Arts Outlook - page 4

Study details cruise loss impacts - page 3

Serving Haines and Klukwan, Alaska since 1966

Chilkat Valley News
Volume XLVIV, Issue 47

Wednesday, November 27, 2019

Dye study underway
at Palmer Project

‘Funky’
weather brings

By Jenna Kunze
The results of the groundwater
tracer dye study Constantine Metal
Resources began conducting last
month are expected to be released
at the end of February, spokesperson
Liz Cornejo said last week.
Those results track groundwater
movement downhill from the
discharge area and will inform Alaska
Department of Environmental
C o n s e r v a t i o n ’s d e c i s i o n o n
Constantine’s waste management
permit.
In September, DEC remanded
Constantine’s waste management
permit back to Division of Water
staff after five environmental groups
and individuals pushed back against
the permit’s approval. As part of its
review, DEC has asked Constantine

late harvest
By Jenna Kunze
Although she didn’t expect to need
them, it was out of habit that Rachel
Kukull carried foraging tools while
hiking through Chilkat State Park on
Monday, Nov 18. The custom paid off
when she spotted on the forest floor
a flash of gold that made her scream.
“Six chanterelles in November!”
Kukull exclaimed, still shocked days
later. “Finding one of them was like a
unicorn, to find six was outrageous.”
The forager, with more than 10
years of experience in Washington
and Alaska identifying and collecting
mushrooms to cook into various
stews, pastas, and powders, said she’s
never seen a chanterelle this late in
the season.
Chanterelles — the yellow-goldfunnel shaped mushroom with
pronounced gills often visible under
the cap—are most commonly found
in Southeast Alaska from around July
to October, when consistently frozen
ground makes mushroom growth
nearly impossible.
“Considering the date on the
calendar, it is late,” said another
local forager, Sabine Churchill.
“Considering the weather, it’s not
abnormal. We have really funky
weather every year so you can’t really
compare it.”
While October temperatures
were slightly below average this
year, November so far has been
“significantly above normal,”
according to meteorologist Jim
Green. In town, temperature ranked
the third warmest of the same 52-day
period for the past 20 years. The
airport ranked the 12th warmest of 68
years; Customs the seventh warmest
out of 30 years.
Green said that snowfall has been
somewhat low in town this year, and
really low in the upper valley, but he
cautions against drawing too much of
an interference from that. “November
is typically the transition time, so
there are plenty of years with a similar
sequence to this year in town,” he
said. At the border, this year marks
the least amount of snowfall on
record since Oct. 1 in the past 31
years — only 1.7 inches. In town,
there’s been 5.2 inches in the same
time frame.
“On snowfall, we’re pulling a D,”
Green said. “On temperature, a B
plus, if warmer is a better grade.”
Other seasoned foragers say, while
late mushroom fruits are atypical,
they’re not unheard of. Tony Strong, a
lifelong forager in the Chilkat Valley,
said he’s never found chanterelles in
November — though not for lack
of trying.
“It’s uncommon, but it has
happened,” said Judy Jacobson,
longtime resident forager who has
authored four books on mushrooms
in Alaska. “I have found them in
November, but they’re usually
frozen,” she said. Jacobson said
that mushrooms require lots of
rain, followed by a couple of days
of sunshine to allow time to fruit.
“They usually come out in the fall
when they take advantage of the
trees putting all their nutrients back
into their roots,” she said. As for
chanterelles, Jacobson said it really
varies. “I generally see them July
through October.”
The Chilkat Valley saw a dry
October, but started to catch up to
normal levels in the second week of
November, records show. In the 52day precipitation period, it’s rained
13.39 inches in town, which is about
10th wettest of the last 20 years.
A warm November has also
kept blueberries on the bush for
longer than what residents consider
“normal,” according to Sue Libenson
and Bill Holton.
The two were ascending Mount
Ripinsky on the Piedad side when
they found berries below tree line.
Holton said the berries were mushy
from frost, but still edible.
“We were not setting out to pick
berries, but we ended up with enough
berries to make a pie (three) weeks
ago,” Libenson said.
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game wildlife biologist Anthony
Crupi, too, vouched for the late
harvest that kept bears on the
mountains, instead of fishing for

See LATE page 3

$1.25

to conduct a groundwater transport
dye study.
Constantine proposes blasting a
one-mile tunnel under a glacier 35
miles north of Haines for year-round
drilling and exploration. Its plan
includes a system of settling ponds,
where wastewater from inside the
tunnel will be treated before being
pumped back underground.
Primarily, dissenters argued that
Constantine should have proved
that the water from its discharge
system would not flow into navigable
waters, such as the Klehini and
Chilkat Rivers. If a discharge of
pollutants were to enter U.S. waters,
Constantine would need to apply for
a different state permit that allows

See DYE page 5

Residents jump from
window to escape fire

‘LUST FOR DUST or Patience Rewarded.’The Lynn Canal Community
Players performed the play last weekend on the Chilkat Center Stage.
(Front to back)Regi Johanos played Lotta LaRue. Rebbekah McCoy
played Rosie and Jo Goerner played Goldie. More photos on page 8.
Kyle Clayton photos.

By Kyle Clayton
One resident was injured during
a four-plex fire on Mathias Avenue
Monday night after two occupants
jumped from a second story window
to escape the flames.
One resident was injured during
the fall, shortly before emergency
responders arrived on scene.
HainesVolunteer Fire Department’s
Darwin Feakes said smoke and
flames were visible through the
windows and on the stairway leading
up to the apartment at around 9:30
p.m. when 18 fire and medical
volunteers responded to the 911 call.
It took crews about 15 minutes to
extinguish the flames, and another
hour to make sure hot spots were

gone, Feakes said.
“The apartment was heavily
damaged,” Feakes said. “The other
three units had only slight damage
from smoke.”
Feakes said the cause of the fire
is still under investigation, but
may have started from a discarded
cigarette
“It may have started from a
smoking incident, from discarded
cigarette smoking,” Feakes said. “We
think it may have started outside the
apartment, but we’re not sure.”
Of the four apartments, only two
had renters. One of the renters wasn’t
home when the fire started.
Pete Dohrn owns the four-plex.

Researchers to conduct mine impact interviews
By Jenna Kunze
Next week, Canadian
environmental consultants hired by
Constantine Metal Resources will
visit Haines to interview community
members in an effort to define their
questions, concerns, and topics of
interest on a potential mine in the
Chilkat Valley.
Hemmera, a Whitehorse consulting
firm, will send researchers Shena
Shaw (who was one of three speakers
at Constantine’s Mining Forum last
year) and Emily Mann to Haines on
Dec. 4-6 to conduct the interviews.
The purpose of the interviews is

to define key interests and preferred
methods for addressing them,
Constantine spokesperson Liz
Cornejo said. “What’s in that basket
of common interests or high interests
so we can help gain information on
those things?”
She said some people might want
more information about impacts to
fish ecology, and others might want
more information on potential job
opportunities.
Then, researchers will try to answer,
“what methods of engagement will
people prefer for addressing those
concerns?” Cornejo said. “Big

meetings? Do they want Constantine
to bring experts in, or have more
studies done?”
Interested individuals or
organizations can contact Mann at
emann@hemerra.com or at 867-5464865 to schedule an interview. Once
confirmed, the company will send
more information about the topics.
The interview structure will contain
general questions “that allow for freeflowing conversation,” according to
a letter from Hemmera.
Constantine employees won’t be
present in the interviews, but will
receive a list of participants and a

summary of key topics and suggested
strategy for community engagement
moving forward.
Cornejo said that data from the
interviews will help her plan 2020
community outreach programs.
Hemmera researchers will return to
Haines the week of Jan. 27 to carry
out additional interviews. Cornejo
said the company is not contracted
to work past January, but that may
change in the upcoming budget cycle.
She said it’s only the first step in a
multi-year community engagement
process.

