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State close to finalizing
interim ferry plan

Arik Miller descends the Piedad trail during the fourth annual Kat-to-Koot Winter Alpine Adventure Race
during this weekend’s Winter Fest. Fifty-nine racers on skis, splitboards and snowshoes competed during
this year’s race. Andy Hedden photo.

Budget can’t support 24-hour service, chief says

By Ceri Godinez
Haines police chief Heath Scott
said the department lacks funding
to provide adequate 24-hour police
service. This comment was part of a
presentation Scott delivered on Feb.
12 to the Public Safety Commission,
which is currently deliberating
budget recommendations for the
coming fiscal year, FY21.
At present, Haines budgets for
a five-officer police force. Scott
presented the commission with
several options moving forward: a
full-time police force with six officers,
the minimum number recommended
by the U.S. Department of Justice in
a document titled “Guidelines for
Starting and Operating a New Police
Department;” a full-time police
force with five officers, substantially
increasing overtime and standby
hours to cover when an officer takes
time off; and a 16-hour per day police
force with four officers, the least
expensive option but an option that
presents challenges for other first
responders.
Commission member Kelly

Williamson, director of Lynn Canal
Counseling who works on-call
for Southeast Alaska Regional
Health Consortium (SEARHC), said
SEARHC could not operate as it does
without 24/7 policing. SEARHC staff
require an officer present to respond
to certain situations like a 2 a.m.
suicide call, she said.
For each of his proposed scenarios
for FY21, Scott prepared a draft
budget. A 16-hour per day police
force would reduce the budget for
the department to $554,812, roughly
equivalent to FY18 funding for a
five-officer force. A 24/7 six-officer
force would cost $780,122. And a
24/7 five-officer force, the status quo,
would cost $702,007.
Scott’s proposed budget for a
24/7 five-officer force in FY21 is a
roughly $90,000 increase over the
FY20 budget. Most of the increase
comes from proposed increases to
overtime and standby hours. His
proposal includes 1,750 overtime
hours, nearly three times FY20
overtime hours, and 5,400 standby
hours, a 22% increase from FY20.

Scott said his proposal is designed
to reduce officer burnout. He
proposed increasing standby and
overtime for FY21 to allow officers
to take more time off for vacation
and required training. Turnover can
cost the borough tens of thousands
in the form of training expenses for
a new hire, Scott said. Long-term,
allowing officers to take time off and
reset could save the borough money,
he said. Although, the proposal
to increase standby and overtime
suggests that officers would likely
make up for any increased time off
by working longer hours.
“I don’t agree that we don’t budget
for training and vacation, so explain
to me how I’m looking at it wrong,”
Haines Chief Fiscal Officer Jila
Stuart said at the meeting. The current
five-officer budget allows for just
under three 10-hour shifts per day,
roughly 30 hours of coverage a day,
she said. If an officer were to take time
off, this would reduce the schedule
to roughly two 10-hour shifts per
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New Ocean Ranger program considered
By Ceri Godinez
The Alaska Legislature is
considering a revised version of a
bill that would eliminate the state’s
Ocean Ranger program and give
the Department of Environmental
Conservation the authority to set
up an oversight program through
regulation.
The Alaska Municipal League
has requested that Haines submit
comments about the bill as a
community impacted by cruise lines
activity, borough manager Debra
Schnabel said in a memo addressed
to the assembly. Schnabel presented
the assembly with several possible
actions including drafting a letter or
resolution in support of or opposition
to the bill. The item had been on
the agenda for Tuesday’s canceled
assembly meeting and will likely
be taken up at the next scheduled
meeting on March 10.

Approved as part of a 2006
ballot initiative, the Ocean Ranger
program requires the presence of
a “state-employed marine engineer
(ocean ranger) licensed by the Coast
Guard to observe health, safety and
wastewater treatment and discharge
operations” on large cruise ships.
The ballot initiative implemented
a $4 per passenger fee to support
program costs.
During the 2019 legislative
session, at the request of the
governor’s administration, Senate
Bill 70 and its companion, House
Bill 74, were introduced to repeal the
program. The governor’s proposed
repeal of the Ocean Ranger program
proved unpopular. Communities
and individuals throughout the
state wrote letters of opposition.
Last May, the Haines assembly at
the time passed a resolution “fully
(supporting) the Ocean Ranger

program, and strongly (opposing)
legislative actions that would repeal
the Ocean Ranger program.”
Neither the Senate nor the House
took action on the bill during the
last legislative session, leaving the
program in state law. However, the
governor effectively shut down the
program when he vetoed funding for
it from the state’s operating budget
last summer.
Earlier this month, the Department
of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) introduced a revised version
of the bill that would repeal the Ocean
Ranger program and replace it with
DEC regulations that would oversee
the cruise ship industry. Other
provisions in the revised bill include:
establishing a new, simplified fee
structure including a discount
to incentivize the installation of

Compiled by Kyle Clayton

I felt so bad. I said ‘I can’t save them
all, but maybe I could save a few.’
I started saving a few and making
things out of them.”
On display will be a piece with
pages from Henry James’ “Turn of
the Screw” and what Horner said is
an improved version of “The Giving
Tree.”
“I have a sculpture from The
Giving Tree,” Horner said. “Some
people love that book. The boy is
just so selfish, so I made it better.”

finally unveil.
Kane purchased the store from its
previous owner in October. Since
then she’s renovated the shop with
new bookshelves, a new paint job
and a laminate floor.
“The fun part has been reenvisioning the space,” Kane said.
“I’m excited to get more feedback
that will help me grow in areas I may
have overlooked. I hope people like
the changes.”
Kane said her stock is focused
on titles published in the last two
years, Alaska-focused books, and
children’s books and toys along with
cards and stationary printed from
small presses.
Like many in town, Kane is hoping
the stock will arrive in a timely
manner.
“Hopefully most of the books will
be here that I ordered,” Kane said.

Arts Outlook
Altered Books
Haines School librarian Leigh
Horner is transforming old, discarded
books that would otherwise end up
in the landfill into aesthetic and
practical art pieces.
Horner uses and combines pages
from various books into elaborate
paper mache pieces and light switch
covers. She’ll have 14 pieces on
display and for sale, with prices
listed in the Dewey Decimal System,
at the Haines Brewing Company on
First Friday.
Horner’s interest in the “Altered
Books” art form began during a book
purge at the school’s library.
“I was having middle schoolers
help me recycle,” Horner said. “They
take the books and rip out the pages
and put the pages in the recycle. This
one student sat in the corner and cried.

