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By Kyle Clayton 
Governor Mike Dunleavy’s self-

quarantine mandate hit home for Bob 
Lix, 89, this week after the Haines 
police department called and told 
him, and his family, not to leave 
his apartment. Police also told Ian 
Seward and out-of-towner Tyler 
Young to self-quarantine. 

Young traveled to Haines from 
Oregon on Wednesday, March 25 to 
purchase Seward’s 38-foot wooden 
troller the Kathy Ann. 

“I picked him up from the airport 
and the following day we were 
putting the rebuilt engine in the boat,” 
Seward said. “I didn’t’ realize things 
had gotten to that level yet.”

Someone alerted the police to their 
activities and an officer approached 
Seward and Young in the harbor. 
Seward is now quarantined at home, 
and Young is quarantining on the 
wooden boat he wants to buy. 

“I’m getting real comfortable with 
it,” Young said of his future fishing 
vessel. 

Young said he has no family or 
friends in town besides Seward, 
who the police said could bring 
Young water. 

“I’ve been watching a lot of movies 
and TV shows. I can’t do anything 
besides go up and use the bathroom,” 
Young said of life on the Kathy Ann. 
“Ian brings me water. I ain’t got no 
water down here. Other than that, it’s 
pretty uneventful.” 

Lix and his wife Sally returned 

Police tell residents to stay home as state mandates ‘social distancing’
Residents not shy about reporting neighbors

to Haines Friday, March 20. They 
stayed homebound except for 
walking their Silky Terrier, Chevy, 
outside the Soboleff-McRae Veterans 
Village on Dalton Street, Lix said. 

According to the state’s “Order for 
Self-Quarantine” mandate that took 
effect March 25, those arriving to 
Alaska from anywhere outside the 
state are directed to proceed directly 
to their designated quarantine 
location. They must remain there 
for 14 days and can only leave for 
medical emergencies or to seek 
medical care.

“Do not visit any public spaces, 
including but not limited to: pools, 
meeting rooms, fitness centers or 
restaurants,” the mandate states. 

A week after his return, someone 
reported Lix for walking his dog, and 
he received a call from the police and 
his apartment manager. 

“The story was we’re endangering 
everybody in the apartment building 
by walking our dog in the general 
area to get to the outside,” Lix said. 
“I got a personal call from the police 
chief who said I or my wife or my 
dog cannot go out the door of my 
apartment.”

Staff from Haines Animal Rescue 
Kennel gave Lix dog pads for their 
12-pound dog to use instead of 
going outside when nature calls. 
“We got pads all over the apartment 
and the dog does his business in the 
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Haines visitor Tyler Young sits in the cabin of the Kathy Ann, his 14-day mandatory quarantine location. 
He has two weeks to get comfortable in the vessel he traveled to Haines to buy. Kyle Clayton photo.

COVID-19 causes more ferry delays

Local businesses reel 
from economic hit

School implements distance learning

Grocery store workers 
adapt to new normal 
as essential workers 

Car theft investigated

By Ceri Godinez
COVID-19 is taking its toll on 

the state’s newly functioning ferry 
system. 

Decreases in revenue from lost 
ticket sales could impact Alaska 
Marine Highway System operations 
in the coming months, and social-
distancing measures designed to slow 
the spread of the disease will delay 
the return to service of three vessels: 
the Columbia, the Kennicott and the 
Tustumena. 

The vessels had been scheduled to 
resume service in mid-April and early 
May. In a press release Wednesday, 
the Department of Transportation 
announced that while the vessels 
are on track to finish their scheduled 
overhaul periods in the shipyard 
on time, current social-distancing 
measures prevent crew levels 
necessary to complete practice drills 

for requisite safety certifications and 
prepare the ships for service.

Vessels are tentatively scheduled 
to resume service in mid-May, 
according to the department. “All 
passengers are being notified and 
rebooked or refunded as necessary.” 
At press time, DOT had yet to update 
the online AMHS sailing schedule to 
reflect these changes.

The department also announced 
that it is reducing service to Angoon 
and Hoonah in response to severe 
travel restrictions imposed by the 
two communities. Under state health 
mandates, smaller, more isolated 
communities can pass more stringent 
travel bans. Over the weekend, 
Hoonah’s city council banned all 
travel to the community and Angoon 
banned nonresidents from entering 
and ordered all residents to return 
home.

AMHS said it would reduce 
service in these communities to a 
level necessary “to provide essential 
grocery deliveries until the public 
health crisis has abated.” 

AMHS has seen an increase in 
cancellations and a drop in ticket 
sales in recent weeks. A substantial 
loss in revenue from a decrease in 
ticket sales could result in a cash flow 
problem for the ferry system, which 
could translate to fewer ships being 
able to operate in May and June, 
DOT spokesperson Sam Dapcevich 
said. The department is monitoring 
the situation.

“At this time, the Northern Lynn 
Canal routes are unaffected by this 
change,” Dapcevich said. 

The Alaska Marine Highway 
has extended its policy waiving 
cancellation fees for all travelers 
until May 1. 

By Ceri Godinez 
As the economic impacts of 

COVID-19 are increasingly felt by 
individuals and businesses in Haines 
and across the country, state and 
federal stimulus packages are coming 
together to offer relief. 

Jeanne Kitayama and Paul 
Wheeler, owners of Haines Brewing 
Company, said their business has 
been greatly diminished since they 
converted to take-out only in order 
to comply with local and state social-
distancing mandates. They said they 
have also lost wholesale business as 
restaurants and bars have closed. In 
recent weeks, Haines Brewing has 
stopped production and reduced 

State and federal government offer to help
hours. Kitayama and Wheeler said 
they are planning to apply for a 
forgivable loan from the federal 
government to help their business 
through.

Other businesses in Haines have 
experienced similar effects as social-
distancing measures have been 
strengthened. Rhonda and Rodney 
Hinson, owners of Alaska Rod’s, said 
they switched to a curbside delivery 
and mail-order operation after Haines 
issued a “shelter in place order.” 
Customer numbers have been very 
low since then, they said. Right now, 
they are considering options. “Our 
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By Kyle Clayton 

Students, parents and teachers 
are adjusting to distance learning 
this week as the district works to 
implement a long-term plan for 
educating children from home. While 
many districts across the state waited 
another week to begin classes, Haines 
started this week. 

“We’re building the plane as 
we’re flying it,” Haines School 
technology coordinator and teacher 
Sam McPhetres said this week. 

McPhetres spent last week setting 
up and distributing 47 iPads for 
students in Kindergarten through 
second grade. The district also sent 
about 120 laptops home to students. 

The influx in technology to homes 
overloaded broadband capacity for 

part of the day Monday for some 
families, whose children are using 
two different online platforms: 
Google Classroom (grades 5-12) 
or Tes (grades K-4). Teachers are 
uploading videos and other resources 
for students who downloaded them 
Monday. 

“You can imagine that the 
community network is somewhat 
bogged down from that,” McPhetres 
said. “If you have multiple kids 
watching different YouTube videos 
you can imagine your (bandwidth) 
is pretty much saturated.”

Krystal Lloyd has five children 
in the school system. She called 
Monday’s experience “random 
chaos” but that things became 
smoother later in the day. 

“My fifth graders are on Google 
Classroom. That thing is running 
smoothly,” Lloyd said Tuesday. 
“(My second through fourth graders) 
are in Bloomz (and Tes) and that is 
just chaos in itself. It hasn’t been 
functioning very well. You have 
to have different apps, different 
downloads, different processes. With 
this Google Classroom they’ve done 
two full days  of school already.”

The school dialed back K-4 
classroom learning on Tuesday and 
Thursday to allow teachers and 
parents to play catch up. 

“We spent about 90 minutes trying 
to work (Tes) out yesterday morning 
through iPads and emails and finally 
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By Kyle Clayton 
As residents across the Chilkat 

Valley hunker down at home to 
stay safe and keep COVID-19 from 
spreading, grocery store workers mix 
with the public daily as they stock 
shelves, man cash registers and bag 
groceries.

Although they never imagined 
themselves as being on the front lines 
of a global pandemic, grocery store 
workers, some still in high school, 
are now considered essential workers 
who help keep food available to 
residents who could be infected with 
the virus. 

“Applying for a job at Howsers 
now would be like signing up for the 
Army,” Howsers IGA owner Mike 
Ward quipped. 

Howsers employees say they’ve 
seen residents come into the store 
who have recently traveled, but that 
as the public’s awareness of the 
health concerns has grown, panic 
buying and in-store traffic has slowed 
down. The store recently posted a 
sign telling recent arrivals to stay 
out of the store and self-quarantine 

for two weeks. 
“I think we have people that are 

sick who are coming to the store to 
get groceries before they are told they 
have to go home,” Howsers worker 
Tony Wilson said. “It slowed down a 
lot since we started doing deliveries 
on Friday. I think that took a little 
pressure off people thinking they 
need to come in and get stocked up. 

Nathan Haas, a Haines School 
senior, is working more hours as a 
stock clerk and grocery bagger now 
that his classes are online. He said 
as news of the health mandates first 
came in, the mood around the store 
was frantic, especially when workers 
saw customers fresh off the ferry. 

“At first it was pretty crazy,” Haas 
said Monday afternoon. “There were 
a lot of people coming in trying 
to get as much stuff as they could 
before the world ended. It was a little 
worrisome. It’s gotten better over the 
past week.”

Haas said although he’s regularly 
exposed to the public, he feels 

See STORE page 4

A car theft occurred in Haines. “The vehicle was recovered,” police 
chief Heath Scott said. He declined to comment further.