Cirrus makes a rare ambassador at ABEF
By Jenna Kunze
Despite his 10-ounce weight, The
American Bald Eagle Foundation’s
newest resident raptor stands to make
a sizeable impact in the ornithology
community.
Cirrus, a rehabilitated northern
hawk owl, is a sub-arctic bird that is
rare in captivity, said the foundation’s
raptor program manager, Sidney
Campbell.
“In general, they’re not a super
common species to see, and they’re
just so unique” Campbell said. “Lots
of bird trainer friends from around
the country are jealous that we have
one and I can’t blame them.”
The National Park service website
calls the breed “one of the least
studied birds in North America”
--because of low densities and a
tendency to nest in remote places-but Campbell hopes to change that.
Campbell and her fellow trainers
will present a research study on
Cirrus in February 2021 at the
International Associate of Avian
Trainers and Educators annual
conference. Currently, Campbell said
the only other facility she knows of
with the same species is the World
Bird Sanctuary in St. Louis, whose
staff confirmed they have had a
female northern hawk owl for about
a month.
Part of the reason the species is rare
in captivity is because best practice
in ornithology is to work exclusively
with owls reared in captivity, called
“non-imprint,” because owls raised
in the wild tend not to transition well,
Campbell said.
“We were super skeptical because
we didn’t think he was going to be
a good fit, but one of the constantly
heard phrases in this industry is that

‘every bird is a study of one,’” she
said. That has been especially true
for Cirrus.
Cirrus, who was originally
nicknamed ‘Squeakers’ by ABEF
staff for his high-pitched squawk,
was acquired by the foundation two
months ago. He came to Haines from
the Bird Treatment and Learning
Center in Anchorage, where he lived
for two years.
Originally, he was at the facility to
be treated for a dislocated collarbone,
but was later found on the ground and
had to be treated for a fracture, said
staff from the Bird Treatment and
Learning Center. “While the fracture
healed correctly and he can fly, he
gets fatigued. He doesn’t have a great
chance of surviving in the wild.”
After a month-long assessment
to ensure Cirrus was capable
of navigating his space and
psychologically suited to interact
with people, he’s become a permanent
fixture at the bald eagle foundation.
He’s also the foundation’s only
native owl.
“This is a unique opportunity for
Haines residents to see a species
that’s really hard to see in the wild,”
Campbell said.
Pam Randles, a local birder in the
Chilkat Valley, said she’s only seen
two northern hawk owls in the last
20 years in Haines. “I saw one in a
tree and one on a telephone pole,” she
said. “They look like an owl with that
round face and big eyes, but then they
have long tails like hawks.”
Campbell and program coordinator
Josh Sanko describe Cirrus as
friendly, very motivated to train,
and adorable.
The small bird was named for his
grey-white coloring that mimics a

cloud. He has small yellow eyes,
short round wings and a long, hawklike tail. He’s diurnal, meaning he
is awake during the day and sleeps
at night.

As an ambassador, Cirrus
may eventually be added to the
foundation’s free flight team,
meaning he would fly out of his
enclosed structure.

Cirrus the northern hawk owl has caught on quickly, his trainers say.
Within his first month, he learned to step on his trainer’s glove, fly
where his trainer points, and voluntarily steps out of his enclosure.
Photo courtesy of the American Bald Eagle Foundation.
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Letters to the Editor
Make sure you have the facts

The recent Alaska Miners Association CVN paid commentary (11/7)
misrepresents the integrity of our local doctors. The AMA director stated the
letters to the CVN relating to a report of a large mine in Haines would lead
to “brothels and prostitution rings”. The report said nothing of the sort.
In one of the letters to CVN, our local doctors’ expressed concerns based
on a statistical review of the impacts of large mines on small, isolated towns.
Juneau and Fairbanks-based mines were not included in that statistical
review because their populations (~32,000 and ~100,000 respectively)
present a very different situation and therefore very different potential
impacts. The doctor’s letter was not a statement about local people who
have been here for years.
To suggest our doctors might treat patients differently because of the
patients’ livelihood says more about the accusers rather than the doctors
whose integrity and dedication are apparent.
What was the real intent of the accusation of the doctor’s integrity?
Divisive name calling turns off people from participating to avoid being
lumped in kind with the flamer. Who wants to participate in a race to the
bottom when our end game is the well-being of Haines?
While fact-free arguments that create the addictive “I’m right and you’re
an idiot” knee jerk reactions have become the norm in our state and country,
most of us are better than that in Haines. Let’s respect each other, and
ourselves, and allow the open exchange of fact based information be our norm.
Michelle LaBrosse

To the generous people of Haines

Recently at the Women’s Club Bazaar, I had a bird’s eye view of our
people of Haines. On behalf of St. Michael’s and All Angels’ Episcopal
Church, I had the opportunity to man the table for donations for Haines
Salvation Army Holiday Meals. I saw folks shopping for gifts for friends
and family (and even for themselves). More importantly, though, I also
saw the true generosity of these same people reaching into their wallets
or happily responding that they had already mailed their checks directly
to the Salvation Army. In less than four hours, the donations equaled over
$370--over $90 per hour! I truly believe that not many other towns our size
in Alaska (or elsewhere in the US) would ever match this level of support.
Thank you, Haines!
Sincerely,
Joy Graves

Thanks for the turkeys

The Haines Senior Center would like to thank SEARHC for their generous
donation of two turkeys! They were roasted for the annual Thanksgiving
lunch at the Senior Center, and enjoyed by many. We’re thankful to be a part
of such a giving community. Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
Caroline Hankins

Mining standards have evolved

Dear, Jessica Plachta:
I do not know the details of your grandfather’s mine that became a
Superfund site. Thanks to efforts of folks like you, chances are that a mine
like the one your grandfather worked at could not be built today. Since those
days, legislation such as the Clean Water Act has generated very strict rules
that ensure that mining is safer than those old days. I have also read Dr.
Power’s report. It is unfortunate that he focuses only on negative effects,
and he also assumes there is a direct link between mining and these social
ills. Could the people he describes not be miners, but hucksters attracted
to a thriving economic area? Soapy Smith was not a miner, but he caused
lots of trouble. It is also unfortunate that he did not list the positive social
benefits we know of in Alaska - places like Juneau, Healy, Fairbanks and
right here in Haines where over 20 miners live and positively affect our
shared social fabric.
I know they love to hunt and fish and would not tolerate damaging those
resources.
Richard Clement

Help us help Haines have a Merry Christmas

We here at The Salvation Army would like to thank all those in this great
community who have been so supportive throughout this last year. This
holiday time of Thanksgiving and Christmas is a critical time for us when
it comes to fundraising. The kettles and bell-ringers that we have around
town will help us generate much-needed funds to make it into the summer.
Although donations have been coming in, what we are in desperate need
of is bell-ringers to work the kettle.
Normally by this time, our bell-ringing calendar is completely full;
unfortunately we don’t even have a whole week filled up in December. Time
and time again we have found that if you make the needs known in Haines, the
good folks of this community will step up, so were making the needs known.
As we move into this busy time of year, don’t forget those in our community
who might need a “hand up”. Please contact us at The Salvation Army and
let us know where you would like to be of service. Thank you in advance
for your financial donations and the giving of your time, as you “Help Us,
Help Haines”.
Capt. Kevin Woods
Officer/Pastor
The Salvation Army

Lighthouse grant next
step in rehabilitation
By Kyle Clayton
The Eldred Rock Lighthouse
Preservation Association is one
step closer to obtaining a lease
from the U.S. Coast Guard after it
received a $1,550 grant this month
to help rehabilitate the dilapidated
lighthouse that is on the 2019
Alaska Association for Historic
Preservation’s list of Ten Most
Endangered Historic Properties.
“The maritime history of this
lighthouse and its resulting status
on the National Registry of Historic
Places cannot be understated, and it
is likely the most photographed and
well-known lighthouse in Alaska,”
wrote AAHP president Trish Neal
in a press release.
The Coast Guard hasn’t budgeted
to repair the lighthouse and the
outbuildings around it.
“The structure is alone to suffer
neglect and disrepair under harsh
weather conditions, with only the
occasional visitor to land by boat
on its remote shores to explore the
cold, crumbling rooms and scribble
their names on the walls,” Neal said.
A four-man military crew
maintained and operated the
lighthouse until 1973 when the
Coast Guard automated the light and
withdrew staff from the building. It
has sat empty for 46 years.

“The Coast Guard has only
been able to direct enough work
to the lighthouse in the years since
automation to essentially keep the
building standing enough to support
an Aids to Navigation minor light in
the lamp room, which is an L.E.D.
light powered by a solar panel and
battery box,” Neal wrote.
The grant, matched by the
preservation association, will pay
for an historical restoration architect
from Juneau to complete a historical
renovation assessment. The Coast
Guard requires the assessment
before issuing a five-year lease.
The assessment will also provide
a description of the lighthouse’s
architectural history, its original
appearance, and what changes were
made and when.
“Once we have the lease, we can
use the historic structures renovation
report to apply for grants available
to lighthouses for renovations and
repairs,” preservation association
Michael Marks said. “The report
will outline which items we should
address first and what items can
wait. We’re very fortunate to get
this grant.”
The Eldred Rock Lighthouse is the
oldest original lighthouse in Alaska.
It was built in 1905.