The Bookstore
Haines’s new bookstore, “The
Bookstore,” is hosting its grand
opening March 6 during First Friday
celebrations.
Blues musician Sammy Burrous,
a recent transplant from Juneau,
will perform during the 5 to 7 p.m.
gathering in a space bookstore owner
Amy Kane said she’s excited to
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By Ceri Godinez
The Alaska Department of
Transportation is close to finalizing
interim transportation for passengers
while its mainline ferries remain out
of service.
In a press release last week, the
department said it “is working
to establish options for interim
passenger and freight service for
the Northern Panhandle in the near
future.”
“I know that they are most serious
about transporting people right now,”
said Senator Jesse Kiehl, who met
with Department of Transportation
officials last Friday to discuss interim
transportation options.
The Department of Transportation
had to follow certain procedures in
order to be able to contract with
private businesses to fill the gap,
Kiehl said. All three ferry unions
had to agree to waive clauses in their
contracts and “let the state contract
this out in interim. Ferry workers
are bailing out (the Department of
Transportation) right now,” he said.
The department also had to follow bid
procedure before signing contracts
with private providers.
“Now (the department is) working
on the schedule,” Kiehl said. He said
he emailed borough managers and
mayors in Haines and Skagway over
the weekend, suggesting they provide
input to the department on what the
finalized schedule should be.
O n We d n e s d a y, F e b . 2 6 ,
Department of Transportation
spokesperson Sam Dapcevich said
the department is finalizing contracts
to provide interim ferry service and
expects to issue a press release with
details later this week.
Pressure has been mounting
for interim service options as the
Department of Transportation has
continued to push back the date
the Matanuska ferry is scheduled

to return to service. Last week,
the department announced the
cancellation of Matanuska sailings
indefinitely.
The Matanuska has been out of
commission due to issues with its
reduction gear system since late
January, leaving the Alaska Marine
Highway without any operational
mainline ferries. It was scheduled
to return to service in early March.
However, nearly a month after the
ship broke down, repairs have yet to
begin. Alaska Public Media reported
that the delay is related to warranty
disputes between the company that
supplied the parts and the company
that installed them, as well as the
custom nature of components needed
for the repair.
The Department of Transportation
said that beginning on April 14, the
Columbia will take over for the
Matanuska. “The Columbia was…
the ship closest to being ready
for operation and able to run the
Matanuska’s route,” Dapcevich said.
Originally placed in cost-saving
layup at the end of last year, the
Columbia had been scheduled to
return to service with a reduced crew
in early May after its scheduled
overhaul period. This includes
the renewal of the vessel’s Coast
Guard certificate of inspection and
engine maintenance required by the
manufacturer. The Alaska Marine
Highway System worked with the
shipyard in Ketchikan to expedite
the Columbia’s overhaul to return the
vessel to service sooner, Dapcevich
said.
On March 5, the Tazlina is
scheduled to begin running a route
between Haines, Skagway, Juneau,
Angoon and Hoonah. However,
without the Matanuska, many other
Southeast communities will remain
stranded unless state-subsidized
interim options come into play..

Organizers begin next
phase of Recall Dunleavy
By Ceri Godinez
Recall Dunleavy is entering its
second round of signature gathering
with the goal of collecting 91,000
signatures statewide in five weeks.
In Haines, signature booklets arrived
on Wednesday, and the campaign
will hold a kickoff event March 6,
stationing volunteers throughout
town during First Friday events.
Volunteers in Haines have created
a Facebook page titled “Recall
Dunleavy-Haines” where they
will post information about static
locations where people can drop in
and sign the petition as well as pop-up
events around town, said Anne Marie
Palmieri, member of the local Recall
Dunleavy effort.
Palmieri said some volunteers
will begin collecting signatures in
the community before the kickoff
event. For example, “Erika Merklin
is planning to have her book at
Monday’s Seed Swap at Mosquito
Lake Community Center.”
The Recall Dunleavy campaign
in Haines consists of roughly 10
volunteers, Palmieri said. But not
all will be collecting signatures.
Palmieri said she believes each

community was asked to estimate
the number of signatures they could
collect and were issued booklets
based on these estimates.
Five or six volunteers in Haines
will receive signature booklets,
Palmieri said. Multiplied by 150
signature lines per booklet, this
suggests the recall effort in Haines
is hoping to collect between 750 and
900 signatures to contribute to the
statewide total.
“ I t ’s a p r e t t y s i g n i f i c a n t
commitment for someone to take
a booklet,” Palmieri said. Each
signature booklet is unique to one
person and nontransferable. Some
signature gatherers have offered
to let people stop by their houses.
Others are willing to make house
calls for less mobile members of the
population, she said.
There is no single issue that
motivates people to sign, Palmieri
said. “It’s a personal decision.”
Palmieri said she thinks it’s
possible that the recent gap in ferry
service will add momentum to
signature gathering efforts. While
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Leigh Horner’s new art series called “Altered Books” will be on display
at the Haines Brewing Company on First Friday. The art form gives
discarded books new life, Horner said. Photo courtesy of Leigh Horner.
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Winterfest events a huge success

The Haines Avalanche Center would like to thank all of its volunteers,
sponsors, and supporters who helped make this weekend’s events
a huge success. Haines had a snow- and fun-filled week with free
avalanche awareness, a beacon race, a film fest, and a thrilling alpine
adventure race. Thanks to the SEAK State Fair, Takshanuk Watershed
Council, and Haines Huts for putting on these events, which brought
a lot of folks to town and showed them a great time. And thanks to
Haines Brewing Company for donating beer and Alaska Backcountry
Outfitter for prizes! These events, (and hopefully more to come) prove
that Haines has a lot offer winter visitors.
Thanks,
Erik Stevens

Quality of life keeps people in town

The Haines Borough Assembly is talking about contraction, user fees,
and shuttering quality of life components. In 1730 when a young New
England printer named Ben Franklin launched his Library Company
of Philadelphia paid for by users: 40 shillings for initial membership
and 10 shillings yearly. It allowed its subscribers to borrow one book
at a time, after signing a promissory note. Lending Libraries, now
publicly funded, continue fueling literacy, imagination and growth.
Today we take for granted public funding of libraries, schools, roadwork, police, fire service and transportation—all deeply socialistic
enterprises. Haines, sometimes inconvenient, and a dark and cold
habitat, is made richer by these tax-funded institutions. Certainly the
most remarkable of these socialistic constructions is forcing people
like me, who have never procreated a child, to fund schools. Yet,
I’ve never seen a serious CVN letter suggesting that only parents
pay for school. We understand the critical nature of early education.
Our ultra-mobile, older-than-average community votes with more
than ballots. They can vote with plane tickets. So be careful what you
wish for. Shuttering local, “non-essentials” (aka-Library, Museum,
Chilkat Center, Pool), can seem fiscally prudent, but would cause
significant economic contraction. That’s bad for Main Street—Brenda.
Our populace is both local and very mobile, many with passive incomes,
and location-neutral employment. Many who liked the pool, liked
the good library, recalled the Chilkat Center programming—won’t
be hangin’ round, or shopping local for the long winter.
Burl Sheldon