Scott asked community members to come forward with any 
information that could help with the investigation.

“This event is under investigation,” Scott said when pressed for 
details about the time, location and type of vehicle.

Vehicle owner Phyllis Sage declined to comment and directed 
questions to the police. Left to right: Haines School staff Sean Asquith, Janae Larson, Lynzee Swinton and Denise Sherman load 

student’ gear, instruments and class work for the upcoming month of distance learning. John Hagen photo.
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I would like to thank our neighbors, the Haines SEARHC after-hours 
staff, Haines ambulance crew, Sitka Coast Guard flight crew, Juneau fire 
department, and Bartlett ER staff for helping me after coming out on the 
losing end of a tree I was felling. Everyone was courteous, professional, 
and helpful.

Mark Battaion and Kristin Hathhorn

The Haines Borough should encourage all residents to participate in 
local gardening, either cooperative or self, wherever there is space to plant. 
Encourage all commercial fisherman to market a portion of their catch for 
local consumption at local tax-free prices. With so many people out of work, 
encourage all residents to help their neighbors by bartering for things they 
need. In turn, encourage all subsistence people to share their catch with 
others whom cannot fish. In the 60s before oil, Haines was nearly a total 
subsistence community, with many gardens, and groceries/freight once a 
month. The Haines Highway was closed in the winter, and there was no 
ferry. We survived, we will continue.

Norm Smith

Every member of this community has been burdened and in many cases been 
drastically impacted by the shelter in place and its associated consequences.  

In the March 31st town hall meeting regarding Covid-19, the City Manager 
brought to light that the state has deemed that workers providing essential 
services, such as road construction and harbor expansion work, will not have 
to abide by the same protocol as the rest of this community.  In other words, 
while we continue to be quarantined, workers from particular industries 
who have little connection to this community will be arriving in mid-April 
potentially exposing all of us to this deadly virus.  

Should road construction on a highway that currently is functional and safe 
or long-standing upgrades to a harbor be considered essential at this moment 
of global pandemic?  Isn’t our health more important?  It is irresponsible to 
potentially add threats of exposure to health care providers, first responders, 
the fire department team, police officers, post office employees, or grocery 
store workers.  To entertain a proposition that allows these exempt workers 
to bypass quarantine protocol is negligent.  

If you deem life more essential than road or harbor work, implore members 
of the assembly to decide what is essential, not the state or the borough staff.  
Regardless of which side of the political fence you find yourself on, I hope 
that we can unite to stand-up for the health of this community and each of 
its members. This literally could be a matter of life or death.  

Scott Ramsey

I encourage residents to contact Haines Borough Assembly members, 
mayor Jan Hill and manager Debra Schnabel and urge them not to exempt 
from 14-day quarantine workers arriving from outside our community to 
work on elective construction projects like the harbor expansion.

The existing harbor works fine for now. Expanding the harbor is a project 
we’ve delayed for decades. There’s no good public health reason to lift the 
quarantine for workers coming from outside for this project. The same goes 
for Haines Highway expansion.

If the freight dock stops working and we can’t get food into town without 
the immediate help of some expert in Juneau or Anchorage, that’s a different 
story. 

Perhaps most importantly, removing the quarantine requirement for 
workers on non-essential projects threatens to erode public support for 
our quarantine and shelter-in-place directives. If the public perceives these 
rules are arbitrary or politically motivated, they won’t abide by them. Then 
we’ll be in very deep trouble. 

Phone or email assembly members, the mayor and manager today.
             Tom Morphet
 

The borough of Haines has rallied in its implementation of safety measures 
for its citizens. Initially, we went beyond the state’s mandates for quarantine 
and shelter in place. These proactive safety measures are to be commended. 
We have staved off the pandemic locally thus far.

However, on the COVID 19 teleconference on Tuesday evening, the city 
manager and mayor stated that Haines will be continuing with the Haines 
Highway work this summer. It’s troubling to think that the highway work will 
mean that workers from many places will be arriving to Haines. They will 
be arriving at a time in which the pandemic will be escalating in numbers 
according to modeling. The clinic cannot handle a massive outbreak. Why 
is the borough supporting the roadwork and not calling for a time-out until 
the pandemic is over? Or, are there other solutions?

The EOC should require anyone coming to town to work to abide by the 
14-day quarantine, just like we all have. Options exist for the best type of 
employment - local hire.

Bringing in outside workers will put at risk more people such as grocery 
stores, banks, EMS responders, and SEARHC clinic.

This is a time in which we need to ask ourselves whether the risk is 
greater than the reward. The risk is importing non-resident people into our 
community for work that isn’t essential until a time in which the epidemic 
can be managed.

Anissa Berry

The end is not here.  We are in the midst of change, and this is actually 
the norm of life: change is constant.  Our volunteers are outstanding, our 
medical staff is wonderful, our EOC exemplary.  How we handle this event 
here in Haines will only be judged in hindsight.  We will show brilliance, 
compassion and ingenuity, taking care of our own and traveling visitors.  
Patience is something we all need more of especially now, the public 
transportation between Juneau and Haines is open for business, the ferry 
drops off passengers, flights still happen for returning family, friends and 
visitors.  What we can do is to politely remind all visitors wandering about 
to stay indoors for the next few weeks.  It will get better, not worse. Peace 
is where you find it, let all find peace in Haines. 

James Studley HAL General Manager

A belated thanks to state parks ranger Russell Travis and Jim Stanford 
for their preparation of trail work and improvements at 25 Mile ahead of 
the Miles Klehini Ski Classic. The 10K course at the new memorial hut 
was set beautifully and fast, thanks to Russell and Jim. Special thanks go 
out to all our volunteers who make this annual event possible. Thanks also 
to individuals, businesses and organizations who donated prizes including 
Haines Brewery, SEARHC, Haines Distillery, Haines Packing, Katie Wendell, 
Sockeye Cycle, Sarah J’s, Alaska Backcountry Outfitter, and Fairweather 
Ski Works. Your contributions were very generous and appreciated. The 
course at 25 Mile should still be a great place for healthy exercise while 
“social distancing.”

Dan Egolf, for the Haines Ski and Hike Club
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By Tom Morphet
The website Thrillist has named 

the Haines Highway Alaska’s best 
scenic drive. “It’s not the road or 
even the legendary backdrop that 
puts Haines Highway at the top, 
because natural beauty is already 
something Alaska has in abun-
dance. It’s the wildlife-watching 
opportunities along Haines that 
make the difference. Also known as 
the Valley of the Eagles, it’s home 
to the largest gathering of bald ea-
gles in the world,” the site says, also 
mentioning Chilkat River, Chilkoot 
and Mosquito lakes and the Haines 
Brewery. 

James Alborough is hosting a 
website where residents are encour-
aged to share photos and 10-second 
videos of what they’ve been do-
ing in isolation. It’s at www.con-
tentinisolation.com.“Hopefully, 
people will put up their crazy, zany 
creations. The idea is to build com-
munity,” he said. The site includes 
a photo of a grape that daughter 
Skye Posey carved into the shape 
of a chair. “A few weeks of this and 
we’ll all be sculpting vegetation.”

Teresa Hura says friends in the 
Veneto region of Italy are strug-
gling. Lucia Luchetta, who is in 
her mid-70s, hasn’t left her home 
for a month and has finished the 
food in her refrigerator. “She’s not 
sure if this is real life or a night-
mare. What’s heartbreaking is that 
older people who lived good lives 
are dying alone.” Teresa and hus-
band Larry spent time recently in 
Arizona working with Tucson Sa-
maritans, hiking near the U.S. bor-
der to leave food and water along 

“the migrant trail.”
Crocuses are sprouting at homes 

with southern and western expo-
sure. Patricia Blank said hers 
sprouted about more than a week 
ago, but have closed back up 
with this week’s cold snap. “They 
haven’t opened up again but they’re 
still there. I think they’re waiting 
for warmer weather,” Patricia said. 
Tom Heywood said the purple 
flowers came up along his Menaker 
Road house. “They’re not looking 
great, but they’re there.” 

Sunday’s sermon at the Assembly 
of God Church in Haines – posted 
on YouTube – marked the final ser-
vice for Wayne and Jane Cowart 
as head minister and co-minister, 
respectively. The Cowarts have 
served the church 12 years, having 
arrived from Murphy, N.C. Wayne 
will continue as maintenance super-
visor at the U.S. border stations in 
Haines and Skagway. The opening 
for a new pastor will be posted on a 
church listing April 1. The Cowarts 
are staying in Haines, where chil-
dren Patrick and Destinee reside. 
Their son Cody lives in Florida. 

Tim Ward said the possibility of 
a coronavirus outbreak in the tight 
quarters of a North Slope oilfield 
camp helped him decide it was time 
to retire from his job there. He’s 
worked on the slope as an equip-
ment operator since the halcyon 
days of 1974, three years before oil 
started flowing through the trans-
Alaska pipeline. Tim said he was 
glad to be back in his hometown. 

Retired music teacher Nancy 
Nash said she and husband Dwight 
are working on a parody video of 

the classic Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young song, “Our House.” Nancy 
said she’ll be posting it on Face-
book. The Nashes’ two cats are Fifi 
and Gigi, making a good fit for the 
folk rock song. Nancy is also send-
ing a video of her Zumba workout 
to friends and family. 
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           & All Angels
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Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Shelter-in-Place ZOOM Services
Evening Prayer: 

Wednesday 5:00 PM
Morning Prayer: 

Sunday 10:30 AM
Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar

call for online invitation: 314-0171

Mountain Market & Cafe

Any 
Pizza!

