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  TEACHING MLK’S LEGACY

Chilkat Valley News
Harbor design
under scrutiny 

Children’s librarian Holly Davis leads singing of  “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” during a 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day observance at the library. An afternoon of events included 
puppet shows and stories about prominent African-Americans, a film about Gandhi, and 
a board game and artwork highlighting the achievements of the civil rights champion. 
From left, Aliza Miller, Meg Davis, Holly Davis and Sydney Salmon. Tom Morphet photo. 

Case: Hike
clerk’s pay
to $85,000

See RIVER page 4

DAD’S THE BEST -- Alcan 200 winner Chris 
Brooks and son Ohlin Brooks, 9, at the race 
banquet Saturday at the Legion Hall. Brooks rode 
a 1997 Yamaha 700 SX, the same sled he won the 
2014 Alcan on. Story, page 3. Tom Morphet photo.   See HELP page  6

See REVIEW page 12  

Engineer: Plan could
create ‘confused seas’

Ski event Saturday

See PAY page 12 

Assembly weighs ways to grow economy

Group balks at ‘Tier 3’ 
endorsement for river

By Karen Garcia
An independent engineer reviewing the design of 

the Small Boat Harbor expansion says work done 
to date by PND Engineers is “thorough and well 
done,” but says the municipality should consider 
moving the planned entrance.

The change would add about $1 million to the 
estimated $30 million cost of the project, according 
to PND, the company leading the project.

  The Haines Borough Planning Commission 
requested an independent review of the harbor 
project by a state engineer in September, when the 
body considered the 95-percent design documents. 
Critics of the project had voiced navigational and 
safety concerns about the entrance’s proximity to 
the Port Chilkoot Dock.

  A preliminary draft by Department of 
Transportation statewide coastal engineer Harvey 
Smith agreed that a partially-penetrating wave 
barrier “may be the best choice based on the local 
wave climate, soils and other site conditions,” 
but suggested the entrance be moved from the 
southern opening near the beach to between the 
planned wave barrier and existing rubble-mound 
breakwater.

 Interim borough manager Brad Ryan said this 
week that the municipality would wait for Smith’s 
final report and a review of the borough’s plans by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers before making 

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Assembly 

member Mike Case is proposing 
clerk Julie Cozzi receive a $15,000 
salary bump, from her present 
$70,000 to $85,000.

Case said the proposal will be 
on the agenda in the form of a 
resolution at Tuesday’s assembly 
meeting.

 “She’s underpaid in terms of 
her value to the borough given that 
she is always called upon to do the 
manager’s work. Even when we 
have a manager, she ends up kind 
of managing the borough,” Case 
said in an interview Wednesday.

Cozzi has worked for the 
borough since 2003, when she 
replaced 18-year clerk Susan 
Johnston. She has served as acting 
and interim manager on numerous 
occasions for varying periods of 
time; most recently, she served 
as acting manager for a little less 
than a month after former manager 
David Sosa resigned.

According to the current 
borough budget, Cozzi is salaried 
at $69,800, or $33.59 per hour.

In December 2014, Cozzi’s 
contract renegotiation increased 
her salary from $62,940 to 
$67,500. The contract included a 
provision for a 3.5 percent bump 
on July 1, 2015, and for additional 
increases of between 1.5 percent 
and 4 percent, depending on 
performance, each subsequent 
year. Cozzi’s contract expires in 
2017.

Case said Cozzi is underpaid 
compared to other municipal 
clerks in comparably-sized 
Alaskan communities. He said he 
considered clerk salaries in other 
communities when he put together 
his proposal.

  “I looked at it in terms of what 
do other management positions 
make and whether we can give 
her a position appropriate in that 

 Eighteen seniors and people 
with disabilities will take free 
ski lessons at the “Learn to 
Adapt Snow Sport Clinic,” 
scheduled to start 9 a.m. 
Saturday at the Fort Seward 
parade grounds.

 Sierra Jimenez, program 
director for the Haines office of 
Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living, said skiing is an 
empowering activity that can 
be enjoyed by people who may 
not think they’re capable of it.

 “Skiing is one of those 
things that shows people, ‘If I 
can do this, I can do anything,’’’ 

Jimenez said. “Making a turn 
feels the same to a sit-skier as 
it does to a stand-up skier. It’s 
pretty powerful.”

 Downhi l l  and Nordic 
lessons will be offered and 
snowmachines wil l  take 
skiers back to the top of the 
slope. Jimenez said she hopes 
residents will turn out to see 
what’s available, including 
the variety of adaptive ski 
equipment. 

 “Almost every resort has 
an adaptive ski program. This 
is for anybody. It opens up 
doors,” Jimenez said.

By Tom Morphet
On a 6-5 vote, the Upper Lynn 

Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee endorsed top-level 
protection for the Chilkat River 
Friday, then rescinded its action 
on reconsideration.

 The group also expressed 
support for changes in the local 
goat hunt to reduce harvest 
of females and heard a moose 
population report.

 Responding to a request by 
the village of Klukwan, the 
committee took up a resolution 
supporting the nomination of the 

Chilkat River to be designated 
as an “Outstanding Natural 
Resource Water,” also called a 
Tier 3 designation.

 Member Jamie King, who 
supported the endorsement and 
then sought reconsideration, 
said afterward that his vote 
was in favor of endorsing the 
importance of the river and the 
village’s right to pursue the 
designation. He said he changed 
his vote for lack of information 
on what such a designation would 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Assembly is 

returning to the idea of establishing a 
property tax waiver program to spur 
local economic development.

The assembly voted in 2014 to 
establish an economic incentive 
program after it rejected specific 
property tax waivers for the Haines 
Brewing Company’s purchase of 
roughly 20,000 square feet of Main 
Street property. 

The idea was the program would 
apply broadly and relieve the borough 
of  negot ia t ing incent ives  wi th 
businesses on an individual basis.

The assembly assured the brewery 
it would be pre-approved for the 
program, though development of the 
initiative has been stagnant.

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h ’s 
Commerce Committee discussed the 
issue Monday, debating elements 
of a policy drafted by Chamber of 
Commerce executive director Debra 
Schnabel.

Schnabel used another community’s 

program as a framework before 
injecting localized specifics for the 
“property tax phase-in policy.”

 The draft policy outlines the type of 
businesses that would qualify, the rate 
at which they would receive waivers, 
where they would have to locate to 
receive additional waivers, and how 
much investment would trigger the 
incentive.

The draft  policy would apply 
only to manufacturing, processing, 
advanced technology and tourism/
entertainment businesses. Coffee 
shops, retail businesses, grocery 
stores and gas stations wouldn’t be 
eligible.

Under the draft, exemption from 
property taxes would be assessed 
based on the size of the business’s 
investment in construction, renovation 
and equipment with a starting point of 
$100,000. Investments of $100,000-
$299,999 could quality for up to a 
two-year waiver, $300,000 to $1 
million for up to a three-year waiver, 
and more than $1 million for a five-

year waiver.
Incentives would shrink over time, 

giving businesses the biggest tax 
waivers during their infancy. 

“We’re talking about incentivizing 
investment that builds jobs for the 
community and builds a tax base in 
time,” Schnabel said.

The draft plan includes additional 
incentives for locating downtown 
(10 percent), peripheral downtown 
(5 percent), Fort Seward (10 percent) 
and the Lutak Dock industrial zone (5 
percent).

Commerce committee member 
George Campbell questioned giving 
additional incentives for specific 
locations. “If they put (a business) at 
26 Mile, if they put it at 22 Mile, if 
they put it at the border, if it’s jobs, it’s 
jobs,” he said.

Schnabel, who supports rewarding 
those who relocate to the downtown 
core, bristled at Campbell’s remarks. 
“Most communities and a lot of 
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Letters to the Editor 
 Thursday, Jan. 21
 Read Aloud Book Club, 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. at 
the museum. 
 Chamber of Commerce Marijuana 
Regulation Meeting, 3:30 p.m. in the chamber 
conference room.
 Chilkat Center Advisory Board meeting, 4 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
 “Your Heart, Your Health” Nutrition/
Lifestyle Classes, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the library. 
Free. Every Thursday through Feb. 4.
 River Talk, 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Local storytellers share on the theme, “I didn’t 
think anyone noticed.” Sponsored by Lynn 
Canal Community Players and the Alaska Arts 
Confluence. 
 Open Gym Basketball, 8 to 9:30 p.m. in the 
Karl Ward gym. Weight room open at 7:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday. 

