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Art gallery owner Tresham Gregg with the boat and trailer that  
hit his shop’s handrail and flagpole. Tom Morphet photo.   

Habra’s departure
remains a mystery

 Tourism video raking in views - page 6

Flagpole
puts brake
on runaway
trailer, boat

 See BOAT page 12

Dwindling kings crimp subsistence

 See KINGS page 12  

 Vote on police area expansion? - page 3

 See BASKET page 8

 See HABRA page 4  

By Tom Morphet
It’s scary to watch the boat 

and trailer you’re towing pull up 
alongside you.

It’s also scary to have them 
careening toward you, out of 
control.

Just ask Luke Marquardt and 
Kelly Mitchell. 

Marquardt and Joe Ogborn 
towed Marquardt’s  21-foot 
Bayliner “Kirin” across town 
Monday at around noon.

Ogborn and Marquardt were 
in the cab of a pickup pulling 
the boat. They were traveling 
southbound on Second Avenue 
and had just descended the hill by 
the bank when the trailer became 
detached. They noticed it out their 
passenger-side window as it drew 
beside them.

 “It was frightening. It could 
have killed somebody or gone 
through the building,” Marquardt 
said afterwards, surveying damage 
to a flagpole at Willard Street and 
Second.

Specifically, the loaded trailer 
could have struck Mitchell, a 
resident who had just crossed 
Second Avenue at Willard when 

BRUSH STROKE -- Lori Carroll of Reno, Nev., foreground, and Bev Schupp of Haines work on 
portraits of Merrick Bochardt during Tuesday’s Studio Incamminati workshop at the ANB Hall. 
Portrait models included Jack Strong of Klukwan. The workshop was to continue through the week.   

By Natalie Helms
Six days after the departure 

of superintendent Tony Habra, 
Haines School Board members 
refused to provide details on why 
he was leaving one year into his 
three-year contract.

Habra, who moved here from 
Paw Paw, Mich., was planning on 
leaving town Friday morning. He 
will receive a $65,916 settlement. 
He technically resigned following 
a fourth executive session about 
him on July 6. 

The first three executive sessions 
were about his evaluation. Last 
week’s final one was called for 
“attorney-client communication.” 

“ T h e r e  w a s  n o  f o r m a l 
evaluation,” Habra said in an 
interview July 12. “They kept 
going into evaluation with a lot of 
discussion, but I resigned before 
that happened.”

Habra said he and his family are 
headed to Remus, Mich., where 
they have a cottage. The Beach 
Road house they bought in spring 
of 2016 is for sale.

“I’ve got to respect the district. 
The decision the district made is a 
decision I’m at peace with. It’s not 
what I would have done, but here 
it is… It’s a very political gig,” 
Habra said.

In a July 7 interview, school 
board member Sara Chapell called 

Habra’s departure a “bump in the 
road” and compared the situation 
to dating, where partners decide if 
a relationship is working.   

“There was no major disaster 
between the board and Tony,” 
Chapell said. “There was no 
secret incident that precipitated 
this change. But sometimes, in an 
organization, it might not be the 
best fit.”

During a meeting over finding 
a replacement Wednesday, board 
member Sarah Swinton called the 
Habra matter a “mishap.” 

An off ic ial  s ta tement  by 
school board president Anne 
Mar ie  Pa lmier i  sa id  on ly, 
“The board appreciated Tony’s 
professionalism and willingness 
to act in the best interest of the 
school district. We wish Tony and 
his family the best in his future 
endeavors.”

Contacted individually by the 
Chilkat Valley News, school board 
members Sarah Swinton, Lisa 
Schwartz, Inez Gross, Jeanne 
Kitayama and Brian Clay each 
declined any comment on Habra. 
Teachers’ union president Lilly 
Boron also refused comment.

Principal Rene Martin said she 
hadn’t heard from any teachers 
or parents on the decision,“I 

By Tom Morphet
Closure of Chilkat Inlet to 

subsistence fishermen has been 
extended another week, due to a 
late and record-low showing of 
large kings moving into the river, 
state biologists said this week.

 “We need  to  de lay  the 
subsistence opening. It’s definitely 
the case that the run is delayed 
or late and there’s a good chance 
(mature kings) are in Chilkat 
Inlet,” commercial fisheries 
biologist Mark Sogge said this 
week.

Fish and Game had planned to 
open subsistence fishing on the 
Chilkat south of the north latitude 
of Kochu Island starting Saturday. 
Instead, fishing in the inlet will 
be closed through next week, 
when the inlet will be opened to 
subsistence nets July 22.

That amounts to a one-month 
delay in when subsistence fishing 
historically has started in Chilkat 
Inlet.

This week’s delay rankled some 
subsistence users. Tim Ackerman, 
an Alaska Native and subsistence 
advocate, said several commercial 
fisheries south of Haines have been 
taking kings while Chilkat Inlet 
subsistence fishermen haven’t wet 
their nets.

“The first rule they wrote in the 
subsistence book is that, in the 
event of a shortage, subsistence 
users should have priority over all 
other users. Subsistence takes 3 to 
5 percent of the harvest. That isn’t 
much,” Ackerman said. He said 
the Haines ANB would be writing 
to state and federal subsistence 
officials about the situation on the 
Chilkat.

Unlike commercial and sport 
fishermen, subsistence users have 
few resources for making their 
case when decisions governing 
fisheries are made, Ackerman said. 

“They have a lot of representation 
and a lot of money. We don’t 
have representation or money for 

lobbying anybody to our side. 
Somebody should be lobbying for 
us at the state and federal level,” 
Ackerman said.

Ackerman said as the king run 
continues to decline, it should 

Museum show highlights
‘lost art’ of spruce basket
By Tom Morphet

A renowned epidemiologist 
who became a textile artist and 
has written three books on the art 
will visit Haines Sunday, part of a 
trip that will return 11 spruce-root 
baskets to the Chilkat Valley.

David  Fraser  i s  f amous 
for determining the cause of 
Legionnaire’s Disease, a type of 
pneumonia that killed 29 people at 
an American Legion convention in 
Philadelphia in 1976. His second 
career has been in art, creating 
woven pieces in abstract shapes. 

Fraser will be returning baskets 
once owned by the late Mildred 
Sparks, a prominent Tlingit elder 
who taught spruce-root weaving 

in Haines in the 1960s. Sparks, 
who was born in 1900 and died 
in 1984, is an important link to 
the past, said Lee Heinmiller, 
president of Alaska Indian Arts.

 “Mildred is of that generation 
born in the early 1900s, the people 
who trained her were probably 
pre-contact people. They surely 
were born before 1880,” the date 
of white settlement in Haines, 
Heinmiller said.

Spruce-root basket-weaving 
is often overshadowed by totem 
carving and blanket-weaving 
as art forms of the northern 
Tlingit, Heinmiller said. But 
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Duly Noted 

Thursday, July 13
 Teens Draw, 5 p.m. in the library to re-do 
the painting in the teen section.
 Open House, 6-8 p.m. at the American Bald 
Eagle Foundation.
 Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers. Coastal Management 
Plan workshop at 5:30 p.m.

Friday, July 14
 Haines Borough School Board special 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. to select an interim 
superintendent.

Saturday, July 15
 Chilkat Challenge Triathlon - Paddle/Bike/
Run, 11 a.m. at Mosquito Lake, 30 Mile Haines 
Highway. Visit chilkatchallengetriathlon.com 
for more information.

Sunday, July 16
  Welcome Home Potluck and Presentation, 
1-4 p.m. at the Haines Sheldon Museum. 
Speech by David Fraser about baskets and 
textiles at 3 p.m.
 Goodbye Party for Mike Case, noon-4 p.m. 
at Tlingit Park. Potluck picnic, barbecue with 
free hamburgers and hotdogs.

Monday, July 17
 Training for Potential  Assembly 
Candidates, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.

Thursday, July 20
 Code Review Commission meeting, 6 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.

Friday, July 21
 Household Hazardous Waste Collection, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the new public works shop yard 
on Union Street. Continues Saturday, July 22 
from 8 a.m.-noon.

 “The Mad Adventures of Mr. Toad” 
Summer Youth Conservatory performance, 7 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Continues Saturday, 
July 22.
 Echo Ranch Day Camp Preview, 9:30 -11:30 
a.m. at Tlingit Park. Teens and staff to host games 
and meet with potential campers. Continues 
Saturday, July 22. 

Saturday, July 22
 Community Picnic at Echo Ranch Haines, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Echo Ranch on Mud Bay Road.

Monday, July 24
 Haines Borough School Board workshop, 
5:30 p.m. in the school library.
 Community Meeting on Marijuana, 6-8 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

Tuesday, July 25
 Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.

Thursday, July 27
 Southeast Alaska State Fair. Continues 
through Sunday, July 30. Full fair schedule in a 
coming CVN.
 Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.

Tuesday, August 1
 Haines Borough School Board meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in the school library.

Wednesday, August 2
 Library Summer Reading Program Finale, 
11 a.m. at Tlingit Playground. Music, puppets, 
fairytale theater, prizes for everyone and lunch.

Thursday, August 3
 Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
meeting, 6 p.m. in the library.

Letters to the Editor 
Executives leave; taxpayers get bills
	 Once	 again,	 the	 cycle	 of	 hiring,	 firing	 and	 paying	 settlements	
continues.	I	see	no	precedent,	nor	contractual	obligation	to	pay	a	post	
resignation	bonus	to	a	former	employee	who	resigns	of	his	own	free	will.	
Congratulations,	Tony	Habra,	for	receiving	a	payout	greater	than	most	
working people’s yearly salary. Congratulations to the Haines Borough 
for	paying	out	over	$100,000	to	the	last	two	wonderful	executives	that	
we	have	hired	and	fired	(manager)	and	paid	to	resign	(superintendent).	
Congratulations	 for	 paying	 full	moving	 and	 living	 expenses	 for	

multiple	 employees	 based	 on	 a	 three-year	 contract,	 yet	 no	 recent	
recipient	of	moving	and	living	expenses	has	met	the	three-year	contract	
obligation.	 Is	 the	Haines	Borough	Assembly	 simply	unaware	of	 the	
situation	with	the	executive	hiring,	firing,	and	bonus	payouts,	or	are	
they willing participants in this situation?
Either	way,	 the	 taxpayers	are	paying	serious	dollars,	and	getting	

nothing	in	return.	Doing	the	same	thing	and	expecting	different	results	
is	the	definition	of	insanity.	Can’t	afford	a	music	teacher,	but	can	afford	
to	pay	a	 former	 employee	a	$66,000	bonus.	What	 exactly	does	 the	
superintendent	do?	Does	anybody	know?	Do	we	really	need	one	for	
under	300	students	in	one	school?	Can	we	please	stop	this	insanity?
																																																																																	Fred	Einspruch

Couple’s work revives downtown park
Haines	is	fortunate	to	have	such	caring	and	wonderful	people	living	

here.	The	long-neglected	George	Mark	Park	on	Third	and	Main	Street	
in	front	of	the	borough	parking	lot	has	been	brought	back	to	life	by	Jean	
and	Ron	Smith	through	many	hours	of	hard	work.	Thank	you,	thank	you.