Have tip for Duly Noted?
Send ideas to:
chilkatnews@gmail.com
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Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office,
email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Thursday, November 28

Thanksgiving.
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 11:00 a.m. –
1:30 p.m. at the Haines School Cafeteria. 766-3109
for more information.

Friday, November 29

Black Friday events, shop local!

Saturday, November 30

Lighting of the Library 5:00-7:00 pm, stop by
the front desk or contact Regi at (303) 929-8386 to
sign up to volunteer.
Small Business Saturday, Black Friday events
continue to Saturday, shop local!
HARK Pictures: Pets and Santa, 10:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

Monday, December 2

Figure drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the
museum. Everyone welcome. Bring your own
supplies. Model provided.

Tuesday, December 3

Giving Tuesday.
Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature
walks geared toward young children at Mosquito
Lake School Community Center. Library books can
be checked out as well. 766-6422.

Friday, December 6

First Friday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Art on Main St.
Takshanuk Watershed Council annual Holiday open house party, 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the office, 425 Sawmill Rd, at the Jones Point trail head.
Please drop by for food, drink, and holiday cheer.
This event is free and all are welcome.
Cookie and Candy contest, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
at the visitor center. Drop of your entries. Entries
will be reviewed and judged at the community tree
lighting event.
Community Tree Lighting, 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 7

Photos with Santa, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Shel-

don museum.
Lighting of the Fort, 5:00 p.m. at the parade
grounds.

Sunday, December 8

Cookie Decorating class and recipe swap, 2:00
p.m.at the Haines Public Library.

Monday, December 9

Haines School Christmas Concert, 6:30 p.m.at
the Chilkat Center. Also on Wednesday, Dec. 11.
Figure drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the
museum. Everyone welcome. Bring your own
supplies. Model provided.

Tuesday, December 10

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly
chambers.

Thursday, December 12

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the
assembly chambers.

Friday, December 13

Paint night at the Museum, 6:00 p.m. at the
Sheldon Museum. Paint reusable canvas with Kelleen Adams.

Saturday, December 14

Community Bazaar, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at
the Haines School.
Stories and Songs with Mrs. Claus, 2:00 – 3:00
p.m. at the Haines Library.
Holiday Parade, 4:00 p.m.
Ugly’s Gifts for Grub, 5:00 p.m. at the American
Legion Hall.

Sunday, December 15

Holly Jolly Follies, 4:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center, presented by Lynn Canal Community Players.

Monday, December 16

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game AC committee meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the assembly Chambers

Wednesday, December 18

Movie Night at the Museum, 7:00 p.m. at the
Sheldon Museum. “The Gold Rush” with Charlie
Chaplin. Pick up some food at the food truck on
your way in!

WP&YR could be dredging ore
terminal basin next fall
By Larry Persily
Dependent on getting regulatory
approvals and then going to bid for
the work, the White Pass & Yukon
Route could have a contractor
dredging out contaminated sediment
from around the Skagway ore
terminal next fall.
The plan is to remove up to 10,000
cubic yards from the seafloor —
about the same volume as three
Olympic-size swimming pools —
using a barge-mounted mechanical
dredger, not a suction dredger. The
contaminated sediment would be
taken to a licensed disposal site, likely
in Washington state or Oregon, said
Tyler Rose, of WP&YR. There are
no approved sites in Alaska.
Public comments on the WP&YR
permit application are due by Dec. 6.
“Construction, including
mobilization and demobilization,
is estimated to take six weeks to
complete, assuming no weather

delays,” according to the company’s
cleanup plan consultant’s report.
The preferred work window is
after the end of the cruise ship season
and before winter gets bad. “Those
weather delays are killers on winter
projects,” Rose said Nov. 21.
After the dredging, the company
proposes to cover the 19,000-squarefoot area with up to 1,100 yards
of clean sand, to cap whatever
contamination may remain, and then
test the area to determine the results
and if any further work is needed.
The cover would be a minimum of
a foot deep.
Rose said the company hopes
to have the necessary federal and
state approvals by June, to allow
for contractor bidding and getting
equipment on site for the work next
fall.
In its application to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the federal
agency responsible for permitting

dredging and other such work in
navigable waters of the U.S., the
company’s cleanup consultant said
the work is proposed to “address
legacy contamination associated with
spillage from historical ore loading
operations.”
A 2018 consultant’s report for the
railroad determined there is lead,
zinc and mercury contamination
in the harbor sediment, mostly
concentrated just east of the ore
terminal, between the ore dock and
the Broadway dock.
“The proposed project will remove
the majority of the mass of lead
contamination from the site,” the
Army Corps said in its notice.
“Ultimately, the project will result
in environmental improvements over
existing conditions within Skagway
Harbor,” said the application filed
by Anchor QEA, of Bellingham,

was helping passengers off a plane
when a company photographer asked
to snap the shots.
The Turkey Bowl, the town’s only
scheduled football game of the year,
starts 9:30 a.m. on Thanksgiving Day
at the Parade Grounds, following the
9 a.m. Turkey Trot fun run. Marnie
Hartman, who launched the run
about 10 years ago, said the touch
football game was started by runners
and walkers looking to extend the
morning’s activities. Everyone is
invited.
Saturday’s 88th annual Haines
Woman’s Club Holiday Bazaar
was the most profitable ever for the
local service group. All proceeds go
to scholarships for local students.
Forty-six vendors participated and
the club sold out all its chili, said
club president Judy Ewald. She
attributed the great turnout to a
“captive audience” created by limited
travel options.
Margaret Sebens spent a month
touring the Lower 48, including a
two week visit with friends Michelle
Drucker and Steve Williams in
Viroqua, Wis. She participated
in a retreat at the Franciscan
Spirituality Center in LaCrosse,
Wis., and celebrated daughter Bozhi
Dellinger’s 21st birthday in Laguna
Beach, Fla., meeting up with former
Haines resident Janine Palombo.
In Fayetteville, she saw sister
Katherine Haigh Arends and on a
hike with brother Charles T. Haigh,
nearly stepped on a cottonmouth
snake.
Prose, poetry and digitized artwork
by Southeast residents can be
submitted by Dec. 1 for consideration
for publication in the journal “Tidal
Echoes,” published by University
of Alaska – Southeast. Submission
guidelines are available at uas.alaska.
edu/pub/tidalechoes.

Dozens of residents in Skagway
toasted the memory of Buckwheat
Donahue during a tribute Saturday
at the Eagles Hall on Broadway. In
Haines, Lynn Canal Community
Players publicly dedicated the
“howl” at Saturday’s staging of “Lust
for Dust” to Donahue, a famous
howler who donated generously to
KHNS and supported other local
causes. Thom Ely of Haines attended
the Skagway event.

See DREDGE page 5

Duly Noted
By Tom Morphet
Wesley Reid Hall was born to
Candace and Riley Hall on Oct. 6 at
Juneau’s Bartlett Regional Hospital.
Wesley weighed 7 lbs., 11 ozs.,
and measured 20 inches. “Wesley
is healthy with lots of hair,” said
Candace. He joins sisters Heather
and Eliza and brother Luke.
Britney Bradford surprised
brother Casey Bradford on his
birthday with a visit from college
and a puppy. “She is an eight-weekold golden retriever puppy from
Washington and Casey named her
Daisy. It’s been a blessing after what
Casey has gone through,” said mom
Candi Bradford. Casey was mauled
by a brown bear while moose hunting
in October.
Alex Weersinghe and Bruce
Smith hit 9 of 10 clays to win the
“father-son” competition at the
Haines Sportsman’s Association
annual Turkey Shoot at the Mud Bay
rifle range last weekend. Bruce was
standing in for Alex’s dad, Nishan
Weersinghe. About 20 people
participated. Jim Stickler also won
his first turkey after besting son James
Stickler. “It was a great event, good
turnout. We are looking forward to
our next Christmas Shoot in midDecember,” said volunteer Charlie
DeWitt. He won two turkeys and
the outing’s first round of cutthroat.
Artist Symaron Marquardt
hosted her first painting event for
her studio Dancing Flames Art. “It’s
been very popular and selling out,”
said Symaron. About 10 people
showed up to paint cardinals on a
snowy branch.
Horizon Airlines pilot Mike
Denker of Haines was featured in
a photo on social media sporting
the airline company’s new, blue
uniforms designed by Seattle-based
clothing designer Luly Yang. Mike
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LeConte a cheaper fix
By Jenna Kunze
On Thursday, the Alaska Marine
Highway System announced its
decision to move forward with
repairs to the LeConte, with overhaul
estimates totaling $5.2 million.
Earlier this month, AMHS pulled
both the LeConte and the Aurora
out of service for an overhaul cost
comparison. Both ships had repair
costs over their allotted budgets, and
the state said it lacked the money to
repair both ships, which each require
“extensive steel replacement.”
“The Aurora will require 20
percent more steel to be replaced
and locations are more challenging
because of associated electric,
plumbing, and hydraulic lines,”
AMHS said in a press release.
“Repair work on the Aurora will
be more expensive and will take
longer.” The Aurora will also need
replacement engines, whereas the

