

63  53        0.06 
61  55        Tr 
63  53        .02 
62  46        .80 
55  47      1.29 
53  49        .40 
64        49       0 

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 58.7 deg.

August 18
August 19
August 20
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 24
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LIBRARY from page 1

Haislers to close store in family since 1968

Register at the Distillery
And pick up absentee ballot applications

Mon-Sat. 2-8pm

Local Election Day is October 6th
Are You Registered to Vote?

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska
 907-766-2329 

• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

OPEN                                       

SOCKEYE CYCLE

9 - 5:30 
Mon -Sat  766-2869  •  24 portage st

NAMED ONE OF  
America’s Best Bike Shops 

by the NBDA

2ND YEAR 

IN A ROW 

 We carry the leading brands!
BUY A NEW BIKE

� anks to these local businesses for prize donations:
Alaska Backcountry Out� tter, Alaska Marine Lines, 
Alaska Rod’s, American Bald Eagle Foundation, Babbling Book, 
Bigfoot Auto Service, Captain’s Choice, Catotti and Goldberg 
Art Studio, Chilkat Guides, Dejon Delights, First National Bank, 
Haines Hitch-Up RV Park, Haines Home Building Supply, Hotel 
Halsingland, King’s Store, Lutak Lumber, Mike’s Bikes and Boards, 
Miles Furniture, Mountain Market and Cafe, RadioShack, Road 
ID, � e Rusty Compass, SEABA, Sarah J’s, Takshanuk Mountain 
Trail, � e Hair Shop, � e Parts Place, Joe Poor and Viking Cove 
Guest Homes. 

� ank you to our totem pole sponsors:
Aspen Hotel and Suites, Klondike Chiropractic, Mountain Market 
and Cafe, Haines Home Building Supply, Haines Real Estate, SRS 
Corp, the Marks Foundation, Alaska Indian Arts, Seawolf Gallery, 
and Chilkoot River Lodge.

� ank you to our volunteers:
Carol Tuynman, Nancy Nash, Jim Shook, Pam Randles, John 
Hagen, Lee Heinmiller, Lorrie Dudzik, Michael Marks, Dena 
Selby, Bob Gri�  ths, Frankie Perry, Jan Hill, Jim Studley, Pam 
Long, Cheryl McRoberts, Gina St. Clair, Carol Duis, Jim Heaton, 
Georgia Sampson, Sandy Wratten, Rob Selfe,  Judy Ewald, Bob 
Adkins, and Sarah Long.

And a round of applause to:
Haines Borough Public Works and Planning Department, Haines 
Police Department for monitoring the event, Haines Volunteer 
Fire Department for providing vests and ambulance coverage, 
� e Haines Women’s Club and Howsers IGA for donating refresh-
ments, Hotel Halsingland for providing water canisters, and the 
Haines Borough Swimming Pool for lending their stopwatches.

THANK YOUS

From the Sta�  at the Sheldon Museum

THIRD AVENUE

 “We’re not just trying to 
create another space that might 
be empty,” director Brown said. 
“We really are trying to respond 
to the library’s needs.”

 B o a r d  m e m b e r  J a m e s 
Alborough asked for MRV 
Architects, the firm responsible 
for the conceptual design, to 
provide a 3D sketch of what the 
expansion would look like. “The 
harbor, that’s a fiasco, because we 
can’t see what it’s going to look 
like,” Alborough said.

 MRV Architects also provided 
Brown with an image of the 
envisioned parking area, which 
incorporates the “U”-shaped 
traffic pattern change recently 
adopted by the borough. MRV’s 
image includes  addi t ional 
parking behind the administration 
building. 

 

1918,  was f i rs t  owned by 
former Presbyterian minister 
A.F. McLean, who ran it as the 
“Rialto” theater.

In 1930, William D. Gross 
bought the building and eventually 
established the Alaska Film 
Exchange, to control and distribute 
films in the Southeast panhandle. 
It became “The Coliseum,” the 
same name attached to Gross’ 
theaters in Ketchikan, Sitka, 
Petersburg and Douglas.

 In the 1980s, the business 
became Video 144 and switched 
from screening films to renting 
videos. After about 20 years, 
the family rented the building 
to Connie Ward, who ran the 
video rental shop and sold snacks 
as Connie’s Cafe until it was 
shuttered in 2009.

The two-story structure is about 
2,800 square feet. It contains a 
large retail floor area, kitchen and 
apartment.

By Karen Garcia
A business that has anchored 

Main Street for more than 45 
years is closing its doors at the 
end of September.

 J e f f  H a i s l e r,  o w n e r  o f 
Haisler Hardware, said the 
store is closing for economic 
and personal reasons. “I’m done. 
I’ve been doing it forever,” he 
said.

 Haisler started working in 
the store dusting shelves and 
sweeping floors when he was 
10 years old. His father Tom 
Haisler moved from Juneau to 
Haines in 1968 to manage the 
store for owner John Schnabel. 
Tom brought his wife Georgia 
and three children with him.

 Back then, the store was 
called Haines Lumber Company, 
or Schnabel Lumber. Its main 
trade was lumber, but it also had 
a small hardware store, about 
one-third the size of the current 
space, Georgia said this week. 

 Erma Schnabel was also 
running an “economy motel” out 
of the parking lot in the back of 
the building, where small trailers 
were staged.

 I n  1 9 7 0 ,  To m  b o u g h t 

the  bui ld ing and bus iness 
from Schnabel, renaming it 
H a i s l e r  H a r d w a r e .  “ We 
added a housewares section 
and increased the size of the 
hardware area with a large 
emphasis on heavy tools used 
for the sawmill,” Georgia said.

 The lumber portion of the 
business was phased out around 
1977, Jeff said. In the early 
1980s, Jeff and his brother 
Gregg bought the store and 
building from their father.

 The store’s offerings have 
varied with the times. At one 
point, Haisler Hardware offered 
furniture and electronics. But 
with the advent of the Internet 
and big box stores, it became 
harder and harder to compete, 
Georgia said.

 “It just isn’t the same amount 
of business,” she said. “Too 
much has changed. It’s not the 
same situation.”

 The s lowest  months are 
between Jan. 1 and May 1, Jeff 
said. Even the busier months 
can’t keep the business very 
viable; otherwise he said he 
would have tried to sell it instead 
of renting out the space. 

 Jeff will retain ownership 
of the building, which includes 
17 apartment rentals and seven 
business rentals. He will rent 
out the hardware store space to 
Talia’s Treasures, a consignment 
shop currently located near 1 
Mile Haines Highway. 

 Jeff isn’t going anywhere, but 
he said he will still miss the people 
who walk through the door every 
day looking for specific items, and 
those who oftentimes just stop by 

for a chat.
“That’s what makes this place 

special. There are lots of places 
that are pretty and have a view, 
but it’s the people here,” he said.

 Georgia Haisler, 81, echoed 
the sentiment. “I have always 
enjoyed working wi th  the 
products and I  have really 
enjoyed seeing the people, both 
my friends and people I haven’t 
met yet,” she said. “It was just 
a pleasure.”

SALE from page 1

Wood-Fired Pizza
Beer & Salads 

in Dalton City

766-3700 
Dine In or Take Out 

OPEN at 5pm
Closed Sat & Sun

“The LORD is a refuge for 
the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm 9:9

This conceptual diagram, drawn up by MRV Architects, shows the library’s three planned additions. The seating area addition is to 
the left (the south end of the building), and the staff space addition is at right (the north end). The community room, which would add 
on to the existing reading room, is the shaded area at the top of the diagram, jutting out to the west of the building.   