Friday, Jan. 22
 Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting, 9 
a.m. in the chamber conference room.
 Story Time, 11 a.m. at the library. Every 
Friday. 
 American Legion Burger Feed, 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Legion Hall. Every Friday.
 Bingo, 7 p.m. at the ANB Hall. Sponsored by 
the Haines Chamber of Commerce. Every Friday.

Saturday, Jan. 23
 “Learn to Adapt Snow Sports Clinic,” 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Fort Seward Parade Grounds. 
Sponsored by Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living. Pre-registration is required for lessons. 
Call 766-3297.

Sunday, Jan. 24
 Women’s Basketball City League, 4:15 p.m. 
in the Karl Ward gym. Every Sunday. 
 Men’s City League Basketball, games at 6:10 
p.m. and 7:40 p.m. in the Karl Ward gym. Every 
Sunday.

Monday, Jan. 25
 Mother Goose Stories and Songs, 11 a.m. to 
noon at the library. Every Monday.
 Board Games, 3:30 p.m. at the library. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
 Homework Help, 4:30 p.m. at the libary. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 8 to 10 p.m. in the 
Karl Ward gym. Weight room open at 7:30 p.m. 
Every Monday and Wednesday. 

Tuesday, Jan. 26
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting. 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

Wednesday, Jan. 27
 Commerce Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in 
assembly chambers. Discussion of the economic 
incentive program. 
 Haines Borough School Board Governance 
Workshop, 7 p.m. in Mrs. Boron’s room. 
 Kim Beggs and Friends Concert, 7 p.m. 
in the Chilkat Center lobby. Sponsored by the 
Haines Arts Council. 

Thursday, Jan. 28
 Tykes and Trikes, 9:30 a.m. in the elementary 
school gym. Dietician Kate Fossman will speak 
about child nutrition. 
 Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers. 
Discussion of the Lutak Dock draft RFP. 
 Government Affairs and Services 
Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.  Discussion of  committees, 
communications and code.
 Film screening and presentation on the 
Tongass Blueprint Project, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Presented by the Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council. 

Friday, Jan. 29
 Winter Games North Swim Meet, 6 p.m. 
at the pool. Continues Saturday. Timers needed. 
Call 314-0543 to volunteer. 

Saturday, Jan. 30
 Last day of the Sheldon Museum exhibit 
“Harry Potter’s World: Renaissance Science, 
Magic and Medicine.”

Sunday, Jan. 31
 Haines Ministerial Association Community 
Worship Service, 6 p.m. at the Assembly of God 
Church. 

Tuesday, Feb. 2
 Haines Borough School Board meeting, 7 
p.m. in the school library.

Wednesday, Feb. 3
 2016 Alaska Reads discussion with authors 
Ernestine Hayes and Heather Lende, 6:30 
p.m. at the library. 

Friday, Feb. 5
 Brown Bag Lunch Series: Anastasia 
Wiley’s “Skull Excavation,” noon at the 
museum.  
 First Friday in Haines, 5-7 p.m. around 
town. Work by Donna Catotti and Gene Kennedy 
at the Alaska Arts Confluence office, Six Week 
Spotlight exhibit opening for Kerry Cohen at 
the museum. Check ads for other events. 

Preschool: Extend lease

Committee acted without knowledge
 The Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory Committee passed 

a resolution of support for Outstanding Natural Resource Water status 
for the Chilkat River and all its tributaries put forth by Klukwan without 
knowing what all of it entails, except for the word of Gershon Cohen. 
The members of the committee didn’t know what was in the resolution. 
I suggested that they postpone voting for the resolution until they had 
all the information about the resolution. They voted to recommend the 
resolution anyhow. I feel it was an error to vote something in without 
the knowledge of the content of the resolution. Do the citizens of 
Haines want to have something enacted upon that could have serious 
repercussions in the future? I understand that the Alaska Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve Advisory Council voted not to support the resolution.

         
              Gary Hess

Editor’s note: The advisory committee passed the resolution, then 
reversed itself, ultimately defeating it. 

Museum name change ideas sought
As acting president of the board of trustees for the Sheldon Museum 

and Cultural Center, I was pleased to see the idea of a name change 
for the museum generate so much interest in the community.

 In response to this show of interest, the board of trustees would be 
pleased to include any ideas for a name change that you may want to 
submit for consideration. (The Sheldon family will also be submitting 
ideas.)

If you wish to submit your idea for a name, we recommend that the 
name be as short as possible and that it includes our location and the 
nature of the museum collection.

Submissions should be mailed to Sheldon Museum and Cultural 
Center, P.O. Box 269, Haines, AK 99827 or emailed to: board@
sheldonmuseum.net. Please do not call in your ideas.

The board of trustees will publish the results of their decision in the 
Chilkat Valley News. 

                   Jim Shook

By Karen Garcia
Basketweaver and textile 

artist Lani Hotch recently received 
a $5,000 cultural preservation 
grant and fellowship from the First 
Peoples Fund, a national nonprofit 
that supports indigenous artists 
across the country. “I’m honored 
that my artwork and commitment 
to my community have been 
recognized by First Peoples Fund. 
This grant and leadership training 
will help me to share my artistry 
with all who want to learn, and 
allow me to continue to give back 
to my culture and community,” 
said Hotch. 

  Emma Lee Nash recently 
published an all-ages coloring 
book called “Bird Love.” Nash 
said she started drawing the pages 
when she returned to work and 
was having a hard time being 
away from her son, Leo Randal 
Nash. She would shut herself in 
her office once a day, turn on the 
radio and start doodling. Once 
the pages started accumulating, 
her husband Carl volunteered to 
edit and format them into a book, 
which is available on Lulu.com. 
Though she doesn’t have much 
experience as an illustrator, Nash 
has kept birds as a child and adult. 
She received her bachelor’s in 
biology and spent four years 
volunteering for the Cascades 
Raptor Center.

  Dermot Cole  and John 

Hagen caught up at the Bamboo 
Room Saturday. The two worked 
together at the Fairbanks News-
Miner between 2001 and 2007, 
when Cole was a columnist and 
Hagen was a photojournalist. Cole 
currently writes for the Alaska 
Dispatch News.

  K y l e  G r a y  r e c e n t l y 
vacationed in Breckenridge, 
Colo., where he met up with 
parents Joyce and Jerry Gray of 
Phoenix, Ariz., brother Eric 
Gray and sister-in-law Allie 
Mounce of Memphis, Tenn. 
Kyle spent most of his time 
snowboarding, logging about 
30,000 vertical feet per day. 
Gray returned to Haines briefly 
then took off again to Anchorage, 
where he attended a First National 
Bank Alaska conference of 
loan officers and senior vice 
presidents.  The two-and-a-
half day conference included 
meetings covering changes in 
policy, economic presentations, 
volume summaries from the 
past year and projections for the 
upcoming year. Gray said one of 
his favorite presentations was by 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
professor Dr. Gunnar Knapp, 
who spoke about the economy.

  About 30 sleds and 50-60 
people turned out for the Chilkat 
Snowburners’ Family Fun Race 
Sunday at Mosquito Lake, said 
participant George Campbell. 

The event included three heats 
of ice racing and drag races, 
for children and adults. Steve 
McLaughlin took first place in 
the ice race, Chris Brooks took 
second and Clayton Lapp took 
third. Participants enjoyed hot 
dogs and burgers cooked over a 
bonfire.

By Karen Garcia
The Chilkat Valley Preschool 

is asking the Haines Borough 
Assembly to once again extend 
its lease for the Human Resources 
Building until it can move into a 
new home, which it hopes will be 
an addition to the Haines Senior 
Center.