LeConte’s engines have been rebuilt,
it said.
The LeConte repair work will
include replacement of steel on the
ship’s hull.
AMHS expects the LeConte to
return to service May 15.
The Tazlina was pulled out of layup
on Nov. 21 and will sail until Jan. 5.
From January to March, service will
drop back down to one sailing a week
from Haines to Juneau, Saturdays on
the Malaspina.
Last legislative session, $20
million was appropriated to AMHS,
but it only has legislative authority to
spend $13.5 million of that amount,
according to the press release. The
money will pay for annual overhauls
for all active AMHS vessels. The
Fairweather, Chenega, Aurora and
Malaspina are in long-term layup and
will not receive annual overhauls.

Borough staff to prioritize
road maintenance
By Jenna Kunze
Of 70 streets in the borough, only
15 of them comply with code.
The Haines Borough Planning
Commission and staff are beginning
to tackle how to prioritize upgrades
and maintenance for the remaining
55 streets.
A special workshop to discuss
prioritization strategy was scheduled
earlier this month in a planning
commission meeting, when staff
requested approval of a project to
upgrade Mathias Avenue.
“The problem that we have in
our community is that somehow,
some way, in the city-- now the
borough-- roads were not built to
code,” borough manager Debra
Schnabel said at the Nov. 14 planning
commission meeting. “And the
question is: who’s going to fix it?”
Staff proposed prioritizing
Mathias Avenue road upgrades that
overlap with a $62,000 water main
improvement project slated for the
next construction season.
“The biggest thing about Matthias
is that the beginning is not in the
right of way, it’s on private property
land,” public facilities director Ed
Coffland said. “We don’t want to
put the water line on someone else’s
property, since we have a plan in there
to install a water system to improve
connectivity. We want to put that pipe
in the right of way so it’d be nice if,
while were doing that, we put the
road over there, too.”
Like many streets in the Haines
Borough, Mathias fails to meet road
standards in its width, lack of a culde-sac, and grade.
Coffland said that while it’d be
expensive to bring Mathias up to
code specifications, one possible
solution is to purchase a plot on the
road to build a cul-de-sac on, then
vacate the rest of the right of way to
the property owners.

Instead of pushing the Mathias
project, commissioners unanimously
agreed to a workshop to discuss a
vetting process for road priorities in
the borough.
“I’d feel much better about the
process if we had an idea of where
the problem areas are and then had
vetted it through some process, or
just acknowledged criteria that we’re
prioritizing,” commissioner Jess
Kayser Forester said.
At the workshop Thursday,
Coffland presented a spreadsheet
made by public works supervisor
Will Hickman that notes each road’s
length, width, surface, and needed
improvements. The chart also defines
streets into category one, two or three
based on how many residences each
serves.
“Not many of our streets actually
meet our code,” Coffland said.
Kayser Forester proposed asking
staff to come up with criteria that will
help them decide how to prioritize
road reconstruction.
“Things like, how much traffic
does it have? Does it have any
particular risks?” The criteria will
help staff prioritize which roads to
rebuild first in next year’s capital
improvement project budget,”
Coffland said.
Commissioners Diana Lapham
and Don Turner Jr. agreed that
Mathias Avenue will likely rise to
the top of the list.
“I think since were doing a water
improvement project, we ought to put
(the road) where it goes otherwise,
we’re right back where we started,”
Turner said.
Commissioners vetoed the idea of
vacating land, and requested a second
conceptual design for bringing
Mathias Avenue up to standard.
Coffland said the design should be
ready next month.

Fran Daly shops at Susie McCartney’s booth at the Haines Woman’s Club Bazaar. Kyle Clayton photo.

Businesses projected to lose $3.4 million
in tourism sales this summer, study finds
By Kyle Clayton
Local businesses stand to lose
about $3.4 million in tourism-related
sales, and the Haines Borough about
$187,784 in sales tax revenue, as a
result of Holland America cancelling
most of its Haines port calls next
summer, according to an analysis by
the Haines Economic Development
Corporation.

The numbers are based on the 55
percent projected passenger decrease
for the 2020 season compared to 2019
because of Holland’s cancellation.
Instead of the more than 78,000
tourists visiting and spending
money in Haines, now only 30,759
will arrive in town, based on ships
operating at 87 percent capacity,
which is about the average for the

LATE from page 1

salmon on the rivers. “I think it’s a combination of failed
pink salmon returns and a particularly warm dry summer
so, it was cooler at higher elevations and there were
abundant berry resources for (bears) to consume,” he said.
Green said despite a “warm, wet mode” for the last
10 days, we are likely to see a temperature drop to bring
November’s average down in the remaining days of the
month. “Get those mushrooms now, or it may be too
late soon,” he said.

past 10 years. It’s the fewest number
of passengers since 2011, according
to the report.
The report uses a 2016 McDowell
Group study finding that the average
visitor spends about $111 on goods
and services. “This spending estimate
was taken from a sample size of 332

See TAB page 4

a lot of precipitation, concluding that “the question is
highly hypothetical.”

Does cold equal more snow?
If November had been colder, would the Chilkat Valley
have seen as much snow as it did rain? Green says it’s “not
so simple as translating the rain to snow with a formula,”
though if you had to, 10-to-1 is a conservative one. “That
would amount to 134 inches or more of snowfall which
could mean 30 to 50 inches on the ground,” Green said.
However, if the temperature were colder, it would also
mean less moisture in the air, which Green said would
contribute to less precipitation overall. “The reasons are
that colder air can’t carry as much moisture and getting
cold air into the region usually requires bringing in air
from a dryer source area, (i.e. the interior),” he said.
“Getting a lot of snow is a delicate balance of air masses
and temperatures.”
For example, the maximum amount of snowfall in
Haines recorded from October through Nov. 21 is 65.6
inches in 1975. That same year ranked close to the lowest
in 70 years of records for overall precipitation at 67th.
Green also noted that some high-snow years also have

Kukull’s husband, chef Travis Kukull, whipped
the fresh chanterelles into a Bolognese sauce and
served them with pasta for dinner Monday night.
Photo by Rachel Kukull.

HAINES BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARINGS
December 12, 2019

6:30 p.m. in Assembly
Chambers (213 Haines Hwy)

OF THE LIBR
TING
AR
H
Y
LIG

Silent Auction to
benefit Friends
of the Library

Refreshments
Children’s
Crafts

Let’s get this party snapping!
Saturday, November 30th, 5-7pm
Tree lighting at 6pm

766-2940

•

• Draft Ordinance
Accessory Use/Employee
Housing

Black Friday & Small
Business Saturday
ads from last week were
sponsored in part by the:

Haines Chamber of Commerce
Subscribe to the CVN!

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed Sunday

BLACK FRIDAY

SPECIAL!

20% off

nearly everything
in the store
Friday, November 29 only!

Draft Ordinance Child
Care Facility

• Commission Appointments - Reappointment of
Seat B expiring 11/30/19
(Lapham) and Seat E expiring 11/30/19 (Goldberg).
Pre HBC 2.60.055(A), writted recommendations must
be provided to Clerk no
later than December 3rd,
2019.
Public Comments may be sent
in writing to: Haines Borough,
Planning Commission, Box
1209, Haines, AK. 99827
or to Tim O’Melia tomelia@
haines.ak.us or by attending
the meeting.

2019 KHNS News Drive
Support local independent journalism
this BLACK FRIDAY & GIVING TUESDAY!

Donate Today! 766-2020 * KHNS.ORG
On Air Drive
Tuesday 12/3
Wednesday 12/4

quiet drive thru 12/2
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By Kyle Clayton

bear facts. Copies of “The Bear in the
Blueberry” will be available for sale
at the Arts Confluence for $16.95.
Buckley has also published poetry
in several Alaskan journals and
magazines.