Public hearings for tour permits are helpful

It’s unfortunate that the borough’s Tourism Advisory Board, a
government-sponsored industry group, is considering removing the
requirement for a public hearing on new commercial tours.
Public hearings are appropriate and helpful because tours use our
public roads, public parks, public neighborhoods, public waterways,
and public spaces, like riverside pullouts. Too many tours in one
spot, or the wrong kinds of tours in the right spot, create potential
problems that can be – and have been – identified and resolved in
advance through the public hearing process.
Hearings also serve to introduce a new tour to the public, letting
everyone know what’s coming and what to expect.
The community learned this lesson in the late 1990s when daily
cruise ship dockings prompted creation of all kinds of tours. Most
were professional and appropriate. Some were not. Others were
just problematic, like draft-horse wagon tours that backed up traffic
downtown.
As a result, a tourism board balanced by members from the public
and non-tourism businesses developed a requirement for a public
hearing for new tour permits. The hearing process is not onerous,
political or inappropriate. It’s nearly always a gentle, helpful review
and a chance for members of the public to voice questions, concerns
and suggestions.
It’s worked well. How many tours have ever been denied through
this process? One?
That this is being considered should motivate us to make one
change: Restore a needed balance to our town’s public tourism
board by designating seats for citizens and businesses not affiliated
with the industry.
Tom Morphet

HAINES BOROUGH

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
2025 Comprehensive Plan Action Summary
The Haines Borough is soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to enter into a contract to update and revise the topic areas of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan Action Summary to assure relevancy, consider feasibility and
set priorities through a process of public engagement and
professional treatment. Proposal deadline: noon 3/5/20 to
Borough Clerk’s Office- proposals may be delivered to 103
Third Avenue or emailed to afullerton@haines.ak.us. More
information is available at www.hainesalaska.gov/rfps.

Have tip for Duly Noted?
Send ideas to:
chilkatnews@gmail.com
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To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office,
email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Thursday, February 27

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00
– 11:00 p.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.
Port & Harbor Advisory Committee meeting,
10:30 a.m. at the assembly chambers.
Lynn Canal Toastmasters, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. at
the Library. Build speaking confidence and skill in a
supportive environment. Second and fourth Thursdays monthly. For more information, contact Ron
at 766-3703.
Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at
the assembly chambers.
HEDC meeting, 3:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Lynn Canal Broadcasting (KHNS) Board of
Directors meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the Chilkat Center
Board Room. The public is welcome to attend.
NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building
every Thursday.
NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building every Thursday.

Friday, February 28

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
at the Sheldon Museum. Bring a lunch and lend an
ear! Jenny Lyn Smith will present on her experiences over 50 years of making Northwest Coast Art.
CYD Leap Year Shootout Basketball games,
Boys and girls middle school basketball games
against Whitehorse. Friday through Sunday.

Saturday, February 29

Winter Haines Farmer’s Market & Seed Swap,
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS Hall. Local foods, arts, crafts, and live music.
Scholarship Dinner & Dessert Auction, 5:00
p.m. Presented by the New Hope Fellowship
Church. All proceeds to College Scholarship fund.
Suggest donation is $10 per person. If you wish to
donate but can’t make the dinner, contact New Hope
Fellowship, via Paul, at (907) 767-5467.

Monday, March 2

Sales Tax Free day in Haines.
Gardening event potluck, 5:30 p.m. at the Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Bring something to share, talk about gardening and trade seeds.
Everyone welcome.

Tuesday, March 3

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed

Local Weather
Day
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Date

In Town

February 18
February 19
February 20
February 21
February 22
February 23
February 24

High
38
37
36
36
37
33
27

Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities,
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young
children at Mosquito Lake School Community
Center. Library books can be checked out as well.
766-6422.
Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Legion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to
support scholarship fundraising.
GAS Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Wednesday, March 4

Learn How To… Keep Bees, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at
the Library. With guest presenter Darren Schweinefus.

Thursday, March 5

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at
the assembly chambers.
Two Wheels Around Tunisia, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
at the Library. Tod Sebens shares photos and stories
from his 74-day bike tour around Tunisia.

Friday, March 6

Kids Art Day, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Sheldon Museum. Morning of fun educational art activities. Every other Friday.
CYD Triple Threat Basketball Tournament,
boys and girls middle school basketball games. Friday through Sunday.
First Friday events.
The Bookstore Grand Opening, 5:00 – 7:00
p.m. at the bookstore’s location on Main St. Stop by
for new products and refreshments!
Steel Magnolias, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center.
Play presented by the Lynn Canal Community Players. Friday and Saturday at 7:00 p.m. Sunday at 2:00
p.m. Admission $12.

Saturday, March 7

Fire Service Area #3 meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the
Klehini Valley Fire Hall.
Family Nature Series, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
at the American Bald Eagle Foundation. A free fiveweek event series, every Saturday until April 4.
Chilkat Valley Mining Forum, Constantine
Updates, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS hall.

Sunday, March 8

Chilkat Valley Mining Forum, Open House,
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS Hall. With refreshments.
Chilkat Valley Mining Forum, Community
Planning, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS hall.

Sponsored
in part by

766-2595

Home Center

Dalton Cache Border Station

Low Precip.

Day

20
34
32
31
30
22
18

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

0.24
0.41
1.19
0.09
0.31
0.16
0.17

Haines

Date

High

February 18
February 19
February 20
February 21
February 22
February 23
February 24

36
37
33
36
32
32
25

Low Precip.
12
30
31
25
25
19
16

0.20
0.07
0.85
0.75
0.37
0.12
0.15

Snow on ground: 59 inches

Duly Noted
By Sylvia Heinz
Ashley Sage received a serendipitous phone call on Valentine’s Day.
Her sister Tara Heinrich, who lives
in rural New Hampshire, wanted to
know if Sage knew Patricia Blank
from Haines. “I told her yes, I know
Pat,” Sage said. Apparently, Heinrich had received a letter with an
insurance payment from Blank directed to Dallas, Texas. Even more
coincidentally, Heinrich’s husband
and Blank’s late husband share the
same first name of Norm. “Texas is
not close to New Hampshire,” Sage
quipped. It is unknown how the
mix-up occurred.
Teri Bastable-Podsiki hosted
another three-part glass class this
week. Ten people attended, and
each student participated in the
start-to-finish evolution of raw
glass to a mini-landscape or abstract design. “(Each piece is) completely different,” Bastable-Podsiki
said. “Some pieces were five layers thick.” Before being fired in
the kiln, pieces can be up to 15mm
thick, but the firing process flattens
the pieces out to 6mm to finish as
a pendant or small display piece.
Work from previous classes is on
display at the First National Bank
of Alaska in Haines.
Haines hunters raised their eyebrows this week when they received
their Tier II subsistence moose tag
results. Although only one member of each household is allowed
a tag, a glitch in the computer program resulted in every member of
each family getting a tag this year.
“It correctly picked the (permit
holder),” said Carl Koch, Douglas assistant area wildlife biologist
for Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. “If you look online now, it
has been corrected.”
The Haines Sheldon Museum
hosted 94 people for History Day.
Lora McCoy, John Carlson, Kelleen Adams, and Sara Delengova
judged 27 entries. The winners will
go on to the state competition, and
state winners will then continue to
nationals. “We have a very good
record of students going to nationals,” said Helen Alten, museum