                                                                                Dorothy Stecher

Recall has political, not ethical, goal
Alaska	law	provides	a	process	for	holding	a	recall	election	when	

there	has	been	serious	misconduct,	incompetence,	or	illegal	behavior	
by	an	elected	official.	This	is	not	the	case	before	us	now.
As	an	assembly	member,	I	didn’t	always	agree	with	Heather	Lende,	

Tom	Morphet	and	Tresham	Gregg,	and	often	debated	with	 them	on	
various	issues.	However,	my	resignation	from	the	assembly	should	in	
no	way	be	taken	as	a	show	of	support	for	this	recall	effort.	I	resigned	
because	I	was	elected	to	work	on	issues,	not	to	be	pitted	against	my	
colleagues.	At	one	point,	a	small	group	of	citizens	 leveled	criminal	
accusations	against	some	of	the	assembly,	including	me.	When	those	
accusations	went	nowhere,	the	group	turned	to	this	recall	effort	based	on	
the	weakest	circumstantial	evidence.	They	are	dedicated	to	expunging	
assembly	members	who	they	do	not	agree	with	politically,	and	under	
no	circumstances	is	that	grounds	for	recall.
Despite	having	opposing	positions	from	Heather,	Tom	and	Tresham	

from	time	to	time,	I	remain	respectful	of	them,	our	democratic	system	
of	government,	and	the	will	of	the	majority	of	local	voters	who	elected	
them.	That	 is	why	I	decided	 to	chair	 the	Haines	Voters	Against	 the	
Recall	group.	I	believe	you	can	disagree	about	issues	respectfully,	all	
the	while	exploring	and	discussing	ways	to	keep	our	community	strong.	
Please	join	me	on	August	15	and	vote	“no”	on	this	attempted	recall.
																																																																								Margaret	Friedenauer
                                          

Big guns complicated riverside dispute
  The	dispute	over	property	rights	versus	subsistence	use	in	Lutak	
Inlet	has	been	resolved	by	the	courts,	yet	it	has	led	to	a	severe	financial	
penalty	for	the	losing	party.	If	it	remained	in	the	hands	of	the	local	
people	involved,	it	might	not	have	been	so	costly.
The	area	by	the	mouth	of	the	Chilkoot	River	has	traditionally	been	

used	by	Natives	 for	 the	annual	 subsistence	harvesting	of	 eulachon.	
The	upland	property	owners	accepted	people	access	but	objected	to	
vehicles	driving	to	the	riverfront	estuary.	Conversely,	the	local	Natives	
asserted	 that	 their	 experience	 at	 this	 location	 has	 long	mitigated	
any	harm.	They	wanted	to	retain	the	use	of	vehicles	to	help	seniors	
negotiate	 the	 steep	 banks	 to	 the	 river’s	 edge	 and	 to	 assist	 in	 the 
hauling	out	of	the	fish	caught.	The	property	owners	said	they	were	open	
to	some	limited	vehicular	access,	but	no	agreement	was	reached	and	
the matter went to the courts.
Then	 a	 regional	 for-profit	 corporation	 became	 involved	 and	 the	

monetary	liabilities	increased	far	beyond	the	initial	dispute.	The	big	
guns	brought	 in	big	 fees,	and	 the	 losers	paid	 the	price.	 I	wonder	 if	
the	conflict	remained	solely	between	the	family	and	the	local	Native 
organization,	it	may	have	been	resolved	more	amicably,	like	traditional	
disputes	at	Deer	Rock,	and	without	the	leveling	of	$54,000	court	costs.

																																																																													James	Axel	Wilson

Register to vote against recall effort
It	is	almost	here!		This	Saturday,	July	15	is	the	deadline	for	you	to	

register as a Haines Borough voter to vote in the Haines Borough recall 
election	Aug.	15.	For	the	sake	of	our	community,	register	to	vote	and	
vote	“no”	the	August	15	recall	ballot.	Heather	Lende,	Tom	Morphet	and	
Tresham	Gregg	are	diligent	assembly	members	continuing	to	work	hard	
in	the	best	interest	of	our	community	in	spite	of	the	turmoil	and	unrest.	
Summer	is	a	busy	time.	Keep	your	eye	on	the	calendar.	Register	now.	
Vote	absentee	if	you	will	be	out	of	town	on	Aug.	15.
																																																																																											Julie	Rae 

Community center to offer refreshments
Thank	you	to	all	of	the	attendees	and	vendors	who	braved	Sunday’s	rain	

to	 support	 Mosquito	 Lake	 School	 Community	 Center’s	 July	
Market.	We’ll	have	treats	for	sale	at	the	school	this	Saturday,	July	15,	
for the 11 a.m. start of the Chilkat Challenge Triathlon. Finally, clean 
out	your	closets	 to	get	 ready	 for	our	Aug.13	Community	Market	&	
Garage	Sale!	Call	767-5765	to	reserve	a	space.
		 	 	 	 Dawn	Drotos	for	Friends	of	MLSCC 

By Tom Morphet
Azeo James Walsh was born 

July 7 in Juneau to Jenn Walsh 
and Chris Downer. Azeo arrived 
at 10:09 p.m. at the Juneau Family 
Health and Birth Center. He 
weighed 9 lbs. 3 ounces and 
measured 22.5 inches. “Chris was 
with me every step of the way,” 
Jenn said.

 Jaxon Don Narum was born 
June 26 in Holladay, Utah to 
Lena Nance and Jake Narum. 
Jaxon weighed 7 lbs. 11 ounces, 
and measured 21 inches upon his 
entrance at 10:39 p.m. Jake caught 
Jaxon and cut his umbilical cord 
during the all-natural procedure. 
Doula Laura Bikman was on 
hand for 10.5 hours of active labor, 
Lena said. Danielle Demeter was 
midwife.

 Haines-raised Cara Jane 
Murray’s mountainscape graces 
the cover of the summer 2017 
edition of “Alaska Women 
Speak.” The issue is entitled “The 
Mountains Are Calling.” Murray 
painted the Haines School mural 
facing Main Street.

 Patricia Faverty and son 
Kirby recently spent two and a 
half weeks adventuring in Oregon. 
Snowed out of a planned 50-
mile hike in the Three Sisters 
Wilderness, they instead made 
day trips in Portland, Astoria, 
Bend and Smith Rock State Park. 
They visited Diana Widdows, a 
family friend from Yakutat now 
serving as a school librarian in 
Astoria. Other highlights included 
attending a Portland Timbers 
soccer game and encountering 
cyclists participating in the city’s 
World Naked Bike Ride on June 
24. 

 Rick  and Kay Dunning 
are back in town and hosted a 
week-long visit by son Michael 
Dunning and friend Betsy Gans 
of Minneapolis. Kay said she 
showed mom June Haas  a 
festive 83rd birthday on June 5, 
including a trip to the horse races 

at Canterbury Park in Shakopee, 
Minn. The Dunings also visited 
Port Townsend, Wash. on June 8 
to see Kay’s brother Mike Haas, 
his wife, Heather, and their four 
children, Jamie, Abbie, Bereket 
and Yihun. 

  The Haines office of Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living held 
its annual picnic Saturday at 
Chilkat State Park’s waterfront 
shelter. The picnic included music 
by the HAL’s Pals and a farewell 
to independent living advocate 
Margaret Sebens. A five-year 
SAIL employee, Sebens is leaving 
town in early September with 
daughter Bozhi Sebens. Jenn 
Marschke will replace Sebens 
at SAIL. Bozhi is establishing 
residency in North Carolina. 
Margaret will work there as a 
traveling speech therapist.

  Brothers Steve and Timothy 
Scarrott spent two weeks here, 
helping parents Shel and Jean 
Scarrott at their Beach Road 
home. Shel said the brothers 
shored up decks, cut brush and 
worked on the family boat, while 
including trips to 33 Mile and 
Skagway. The family includes a 
third sibling, Brenna Scarrott, 
a past visitor to Haines who lives 
in Springfield, Va.

 Glenn  and  Joy Adams 
recently hosted a visit by Russ 
and Teresa Simpson. Russ was a 
Baptist preacher here for about six 
years and drove the senior van. He 
has started the All Nations Indian 
Baptist Church in Grove, Okla. 
Russ and Teresa, who studied the 
Tlingit language in Haines, are 
now learning Native American 
languages in Oklahoma, Glenn 
said. Their five-day visit included 
stops at the senior center and 
visits with Baptist congregation 
members.

   Danina Daniel and Ryan 
“Ryno” Parker were married 
Friday, July 7 at Chilkat State 
Park beach. Jesse Weeks of 
Alta, Utah, a longtime friend of 

the couple, served as marriage 
commissioner. Ryan’s brother 
Brent Parker, of Wood Forest, 
Texas, also spoke during the 
ceremony.  Danina’s  niece 
Reagan Castillo of Twin Falls, 
Idaho, and Patience McCartney 
of Haines served as flower girls. 
Ryan’s nephew Kai Parker 
of Wood Forest and Danina’s 
nephew Bradley Castillo of Twin 
Falls, Idaho, were ring bearers. 
Family guests included Danina’s 
parents Brian and Cecilia Daniel 
of Twin Falls, Danina’s brother 
Jacob Daniel of Soldotna and 
Ryan’s parents Lora and Denny 
Parker of Conroe, Texas. More 
than 40 guests came from out of 
town. A Dalton City reception 
included potluck dishes, beef 
brisket and a taco bar. Guests 
enjoyed a six-layer Cambria 
Goodwin cake. “We saved the 
top three layers,” Danina said. 
She wanted to thank people who 
helped out.
To	have	an	item	listed	in	Duly	

Noted,	call	the	CVN,	766-2688.	
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Letters policy
 The CVN welcomes letters from readers. Letters are limited to 250 

words and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar and spelling. 
The letters deadline is 5 p.m. Monday.

LETTERS from page 2

Highway police vote introduced

ART APPRECIATION -- Visitor Karis Mandell of Virginia, left, and Sally Chapell of Haines chat 
during Friday’s Art Walk opening at Skipping Stone Studio. An exhibit of Judy Rice photography 
continues through July. The Friday evening promotion has spread to about 12 locations downtown 
and at Fort Seward. It’s held the first Friday of each month. Tom Morphet photo.   

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate • Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate

100% Locally Owned and Operated and Giving Back to Haines!

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath with 2 additional offi  ce/den rooms. 
2240 SF +/- living space, great deck with active views!
Detached 40’x48’ shop/garage. Close to town on .71 acres.

$309,000

Waterfront - Oceanview Home

 NEW!
Troy Clark & Hannah Thomas

Would like to Invite
Friends and Family

to celebrate their wedding
5:00pm on Saturday, July 15th

at the Chilkat State Park Pavilion. 

Please come help them celebrate
and bring a dish to share!

Haines Far�ers Market 
This Saturday

For vendor info call (907) 303-3033

10 am - noon
at the Fairg�ounds

Pizza, salad, beer, wine and cake! Great Music and Country 
Dance Lessons with Erin Holzmeister from Phoenix, Arizona.
Refine your dancing skills at the Klondike and then head to 
the Pioneer to cut loose with the Lack Family Band.
Music begins there at 8pm!

