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See WHALE page 4

Noises Off

Margaret Sebens, Cheryl Mullins and Kyle Clayton performed in “Noises Off” on the Chilkat 
Center stage last weekend. In this scene, things went slightly off script in the play-within-the-
play. Jenna Kunze photo. More photos back page. 

By Sarah Chatta
 For the first time on record, a 

sperm whale carcass was found in 
Lynn Canal. 

This is the third time since 
1990 that researchers from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) could 
necropsy a sperm whale in Alaska. 
But before the necropsy was 
complete, someone stole the sperm 
whale’s lower jaw, a violation of 
the federal law. 

A private pilot spotted the 
carcass on the east bank of Lynn 
Canal near Eldred Rock on 
Tuesday, March 19. A team of 

Friends of Recyling to 
propose plastic bag ban

Draft budget increases 
property taxes, no cuts 

Sperm whale carcass beached 
near Eldred Rock, jaw bone stolen

eight, including veterinarians, 
marine biologists and graduate 
students, began to assess the 
carcass on Wednesday, March 20. 
They left their work unfinished due 
to weather conditions. When they 
returned more than a week later, on 
March 29, someone had removed 
the sperm whale’s lower jaw. 

The team notified NOAA’s 
office of law enforcement and 
will post a web story asking the 
public for help getting the jaw 
bone back. There are no plans to 
remove the whale. 

“We leave the whale as is and let 
nature take its course,” said Julie 

Speegle, a biologist at NOAA.
“It is not at all typical for sperm 

whales to be in Lynn Canal,” said 
Kate Savage, lead veterinarian on 
necropsy, as well as a biologist 
at NOAA. “We knew they were 
around, but not in Lynn Canal,” 
she said.

 Though her team had done 
countless whale necropsies, 
Savage said that none of them 
had done one on a sperm whale, 
and “It was pretty exciting that we 
were able to access this carcass.”

 The team initially suspected 
that plastic waste killed the whale. 

Coast Guard rescues stranded boaters

Man attacks cop, charged 
with two counts of assault
By Sarah Chatta

Haines Police charged a 40-year-old transient man with inciting fear 
and for physically assaulting a police officer, two counts of assault. 

On April 2, a 24-year-old woman reported that the man had been 
watching her for more than an hour. Later that day the woman reported 
the man to police. Officer Brayton Long later approached the man. 

“He became verbally assaultive right off the bat,” Long said. “He 
wouldn’t give me his full name. He just stared at me. He took his 
sunglasses off, stared at me again, and put them back on.” 

Long asked the man if he had been watching girls on the beach with 
binoculars. The man attempted to walk past Long, and Long blocked 
his path, telling the man that he would be detained for assault with fear 
or harassment. The second time Long stood in the man’s way, asking 
him again whether or not he would cooperate with the investigation, 
the man lunged at Long, knocking him to the ground. 

“I was extremely concerned for my safety and for the safety of my 
community,” said Long. 

The man moved to Haines from Fairbanks 16 days ago. 
“I consider myself a law-abiding citizen,” the man said in court 

Wednesday. He claimed he had no criminal history within the recent 
past. “I’m not a threat to the residents of Haines Borough,” he said, “I 
want to become a community member.” 

Long said the man has a history of criminal convictions in Minneapolis 
including assault and domestic violence assault going back two decades. 

See ASSAULT page 6

By Jenna Kunze
In a tribute to Earth Day, Haines 

Friends of Recycling in partnership 
with three sixth-grade students will 
bring a draft ordinance banning 
single-use plastic bags in the 
Haines Borough to the assembly 
on April 23.

Sixth graders Ariel Long, 
Camelia Bell and Lucia Chapell 
said they were inspired to rally 
for a plastic bag ban after learning 
about the effects of plastic in the 
environment.

“When we throw plastic bags 
away, they can go into the ocean,” 
Bell said. “The plastic will break 
up into tiny pieces and the fish will 
eat them and then we eat the fish.”

As part of a class assignment 
in January, Chapell said they 
asked local businesses whether a 
plastic bag ban would affect them. 
“Some did say it would be more 
expensive but a lot of businesses 
said that that was worth the risk 
if it would help the environment,” 

Chapell said. “If there were no 
plastic bags, people would learn 
to bring reusable bags.”

Melissa Aronson, Haines 
Friends of Recycling chair, said 
plastic bags create litter as well as 
marine and wildlife entanglement 
issues in the Chilkat Valley.

“We need to get this passed 
here locally,” Aronson said. 
“The plastic bags are just a really 
serious problem. A lot of nations, 
a lot of states and a lot of local 
communities are banning them.”

The landfill has been a long-
standing source of windblown 
trash and animal hazards. 

Last month, a community 
member wrote a complaint to the 
borough asserting that Community 
Waste Solutions violates Alaska 
law by failing to cover rotten 
waste to prevent blowing litter 
and animal scavenging.  

The landfill has since begun 

See BAN page 3

By Jenna Kunze
Stranded 10 miles up the 

Chilkat River Saturday evening 
with wet clothes, little food and 
the inky black of night rolling 
in, seven Haines residents used a 
heat-insulated sleeping bag, glow 
sticks and GPS device to alert 
recue crews and avoid a night of 
freezing temperatures. 

Earlier that day, friends Vincent 
Simkin and Gary Hinkle motored 
their skiffs up the Chilkat River 
with passengers Sierra Hinkle, 
Brittany Miller, Caullen Taylor, 
Katie Torguson, Joliena Wilson 
and her black lab, Keta, in tow. 

They leisurely boated about 17 
miles upriver before turning back. 
“We were just taking our time and 
moseying through side channels, 

no big deal,” Simkin told the CVN 
this week. 

Hinkle was running the boat 
ahead of Simkin in a lighter boat. 
“I went down one (channel) and 
Vin went down the other,” Hinkle 
said. “I went down to about 10 mile 
and when I didn’t hear his motor, I 
thought ‘that’s not good.’”

Simkin, Taylor and Torguson 
were scraping bottom in a shallow 
channel they couldn’t escape while 
dusk crept in.

 “You know that the sun going 
down on the river is a bad deal,” 
Simkin said. “The best thing I 
could have done was to go and 
meet up with the other boat.”

Simkin abandoned his skiff on 
the sandbar and planned to retrieve 
it the next day. Simkin and the 

others piled into Hinkle’s skiff. 
Hinkle’s boat hit bottom in 

about 10 inches of water, weighed 
down by the additional passengers. 
By this time, darkness had set 
in. Everyone was wet and some 
people were shivering, Hinkle 
said. 

The boat lacked a headlight, and 
the group decided not to risk going 
further and potentially capsizing 
on a log. The friends crossed the 
river to a larger sandbar where 
they made a fire from scattered 
drift wood.

Hinkle contacted State Wildlife 
Trooper Trent Chwialkowski on 
his GPS inReach phone at 10 p.m. 

“Look man, we need help,” 

See RESCUE page 4

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Borough manager’s 

2020 proposed budget released 
this week amounts to nearly $18.7 
million in total spending using 
$426,508 of borough reserve funds 
and an increase in property tax.

Last fiscal year, the borough’s 
budget spent about $13.4 million. 
This year’s budget would be 
similar if not for a spending 
increase that reflects $6.1 million 
worth of Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game and other outside 
revenues that will pay for the 
construction of a sport boat launch 
ramp.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s proposed 
state budget, if approved, would 
cut significant funding to school 
districts, withhold fish tax revenue 
and cancel the school bond 

debt reimbursement program- 
losses that would cost the Haines 
Borough about $8 million.