director. In the category of individual exhibits, Sophia Sutcliffe-Diaz
won first place with “Newsies Stop
the World!,” Alex Weerasinghe
took second place with “Talking to
Victory,” and Klover Cinocco took
third place with “Newborns Need
Help.”
In the category of individual
websites, Lucia Chapell won first
place with “Getting in the Game,”
Emma Dohrn took second place
with “Society Remodeled,” and
Willa Stuart took third place with
“Harnessing the Power of Canines.” In the category of group
exhibits, Hayden Jimenez and
Dalton Henry took third place
with “Unlocking Egypt.” In the
category of group websites, Griffin Culbeck and Leo Wald won
first place with “Full Throttle for
Change,” Trenton Oaks and Marvis Price took second place with
“The Ride to Rights,” and Ariel
Godinez and Miranda Allen took
third place with “Nurses Instead of
Housewives.” The projects will be
displayed at the museum through
Thursday, March 5.
Katie Craney was one of four
visual artists to receive the Connie Boochever Artist Fellowship,
which carries a prize of $2,500. The
purpose of the award is to recognize and support emerging Alaskan
artists of exceptional talent. Craney
said the award for the visual art category is only given once every four
years. “It’s a huge honor,” she said.
“It’s validating that the work I’m
doing matters in a broader context.
It’s the impetus to keep going.”
Klara Maisch, a Fairbanks resident and frequent visitor to Haines,
also received the award.
Jo Goerner and Benjamin Walter canoed the Monongahela River.
They started in the Tygart River in
West Virginia, and canoed 60 miles
over three days to a take-out in
Greensboro, Pennsylvania. A highlight included a night at Prickett’s
Fort, which was built in 1774. “It
was a nice mellow trip with warm
weather,” Goerner said. “Almost 70
degrees one day!”
The Valentine’s Day student

government fundraiser raised
enough money to completely fund
registration costs for the upcoming statewide student government
conference at Mount Edgecumbe,
a school in Sitka. The fundraiser
was spearheaded by the students
and included boxes of cupcakes
with personalized messages and
a rose. “Lydia Andriesen is the
president and took lead on organization,” said Alex Van Wyhe, the
high school English teacher at the
Haines Borough School. Haley and
Hannah Boron, Dylan and Sally
Chapell, Dori and Avari Getchell,
Lydia Andriesen, Brennan Palmieri, and Claire Waldo all worked
on preparing cupcakes and frosting from scratch, boxing and wrapping, and creating the personalized
notes.
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PRAC recommends assembly
fund avalanche forecasting
By Kyle Clayton
The Haines Borough Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee
voted unanimously to recommend
that the borough assembly fund
the Haines Avalanche Center’s
forecasting efforts.
The recommendation comes
after PRAC chair Scott Sundberg’s
creation of an avalanche awareness
subcommittee. Sundberg was looking
for ideas to promote winter safety
awareness for winter recreationists
after two Haines youths died in an
avalanche in early January. The
committee met last month when HAC
director Erik Stevens requested that
PRAC make such a recommendation.
“What we need right now is
funding,” Stevens said at the
subcommittee’s January meeting.
“This year that dropped off. We’re
going to be asking the borough
assembly to find money for the
avalanche center. We believe it is
appropriate to find borough money

to fund avalanche safety.”
Stevens said the center is unable
to provide regular forecasts with
current funding levels. The assembly
denied the center’s $20,000 request
in December. Previous borough
assemblies have provided between
$1,500 to $5,000 to HAC since 2015.
“We can reach far more people with
forecasting. When I say forecasting,
it’s not just about telling you where to
go or what to do,” Stevens said at the
subcommittee meeting last month.
“We tell people places to avoid and
specific dangers they should watch
out for.”
Last week, Sundberg supported
the funding request at Thursday’s
PRAC meeting. “I think it’s an easy
one to pass and put in the assembly’s
court,” Sundberg said.
PRAC members Lori Smith,
Garrett Montgomery, John Nettleton
and Sundberg all voted to support the
recommendation.

Meanwhile, the Haines Borough
School Board is discussing making
avalanche safety part of the school’s
permanent curriculum. Principal
Rene Martin said the school is adding
winter safety to its health curriculum
for sixth through ninth grades.
“We will work with the Haines
Avalanche Center for content and
assistance in instructing,” Martin
said. “It won’t be an official adoption
to the curriculum until health comes
up again in the curriculum rotation
but we will still be teaching the class.”
She said when the school polled
high school students whether they
had interest in a basic avalanche
awareness certification paid for
by the school, only two students
expressed interest.
“That concerns me but I haven’t
had a chance to see if it is because
they’ve already taken it or we just
don’t have the interest with this
particular group,” Martin said.

TAB keeps public hearings for tour permits
By Ceri Godinez
To u r i s m A d v i s o r y B o a r d
members upheld the status quo
during a meeting last week to
finalize recommendations about two
contentious issues in tourism code:
public hearing requirements and
exemptions for tour permits.
The board had been meeting
weekly throughout February to
finalize recommendations that will
go before the assembly along with
recommendations from borough staff
and other advisory committees as
part of a multi-year effort to revise
Haines tourism code.
The Tourism Advisory Board
voted five to one in favor of
recommending that tour permit
public hearing requirements remain
unchanged—all new tour permit
applicants or applicants seeking
to expand their tour business will
need to go before the assembly for
a public hearing and final approval.
Members Sean Gaffney, Lori Smith,
Diana Lapham, Kelleen Adams and
Barbara Mulford voted in favor of
the recommendation with chair Andy
Hedden the sole “no” vote.
For weeks, members had attempted

RECALL from page 1

she understands that current ferry
issues are not the product of a single
governor’s administration, “what is
really lacking right now is leadership
from the governor’s office about the
ferry situation,” she said. “(Governor
Dunleavy) is not out there being
visible and communicating with
people and telling us what’s going
on… we’ve seen this time and time

to weigh the public’s desire to have
input in regulation of the tourism
industry against the desire to lessen
the burden of hearing requirements
for both borough administration and
new tour permit applicants.
Alternative proposals included: a
mechanism for triggering a public
hearing based on criteria like the
number of complaints received;
a size threshold, requiring public
hearings only for larger tours; a
temporary permit approved without
a public hearing and valid for only
a short span of time in order to give
business owners the opportunity to
try something new; and a proposal to
batch tour permit hearings by limiting
them to a set number of dedicated
assembly meetings throughout the
year.
However, each of these had
drawbacks for various Tourism
Advisory Board members and the
majority felt it was most important
to preserve the public hearing as a
mechanism for public engagement.
In addition to recommending that
the assembly keep current public
hearing requirements, the board
voted five to one in favor of changing
the definition of “commercial

tour” to specify that it applies only
to activities that take place on a
single day in the borough. The
recommendation preserves current
exemptions for guided hunting and
multi-day trips while eliminating
the need for a separate exemption
code. Mulford was the sole “no”
vote, supporting the intent of the
recommendation but favoring a
definition with cleaner language.
Members explained preserving
exemptions for guided hunting by
saying that it was never an activity
the community intended to regulate.
Hedden said exemptions for multiday trips were necessary because
of the often customized nature of
these excursions. A business owner
specializing in small, multi-day,
multi-sport tours would almost need
to get an individual permit for each
trip, Hedden said. Requiring these
businesses go through the permitting
process has the potential to squash
a rapidly growing sector of the tour
industry, he said.
The Tourism Advisory Board will
meet Thursday, Feb. 27 to finalize
recommendations for tourism code
revisions.

again. And perhaps that is something
that will resonate with Haines
residents and embolden them to sign
the petition.”
Palmieri said she has been
surprised by the way “this issue
is really crossing a lot of political
boundaries and the fact that this is
not a Republican or Democrat or
liberal or conservative issue. There

are so many people of all political
beliefs coming together and being
united on this one issue.”
“I felt called to volunteer,”
said Palmieri, who got involved
after seeing a notice on the Recall
Dunleavy Facebook page. “I
believe the governor did violate
the constitution and that people in
elected positions need to be held
accountable for their actions.” The
recall process, outlined in the state’s
constitution, is the mechanism for
doing that, she said.
Last year, during the first phase of
signature gathering, recall volunteers
in Haines devoted a weekend to

Residential • Commercial • Land
Shop local - List your home with us!