 $3 
Off

Regular & Gluten-Free Crust available! 
See our menu online at

www.mountain-market.com 
or pick one up at the store. 

2 hours notice required, pick up by 5:00
766-3380 or 766-3340

WE’VE GOT PIZZA!

Through 
April 15th.

We’re in this together
• Check on your neighbor, particularly the 

elderly.
• Offer to run errands or shop for those in 

isolation.
• Buy what you need, save some for others.
• Respect the wishes of those practicing 

“social distancing.”

Chilkat Valley News
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Mountain Market
Want to Order Lunch & a Coffee to Go?

Check out our menu online at 
www.mountain-market.com

Pay by phone and we’ll bring it out to you
766-3340 or 766-3380
Cafe closes daily at 2:00

Open by Appointment
Find us online at www.hainesrealestate.com

Look whats new:

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

 Carr’s Cove - 2 incredible waterfront view lots, $135k and $140k 
Portage Cove Waterfront Lot - low bank, well, power/phone, $300,000

Lutak - cabin on +/- 3.2 acres, overlooking Lutak Inlet $189,000

NEW SAIL Update: In an effort 
to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
SAIL staff are here to serve the 
community over the phone 
and email but our office is now 
closed. Please call for assis-
tance or to arrange to borrow 
important items from our Loan 
Closet: 766-3297. Thank you for 
understanding.  

Census fieldwork further delayed

Seattle closes port to cruise ships indefinitely

Police consider two officer applicants 

Haines legislators discuss 
budget, coronavirus response

Local seamstresses 
address mask shortage

By Ceri Godinez
The U.S. Census Bureau has 

extended its suspension of field 
operations through April 15. The 
original suspension had been set to 
expire on April 1, Census Day. For 
Haines, this means another delay in 
receiving hard copies of the census 
response form.

The goal of the decennial census, 
as stated on the Census Bureau’s 
website, is “a complete and accurate 
count of everyone living in the 
United States and its five territories” 
as of April 1. This count is used to 
determine the way federal funds 
are distributed among states and 
local communities and the number 

of seats each state has in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. It’s also 
used to redraw legislative districts 
and impacts decisions about where 
to build infrastructure ranging from 
schools to grocery stores.

“There is no greater economic 
development tool than getting an 
accurate count in the census,” said 
Haines Economic Development 
Corporation executive director 
Margaret Friedenauer, who is helping 
with local outreach.

Due to the suspension of field 
operations, “we did not get our 
individual census forms in Haines,” 
Friedenauer said. Haines residents 
have mailing addresses distinct from 

their physical addresses. Because 
of this, prior to the suspension of 
operations, the plan had been for 
field workers to go door to door in 
the community, distributing hard 
copies of census response forms 
that include a 12-digit code unique 
to each household. People would 
have had the option of responding 
by mailing in the form, or virtually 
by phone or online.

“Even though we didn’t get 
(the forms), anyone can go online 
and submit a census response,” 
Friedenauer said. Instead of a unique, 
12-digit code, individuals will be 

See CENSUS page 6

Craig Loomis is one of many seamstresses sewing masks for the 
community. Sherri Loomisw photo.

By Ceri Godinez
Global mask shortages have left 

essential businesses in Haines unable 
to outfit workers with an important 
piece of protective equipment. 
Over the past week, roughly 30 
volunteers have been working to 
produce homemade masks to meet 
local needs.

Haines resident Sheri Loomis 
said she had the idea for a local 
mask making group after she came 
across the #millionmaskschallenge 
on social media. “They were posting 
their efforts and pictures, and I saw 
one from a group called ‘Alaska 
Mask Makers’ which had delivered 
over one thousand masks in just a 
couple days.” Loomis started the 
Southeast Alaska Mask Makers 
group on Facebook to locally source 
masks for Southeast communities.

Each community is responsible 
for its own masks, Loomis said. 
Communities including Sitka, 
Wrangell, Petersburg, Juneau and 
Ketchikan are all part of the effort, 
although not every community is 
set up. Each community needs a 
volunteer to coordinate local efforts 
before they can begin. Smaller, 
outlying communities will be served 
by the closest larger community, she 
said, using Metlakatla as an example. 

At present, Haines, Juneau, 
Petersburg and Sitka mask maker 
groups are operational. The group 
in Sitka received a request from the 
local Southeast Regional Health 
Consortium clinic and is working to 
fill that order, Loomis said.

Media outlets have reported a 
shortage of masks across the country 
and across the globe, specifically 
National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health-approved N95 
masks used by health care workers. 
NIOSH is a group designed to 
research and make recommendations 
to improve worker health and safety 
in the U.S..

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has guidelines 
for how to ration and reuse masks as 
a health care facility’s supplies begin 
to diminish. If a facility completely 
runs out, the CDC recommends using 
“masks not evaluated or approved 
by NIOSH or homemade masks as 
a last resort.”

This is the point many communities 
around the country are reaching, 
which has spurred local efforts to 
begin making masks at home. Jo-Ann 
Fabrics and Crafts began offering 
free mask making kits, complete 
with fabric, patterns, elastic, thread 
and ribbon, to people across the 
country as part of their “Make to 
Give” effort. To date, the company 

has donated more than 1.5 million kits 
to communities across the country.

One hundred of these kits made 
their way to Haines from the Jo-Ann 
Fabrics store in Juneau, and more 
are on the way, Loomis said. She 
said Jo-Ann Fabrics has started to 
slow its donations due to depleted 
supplies. All requests for mask kits 
must now go through corporate 
headquarters, which is trying to 
prioritize communities with the 
greatest need. 

Loomis said while the local 
SEARHC clinic in Haines has 
not yet requested masks, other 
businesses and organizations that 
provide essential services have put 
in requests including the borough, 
the school, the senior center, Head 
Start and numerous restaurants and 
grocery stores. Loomis said she and 
other mask makers in Haines will 
supplement the 100 kits from Jo-Ann 
Fabrics with local fabric stashes. 
The kits do not include wire, but 
paperclips work in most cases.

Loomis said she assembles the 
kits and drops them off at local 
volunteers’ houses. It takes about 40 
minutes to make a mask, including 
cutting and sewing, once you get the 
hang of it. Although, her first mask 
took a little longer, she said.

Volunteer Cheryl McRoberts, 
who has been sewing since her 
home economics class in junior high 
school, said she first heard about the 
effort through Facebook and wanted 
to join to help her community. “I 
decided to get involved as I am on 
the board of directors for the Haines 
Senior Village and knew our seniors 
may need to have a mask if they 
venture out.”

McRoberts said she has made 
21 masks so far from the Jo-Ann 
Fabrics kits. Her masks will be given 
to seniors who reside at the senior 
village as well as her staff at the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation.

Loomis collects completed masks 
from volunteers and takes them back 
to her house to sanitize according 
to CDC guidelines. The process 
involves washing masks in hot 
water, drying them in a hot dryer 
and using sterile gloves to place 
them in individual, sterilized bags 
for delivery, Loomis said. The only 
exception is when an organization 
has its own sterilization protocol 
like SEARHC.

While there are a variety of 
different mask patterns circulating 
online, Loomis said there are a 
few unifying characteristics. The 
masks are reusable, 100% cotton 
with a wire nose piece to eliminate 
gaps and either elastic or fabric 
ties to secure the mask to the face. 
Medical institutions prefer masks 
with pouches that allow the user to 
insert an extra, disposable layer of 
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By Ceri Godinez
Last week, the Port of Seattle 

canceled its cruise ship season 
indefinitely until COVID-19 
concerns diminish.

The closure of Seattle’s port 
reduced sailing capacity to Haines 
by another 3,000 passengers, Haines 
tourism director Steven Auch said. 
The sailing capacity for Haines had 
been roughly 36,500 before the 
spread of COVID-19.

In recent weeks, several ports and 
cruise lines have postponed the start 

of cruise ship season.
For Haines, the bulk of the season 

had already been pushed back after 
Canada announced the closure of 
its ports to cruise ships carrying 
over 500 people until July 1. Due 
to a provision in the U.S. Passenger 
Vessel Services Act of 1886, ships 
flying international flags cannot sail 
directly between U.S. ports. They 
must stop in a foreign port. 

Vancouver is a common choice for 
sailings to Alaska. Since most of the 
larger cruise ships visiting Haines fly 

foreign flags, until Canada lifts its 
port closure, Haines is unlikely to 
see many vessels, Auch said.

The 2020 cruise ship sailing 
schedule has been removed from 
the “Visit Haines” website and is 
currently being updated. Auch said 
he is waiting on information from 
a number of sources including 
Cruise Line Agencies of Alaska and 
individual companies before he will 
be able to release a new version. At 
press time, the new schedule had not 
been released.

By Ceri Godinez
The second session of the 31st 

Alaska Legislature ended  Sunday 
March 29 after a whirlwind three 
weeks leading up to passage of 
the budget and several COVID-19 
response measures. 

On March 13, the capitol building 
closed its doors to visitors and 
lobbyists to reduce the likelihood of 
an outbreak. “The joke around here is 
the capitol is like a petri dish,” Rep. 
Sara Hannan said. A retired school 
teacher, Hannan said she has seen 
the way disease can spread through 
a building where occupants are in 
close contact. As pandemic concerns 
around the world increased, so did 
the pressure to finish the legislative 
session, she said.

The legislature’s only obligation 
by law during a legislative session is 
to pass a budget, Hannan said. This 
became the focus for lawmakers. 
Once the House and Senate approved 
a budget for the fiscal year beginning 
on July 1 and addressed immediate 
funding needs for COVID-19 
responses, they could go home.