Under  the  school  debt 
reimbursement program, the 
borough has received an annual 70 
percent contribution rate from the 
state to pay for the cost of building 
the school in 2005. If the program 
is cancelled, The Haines Borough 
is on the hook until 2027 to pay the 
bond back $1,195,375 each year.

Borough manager Debra 
Schnabel’s proposed budget 
offsets the potential funding loss 
by raising townsite mill rate to 
9.69 with an additional 3.99 mills 
in debt service for a total mill rate 
of 13.68. In 2003, voters approved 
a 10-mill property tax cap, which 

See DRAFT page 5
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Thank you to all who supported the Chilkat Center and the LCC 
Players by attending the play “Noises Off.” I had the honor and privilege 
of working with incredibly talented, dedicated and fun performers. 
This was a huge undertaking, from building the beautiful set, to the 
stagehands rotating the entire set between each act, to making sure the 
vast numbers of props were in the correct places throughout the entire 
play. Thanks to our builders, stagehands, light, sound, hair, makeup, 
costume crews and set designers. Thanks to our stage manager, Cherri, 
who was the calm amid all the chaos. And thank you to Tod Sebens, our 
director, for taking on such a large project and having faith that all of 
us working together would accomplish the end result of entertaining 
our community. One more thing…sardines. 

      Cheryl Mullins

I was disgusted but not surprised by the attacks by liberal members 
of the Borough Assembly against Mayor Jan Hill. She owes no one 
an apology or explanation as to her comments regarding INSANE 
Tier 3 designation of the Chilkat River. Jan was born and raised here. 
She knows better than most the importance of a balanced economy. 
Tier 3 is just a poorly crafted attempt to end run the failed STAND 
FOR SALMON fiasco. Both were specifically intended to halt mine 
development in Alaska. Any other explanation is a flat out lie. I’ve also 
noted a sad return to the politics of RACE. On at least two occasions 
now, conservative, Alaska Natives have been politically dissed by some 
members of the assembly for imagined transgressions mostly dealing 
with conflict in narratives that didn’t agree with their own. One fine 
Borough Manager was treated as such. The other was Jan Hill by a 
particularly foul mouthed assemblyman. 

                 Terrance Pardee

Thank you to everybody who supported HARK during our second 
annual Spay-ghetti dinner. This was, by far, the biggest crowd and 
most successful fundraiser in the eight years that I’ve been on the 
HARK team. My sincere apologies to everyone that showed up only 
to find the Chilkat Center filled to capacity and the pasta all but gone 
- thanks for making donations anyway, even without any dinner! Big 
thanks to Susie McCartney, Steve Daly, Janet Lawson, Judy Ewald, 
Kelleen Adams, Burl Sheldon, Nancy Berland, all of the HARK Board 
members, Alaska Seaplanes, Ampersand, Aspen Suites, Bamboo Room, 
Body IQ, Chilkat Bakery, Haines Brewery, Howser’s IGA, Moosterious 
Emporium, Mountain Market, Tito’s Vodka for dog people, and all the 
generous folks who contributed to our silent auction! It was a great 
event and we are feeling the love.

      Tracy Mikowski 

Duly Noted

Friday, April 5
HEDC meeting, 3 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Retirement Celebration for Bengie Stuart, 4 

– 6 p.m. at the Pioneer. Everyone welcome.
April First Friday, 4 p.m. at the Jilkaat Kwaan 

Heritage Center in Klukwan and 5 – 7 p.m. at 
participating businesses around town. 

National Honor Society Curry dinner, 5 – 7 
p.m. in the Haines School cafeteria. Fundraiser 
for NHS students.

2nd Annual Haines Arts Council 
Membership Drive Kick-off Party, 7 – 8 p.m. 
at the Chilkat Center. Pizza by the slice, beer and 
wine available for purchase. Music to follow.

Jack Garton and the Demon Squadron 
concert/dance, 8 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Tickets $18 general admission/$15 HAC 
members. 
Saturday, April 6

Thai Massage Workshop, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at Body IQ. Continues Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. 
Call 766-2600 to register. 

Little League Registration, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
in the public library. Open to children ages 9-12. 
See ad page 3 for more info.  
Sunday, April 7

Garden workshop, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. with 
potluck following Haines school cafeteria. 
Free. Donatoins appreciated. Seed and garden 
equipment exchange. 

Fundraiser for Ozzy, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.at the 
Haines Senior Center. Chili dogs for purchase 
with dessert and silent auction. 
Monday, April 8

Parks and Rec Trails Subcommittee 
workshop, 6 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Tuesday, April 9

Government Affairs and Services Committee 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.

Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 

assembly chambers.
Haines Friends of Recycling, annual meeting, 

4 p.m. in the public library. 
Wednesday, April 10

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.

Celebrate with Pie, 5 – 6 p.m. at the Brewery. 
Stop by for a slice of pie to celebrate the Chilkat 
Valley Community Foundation’s completion 
of their 2020 fundraising goal. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be provided.
Thursday, April 11

Tourism Advisory Board, 11 a.m.. in 
assembly chambers.

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Saturday, April 13

Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting, 1 
p.m. at Klukwan Assembly of God Church.
Sunday, April 14

Blessing of the Fleet, 3 p.m. at the small boat 
harbor. Reception to follow at the Presbyterian 
Church.
Wednesday, April 17

Chilkat Bald Eagle Advisory Council 
meeting, 10 a.m. in the assembly chambers. 

Root Cellars of the Chilkat Valley, slide 
show , presentation and discussion, 6-8 p.m. at 
the public library. 
Friday, April 19

Earth Day celebration, Plastic Pollution 
and Solutions, 6-8:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. 
Call 766-2185 for more information. Continues 
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30

The Rice Brothers concert, 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. 

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Letters to the Editor
Is it a party? 
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Our mayor was in the right 

HARK fundraiser was a record breaker 

By Lexie Dewitt
Bryan and Kaitlin Combs 

along with children Colton, 
Tyson, and Tanner have returned 
from the Seattle Mariners opening 
day baseball game. The family 
first traveled to Juneau where 
Bryan played in the Gold Medal 
Basketball Tournament. They 
stayed with Bryan’s sister Rikki 
and Matt Dubois and her children 
Garrett and Erin Gelston who 
also went with them on their trip. 
From there they headed to Seattle 
to watch the Mariners. Music artist 
Macklemore also made a musical 
appearance for a full stadium. 
“This was our birthday gift to 
Colton, tickets on opening day. 
He is so into sports and starting 
little league soon.We thought this 
would be perfect,” Kaitlin said.

Dylan and Rigel Beckish 
have returned from a trip in 
Washington along with their 
daughter Annabelle. The trip 
started with a 50th birthday bash 
for Rigel’s friend and co-worker 
Beth Bolander with a spa day and 
night out. Rigel also got to meet 
Maxine Simpson, the newest and 
fourth girl for Hannah and Zeth 
Simpson. They also met up with 
Rigel’s grandfather, John Falvey 
and his wife Geanmary and 
celebrated his 84th birthday. They 
then ventured to Couer d’Alene, 
Idaho where they met Dylan’s 
brother Chance Sampsel and wife 
Malea and kids Quinton, Caden 
and Garrett. 