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S 766-3510 www.hainesrealestate.com

Leap Year Shootout
CYD basketball with Whitehorse
Friday, February 28th–Sunday, March 1st
This event only comes around every 4 years, don’t miss it!

To volunteer, contact giddingslori@yahoo.com
OR bbard@haines.ak.us

See you there 766-3340 or 766-3380

Fifty-nine racers competed in this year’s Kat-to Koot race.
White out conditions on Mount Ripinski forced race organizers
to change the route. Instead of hiking up and over Mount Ripinski
and ending on Lutak Road, racers turned around before the peak
and finished at the starting line in Dalton City.
First overall, first skis, first men: 1:49:06
Caelan McLean, Whitehorse
Colin Abbott,
First mixed gear, mixed gender, second overall: 1:55:45
Erik Stevens, Haines
Leslie Cromwell, Haines junction
Jonny Cromwell, Haines junction
First snowshoe, first women, fifth overall: 2:22:34
Josie Allen, Haines
Genevieve Bell
First snowboard, 18 overall: 4:11:48
Ruth O’Beirne, Whitehorse
Timothé Lamoureux
First Tele skis, first family team: 2:29:29
Lizi Wirak, Haines
Tracy Wirak
Youngest team: 3:25:43
Dalton Henry, Haines
Arik Miller
Leo Wald
Best dressed: 4:34:20
Henry Leasia, Haines
Marie Boisvert
Matthew Jillson
Youngest team member: 5:42:01
Zephyr Sincerny, Haines
Lylith Widmer
Aven Sincerny (7 months)
City cup:
Haines Junction 2:48:09 (3 racers)
Whitehorse 3:07:07 (22 racers)
Haines 3:49:08 (30 racers)
Juneau 3:51:37 (1 racer)
Avalanche Beacon Race event hosted by Haines Avalanche Center
First place: David Simmons; 4:54
Second place: Lindsay Johnson; 4:56
Second place: Giselle Miller; 4:56
Third place: Beth Douthit; 6:20
Fourth place: Spencer Baumgartner; 12:22

collecting signatures, gathering
roughly 300 between Aug. 2 and
5, according to past Chilkat Valley
News reporting. A total of 46,405
signatures were gathered statewide
over the course of roughly five weeks.
For phase two of signature
gathering, recall volunteers will start
from scratch. While the campaign
needs to collect just over 71,000
valid signatures to hold a recall
election, Palmieri said they are
hoping to give themselves a roughly
20,000-signature buffer in case some
are rejected.
The recall’s second phase of
signature gathering was put on

Congratulations to our 2020
Business Excellence Award Winners!

2020 Business of the Year Award -- Alaska Seaplanes
2020 Rising Star Award -- Haines Industrial Supply
2020 Customer Service Award -- Howser’s IGA
2020 Community Citizen Award -- Haines Volunteer Fire
Department and Emergency Medical Services
Thank you to our members, our generous sponsors,
and everyone who attended “One Hot Havana
Night!” Looking forward to next year’s event!

The American Bald Eagle Foundation Presents:

Family Nature Series

nd

Take another EXTRA 10% off
alcohol, groceries &
general merchandise!
Thats a total of 15.5% off!

Kat-to-Koot Winter Alpine
Adventure Race results

Haines Chamber of Commerce

Mountain Sales Tax Free Day is
Market Monday, March 2 !
March 7-April 4
Saturdays:
10am-Noon
Open to local
families

February 27, 2020

A Free 5-week event series highlighting:
•Local wildlife
•Birds of prey in your area and how to spot them
•Our impact on the environment
•Animal training and care
•Natural history museums
•And more!
Call 766-3094 or email josh@baldeagles.org with any questions

hold last fall after the state Division
of Elections rejected the recall
application, saying the grounds for
the recall did not meet standards
described in state law, which are lack
of fitness, incompetence, neglect of
duties, or corruption.
The governor has said that he
believes the recall effort is politically
motivated and a response from
people who disagree with his policy
decisions. The Alaska Department
of Law has stated that the reasons
outlined in the recall application do
not meet statutory standards.
Recall Dunleavy proponents
outlined the reasons for the recall
in the petition application: failure
to appoint a judge to the Palmer
Superior Court within the legally
required timeline, misuse of state
funds by authorizing the purchase
of electronic advertisements without
proper disclosure, abuse of lineitem veto authority as a retaliatory
measure against the judicial branch,
and a “mistaken” veto of $18 million
in Medicaid funding.
Recall Dunleavy appealed to the
courts to overturn the Division of
Elections’ decision. In January,
Anchorage Superior Court judge
Eric Aarseth ruled that all but the
Medicaid funding veto were valid
grounds for recall.
The state Department of Law has
appealed to the Alaska Supreme
Court to overturn the ruling, with oral
arguments scheduled to take place
on March 25. In the meantime, the
Alaska Supreme Court has allowed
signature collection to begin.
If the court rules in favor of the
recall effort and volunteers succeed
in reaching the requisite number of
signatures, a special election will be
held no more than 90 days after the
Division of Elections determines
the petition was properly filed. This
could mean a recall election as soon
as this summer if Recall Dunleavy
reaches its five-week signature
collection goal.

Subscribe to the

Grand Opening!
First Friday, March 6th, 5-7pm

Happy 50th!

Stop by for new books,
cards, stationary, toys & refreshments!
Also **live music** performed by Sammy Burrous!
Regular hours Tuesday-Saturday 11am-5pm
223 Main Street, HainesBookstore@gmail.com