Celebrate
Virginia Jamison’s 80th Birthday 

Klondike Saloon
Friday, July 21st, 5:00-7:30pm

Driver sheds more light on Uber option
After	a	couple	of	weeks	of	being	signed	up	as	an	Uber	driver,	I	wanted	

to	shed	a	little	more	light	on	the	matter.
First	 off,	 the	 rideshare	 app	 that	Uber	 provides	 only	works	 on	

smartphones;	drivers	are	assigned	fares	through	an	algorithm.	As	a	
driver,	I	can’t	take	cash	fares.	This	completely	dictates	how	I	go	about	
offering	ridesharing.
I	don’t	work	a	standard	shift,	camp-out	at	the	ferry	dock,	or	troll	for	

rides	outside	the	bars	late	at	night	for	a	reason:	I	only	accept	rides	
through	the	phone	app.	When	I’m	signed	onto	the	application,	then	I	
am	available	to	offer	rides.	Uber	drivers	don’t	operate	as	a	taxi	cab,	
shuttle or tour services.

 Rideshare	is	regular	folks	giving	regular	folks	a	ride.	Uber	charges	
the	rider’s	credit	card	for	the	cost	of	the	trip,	plus	tax,	and	the	driver	
gets a portion of that fare.
In	big	cities,	drivers	can	expect	to	make	between	$15	and	$20	an	

hour.	This	isn’t	possible	here.	Rideshare	here,	although	there	are	a	few	
bucks	involved,	is	really	more	of	a	courtesy	service,	not	a	career	choice.
This	being	said,	 I	would	really	 love	 it	 if	more	 folks	signed	up	as	

drivers.	This	would	not	only	be	better	for	the	community,	but	would	
ensure	closer	to	around-the-clock,	around-the-year	service.
I	 don’t	 see	 rideshare	 preventing	 anyone	 from	 starting	 up	 a	 new	

taxicab	 service,	 however	 sporadic,	 costly	 or	 seasonal	 that	maybe.	
Rideshare	is	good	for	Haines	if	you	give	it	a	chance.
																																																																																					Suzanne	Ashe

Thanks for hammerers, spike drivers
The	Hammer	Museum’s	annual	Fourth	of	 July	 spike-driving	and	

nail-pounding	competitions	were	a	big	success	this	year.
Thirty-two	men	and	women	stepped	up	 to	 the	 spike,	and	 like	 the	

Gandy-dancers	of	 the	past,	 each	drove	home	an	authentic	piece	of	
railroad	steel.	Haines’	Jason	Verhamme	won	the	men’s	division	and	
local	kneader	Josie	Allen,	the	women’s.
Over	100	youths	of	all	ages	drove	16-penny	nails	 to	 their	heads,	

winning	hammer	pencils	in	the	rain.	Thank	you	to	Hammer	Museum	
supporters	Haines	Home	Building	 Supply,	 Lutak	 Lumber,	Alaska	
Sport	Shop	and	Miles	Furniture	for	donating	gift	certificates	for	the	
champions.	Practice	on	your	firewood	this	winter	and	we’ll	see	you	
next	year.
		 	 	 					John	Hedrick	for	the	Hammer	Museum

Haines steps up for holiday pies
Once	again,	the	community	of	Haines	did	not	disappoint!	We	had	

our	best	Pie	Sale	ever!	And	in	the	rain!	A	huge	thanks	to	the	Haines	
Brewing	Company	for	donating	their	incredible	root	beer	for	our	floats,	
and	to	Howsers	IGA	for	the	ice	cream.	
A	 special	 thanks	 to	Margaret	Friedenauer,	Phyllis	Byrum,	Barb	

Blood,	Melissa	Aronson,	Nora	Krake,	 Natalie	Williams,	 Valerie	
McCandless,	Annette	Smith,	Sara	Chapell	and	Lea	Harris	for	baking	
and	donating	pies	--	they	aren’t	even	HWC	members!	(Hope	I	didn’t	
miss	anyone).	
We	thank	our	 families	 for	 their	very	hard	work	and	support	-	we	

couldn’t	 do	 this	without	 you.	 I	 personally	must	 thank	 all	 our	 club	
members	for	their	dedication	(how	could	six	ladies	bake	so	many	pies?),	
and	also	for	working	tirelessly	on	the	Fourth.	This	year	our	proceeds	
will	be	split	between	the	Senior	Housing	and	our	Scholarship	Fund.	
Thanks, Haines, for loving our pies!

Susan	Johnston,	HWC/VP
Pie	Sale	Chair

By Natalie Helms
On a 4-2 vote, the Haines 

Borough Assembly on Tuesday 
introduced a ballot question on 
creating a “Community Safety” 
service area to address the issue 
of townsite police responding 
outside its boundaries.

Members Tom Morphet and 
Sean Maidy voted against the 
measure.

“We’re not choosing this for 
(residents outside the townsite). 
We’re giving them an opportunity 
to find a solution as they want to,” 
said member Heather Lende.

Manager Debra Schnabel 
asked the assembly last week for 
direction following an assembly 
directive to investigate police 
coverage options outside the 
townsite.

 At a July 6 committee meeting, 
Schnabel proposed five options, 
including expanding the townsite 
service area, creating a police 
service area equal to fire service 
districts, creating a new service 
area funded by sales tax or 
property tax, or consolidating 
with the medical service fund.

 The assembly opted for 
creating a new service area funded 
by a reallocation of existing tax 
money.

 But if the new service area 
required the addition of an officer 
and equipment, that could cost 
up to $170,000. The police 

department was just granted an 
additional $152,000 in this year’s 
budget.

“Taxes are going to go up,” 
said assembly member Maidy. 
“We should find out how much 
(outside the townsite residents) 
want to spend.”

Schnabel said, by borough 
code, service areas have to be 
funded with property tax. She 
also suggested funding the service 
area with a tax on marijuana or 
alcohol.

Morphet argued the public 
hasn’t asked for more service.

“We don’t have the public 
here asking us to do anything,” 
Morphet said. “We get into 
trouble when we tell the governed 
what they need.”

Schnabel said emergencies 
don’t  consider borders.  “I 
would like to see the assembly 
consider the issues we face 
without the boundary lines,” and 
acknowledge that people within 
and outside the townsite have the 
same issues, she said.

Assembly member Lende said 
she was in favor of the service 
area option because people at 
Mosquito Lake community 
meeting in April felt they were 
being taxed and not receiving 
commensurate service.

“Let people vote and let them 
decide whether or not they want 
service,” Lende said.

Assembly member Stephanie 
Scott said she was happy with 
the “community safety” title that 
gives the idea the borough takes 
care of the community.

Chief Heath Scott said he 
preferred the new service area 
option with reallocation of taxes. 
He said the state troopers are “in 
a bad way,” and the borough is 
“responsible to leverage getting 
a blue shirt back,” but has to 
come up with a solution in the 
meantime.

Lende agreed the borough 
should concurrently lobby for the 
return of the trooper post.

“Essentially, we have been 
told the conversation’s closed” 
with the troopers, Schnabel said. 
But she said borough attorney 
Brooks Chandler has pondered 
legal action against the state 
troopers for unfair treatment 
of municipalities for removing 
trooper posts.

The assembly unanimously 
recommended at Morphet’s 
request that  the manager seek 
a coalition with other towns 
facing trooper cuts to lobby the 
legislature. He called public 
safety an essential service of state 
government.  

The assembly also directed the 
manager to define how new police 
service area will be funded at the 
July 25 assembly meeting.



Page 4        Chilkat Valley News                           July 13, 2017

Tony Habra

HABRA from page 1

PLAG Fngo players play

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
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 � e APRICOT robot system is 
expected to be ready for commercial use 
by year’s end.     
 As the U.S. seafood industry 
becomes more reliant on products from 
aquaculture, equipment makers are 
designing machines for processing those 
more predictable � sh. 
 Complete lines are now operating, for 
example, where whole farmed salmon 
enter at one end and portions ready-
packed for supermarkets leave at the other.
 Norwegian processor Nordlaks 
described the Marel-made system  as “a 
seamless � ow of salmon portions without 
manual handling.”
 “A robot places the � sh pieces directly 
into the packaging and the system 
reduces labor costs by up to 20 percent,” a 
spokesman said.
 Robot makers say they are hoping 
their machines will help solve workforce 
problems in � sh plants caused by changing 
demographics and global markets, and 
labor shortages. In the near future, they 
predict more highly skilled humans will 
work on sophisticated machines and 
computers, and not on the slime lines.
 “If we are going to attract young people 
we need better jobs, not more jobs,” said 
the crab robot’s Bob Verge. “We have to 
o� er them a better deal. We’ve already 
demonstrated this technology to young 
people and they are very impressed with 
it. � ey say I’d like to do this.”
 Robots also are making inroads into 
the big freezers that hold the bulk of 
Alaska’s seafood before it goes to markets.
 A Netherlands company called 
NewCold has partnered with Trident 
Seafoods to build one of the nation’s 
biggest cold storage warehouses outside 
of Tacoma, WA. � e companies call it 
“a solution for increased labor, land and 
energy costs.”
 Seafood products will be stored on a 
robot-run system of tiered trollies and 
racks in low oxygen and in pitch dark, and 
then transported to the loading area by 
conveyors and worker-bots.
 When the $50 million project is 
completed at year’s end, it will have 
storage capacity of more than 25 million 
cubic feet.
 
Fishing updates - Alaska’s salmon catch 
by July 7 was nearing 32 million � sh on 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Fish Factor/Laine Welch
July 7, 2017
 
 Robots are cutting up snow crabs in 
Canada, a sign of things to come in the 
seafood processing industry.
 Overall, seafood processing has a 
relatively small robotic involvement 
compared to other sectors. Robots have 
yet to make it into any of Alaska’s 176 � sh 
processing shops, but the lure of reduced 
production costs, increased � sh quality 
and crews of worker-bots is turning the 
tide.
 � e CBC reports that the world’s � rst 
crab plant robot began work this spring in a 
plastic chamber about the size of a shipping 
container in remote Newfoundland. � e 
robot receives crabs on a conveyor belt and 
quickly dismembers each with a buzzing 
blade. � e crab legs then tumble into a tub 
below, all sorted, sectioned and ready to 
go.
 Another robot in the works will soon 
shuck all the meat from the crab for a 
better � nancial return.
 “Instead of sending our crab out as 
sections with the meat in the shell, we 
thought we could attract a higher price 
if we sold the meat instead,” said Bob 
Verge, director of the Canadian Centre 
for Fisheries Innovation where the crab 
cutting robots were created.
 � e meat extraction used to be done by 
hand in Newfoundland plants, but years 
ago that job shi� ed to China where the 
labor is cheaper. 
 Bringing that step back to 
Newfoundland, Verge said, would make 
more money for plant operators and get 
more value from the resource.
 And for the � rst time robots also 
are deboning and � lleting cod � sh on 
Norwegian processing lines. New Atlas 
reports that a machine called APRICOT 
(automatic pin-bone removal in cod and 
white� sh) is using x-ray technology to 
locate the tiny pin bones in the � sh and 
neatly trim them away using water jets.
 “Unlike farmed salmon, which are 
similar in size and shape and therefore 
suitable for automated machine � lleting, 
the variability of wild-caught white � sh 
such as cod has kept � lleting of these � sh 
a manual a� air,” said a spokesman for 
Marel of Iceland, the world’s biggest � sh 
processing equipment manufacturer. 

its way to a forecast of 204 million, with 
� shing in many regions just getting serious.
 Fully half of the harvest so far is sockeye 
salmon from Bristol Bay, where buyers 
were struggling to keep pace with the surge 
of � sh and most boats were on limits.  
 In other � sheries: Low catches mean 
Southeast’s summer Dungeness crab 
� shery will close July 25, an unprecedented 
three weeks earlier than usual. 
 Alaska’s � rst red king crab � shery for 
the year is underway at Norton Sound with 
a 400,000 pound limit.
 Shrimp � sheries closed in Prince 
William Sound last week but opened in 
parts of Southeast, and lingcod � sheries 
are now open in both regions.
 Scallop � sheries opened July 1 at 
Yakutat, Prince William Sound, Kodiak, 
the Alaska Peninsula, Dutch Harbor, and 
a portion of Bristol Bay.  Cook Inlet will 
open to scalloping in mid-August, for a 
combined Alaska catch of 306,000 pounds 
of shucked meats.
 Fishing for pollock, cod and other 
white� sh is ongoing in the Bering Sea; the 
Gulf reopens to pollock August 25.
 Halibut � shermen are about half way to 
their 18-million-pound catch limit. Kodiak 
is leading all ports for halibut deliveries 
followed by Seward and Petersburg; 
Homer had yet to top one million pounds.       
 Seward and Sitka are the leaders for 
sable� sh landings, each at well over two 
million pounds. Fishermen have pulled up 
53 percent of the 22.5 million pound catch 
quota.
 