The final version of the budget 
the legislature approved is largely 
flat funded compared to the budget 
for the current fiscal year, Sen. Jesse 
Kiehl said. It’s also pretty close to the 
budget the governor proposed last 
December. Some notable exceptions 
include full funding for community 
assistance, full funding for school 
bond debt reimbursement and 
increased ferry funding.

The increase in ferry funding is 
a roughly $20 million increase in 

operations funds, still roughly $20 
million less than the budget the year 
before Gov. Mike Dunleavy took 
office. The budget also includes 
funding for repairs to the Aurora and 
modifications to either the Hubbard 
or Tazlina to extend the vessel’s 
range.

“I sure hope the governor doesn’t 
veto it,” Hannan said. 

Kiehl and Hannan said they do 
not know what the governor plans 
to do with the budget this year. Last 
year, the governor, exercising his line 
item veto authority, cut roughly $400 
million from the operating budget 
the legislature passed, with some 
of the largest cuts coming from the 
University of Alaska, Medicaid and 
school bond debt reimbursement. 

One of the unfortunate things 
about the way the session ended is 
that legislators are unlikely to be able 
to consider veto overrides, Kiehl 
said. Instead of adjourning, as the 
legislature usually does at the end 
of a session, the House and Senate 
recessed indefinitely, which means 
the legislature is still, technically, 
in session. This gives the governor 
less time to consider vetoes. It also 
means that, unless legislators return 
to Juneau and vote to override, the 
vetoes become law after five days. 

Depending on how quickly the 
governor issues his vetoes, this 
would require the legislature to 
return to Juneau sometime this 
month. Kiehl said the legislature is 
unlikely to reconvene, and even if it 
did, unless the vetoes hit new levels 
of egregiousness, it is unlikely the 

legislature would have the 45 votes 
necessary to override.

Other deviations from the 
governor’s proposed budget include 
an additional $30 million in K-12 
education funding, on par with last 
year’s forward-funded education 
budget; a $12.5 million cut to the 
university’s budget, only half of 
what the governor proposed, and a 
very modest investment in troopers 
and corrections, Kiehl said. He 
said the budget includes language 
suggesting the Department of 
Public Safety prioritize adding new 
trooper positions to areas with no 
law enforcement and single trooper 
posts before adding to areas with 
larger trooper populations. Haines 
could potentially benefit from this 
request as it has a single trooper post. 
Kiehl said the motivation behind the 
request is to increase officer safety.  

In an effort to generate enough 
support to pass measures including 
the “reverse sweep,” a measure 
restoring funding to various state 
accounts including the Power Cost 
Equalization fund, and a draw from 
the Constitutional Budget Reserve 
(CBR), one of the state’s last savings 
accounts, to fund a portion of the 
budget, lawmakers tied these votes to 
this year’s Permanent Fund dividend 
amount, Kiehl said.

The legislature hit the three-
quarters majority in each body 
needed to pass these measures, so

this year’s PFD payment will be 
roughly $1,000 per Alaskan, costing 

See BUDGET page 4

By Ceri Godinez
The Haines Borough Police 

Depar tment  i s  cons ider ing 
applications for a fifth officer to bring 
the force back to full staffing. The 
position has been vacant since officer 
Chris Brown left the department 
last year.

The first review of applications 
was scheduled for March 20. At 
present, the department has  one or 

two applicants for the position. “We 
definitely have one; we’re trying to 
solidify a second one,” police chief 
Heath Scott said.

The confirmed application is 
from someone in Haines, Scott 
said. The second application is from 
an individual outside Alaska who 
submitted it sometime before the job 
was posted. Scott said the department 
is trying to contact the individual to 

see if they are still interested. 
Scott declined to provide the name 

of either applicant.
Scott said the process is ongoing 

and he should know more next week 
once they make a determination 
about the second applicant. After that, 
those involved in the hiring process 
will either interview both applicants, 
potentially using a platform like 
Skype as a social distancing measure, 
or they will proceed to review the 
sole application.

The department will continue to 
accept applications until the position 
is filled, Scott said.
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April 7, 1970
The Coliseum Theatre was broken into late 

Thursday night. 
According to Mrs. Florence Lamers, theatre 

manager, vandals entered the building by tearing 
out part of the back wall and forcing the release bar 
of the back door. The office door was pried open, 
and the locks on the concession stand and a storage 
cabinet were forced open. Candy was taken. 

April 6, 1995
The sight of a stretch limousine gliding through 

the streets of Haines has a few heads turning, as 
folks wonder what celebrity is about to step out of 
its tinted glass seclusion.

But this limo isn’t reserved for the rich and fa-
mous. Haines residents, too, can experience its lux-
ury. 

Bob and Christy Fowler celebrated their first an-
niversary Sunday by engaging the services of the 
24-foot behemoth and its driver. 

“Every person that gets in it is a celebrity to us,” 
says Larry Schmidt, owner of New Other Guys 
Taxi, the first company to offer limousine service 
in Haines. 

Schmidt purchased the two-tone wine-colored 
1983 Cadillac Fleetwood from an Anchorage com-
pany. He and driver Roger Colton brought it back 
to Haines last week. 

“It caused a lot of commotion coming down the 
highway,” Schmidt noted. 

He said the two got their first customer when 
they stopped for the night in Tok. A woman They 
met at dinner insisted on hiring them to take her to 
breakfast the next morning. 

April 1, 2010
A Skagway skier lifted off Meade Glacier March 

10 by a military helicopter said in an interview this 
week he’ll be carrying a satellite phone on his fu-
ture solo forays into the backcountry. 

Kyle Dungan, 28, a self-described “old school” 
outdoorsman, said he has long been intrigued by 
the exploits of early mountaineers who conquered 
great peaks with rudimentary gear. He said he set 
out on the Juneau icefield in February “for chal-
lenge and adversity” and “the experience of soli-
tude and unknown conditions.”

But 19 days on the icefield—including 11 spent 
hunkered down in his tent—changed his view on 
satellite phone commonly carried by modern solo 
adventurers. “A lot can be said for satellite phones, 
especially when the alternative is putting other 
people in the way of the same conditions you’re 
facing.”

Enjoying clear weather the first three days, he 
traveled more than 20 miles south. By the fifth day, 
he made his southernmost point, near Picket Gate 
Craggs, parallel to the north end of Berners Bay. 

With conditions worsening, he headed back, but 
got stuck in a blizzard near the 8,000-foot top of 
the icefield, near Llewellyn Glacier, for four days. 

Driver Roger Colton holds open the door to Haines’ 
first limousine, while owner Larry Schmidt stands by. 

STORE from page 1
protected by the health mandates 
and the store’s sanitation practices. 
He said he’s grateful he has a job. 

“I was going to work part-time 
when school was still in session. 
Now that it’s online, I have more 
time to come in here and help out. 
That’s pretty nice.”

Cashier Saldie Wilson said she 
feels protected by the six-foot 
markers in the checkout aisles and 
the free hand sanitizer manufactured 
and donated by the Port Chilkoot 
Distillery. 

“We have (sanitizer) on the check 
stands,” Wilson said. “I like to spray 
down the stand after a big rush to 
sanitize it. I sanitize the card machine 
because I notice a lot of people use 
their cards.”

Health experts say the virus can 
live on cardboard packaging for 
about a day, and on plastic for several 
days. People should wash their hands 
after handling items and sanitize carts 
and other items that are touched often. 

Wilson said she often hears 
customers complaining that the store 
might not be sanitary. 

“I hear it all the time when 
customers come in,” Wilson said. 
“We try to keep on top of it because 
if we don’t we won’t be able to have 
the store open. I think people should 
know we are on top of it.”

Ward said operations at the grocery 
store have been challenging, but 
most of his staff want to keep the 
store going. 

“We’re really proud of our staff,” 
Ward said. “They are definitely on 
the front line. They’ve really come 
through for the community.”

Howsers started an ordering 
system last week. Customers can 
submit orders at howsersorders@
outlook.com. The Salvation Army 
is helping to deliver groceries from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Mountain Market owner Mike 
Borcik said they have staff sanitizing 
across the store after customers and at 

timed intervals. “By a certain interval 
the alarm goes off and we wipe 
handles, door frames, refrigerator 
handles, credit card machines, and 
the stylus for doing the signature,” 
Borcik said. 

Before the barge came in, Borcik 
said they could hear crickets in the 
store. When stock arrived, he said 
about half his sales are from call-in 
orders. 

Orders can be phoned in at 766-
3340 or by emailing mountain-
market@yahoo.com 

Olerud’s Market Center owner 
Sarah Swinton said about 15 to 20 
people per day order groceries from 
her store on busy days. When she 
spoke to the CVN on the phone she 
was running the till while her son 
Tyler Swinton was carrying groceries 
out to a customer and another worker 
was collecting items from the shelves 
for someone else.  

“This week has been the first 
week we’ve implemented the phone 
in (orders),” Sarah Swinton said. 
“That’s keeping us going because 
people are calling in or emailing.” 

Swinton said she has seen less 
panic buying, and guessed that her 
customers are experimenting in their 
kitchens. 

“For the first time I’m out of flour 
and sugar. I’m out of yeast. I think 
people are doing more baking,” 
Swinton said on Friday. “I think 
people are being creative at home 
with the hopes we have the groceries 
here to do it.”

She said her supplier is limiting 
the amount of cases per item she can 
order in dry goods. She can only order 
one case, 12 boxes, of penne pasta, 
for example, and can only order 400 
total cases each week. 