Chilkat
Valley News
Support

independant
journalism in
Haines
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day, which is how the department is
currently functioning until it hires a
fifth officer, she said.
Right now, the Haines Police
Department is budgeted for five
officers, but only four positions are
filled. To cover the community 24
hours a day, seven days a week, one
officer works a shift from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through Thursday,
Scott said. A second officer works
a 10-hour shift beginning in the
afternoon. When the department
hires a fifth officer, they will staff
times when the department receives
higher numbers of calls, he said.
Any gaps in the schedule are filled
by officers on standby, Scott said.
While on standby, officers are not
on the job, but they have to remain
within phone service and be ready to
go out on a call at any time. Standby
shifts are stressful for officers
because they have to remain alert,
Scott said. Officers are compensated
at a rate of $8 an hour for standby,
according to their union-negotiated
contract. If an officer goes out on a
call during this time, they switch into
overtime, one and a half times their
hourly wage, Scott said.
Scott said police departments
throughout the state are experiencing
officer retention issues. He listed
Skagway as an example. According
to the Alaska Department of Public
Safety’s website, communities
including Cordova, Craig, Juneau,
Ketchikan, Sitka and Wrangell are
all trying to hire an officer. In 2018,
Alaska Public Media reported the
Department of Public Safety was
struggling to keep state troopers,
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who were leaving for better pay and
benefits packages in other states.
Several years ago the Haines
Police Department was underfunded,
in terms of gross wages, compared
to departments in similarly sized
communities in Southeast. Since
FY17, when Scott took charge of the
department, the budget has grown
every year. During this span of time,
overtime hours have doubled and
standby hours have increased by
a multiple of five. For the current
fiscal year, standby hours more than
doubled in an effort to compensate for
the assembly’s directive that officers
respond to urgent calls outside the
townsite.
It is challenging to draw a
straight comparison between police
department budgets for different
communities as departments can
vary in the way they structure
benefits packages and whether or
not dispatch, officers, and DMV
staff are included in a single budget.
Communities differ in aspects
like service area size, trooper
presence, and crime rates. “While
you have to be careful when drawing
conclusions, comparing gross wages
for officers across departments might
be the best way to draw a reasonable
comparison,” Stuart said.
Comparing the gross earnings of
Haines officers to other departments
in Southeast suggests that current
officer earnings are equivalent to,
if not more than, gross earnings for
officers in other departments.
The Skagway Police Department,
with four officers and six other

Corrections:
Last week’s story “Assembly Discusses Swath of Budget Cuts”
paraphrased assembly member Brenda Josephson as asking the borough
manager to “look to cut everything besides education, public works and
public safety.” Josephson told the manager that budget priorities include
education, public works and public safety and that “everything else is
an area you should be looking at for cuts.”
Last week’s photo captioned “Kindergarten through fourth-grade
students perform ‘Listen’ at Elizabeth Peratrovich Day celebration”
should have been captioned “Third through fifth graders perform a dance
at Elizabeth Peratrovich Day celebration.” Photo credit was given to Ceri
Godinez but should have been given to Lori Giddings.

Referees, Clock and Score Keepers
needed for the CYD Triple Threat
Basketball Tournament
March 6th - 8th,

employees, budgeted $586,799 for
salaries in FY20, roughly $68,000
less than Haines’ five-officer force
for the same fiscal year.
Wrangell, a community with
nearly twice as many reports of
crimes like rape, assault and theft
as Haines according to the last
statewide crime report compiled by
the Department of Public Safety,
budgeted $424,315 in gross wages
for its six-officer force in FY20,
about $30,000 more than the total
gross wages for Haines’ five-officer
force in FY20 and $30,000 less than
the five-officer budget Scott proposed
for FY21.
Craig, a community that had
nearly three times as many offenses
reported in 2018 as Haines according
to the same statewide crime report,
budgeted $100,000 less in gross
wages for its five-officer force in
FY20 than Scott proposed for Haines’
five-officer force in FY21.
The main discrepancy between
these budgets comes from the number
of overtime and standby hours. Craig
budgeted 1,500 fewer standby hours
and roughly one-third as much in
overtime wages as Scott proposed
for Haines in FY21.
The Public Safety Commission
will tackle questions of how Haines
can combat officer attrition and what
appropriate funding levels for FY21
look like in an austere budget climate
over the course of the coming weeks
as it prepares recommendations for
the assembly. The commission’s next
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
March 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Recording
766-2113
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• DustyTrails Conditional

Use Permit Application
#20-2 (C-MIS-0P-0100)
Regarding
the
reconstruction of E
Building.

• Dusty Trails

Variance
Application #203 (C-MIS-0P-0100)
Regarding the number of
required parking spaces.

Depart
to SGY

Depart
to JNU

No SGY No JNU
1:45pm 2:30pm

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters
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Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Shop local, support friends and neighbors!
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The sales tax holiday is voluntary
for Haines merchants. Participating
businesses will not charge Haines
Borough sales tax on purchases made
on Monday, March 2.

There was one 911 hang-up,
three canine, 10 EMS calls and 11
traffic stops during this reporting
period. Additional information is
available on the Haines Borough
Police Department website and
Facebook page.

Classes available at Thor’s:
Spin Class: for members only

HIIT Fit: open to the public

6:30 p.m. in Assembly
Chambers (213 Haines Hwy)

11:30am 12:15pm
No JNU No SGY
Arrive
from SGY

reported a violation of conditions
of release.
A caller reported a suspicious
vehicle on Second Avenue.
Received a citizen complaint
from a 31.5 Mile Haines Highway
caller.
Sunday, February 23
Received a report of a cow and
calf moose on Mud Bay Road.
A caller reported trespassers on
400 Block Young Road.
Monday, February 24
Responded to a domestic dispute
on Main Street. Investigation
continues.
HBPD investigated a report
of blood in the snow on Fourth
Avenue.
Cited a vehicle for parking in
front of a fire hydrant on Main
Street.

March 12, 2020

PUBLIC HEARINGS

All February ferries canceled
NORTHBOUND
TAZLINA
Friday
3/6
TAZLINA
Sunday
8

Tuesday, February 18
A Canadian driver’s license was
found and placed in safekeeping.
A message was relayed to the
owner of a vehicle parked in a
private parking lot on Main Street.
A caller at 31.5 Mile Haines
Highway reported receiving a
harassing telephone call.
A caller reported a vehicle in a
parking lot on Third Avenue.
A caller at 31.5 Mile Haines
Highway reported receiving a
harassing telephone call.
Thursday, February 20
An intrusion alarm was activated
at 0 Mile Haines Highway.
A caller reported a vehicle in
the ditch on Mud Bay Road. No
injuries/damages.
Friday, February 21
A caller on South Sawmill Road
reported identity theft.
A caller repor ted seeing a
possible fire at Hooligan Point.
HBPD contacted a pedestrian on
300 Block Haines Highway.
Saturday, February 22
HVFD responded to a call for
service.
A caller on Mosquito Lake Road

HAINES BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION

FERRY SCHEDULE

For more
info,
call the
terminal
766-2111

Police Report

(no extra charge)
Monday, Wednesday at 5:30pm &
Saturday, Sunday at 9am

Public Comments may be sent
in writing to: Haines Borough,
Planning Commission, Box
1209, Haines, AK. 99827
or to Tim O’Melia tomelia@
haines.ak.us or by attending
the meeting.