Mandy Ramsey’s  poem 
“Where I’m From” was selected 
among 400 submissions for the 
2019 issue of Tidal Echoes, a 
University of Alaska Literary 
journal. Tidal Echoes showcases 
the art and writing of Southeast 
Alaskans. 

The Starvin’ Marvin Garden 
is getting ready for the first 
seeds of the season. This week, 
kindergarteners along with third 

and fifth grader planted peppers 
and onions. “Every class in 
K-6 starts seeds that will be 
transplanted into the garden in 
May,” said Takshunuk Education 
Coordinator Marie Boisvert. 
“Students engage in every step 
of the growing process: mixing 
potting soil, making soil blocks, 
seeding, watering, potting-on, 
thinning, transplanting and, finally, 
eating,” she added. 

The annual Aaron Nash Pool 
Tournament was held at the 
Fogcutter Bar last week. “Twenty- 
five players attended the event and 
Roger Bergstrand went home 
as the winner,” said owner Kelly 
Jessup. 

The 2019 Swim-a-Thon on 
March 30 was a big success. Fourty 
swimmers collected donation 
pledges from sponsors and swam 
lengths of the pool to earn money 
for the Haines Dolphins Swim 
Team. “For the second year in a 
row, the Little Dolphins, swimmers 
not yet certified to swim in the deep 
end, participated in a separate 
session by swimming sideways 
lengths in the shallow end of the 
pool,” said board member Rich 
Chapell. The money raised during 
the Swim-a-Thon will be used by 
the Haines Dolphins Swim Team 
in the coming year to pay coaches, 
rent the pool and offer need-based 
swim dues scholarships.

Ted Cheney went exploring 
with his family, wife Kat, children 
Winter, Isabella, and Taylor, 
at low tide a couple weeks 
ago and found a bottle of Dr. 
Kilmer’s Swamp Root fully 
intact from 1896. Swamp Root 
was a diuretic for kidneys and 
also a mild laxative. It tended to 
promote the flow of urine and 
aiding the kidneys in their work of 
eliminating waste. The concoction 
was made of 10 percent alcohol 
and also included golden seal root, 
skull cap leaves, venice turpentine, 

peppermint, cinnamon, valerian 
root and sassafras. 

Residents have returned 
from the Hoop Time basketball 
tournament in Juneau over spring 
break. Haines Boys Middle 
School and Girls Middle School 
teams competed in the annual 
tournament. Boys coach Kyle 
Fossman was proud of his teams, 
“Both teams had some really close 
games which is a great experience 
for them, getting a chance to play 
in a game that could go either way 
at the end.”

By Sarah Chatta
“We don’t know a lot about 

moose around Haines,” said Carl 
Koch, a wildlife biologist for 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. “We know a lot about 
Gustavus and we know a lot about 
Berners Bay, but not a lot about 
the Chilkat Valley.” This year’s 
survey occurred in the last week 
of March, and its goal, said Koch, 
was to learn about the valley’s 
moose population.

“It went very well actually,” he 
said. Koch’s team tagged 24 female 
moose from “Murphy’s flat all the 
way up to upper Chilkat,” he said. 
In the past, gathering moose data 
has been hard around Haines. Koch 
has to survey the moose in “good 
snow,” when they stick out, and 
before their antlers drop around 
November to accurately identify 
moose genders. Otherwise, “we 
can only accurately identify cows 
with calves,” he said. 

In order to tag a moose, a spotter 
plane first finds it, and then a 
biologist and a pilot go ahead of 
the animal and dart it from afar. 
Once the moose is “chemically 
immobilized” they are able to 
handle it. 

He said that the use of a spotter 
plane this year turned out to be 
essential because, without much 
snow, the moose were more 
difficult to discern. When moose 
biologist Kevin White measured 
the animals’ body fat with an 
ultrasound, he was surprised by the 
low amount of fat on the moose in 
the valley in spite of early spring 
conditions—it was what he might 
have expected to see during a very 
severe winter. 

“It would be interesting to see 
what’s going on with the system 
in the Chilkat Valley that may be 
affecting that,” said Koch. 

Deep snow makes it harder for 
moose; they have to expend more 
energy and it is harder for them 
to access food, said Koch. In the 
Chilkat Valley, where snowfall 
was less this year, Koch looked 
to the moose’s sources of food. 
Most of their winter food is willow, 
cottonwood and red dogwood, 
he said, and the diameters of 
these stems were pretty thick, 
indicating that there may be more 
competition. 

Koch also found that “there was 
an awful lot out there that was not 
edible.” 

In late May and June, Koch’s 
team will count how many of the 
calves have survived.

“We’re going to learn a lot 
more than we did in the past, 
most importantly about accurate 
populations, how the population 
changes,” he said. “It will be 
interesting to see how similar 
adults and calves are,” said Koch. 

Moose calves are born at the 
end of May, into June. “Before 
they are grown enough to run 
fast, the strategy is for the cow 
to stash them,” said Koch. “The 
cow is often not that far away, 
but sometimes when dogs are 
around and things like that they’ll 
separate.” 

If anyone in Haines sees one of 
the collarded moose, Koch asks 
that they call Fish and Game with 
the following information: when 
and where they saw the moose, the 
collar color, the collar number and 
if the animal had calves with it. 

Biologist measures low 
body fat in valley moose

Correction:
Last week’s Borough Brief 

titled “Assembly enacts hiring 
freeze,” incorrectly listed hours 
for the museum’s education 
position. It is half-funded in the 
budget at 585 hours a year, not 
per week. 
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Generosity is the Key Ingredient!

Donors and friends are 
invited to celebrate making 

the 4-year 2020 Match 
Campaign goal 
in just 2 years!

Stop by for a piece of homemade pie!

Wednesday, April 10 5-6pm
Haines Brewing Co.

Haines Little League 
Registration Open

Saturday, April 6, 2:30-
4:30 pm at the Public Library
Open to kids ages 9 - 12 (born 
between May 2006 and Aug. 
2010). Parent signature and 
original birth certifi cate are 
required at time of registration
$30 fee for the season (May - 
July 2018). 
Call Ann Fossman with 

questions 314-0251

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associate

NEW
PENDING

606 FAA Road - 3 bd/2ba Home with 
workshop, greenhouse. 

.97 acre $239,000

912 Highland Drive - 2 bd/1ba Home 
with detached shop, fi ltered views. 

$245,000

Beach Road Waterfront Lot -
Power, phone, great views and beach 

access. .72 acre $117,500

225 4th Ave. - Apartment, Studio, 
large shop on 2 lots zoned multiple 

residential $189,000 

We produce results!

BACK ON 

MARKETREDUCED

actively covering the waste with 
soil donated from community 
members. Landfill manager Sally 
Garton said they expect to cover 
active dumping deposits this week.

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game biologists Carl Kotch and 
Rich Chapell said they have seen 
the effects of animals ingesting 
plastic, such as plastic bags in 
bear scat.  

According to a survey of 18 
local businesses, seven do not offer 
plastic bags. Olerud’s is currently 
the only grocer offering a plastic 
option. 

Doug Olerud told the CVN 
that while half his customers use 
paper products, the other half 
prefer plastic because of weather 
conditions. 

“Normally, you’ve either got 
rain or snow and a lot of people 
have open-back pickups or they’re 
carrying it out in the rain and 
the paper doesn’t hold up in the 
environment,” he said.“We’ve got 
a large number of customers who 
ask us not to carry plastic bags 
and a large number of people that 
ask us to carry plastic bags, so we 
have both.