Stories help salmon - Stand for Salmon 
is calling for photos and stories depicting 
the role salmon plays in Alaskans’ lives. 
� e grassroots group is working to change 
salmon habitat laws that haven’t been 
updated since statehood in 1959, and 
believes a contest will help spread the word.
 “It’s always exciting to see where people 
� sh, how they � sh, how their families are 
impacted, how they cook and smoke their 
� sh - the list goes on.  I think photo contests 
like this give us a great opportunity to 
work with Alaskans and learn why salmon 
matter to them,” said SFS spokesman 
Samuel Snyder.
 Contest deadline is August 31. Learn 
more at www.standforsalmon.org and on 
Facebook.

HAINES PACKING CO.
Fresh Seafood  •  5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd. FEED ‘EM FISHColumn 

sponsored 
in part by:

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ’s 
frustration, but there’s a reason 
we have executive sessions,” 
Martin said. She said she felt the 
board made their decision “with 
class, grace and dignity.”

I n c l u d i n g  i n t e r i m 
superintendent Rich Carlson, the 
district has had three different 
superintendents in past three 
years.

Two longtime teachers this 
week voiced disappointment at 
the decision.

District science teacher Mark 
Fontenot said he was “totally 
shocked” and “stunned” by the 
decision.

“From my perspective, he was 
doing a great job. He seemed 
happy. Some people didn’t like 
his out-of-the-office policy. Every 
morning, before classes, he’d 
make the rounds and ask teachers 
and staff how they were doing. 

 “The first thing he did when 
he came here was to interview 
every district employee and ask 
them what’s not broken that I 
shouldn’t touch and what can we 
do better, instead of coming in 
here and saying, ‘I’m making all 
these changes.’”

“I’m sad. I’d like to know what 
went wrong. I think it’s a loss,” 
Fontenot said.

Patty Brown, who retired at the 
end of the school year, said she 
thought Habra was supportive of 
teachers’ opinions and engaged 
with staff. 

“I wish the board could have 
taken time to redirect him,” 
Brown said. “Was everything 
done to put him on notice and 
give him a chance to improve?”

B r o w n  s a i d  s h e  w a s 
appreciative of how involved 
Habra was in the community, 
and she feels like the district will 
“lose a lot of momentum.”

Palmieri said she is working 
with school district attorney 
John Sedor on a statement 
about the Habra situation to be 
released next week. The CVN 
this week requested a copy of 
Habra’s evaluation, submitting 
an opinion from its attorney John 
McKay that evaluations of high-
ranking public officials are public 
documents in Alaska.  

Sedor responded that the 
district has 10 days to respond to 
the request. 

In return for accepting the 
settlement, Habra agreed not 
to take legal action against the 
district for reasons related to his 
employment. Habra was paid 
$113,000 for one year of work, 
which board member Chapell 
said is the most the district has 
paid for the position.

T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n 
Habra’s contract that requires 
compensation for a resignation, 
but it states he is entitled to 
six month’s severance pay if 
his employment is terminated 
unilaterally by the board with 30 
days’ notice.

Chapell said Habra submitted 
his resignation letter before the 
fourth executive session on July 6.

In a letter to Palmieri, Habra 
said, “A variety of circumstances 
have dictated a need for me to 
return to Michigan for the best 
interest of my family.”

Habra integrated himself into 
the community, taking over a 
volunteer shift at the public 
radio station and a lead part 
in a community theater play. 
When he took the job, Habra had 
pointed to the town’s arts culture 
and school’s special education 
program as reasons for wanting 
to make a home here.

“This was going to be our 
retirement (location),” Habra said 
this week.

The school board discussed 
o p t i o n s  f o r  a n  i n t e r i m 
superintendent Wednesday. Rich 
Carlson, Susan McCauley and 
Kevin Shipley have shown interest 
in the position.

Carlson served as an interim 
superintendent at Haines school 
for the 2015-2016 school year. 
He is retired after working as an 
administrator in Southeast schools 
for about 20 years.

McCauley worked in the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District and the state 
Department of Education. 

Palmier i  sa id  McCauley 
might opt to work in Haines 
only part-time and may require a 
transportation stipend.

Shipley was a superintendent 
in Kake four years and now lives 
in Juneau.

Because Carlson is retired, he 

would only be hired on for a year-
long interim position at $103,000. 
The other two candidates are 
looking for more permanent 
work, but are seeking possibly 
negotiable salaries between 
$118,000 and $120,000.

“Dr. McCauley is a power 
player,” said principal Martin. 
“It would be amazing to have 
someone of her caliber. We would 
become a model school.”

When Brown asked the board 
what goals they would put to the 
interim superintendent to move 
the district forward, Martin said 

she would ask for someone to 
help the district come up with 
a solid hiring plan, revamp the 
strategic plan, adjust the budget 
correctly for downsizing and 
restructure the administrative 
team.

“We’ve got to catch up here. 
We’re in the position to be a 
leader in the state…and we 
need some help moving in that 
direction,” Martin said.

The school board is scheduled 
to select an interim superintendent 
Friday, July 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
school library. 

`

               LUNCH & DINNER
           7 DAYS A WEEK 11 AM - 9 PM

Serving fresh halibut caught by local fishermen!

766-2442

766-2444

SUMMER HOURS

 Harbor 
Bar

Mon & Tues
Open @ 2pm

Wed - Sun
Open @ 12pm Karaoke

Thursday @ 10 pm

World Tavern
Poker

Wednesday & Friday 
@ 7 pm & 10 pm
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Assembly favors taking
ownership of bridge

HANDOFFS -- Top, runner Addie Prisciandaro gets tagged by cyclist teammate John Caleb Davis 
entering the final leg of  Saturday’s AKtive Triathlon at the school. Above, Brad Ryan makes a tag  
to wife Yolanta. About 50 residents participated. Natalie Helms photos. 

The Commander’s Room
  Restaurant
      at The Hotel Halsingland

Closed Tuesday
766-2000  •  13 Fort Seward Drive

Dinner service 5:30-9 p.m.

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Now Serving 

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm daily • no dinner Wed night

Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
Thai & Mexican 

Food!

Open 7 Days 
a week

no dinner Wed night

PLAG Fngo players play

Main St. near the Harbor

Bear-Rittos 
Eatery    

Daily Specials
(907)766-2117
Open everyday!

7am-2pm

Bear Den Gifts   
LARGE SHOP - UNIQUE

A MUST SEE! 

Glenda Gilbert: (907)766-3511 or (907)321-3512
Visit our Website at
www.racerealty.com
Making Real Estate Real Easy.

Main Street building with 3 apartments and commercial 
space plus a two car garage! Upstairs apartment is 
spacious 2bedroom/2bath with great views of the Chilkat 
Mountain Range. Commercial space is perfect for a 
variety of businesses. MLS 13826.             $465,000

Make an Offer the 
Sellers Can’t Refuse!

Race realty is an Independently Owned and Operated 
Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

RACE
REALTY

Wood-Fired Pizza
Beer & Salads 
in Dalton City

766-3700 
Dine In or Take Out 

Haines?                                   C h i l l .

Summer
Day Camp
July 24-26, 2017

Grades 1-6 
Drop-off/Pick-up at the ANB/

ANS hall at 9am & 3pm 
$10 per day, aid available. 

Includes lunch and snacks, 
teachings & lots of fun!

Register on Facebook 
@EchoRanchHaines.

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough Assembly 

expressed support for taking over 
ownership and maintenance of  
a new bridge at Excursion Inlet 
to be built by the U.S. Forest 
Service.

Borough manager Debra 
Schnabel said the federal agency 
proposed the borough take 
ownership of a new, $700,000 
structure that will cross South 
Creek and the right-of-way 
beneath it. It will replace a 
30-year-old Forest Service bridge 
at the site.

The borough has $270,000 
it has received under a Forest 
Service program for trails and 
other improvements it will 
contribute toward the cost of a 
replacement. The agency will pay 
the remaining $430,000 needed to 
build the bridge on the condition 
that the borough takes ownership. 

Schnabel recommended the 
borough accept  ownership 
because the bridge offers access to 
Needle Lake used for recreation, 
borough property that may be sold 
in the next decade, and the water 
system owned by Ocean Beauty 
Seafoods.

“In all reality, Ocean Beauty 
Seafoods is  an  incredible 
e c o n o m i c  e n g i n e  i n  t h i s 
community,” Schnabel said.

She said she asked the seafood 
company if it would consider 
shar ing responsibi l i ty  for 
maintenance on the structure.

But Schnabel said the current 
bridge served the area with no 

maintenance for 30 years. The 
new bridge will have a lifespan 
of 50 years, she said. 

“I think this is a good deal 
for the borough and people at 
Excursion Inlet and I think it’s the 
right thing to do,” said assembly 
member Tresham Gregg.

Assemb ly  member  Tom 
Morphet  s t rongly opposed 
borough ownership and said the 
Forest Service should live up to 
its obligations.

He referenced that in recent 
years the borough has taken 
ownership from the state of the 
downtown and Letnikof harbors, 
Chilkat Lake Road, Klehini River 
bridge, and Porcupine Road. He 
noted that the town also took 
over Lutak Dock from the federal 
government, and now faces a $35 
million expense for replacing it.

“These are liabilities and 
obligations that the taxpayers 
in this valley will bear forever,” 
Morphet said. “I don’t believe we 
have money for any of it. I think 
we’re saddling another generation 
with costs that we’ll never be able 
to meet. I think we should tell the 
Forest Service it’s their bridge, 
maintain it. This is absurd.”

Eleven borough residents live at 
Excursion Inlet and use the bridge. 
Assembly member Stephanie 
Scott said those residents still 
pay borough taxes. “I do think we 
have an obligation to help out,” 
she said. “We should take action.”

The assembly ultimately voted 
to take ownership of the bridge, 
with Morphet opposed.

 

Lutak Lumber

Hardware
The Helpful Hardware Crew!