The ordinance extending the 
lease had its first public hearing 
last week, and is set for passage 
Tuesday after a second public 
hearing.

The current lease expires June 
30, with a provision that the 
preschool start paying $500 this 
month. The group is also asking 
the borough waive that rent in 
addition to granting the extension 
through June 30, 2017.

“We need to have a safe, secure, 
licensed and inexpensive home 
for CVP for the next year. At this 
point finding an alternate site 
and getting it licensed through 
the state in time for the next 
school is year is going to be 
extremely difficult, potentially 
impossible,” said office manager 
Tracey Harmon.

The current lease includes 
a provision that waives the 
rent if the CVP provides the 
borough with documentation 

that a suitable structure for the 
preschool has been obtained. The 
CVP submitted its Memorandum 
of Understanding with Southeast 
Senior Services supporting the 
idea of an addition to the Senior 
Center.

Harmon said the preschool 
has operated rent-free out of 
the Human Resources Building 
for 40 years, and that charging 
$500 a month would force 
the organization to consider 
increasing tuition, cutting or 
ending the scholarship program, 
or cutting staff.

The preschool was looking 
at temporarily moving into the 
basement of the Presbyterian 
Church until the Senior Center 
addition is complete, but a fire 
marshal inspection determined 
a new sprinkler system would 
need to be installed to meet 
licensing requirements, said 
Sarah Elliott.

“Our back-up plan is no longer 
an option,” Elliott said.

Assembly member George 
Campbell balked at the extension 
request, expressing frustration 
that the preschool has repeatedly 
sought lease extensions after 
promising they would find a new 
facility.

By Karen Garcia
Responding  to  res idents 

concerned about confidentiality 
clauses in the Haines Borough’s 
agreement with lobbyist Bill 
Thomas, assembly member 
Margaret Friedenauer said at last 
week’s meeting that Thomas’ 
weekly reports should be public.

“It states in the (request for 
proposals), which is part of 
the contract, that there will be 
weekly reports. And I don’t see 
any reason that those weekly 
reports would not be included in 
the assembly packet and made 
public,” Friedenauer said.

Assembly member Mike Case 
said he generally agreed, but 
alluded to certain situations where 
the borough might want to keep its 
cards close to its chest.

“There is potential for specific 

situations where we wouldn’t 
want what he has to report known 
to everybody,” Case said. “Let’s 
say he found out there’s going to 
be a $300,000 grant given to some 
community in Southeast and there 
are certain precursors to that. 
We don’t want to put that on our 
report and somebody else gets it 
and gets our $300,000.”

Whether the assembly wants 
it known to everybody or not is 
irrelevant, Friedenauer said. “It’s 
not up to us. It’s dictated by state 
law,” she said before referencing 
the specific exceptions that would 
include health records, some law 
enforcement records, etc.

Case replied:“Perhaps we 
should just ask our lobbyist to 
be careful what he puts in the 
report so nothing would put us at 
a disadvantage.”

Lobbyist’s reports at issue
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Mountain Market & Cafe
Gluten-Free Crusts Available! 766-3340 or 766-3380

Order by 2pmfor same day pick-up
SUPER BOWL SPECIAL

Take $2 Off Any Pizza!
Now thru Super Bowl Sunday!

Pick up menu at the counter or call for details.
Bring in this coupon to redeem discount.

 OPEN 

8 am - 5 Pm 
monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Outfi tter       Sporting Goods

HAINES QUICK SHOP Outfitter Liquor
Plenty of in store specials and 

select brands of beer, wine & liquor!

Open 8 am till Midnight
7 days a week                                

8am ‘til 6pm766-3221

Cold Drinks • Snacks • Movie Rentals • ATM Available
 Open 7 am till Midnight • 7 days a week

Open Daily 8am till 6pm

For assistance inquire in 
the Quick Shop

MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

All Culinary Brand Pizzas ------------------------- $5.99
Sale Movies DVD & BluRay ----------------------  $6.99

Ice Fishing Shelters
The Lakes are Frozen! Time to Go Ice Fishing!

Plenty of Hand, 

Toe & Foot 

Heaters in Stock!

2-Man $24999  3-Man $29999

Mr. Heater Propane Heater/Cooker $6999

766-2928  

SarahJ’s Shoppe
Get your 

    on

Now 
hiring 

for 
2016

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker  •  Dave Long, Sales Associate

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Land

Caroline’s Closet

12-6 Every Day 2nd & Main Street

Clothing

Accessories

Gifts
Stop by and see 
what we’ve got 

for you!

 Chris Brooks of Haines won his 
second Alcan 200 title Saturday, 
passing race leader Jack Smith Jr. 
after Smith’s 1998 Yamaha SRX 
700 blew two drive belts in the last 
stretches of the 47th snowmachine 
classic.

 Brooks’ t ime of 1:23:14 
equaled an average speed of 111.7 
mph during the 155-mile race.

 Smith finished second in 
1:25:14. George Juhlin of North 
Pole placed third in 1:30:04. 
Twenty-four riders, including 
12 from Haines, started the race. 
Five racers didn’t finish due to 
breakdowns.

 Brooks, a 34-year-old state 
ferry engineer, said his victory was 
more about Smith’s misfortune 
than his riding.

 “It’s not the way I’d like to 
win it, but it was really fun trying 
to chase (Smith) down. He had 
a faster sled, but I was lucky,” 
Brooks said.

 Brooks said Smith beat him to 
the race’s half-way checkpoint at 
Dezadeash by more than a minute 
and held a comfortable lead on the 
return to Haines before Smith’s 
machine’s drive belt broke near 
Twin Lakes. 

 Brooks passed Smith during 
the breakdown,  but  Smith 
replaced the belt and caught up 
and passed Brooks  before the 
replacement belt gave way near 
Stonehouse Creek. “He changed 
that belt really fast. Even losing 
the belt, he was able to catch me,” 

Brooks said.
 Replacing the second belt 

wasn’t so easy, Smith said. 
The first replacement belt was 
shredded inside his engine, with 
pieces wrapped up in the clutch 
and other gear.

 Smith, a 35-year-old Haines 
equipment operator, said he  
entered the race knowing his 
machine wasn’t at its peak, as it 
was running about 1,000 rpms 
less than he knew it should go. “I 
was fighting it for the past week. 
I haven’t had much sleep.”

 Smith started in the third row 
of paired racers and by the time 
he’d passed 5 Mile Creek, led the 

race. A race competitor for five 
years, Smith also placed second 
in last year’s race.

 The Haines  Uglys  have 
provided sponsorships for local 
riders in recent years. This year’s 
contribution of $200 toward the 
$325 entry fee of each Haines 
racer boosted the number of local 
participants to 12, the highest 
level in 10-15 years, said event 
organizer Kathi Lapp.

 “When they started (sponsoring 
racers), there were just three 
locals. It’s just grown,” Lapp said.

 Lapp said an unfavorable 
currency exchange rate put a 
dent in numbers of participants 

from Canada. “They said exactly 
that. Now that the exchange is so 
bad, it’s hard for them to come 
down. They spend quite a bit of 
money on the auction, meals and 
a place to stay. With a 37 percent 
loss to their dollar, that makes it 
harder.”

 Lapp said organizers are 
hoping for more participants and 
more sponsors next year.

 Racers say equipment poses 
a challenge for the race, the last 
of its kind to run on a highway. 

 A solid rubber or “grass” track 
that’s ideal for riding on race 
conditions of packed ice and snow 
is no longer manufactured. The 

track allows racers to add multiple 
rows of studs, increasing traction 
and speed.

 “Windowed” tracks don’t 
have as much room on them for 
placing studs, race winner Brooks 
explained.

 Also, snowmachines are now 
manufactured for backcountry 
riding, making racers rely on 
sleeker machines from the late 
1990s manufactured for racing on 
packed trails.