Olerud said the store will offer 
water-resistant reusable bags 
for purchase later this month. If 
customers like the reusuable bags, 
the store will likely phase out 
single-use plastic bags, he said. 

Women clothing store La Loft’s 
owner Janet Hayes said she offers 
plastic because it’s cheaper than 
paper, but if the city were to enact a 
ban, she would likely add a 15-cent 
surcharge onto purchases.

To cater to Haines’ damp 
weather conditions without 
compromising on her opposition 
to plastic, Magpie Gallery owner 
Laura Rogers offers both paper 
and biodegradable plastic bags.

Rogers provides biodegradable  
bags to her customers when the 
need arises. “I barely even use 
them because people don’t even 
ask or forego a bag at all because 
they have their own,” she said.

In 2006, IGA went plastic-free i 
as a response to windblown litter 

seen in the community, manager 
Kevin Shove said. 

Assembly member Sean Maidy 
said he’d be in favor of a tax 
on plastic bags, rather than 
an outright ban. “The main 
argument I hear is ‘I re-use those 
plastic bags, those are my trash 
bags in my bathroom.’ I don’t 
think banning is the way to go,” 
Maidy said. “I think taxation 
is the way to go because it still 
allows the consumer a choice.”

Assembly member Heather 
Lende plans to sponsor the 
ordinance. Stephanie Scott said 
she thinks a ban is a great 
idea. Assembly members Brenda 
Josephson and Will Prisciandaro 
said they want to learn more about 
the issue before taking a position. 

The ban initiative comes as 
part of an Earth Day event on 
April 19 and 20, where speakers 
will discuss how to reduce plastic 
pollution.

Speakers from the American Bald 
Eagle Foundation, conservation 
groups in Cordova and Sitka and 
recycling groups in Mat-Su and 
Juneau will present.

Nine communities in Alaska 
have banned the use of single-use 
plastic bags including Anchorage, 
Unalaksa, Palmer, Soldotna, 
Wasilla, Kodiak, Cordova, Hooper 
Bay and Bethel. 

Palmer’s initiative coincided 
with Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game biologist Bill Collins’ 
research on nutrition of local 
moose, caribou and reindeer. 
Collins found that plastic trash 
often ends up in the stomachs of 
animals. The biologist can be seen 
in a video posted on the Mat-Su 
Zero Waste Coalition’s Facebook 
page removing plastic bags from 
a moose’s stomach. 

Collins said veterinarians 
reported that the accumulations 
of plastic result in stoppage of the 
digestive track and eventual death 
for animals.  

The city of Kodiak passed a 
plastic bag ban in April 2018. 
City manager Mike Tvenge told 
the CVN that it was a smooth 
transition.

He said in the coastal community, 
the bags flew into trees and were 
consumed by animals on land 
and in the water. He said that 
the community came together to 
donate re-usable bags. “It’s pretty 
much the norm now that you walk 
into the store with a bag full of 
reusable bags,” he said. 

On Thursday, April 4, a house 
bill that would prohibit plastic 
retail bags state-wide will go to 
the Committee of Community and 
Regional Affairs.

Last week, New York passed 
legislation making it the second 
state after California to enact 
a state-wide ban on single-use 
plastic bags.

BAN from page 1

By Jenna Kunze
The stranded car that stranded two residents driving 

to a mining claim last November remains in the 
Tsirku River, drawing concerns from Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Advisory Council members about pollutants 
flowing downstream.

On Nov. 6, a U.S Coast Guard aircrew rescued 
residents John Coulter and Nathan Jones after Jone’s 
vehicle submerged in a swift channel on the Tsirku 
River.

The men were driving to their nearby mining claim 
to set up a camp when Jones’ Toyota Land Cruiser 
got stuck in a trench along the embankment. The men 
were airlifted out, but the car has remained. 

At a council meeting last month, Kate Kanouse, 
Southeast regional supervision for Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game’s habitat division said that the 
agency located the car about five miles upriver from 
Devil’s Elbow, and said it “(doesn’t) know of any 
fish in the area.”

“There seem to be fish everywhere else outside of 
the preserve and I think we know that oil doesn’t flow 
uphill and I’m sure they have gas and oil,” council 
member Bill Thomas said. “Somebody needs to get 

that out of there.”
Alaska State Parks regional superintendent Preston 

Kroes told the council last month that State Parks 
would address the issue. He told the CVN this week 
that the department will contact the vehicle’s owner. 
“Our main concern is contamination coming into the 
eagle preserve,” Kroes said.

District State Parks ranger Travis Russell said it 
will be the car owner’s responsibility to remove the 
vehicle, which may require heavy machinery. “Any 
vehicle that sat in moving water that long, it’s more 
than likely that it would take (heavy machinery),” 
he said.

Al Gilliam, Coulter’s uncle, said he is volunteering 
to remove the car, despite his lack of ownership.

“We haven’t been able to get ahold of the owner 
all winter,” Gilliam said. “When the snow is gone 
before the river comes up, we’ll go up and take that 
thing out of the river.”

Gilliam said they will likely use heavy machinery 
to remove the car in mid-April.

Coulter declined to comment and Jones could not 
be reached by press time.

Car submerged in Tsirku all winter

CIA to open Portage Cove dock
By Jenna Kunze

This month, the Chilkat Indian 
Association expects to begin 
operating the long-dormant 
Portage Cove Dock for smaller 
cruise ships and private yachts.

The Chilkoot Indian Association 
purchased the dock from Klukwan 
Inc. last February using a bank 
loan they will repay with Federal 
Highway Administration tribal 
transportation funds during the 
next 10 years.

Tribal administrator Harriet 
Brouillette said that CIA hopes to 
begin operations this month, but 
is still waiting on a float, hiring 
a harbor master and finalizing a 
“menu” of options to offer clients.

 “We should get the float 
back from Hoonah and get it 
hooked up and ready to roll, but 

it’s definitely going to be a slow 
start,” Brouillette said.

“What we’re doing right now 
is trying to figure out what people 
are looking for when they arrive 
in Haines with a nice fancy boat,” 
Brouillette said. “We’re just trying 
to figure out if yachties want a 
private shopper, or someone to 
run errands, rent a car.” 

The CIA is currently in 
negotiations with a small cruise 
company, and hopes to sign a final 
agreement by April, Brouillette 
said.

The largest vessel the port 
can handle is roughly the size of 
the Grand Princess ship, which 
usually comes once or twice a year, 
according to Haines Harbormaster 
Shawn Bell. The maximum 
ship capacity is around 3,000 

passengers.
Moorage rates will be guided 

by what the borough charges 
for cruise ships— from $2.25 a 
foot to $4.50 a foot depending 
on vessel length, every 24 hours 
with a minimum charge of $80—
but Brouillette said that the CIA 
intends to offer more services 
and privacy, which could drive 
the price up. 

The building, which was 
assessed at $664,400, has been 
repaired to functional condition, 
and the CIA hopes to transform it 
with local native art over the next 
five years.

“We’re not looking to get rich 
this year,” Brouillette said. “What 
this is doing is keeping waterfront 
property in tribal hands.”
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CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

You are cordially invited to a� end a series of 
non-denominational hour-long meetings: 
The New Testament Teachings About 

Having an Intimate and Personal 
Relationship with Jesus

Every Wednesday evening in April
7 to 8 pm at the Haines Sheldon Museum

No collection will be taken.