“I just want to get back to normal,” 
Swinton said. “I want everybody to 
be able to do what they want to do. 
In the meantime we’re here to help.”

Customers can call Oleruds at 766-
2441 to place their orders.  

Howsers staff taped lines six feet apart to ensure customers adhere to 
social distancing practices.

BUDGET from page 3
the state $680 million total. 

The price to secure PFD payments 
was a larger draw on diminished state 
savings than he was comfortable 
with, Kiehl said. However, abysmal 
oil prices, a global pandemic and 
a diminished Permanent Fund 
resulting from a plunging stock 
market made it difficult to protect 
savings accounts, he said. 

“The next time we visit the 
budget, we will find ourselves 
between the devil and the deep 
blue sea,” Kiehl said. In the real 
world, these concepts correspond 
to options including “budget cuts 
that make last year’s budget cuts 
look tame, revenue measures that 
take a crippling amount out of the 
economy and an unsustainable draw 
from the Permanent Fund. There 
won’t be any easy choices.” And the 
longer the state’s spending gap goes 
unaddressed, the uglier the options 
will become, he said.

Many legislators entered the 
session ready to take a meaningful 
look at long term solutions for 
Alaska’s fiscal challenges, but due to 
the truncated nature of the session, 
tough decisions didn’t get made, 
Kiehl said.

Hannon said she is interested in 
future discussion about diversified 
revenue streams. While income 
tax discussions are not pleasant, 
especially given the current global 
situation, Alaska needs a revenue 
source “that’s more predictable and 
in our control than a commodity (like 
oil) that’s tied to a global market 
that we are no longer controlling,” 
she said.

While Kiehl listed several options 
for balancing the budget in the future, 
he did not list further cuts to the PFD. 
“A zero dividend is not acceptable to 
me,” Kiehl said. He said cuts to the 
dividend hit low income Alaskans 
much harder than wealthier ones. The 

Oleruds clerk Carie Crager checks out groceries for Susie McCartney.

Lynn Canal Counseling Services staff remind residents they’re here if you need them.

Alone Together
Haines has taken 

virus precautions very 
seriously. Photos on 

pages four and five by 
Melissa Ganey.

legislature has already made cuts to 
the PFD and should look to options 
that generate contributions from 
nonresidents and the oil industry, 
he said.

Lawmakers  a lso  made i t 
significantly easier to deliver 
telehealth during this disaster; gave 
the lieutenant governor the ability to 
hold elections by mail if pandemic 
concerns persist; extended the 
PFD filing deadline until April 30; 
specified that healthcare workers 
who contract COVID-19 are covered 
under workers’ compensation 
insurance; expanded eligibility for 
unemployment benefits similar to 
new federal eligibility requirements; 
placed a three-month moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures for those 
unable to pay due to COVID-19; 
postponed student loan payments; 
instructed the state to use a portion of 
federal funding to buy Alaska seafood 

for use in places like food banks and 
created price gouging penalties for 
items like food, medicine, fuel and 
hygiene products.

Aside from COVID-19 response 
legislation and the budget, few other 
bills passed this legislative session, 
Hannan said. The legislature ran out 
of time to address bills including a 
massive alcohol law overhaul that has 
been almost a decade in the making 
and Hannan’s vaping tax legislation.

Hannan said lawmakers were 
hesitant to make any changes to the 
law in perpetuity, so all COVID-19 
measures passed during the session 
have expiration dates and funding is 
designed to address immediate state 
needs. It is likely the legislature will 
need to return for a special session 
at some point this summer or fall to 
address future needs.

Any special session will be 
scheduled around campaign season 

as legislators cannot campaign 
or raise money while in session. 
Once the regular legislative session 
officially expires in mid-May, 
campaign season will begin for 51 
of the 60 lawmakers. While Kiehl 
has another two years in his term, 
Hannan has filed her letter of intent 
to run for re-election. She said she 
is only just starting to think about 
what a campaign will look like if 
social-distancing practices persist 
into the summer.

“People won’t want you knocking 
on their doors,” Hannan said, and 
calling people to raise money seems 
tactless right now. She said she and 
Kiehl are working to organize a series 
of virtual town halls in April as part of 
their legislative community outreach 
efforts. If pandemic concerns persist, 
similar virtual forums may become 
a staple for her campaign as well, 
she said.
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needs will greatly depend upon how 
long this lasts and the effects on our 
busy season. We are very dependent 
on the sales during the busy season 
for the survival of our store and for 
our ability to hire locally,” they said.

Haines Economic Development 
Corporation executive director 
Margaret Friedenauer said that while 
Haines-specific unemployment 
numbers will not be available until 
mid-April, the state released a report 
that jobless claims throughout Alaska 
jumped from 687 the week of March 
8 to 4,046 by March 20. This date 
was before eligibility requirements 
for unemployment were broadened 
and still fairly early on in social-
distancing efforts. Since then, Alaska 
has issued a statewide “shelter in 
place” mandate, closing all non-
essential businesses, and another 
mandate restricting travel between 
communities. 

“I have talked to several businesses 
who are telling their employees that 
they should file for unemployment,” 
said Friedenauer, who is working to 
compile a list of economic resources 
available to those in the community. 
“It doesn’t hurt to put your application 
in and provide as much information 
as you can.” Recent laws passed at 
the state and federal level have made 
changes to eligibility requirements 
for unemployment benefits, making a 
much broader swath of the population 
eligible.

Under the CARES Act, a federal 
law signed by the president last 
Friday, unemployment eligibility is 
extended to almost anyone who has 
lost income as a result of COVID-19. 
This includes gig and freelance 
workers, self-employed workers and 
people who have not earned enough 
to contribute to unemployment 
benefits. It also offers benefits 
to people who quit as a “direct 
result of COVID-19,” a departure 
from traditional unemployment 
qualifications, which typically 
exclude those who quit jobs.

While some businesses are laying 
off employees, others are keeping 
them on payroll with the aid of federal 
loans. Small businesses with fewer 
than 500 employees are eligible for 
emergency grants and forgivable 
loans through the Small Business 
Administration (SBA). SBA will 
award loans of up to $10 million per 
business, and any part of the loan used 
to pay workers, rent or existing debts 
may be forgiven if employees at the 
business keep their jobs through June.

Friedenauer said she has heard that 
SBA has received a great number 
of applications and has heard from 
several local businesses that intend 
to apply for the loans. “The wait 
time is three to five weeks,” she 
said, “but it’s really important to get 
applications in.” Businesses are not 
obligated to accept loans if offered, 
but by putting in an application, a 

HIT from page 1
business ensures that they are in 
the system and more easily able to 
access any future stimulus measures 
administered by SBA.

As a growing number of businesses 
across the nation apply for SBA loans, 
it’s creating administrative problems. 
“The site recently crashed because 
it was getting so much traffic,” said 
Rainbow Glacier Adventures owner 
Joe Ordonez whose tour business has 
been on hold as the start of cruise 
ship season continues to be pushed 
back due to COVID-19 concerns. 
Ordonez said he hopes he will be 
able to salvage some of the season, 
but “there’s a chance that we won’t 
open at all this summer. That’s 
something we need to consider 
as a real possibility.” Part of his 
contingency plan includes applying 
for an SBA loan.

The law also defers student loan 
payments through September; 
includes funding for various 
industries ranging from seafood to 
airlines; allots, at minimum, $1.25 
billion for each state to use to fund 
COVID-19 responses at the state and 
local level; adds funding for K-12 
education; makes COVID-19 testing 
free and requires that private insurers 
cover treatment for the disease, 
including an eventual vaccine.

Communities with sizable tourist 
economies are going to be hit the 
hardest, Friedenauer said. While 

Haines has a more diversified 
economy than a community like 
Skagway, there are still a sizable 
number of tourism-dependent jobs, 
including a lot of seasonal workers 
who will be severely impacted, she 
said. 

In an HEDC memo, Friedenauer 
said last March there were roughly 
125 people working in a category 
called “leisure and hospitality,” 
which includes businesses like 
restaurants, the golf course and 
guiding companies. The number 
of jobs in this category peaked at a 
little over 400 last July. The typical 
seasonal expansion in employment 
may not occur in the same way this 
year if COVID-19 concerns persist 
into the summer.

COVID-19 will negatively impact 
industries including “travel and 
tourism, retail, fishing and seafood 
processing, and may even slow 
mining, oil and gas,” Friedenauer 
said. She said this was a topic of 
discussion during a recent Alaska 
Municipal League phone call. 

The impacts to these industries 
will be felt by every member of the 
community and are likely to translate 
to reductions in tax revenue for local 
governments ranging from fish tax 
to sales tax to commercial passenger 
vessel fees. A likely scenario is a 
20-50% reduction in revenue for 
municipalities, Friedenauer said, but 

it could be as much as an 80-95% 
reduction. “This will deplete savings, 
reduce overall budgets, increase the 
need for increased local taxes and 
affect local ability to pay for essential 
public services, including public 
safety and education,” she said.

Mining jobs in Haines remain 
uncertain for the summer. Constantine 
vice president Liz Cornejo has said 
the company is still discussing 
summer plans and has not committed 
to any specific projects.

HEDC will continue to track the 
economic impacts of COVID-19 in 
the coming months, Friedenauer said. 
She said it is hard to predict what the 
final outcome will be as the situation 
is highly volatile. Friedenauer is 
in the process of sending a survey 
to businesses in Haines to better 
understand the challenges they are 
facing and see if any needs are not 
being met. She said she will release 
informal results on Facebook once 
she has compiled responses.