 Class standings included: 651-
800 liquid: 1) Brooks, 2) Smith, 
3) Steve McLaughlin, 1:32:06; 
551-650 liquid: 1) Juhlin, 2) 
Nathan Peterson, 1:32:04, 3) Zach 
Ferrin, 1:32:29; 0-440 liquid: 1) 
Justin Peterson, 1:32:24, 2) Dan 
Dickerson, 1:35:07; 441-open 
fan: 1) Ken Schamber, 1:49:45, 
2) Tyler Ferrin, 2:19:19, 3) Dave 
Zugel, 3:09:02; 0-440 fan: 1) 
Phil Wood, 1:46:04, 2) Mario 
Poulin, 1:46:44, 3) Lyn Campbell, 
2:03:28.

 Nicole Holm of Haines was 
named Rookie of the Year. She 
finished the race in 2:23:26. (Lyn 
Campbell won the award for 
fastest woman.) Other awards 
included: Oldest Sled, George 
Campbell, and Red Lantern, Dave 
Zugel.)

 Sunday’s family fun races at 
Mosquito Lake included a five-
lap final race. Chris Brooks won, 
followed by Steve McLaughlin 
and Clayton Lapp of Redmond, 
Ore.        

By Tom Morphet
The Sheldon Museum will 

rewrite policy to formalize 
procedures when acquiring 
pieces from members of its 
board of trustees.

 Questions about the ethics 
of such purchases were raised 
recently when board chair Jim 
Shook offered to sell the museum 
a miniature totem pole carved by 

Leo Jacobs and a drum made by 
Nathan Jackson. 

 Shook, who said the two 
p i eces  a r e  wor th  $7 ,000 , 
this week withdrew his sale 
offer. “It can’t be the museum 
that buys them. Not in this 
community. Resources are tight 
and I think it would cause a lot 
of misunderstanding.”

 Board members Tuesday 

voiced support for establishing a 
set of procedures for such “self-
dealing” acquisitions, including 
a written explanation of the 
rationale for decisions.

 Member  Michael  Marks 
questioned whether the facility 
should adopt a prohibition on 
purchases from board members, 
but other members said that 
might prevent the museum from 
acquiring pieces that belong in 
the collection.

 “There’s a perception (of 
conflict of interest) anytime 

there’s self-dealing, but there’s 
no bright line in the sand,” said 
board member Gregg Richmond. 
“I think you need to look at it on 
a case-by-case basis.”

 Members also mentioned 
other museum spending to buy 
photos from board member 
John S. Hagen and to pay board 
member Jim Heaton to carve 
its totem pole and museum 
sign. The Hagen photos were 
purchased through a Rasmuson 
Foundation art grant. 

 Shook said purchases should 
be noticed in the newspaper.

 In regard to the Shook pieces, 
the board directed staff to launch 
a crowd-funding campaign to 
raise money for their acquisition. 

 The museum will  get an 
appraisal of the value of the 
pieces, which museum director 
Helen Alten said were important 
for having been made by Native 

art ists  of local  importance 
during the early 1960s, an era 
that marked a local renaissance 
in Tlingit art.

 Acquiring the pieces as a 
crowd-funding project will help 
determine the value that the 
community attaches to them, 
Alten said. 

 The museum makes about 
500 acquis i t ions  per  year, 
about  99  percen t  o f  them 
through donations, Alten said. 
Shook has previously donated 
dozens of pieces to the museum 
collection.

 Rasmuson Foundation art 
grants have allowed the museum 
to buy $175,000 in art from 
local artists in the past 10 years, 
but the program is limited to 
recently produced art. Because 
of their age, Shook’s pieces 
couldn’t be purchased through 
the program, Alten said.

Alcan race official Mike Dorris, right, at the race line-up Saturday morning in British Columbia. 

Haines participation in Alcan 200 hits recent high mark 

Museum to develop policy for purchases from its trustees
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Tourism director wants $64K for marketing, trade shows

The following students 
were missed in last week’s 

Haines
HONOR ROLL
Second Quarter 2015 / 2016

Middle School
Dylan Chapell
Kirby Faverty
Nathan Haas

Yzella Miramontes
Megan Whitermore

 

re� ective of regional � sheries.  A permit 
bank would not cost the state any money, 
he said, because it would fall to local 
communities to raise the money.
 “Rural Alaska communities are 
really struggling, and there aren’t a lot of 
solutions that get talked about for how 
you solve the underlying problem, which 
is creating economic opportunity in rural 
Alaska,” Kreiss-� omkins said, who was 
live-streamed from the workshop. “I 
think this is a rare solution that we in the 
legislature, and as Alaskans, can enact to 
help these communities.”
 Samuelsen said the BBEDC is already 
sponsoring permits for young � shermen 
and that a permit bank would help 
facilitate that e� ort.
 A � sh bill that has already been pre-
� led would let Alaskans take � sheries 
enhancement e� orts into their own 
hands.  HB 220  by Representative David 
Talerico (R-Healy) would allow “� sheries  
enhancement permits” as a “tool to 
support Fish and Game.”
 � e permits would allow people to 
take eggs, grow them into smolt and 
release them wherever they want into the 
wild.  � e permit also would allow groups 
or individuals to “enhance habitat and 
augment nutrients” in state waterways 
to support � sh,” according to the bill 
language.
 If many smaller facilities can do the 
work of a handful of larger, more costly 
facilities, it will help Alaska’s budget, 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch
January 15, 2016
 
 Fishing issues will take a back seat to 
budget cutting when the Alaska legislature 
convenes on January 19 for its 90-day 
session, but two early � sh bills (and one 
hold-over) already are getting attention.
 One new measure aims to stop the 
migration of � shing permits outside of the 
state. 
 “We lost over 50 percent of our 
permits over the 1973 original issuance 
of permits,” said Robin Samuelsen of 
the Bristol Bay Economic Development 
Corporation (BBEDC), speaking at a 
two day Alaska Sea Grant workshop last 
week in Anchorage titled Fisheries Access: 
Charting the Future.
 Forty years ago at Bristol Bay, 36 
percent of the more than nearly 2,000 
permits were held by locals and 64 percent 
by nonresidents. By 2013, the numbers 
were 19 percent local and 81 percent 
nonresident. Similar trends, by varying 
degrees, are happening in other regions as 
well.
 Rep. Jonathan Kriess-Tomkins 
(D-Sitka) said he intends to introduce a 
bill that would establish a permit bank to 
reverse the outmigration trend. � e bank 
would buy nonresident permits and lease 
them to young � shermen who otherwise 
could not a� ord them. It would o� er 
several types of � shing permits (Alaska 
has 65) that would be proportional and 

Talerico told the Juneau Empire.
 � e enhancement permits also would 
be available to Native organizations and 
sportsmen’s groups, Talerico said, adding 
“� ose guys know how to raise money in 
a hurry.”
 Another tool intended “to help � sh 
managers” will resurface this year – “� e 
Alaskans-First Fishing Act,” which aims 
to give personal use (PU) � sheries a 
priority over sport and commercial users 
when restrictions are imposed to achieve 
a management goal. As it stands now, the 
three � sheries all are on equal footing in 
the eyes and actions of state managers. 
 � e bill (SB 42) has been introduced 
during each of the last seven legislative 
sessions by Senator Bill Stolze, but has 
gone nowhere. (A duplicate law – HB110-  
has been � led by Rep. Mark Neuman, 
R-Big Lake.
 � e bill states that “one thing all 
Alaskans can agree on is that we should 
have a priority over people coming from 
elsewhere in the country and the world to 
utilize and harvest our � sheries resources. 
Fisheries that are restricted to residents 
only are meant to enable Alaskans to 
access their � sheries resources for their 
personal use and consumption.”
 � e United Fishermen of Alaska’s 
position on the personal use issue has 
remained the same:  the Legislature should 
leave prioritization of � shery allocations 
to the Board of Fish and management to 
the Department of Fish and Game.

� is column sponsored by : 766-3221
8am ‘til 6pm

By Karen Garcia
Tourism director Leslie Ross is 

proposing that $64,000 from the 
Haines Borough’s community and 
economic development director 
position be re-appropriated to the 
tourism department for online 
marketing, travel to trade shows 
and a website update.