Serving Haines & KlukwanOpen 7:30-5:30 Mon-Fri & 8-5 Sat •766-2700
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Pool sauna project
nears construction

Wooten
will head
tour office

SPEAK UP!
 The CVN offers  a 
reduced advertising 
rate for commentaries 
too long to be printed 
as letters to the editor. 

‘Wild and free’: Tourism video is a hit

14

Thursday • June 8

Saturday • June 3

Wednesday • June 7

Friday • June 9

Tuesday • June 13

Wednesday • June 14

Thursday • July 13
SEA BIRD     7:00am - 9:00pm
62 passengers / 25 crew

Saturday • July 15
ALASKAN DREAM          3:30pm - 6:00pm
36 passengers / 18 crew

Monday • July 17
AMERICAN SPIRIT    8:30am - 5:30pm
100 passengers / 25 crew

Wednesday • July 19
ZAANDAM                       6:30am - 9:00pm
1,440 passengers / 647 crew

SEA BIRD     8:00am - 9:00pm
62 passengers / 25 crew

It’s time to

for the Busiest Week 
of the Summer!

Get Ready

Reserve your space in the Chilkat Valley News’

Special Edition

THIS SPACE

$25
7/20 & 7/27

or $30
7/27 only Other Sizes Available

SOUTHEAST ALASKA STATE FAIR 

300 copies distributed FREE at the fairgrounds, 
visitor center, campgrounds, hotels & 
with local copies of the July 27th CVN

Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Advertise! Welcome our visitors 
& promote your business

THIS SPACE

$50 7/20 & 7/27

or $60 7/27 only

By Natalie Helms
Carolann Wooten will take 

over as Haines Borough tourism 
director this month, hoping to 
use tourism as a “bridge builder” 
between differing interests in the 
community.

“I’m going into this open 
minded,” Wooten said. “It’s 
a perspective I bring from 
outside, the hope that anything 
is possible.”

Wooten doesn’t have experience 
in the tourism industry. She said 
that years of working in public 
relations for two nonprofits has 
prepared her for this position. 
She now works as an accounting 
clerk at Southeast Roadbuilders 
and serves on the borough’s Code 
Review Commission.

“I’m a believer in tourism,” 
Wooten said. She grew up 
in her grandparents’ bed and 
breakfast in the small rural town 
of Shrewsbury, Vt. and enjoyed 
developing connections with 
guests who would return every 
year.

She said although tourism is 
a growing and vibrant sector in 
Haines, she wants the community 
to stay small and quaint. “We 
want (tourists) to contribute to the 
economy, but we don’t want them 
to stay,” Wooten said.

Wooten moved to Mosquito 
Lake about a year ago from 
Bakersfield, Calif. with her 
husband John and two horses. 
The couple have owned property 
here since the 1990s.

Wooten said one of her goals is 
to discover Haines’ niche. 

“What is our niche? How do 
we use it as a tool to draw people 
here? I’m willing to find out,” 
she said.

She also hopes to bring locals 
together with education and prove 
how tourism can benefit every 
industry.

Wooten was one of four who 
interviewed for the tourism 
director position left vacant last 
month by Leslie Ross. Ross 
worked three years at the job.

Other applicants included 
Haines residents Tammy Piper 
and Madeline Witek, and Kelly 
Gray of Pennsylvania.    

Candidates were interviewed 
by a panel including Tresham 
Gregg, Leslie Ross, Jeff Butcher, 
Carol Tuynman, Alison Jacobson 
and Debra Schnabel. 

Wooten’s first day on the job 
will be July 24. Her starting pay 
is $23.23 per hour.

Carolann Wooten

By Tom Morphet
The new promotional video for 

the Haines Borough’s Tourism 
Department is drawing raves – and 
more importantly, views.

Released Thursday, July 6, the 
five-minute video was getting 
1,000 views an hour during its first 
24 hours online.

“I got a message from Italy 
today,” said Rich Cooper, whose 
Anchorage-based Frost l ine 
Productions created the piece 
for about $26,000. Cooper is 
an Academy Award-winning 
videographer who grew up in 
Haines.

The video replaces one Cooper 
created 10 years ago and largely 
does away with narration. Instead 

it’s a fast-paced succession of 
dramatic clips – including several 
aerials shot from a drone – against 
the backdrop of an upbeat song 
with the refrain, “We’re wild and 
free.”

A b r e a c h i n g  w h a l e ,  a 
mountaintop heli-skier, and a 
paddle-boarder in Portage Cove 
are among the scenes portrayed 
in high definition. 

Former tourism director Leslie 
Ross, who commissioned the 
video, said it exceeded her 
expectations. “I love it. I just 
watched it for about the 100th 
time. I get goose bumps every 
time I see it.”

Videographer Cooper said 
the video, which includes audio 

of eagles crying and visitors 
watching whales, is intended not 
so much to describe Haines as to 
create the impression of being 
here.

“It’s the style of day. You don’t 
have to yammer on about the 
town. Instead, you’re showing 
them what they want if they 
come here. It’s to put them in that 
place,” Cooper said. “It’s really 
about creating an impression and 
generating an emotional response 
where a person says, ‘I need to 
go there.’” 

Cooper, who is also a musician, 
said the soundtrack came from a 
selection of tunes he buys through 
a subscription service. “I listened 
to hundreds of pieces of music 
until I got the one I liked. If my 
wife can listen to it for a week 
and not get sick of it, it’s the 
right tune.”

The video includes short quotes 
and video of artist John Svenson, 
author Heather Lende and tour 
guide Joe Ordonez, speaking 
about the town’s authenticity 
and things to do here. Too much 

spoken narrative can actually deter 
from such a video’s message, 
Cooper said. 

Former tourism director Ross 
said the video was intended for 
use on the borough’s website and 
Facebook page, at travel trade 
shows, and aboard approaching 
cruise ships to entice visitors to 
come to Haines, rather than say, 
take the train in Skagway. 

New videos also are showcased 
at the annual Alaska Tourism 
Industry Association conference 
each fall, she said.

The video includes scenes 
from River Adventures, SEABA 
heliskiing, Takshanuk Mountain 
Trail and Alaska Fjordlines tours. 
That footage, shot by Cooper, 
was part of videos made for the 
companies which the companies, 
in turn, donated to the tourism 
department video.

Use of the donated footage 
reduced the cost of the video from 
$35,000, Ross said.

To see the video, enter “Haines: 
Adventure Capital of Alaska” into 
a search engine.

After years of planning, the 
Haines Pool is inching closer 
to having a sauna.

Haines Borough Public 
Facilities Director Brad Ryan 
said the borough is waiting on 
fire marshal approval before 
construction can begin.

The idea for a sauna at the 
community pool came about 
in 2013. After several planned 
loca t ions  were  deemed 
unsuitable by pool staff or the 
state fire marshal, the sauna 
will tentatively be located in 
an empty corner by the east 
stairs to the balcony.

Haines Friends of the Pool 
raised over $9,500 for the 
project, which the borough 
took control of in early 2017. 

Ryan said the borough is 
shooting to keep cost around 
that price point, but including 
a shower between the sauna 
and pool might up the cost.

“My concern is that (the 
fire marshal) is going to 
come back with an expensive 
review,” Ryan said.

Last  summer the  f i re 
marshal signed off on a sauna 
design located in a utility 
room between the pool’s 
locker rooms, but pool staff 
ultimately nixed that location, 
which is used for refreshments 
during the swim club’s annual 
meet.

A location in the pool’s 
atrium was rejected due to 
access concerns. The current 
site was one initially identified 
by Darsie Culbeck, who 
proposed the sauna project. 
It’s used by timers during the 
annual swim meet.  

Ryan said depending on 
a good review and approval 
from the fire marshal, the 
sauna could be constructed 
within a month.
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SHORING UP A WORK BARGE--  Boatsmith Joe Jacobson works replacing ribs and sheathing on the port side hull of Arcturus 
last week at Letnikof Cove. The work was complete and the wooden vessel was refloated early this week. Judy Hall Jacobson photo.  

Assembly
censures
Morphet

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

May 27th - August 11th, 2017  Flight Schedule
     Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

    5:00 am
    6:20 am
    9:15 am
  11:45 am
    3:15 pm
    5:30 pm
    7:45 pm

*6:10 am  M-F
  6:55 am 
  9:50 am
12:20 pm
  3:50 pm
  6:05 pm
  8:20 pm
* via Skagway

    5:30 am
    8:30 am
  11:00 am
    2:30 pm
    4:45 pm
    7:00 pm

      6:05 am
      9:05 am 
    11:35 am
      3:05 pm 
      5:20 pm 
      7:35 pm

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilots
   Proud to be part of  the 
   Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7 days a week!

FWX

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Departure
to SGYFor up-

date info,
call the 

Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2112
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10:15 am
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1:00 pm
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1:00 pm

11:00 am
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Saturday
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Wednesday
Thursday
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14
15
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17
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20
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4:30 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
7:15 pm
4:30 pm
9:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:30 pm
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5:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
9:15 pm
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11:15 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm

Sponsored by

FWX

FWX

FWX

FWX

FWX

FWX

FWX

FWX

AWD Rent Cars
call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry

Lynn View Lodge
907-766-3713 or 314-0423

from SGY

from SGY

FWX

from SGY

from SGY

FWX

FWX

By Natalie Helms
With little discussion, the 

Haines Borough Assembly 
unanimously voted Tuesday to 
censure member Tom Morphet 
for violating code and the 
borough’s contract with its union 
by releasing complaints about 
the Haines Police Department he 
had compiled from members of 
the public.

M o r p h e t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e 
complaints to interim manager 
Brad Ryan in April, then released 
them to reporters a week later 
after a recall effort was launched 
against him and two other 
assembly members. 

T h e  u n i o n  m a i n t a i n e d 
Morphet’s actions amounted to 
release of borough personnel 
records that are confidential.

The union requested Morphet 
apologize for the incident and be 
censured, an official reprimand.  
Morphet  apologized at  an 
assembly meeting in May for 
disclosing the identities of two 
officers named in two of the 
complaints, and he apologized 
in writing to the officers, but he 
disagreed that the complaints 
amounted to personnel records. 

He said his intent wasn’t to 
single out officers but to show 
a pattern of police behavior that 
was troubling.

The assembly’s personnel 
committee also recommended 
the censure, although a union 
representative was satisfied with 
the apologies, according to a 
July 1 memo to the assembly 
and mayor from manager Debra 
Schnabel.

The assembly voted 5-0 in 
favor of the censure. Morphet was 
prohibited from participating in 
the censure vote.

By Natalie Helms
KHNS is tightening  listener 

commentary availability and 
online comment policies.

The publ ic  radio s tat ion 
published a new policy on listener 
commentaries this week, reducing 
length of commentaries from three  
minutes to two. 

The station also will limit 
individuals to one commentary 
every three months instead of one 
every two months.

Under the changes, KHNS 
management “reserves the right 
to deny listener commentaries 
for any reason, including but 
not limited to: not meeting the 
burden of civil discourse, or an 

issue that has received extensive 
news coverage or multiple 
commentaries.”

The new and old policies both 
prohibit “calls to action,” as 
they violate an FCC rule. Libel 
and personal attacks are also 
prohibited. The station does not 
allow political commentaries 
during election season because 
FCC regulations are unclear.