Friedenauer said she will continue 
to update the HEDC website as 
new economic resources become 
available. Those interested in 
applying for SBA disaster loans 
can do so through the SBA website. 
Unemployment benefits can be 
applied for through the Alaska 
Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development’s website. The HEDC 
website contains links to both pages.

got it dialed in,” Carlos Jimenez 
said. “Today we got a notification 
that because of connectivity issues, 
it wasn’t working. He’s gleefully 
spending today working on art 
projects,” Jimenez said of his second-
grader Asher. 

Some staff were unable to join an 
online meeting Monday evening, 
when internet use peaked across the 
community. 

Principal Rene Martin said in an 
effort to address bandwidth issues 
they are asking teachers to limit and 
shorten videos, keep teleconferences 
limited to audio and encouraging 
breaks to get students and families 
outside. 

Starting last week and culminating 
Monday evening, Alaska Power & 
Telephone has worked to provide 
dozens of families without internet 
access free service in an effort to 
enable distance learning. Local 
AP&T technician Jesse Mcgraw 
handed boxes in through windows 
with a pole to abide with social 
distancing rules, McPhetres said. 

“We had roughly twenty homes 
that didn’t  have internet,” McPhetres 
said. “AP&T was able to provide 
internet to all except two homes 
and that was because of the physical 
location of their properties. Suddenly 
homes that never had internet have 
internet. That’s amazing.”

The company also installed service 
at the Mosquito Lake Community 
Center where upper valley students 
can access course materials from the 
parking lot. 

AP&T has also waived overage 
fees and increased bandwidth for 
families with students and teachers. 

SCHOOL from page 1
“Many teachers within our service 

area, if they didn’t have service, we 
would get service to them,” AP&T 
director of internet Bryant Smith said 
of their decision. “If they already 
had service, we wanted to make sure 
the service they were getting was 
adequate enough to teach, which 
required a little bit faster internet. 
For students that didn’t have internet 
we would try to reach them with our 
access.”

First-grade teacher and parent 
Sophia Armstrong said while the 
last 10 days of organizing and 
implementing distance learning 
has been difficult, she praised 
her coworkers and the district 
administration for solving problems 
on the fly. 

“Trying to put in a full workday 
while having two children at home 
makes it very hard to concentrate.  
I feel for all the parents out there 
trying to help their children while 
still doing their own work in a 
different environment,” Armstrong 
said. “This is something new, and we 
all need to let go of as much stress 
and pressure as we can, and just do 
the small amount we can each day,” 
Armstrong said. “Nothing will be 
perfect but we can try to enjoy this 
extra time with our kids and focus on 
keeping ourselves healthy and sane.”

Last week selected school staff 
collected students’ belongings out 
of their lockers into trash bags to 
send home. They also collected all 
the musical instruments and other 
classroom materials students would 
need for the coming weeks. 

School is closed through April, by 
state mandate. 

apartment and we try to keep it clean.”
Failure to comply with the self-quarantine mandate is a misdemeanor offense, punishable by a fine of up 

to $25,000 or imprisonment of up to one year, according to state mandate guidelines. 
Haines Borough clerk Alekka Fullerton, assembly members, borough manager Debra Schnabel, mayor Jan 

Hill and police chief Heath Scott, have all been receiving calls from residents reporting violations of various 
state and local health mandates. 

Schnabel said those who have recently returned to town, or who aren’t following the protocols should 
contact the police department to better understand what’s required. 

“Our biggest challenge is getting people to understand that anyone coming into the community has to be 
considered a carrier of the coronavirus. That’s the reason for the quarantine. It’s not punitive,” Schnabel 
said. “The police are on standing directives to contact those people and educate them to the mandates and 
what it means.” 

The state’s social distancing mandate went into effect March 28 at 5 p.m. and supersedes the borough’s 
local shelter-in-place resolution approved last week. 

The social distancing mandate, in part, orders individuals to work from home as much as possible, isolate 
ill family members, and cease public and private gatherings with those outside one’s household. Members 
of the same household can recreate outside but must keep 6 feet away from others. 

Those in violation of the mandate could be prosecuted for reckless endangerment, a Class A misdemeanor. 
The governor’s mandates can be viewed at gov.alaska.gov/home/covid19-healthmandates/

SOCIAL from page 1

material. At present, volunteers in 
Haines are making a simpler mask 
without a pouch. This will change 
if SEARHC requests masks for its 
workers, Loomis said.

While the homemade masks are not 
comparable to the N95 masks, “they 
are better than nothing,” Loomis said. 
Wearing homemade masks helps 
those infected with the virus keep 
saliva and mucus contained. Once 
a mask gets damp, the user should 
sanitize the mask, she said.

“Our goal is to provide everyone 
in the Chilkat Valley with a mask as 
the final outcome,” Loomis said. She 
said she is starting to take requests 
from community members who do 

MASK from page 3
not work in essential services but 
want masks to help slow the spread. 
Those requesting personal masks are 
asked to donate $5 for materials if 
they can afford it. Masks for essential 
businesses will be provided free of 
charge using the kits donated by Jo-
Ann Fabrics.

Right now, meeting the needs of 
local businesses that have remained 
open and providing personal masks 
for vulnerable populations like the 
elderly are the priority, Loomis said. 
She said she is beginning deliveries 
this week. Once volunteers meet the 
needs of these populations, they will 
begin production for others in the 

community.
Loomis said while people cannot 

request specific colors or prints, she 
has been asking businesses for a head 
count of male and female masks so 
she can tailor print selection. She said 
she looks forward to the time when 
they’ve been able to outfit the entire 
community. “It’ll be fun seeing all 
the colors running around Haines.”

Those interested in placing 
personal mask orders can contact 
Loomis by calling 766-2854 or 
texting 314-0854. At risk individuals 
and people ordering free masks for 
their business will need to sign a 
liability waiver.

 

Teri Bastable-Podsiki, with her dog Denali, works on 
glass projects from her home studio.

Judy Erekson delivers lunches to seniors.

SEARHC staff erected a tent outside the clinic to minimize patient contact within the building.

A resident decorates their apartment window during their time off. 

Alone Together continued
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Get the Kitchen 
you’ve always wanted!

Select from Belmont, Canyon Creek, Diamond, 
Kraftmaid, and Sunnywood.

Designers to be in town April 3-6.
To schedule an appointment please call: 

Nick at Don Abels, 907-780-8234, 
or Ryan at Valley Lumber, 907-789-7500. 

Police Report
Tuesday, March 24

A caller reported a possible 
protective order violation on 400 
Block Major Road.

A caller reported a violation of a 
mandate on Willard Street.

A caller reported a violation of a 
mandate on South Sawmill Road.

KVVFD responded to an 
abandoned camp fire at 22.5 Mile 
Haines Highway.
Wednesday, March 25

A caller reported a lost set of 
keys.
Thursday, March 26

A caller reported a violation of 
a mandate on South Front Street.

A caller reported feeling 
threatened on 200 Block Main 
Street.

HBPD assisted a citizen on 
South Second Avenue.

A welfare check was requested 
on Lutak Road.
Friday, March 27

A caller reported a damaged 
street sign on Mud Bay Road.

A caller reported a child on a 
motorcycle on River Road.

A caller reported a violation to 
a mandate on Main Street.

A caller requested a welfare 
check on Beach Road.

A caller reported a dog attacked 
their chickens on Mosquito Lake 
Road.

A caller reported a group of 
people on 400 Block Main Street.

Saturday, March 28
A business alarm was activated 

on Main Street.
Sunday, March 29

HBPD located an open door on 
100 Block South First Avenue.

A caller reported concern for 
dogs running alongside vehicles 
in Haines.

HBPD assisted a citizen on 
South Sawmill Road.

A caller reported a protective 
order violation on Small Tracts 
Road.
Monday, March 30

A caller reported an injured 
eagle in Skagway.

A caller reported a violation of 
a mandate.

Confidential report of drug 
activity.

HVFD responded to a report 
of a chimney fire on 1000 Block 
Lutak Road.

A caller requested information 
be documented.

A caller reported a violation to 
a mandate on Main Street.

A caller requested extra patrols 
on 300 Block Main Street.

 There was one 911 hang-up, two 
canine, five EMS calls and two 
traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

Local garage owner remembered for humor
Freddie Sloan, a mechanic and 

Vietnam veteran, died of a heart 
attack Jan.30 in Crossville, Tenn. 
He was 75.

Friends and family celebrated 
his life with a meal and stories at 
the Haines American Legion on 
March 14.

“His sense of humor was hysterical,” 
daughter Kaitlin McLaughlin said 
this week. “He said after he passed he 
wanted to be skinned and made into 
a lampshade to watch over people.” 
She’s keeping his ashes in an urn on 
a mantle near the lamp. “That’s as 
close as he got.”

Fredrick Dunbar Sloan Jr. was born 
Sept. 17, 1944 in Winfield, Kansas 
to Fred D. Sr. and Vivian Lou “Pat” 
Sloan. The family, including two 
daughters, moved around until Fred 
Sr.’s retirement from the military. In 
the late 1950s, they came to Alaska, 
where Fred Sr. worked as a traveling 
engineer on construction projects, 
including in Haines.

Sloan attended Juneau-Douglas 
High School, where he was voted 
“best dancer” and “pep king” of the 
class of 1964. He played drums in a 
local band, sang in school musicals 
and served in the Civil Air Patrol.

“Our music teacher used to love 
to hear him sing,” said Gene Keene, 
a fellow CAP member, high school 
buddy and lifelong friend.