Ross said the transfer of about 
$31,400 of the funds “is not a 
new ask,” but would restore the 
department’s advertising, travel 
and training funding to near last 
fiscal year’s budget amount. Ross 
is also asking for $32,500 to hire 
consulting firms to improve the 
department’s online marketing 
ads and campaigns.

The community and economic 
development director position 
was created last year, but has been 
empty since June.

A budget amendment ordinance 
that would transfer the funds 
was introduced at last week’s  

assembly meeting.
Assembly  members  Ron 

Jackson and George Campbell 
questioned why the money should 
revert to the tourism department 
when it could potentially be 
put to more pressing economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t  m a t t e r s ,  o r 
dis t r ibuted among smaller 
economic development projects.

“In the bigger picture of the 
borough, I think economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t  c r o s s e s  a l l 
departments,” Jackson said. “It 
seems like there ought to be some 
list of things that we want to do 
besides tourism so that we can kind 
of look at the various pros and cons 
of where we spend that money.”

Assembly member Diana 
Lapham pointed out that money 
for the community and economic 
development director position 
came f rom the  borough’s 
Economic Development and 
Tourism Fund, and that the 

money therefore needs to return 
there. But Jackson countered 
that the fund includes economic 
development.

“Economic development is 
not just the tourism department,” 
Jackson said. “It is broadly spread 
over the entire borough.”

Campbell agreed, saying he 
thought he could make a strong 
case for using the money for 
projects that promote economic 
development like the Small Boat 
Harbor and Lutak Dock. “We 
need money for that. Maybe this 
is a good place to start.”

Though Ross  is  seeking 
$64,000, there is actually $99,100 
available because the community 
and economic development 
director position is vacant, said 
chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart. If 
the $64,000 transfer is approved, 
that still leaves $35,000, which 
if it is not redistributed, will just 
roll over into the fund balance, 

Stuart said.
The proposed consulting work 

would include an audit of the 
tourism department’s present 
marketing work, recommendations 
for improvement and a timeline. 
It also would include creation 
of a “robust” and “aggressive” 
campaign to span social media 
websites, mobile sites, search 
engines, travel pages, blogs and 
online ads.

Interim manager Brad Ryan 
said he supports use of the 
consulting service. “This really 
is a specialty. There are people 
who know how to link ads, work 
with Google, how to track all of 
that so your ads are effective and 
being seen.”

“I don’t know that many people 
who are running websites that 
don’t use outside consultants to 
make them more effective. It’s not 
something we necessarily have a lot 
of resources for in Haines,” he said.

According to meeting minutes, 
the Finance Committee recently 
voted 4-0 to recommend the 
assembly authorize Ross to pursue 
the consulting work, and voted 3-1 
to restore the advertising budget. 
Assembly member Jackson was 
opposed to the second vote.

Ryan said former manager David 
Sosa had been moving toward 
eliminating the community and 
economic development position 
and restoring the executive assistant 
to the manager job.

“I think it makes sense,” Ryan 
said. “I would really rather see us 
have an assistant to the borough 
manager that  can work on 
economic development issues on 
a limited basis, but would be more 
directed by the manager to make 
things happen for the borough.”

The  budge t  amendmen t 
ordinance will have its first public 
hearing at Tuesday’s assembly 
meeting. 

mean for the future.
 Committee members who 

opposed  the  endorsement 
initially expressed some of the 
same concerns.

 Will Prisciandaro asked if 
the designation might limit use 
of jetboats on the river in the 
future. “I’m all for clean rivers, 
but there are only a couple 
rivers in the U.S. with Tier 3 
designation,” he said.

 Gershon Cohen, who authored 
the resolution for the village, 
said the enhanced protection 
would apply only to operations 
requiring a State of Alaska permit 
to discharge into the river. “What 
any of us would do individually 
would not require (a state 
discharge) permit,” Cohen said.

 He was asked whether the 
designation would automatically 
stop a mine at the Constantine 
Metal Resources site.

 “No,” Cohen said. “Would 
it make their bar high? Yes. 
They’d have to come up with a 
mine plan that wouldn’t degrade 
water quality.” Under the river’s 
current “Tier 2” designation, 
development can impact water 
quality to a certain point, he said.

 Daniel Hotch, a Klukwan 
representative on the committee, 
said the village is seeking the 
designation out of concern for the 
river’s salmon. Diminished runs 
have raised concerns, he said.

The quality of water in the 
river is critical to the village’s 
livelihood, he said. “Fishing is 
a big part of our tradition and 
we want to keep it going twenty, 
thirty, forty, fifty years from 
now,” Hotch said.

 Audience member Gary Hess 
said he didn’t see why enhanced 
protection of the river was 
necessary. “Why, after all these 
years, do we have to make it 
Tier 3? The economics of this 
town doesn’t depend just on 
fish. Mining is already heavily 
regulated.”

 A T i e r  3  d e s i g n a t i o n 
protects waters of “exceptional 
recreational, environmental 

or ecological significance” 
and is the highest designation 
protection level a body of water 
can receive. 

 There are no Outstanding 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  Wa t e r 
designations in Alaska. Other 
states including Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and New Mexico 
have awarded the designation.

 States are required to adopt 
pol icies  al lowing a Tier  3 
designation to be made, though 
Alaska hasn’t yet complied 
with that mandate from the 
federal level. In the meantime, 
the only other way to obtain 
the designation is through the 
Alaska Legislature. 

 Chilkat Indian Village tribal 
council president Jones Hotch 
Jr. brought a similar resolution 
to the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Preserve Advisory Council in 
October. Members of the council 
expressed reluctance to endorse 
the resolution before Hotch 

withdrew it from consideration.
 C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r  T i m 

McDonough and members John 
S. Hagen, Kip Kermoian and 
Derek Poinsette joined Hotch 
and King in support of the 
initial motion. Prisciandaro, 
Ryan Cook, Randy Jackson,  
and Skagway members Luke 
Rauscher and Darren Belisle 
were opposed.

 Chair McDonough said he 
expected the group to revisit the 
issue at its next meeting, set for 
Feb. 12.

 The Si tka-based Alaska 
L o n g l i n e  F i s h e r m e n ’ s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d 
the  nomina t ion  o f  Tie r  3 
classification for the Chilkat 
in April 2015. “Our 100-plus 
members believe granting Tier 
3 status to the Chilkat River 
presents a rare opportunity to 
protect a critical habitat area 
for salmon,” executive director 
Linda Behnken wrote in a letter 

to Alaska Gov. Bill Walker.  
Cohen this week said he 

expected to get endorsements 
of other groups after the state has 
designation procedures in place.

In the wake of some high 
numbers of female goats harvested 
in recent years,  committee 
members voiced support for 
education efforts, including use 
of a voluntary or compulsory 
“goat quiz,” to help hunters learn 
to distinguish between male and 
female goats.   

Harvesting females is legal but 
discouraged as it significantly 
impacts herd size, leading to 
reduced hunting opportunity.  On 
Takshanuk Ridge, more females 
than males were harvested in 
2013 and 2014. In the past 10 
years, hunters have taken an 
average of 20 males per year and 
9.3 females, according to Fish 
and Game statistics.

 Advisory committee members 
expressed concern with Fish and 

Game statistics showing that 40 
percent of female goats were 
taken by hunters knowingly.  
That led some to question the 
efficacy of education efforts 
and to suggest alternatives, 
including closing specific areas 
following harvest of a female or 
penalizing hunters.

 Biologists reported spotting 
183 moose during a Dec. 19 aerial 
count, a number they said was 
slightly below the 10-year average 
count of 187. They positively 
identified 24 bulls, 29 cows and 
29 calves. 

 Assistant area management 
biologist Carl Koch said Jan. 
6 that the bull to cow ratio 
appeared a little bit low, but 
some of the unidentified moose 
maybe have been antlerless 
bulls.