Robin Grace LCSW 
Psychotherapy via Video 
or Phone Consultations

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

On 4/09/19 the assembly 
will have a public hearing 
regarding expanding the tour 
permit for SEAK Expeditions. 
The following Ordinances will 
also have public hearings: 

Ord 19-03-525 – Budget 
Amendment to FY19 Budget

Ord 19-03-526 – Allowing 
Uses in Cannery Zone 

Ord 19-03-527 – Requiring 
Site Development Permits 

Ord 19-03-528 – Clarifying 
Building type on Setback 
Chart

Important Reminder! Sign-up 
is required in order to give 
testimony during a public 
hearing. You may contact 
the Clerk’s Office ahead 
of time to add your name 
to the list or you may sign 
up at the meeting (before it 
starts). Oral comments may 
be made at the meeting (if 
you sign up) or you can send 
written comments to P.O. Box 
1209, Haines, AK  99827; or 
afullerton@haines.ak.us.

HAINES BOROUGH 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

Happy spring. 

Lauren Wild, a PhD candidate 
in fisheries at the University of 
Alaska in Fairbanks, explained 
that sperm whales eat larger 
prey, like black cod and squid, 
and they are more vulnerable to 
plastic, because “plastic bags 
or pieces of net may ‘look’ like 
squid to them.” Sperm whales 
“see” with echolocator clicks. 

 “We found no plastic in the 
stomach, just squid beaks,” 
Wild said. “It was a surprising 
find because it seems like every 
whale that gets opened in the 
world these days has a lot of 
plastic in the stomach, so it was 
a pleasant surprise.” 

 Wild’s research focuses on 
the diet and movement of sperm 
whales in the Gulf of Alaska, 
and said the deep-diving whales 
are likely attracted to Lynn 
Canal’s deep waters. The 
whales have been seen since 
2008 in the Chatham Strait, a 
deep, canyon-like fjord home 
to black cod. “Fish and Game 
had hypothesized that sperm 
whales followed them in. What 
we believe has happened is 
sperm whales remove fish from 
long-line gear,” she said.

 Wild is part of the Southeast 
Alaska Sperm Whale Avoidance 
Project, (SEASWAP), which 
tracks 122 sperm whales. Of 
those, SEASWAP has noticed 
three whales in lower Lynn 
Canal. At 2,000 feet deep, 

Lynn Canal 
is the deepest 
fjord in North 
A m e r i c a , 
abundant with 
fish and squid. 
But the sperm 
whale they 
found  was 
not one of the 
three tagged.

 This one 
was a young 
adult male, 
sa id  Wi ld . 
“Male sperm 
whales  are 
t y p i c a l l y 
a round  60 
f e e t  l o n g . 
This animal 
was about 48 
feet. We really 
don’t know 
how old it is 
but we were 
able to get 
teeth and ear 
bone samples 
to find out,” 
she said.

 T h o u g h 
the various 
samples they collected have not 
yet been analyzed, Savage thinks 
that the whale’s fractured vertebrae 
and soft tissue damage indicate that 
it was killed by a propeller strike.

 “He got hit by a ship, a rather 
big ship,” said Savage, “because 

we found three very deep parallel 
slices indicating a prop-strike of 
a larger vessel.” 

Anyone with knowledge of the 
sperm whale’s jawbone is asked 
to call 907-586-9329.

Researchers perform a necropsy on a sperm 
whale in Lynn Canal this week. This was the 
first sperm whale carcass found in Lynn Canal. 
Scientists believe the whale was killed by a large 
boat propeller. Photo courtesy of Julie Speegle. 

WHALE from page 1
Hinkle texted. Chwialkowski 
called the Coast Guard.

Simkin had an emergency 
medical bag with a heat-insulator 
survival sleeping bag and glow 
sticks. Everybody stripped their 
wet clothes and huddled together 
while they waited for the Coast 
Guard.

“It was controlled chaos,” 
Torguson said. “The guys were like 
‘This is what we need to do, this 
is how you can help.’ We would 
go around in groups and keep 
each other warm,” Torguson said. 
“I cried a few times just thinking 
‘What the hell, where I am right 
now.’”

Taylor busied himself collecting 
firewood with Hinkle and Keta, 
who loves sticks. Sierra shared her 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich 
and monster cookie from Sarah J’s 
Espresso Shoppe, the only food 
between the seven of them. “It 
was total survival,” Torguson said. 

Hinkle and Simkin used glow 
stick to form a green X in the sand 
to act as a helicopter landing pad. 
With blue glow sticks, they formed 

circles around all seven people so 
air crews could see them. 

Simkin had taken an emergency 
medical technician (EMT) class, 
and Hinkle said he learned the 
glow stick method from working 
at remote mining sites. 

U.S. Coast Guard rescuers flew 
from Sitka to the scene just before 
1 a.m.

Air craft Lt. Commander Joseph 
Plunkett told the CVN that the 
glow sticks and inReach satellite 
location made it easy to locate 
the group. “We recognized the 
area right away from fire and 
marked glow sticks,” he said. The 
survivors were flown to the Haines 
airport were volunteer EMS 
performed medical checkups. All 
seven people where uninjured. 
The men retrieved the boats the 
next day. 

“With air temperatures in 
the low 30s, this (inReach) 
device likely saved their lives,” 
Plunkett said. “This is a great 
example of how a sunny day in 
Alaska can quickly turn into a 
survival situation.”

RESCUE from page1

A recent article in the CVN suggests that alcohol abuse is a much 
bigger issue in Haines than drug abuse. While we can’t deny alcohol 
is a huge problem, comparing the two is like comparing apples to or-
anges. Alcohol is far diff erent being that it is legal and socially accept-
able. Some alcoholics eventually die from their disease, but many live 
successful productive lives, often harming others more than they harm 
themselves. The demise of those addicted to methamphetamine and/or 
heroin is a fast, downward spiral.

We disagreed with what we read, so we decided to do our own re-
search.  First, we educated ourselves about the eff ects of these drugs. 
Next, we gathered information from people living in Haines. We hit 
the streets in search of the real story and began interviewing people af-
fected by drug addiction. We interviewed people still using, recovering 
addicts and people with addicted loved ones and family members. We 
found our subjects to be open and honest. We wanted to fi nd out the true 
story, not computer data that was used in the CVN article. We believe 
the information we’ve compiled to be true and credible, but of course 
you will draw your own conclusions.

We heard many painful and heartbreaking stories of addiction, over-
dose and death. And, this is what we found:

We identifi ed 70 people currently using methamphetamine and/or 
heroin. Many are young adults, and a few are teenagers. 

 Of those people, we identifi ed 17 dealers. Some are dealing only 
occasionally. There is a core group of 5 to 7 people dealing drugs on a 
regular basis.

 We identifi ed 15 people who became addicted in Haines and have 
been to rehabs, recovery programs or have left Haines to get clean by 
some other means. Some have returned to Haines and are using again. 

Very few who have returned are still clean.
We can’t possibly have identifi ed all the drug users in Haines. We 

believe the actual numbers to be higher.
We’ve also learned that having an addicted loved one feels similar to 

having a loved one who is dying from terminal cancer. Every day you 
see their condition worsening, dying a little more each day and there 
is nothing you can do to save them. The diff erence is there is help for 
addicted people if they are ready to accept help.