Support your CYD Basketball
teams by watching or volunteering!
Text/Call Ben Bard (907)314-2340
or email bbard@haines.ak.us

February 27, 2020

(non-members $8, members $6)
Tuesday, Thursday at 5:30pm

Request for Proposal
Description. The Chilkoot Indian Association is requesting proposals
for the kitchen area of our Docking Facility located at 142 South Beach
Road.
This location is a prime beach front building that is located next to the
Port Chilkoot Cruise Ship Dock. This offer is for rental of the space only,
no equipment is included in the rental. The space is being offered for
one six month season with the possibility of a long term lease.
Receipt of Proposals. Please submit proposals to Chilkoot Indian Association located at 112 Third Ave South to the Dock Manager James Blilie.
Proposals delivered by United States Postal Service must be sent to
James Blilie, Dock Manager
Chilkoot Indian Association
P.O. Box 490 / 112 Third Ave S
Haines, Alaska 99827-490
Proposal Packet. All Proposal packets must include:
1. A six month business proposal for our 660 square foot kitchen area.
2. Descriptions of the equipment you intend to bring on site
3. A resume that includes successful business operations with
references
4. Copy of your business license and insurance will be required upon
a signed agreement
Please have your packet labeled, “Chilkoot Indian Association Public
Docking Facility Kitchen Business Proposal”
Request. If anyone desires to see the location before entering in their
proposal please contact the Dock Manager James Blilie at (907) 7662323 or (907) 314-2430 for a tour of the whole facility.
Opening of Proposals. All proposals will be opened on 3/20/2020 and
a decision will be made by 3/27/2020.
This is a Federally Recognized Tribal Government that has a member first preference. Please be prepared to pass a criminal background check and have a
credit check done upon Chilkoot Indian Associations decision to accept your
proposal.
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(Un)Classified Ads
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL)
has space available. Applications
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135,
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616
ext #3 or #4. Email applications
may be sent to interested parties.
Call for more information. (cb)
WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES
townsite located on Picture Point.
Public water to lot, approved DEC
septic design. $250,000 terms
possible. 907-723-1599. (cb)
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc.
is recruiting for an individual
that can work with elders as a
“Personal Assistant”. Training
available, please note this is a
very demanding position. A back
ground check is required, flexible
hours, and working night shift
is required. Not everyone will
meet this challenge and have the
“caring gene” required. $15 an
hour is the starting wage. Equal
opportunity employer. (907- 766
- 3616 extension #4) (cb)
WA N T E D, o l d a i r c r a f t p a r t s
inventories and non-airworthy
aircraft. Instate buyer. 907-7456969 (landline). (05-08)
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:
The HBSD is looking for a K-12
Principal. Contact Ashley at
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net
for more info. Closes 2/28/20.
(06-08b)
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:
The Haines Borough School
District is looking for a Secondary
Math/SPED Teacher. Closes on

March 4th. Please contact Ashley
at 766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net
for more info. (07-08b)
Job opportunities at Mountain
Market. Part-time baker(2 days a
week) and grocery floor manager
(full-time position Tues-Sat). Pick
up an application at the front
counter or email us mountain_
market@yahoo.com. (08b)
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:
The HBSD is looking for a
kindergar ten teacher for the
upcoming school year. Position
closes March 11th. Please
contact Ashley at 766-6725 or
ashley@hbsd.net for more info.
(08-09b)
HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Planner I/II
Reg. FT career position, Starting
salary: $48,068 to $57,283
Fo r m o r e i n fo c h e ck w w w.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring app
to Clerk at afullerton@haines.ak.us open until filled with first review date
3/10/20. (08-09b)
HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Police Officer I
Regular, FT, Police Officer position
available; Offered wage: $25.23–
27.23/hr
Fo r m o r e i n fo c h e ck w w w.
hainesalaska.gov. Provide Haines
Borough Employment application
and F-3 to the Clerk by 3/20/20.
Open until filled. EOE. (08-09b)

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs u do
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs yoe math
th

$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

The

766-3321

STUMP COMPANY

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy
Race Realty is an Independently Owned and
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation.

Call (907)789-0555
Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
Juneau, AK 99801

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale
or Lease
Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT

766-2600 call for appointment

8:00 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am
2:05 pm

Depart HNS - Arrive JNU

8:50 am
11:50 am
2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm
3:25 pm

Silent meditation

Depart SGY - Arrive HNS
2:25 pm
2:40 pm

Proud to be part of the Haines community!

6:45pm Tuesdays.
After yoga in the Body IQ
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Becky’s Place
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children
in abusive situations.

Free.
Donations accepted.

Call 766-2105

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036

The

Salvation Army
Family Store

Liz Marantz-Falvey - LMT

Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
766-3653
Thaid
Foo ed
Servily
Da

NOW OPEN!!
• Breakfast •
Doughnuts • Pastries
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm

Accepting Donations
(by appt. only)

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Worship
Service

Haines Home Building Supply

11:00 am
Sunday
5th & Union Street 766-2470

Celebrating
over 50 years

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

serving Haines
and Klukwan!

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Lutak Lumber

Hardware

766-2700

The Lende family business serving professional
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

WINTER HOURS

Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Call for more flight information.
Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com
766-3800 • 800-354-2479

766-2940

• Business Freight
Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Now Stocking:

Closed Sunday

Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories,
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum,
Welders and Welding Gasses.

Haines - Skagway

Depart HNS - Arrive SGY
2:15 pm
2:30 pm

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction
Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
Free estimates on
all your earthwork

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

• Drain Cleaning
• Boiler Work
• New Construction / Remodel
• Radiant Heating Design and
Installation
• Parts sales / Installation
Procedures
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation
Licensed, Bonded &
Insured Mechanical
Contractor

Depart JNU - Arrive HNS

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

(907) 723-1599

Call to make an appointment

February 1 - March 6

20’x50’
30’x50’

All Heated

“Your Haines Plumbing &
Heating Headquarters”
Haines, Alaska 766-2086

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule

February 27, 2020

• IFR Certified
in Caravan

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!
on
Small Tracts
Road

766-2999 • 314-0599

Shop locally.
Support your
friends and
neighbors!

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today!
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

HEATED

Storage Units
Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Canal Marine & Auto
St.
St Michael
& All Angels Serving you for 16 years!
• Outboard Marine Repair
Episcopal Church Shop
• Stihl dealer • Outdoor
Equipment in Stock • Monitor
and Toyo Stove Repair •

Services
10:30 Sundays

Summer Hours

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fine music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
766-2437 • Front St. Haines

Pet of the Week

³*HWWKH0RVW2XWRI<RXU3&´
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John Hedrick


(907)
314-0434

766-2869

F Sales

F Service

F Rentals

winter hours
tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p

open all winter

Welcome Heli-Skiers, Snowboarders
and Backcountry Adventurers!
We’ve got avalanche safety gear,
apparel, snow-study tools, packs, poles
and much, much more!