Juneau author and regular Haines
visitor Linda Buckley recently selfpublished a children’s book, “The
Bear in the Blueberry.” She’ll be in

Haines Dec. 6 to read her new book
to students at the school library and
do a book signing during First Friday
events at the Arts Confluence.
Buckley was inspired to write the
book by world renowned teacher
and writer Thich Nhat Hanh. “I’m
a student of his,” Buckley said.
“Twenty years ago, he gave a talk;
he held up a piece of blank paper
and said can you see the logger in
this paper? Can you see the rain, the
sun? The entire universe is in this
piece of paper. I thought, ‘the bear
is in the blueberry.’”
Twenty years later, after a career
as a music teacher, she found an
illustrator for her book. Robin
Robbins, a Seattle artist, painted the
watercolor images that bring to life
with the story’s theme that attempts to
show the interconnectedness of life.
“It’s a book about science wrapped
up in beautiful watercolors of bears
and blueberries and the cycle of life,”
Buckley said.
The book includes a recipe for
blueberry pancakes and four pages of

The Holly Jolly Follies will be
back Dec. 15. New this year include
the Lynn Canal Community Players
performance of an abridged version
of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol, and a community sing along
of The Messiah.
Roger Gentry is directing the
holiday play. Dave Routh will play
Scrooge and Carolyn Goolsby will
narrate the tale.
In Act I, Nancy Nash will direct and
accompany selected choruses and
solos known as “Messiah,” a choral
tradition popular around the world.
The oratorio, composed in 1741
by George Handel, accompanies
a scriptural text from books in the

bible. The structure is similar to an
opera, the songs tell a story, although
no characters play any parts.
“It’s got a whole plot but it’s not
acted out,” Nash said. “It alternates
between chorus numbers and solos.
The solos are rehearsed. The whole
oratorio is accessible to people who
have been in school choirs or who
have just heard it because it’s got
melodies intertwining. It’s a real
accessible thing both for singing and
or people to listen to.”
The choirs will also perform on
Dec. 21 in the Chilkat Center Lobby,
and the public is invited to listen and
sing along. Lucinda Boyce will play
some of the piano parts with Nash.
LCCP’s Lorraine Dudzik said Act
I will feature the traditional variety
show including Holly Davis’ harp
performance, and Matt Davis and his
children playing brass instruments.
Also new to the show this year are
tumbling polar bears.
The show is on Dec. 15 at 4 p.m.
Ticket prices area $10 for adults $6
for children and $30 for families.

it’s ever been in history...The sale
tax generated by the visitor industry,
it’s half our sales tax. You’re going to
go take this thing that is the primary
driver of our economy now and make
it less competitive at a time it needs
to be nimble, agile and competitive.”
Former assistant harbormaster and
assembly member Gabe Thomas told
TAB members that, in general, user
fees need to cover costs. “If your user
fees don’t equal out, then you have
to increase user fees,” Thomas said
at last week’s TAB meeting.
“There’s no chance it’s ever
going to cover its cost by fees,”
Gaffney said. “You’re never going
to touch depreciation by fees...You
drive additional money through our
economy. We win at the macro level.”
Bell said there’s a constant
conflict when it comes to budgeting

enterprise funds like the harbor.
“To what degree are they supposed
to fund themselves and to what
degree should it be funded by the
community?” Bell said. “I’m trying
to make that work and it’s up to the
assembly to make that decision; do
you want the users to support and
fund this facility or do you want
others in the community to?”
No general fund money or property
taxes pay for harbor facilities
operation, borough finance director
Jila Stuart said. User fees cover those
costs, but not for capital projects such
as major repairs or upgrades. “We
don’t raise enough to pay for the
capital expenditures, which is major
for all of those (enterprise) funds,”
Stuart said. “The infrastructure is a
huge portion of the total cost.”
The borough has transferred

between $40,000 and $50,000 in
tourism and economic development
sales tax revenues during the past
three years to help pay for the
Port Chilkoot Dock and attached
lightering float. That money offsets
the 50 percent cruise ship dockage
discount that’s set to expire at the
end of the year.
Commercial passenger vessel
(CPV) funds, collected and
redistributed by the state, also help
pay for the Port Chilkoot Dock.
The TAB board unanimously
recommended that the borough
assembly not increase the lightering
float fees “until such a time as
we can do a further analysis and
get more information” regarding
compounding financial losses
associated with the proposed fees.
The assembly will hear the

recommendation and consider the
harbor fee increases at its Dec. 10
meeting.
In the meantime, tourism director
Steven Auch said he’s working to
pin down meetings with cruise line
executives in an effort to entice them
to Haines. He said he won’t likely
have any meetings until February.
“I think we need to show them that
we are open and want them to be
here,” Auch said.
In December 2000, Royal
Caribbean International announced
the cancellation of three of its large
ships, which contributed to a host of
cancelled dockings and a projected
79 percent drop in cruise passengers.
The losses prompted a Haines
delegation of borough staff, including
the mayor, to travel to Miami to lobby
the industry for more ships.

Arts Outlook

First Friday
Dec. 6 First Friday events include
the lighting of the downtown
Christmas tree, a new exhibit at the
Sheldon Museum and a book signing
at the Arts Confluence.
At 5 p.m., First Friday participants
can view the tree lighting on
the corner of Third Avenue and
Mainstreet. Santa will make an
appearance. Caroling, cocoa and a
cookie and candy contest will also
take place.
Krampus will visit Amersand AK
where new holiday merchandise,
textile arts and other goodies will
be featured.
Linda Buckley will sign copies
of her new children’s book “The
Bear in the Blueberry” at Alaska
Arts Confluence. The Chilkat Valley
Preschool will also hold a silent
auction.
Alaska Rods will celebrate its
10th anniversary and host local
photographer Judi Rice.

TAB from page 3

out-of-state visitors departing Haines
between May and September 2016,
69 percent of who were cruise ship
passengers,” the report says.
The borough also receives
Commercial Passenger Vessel
excise tax revenues from the state
each year. The $5 per passenger head
tax is distributed to Haines based
on the number of eligible cruise
ships, and is meant for spending
on infrastructure that will improve
services in the community. Based on
2019 numbers, Haines will receive an
$317,000. Based on the 2020 figures,
it will receive half that, according to
the study.
In light of the revenue losses, the
tourism advisory board is pushing
back against harbormaster Shawn
Bell’s proposed fee increase to
the lightering float used by tour
companies and cruise ships.
The float, used exclusively by the
tour industry, charges $250 to cruise
ships that tender passengers to and
from their anchored vessels to the
dock. Bell proposed increasing that
fee to $500, which would double
borough revenues to $16,500,
according to 2018 figures.
The borough also charges a $25
docking fee to companies such as
the Haines-Skagway Fast Ferry,
Alaska Excursions and Alaska
Fjordlines. Bell proposed to charge a
per-passenger fee of 50 cents, which
would add an additional $18,000 in
revenue. By comparison, Skagway
charges 96 cents for the same service.
At a meeting last week, TAB
member and part owner of the
Haines-Skagway Fast Ferry Sean
Gaffney cited concerns that raising
the lightering fees will make the
borough less competitive. “We’re
making a choice to be less competitive
into the future at a time that the
market is the most competitive that

Alaska Wild Bear Photography
will display photo greeting cards by
Tamara Hackett.
The Haines Sheldon Museum
will open its newest exhibit “Winter
Memories,” with historic movies
and photos.
Locally made skincare products
by AK Botanics and holiday bread
by Josie’s Bread and Bagels will be
available at The Magpie Gallery.
The American Bald Eagle
Foundation will display Haines
elementary school art works with
warm drinks and other treats from
4:30 – 7 p.m.
Other events that evening include
Karen Bryant’s oil paintings at the
Haines Brewing Company.

Author of “Bear in the
Blueberry” celebrates first
book

November 27, 2019

Holly Jolly Follies to include
A Christmas Carol

Now Hiring
two Full Time Tellers

Start a career with First National
Bank Alaska, the *Best Place to
Work in Alaska* as recognized
four years in a row by Alaska
Business magazine readers!
Seeking energetic, outgoing
applicants with terrific customer
service and cash handling skills
for two full-time Teller positions
at our Haines Branch. Hours
are Monday - Friday, 8:25am 5:25pm. Visit FNBAlaska.com/
careers to see full job posting
and to apply online for position.
All applications must be received
through FNBA’s website to be
considered. First National Bank is
an equal opportunity employer.

766-3555

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIAL!