Drugs are being brought into our community on a regular basis 
through the post offi  ce, the airlines, the ferry system, the border and 
fi shing boats. The mission of the Department of Homeland Security is 
to safeguard the American people, our homeland and our values. So, 
shouldn’t there be higher security at our border, airport and ferry port?

The police say dealers bring in small amounts at a time because 
small busts are misdemeanors, and many are thrown out of court.  Any 
amounts of drugs seized will help this community. It may mean that 
your own teenager or young adult will not have access to drugs that 
they would perhaps have tried for the fi rst time. Methamphetamine is so 
highly addictive that one or two uses is enough to get hooked.

We implore the Haines Borough to provide the police department 
with the resources they need to do their jobs eff ectively. We urge the 
Borough Assembly to approve funding for a drug canine. A drug canine 
is crucial to making a diff erence in the Haines drug epidemic. There is 
no such thing as “a little drug problem”.

   
   -Becky Hill & Tammy Piper
   Parents and longtime residents of Haines
 

Paid Commentary 
PAID FOR BY TAMMY PIPER AND BECKY HILL
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766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Come Check out our Lunch 
and Dinner Specials!!

Winter Hours:
Open Tuesday - Saturday 11:30am - 2pm & 4 - 8pm

Tuesday - Saturday, 4pm - close
Winter Hours:

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

via 
SGY

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS     

7:30 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm
4:00 pm

8:05 am
11:35 am

2:05 pm
4:35 pm

Spring Flight Schedule 
March 30-May 3, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU     

8:20 am
11:45 am

2:15 pm
4:50 pm

8:55 am
12:20 pm

3:25pm
5:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

Sponsored

   by

FERRY SCHEDULE

call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423
AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge

NORTHBOUND
Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

5
7
8
9
11
12

11:30am
11:30am
9:45pm
11:30am
10:45am
11:30am

12:00pm
12:00pm
11:15pm
12:00pm
No SGY
12:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
MALASPINA
LECONTE

5
7
8
9
11
12

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

3:00pm
3:00pm
3:45pm
3:00pm
No SGY
3:00pm

4:00pm
4:00pm
5:45pm
4:00pm
12:45pm
4:00pm

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
MALASPINA
LECONTE

Shop Locally, 
support your friends and neighbors

CHOOSE RESPECT Left to right: Ryan Staska, Jan Hill, McKinley Jones and Samantha Clay 
march to kick off Sexual Assault Awareness month. More than 20 local residents marched down 
Main Street on Saturday afternoon. Jenna Kunze photo.

Does uptick in flu reports 
mean increased flu cases?
By Sarah Chatta

Clinical data from Haines’ 
SEARHC clinic indicates that 
perceptions of the 2019 flu season 
may be more complicated than it 
appears. 

Media has reported a dramatic 
2019 flu season. Anchorage’s 
KTUU said that cases have 
skyrocketed, Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner  cal led i t  an 
“epidemic,” and the Juneau 
Empire wrote, “It looks like a lot 
of Alaskans resolved to get the 
flu in 2019.” 
The number of 
reported cases 
m o r e  t h a n 
doubled from 
last year. But 
while Alaska 
Depar tment 
o f  H e a l t h 
and  Soc ia l 
Services is witnessing a high 
number of reported flu cases, 
the reason for the uptick is more 
complicated than it appears, 
according to some experts.

Of Southeast’s 650 reported 
flu cases this season, the local 
SEARHC clinic reported 27 of 
them. SEARHC public relations 
specialist Stacy Smith said this 
represents a 24 percent increase of 
influenza from the previous year. 
Between March 2017 through 
March 2018, there were zero 
positive results out of 29 tests. In 
the following year there were 27 
positive results out of 112 tests. 
The increase in the incidence of flu 
is proportional to the increase in 
the number of tests administered. 

“It’s really almost exactly 
relative to the number of people 
that got tested. I’m no statistician, 
but if you look at it, I don’t know 

that you can necessarily say that 
‘Oh, there’s been more flu cases,’” 
Smith said. “There’s not really this 
big spike of tons more positive 
(cases) compared to the number 
of tests,” she said.

SEARHC’s data throughout 
Southeast shows a 16 percent 
increase in positive results this 
year. Smith said that those results 
aren’t indicative of a regional 
trend. SEARHC operates in places 
with varying access to healthcare, 
and there may or may not be other 

places where 
people could get 
tested. 

The broader 
landscape of the 
2019 flu season 
follows a similar 
pattern to the one 
Smith noticed in 
Haines. Carrie 

Edmonson, Influenza Coordinator 
for the State of Alaska Infectious 
Diseases Division said she thinks 
more clinics are providing data 
to the state. 

“I’ve kind of pondered this and I 
don’t think that we technically had 
more flu, per se, I just think that 
we’ve reached out to a lot more 
providers to report to us.” 

The  d iv is ion  sends  i t s 
information to the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC), and 
contrary to other news reports, 
the CDC is reporting minimal 
influenza-like illnesses in the 
state, with localized increases in 
activity. This matches Edmonson’s 
assessment that, “We have had our 
little clusters here and there, but 
again I just think it’s more of the 
reporting.”

Jayme Parker, Lab Manager at 
Alaska State Virology Laboratory 

(ASVL) says that different strains 
of influenza might also cause 
reports to change. Three strains of 
influenza dominate flu season from 
year to year. Parker said Haines is 
having an H1N1 year. “When we 
have seasons with that virus there 
tends to be a lot of cases, so I can’t 
really say they’re abnormal.” 

ASVL’s weekly snapshot 
shows that the two previous 
seasons were dominated by the 
H3 influenza strain, and the state 
hasn’t experienced a prominent 
H1N1 outbreak since 2015.

Parker’s lab has not reported 
more positive cases of influenza 
this year, “because we’re under 
a pretty tight state budget and 
can’t report more than about 5,000 
specimens per year.” ASVL tests 
the bulk of those during flu season, 
and Parker said they tested 3,000 
from the end of February through 

March.
Epidemiology at Alaska Health 

and Human Services, which 
produces the statewide influenza 
reports, receives an unlimited 
number of rapid test results, but 
they don’t receive the specimens 
themselves. Their reports do not 
compare the number of tests 
administered to the positive test 
results. 

“We just kind of focus on lab 
confirmed and the concrete data 
on that,” said Edmonson. The data 
analysis required to paint a more 
accurate picture of influenza in 
Alaska, “just kind of gets into the 
weeds and we just don’t have time 
to do it,” she said. 

As for those in Haines, “If you 
got the flu vaccine, you’ve got a 
better chance of not getting the 
flu,” Parker said.  

I don’t think that we 
technically had more flu, 
per se, I just think that we’ve 
reached out to a lot more 
providers to report to us.

“

”
-Carrie Edmonson 

doesn’t apply for taxes levied to 
pay debt services. 

Under the current budget, a 
homeowner with a house valued 
at $100,000 would be responsible 
for paying $399 per year for 
construction bonds.

If the program survives the 
budget cut, Schnabel said that 
the mill rate would drop to 10.93.

The budget reflects an anticipated 
8 percent growth in sales tax 
revenue, up from $587,400 in 2019 
to $628,000 in 2020.

Personnel costs have been 
frozen as union negotiations are 
ongoing, Schnabel said. However, 
the budget shows a payroll burden 
increase across the board from 
previously allocated state money, 

See DRAFT page 8

DRAFT from page 1
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Tuesday, March 26
Police received trespass notices.
A citizen reported interference with their mail.
A caller requested a message be relayed to a Haines resident. 