General manager Kay Clements 
declined to comment on a reason 
for the changes this week. 

Board president Russ Lyman 
said listener commentaries 
take staff time and resources to 
produce. A commenter may need 
multiple takes to record their 

submission, and the takes might 
need editing.

“It does take time and energy to 
deal with them and we’re already 
overworked and understaffed 
trying to provide all the other 
public services we do,” Lyman 
said. “There’s a lot of stations that 
don’t do it at all anymore.”

Lyman said he doubts there 
would be an upsurge in interest 
for listener commentaries if 
the station made the policy less 
restrictive.

“Commentaries have been few 
and far between all the years I’ve 
been in town,” Lyman said.

T h e  n e w  p o l i c y  a l l o w s 
commentaries by candidates for 
public office and by citizens 
supporting or opposing candidates. 

 KHNS also introduced a 
new online comment policy, 

precipitated by board request. 
After years of being able to submit 
comments on online news stories 
anonymously, or under an alias, 
commenters must now provide 
their real first and last name 
by signing into their Facebook 
or Google Plus account before 
posting.

 “We don’t want anonymity. 
People should stand by their 
statements,” Clements said.

 Not everyone is happy with the 
changes.

 Haines Borough Assembly 
member Tom Morphet, who was 
denied a listener commentary in 
April on the basis that his subject 
– complaints about police – had 
already been adequately covered 
by news stories, said the new 
guidelines are a step in the wrong 
direction for a public station.

 “I think the station should be 
doing all it can to increase local 
content – including commentary 
– to better serve the community. 
I don’t see how this decision 
serves the public or the listening 
audience,” Morphet said. 

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

KHNS cuts length, availability of commentaries
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Race officials us cancelled.  

BASKET from page 1 

“Love must be sincere.  Hate 
what is evil; cling to what is 
good.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Romans 12:9

Custom orders &
gift baskets available

traditional basket-making requires 
considerable skills and is closer to 
being “a lost art,” he said. 

Tight ly-woven “baskets” 
shaped like discs once adorned 
the tops of Tlingit clan hats. Those 
aren’t made anymore, Heinmiller 
said. Nor are “steamer baskets,” 
a large cooking basket used to 
poach fish when filled with water 
and hot rocks. “Those are really 
rare,” he said. “I’ve only ever seen 
one of those.”

Spruce roots also made ideal 
hats for the maritime climate. 
When dry, the hats breathe through 
gaps in the weave, but once wet 
the weave tightens, making the 
hats  rainproof, he said.

In an interview this week, 
Fraser said discussions he has 
had with Sparks’ daughter, Irene 
Sparks Rowan of Anchorage, lead 
him to believe some of the baskets 
were created by Maggie Klaydoo, 
Mildred Sparks’ mother, a Chilkat 
weaver.

“It’s really very special stuff. 
The Chilkats made a lot of fancy 
baskets, but what we love about 
the Sparks baskets is they’re 
work baskets. They were used for 
collecting berries, or for squeezing 
oil out of fish. They were used for 
utilitarian purposes, but they’re 
beautifully done,” Fraser said.

Fraser became interested in 
basketry in the 1970s. He was 
working on a project about weft 
twining when he bought the 
Sparks baskets at auction in 1985. 
He made a trip to the Chilkat 
Valley 15 years ago and learned 
about Mildred Sparks and the 
origin of the baskets.  

Sparks was a culture bearer 
who in 1970 won the Governor’s 
Award for Contributions to 
Reviving and Maintaining Indian 
Arts and Customs. She was later 
awarded an honorary degree in the 
humanities by the University of 
Alaska. In 1968, she was named 
Alaska’s Mother of the Year 
and was photographed wearing 
a Chilkat tunic that’s now in a 
Seattle art museum. 

“We knew that Mildred Sparks 
had a connection to the Sheldon 
Museum and that other family 

things are there. We knew the 
Tlingit have a real interest in their 
culture. We thought them better 
to be reunited,” Fraser said of his 
donation. 

His presentation, “Surface 
Patterning of Twined Baskets 
and Textiles” will include photos 
of weavings from the Chilkat 
Valley, and places like Borneo 
and northeast India. “Twining is 
so widely distributed around the 
world, and Tlingit are top of the 
line in their work in twining,” 
Fraser said.  

Irene Sparks Rowan said this 
week that she has only one of her 
mother’s baskets. Others that she 
had perished in a Bethel housefire 
decades ago, she said.

Sparks Rowan said she is glad 
the baskets are coming back to the 
Sheldon Museum, where some 

of her mother’s other objects – 
including a pattern board and 
loom – are part of the collection.

“My mother was ahead of her 
time. She raised us to respect and 
honor Tlingit culture when it was 
not popular. She was a brave lady. 
I appreciate her for that,” Sparks 
Rowan said.

Spa rks  Rowan  sa id  he r 
grandmother Maggie Klaydoo 
taught Mildred traditional skills. 
“Maggie was a proficient Chilkat 
weaver who (made) a number of 
blankets. I’d like to see them come 
back as well.”

Sunday’s event begins 1 p.m. 
at the museum with a potluck and 
display of the returned baskets, 
and a performance by the Chilkat 
Dancers.

Fraser will speak at 3 p.m.
    

Mildred Sparks, left in photo, taught basket-making here in the 
1960s. Baskets she owned return to the Sheldon Museum Sunday. 

SMILE !
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SOMEWHERE -- A rainbow crosses Haines Highway last week in Canada. Joe Parnell photo. Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

             Acupuncture  
                           & 
      Oriental Medicine

  Mon - Fri  766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc & Paula Warden LAc

303-2725
Russ Lyman

• Design  • Drafting 
         • Technical Drawings

Former Haines public health 
nurse Naomi Kerwin died June 
22 in Palo Alto, Calif. She was 
83 and had been suffering effects 
of Alzheimer’s disease.

She lived the past seven years 
at Moldaw Residences Memory 
Support Suites. Family members 
planned to scatter her ashes off 
the California coast in a private 
ceremony.  

Family and friends used 
the words “inspiring” and 
“generous” to describe her. 
   “Naomi loved to travel and 
hike. In 2003, Naomi was 69. 
She, Sally McGuire and I hiked to 
the top of Mount Riley. We often 
hiked to Lily Lake and on the 
Glory Hole road,” said resident 
Judy Hall Jacobson.

Kerwin also sai led with 
Jacobson, camped in the Yukon 
Territory “in her beloved pop-up 

camper” and enjoyed “scintillating 
conversations,” Jacobson said.  
  Naomi Kerwin was born 
March 19, 1934 in Yonkers, N.Y. 
to Abraham and Etta Meyer. 
She studied nursing at Alfred 
University and married Steve 
Kerwin in 1959. They were 
married 18 years during which 
they moved to Sacramento and 
raised three boys, Josef, Ralph, 
and Bruce. 

Kerwin was active in Jewish 
Reform Temple B’nai Israel and 
later Beth Shalom. Once her 
sons were teens, she pursued a 
master’s degree in public health. 
She returned to nursing as school 
nurse at Rio Americano High 
School.     
 For two summers she was the 
nurse at a camp in Point Arena 
and developed a lifelong love for 
California’s north coast. 

I n  1 9 7 9  s h e  m o v e d  t o 
Mendocino to take a position as 
a school nurse for Mendocino 
County. She purchased a house 
in Albion and participated 
in local social organizations, 
including Parents and Friends 
of Fort Bragg and the California 
Court Appointed Advocates for 
Children Association. She also 
adopted a teenage daughter, 
Kelly.  

In 1997, she took an opportunity 
to provide health care services for 
the State of Alaska. She served as 
a public health nurse in Bethel and 
then Haines. 

Deb Stanford worked with 
Kerwin in the Haines public 
health office and said she was 
“a very gentle soul,” quiet and 
dedicated to care-giving. 

“Naomi loved being a public 
health nurse. That’s who she 
was,” Stanford said.

 Kerwin brought the first health 
fair to Haines in 1998. “She 
realized how expensive and 
difficult it was for people to get 
basic testing and she worked hard 
to make sure that it was available 
to everyone,” Stanford said. 

Kerwin retired in 2004 and two 
years later returned to her home in 
Albion, resuming her involvement 
with the local Jewish community 
there.   

In 2011 she moved to the 
Moldaw Residences Memory 
Support Suites, a part of the 
Jewish Community Center in Palo 
Alto. 

Naomi Kerwin is survived her 
older brother Gerald Meyer of 
Syracuse; sons Josef, Ralph and 
Bruce; daughter Kelly Bailey, and 
two grandchildren. 

Deadlines for exhibits
at fair start on July 21 

Kerwin launched annual health fair

Naomi Kerwin

If you’re interested in entering 
an exhibit item to be judged and 
displayed as part of the Southeast 
Alaska State Fair, deadlines for 
submissions are approaching. 

 Non-perishable items must be 
brought to Harriett Hall between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on either Friday, 
July 21 or Saturday, July 22.

 Perishable items are due 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 25 or between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Wednesday, July 
26. 

 Register exhibits ahead of time 
by going to www.seakfair.org. 
Click on the large “Fair Entry” 
link in the middle of the page. It’ll 
then prompt you to sign in as an 
exhibitor by entering your e-mail 
and password. 

 There are no entry fees. 

 The online registration system 
is new this year, and if you need 
help, simply bring in your exhibits 
during the appropriate drop-off 
times, and fair organizers will help 
you, said exhibit manager Deana 
Stout.   

 There are over 20 exhibit 
departments from which to choose. 

Non-perishable items may 
include just about anything, 
said Stout. Examples include 
beer and wine, sewing, knitting, 
photography, preserved food, 
woodworking, and creative 
writing. Perishable categories 
include crops and vegetables, 
flowers, and baked goods. 

 The 49th Southeast state 
fair is set for July 27-30. New 
events include a Southeast Strong 
Competition and Dinky Doggy 
Derby. Also for the first time, the 
fairgounds will be smoke-free.

For information about exhibits, 
fair events, or to volunteer at the 
fair, contact the fair office at 907-
766-2476.
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Police report

Please vote NO on the recall! 

Hatchery chum harvest nears record

NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of: Donald Elmer Peterson, 
born 9-6-1935. 