We are waiving the activation fee!
CYBER MONDAY ONLY
Klondike Chiropractic will be closed Thursday & Friday,
Nov. 28-29 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Stop by Monday, Dec. 2

to take advantage of this fantastic deal!

ALASKA FISH FACTOR
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
November 22, 2019
The value of Alaska salmon permits has
ticked upwards in regions that experienced a good fishery this year while others
have tanked.
Not surprisingly, the record sockeye
fishery at Bristol Bay has boosted sales
of driftnet permits to nearly $200,000, up
from the mid-$170,000 range prior to the
2019 season. Another strong run forecast
of 48.9 million sockeyes for 2020 with a
projected harvest of 36.9 million could
increase the value even more, said Doug
Bowen of Alaska Boats and Permits in
Homer.
What’s really raising eyebrows, Bowen
said, is values for driftnet permits at Area
M (False Pass) on the Alaska Peninsula
where lots of people want in and not many
want out.
“We sold one at $235,000 which is
amazing - $40,000 more than a Bay
permit,” Bowen said. Listings by other
brokers reflect the same trend with Area
M seine permits also commanding over
$180,000.
Wanting in are fishermen at Cook Inlet
where another poor season has seen the
value of driftnet permits plummet.
“They got up as high as $40,000 before
the season, we’ve sold a couple at $28,000
and they are down around $25,000 to
26,000,” Bowen said. “You have folks in
Cook Inlet that have hung on for years and
they’re trying to get out and go to Area M
or Bristol Bay where they can hopefully
make a living.”
At Kodiak, which had a strong 2019
fishery, the value of seine permits value
increased for the first time in many years
from $30,000 to $40,000.
The Kodiak fishery produced over 36
million salmon, well above the 10-year
average of 21 million fish, of which
nearly 33 million were pinks. The value to
fishermen was nearly $46 million compared to the recent 10 year average of $38
million. A fleet of 176 seiners accounted
for most of the harvest with each averaging $227,552 per permit, an increase of
$80,000 over 2018.
Conversely, at Prince William Sound
seine permit values remain lackluster in

the $175,000 range with drifts upwards
of $145,000. The estimated preliminary
dockside value of the total salmon harvest
was nearly $114 million, an increase of
about $19 million from 2018.
Contrary to expectations, Southeast
Alaska had a disappointing salmon fishery
which has put a downward press on permit prices.
“With the preseason optimism there,
the Southeast drift was around $90,000
to $92,000. We have one now at $87,000
so that’s a lower asking price than what
the preseason sales were. But there is
no action there,” Bowen said, adding
that Southeast seine cards are holding at
$230,000 also with little activity.
Southeast’s 2019 salmon fishery was
valued at under $102 million compared to
nearly $134 million in 2018.
Meanwhile, the Panhandle is projected
to see pink salmon numbers catches plummet next summer. State fishery managers
are forecasting a 2020 catch of just 12
million pinks, one-third of the 10 year
average, and down from 21 million taken
in 2019.
An advisory from the Alaska Dept. of
Fish and Game stated: “It is possible that
drought conditions present in Southeast
Alaska from the parent year 2018 spawn
through the spring of 2019 reduced
spawning success or negatively impacted
overwinter survival of developing juvenile
salmon, but the exact reasons for the low
juvenile abundance are not known.”
It added: “Like many recent years, a
potential source of uncertainty regarding
the 2020 pink salmon return is the anomalously warm sea surface temperatures in
the Gulf of Alaska in 2019. Compared to
sea surface temperatures since 1997, when
NOAA first started the Southeast Coastal
Monitoring project, surface temperatures
in the Gulf of Alaska in 2019, immediately offshore of Southeast Alaska, were the
warmest of the time series in July, the 4th
warmest in August, and 3rd warmest in
September.”
Uni undone - Uni, or roe from sea
urchins, is a popular delicacy with sushi
lovers but it draws little interest by Alaska
harvesters.
Alaska has a red urchin fishery in

Southeast with a harvest guideline of 3.5
million pounds, although that number is
based on older stock surveys, said Phil
Doherty, co-director of the Southeast
Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association.
“That’s a bit of a ghost guideline average level, because there aren’t that many
sea urchins still here,” he said, adding that
since the 1980s and ‘90s the bulk of the
urchin beds have been wiped out by sea
otters.
“That’s the number one factor in the
lack of production in Southeast, and
there’s nothing that’s going to happen here
in the foreseeable future to change that,”
he added.
A second reason for the lack of interest, Doherty said, is the difficulty in
getting the delicate uni from the softball
sized urchins to Japanese markets in top
condition.
“The Japanese market is very particular on how seafood looks and it’s very
difficult to crack open the urchins and
get the roe out and pack it into special
containers and get it onto the airlines and
over to Japan, which is the main market,”
he explained.
For the most recent Southeast harvest
of around 700,000 pounds of red urchins
in 2015, a handful of divers got 49 cents
a pound.
Smaller, hockey puck sized green urchins found around Kodiak are preferred
over the reds, but a lack of markets also
has stalled fishing interest there. There’s
been no urchin harvest since 2001, said
Nat Nichols area manager for the Alaska
Dept. of Fish and Game at Kodiak.
“It’s not that the harvest stopped because we had concerns about the stock – it
was largely market driven. I think the major barrier for even a small scale fishery is
finding a market and getting them there in
good condition,” he said.
In the 1980s, landings of green urchins
reached about 80,000 pounds; now the
harvest limit is 55,000 pounds. Only one
Kodiak permit was issued last year and
this year by a diver collecting samples for
potential buyers.
Nichols said urchin uni is now more
familiar to U.S. buyers and perhaps there

might be interest from more local markets.
“If you could develop a smaller local
market, that would alleviate the issue of
getting bigger loads of product sent out in
good condition,” he said. “That might spur
more participation.”
Ocean awards – The Alaska Sealife
Center is accepting nominations through
Dec. 10 to recognize those who have
made special contributions to ocean
sciences, education and management.
Awards and cash prizes will be given
in five categories, including for youths
aged 12-19. Nominations can be made
online at alaskasealife.org or by email at
oceanawards@alaskasealife.org.
Tongass correction – In the comment
period for the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement and proposed rollback of the
Tongass roadless rule, more than 80,000
comments have been received so far - not
over 140,000 as was previously stated.
According to Paul Robbins, Jr., U.S. Forest Service/Tongass public affairs officer,
those comments were from the scoping
period last year and were not in reference
to the current proposed rule. Comments
are now being accepted online through
December 17, by email to akroadlessrule@fs.fed.us/ or by mail to the US Forest Service, Attn: Alaska Roadless Rule,
P.O. Box 21628, Juneau 99802.
#
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5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd
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This Week in History

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.
Nov. 24, 1969
Service will be stressed this year by the Haines
Unity of the American Cancer Society (ACS). Anyone
who needs help—whether it be for transportation or
just a need to talk to someone concerning cancer—
can call Belle Sage.
Hazel Nelson, service chairman of the Haines Unit,
said that bandages, dressings, and other items would
be available through the unit if they are needed.
This year’s education program will include films,
publicity about the seven danger signals of cancer
and the need for a yearly check-up, and perhaps
a smoking machine and display items as part of
a program about smoking for the school students.
Bonnie Sharnbroich, education chairman, reported
at a recent unit meeting.
Dec. 1, 1994
November snowfall in Haines this year was the
second largest ever recorded for the month and more
than the amount seen all last winter.
By Wednesday, 82 inches of snow were measured
at the official Haines weather station located outside
the Harbor Bar.
That surpasses the November 1990 total of 73
inches recorded at the waterfront site, but falls short
of a 1948 measurement taken at an inland weather
station.
“It’s a relative term,” Jim Truitt, a National Weather
Service forecaster in Juneau said of weather records.
“If you’re in Boston, and they’ve been taking
measurements in the same location for over 200
years, it’s a lot tougher to break records.”
Keeping weather records in Alaska, in general,
and Haines in particular, is far from exact science.
Truitt said the National Weather Service only has
snowfall records back to 1943 for Juneau, where the
nearly 59 inches recorded as of midnight Nov. 28
surpassed the 1990 mark of 48.8 inches. For Haines
they have no historical data.
Nov. 26, 2009
“Community Education” is more than open gym.
According to Greg Schlachter, its new director,
the purpose of the program operated by the Haines
Borough School District is “bridging the gap between
classic education in a school setting to lifelong

learning directed at addressing the community’s
needs.”
Including helping residents acquire automotive
service excellence certificates.
The certificates reflect a level of training and
vastly improve a person’s chances of getting jobs
ranging from selling car parts to fixing engines.
While training is available at home via computer,
testing has previously required a trip to Juneau or
Anchorage.
Schlachter is working to make Haines a testing
center.
“This is just the tip of the iceberg of what could
open up. We already do testing for (high school
equivalency exams) and for the University of Alaska.
Why couldn’t we be a testing facility for any kind
of certification program?”
Continuing education classes also could be offered
to medical professionals or to general contractors,
he said.