 The count is considered a 
minimum, or about 70 percent 
of the local herd. 
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Hoops squads 3-1
in Wrangell series

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

December 26th - January 29th, 2016  Flight Schedule
  Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY 

    8:00 am
    8:30 am
  11:15 am
    2:50 pm

  8:35 am  M-F
  9:50 am
11:50 am
  3:25 pm

    7:45 am
  10:30 am
    1:30 pm
    2:30 pm

      8:20 am
    11:05 am 
      2:40 pm
      3:05 pm  M-F

    8:45 am    8:30 am
Depart SGY      Arrive HNS
     2:25 pm              2:40 pm

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilots
   Proud to be part of  the 
   Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

Glacier Bear Brittney Bradford bounds toward the basket during last 
weekend’s series against Wrangell. Matt Davis photo. 

School savings: $903K

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Thursday 21             No HNS Stop Southbound 
Monday 25     8:45 pm 10:45 pm
Thursday       28            No HNS Stop Southbound
Sunday   31            No Skg        3:15 am 
Monday 1            6:15 pm      9:15 pm
Wednesday  3            No HNS Stop Southbound
Monday 8            7:45 pm      9:45 pm
Thursday 11            No HNS Stop Southbound
Monday   15            7:45 pm      9:45 pm

Thursday 21            8:00 pm     9:00 pm
Monday 25 2:45 pm  4:15 pm
Thursday       28          1:00 pm      3:00 pm 
Sunday          31           1:15 am     No Skg 
Monday           1         11:45 am       1:45 pm 
Wednesday  3         10:15 pm     11:45 pm
Monday         8            1:45 pm       3:15 pm
Thursday       11         4:15 pm       6:15 pm  
Monday         15        11:45 am      3:15 pm

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Bu Karen Garcia
Can the Haines Borough 

mayor vote in a meeting without 
presiding over it as chair?

Mayor Jan Hill did that on 
Dec. 29, casting two important 
tie-breaking votes after turning 
over the chair to deputy mayor 
Diana  Lapham.  Assembly 
member Margaret Friedenauer 
said she looked into it  and 
doesn’t believe anything illegal 
occurred.

Lapham chaired the meeting at 
the request of Hill, who said she 
was on medication for a leg injury 
and didn’t feel up to it, although 
she felt well enough to attend and 
vote on matters.

Friedenauer said she spoke with 
Ryan Wilson and Lawrence Blood, 
two local government specialists 
with the Department of Commerce, 
Community and Economic 
Development’s Division of 
Community and Regional Affairs. 
Their interpretation was that the 
situation was unusual, but not 
illegal.

“I agree with his interpretation 
and  neve r  f e l t  l i ke  wha t 
happened at the Dec. 29 meeting 
was improper, but I did field 
questions from some members of 
the community about it. I wanted 
to address those concerns at the 
meeting before they festered,” 
Friedenauer said.

Friedenauer said the government 
specialist cited a portion of state 
statute that says, “To the extent 
otherwise permitted by law, a 
governing body may determine 
by ordinance its own rules of 
procedure and order of business.” 

“He said, in his interpretation, 
since the specific situation wasn’t 
in code or ordinance then the 
situation (as I explained it) is 
permissible –  there isn’t anything 
in state statute that would limit the 
ability of the mayor to vote during 
times in which she isn’t acting 
as the ‘ceremonial head’ of the 
assembly meeting,” Friedenauer 
said.

R e s i d e n t  M i k e  D e n k e r 
disagreed. When Hill was present 
but Lapham was acting as deputy 
mayor, Hill should not have 
been allowed to vote, he said. 
According to code, “The mayor 
shall designate one assembly 
member as deputy mayor. In the 
temporary absence or disability 
of the mayor, the deputy mayor 
shall exercise all the powers of the 
mayor and may also vote.”

Denker put the emphasis on 
“shall” and “all.”

“The mayor is powerless 
during assembly meetings when 
absent as per the code because 
all power has essentially been 
transferred to the deputy mayor,” 
he said.

“We are failing as a community 
to follow these rules when it 
comes to government power. 
We seem intent on broadly 
interpreting the code to allow 
elected officials to assume powers 
that are beyond that which our 
code allows,” he said.

The mayor should also not be 
allowed to vote telephonically, 
Denker said. In September, Hill 
broke a tie to pass the controversial 
minor offenses ordinance that was 
later repealed. She also called in 

to last week’s meeting, though no 
ties required her vote.

According to code, there are 
two allowances for attending 
by teleconference: to establish a 
quorum (which doesn’t require the 
mayor) and to allow attendance by 
an absent assembly member at 
the member’s request. Code also 
explicitly states the mayor is not 
an assembly member.

“I agree that the mayor can 
attend assembly meetings by 
teleconference like any citizen.  
However, I do not agree that 
the mayor retains the power to 
participate by teleconference in 
matters before the assembly, or to 
exercise the power to vote in the 
case of a tie. Simply put, when 
absent, the deputy mayor retains 
the powers of the mayor. And 
because only assembly members 
can attend by teleconference, 
and because ‘the mayor is not 
an assembly member’ (HBC 
2.10.210), I argue we misinterpret 
the code by allowing the mayor 
to act like an assembly member.”

If the assembly or members of 
the public want the mayor to be 
able to vote via teleconference 
or when she is present but not 
chairing a meeting, they should 
act to codify that power, Denker 
said. 

 “If elected officials don’t like 
being bound by the code, then 
they can draft an ordinance and 
allow it to be vetted by the citizens 
in the public process. Then, if 
the citizens wish the law to be 
changed, so be it.”

By Tom Morphet
The Haines Borough School 

Board last week heard the district 
is carrying a general fund balance 
of $906,000.

 Carlson said the amount was 
“hefty,” but “this is all the revenue 
we’re going to get and and there 
can be unexpected expenditures.” 
He also said he expected the 
amount to drop.  

“The school district needs to 
position itself for 2017, 2018 and 
2019 and beyond,” Carlson said. 
“Health insurance (costs) could 
go up substantially. Oil prices 
closed today at $30 per barrel. 
Last year, the Legislature talked 
about cutting the (base student 
allocation) $200 per student when 

oil was at $65 a barrel.”
 Carlson noted that 96 percent 

of the district’s budget was in 
some way tied to the State of 
Alaska and the price of oil. “I 
think there’s reason for concern 
and the district needs to position 
itself to weather the storm.”

 Carlson said he expects the 
fund balance amount to decline, 
but that it would also exceed the 
roughly $500,000 (or 10 percent 
of operating budget) that school 
districts are allowed to carry over 
into a subsequent fiscal year.

 Districts are permitted to move 
money in excess of the fund 
balance cap into funds – such 
as a technology fund – and can 
return the money to the general 
fund later, he said. However, the 
amount over the cap can’t be used 
for staffing or insurance.

 The district previously put 
money over the cap in its “880 
fund” for equipment.

 “The key is you have to assign 
a specific use. You can’t just 
assign the money to technology. 
You need a plan for how the 
money is going to be used. It has 
to be thought-out and specific. It 
can’t be a lump sum,” Carlson 
said.

Splitting of mayor’s duties OK’d

Haines varsity basketball 
teams tal l ied a 3-1 record 
against Wrangell last weekend, 
highlighted by a last-second three-
pointer that propelled the boys to 
victory.

Sophomore Hudson Sage 
drained a three-pointer at the 
buzzer in Friday’s game at 
Wrangell to clinch a 54-52 Glacier 
Bear win.

“We had a great time after the 
game and were fired up in the 
locker room,” said coach Steve 
Fossman.

Sage’s trey gave him 8 points 
for the night. Senior Trevor Cox 
was the top scorer for Haines, with 
23 points, and sophomore Dylan 
Swinton added a dozen. Cox shot 
11-for-12 from the foul line.

The Wolves stormed back the 
following night with fierce full-
court pressure that led to an 83-44 
win. Cox and Swinton again led 
in scoring, notching 12 and 11 
points, respectively, in the Glacier 
Bear defeat.

Haines traveled to Petersburg 
Jan. 13, before the Wrangell 
series. The Vikings took the win, 
68-30. Cox poured in 19 points in 
the losing effort.