You are notified that the court 
appointed Sage Thomas as 
personal representitive on 
this estate. All persons having 
claims against the person 
who died are required to 
present their claims within four 
months after the date of the 
first publication of this notice 
or the claims will be forever 
barred. (25-27)

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
In the case of: PHILLIP C. LENDE, JR. and HEATHER LENDE, Plaintiffs vs. STATE OF ALASKA, et 
al., Defendants. 
To: All other persons or parties unknown claiming a right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the real 
estate described in the complaint in this action.
 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED, because you may have an interest in the property 
described below, and are required to file with the Court an answer to the Complaint to Quiet Title, 
which pertains to property described as:  
A tract of land lying seaward of Lot 4, Subdivision of U. S. Survey 3, Amended, according to Plat 84-6, 
Haines Recording District, First Judicial District, State of Alaska, described as:
BEGINNING at the southwest corner of Lot 4, U. S. Survey 3, Amended, according to Plat 84-6, a 
point on the meander line of said Lot 4, established by Deed of Clerk of Court Pursuant to Settlement 
and Order recorded October 24, 1985 in Book 13 at Page 850, Haines Recording District records 
(“1985 Meander Line”); run thence S 73° 35’ 45” W 67.90 feet to the meander line established by Max 
A. Schillinger, L.S. No. 12039, on June 27, 2016, thence along the newly established meander line the 
following courses:  N 02° 47’ 35” W 15.76 feet; N 19° 32’ 16” E 47.16 feet; N 21° 30’ 54” W 62.05 feet; 
N 31° 00’ 51” W 31.13 feet; N 12° 30’ 34” W 18.63 feet; N 25° 00’ 11” W 23.01 feet; thence leaving 
said newly established meander line, N 73° 38’ 15” E 52.19 feet to an intersection with 1985 Meander 
Line; thence S 16° 21’ 59” E 186.72 feet to the southwest corner of Lot 4, U. S. Survey 3, Amended, 
according to Plat 84-6, and the point of beginning.  Containing 8,817 square feet (0.20 acres), more or 
less.  AND 
A tract of land lying seaward of Lot 3, Subdivision of U. S. Survey 3, Amended, according to Plat 84-6, 
Haines Recording District, First Judicial District, State of Alaska, described as: 
BEGINNING at a point which bears N 16° 21’ 59” W 186.72 feet from the southwest corner of Lot 
4, U. S. Survey 3, Amended, according to Plat 84-6, said point being on the meander line established 
by Deed of Clerk of Court Pursuant to Settlement and Order recorded October 24, 1985 in Book 13 
at Page 850, Haines Recording District records (“1985 Meander Line”); run thence S 73° 38’ 15” W 
52.19 feet to the meander line established by Max A. Schillinger, L.S. No. 12039, on June 27, 2016, 
thence along the newly established meander line the following courses:  N 26° 33’ 04” W 38.87 feet; N 
44° 47’ 06” W 46.60 feet; N 40° 57’ 18” W 22.17 feet; thence leaving said newly established meander 
line, N 54° 55’ 52” E 65.82 feet to an intersection with the 1985 Meander Line; thence along the 1985 
Meander Line S 34° 50’ 58” E 88.69 feet; thence continuing along said 1985 Meander Line, S 16° 21’ 
59” E 36.40 feet to the point of beginning.  Containing 6,803 square feet (0.16 acres), more or less.

in which the Plaintiffs seek judgment against Defendants, quieting title in favor of the Plaintiffs for 
that real property described above, free and clear of any interest claimed by Defendants.
 Your answer must be filed with the Court at P.O. Box 114100, Juneau, Alaska 99811 (located 
at 123 4th Street, Dimond Courthouse), within THIRTY (30) DAYS after the last date of publication 
of this summons.  In addition, a copy of your answer must be sent to Plaintiff ’s attorney, Gabriel E. 
Sassoon, of BAXTER BRUCE & SULLIVAN P.C., whose address is P.O. Box 32819, Juneau, Alaska 
99803 (located at 9309 Glacier Highway, Suite A-201, Juneau, Alaska).

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Southeast Alaska’s 
new Online 

Farmer’s Market!
Order online and pick up 
your goods each week 
at the Farmers Market 
Saturday,10-11am 
or at the Takshanuk 
Watershed Council offi  ce 
on Monday, 3-5pm.

For more info email meredith@takshanuk.org 
or visit www.saltandsoilmarketplace.com

A great way to buy 
and sell local goods.

Therapeutic Massage 
                    & Craniosacral Work         

303-7036   Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Tuesday, July 4
 A birth certificate found on 
Fourth Avenue was turned in to 
police. The owner was notified.
 A caller reported juveniles 
jumping off the Port Chilkoot 
dock. Officers made contacts 
with the individuals.
 A 36-year-old man was 
arrested for dr iving whi le 
intoxicated at 3 Mile Lutak Road 
and transported to the Haines 
jail.
 A dog bite was reported near 
Port Chilkoot dock.
Friday, July 5
 Two bicycles found on Main 
Street were returned to the 
owners.
 A caller reported fireworks on 
Beach Road. Officers conducted 
patrols.
 A caller reported a bear at 
Third Avenue and Lynnview 
Drive.
Saturday, July 6
 A caller reported a trespasser 
at their residence on Mosquito 

By Heather Lende
Former resident Bernard 

“Jerry” Loomis died July 5 in 
Toledo, Wash. following a brief 
illness. He was 95.

Loomis  came to  Haines 
in 1961 to work as a station 
commander for the U.S. Army’s 
Alaska Communications System. 
His wife Carmen and children 
Bonnie, Robert, Craig, and Jerry 
joined him here in 1962. 

He retired from the Army, but 
stayed on at ACS as the director 
of telecommunications for the 
Army fuel tank farm to the 48 
Mile pipeline pump station. He 
retired in 1972, when he moved 
south.

On a visit to Haines in 1994, 
Loomis led searchers to a site at 
former pump station in Canada 
where he said 40 five-gallon jugs 
of the carcinogenic insecticide 
DDT were buried. 

“Jerry said, ‘You know, this 
probably isn’t right. People 
need to know about this,’” said 
Gershon Cohen, then director of 
the Alaska Clean Water Alliance.

 “We drove up very close to 
the river, and he says ‘Come over 
here, line your sight up on that 
row of trees.’” Loomis pointed to 
a small clearing on the ground and 
said that was where the DDT was 
buried. “Within a week there was 
a whole team with haz-mat suits 
up there,” Cohen said.

Thirty-three jugs were removed 
intact and seven had ruptured. “If 
Jerry had not come forward, by 
this time the cans would have all 
rusted and leaked DDT into the 
river and probably wiped out the 
eagle preserve,” Cohen said.

Jerry Loomis was born Dec. 

2, 1921 in Seattle, Wash. and 
grew up in the Seattle area. He 
graduated from Roosevelt High 
School, joined the Army during 
World War II and was wounded 
in France. He landed at Normandy 
six days after the Allied invasion 
and fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge. 

Son Jerry Loomis said his father 
was present at the liberation of 
one of the Nazi concentration 
camps and the memory of that 
haunted him. 

Loomis stayed in the Army 
after the war, and was stationed 
in Fairbanks where he met 
Carmen Stone. They married and 
homesteaded 480 acres outside of 
Fairbanks previous to transfer to 
Wrangell, then Haines. 

Loomis  bought  a  hal f  a 
homestead at 2.5 Mile Haines 
Highway that his sons still own, 
and worked as an electrician, 
helped build houses, and once 
raised a tugboat that sunk at 

Lake Road. Weapons and 
alcohol were involved. The caller 
later canceled the report.
 A radio found at 30 Mile 
Haines Highway was turned in 
to police.
 Officers assisted a motorist 
on Second Avenue.
 A  c a l l e r  r e q u e s t e d 
documentation that they were 
not involved in an incident.
 O f f i c e r s  i n ve s t i g a t e d 
damages to an abandoned 
residence on Beach Road.
 A caller reported their vehicle 
was disabled on Lutak Road.
Sunday, July 7
 A citizen requested extra 
enforcement of non-permitted 
vehicles that are parking in the 
handicapped zone on Main 
Street.
 A citizen reported bushes 
obstructing the view of oncoming 
traffic on Oslund Drive, an officer 
was advised.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
driving recklessly on Third 
Avenue. Officers were unable 
to locate the vehicle.
Monday, July 8
 Ha ines  Vo lun teer  F i re 
Department responded to a 
brush fire on Sawmill Road.
  There were six traffic stops, 
18 medical cal ls and four 
medical calls. 

Glacier Point. He operated the 
tug towing log rafts for the 
Schnabel Lumber Company and 
Alaska Forest Products. “It took a 
couple of months to get it up and 
running,” said son Bob Loomis, 
who worked as a deckhand for his 
father. “It was a wild ride.”

Loomis liked to hunt moose, 
and Bob said, “He took us kids 
everywhere. He found the old 
cable car across the river in 1964 
and he used to pull us all across 
that way, moose and everything.”

In 1972 he and Carmen moved 
south. “They bounced all over the 
place after he retired. The main 
goal was to purchase property, 
improve it, and sell it,” Bob said.

Carmen preceded him in death. 
He leaves daughter Bonnie of 
Toledo, Wash., Jerry of Gig 
Harbor, Craig and Bob of Haines; 
nine grandchildren and 22 great-
grandchildren.

Homesteader Loomis dies at 95

Jerry Loomis

Alaska law prohibited the clerk from determining if the allegations 
in this recall petition were based on facts. TheAlaska Supreme Court 
says voters shall decide the truth, and trusts citizens to not abuse 
the process to simply overturn previous elections.

A recall election is justified when an official acts improperly or 
breaks the law. A recall election is not justified because someone 
doesn’t like an official’s decision on an issue.

Tresham, Heather and Tom are accused of violating the Open 
Meetings Act because Tresham sent an email to Heather. He 
mentions Tom in the email, but the email doesn’t constitute a 
meeting because a majority of the assembly was not party to the 
email. There was no violation of law.

Tom and Heather are accused of violating conflict-of-interest 
rules and “coercing” the Police Chief by suggesting he resume 
posting police blotter information on the police Facebook page. 
The CVN donates newspaper space for the blotter -- no financial 
benefit, no conflict of interest. The blotter was being posted free on 
the department’s Facebook page, so there was no profit gained 
by the newspaper for the blotter. And you cannot coerce an 
employee you do not supervise -- the Police Chief works for the 
Manager, not the Assembly.

These are the facts. The recall attempt is an unethical abuse 
of a broadly worded state law. We must not “convict” these 
Assembly members of crimes they did not commit. Please vote 
NO on Aug. 15.

If you’re not registered to vote, do so on or by July 15 to vote in 
the special election. 

Paid for by Haines Voters Against the Recall, Haines, AK. Margaret Friedenauer, chair, 
approves this message. Contributors: Jerry Balanco, Ron Jacskon, Melissa Aronson, all 
of Haines, AK.

 A near-record harvest of 
hatchery-raised chum salmon 
rocked the commercial fishery 
last week, but a paltry showing of 
Chilkoot Lake sockeyes is putting 
a damper on that news.

 About 150 boats in lower Lynn 
Canal netted an average 3,133 
chums each, making the week’s 
fishing worth about $19,000 per 
boat on average, on chums alone.

 Strong catches in other fishing 
areas dispersed the fleet, resulting 
in more fish for local fishermen.

Preliminary reports from Fish 
and Game this week were that 
about 80 boats harvested 200,000 
chum in Lynn Canal, a boat 
average of around $15,000.