Wednesday, March 27
A caller reported a ski accident. 

Thursday, March 28
A business reported a vehicle parked in a private parking lot on 

Lutak Road for more than a month. Police contacted the vehicle’s 
owner. 

A caller reported an equipment violation on a vehicle. 
The fire department responded to a fire alarm on the 200 block 

of Dalton Street. 
A caller requested a ride to the ferry terminal. 
A vehicle accident was reported on Lutak Road. The driver 

sustained minor injuries. 
Police investigated a report of sexual assault. 
A caller reported a lost hard case.

Friday, March 29
A caller reported being threatened. 
Police assisted the Office of Children’s Services. 

Saturday, March 30
Police arrested a man for leaving the scene of an accident and 

for driving under the influence on Main Street. 
The U.S. Coast Guard and Alaska State Troopers conducted a 

search and rescue of seven people stranded in the Chilkat River.  
Sunday, March 31

The fire department responded to a reort of a structure fire on 
Beach Road. 

A caller reported a suspected intoxicated driver at 26 Mile Haines 
Highway. 

A caller reported a vehicle driving in the opposite lane on Small  
Tracts Road. 

A runaway juvenile was located. 

There were two 911 hang-ups, zero canine and seven EMS calls, 
and six vehicle stops during this reporting period. 

Police Report

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Haines Presbyterian Church 
is seeking an aide to work 
in our children’s nursery. 
Experience with babies and 
toddlers is preferred. 9:55  
to 11:20 a.m. every Sunday, 
$25/week. Background check 
required. Apply at Haines 
Presbyterian Church offi ce 
M-Th, call 766-2377 or send 
an email to hainespc@gmail.
com for an application.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee

Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Install culvert pipe for roadway storm water crossings. Perform any combination of 
the following tasks:  Construct and align pipes in sections, cut pipes, dig and grade 
trenches with trenching tools, pull out defective pipe, seal joints, compact earth 
material, and backfi ll pipe. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to 
inclement weather. Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move 
items up to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and 
equipment.  

Application deadline is 5:00 pm Friday, April 12th, 2019. 
Work is anticipated to begin approximately April 15th, 2019.

Minimum qualifi cations for employment: 
High School Diploma or GED equivalent; 18 years of age or older and valid driver’s 
license. Must be able to provide personal transportation to and from work. Must be 
able to read and understand warning signs, operating instructions of equipment, 
job site safety rules and policies.

Southeast Roadbuilders is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) and
 a drug free workplace. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Applications can be provided via e-mail or at our offi  ce 
located at 4.8 mile Haines Highway.

For additional information contact: 
Cheryl at (907) 766-2833
cstickler@colaska.com

Position Title:  Mark-recapture Field Technician
Department:  Environmental services
Reports to:  Project Manager
Pay:                                   $18.00 per hour

General summary: 
This is a fi eld position requiring work in challenging 
weather conditions, in and around water, may require 
some travel by small open boat. The Field Technician will 
be responsible for taking samples; the Field Technician 
shall: (1) Take care when sampling Eulachon from trap, 
including counting each one individually and marking 
them by making a distinctive clip on their adipose fi n so they 
can be recognized up stream when they’re re-captured. (2) 
Conduct re-capture up stream, which includes using dip 
nets to catch the hooligan looking for clips and counting 
each one. (3) Record all necessary data and perform all 
necessary tasks according to the protocol established. 
Must be a team player and this is a zero tolerance work 
environment. Gunalcheesh!

Employment Opportunity 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will 
understand everything better.” ~ Albert Einstein

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

 Average Soil Temp. 36° F Snow on ground: trace

Day        Date            High   Low  Precip.  Snow

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

56
57
55
55
58
62
65

29
30
30
28
30
33
41

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Day        Date            High   Low  Precip.  Snow

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

51
52
52
52
53
54
58

26
26
26
26
26
26
27

0
5
0
0
0
0
0

March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Snow on ground: 8 inches

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

By Sarah Chattah
Early Saturday morning, Haines Police charged a 34-year-old man 

with leaving the scene of an accident, a DUI, and refusal to submit to a 
chemical test after he drove his car into a Ford pickup and bear sculpture.  

Court documents say the man drove his car into the back of a Ford 
pickup on the 300 block of Main Street. The driver backed up his 
vehicle and continued driving, but veered onto the sidewalk on the 
400 block of Main Street and hit a marble sculpture of a bear valued 
at approximately $16,000. The sculpture’s artist, Judd Mullady, told 
police the sculpture was damaged beyond repair.  

At 4:58 a.m., Haines Police received a call from an employee at 
Olerud’s, who saw the man leaving the scene. Officer Chris Brown 
found the vehicle unattended. The car’s front end was badly damaged 
and leaking. 

Brown found the man walking nearby, whose shoes smelled like 
antifreeze and oil, Brown said. Brown asked the man if it was his 
vehicle, and informed him that he had hit a pickup truck and a statue. 

“It was very obvious that he was intoxicated,” said Brown, “His eyes 
were bloodshot, watery and sleepy looking.” Brown said the man smelled 
of liquor and was staggering, and at first the man was cooperative. 

The man admitted the vehicle belonged to him, but became 
uncooperative when Brown asked him to complete a sobriety test. 
Brown then arrested the man. He refused to offer a breath sample and to 
answer questions. Police charged him with three Class A misdemeanors. 

The man did not attend his scheduled court hearing on April 3.

The man is also a fugitive from justice. Long said the Fairbanks Police 
Department has an officer advisement against the man, and the University 
of Fairbanks police say he carries pepper spray. 

He is currently at the Haines Rural Jail Facility awaiting transfer to 
a jail in Juneau under an $8,000 bond. The man refused the right to an 
attorney and pleaded not-guilty.

ASSAULT from page 1

Man arrested for driving 
into $16,000 bear statue 

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

Winter Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm

Sat, 9am - 4pm



April 4, 2019 Chilkat Valley News                                                                                 Page 7

FRON DESK ASSISTANT position 
available. Stop by the Captain’s 
Choice for application and 
setup interview. (13-14b)

EVENTS ASSISTANT, SE AK 
State Fair, approximately 20 
hours weekly April - October. 
Seasonal, permanent position; 
pay DOE. Duties include event 
planning, setup, breakdown. 
Please view the job description 
and application requirements 
at seakfair.org, or call Jessica, 
766-2476. Application deadline: 
March 31, 2019. (09- 12b)

LABORERS WANTED: Laborers 
Local 942 is looking for 
Flaggers, General Laborers 
& Pipelayers for the upcoming 
Haines Hwy Project. Pay 
$30.55 per hour, plus benefits. 
Drug & Fit Test Required. 
Please call Linda Murphy @ 
907-586-2860. (09-12b)

SOCKEYE CYCLE is hir ing 
bicycle guides for the 2019 
season, applicants must be 21 
years or older. Clean driving 
record is required. Call 766-
2869 for more info or go to 
the employment page on our 
website www.cyclealaska.com. 
(cb)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

LOOKING for anyone interested 
in studying Hebrew roots in 
Christianity. Call 766-3623, ask 
for Earleen. (06-13p)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
(HAL) has space available. 
Applications available at 230 
Dalton, suite 135, Haines, 
Alaska. (907)-766-3616 ext #3 
or #4.  Email applications may 
be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture 
Point. Public water to lot, 
approved DEC septic design.  
$250,000 terms possible.  907-
723-1599. (cb)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