Fossman said he appreciated 
getting another game in on the 

way to Wrangell.
“It went well playing Petersburg, 

and having a day off was fine,” he 
said. “It went by pretty quick for 
me, and I wasn’t on the court.”

The Haines girls went 2-0 
against Wrangell at home.

Senior Kayley Swinton scored 
22 points in Friday’s 58-38 
shellacking of the Wolves. Senior 
Destinee Cowart had 10 points 
and sophomore Brittney Bradford 
added 8.

Swinton torched the Wolves for 
30 points the next night, including 
10 points from the free-throw line, 
as the Glacier Bears won game 
two, 58-52. Cowart scored 14 
points and senior Autumn Gross 
had 8.

Coach Greg Brittenham noted 
Cowart also reached double-
figure rebounds each night, and 
senior Jenae Larson played strong 
defense.

He said Wrangell narrowed the 
margin with better rebounding on 
Saturday. “That’s important for 
us, that we need more offensive 
and defensive boards.”

The junior varsity girls head 
to Whitehorse this weekend, and 
the boys’ and girls’ squads will 
be off to Metlakatla the following 
weekend for a conference series.
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Robin Grace LCSW 
Family Therapist

SKYPE & Phone Sessions available
541-914-4914 • www.robingrace.com

“Love must be sincere.  Hate 
what is evil; cling to what is 
good.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Romans 12:9

www.searhc.org

To learn more about thyroid disease visit:  
www.thyroidawareness.com

JANUARY IS THYROID 
AWARENESS MONTH
Do you know what your thyroid affects?

nerves

heart

brain

SEARHC encourages everyone to discuss the symptoms and 
risk factors for thyroid disorders with their medical provider. 
Call 766-6300 to make an appointment at the Haines Health 
Center or Klukwan Clinic.

If your thyroid isn’t working properly, you’re at higher risk for 
health issues like heart disease, depression, and nerve damage.

  Byrne Power  will  be in 
Europe for three months to 
work on his documentary film 
project “Gravity from Above: A 
Journey into European Puppetry.” 
He traveled to Europe in 2005 
and 2012 to interview famous 
European puppeteers and puppet 
filmmakers. On this trip he will 
film the Brothers Quay, whose 
puppet films have been celebrated 
by the Museum of Modern Art 
and were recently featured in a 
short film directed by Christopher 
Nolan. Power also plans to meet 
up with puppeteers in Belgium, 
France, the Czech Republic and 
Georgia. Follow his journey 
on the “Gravity from Above” 
Facebook page or at www.
gravityfromabove.wordpress.
com.

  T w e n t y - f o u r  h a r d y 
birdwatchers braved rainy and 
icy conditions for a total of 40 
hours to count birds for the 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count, 
organizer Pam Randles reported. 
In all, they counted 1,660 birds 
of 43 different species. Three of 
those species are usually summer 
visitors – belted kingfishers, 
varied thrushes and fox sparrows.  
Two of the species are unusual – 
a red-winged blackbird and an 

arctic loon. Birdwatchers walked, 
drove, skied, snowshoed and 
watched feeders. They reported 
low numbers due to high winds 
and rain, especially among the 
smaller songbirds. 

  Amy Lowery of Postville, 
Iowa, is the new intern at the 
Sheldon Museum. She will be 
working on the facility’s archive 
consolidation project and will 
be here through June. Lowery 
is a graduate student in museum 
science at Texas Tech University. 
She holds undergraduate degrees 
in biology and anthropology. 

 Friends of the late Layton 
Bennett can write his wife Lou 
Bennett at 11448 Rainier Ave. S 
Apt. 230 Seattle, WA, 98178-3957.

Haines Ski Club members Bill 
Holton, Glen Jacobson and 
Ray Staska groomed a 14-mile 
roundtrip skate and classic ski 
trail out the Kelsall Road this 
week. The Ginzu Groomer from 
Yellowstone Track Systems was 
purchased by the Haines Ski Club 
last year with funds acquired 
by Jon Hirsh and Leslie Ross 
through a Rasmuson Foundation 
grant along with matching funds 
from a fundraiser whale watch 
donated by Glen and Alison 
Jacobson of Alaska Fjordlines.

The Haines Borough Assembly 
on 1/12/16 scheduled the 

following public hearings:

Ordinance 15-12-425
(First hearing is 1/26/16; second 

hearing is 2/9/16)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Haines 
Borough Code Section 3.60.160 
to increase the local bidder 
preference from three percent 
to five percent and require the 
local bidder preference to be 
noted in all Requests for Bids or 
Quotes issued by the borough.

Ordinance 16-01-427
(First hearing is 1/26/16; second 

hearing is 2/9/16)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending the Port of 
Haines Terminal Tariff No. 3 to 
adjust dockage, wharfage rates, 
and per-gallon fuel flow-through 
rates at dock facilities.

Ordinance 16-01-428
(First hearing is 1/26/16; second 

hearing is 2/9/16)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough, providing for the 
addition or amendment of 
specific line items to the FY16 
budget.
   
Important Reminder! - Sign-up is 
required in order to give testimony 
during a public hearing.  It’s as 
easy as contacting the Clerk’s 
Office ahead of time to have your 
name added to the list or you can 
sign up yourself before the hearing 
starts. Written testimony is also 
welcome.

Assembly meetings are 6:30pm in 
the Assembly Chambers at the 
Public Safety Building

More information is available at the 
Borough Clerk’s Office or on the 
website: www.hainesalaska.gov/
boroughassembly/ordinances-
unde r -cons ide ra t i on . Ora l 
comments may be made at the 
public hearings (if you sign up) or 
you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or jcozzi@haines.ak.us or 
kkielsmeier@haines.ak.us.

Chamber Survey Results
Non-Profi t Businesses and the Chamber

Chamber members: Check your email inbox for this week’s survey.
Space provided by the CVN.

This was a survey question circulated in July of this year to learn 
the membership attitude toward Chamber membership of nonprofi t 
organizations.  The Board is currently debating this issue in 
preparing bylaw revisions for membership approval. 

22
14

There were 36 responses to the Chamber Connection Survey 
that closed December 23, 2015.

Do you support non-profi t organizations being eligible for 
voting membership in the Chamber?

Yes
No

Monday, Jan. 18
 An officer assisted a driver 
with malfunctioning lights. 
 A caller reported a derogatory 
and harass ing  Facebook 
message. An officer was advised.
 A  p e r s o n  r e p o r t e d  a 
telephone call from a suspicious 
solicitor who asked for personal 
information. The caller was 
advised to get the number 
blocked.
 A caller reported the four-
way stop at the Main Street and 
Second Avenue intersection was 
icy. An officer responded and 
Public Works was advised.
 A caller reported the theft 
of a light from a Main Street 
business. A case was initiated.
 A person reported recovering 
a bike that was stolen on 
Halloween.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
accident at Main and Front 
streets. Officers responded.
 A person reported being 
involved in a physical altercation 
on Deishu Dr ive. Off icers 
investigated and arrested a 
21-year-old Haines man. 
Sunday, Jan. 17
 A caller reported someone 
he had just met was texting him 
rude messages. He was advised 
to call his phone company about 
blocking the calls.
 A person reported receiving 
harassing phone calls from a 
woman. He said the woman and 
a friend appeared at his house 
intoxicated and woke him up. 
Police were advised.
 A caller repor ted seeing 
a flashing light or fire across 
the Small Boat Harbor. Police 
investigated and found it was a 
reflection on a metal post. 
Saturday, Jan. 16
 No calls.

Friday, Jan. 15
 A caller on Mathias Avenue 
reported hearing barking and 
a man’s voice in her basement 
early in the morning. However, 
her basement was locked and 
the locks were glued shut. Police 
were advised.
 A person reported a motorist 
had been harassing him by 
flashing a bright light every time 
he drove by the caller’s Mud Bay 
Road residence. Police spoke 
with the caller.
 A caller on Union Street 
reported a juvenile trying to get 
him to buy alcohol for him. An 
officer spoke with the caller.
 A caller reported seeing an 
open door at a Helm’s Loop 
residence. The caller said he 
hadn’t seen the occupant for 
days. Police contacted the 
owner, who said the cat had 
probably opened the door.
Thursday, Jan. 14
 No calls.