On graduation, Sloan joined the 
U.S. Navy and served nearly four 
years, including aboard the destroyer 
USS Samuel N. Moore. Military 
histories say the destroyer fired 
on coastal defense sites along the 
Mekong Delta in 1966 and destroyed 
18 “waterborne logistics craft” and 
supply and transshipment points 
during “Operation Sea Dragon” in 
1967. 

Once out of the service, Sloan 
bought a Harley motorcycle and 
“lived life to the fullest,” finding work 
in Southern California as a trucker, 
mechanic and traveling salesman. In 
the early 1980s, he moved to Haines, 
where his parents had settled. He 
owned and operated the Second 
Avenue gas station.

Tim Ward, who operated a 
competing gas station and fuel 
dealership, said he and Sloan would 
outfit their motorcycles with a half-
rack of beer on Sundays and drive 
to the top of Chilkat Pass. “We were 
competitors in business, but we were 
friends. Everybody thought we were 
price-fixing,” Ward recalled. 

For having “too much fun,” his 
father phoned him and said, “This 
town’s only big enough for one 
Fred Sloan,” according to daughter 
McLaughlin. Sloan moved to Juneau, 
married high school sweetheart 
Nancy Brummeler, and found jobs 
as a mechanic at garages and at the 
University of Alaska.

He returned to Haines in 2005, 
bought property on Beach Road and 
reopened the Second Avenue service 
station as “Freddie’s Auto.” Sloan 
spent his free time with his daughter 
and grandchildren and riding his 
motorcycle.

His health faltering, he moved 
to Crossville, Tenn. two years ago, 
buying a spot near high school buddy 
Keene. 

Keene said Sloan had a soft spot 
for the elderly – working on their cars 
for free – for military veterans and 
prisoners of war and family. “He was 
totally changed when he came back 
from Vietnam. It really messed him 
up” Keene said. “But he had all good 
intentions of returning to Haines 

CENSUS from page 3
asked to provide their physical 
address as a mechanism to prevent 
double counting. People can also 
respond over the phone.

“Right now, while everyone is 
trapped at home, is a great time to 
do it,” Friedenauer said. “It took me 
10 minutes.” 

The current response rate for 
Haines is 1.4%, well below the 
statewide and nationwide response 

rates, which are 20.8% and 34.7% 
respectively.

The Census Bureau has been 
pushing online and over-the-phone 
response to reduce the need for 
workers in the field. People wishing 
to complete the census online can 
go to my2020census.gov. To call 
in, phone  844-330-2020 , lines are 
open between 3.00 a.m. and 10p.m. 
Alaska time.

Under the current census schedule, 
which was released prior to the 
spread of COVID-19, census workers 
were scheduled to begin visiting 
households in early May to make 
sure those who have yet to respond 
are counted. The week of July 26 is, 
currently, the final week for census 
responses. This timeline might 
change if pandemic concerns persist.

someday to be with his family.”
McLaughlin said she spoke with 

her father every day. “He was an 
amazing dad and my best friend. He 
had a great sense of humor and an 
unwavering love for his family and 
friends, an overall amazing person, 
who I dearly miss.”

Fred Sloan Jr. is survived by sisters 
Jodie Clarke of Anchorage and Janet 
O’Malley of Juneau; by daughters 
Kaitlin McLaughlin of Haines and 
Tara Janu of Dayton, Nev., and 
by grandchildren Rylee Sloan and 
Landon McLaughlin of Haines and 
Logan Janu of Dayton. 
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

Starlight has 1 bedroom furnished 
apartments for RENT. RENT 

(Un)Classified Ads
REDUCED to $750/month for a 
6 month lease. Please call Kathy 
at 766-3191 or 907-631-1020. 
(12-15b)

BURFL’S TRACTOR WORKS! 
Wishes you and your family 
great health. Text/Voice 314-3239 
(12-13b)

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm • Sat, 9am-5pm • Sun Closed 

Extra time? Fix your car!
20% Store-wide sale, March 21!
In-store merchandise only.

766-2940

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Open and 
essential! 

Give us a call!

SUBSCRIBE!
The Chilkat Valley News needs 
your help to keep providing 
the community service of 
independant journalism

“Like” us on Facebook to see updates! 

THOR’S IS CLOSED 
until further notice. 

Sorry for any 
inconvenience.

• IFR Certified
in Caravan Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        
8:30am
3:15pm

9:05am
3:50pm

Spring 2020 Flight Schedule 
March 30 - May 1

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        
9:20am
4:05pm

10:30am
4:40pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Flights on Monday - Friday only. 
No flights currently on Saturday or Sunday.

9:20am flight stops over in Skagway.

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Monitor and Toyo stove 
repair • Tire swap, mount 
& balance • Stihl Outdoor 
Equipment IN STOCK •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

  Advertise in the 

Business 
Directory

for only 
$16.50

 per square, 
per week!

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

Martial Arts
In The

Chilkat Valley
Spring Classes: January - April
Kids Jujutsu (8-13yr) M/Th 4pm
Adults/Teens Jujutsu Th 5:30pm

Battojutsu (Sword) M 5:30pm
www.seibukanofhaines.com

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
Tues-Sat, 10a-5p

766-2869OPEN BY 
APPOINTMENT

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

Open for curbside service 
but doors are locked. 

Call 766-2337 or 314-0404. 
Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm.

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 
Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSWHEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

Robin Grace LCSW 
Video and Phone 
Psychotherapy
• 541-914-4914 •

Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

SEARHC should let local doctors 
communicate with the public
Commentary by Kyle Clayton 

SEARHC should designate a local 
health expert to update the media and 
the public on how it’s adapting to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Residents and 
local organizations want and need 
to hear from Haines health experts, 
not a public relations specialist from 
another town. This is not a critique 
of their marketing person, but a 
reasonable desire to hear from our 
neighbors who can tell us what’s 
going on in our clinic. 

During Tuesday evening’s 
borough town hall meeting, Doctor 
Lylith Widmer, medical director 
of the SEARHC Haines Health 
Center, updated the community on 
the clinic’s current operations and 
preparedness in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

She said clinic staff have been 
doing case simulations and made 
two Intensive Care Unit beds that can 
accommodate COVID-19 patients 
until they are transferred.  She said 
they have an abundant supply of 
personal protective equipment and 
testing kits. 

“I want to assure everyone that 
anyone who needs a COVID-19 test 
will get a test,” Widmer said. 

Hearing from a local doctor with 
whom I’ve communicated with in 
community events was reassuring. 
But it was the first time residents have 
heard from a local health professional 
publicly. Nearly all communications 
with media go through SEARHC’s 
director of marketing. While that 
person has been responsive, and does 
her best to provide Haines-specific 

information from her Sitka residence, 
it’s not the same as hearing from our 
doctors who will treat us and take 
care of us when and if the need arises. 

In Petersburg, their hospital staff 
update the community on a daily call-
in show on KFSK. In Skagway they 
release the number of tests the clinic 
has completed. Those events quell 
rumors and increase transparency 
during uncertain and anxiety-laden 
times. 

Last week I asked SEARHC 
headquarters if they would allow a 
local doctor to speak on the clinic’s 
behalf to answer questions such as: 
How have the operations at the local 
clinic changed? Are doctors doing 
home visits? Is telehealth occurring? 
Is the clinic well supplied? 

I received no response. 

Subscribe 
to the CVN!
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This notice is in response to 
public concern over 2020 Real 

Property Assessed Values.
Frequently asked questions  
about the assessing process:
Why is property assessed?
All Real Property within the borough not 
ex-empt under the laws of the United 
States, the state of Alaska, or the ordinanc-
es of the borough, is subject to taxation for 
municipal purposes. Property tax is a stable 
source of money for a municipality and is 
used to fund schools, fire & police protec-
tion, streets, libraries, and other public pro-
grams. If Real Property is taxed, state law 
requires all taxing municipalities to assess 
it uniformly, at 100% of its true and fair mar-
ket value, according to the highest & best 
use of the property. Market value means 
the amount of money that a willing buyer, 
not obligated to buy, would pay a willing 
seller, not obligated to sell, taking into con-
sideration all the physically possible, legally 
permissible, financially feasible, and most 
productive uses that might be applied to 
the property.
How does an assessor learn Market Val-
ue?
In order to estimate market value the ass-
es-sor must know what similar properties 
are selling for. Market value is not creat-
ed by the assessor, but instead is created 
by people through their transactions in 
the marketplace. When ownership of Real 
Property changes, and the assessor learns 
of the ownership change, a request for de-
tails of the sale are mailed to the buyer and 
the seller. The assessor uses that sales infor-
mation to determine market value. 
How is property assessed?
To determine an assessed value for your 
Real Property the assessor’s office first re-
views all the property to be assessed. Staff 
conduct field inspections to collect and 
verify property descriptions and identify 
all characteristics which may affect a prop-
erty’s value. These characteristics include, 
but are not limited to, land area & features, 
the size of the struc-ture(s), the quality of 
materials & workman-ship, building style, 
number of stories, number of bedrooms & 
bathrooms, heat source(s) and observed 
condition. The property’s characteristics 
are used to determine replacement cost 
less depreciation, plus land value. Compar-
isons are made with similar property sales 
and adjusted to market value based upon 
prevailing price levels. Your Real Property is 
assessed for an ad valorem tax and is done 
by a process called mass appraisal. Mass 
appraisal is the process of valuing a group 
of properties, using standard methods, em-
ploying common data, and allowing for sta-