2  BEDROOM RENTAL  on 
Mosquito Lake Rd. Available 
4/1, $850/mo + electric & heat. 
Must have references. Call Jan 
at 767-5662 (cb)

HAINES FAMILY FISHING looking 
for staff. Small family oriented 
company focusing on private 
customized adventures by 
sea and by shore is seeking 
full-time/part-time deckhands 
and van dr ivers for 2019 
season. Must be fr iendly, 
responsible with posit ive 
attitude and be able to pass 
pre-employment drug test. 
Over 25 with prior experience 
in boating and tourism is a 
plus. $15/hr plus tips. Call 
Heather at 907-612-0476/email 
hainesfamilyfishingcharters@
gmail.com (12-13b)

PEER MENTOR – SAIL and 
Takshanuk Watershed Council 
are hir ing for a par t-t ime 
summer peer-mentor for our 
summer youth work program. 
Must be between 18-24 years 
old, able to work with youth 
age 15-18 years old, and work 
outside. Position is for 20hrs/
week. Contact Meredith@
takshanuk.org or 907-766-
3542 for more details or to 
apply. (13b)

K L U K WA N  S C H O O L  J O B 
VACANCY Position: Custodian. 
From now through May 25, 
2019. Starting salary $11.89/
hr. Monday-Friday, 4 hours/
day. Times TBD. Responsible 
for cleaning school building 
and gymnasium including 
bathrooms, sanitizing surfaces, 
and vacuuming. Qualifications: 
high school diploma, pass 
a background check and 
MUST be on time each day. If 
interested, drop by the Klukwan 
School office for an application 
or call (907) 767-5551.

(Un)Classified Ads

DRIVER / DOCK ATTENDANT: Driving, hazmat, 
customer service and barge operations.  Training for 
Professional Advancement.  What you need – Class 
B CDL with x endorsement. Full time position with 
benefi ts.  $25.00 per hour DOE. For more infor and 
to apply, visit our website at http://deltawestern.
appone.com/or stop by our offi ce. 

EEO/AAP Employer/Drug Free Workplace.

TOOL SALE  Sat. Apr. 6 Corner of 
Cemetery Hill and Raven Rd. 
9 - 2. Carpentery, Home Care, 
Garden, Kitchen. Chainsaws 
(gas/electric), chop saw, skill 
saw, ladders, pressure washer, 
golf clubs, and more. (13b)

COME PAINT WITH US Thursday, 
April 11th 2019, at 6:30pm. $40 
Pre - register and pay by April 
9th. Haines school cafeteria. 
All painting supplies along with 
pre sketched Easter picture 
on canvas supplied. Contact 
DeeDee with TNT Works @ 
766-2508 (1

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position, a back 
ground check is required and 
flexible hours  are necessary.  
Not everyone will meet this 
challenge and have the “caring 
gene” required.  $14.50 an hour 
is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 
766 - 3616 extension #4)

FOR RENT:  One bedroom 
apartment in Fort Seward.  
Fully furnished, all utilities 
included, no pets. $800/mo.  
Prefer long-term rental.  766-
2708. (13b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Seasonal Staff Aide. PT (20 hrs/
wk), Min. Qual: HS Diploma or 
equiv.; Starting wage: $11.74-
12.24 DOE. For more info check 
www.hainesalaska.gov. Send or 
bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us by 4/15/19 or until 
filled. EOE. Note: This position is 
exempt from the Haines Borough 
Hiring Freeze since it is seasonal 
and covered in the FY19 budget. 
(13-14b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Seasonal Port Security Officer
Seas.PT (less than 30 hrs/wk), 
Min. Qual: HS Diploma or equiv.; 
Starting wage: $16.12/hr For more 
info check www.hainesalaska.
gov. Send or bring app to Clerk 
at afullerton@haines.ak.us by 
4/22/19 or until filled. EOE. Note: 
This position is exempt from the 
Haines Borough Hiring Freeze 
since it is seasonal and covered in 
the FY19 budget. (13-14b)

Employment Opportunity 
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING Inc. is recruiting for an 

individual that can work with elders as a “Personal Assistant”.  
Training available, please note this is a very demanding 
position, a back ground check is required and fl exible hours  
are necessary.  Not everyone will meet this challenge and have 
the “caring gene” required.  $14.50 an hour is the starting 
wage. Equal opportunity employer.  (907- 766 - 3616 extension 
#4) Or email travinas@gmail.com. 

• •

HOULBERG 
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC.

Complete Plumbing & Heating Services 
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693 or 303-7890
~Serving the Chilkat Valley since 1994~

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pet of the WeekHEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 
and Toyo Stove Repair • Auto 

Repair, Tire Swap, M&B •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours
OPEN Tues - Fri • 9 am - 3 pm

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

SPRING hours
9Am-5:30Pm, Mon-SAT

766-2869   Advertise in the 
Business 
Directory
$16.50

 per square, per 
week!

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313
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Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Schnabel said. Last year, the 
borough received a $91,500 
Public Employees Retirement 
System (PERS) refund from 
the state that was allocated as a 
one-time reduction to payroll last 
fiscal year. 

The Haines Borough School 
District will be flat funded at 
$1,817,000 in the proposed 
budget from the borough. 

Department budgets for police, 
dispatch, public works, museum, 
library, information technology, 
land assessment and planning, 
finance and tourism all increased 
in this year’s draft budget.

Police standby time has 

increased by $16,000 to reflect the 
Nov. 16 directive by the Borough 
Assembly for townsite police to 
respond to urgent calls outside the 
service area. Schnabel said that 
police have exceeded budgeted 
standby hours for the past two 
years. An increase in insurance 
costs also contributes to an overall 
budget increase of $32,253. 

Public facilities, administration, 
the Haines Borough Assembly 
and economic development 
departments will see a decrease 
in borough funding under the 
proposed budget.

Schnabel proposed a $150,000 
transfer from townsite funds to 

capital improvement projects 
to paint the public safety 
building exterior.  Last month, 
the building was denied a 
grant that would have paid for 
improvements. 

To generate additional 
borough funding, Schnabel 
suggested enacting a seasonal 
sales tax that she said could 
bring the borough an additional 
$200,000, reducing property 
tax exemptions or cutting 
programs.  

Schnabel will introduce the 
draft budget to the borough 
assembly on Tuesday, April 9 
at 6:30 p.m.

DRAFT from page 5

In Act III of “Noises Off” everything goes awry. Clockwise left to right: Sara Ciaverelli, Kyle 
Clayton, Cheryl Mullins, Margaret Sebens, Gina Randles, Jim Robinson, Ciaverelli, Mark Zeiger. 
Not pictured: Michaela Chambers, Jono Greene. Jenna Kunze photo.

Noises Off

PUBLIC NOTICE
Southeast Road Builders will start the Haines Hwy & Old 
Haines Hwy Resurface - Allen Road to MP 3.5 and Haines Hwy 
to Mud Bay Road and Haines Airport Access Road project on 
April 8, 2019.
• Work at this time will involve highway shoulder work, pipe 

work and resurfacing. Possible lane closures from MP 0 to 
MP 3.5 of the Haines Highway.

• Work will continue through August 31, 2019.
• Please note all signs,  traffi  c control devices and fl aggers.
• Call for further details, 907-766-2833, 

or email cstickler@colaska.com
We apologize in advance for any 

inconvenience.