HEADS UP – Frist-grader Tiffanie Potter enjoys
coasting down a sled run at Haines Elementary
School Tuesday while classmates wait their turn
on the school-owned sleds.

Free estimates on all your earthwork
General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction
Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

HAINES BOROUGH
BOARD/COMMISSION VACANCIES
Calling all Haines Residents interested in participating in local
government! Join one of our many boards and commissions!
Chilkat Center Advisory Board, Code Review Commission, Fire
Service Area #3, Historic Dalton Trail RMSA, Letnikof Estates
RMSA, Library Advisory Board, Museum Board of Trustees, Parks
and Recreation Advisory Committee, Planning Commission, Port and
Harbor Advisory Committee, Public Safety Commission, Riverview
Drive RMSA and Tourism Advisory Board all have openings
To learn about vacancies, go to Boards and Commissions on our website
www.hainesalaska.gov. Email or drop off applications to afullerton@
haines.ak.us. Deadline is 11/30/2019.

Get out and support the Arts!
Call for more flight information.
Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com
766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Winter 2019-2020 Flight Schedule
November 29 - January 1

8:30 am
11:00 am
1:15 pm

9:05 am
11:35 am
1:50 pm

Depart HNS - Arrive JNU

9:20 am
11:50 am
2:35 pm

9:55 am
12:25 pm
3:10 pm

Depart SGY - Arrive HNS
2:10 pm
2:25 pm

Proud to be part of the Haines community!
For more
info,
call the
terminal
766-2111
Recording
766-2113
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Washington, on behalf of WP&YR.
The plan said the project would
remove up to 75 percent of the
contamination, though no dredging
would be done under the ship loader
or pier where access is limited.
The proposed work focuses on the
seafloor around the loader, where
past studies have shown the highest
concentration of contaminants.
Anchor QEA’s presentation to the
Skagway Borough assembly Sept.
24 said hydraulic dredging would be
unfeasible, due to dock pilings and
other access issues.
“The project has been designed
to minimize impacts … through the
use of mechanical dredging instead
of hydraulic dredging, to reduce
generation of contaminated water,”
according to the Army Corps notice.
The work will not result in
long-term damage to essential fish
habitat in the area, the Army Corps
said, adding that any “short-term,
highly localized” impacts would be
insignificant.
The borough owns the ore dock,
which is leased to WP&YR. The ore
loader on the dock is owned by the
Alaska Industrial Development and
Export Authority. The work does
not require municipal approval. The
dredging would occur in the basin

area leased by WP&YR.
The Skagway port commission has
stated in the past that it would prefer
for the state to replace the ore loader,
allowing for access under the dock
to clean up past spills, followed by
installation of a new containerized
loading operation that would be less
likely to spill.
No money has been appropriated
for removing and replacing the ore
loader system.
In addition to the Army Corps
permit, WP&YR needs approval
from the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation.
Public comments must include
the public notice number POA1981-00334 and may be submitted
to the Army Corps by email to
matthew.t.brody@usace.army.mil
or by mail to:
Juneau Field Office
Regulatory Division (1145)
CEPOA-RD
PO Box 22270, Juneau, AK 99802
No public hearings on the
application are scheduled, though the
public or other regulatory agencies
may request a hearing — but the
request must be filed with the Army
Corps in writing and provide the
reasons for a public hearing.

Arrive
from JNU

SOUTHBOUND
Thursday
28 MALASPINA
TAZLINA
Friday
29
TAZLINA
Sunday
12/1
TAZLINA
Friday
6
Saturday
7 MATANUSKA
TAZLINA
Sunday
8

1:15am
No JNU
11:30am
No JNU
10:45am
11:30am

Arrive
from SGY

AWD Rental Carscall for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry

6:45am
1:45pm
No SGY
1:45pm
3:45pm
No SGY

of some kind lend a measure of
additional credibility to the process?”
Poinsette said.
Cornejo said, while Constantine
is open to different partnerships
(and provided Takshanuk access to
conduct baseline water quality and
aquatic species sampling at Glacier
Creek last month), it wouldn’t allow
Takshanuk to patner on this study.
Klukwan tribal president
Kimberley Strong, who requested
a tracer dye study in her appeal in
August, said it’s good Constantine is
conducting the study, but it needs to
be an stringent and transparent study.
The report will be released to the
public in late February, Cornejo
said. In the meantime, Constantine’s
remanded permit remains in effect,
though Cornejo said the company
doesn’t have construction plans until
it hears from DEC.
“During the review there might
be a material change to the permit,”
Cornejo said. “We may or may
not make the decision to just go
ahead anyway or not, depending on
the decision. As of right now, it’s
not holding us up. We’ll see what
happens in the spring, if it’s still
unclear.”
Current law, set last March by the
9th Circuit Court of Appeals, ruled
that Maui County was violating the
Clean Water Act when it injected
treated sewage water underground
that seeped into the Pacific Ocean.
The county brought the decision to
the Supreme Court, which heard oral
arguments earlier this month.
Alaska has joined the ranks of 19
other states to write to the Supreme
Court a request that the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals reverse its decision,
stating that groundwater is already
regulated by the state. “These
increased burdens threaten to divert
scarce resources away from statespecific programs that already protect
the nation’s waters—making it likely
that, rather than increase the degree
of environmental protection state
agencies provide, applying the ‘fairly
traceable’ standard nationwide will
weaken those agencies’ important
efforts,” the court document said.

766-2442

Winter hours:
• IFR Certified in
Caravan and Chieftain

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND
28 MALASPINA
Thursday
TAZLINA
29
Friday
TAZLINA
12/1
Sunday
TAZLINA
6
Friday
7 MATANUSKA
Saturday
TAZLINA
8
Sunday

for discharging wastewater directly
to surface water and satisfies federal
regulations in the Clean Water Act.
The tracer dye test will inform
DEC’s decision on which permit is
necessary.
The company contracted with
Missouri Ozark Underground Lab,
a consulting firm specializing in
groundwater tracing, to design the
testing site, collection times and types
of dye to use, Cornejo said.
“We are essentially introducing a
dye into certain areas with water, and
in theory it seeps into the ground,”
Cornejo said. “Then… there’s
a medium, this charcoal, that’s
absorbing anything that’s coming
through in the water and will pick
up the dye if it is in the water. Not
visually, but chemically.”
The laboratory-grade charcoal
that’s designed with a large surface
area capable of absorbing low
concentrations of dye was placed in
late October, said Missouri Ozark
Underground Lab consultant, senior
hydro-geologist Tom Aley. “The
study is in progress now,” he said.
To simulate a test pit, Aley dug
a hole and mixed in water from a
nearby stream with dye. He said
that he will recommend Constantine
continue sampling until the dye is
detected.
Constantine has employed three
field staff members to replace the
charcoal packets at scheduled
intervals, and also collect water
samples and test the hydrology,
Cornejo said. The old packets are
then sent to the lab in Missouri, where
they are analyzed.
“When you have a geologic setting
where a lot of water goes into the
ground, it comes out somewhere,”
Aley said. “Dye tracing is one way
of detecting where it would come out
and what the travel time is like. We
don’t know at this time if it would
take a day or a month or two months.”
Takshanuk Watershed Council
director Derek Poinsette wrote
to DEC last week requesting to
collaborate as a “third party observer”
in the testing. “Given the potential
gravity of the results of this tracer
dye study, no matter what those
results may be, and Constantine’s
obvious financial interest in seeing
the results go a certain direction,
wouldn’t a third-party observer

• Business Freight
Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway

Depart HNS - Arrive SGY
2:00 pm
2:15 pm

DREDGE from page 2

DYE from page 1

Sponsored by

Depart JNU - Arrive HNS

November 27, 2019

Depart
to SGY

3:15am
No SGY
12:15pm
No SGY
12:15pm
12:15pm
Depart
to JNU

8:45am
2:30pm
No JNU
2:30pm
5:45pm
No JNU

Lynn View Lodge
907-766-3713 or 314-0423

Monday-Saturday

Sunday

4:00-8:00 p.m.