So far, Chilkoot sockeye are 
returning in numbers less than 
half than was projected.    
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COMMUNITY PICNIC at Echo 
Ranch Haines. Join us July 22 
from 10am to 2pm. Visit the 
camp, meet staff, and enjoy good 
food! Contact us on Facebook 
@EchoRanchHaines! (27-28b)

24 FOOT ALUMINUM JETBOAT:. 
Price reduced (again)-NOW 
$18,000! This durable boat 
is great for exploring, fishing, 
hunting, charter. Inboard Ford 
V8 with Hamilton 211 jet. Self 
draining decks, extended 
range tanks, swim step, kicker 
bracket, downrigger brackets, 
hydraulic. Call/text Dave at 907-
305-0633. Last chance before 
it goes to Fairbanks! (26-27b)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1,300 per month, call 907-
723-1599 or 512-658-8813. 
(36cb) 

FOR SALE:17FT BOAT, 70 
horsepower motor, includes 
trailer $3,500. Call 766-3575 
(27f)

YARD SALE SATURDAY, July 15th! 
At the end of Mosquito Lake Rd. 
9am - 2pm. (27f)

SEEKING USED TOYOTA PICKUP, 
90s-era. 766-2688. (12cf)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 5 
year warranty! We also stock 
Thermo-pex tubing and parts 
needed for installation. Alaska 
Native Arts and Foods 800-766-
5406 or 907-303-0130. (22-36b)

Un-Classified Ads

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord  DRY, Split & Delivered 
$200/cord  Green, Split & Delivered
$600/5-cord load of green logs delivered

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT

7 CFR 1944.674(b) Requires 
Tlingit Haida Regional Housing
Authority (THRHA) to announce 
intent to apply for USDA Rural
Development Sect ion 533 
Housing Preservation Grant 
Funds (HPG) for low and very 
low-income rental proper ty 
rehabilitation funding.

THRHA wi l l  submi t  the i r 
application for funding for 
rehabilitation of housing located 
at 52 DeiShu Drive, Haines, 
Alaska. Public comment will be 
received through July 17, 2017 
byTHRHA 5446 Jenkins, Dr, 
Juneau, AK 99801 or via email: 
jwiita@thrha.org (25-27)

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION 
AUGUST 15, 2017

PROPOSITION #1
Subject: Recall of Assembly Member Tresham Gregg 
PROPOSITION #2
Subject: Recall of Assembly Member Heather Lende
PROPOSITION #3
Subject: Recall of Assembly Member Tom Morphet

 
                  Mon          Tue          Wed           Thur          Fri               Sat
                          Lap Swim                        Lap Swim                                                  Lap Swim                
                6:30-7:50am       Closed         6:30-7:50am               Closed          6:30-7:50am
           Aerobics 8-9am           Aerobics 8-9am                                     Aerobics 8-9am     
        Swim Club 9:30-12                    Swim Club 9:30-12   Swim Club 9:30-12    
         Lap Swim10-12                 Lap Swim 10-12                       Lap Swim 10-12 
Open Swim w/Play Module Open Swim w/Play Module             Open Swim w/Play Module
           12:30-2pm                  12:30-2pm               12:30-2pm
 Everyone Welcome                         Everyone Welcome                                                   
       4:30-7pm                                           4:30-7pm                                                           
               Open Swim 6-7:30pm

Pool Schedule

Space provided courtesy of  Chilkat Valley News

SUMMER 2017

 Everyone 
   Welcome
  4:30-7 pm

Family & Lap Swim 4-5:30pm

Pet of the Week

Krystal Norberg, LMT
      (907) 314-0997

-Therapeutic Massage for
  Injury Rehabilitation

           -Sports Training
         -Deep Relaxation

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

Get your motors running
Outboards, Autos

STIHL        outdoor 
equipment in stock.

Canal Marine & Auto

 Open Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm
Sat • 10 am - 3 pm

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Summer hours
M-Sat, 9A - 5:30P

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

DR. CHRISTOPHER 
THORGESEN, D.C.

225 MAIN STREET    766-3555

M-F 9-6

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

5”   5-1/8”    5-1/4”   6”

Surf  Fisheries Supply
In Stock Now!

Patch
Web

Lawn Development and 
Erosion Control

J &         J
HYDROSEEDING, LLC     

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com

Houlberg
Plumbing & Heating, LLC

plumbing & heating services 

Commercial ~ Residential

767-5693

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

ARE YOU PLANNING TO RUN FOR BOROUGH OFFICE?
On October 3, 2017, Haines Borough registered voters will be electing the following o�  ces: one mayor, 
three assembly members (two with 3-year terms and one with a 1-year term) and four school board 
members (three with 3-year terms and one with a 1-year term).

 Candidate Filing Period:  August 1st through 20th
Training for those contemplating a run for borough assembly will be Monday, July 17, 5:30pm, 
Borough Assembly Chambers.
To declare your candidacy, you may obtain the necessary forms from the Borough Clerk’s O�  ce in 
the Borough Administration Building at 103 � ird Ave. South, Haines 99827; or from the borough’s 
election website at: http://www.hainesalaska.gov/administration/run-borough-o�  ce. Residency and 
voter registration requirements must be met.
NOTE: State law permits campaigning prior to � ling candidacy PROVIDED a Candidate Letter of 
Intent Form is � rst � led with the Alaska Public O�  ces Commission (APOC). 
� at form is available at the following website: https://myalaska.state.ak.us/apoc/form/.

HAVE A SAY IN YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT - RUN FOR OFFICE!
“It’s	true	that	you	are	blessed	&	lucky.	It’s	true	that	you	are	
touched	by	something	that	will	grow	and	bloom	in	you.”

~	10,000	Maniacs

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date           High        Low        Rain   Day       Date           High        Low       Rain    
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 10

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 10

65
73
68
62
58
58
55

50
52
51
51
52
52
51

0
0
0

trace
0.52
0.01
0.27

53
72
77
74
67
56
61

47
46
47
51
45
44
47

0.14
0
0

0.02
0
0

0.56
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KINGS from page 1BOAT from page 1 

An steel shaft embedded in concrete stopped the runaway rig. 

The leaders behind a 

FREE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE COLLECTION 

WHO’S ELIGIBLE: All households and government 
agencies. Please contact the Borough at 766-2231 
ext.31 for more information.
WHAT’S ELIGIBLE: Poisons, disinfectants, solvents, 
herbicides, used oil, � ammable liquids (gasoline, 
diesel fuel, Blazo, etc.,) paint products, paint thinner, 
furniture stripper, antifreeze, acids, cleaners, pesti-
cides, transmission � uid, wood preservatives, � oor 
wax, printing & photographic chemicals, Ni-Cad & 
lithium batteries, auto batteries, and mercury. 
PLEASE BRING ALL MATERIALS 
IN ORIGINAL CONTAINERS
WHAT’S NOT ELIGIBLE: Explosives, blasting caps 
and gun powder, reactives such as sodium metal, in-
fectious wastes, radioactive wastes, and any item not 
mentioned in the eligibility list.
WHERE: Old Public Works Shop Yard - Union Street 
between Fi� h and Sixth Avenues.
WHEN: Friday, July 21, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 
July 22, 8 a.m. - noon (or until containers are full.)
SPONSORED BY: � e Haines Borough in 
partnership with Southeast Conference

she heard a loud scraping sound 
and looked up. The trailer was 
heading toward her, at a distance 
of about 10-15 feet. 

“I was totally in its trajectory,” 
Mitchell said. “It was really 
close.” For reasons she can’t 
explain, she pointed at it. “It 
started to pass the (pickup) truck. 
That’s when I said to myself, 
‘Oh, run.’” 

As the trailer left the roadway, 
its front, right-side tire squarely 
hit an I-beam sunk in concrete at 
the base of the flagpole, apparently 
stopping the boat’s momentum 
abruptly.

By then the tongue of the trailer 
had broken some balusters of 
a handrail at Uniquely Alaskan 
Gifts. It came to a rest about four 
feet short of the building. The 
flagpole bent over but stopped 
a few feet shy of hitting the gift 
shop’s roof.

Surveying the scene, including 
a bent flagpole and a bent trailer 
axle but only scratches to the boat 
and pickup truck and no damage 
to the gift shop, Marquardt said, 
“I guess I’m lucky and unlucky in 
the same package.”

Ogborn was at the wheel of the 
truck and the two were moving the 
boat from Second Avenue Auto 
to near the Haines Quick Shop, 
Marquardt said. 

Marquardt said he believed 
that the trailer’s safety chain – 
intended to keep a trailer and 
vehicle connected if a ball-hitch 
fails – was fastened at the time of 
the accident.

Pedestrian Mitchell described 
the circumstances of the accident 
as uncanny.

“It missed all the pedestrians. It 
was going to keep going down the 
sidewalk then it stopped squarely 
on a piece of metal that had no 

reason to be there,” she said.
The accident is not unlike others 

that have befallen businesses 
located at the bottom of local hills. 
At the other end of the block from 
the accident site, The Parts Place 
was hit by vehicles three times 
over the course of about 20 years 
– including once by a driverless 

pickup truck that came through 
its north-facing wall.

The municipality eventually 
put a cement barricade on the 
sidewalk there.

“When the building was the 
post office, it was hit numerous 
times, also,” parts clerk Tyler 
Scovill said this week.

be obvious that state restrictions 
on users other than subsistence 
fishermen haven’t gone far 
enough. “Everybody wants to 
be a millionaire off our natural 
resources and no one’s thinking 
about the long run,” he said.

Subsistence fisherman Michael 
George said he was planning 
to fish near David’s Cove this 
weekend. He uses an old skiff 
he got for free and said the 30 
sockeye he takes are “super 
important” to his household.

“For so many people it seems 
like just a lifestyle, but for some of 
us, it’s really important,” George 
said. He said the state should make 
subsistence fishing in the Chilkat 
River easier, as that requires only 
a net and can be done by low-
income residents.

“For people with no money, a 
person with a bike can go out to 
4 Mile and at least get some food. 
I want the kings to survive, but 
they survive best if you’re by the 
river and just sitting by your net,” 
George said. 

Even with the most restrictive 
closures in memory, the Chilkat 
River king salmon run may not 
meet escapement goals if recent 
population estimates are accurate, 
biologists said this week.

 Rich Chapell,  sport fish 
b io logis t  wi th  the  Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, 
said only 38 large kings had been 
caught in fish wheels and a lower-
river test fishery through Tuesday. 
He said that ties for the lowest 
July count since 1991. Between 
1994 and 2016, early July counts 
of kings in the lower river have 
averaged 151.

Brian El l iot t ,  a  chinook 
research biologist for Fish and 

Game, said the run is tracking 
for an escapement of 800 to 900 
fish.  “We’re way down.” Last 
year, king escapement dropped 
to 1,386, the lowest in at least 27 
years, and perhaps longer.

Sogge said the reason for the 
extension on the subsistence 
closure is that more than half of 
the kings counted in the lower 
river have entered in the past 
week. 

 This year’s in-river numbers 
tie with 2013, which also did not 
meet the state’s goal of returning 
1,850 large kings to the river to 
spawn.

 Chilkat king escapement has 
steadily declined from about 
6,000 fish in the early 1990s. 
Efforts to protect returning kings 
this year included closure of the 
sport fishery and new restrictions 
on subsistence and commercial 
fishermen.

 “Our forecast is coming true, 
which is unfortunate,” Chapell 
said. “We’re pretty certain we’ll 
be below the escapement goal this 
year.”

 The state’s estimate will be 
refined when Fish and Game 
checks king spawning areas in 
August. “By Labor Day we’ll have 
a more precise estimate.”

 Research biologist Elliott 
said Chilkat River fish wheels 
are catching “one-ocean jacks,” 
young fish that are typically still 
in the ocean. That indicated either 
early maturation of fish spawned 
in 2014 or good early-life history 
survival. “We’re hoping it’s the 
latter, not the former,” he said.

 Fish returning early can suggest 
either poor rearing conditions in 
the ocean or good survival of eggs 
becoming mature fish, Elliott said.

 