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5 M-Sat • 766-2876
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high tech monitoring systems on
ships; repealing citizen watchdog
provisions; and giving DEC the
ability to create a grant or loan
program with passenger fees to
support improvements to shorebased wastewater treatment facilities
in communities serving cruise ship
passengers.
During a hearing on Senate Bill
70 before the Senate Resources
Committee, Department of
Environmental Conservation
commissioner Jason Brune said that
once the bill is passed, the department
plans to make regulatory changes to
require start-of-season inspections
for cruise ships and unannounced
inspections throughout the season.
DEC will hire four new staff to carry
out the inspections, he said.
The Ocean Ranger program is
outdated and overly prescriptive,
Brune said. Many industries regulated
by DEC are not subject to 24/7
monitoring. Leaving the specifics
of regulation to the department’s
discretion allows for more flexibility,
making it possible for monitoring
programs to change with the times,
he argues.
Brune said the Ocean Ranger
program was not an efficient use
of funds, estimating that at least $1
million of the program’s $3.5 million
budget was spent on accommodations
aboard cruise ships for the program’s
22 ocean rangers.
Senator Jesse Kiehl expressed
concern that the bill, in its present state,
would repeal concrete regulations
and leave any future regulation
of the cruise ship industry to the
discretion of the DEC commissioner.
“Commissioner (Brune) described
a lot of things he wanted to put into
the program that sounded good.The
question is always what might the
next commissioner whose identity
we don’t know do with the program.”
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Kiehl said he thinks there’s room
to work toward a compromise even
though the bill in its current form “is a
little squishy…there’s certainly room
to modernize the (Ocean Ranger)
program from the original ballot
initiative, but there needs to be some
side boards.”
Ocean rangers are trained
observers but enforcement falls to
DEC staff. At present, DEC staff
check on cruise lines by looking
through ship discharge records.
“One of the frustrations I’ve heard
from frontline staff at DEC is that
these records present a massive data
dump,” Kiehl said.
“The technology exists to have a
computer tell you how much was
pumped out at which locations,”
Kiehl said. Having an electronic
monitoring system in ships connected
to sensors on valves could tell
DEC “what they need to know
without having to crunch through
spreadsheets.” DEC would need to
back up these systems with physical
inspections to make sure monitoring
systems were properly installed and
functioning, he said.
While Kiehl sees room to update
the program, “because this was a
voter initiative, we ought to keep
more of what the voters put into law in
a modernized version,” he said. Kiehl
said he has concerns about repealing
elements like the citizen watchdog
provision even though no one has put
this provision to use in the 14 years
since the ballot initiative was passed.
It never hurts to have more eyes on a
situation, and without Ocean Rangers
on ships, that function is even more
important, he said.
Kiehl spoke positively of DEC’s
proposal to use a portion of funds
that would have previously gone
toward the Ocean Ranger program
to improve wastewater treatment
in communities serving the cruise

ship industry.
Wastewater treatment facilities
in cruise ship destinations are often
overloaded during cruise ship season
when thousands of passengers come
ashore, Brune said during the Senate
hearing. Giving communities in
Southeast the opportunity to upgrade
wastewater systems through a
revolving loan fund or other similar
mechanism could have a substantial
environmental impact, he said.
Kiehl said the grant or loan
program will likely be shaped by
what will pass constitutional muster,
referencing a recent lawsuit in
Juneau over misuse of commercial
passenger vessel tax dollars. For
example, grants could come with
the requirement that communities
remove wastewater from ships
and treat it at upgraded onshore
facilities, he said. If the bill passes
and DEC implements the program,
communities will need to determine
whether the terms are worth it, Kiehl
said.
Senate Bill 70 and its companion
have a better chance of passing
this year than last, Kiehl said.
He said lawmakers have been
having conversations about potential
changes to the program. At the Senate
hearing, Brune said he would be open
to compromises like amending the
bill to include reporting requirements
for DEC.
As cruise ship season approaches,
it may put pressure on legislators
to reach a compromise with the
executive branch. “I think another
season of not putting eyes on
(cruise ship) vessels would be a
real problem,” Kiehl said. Leaving
the current program in place could
result in a second fiscal year without
cruise ship monitoring if the governor
chooses to veto Ocean Ranger
funding once again.

Oscar winners include the 7-minute
animated short “Hair Love,” about a
father trying to style his daughter’s
hair for the first time.
The 40-minute documentary
“Learning to Skateboard in a
Warzone (if you’re a girl),” is about
young girls learning to read, write and
skateboard in Kabul, Afghanistan.
The 20-minute live action “The
Neighbors’ Window,” tells the story
of a middle-aged mother whose life
begins to change after she begins
peering into the window of two freespirited young people who recently
moved in across the street.
The films range in length from
seven to 40 minutes.

Players will perform Robert Harling’s
comedy-drama “Steel Magnolias”
March 6,7 and 8 on the Chilkat
Center Stage.
The all-female cast including
Margaret Sebens (Truvy), Marie
Boisvert (Annelle), Carolyn Goolsby
(Clairee), Cheryl Mullins (M’Lynn),
Regi Johanos (Shelby) and Annette
Smith (Ouiser) play the parts of six
Southern women and the bonds they
develop over three years. Much of the
play is set in a hair shop in the 1980s
in Chinquapin Parish, Louisiana.
Lorrie Dudzik and Judith
McDermaid are co-directing the
play. The play was made into a
movie in 1989 starring Sally Field,
Dolly Parton, Julia Roberts, Daryl
Hannah, Olympia Dukakis and
Shirley MacLaine.
Duzkik said the actresses have
been rehearsing since mid-January.
Friday and Saturday nights’ shows
are at 7 p.m. and the Sunday matinee
is at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 at the door.

ARTS from page 1
“The mail system has a little bit of
learning curve on it, but I think I’m
getting it.”
Kane said her regular hours will be
Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. beginning Saturday, March 7.
“The Bookstore” is the third book
seller to open in the space since
former owners of “The Babbling
Book,” Tom and Liz Heywood, sold
the store in 2017.
Oscar nominated shorts
The Haines Arts Council will be
screening Oscar-nominated short
films during three evenings in March.
The dates are still being decided,
but available for viewing will be
five films in each of the three genres
including live action, documentary
and animation.

Steel Magnolias
The Lynn Canal Community
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Adam McMahan skijors with his dog Susi on the cross-country ski trails
at 25 Mile on Sunday. The Miles Klehini Classic was canceled because
of unsafe driving conditions. Some residents braved the conditions for
a ski on the fresh groomed track. Jane Pascoe photo.

ALASKA FISH
FACTOR
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
February 21, 2020
Dutch Harbor remained the
top fishing port in the USA for
the 22nd year in a row with 763
million pounds crossing the
docks in 2018 valued at $182
million. And Naknek ranked as
the nation’s second most valuable
port for fishermen with landings
worth $195 million. (Naknek also
ranked #8 for landings at 191 million pounds.)
Empire-Venice, Louisiana held
the second spot for fish volume
(569 million). The “Aleutians”
was close behind (539 million),
thanks to Trident’s plant at Akutan, the largest processing facility
in North America. Kodiak fell to
fourth place with landings dropping from 530 million pounds to
391 million in 2018.
Those are just a few of the
gems in the annual Fisheries of
the U.S. Report, described as “a
yearbook of fishery statistics on
commercial landings and values,
recreational fishing, aquaculture
production, imports and exports
and per capita consumption” by

Cisco Werner, chief scientist
at NOAA Fisheries who gave
highlights at a Friday press conference.
“U.S. fishermen landed 9.4
billion pounds valued at about
$5.6 billion, an increase of $150
million, or 2.8% from 2017.
That’s on par with recent years
with economic benefits both
up and down depending on the
seafood supply chain,” Werner
added.
New Bedford, Massachusetts
claimed its 19th consecutive title of bringing in the most valuable catch at $431 million, due
mostly to the sea scallop fishery.
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