Closed

Harbor Bar

766-2444

Vortex Diamondback
DB-205 10X42
Binoculars $1

49

.99
420 Main Street • 766-2441

More In-Store Specials available!
40% off on
select 24 and
32 oz Hydroflask
Drinkware!

Plus 25% off in the
clothing department at:
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A time to be grateful

“Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude. Gratitude is the
completion of thankfulness. Thankfulness may consist
merely of words. Gratitude is shown in acts.”
~Henri Frederic Amiel

Wishing Everyone a Happy Thanksgiving
Alaska Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet
Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal Resources
Elgee Rehfield
Haines Brewing Company
Haines Home Building
Haines Quick Shop
Haines Real Estate
Harbor Bar/Lighthouse Restaurant

Howsers IGA
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Mike’s Bikes & Boards
Miles Furniture
Mountain Market & Cafe/
Ripinsky Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &
Alaska Sport Shop
Outfitter Liquor/
Outfitter Sporting Goods
Sarah J’s Cafe
Takshanuk Watershed Council
Turner Construction

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters. Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com

Police Report
Tuesday, November 19
A caller reported a DLP bear on
Hooter Ln.
A caller reported an open door
on 400 Block Young Rd.
A caller reported a disabled
vehicle on 200 Block Main St.
Wednesday, November 20
An intrusion alarm was activated
at 0 Mile Haines Hwy.
A caller repor ted proper ty
damage on 200 Block Beach Rd.
Investigation continues into a
report of a protective order violation.
Thursday, October 21
A caller repor ted someone
camping on S Sawmill Rd.
A caller reported a sow and three
cubs at Carrs Cove.
A caller requested extra patrols
of a residence on Deishu Dr.
Glasses found on 3rd Ave
and Deishu Dr. were placed in
safekeeping.
Confidential repor t of drug
activity.
A caller reported someone yelling
obscenities on Allen Rd.
A caller reported a violation of a

protective order.
HBPD assisted a motorist on 2nd
Ave and Mission St.
A caller repor ted a bear
attempting to access a dumpster
on Chilkoot Court.
Friday, November 22
A caller reported a fallen tree,
partially blocking the roadway on
100 Block Sunshine St.
A caller reported a large rock in
the road at 5.5 Mile Lutak Rd.
A pocket knife found in the
Fa i r g r o u n d s wa s p l a c e d i n
safekeeping.
Saturday, November 23
An intrusion alarm was activated
at 0 Mile Haines Hwy.
HBPD made contact with a
citizen on Small Tracts Rd.
Sunday, November 24
A caller repor ted two deer
carcasses on the shore at 4.5 Mile
Mud Bay Rd.
A welfare check was requested.
A caller repor ted hearing
gunshots on Ripinksy Trail.
A caller repor ted hearing
gunshots on Haines Hwy.

A caller repor ted hostile
individuals at 21 Mile Haines Hwy.
A caller repor ted a diabled
vehicle on 100 Block Main St.
Monday, November 25
A caller reported a possible
protective order violation.
A caller reported a lost cell
phone.
A caller reported a disabled
vehicle on Main St.
A citizen was assisted with a call
referral on Main St.
A caller reported a bear on 400
Block Young Rd.
HBPD responded to a report of
a domestic dispute at 31.5 Mile
Haines Hwy.
HVFD responded to a structure
fire on Mathias Ave.
There were two 911 hang-ups,
seven canine, two EMS calls and
11 traffic stops during this reporting
period. Additional information is
available Haines Borough Police
Department website and Facebook
page.
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(Un)Classified Ads

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL)
has space available. Applications
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135,
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616
ext #3 or #4. Email applications
may be sent to interested parties.
Call for more information. (cb)
WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES
townsite located on Picture Point.
Public water to lot, approved DEC
septic design. $250,000 terms
possible. 907-723-1599. (cb)
FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a
month, plus utilities, deposit and
references. 767-5662 (cb)
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc.
is recruiting for an individual
that can work with elders as a
“Personal Assistant”. Training
available, please note this is a
very demanding position. A back
ground check is required,flexible
hours, and working night shift
is required. Not everyone will
meet this challenge and have the
“caring gene” required. $15 an
hour is the starting wage. Equal
opportunity employer. (907- 766
- 3616 extension #4) (cb)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:
The HBSD is looking for a full-time
evening custodian starting the
beginning of Dec. Please contact
Ashley at ashley@hbsd.net or
766-6725 for more info. (46-47b)
BEAR DEN BUILDING for sale
by owner. Great investment
property, 2 furnished apartments,
restaurant fully equipped, large
retail space, garage, lots of space,
harbor and mountain views, kept
up well,asking $810,000, email
if interested alaskabearden@
hotmail.com The layout of building
on web alaskabearden.com.
(47-6b)
FOR RENT: 2 Bedroom apartment
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy.
$1200 a month includes water &
sewer, heat, electric, garbage.
Covered parking, storage unit,
elevator. Veterans only must
verify with DD-214 have honorable
discharge. Applications available
at 230 Dalton, suite 135, Haines,
Alaska. (907)-766-3616 ext #4.
Email applications may be sent to
interested parties. Call for more
information.

November 27, 2019

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale
or Lease

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT

766-2600 call for appointment

20’x50’
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

766-6313

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Lutak Lumber

Hardware

766-2700

The

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

Licensed
Clinical Social Worker
& Hypnotherapist

WINTER HOURS

Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

303-0010

th

Private Insurance accepted

766-3321

STUMP COMPANY

Silent meditation

6:45pm Tuesdays.
After yoga in the Body IQ
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy
Race Realty is an Independently Owned and
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation.

Video and Phone
Psychotherapy

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

The Lende family business serving professional
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs u do
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs yoe math
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Robin Grace LCSW

Free.
Donations accepted.

Call (907)789-0555
Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
Juneau, AK 99801

766-2940

~ 2019 Fall Class Line-up ~
- Spin Classes

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Now Stocking:

Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories,
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum,
Welders and Welding Gasses.

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

Sponsored
in part by

Local Weather

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas.

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Long distance

Dalton Cache Border Station

In Town
Day

Date

High

Low

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

November 19
November 20
November 21
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 25

44
49
45
45
44
43
34

33
44
40
42
42
32
30

Precip.

Day

Date

High

Low

0.06
1.24
0.27
1.16
0.07
0.02
0.07

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

November 19
November 20
November 21
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 25

40
46
38
38
36
33
28

28
36
34
33
31
21
21

Haines Home Building Supply

Rain
0.52
0.90
0.34
0.54
0.12
0.02
Trace

Snow on ground: 1 inch

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

Celebrating
over 50 years
serving Haines
and Klukwan!

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

BUSINESS DIRECTOR Y
Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!
on
Small Tracts
Road

766-2999 • 314-0599

Canal Marine & Auto
Serving you for 16 years!

• Monitor and Toyo stove
repair • Tire swap, mount
& balance • Stihl Outdoor
Equipment IN STOCK •
Winter Hours
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm
766-2437 • Front St. Haines

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com
or call/text (907)515-7179.

766-2869

F Sales

F Service

F Rentals
open year round

TUE-SAT, 10A-5P

HEATED

Storage Units
Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

St.
St Michael
& All Angels
Episcopal Church
Services
10:30 Sundays

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fine music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Surf Fisheries Supply

MOMOI Web

Don’t Wait! Order for 2020

P.O Box 295 Skagway, AK 99840

Custom orders & gift baskets
Free home delivery

10% off

Stormin Norman

907-723-4848
Treasur
lia’s
es
a
T
Consignment

“Where everyone you know goes”
229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Advertise in the
Business Directory
$16.50 per square,
per week!

Pet of the Week
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Lust For Dust

November 27, 2019

Presented by The Lynn Canal Community Players

Left to Right clockwise: Mark Sebens played Jack Dalton. Kristen Brumfield played Mugsy. Tom Ganner
played Dusty Roads. Tom Morphet played Sergeant JustinTime of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Machaela Chambers played Patience Steadfast and Eli Williamson played Danny DoGood.

Fireworks Show
Saturday, Dec. 14th
5PM after the Parade
Ugly’s Gifts for Grub
immediately following

Warning: loud noises for
pets. Please keep them safe!
Brought to you by the
Haines Chamber of Commerce

!
W
E
N
Lutak inlet views included

New! Lutak Waterfront Home
2 Bdrm, 2 Ba, +/- 1456 SF living space
2 car garage, 1.94 acres with private beachfront
Amazing views inside and out included with this
well built and maintained home $380,000

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S 766-3510 www.hainesrealestate.com