tistical testing. 
How is property valued?
In addition to an analysis of the prevailing 
marketplace determined from available 
sales information, one or more of three ap-
proaches to value may be used by the as-
sessor to estimate property value:
1. The Sales Comparison Approach 
This approach compares your property to 
others that have sold recently. 
2. The Cost Approach
This method is based on how much mon-
ey it would take, at current material & labor 
costs, to replace your property with a simi-
lar one.
3. The Income Approach 
The income approach analyzes the expect-
ed economic benefits that investors antici-
pate from a real estate investment. 
When valuing Real Property the assessor 
determines which method, or combination 
of methods to use depending on the type 
and nature of the property.
What is an assessment and how does it 
differ from an appraisal?
The terms ‘assessment’ & ‘assessed value’ 
are often used to describe the same thing. 
As stated earlier, Alaska state law requires 
that property be assessed at full & true 
value; therefore, the appraised value & 
the assessed value should equal the same 
amount. However, since the Assessor’s Of-
fice is appraising a large group of proper-
ties, the assessment should be reviewed 
carefully by the property owner to assure 
value estimates are reasonable.  On the 
other hand an “appraisal” is the act of esti-
mating the money value of a property by a 
fee appraiser, often for the sale of a single 
property that is being financed by a lend-
er. Unlike mass appraisal a “fee apprais-
al” involves a thorough inspection of the 
property’s interior & exterior, along with an 
owner interview. This differs from the mass 
appraisal done on groups of properties for 
tax purposes that normally involve an exte-
rior inspection only, and often without an 
owner interview.
Why do assessed values change? 
Values change in the marketplace whether 
improvements are made to your property 
or not. State law requires Real Property to 
be assessed at its full and true value each 
year. The number of staff assessing prop-
erty is the limiting factor for how many 
properties can be assessed annually. As a 
result municipalities adopt an assessment 
cycle that is completed over a certain num-
ber of years. The Haines Borough adopted 
a 6-year assessment cycle, so you can ex-
pect your property to be inspected every 
six years.
What is an assessment notice and when 
can you expect to receive one?
Assessment notices for your Real Property 

are mailed annually as soon as possible af-
ter January first. An assessment notice is a 
statement of assessed value on a particular 
parcel. When you receive an Assessment 
Notice from the Haines Borough it will in-
clude a legal description of the property 
and show the valuation for the land, im-
provements (buildings), and total value as 
of January 1st of the tax year.
What if after receiving your assessment 
notice you think your assessed value is 
wrong?
Call the Assessor’s Office IMMEDIATELY. 
There may have been an error on your 
notice or the Assessor may not have been 
aware of a loss or addition to your property. 
Changes or adjustments can be made for 
a limited time only if you have documen-
tation to prove that a correction should be 
made in the value of your property. State 
law allows thirty (30) days from the mail-
ing of the notice to file an appeal with the 
Assessor. This evidence must be submitted 
for any value change and a com-prehensive 
inspection may be required.
What if you and the Assessor can’t agree 
on the valuation?
You may appeal to the Board of Equal-
ization. Appeal forms are available at the 
Haines Borough Assessing Department & 
Haines Borough Website.
What is the Board of Equalization? The 
Board of Equalization is a quasijudicial 
body made up of the Mayor and the As-
sembly. It is the duty of the Board to hear 
appeals, determine equalization and adjust 
assessments when applicable.
How is the property tax determined? Real 
property tax is determined by multiplying 
the assessed value of the property by the 
mill rate (taxes = assessed value x mill rate).
What is a mill?
A mill is a monetary unit equal to 1/1000 
(one thousandth) of a U.S. dollar, or 1/10 
(one tenth) of one cent.
What is a mill rate?
A mill rate is the number of mills each in-
dividual property is to be assessed, or 
charged, per dollar value of the property. 
For example: If your mill rate was 10 mills, 
you would pay one cent for every dollar of 
assessed value, or $10.00 for each $1,000 of 
assessed value.
How is the mill rate determined?
Calculation of the mill rate begins in Feb-
ruary with the budget process. After pro-
posed department budgets are reviewed 
and approved the total cost of providing 
all government services is calculated. All 
anticipated income from every source (ex-
cept property taxes), is calculated. The total 
anticipated income is subtracted from the 
total cost of all government services to de-
termine the amount of money to be raised 

HOW IS MY PROPERTY ASSESSED?

Haines Borough 
Lands & Assessing 

Department

103, 3rd Avenue S.
P.O. Box 1209

Haines, AK 99827
(907) 766-6410

www.hainesalaska.gov

by property 
taxes. That 
r e m a i n i n g 
a m o u n t 
of money 
needed for 

government 
services is 
divided by 
the total val-
ue of taxable 
Real Prop-

erty (after 
the Board of 
Equalization 
meeting), to 
d e t e r m i n e 
the mill rate.

How much will my taxes be?
Taxes are calculated by multiplying the 
taxable assessed value by the tax rate.

EXAMPLE:
Taxable Value Tax Rate        Annual 
Tax
$100,000      x .006 (6 Mills) = $600.00

766-3538766-3538
Red/yellow potatoesRed/yellow potatoes
and carrots available. and carrots available. 

Grown with only organic Grown with only organic 
fertilizer-no chemicals.fertilizer-no chemicals.

Our office is closed 
to the public.

We still have fire 
starter! At the 
bottom of the stairs 
to the CVN.

For news tips, call 766-2688 or 
email chilkatnews@gmail.com.

For billing or subscription 
questions call Jane at 303-3775.

A message from the 
Chilkat Valley NewsNOW HIRING!NOW HIRING!

Haines Industrial 
Supply 

is currently accept-
ing applications for 

a full time Parts 
Person. Knowledge 
of Heavy Equipment, 
Trucks and general 
mechanical compre-
hension necessary.  
Follow up on parts 
orders to ensure 

that customers have 
been served 

properly.

Haines 
Senior Village

Accepting applications 
for future openings for 
one and two bedroom 

apartments.
55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Residents question quarantine 
enforcement at town hall meeting
By Ceri Godinez

At a virtual town hall meeting 
Tuesday  n igh t ,  Emergency 
Operations Center members and 
medical and emergency services 
staff fielded questions from Haines 
residents related to COVID-19 and 
social-distancing measures in the 
community. Many questions focused 
on the potential for people entering 
the community to circumvent 
quarantine requirements, especially 
construction crews, who will be 
exempt. 

Haines Borough manager and EOC 
incident commander Debra Schnabel 
said there are no COVID-19 cases 
currently identified in Haines, which 
suggests the disease will be brought 
to Haines when someone enters the 
community. 

“Why haven’t we closed our town 
to incoming people?” Schnabel 
asked. In answer, she said the state 
has issued a mandate limiting travel 
between communities to critical 
need or efforts to support critical 
infrastructure. People traveling 
to support critical infrastructure 
are not required to quarantine for 
14 days. The mandate prohibits 
communities like Haines that are on 
the road system from adopting more 
restrictive measures. 

In general, if people have questions 
about why the borough hasn’t 
imposed stricter rules, the answer is 
that they are following state policy, 
Schnabel said.

The borough is asking workers 
entering the community who support 
critical infrastructure to voluntarily 

comply with social-distancing 
measures, Schnabel said. She used 
construction workers entering town 
for the upcoming highway and harbor 
project as an example. Although 
the workers are exempt from the 
two-week quarantine required, she 
said the borough will ask workers 
to complete voluntary registration 
forms and ask employers to submit 
a plan of how they intend to protect 
the health of the community.

Would borough leaders be willing 
to ask the state to determine which 
construction projects are essential 
infrastructure and limit projects 
to those deemed essential? Haines 
resident Tom Morphet asked. He used 
the Small Boat Harbor expansion as 
an example. “We’ve been waiting 
on that for 40 years.” He said the 
local community should be able 
to determine which projects are 
essential.

Schnabel said although the 
question was valid, changing the 
construction schedule for Haines 
would require renegotiating legal 
contracts.

Scott Ramsey, another resident 
who called into the meeting, asked 
if it would be possible to ensure 
construction jobs went to local hires 
to both mitigate health concerns and 
bring jobs to the community. 

The borough has made this request, 
said Carolann Wooton, deputy 
commander for the Emergency 
Operations Center.

Resident Ron Jackson said he had 
seen a form around town requesting 
information from travelers and asked 

what the borough was planning to do 
with the information.

The EOC has posted voluntary 
registration forms at ports of 
entry where people entering the 
community are asked to provide 
contact information, Schnabel said. 
EOC members will use this contact 
information to check in with these 
individuals to make sure they 
understand and are engaging in the 
quarantine process.

Schnabel asked that community 
members inform the borough 
if they know of people not in 
compliance with 14-day quarantine 
requirements. She said the borough 
will send the police out to educate 
those in violation.

Other questions at the meeting 
dealt with topics ranging from the 
number of ventilators in Haines to 
the best way to determine whether 
someone is an asymptomatic carrier 
of COVID-19. (The answers are two 
and there is no good way to determine 
who is an asymptomatic carrier. Tests 
are wrong about one-third of the time 
because they lack the sensitivity to 
detect the small amount of virus these 
individuals shed.)

People with lingering questions 
can send them to EOC@Haines.
ak.us, said mayor Jan Hill. She 
concluded the meeting with a 
reminder that residents should avoid 
flushing disinfectant wipes down the 
toilet at all costs in order to protect 
the borough’s sewer system.

Haines SEARHC nurses Nicole Holm, Richard Gunick, Keely 
Baumgartener and Jessica Price. Melissa Ganey photo.