Wednesday, Jan. 13
 A local liquor store reported 
an adult in the company of 
minors tried to purchase alcohol. 
Police responded but were 
unable to locate the adult and 
minors.
Tuesday, Jan. 12
 A  woman came to  the 
station to report she received 
possible fraudulent mail from 
the U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management about a cyber 
breach that resulted in the theft 
of background investigation 
records. Dispatch conducted an 
Internet search and concluded 
there was indeed a cyber 
hack against the government. 
Dispatch advised the woman.
 An officer helped a man 
and woman with their retrieval 
of moose meat from another 
person’s residence.

literature that is being written 
these days about community 
g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t 
recognize the importance and 
the vitality of having a core 
business area. It’s important 
to have people exchanging, 
meeting, greeting. That’s what 
you do when you revitalize a 
community: you bring people 
together.”

  “I daresay that if we had more 
people rubbing elbows with each 
other they probably would get 
along a lot better,” she added.

  The draft also includes a 
competition clause, meaning 
eligible businesses must prove 
the market for their product or 
service is big enough to support 
the  apply ing  and exis t ing 
business.

  “Essentially, that’s requiring 
a competitive business to prove 
that the market will bear their 
entry,” Schnabel said.

Haines Brewing Company 
co-owner Jeanne Kitayama 
disagreed with the competition 
clause. “Competition should 
weed itself out,” Kitayama said. 
“It seems odd that somebody has 
to demonstrate that the market 
is large enough for another 
brewery, or another something.”

Commerce committee member 
Margaret Friedenauer seemed 
leery of the draft. “As far as 
this plan, I’m still hesitant and 
I know we’re just talking about 
this. I’m trying to understand the 
benefits to the borough.”

  F r i e d e n a u e r  s u g g e s t e d 
the borough could look at 
incentivizing based on the kind 
of energy used at the facility, or if 
the business operates year-round.

  The commerce committee 
will meet at 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 27 to address more details. STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

HELP from page 1 
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Salvation Army
Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

Un-Classified Ads
TO THE PERSON who borrowed 

Leo Smith’s climbing gear, 
please return it, 766-2157. 
(03f)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (44-4b)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD. 
$220 split and $160 in round. 
Call 767-5455. (23cb)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD: 
Tr e e l e n g t h ,  t r u c k l o a d 
quantit ies. 867-634-2311. 
dimokt imber@gmai l .com. 
www.dimoktimber.com.(33cb)

SOUSAPHONE WANTED: By 
Haines Community Marching 
Band. Help us boom! Call 
(907) 766-2688.  (40cf)

HELP WANTED Parts Manager/ 
front desk person for Canal 
Marine. Parts experience not 
necessary, but must at least 
be familiar with small engines. 
Full- or par t-time, can be 
flexible. Retirees welcome! 
Must be reliable and have 
basic computer skills. Salary 
DOE. Call 766-2437 or stop 
by in person. (02-04b)

WHY NOT TRY a “Stay-Cation?”: 
Swan View Cabin- Located on 
beautiful Mosquito Lake. Winter 
wonderland out your front door. 
Stay one night, second night 
50%. exp Feb 20. 767 5492. 
(02-06b)

FOR SALE Wells Cargo Auto 
Hauler 20’ Heavy Duty, 10,000 
lbs 6VWR, like new used, 
once. White spare tire, anchor 
tie downs, wall & floor interior 
lights. Stone guard, custom 
wheels, roof vents. $8,000, call 
Brad at 766-3713. (02cb)

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in 
the US. Help prevent it by
calling:

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Careline 1-877-266-HELP
or text “4HELP” to 
839863.

SOCKEYE CYCLE is accepting 
applications for a part-time 
bicycle guide in Haines for 
the 2016 season - applicants 
must be at least 23 years old 
and be comfortable driving a 
tour van and pulling a trailer. 
Contact us at 766-2869 for 
more information or go to our 
employment page at www.
cyclealaska.com.(02cb)

RENTAL SPACE across from 
cruise ship dock. Full/partial 
building spaces available. 
Located at the corner of 
SoapSuds Alley and Beach Rd. 
Call Brad at 766-3713. (02cb)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a Track and 
Field Coach for the upcoming 
season.  The position closes on 
January 29th.  Please contact 
Ashley at 766-6725 or ashley@
hbsd.net  for more information.
(02,03b)

TO MY VALUED Consignees:  
Please be advised that the last 
week of January the 27th-30th 
I will NOT be accepting items 
so I can work on overstock. I 
thank you in advance for your 
understanding. I will resume 
drop offs February 3rd; which 
at this time will include clothes 
(small bags).  Thank you!  
Tammy--owner Talia’s Treasures 
Consignment Shop. (4b)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: 
Seeking person quali f ied 
for body and fender repair  
involving frame and structural 
damage. If you are a fit, inquire 
at Southeast Roadbuilders Inc. 
Attn: Loren (907) 766-2833 
(Inside/Heated Shop). (02,03b)

FOR SALE ‘95 GMC Suburban, 
97k miles, one owner, 3/4 ton, 
4WD, new Michelins, leather 
interior, $6,000. Call Brad at 
766-3713. (2f,3cb)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a full-
time custodian.  Work hours 
are 3 - 11 pm.  Closes Feb. 
2nd.  Please contact Ashley at 
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
for questions or to apply. (3,4b)

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Holy Communion
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-3041

BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can contact you.
$15 per square,

per week

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

 Month of December Open
Wed, Thurs, Fri, 10am to 3pm

Mechanic on Duty
               calandars 

are in

Canal Marine & Auto

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 






 










314-0434
John Hedrick

Printing  • Embroidery   
Logo Design • Custom Vinyl  
Signage • Low Minimums!

Native Owned and Operated Since 2003

“Promoting your Business, 
is our BUSINESS!”

  tlingitink@gmail.com - 907.314.0275

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840
Senior/Veteran Discounts

(907) 321-1193

Quality mechanical work at an 
affordable, competitive rate.

Call (907) 314-0053

KINISoN FLOORING LLC
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Professional 
Flooring
Installation

Burfl’s Tractor Works!
 314-3239

• Land clearing 
• Lawn mowing
• Beautification 
• Brush clearing
• Snow removal 
• Great prices!

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Mon-Fri 9-4

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

Need to mend 
that old net?

SE Web 
IN STOCK NOW!

Surf  Fisheries Supply

Pet of the Week

34       30        0.55 8
34       30         0.1 0.3
33        31        0.05  0
33        31           0 0
32        24        0 0
29       24          0.1 1.5
28        25          0.27 4.5

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date         High     Low      Rain    Snow Day       Date         High      Low     Rain    Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 18

40  31         0.11    0
37  30        Trace   0
34  32        0.18 0.1
34  31        Trace   0
33  29        0   Trace
35  29        0     0.5
30        28        0     1.2

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 34 deg.

Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 18

Snow on ground: 48 inchesSnow on ground: 5 inches

Chamber Members
Let’s Find our Voice!
Participate in our opinion 

survey in this week’s 
Chamber Connection in your email
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Buy Local!

REVIEW from page 1

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“One who performeth 
neither good deeds 
nor acts of worship 
is like unto a tree 

which beareth no fruit, 
and an action which 

leaveth no trace.”

~ Baha’u’ullah

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

So let me show you how State Farm can help protect all the 
things that matter most – for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Build a bundle.
Save a bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life for big State Farm® 
discounts.

1203025 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK  99801
Bus: 907-789-3127
malia@juneausf.com

`
Open 7 days a week 766-2442

766-2444

World Tavern Poker @ 7 & 10 pm Wed & Fri

Karaoke Thursday @ 10 pm

WINTER HOURS
Lunch & Dinner Sunday - Thursday, 11:30am - 8pm
Lunch & Dinner Friday & Saturday, 11:30am - 9pm

 Harbor Bar
  Open @ Noon  Mon-Sat, Sunday 9 AM 

    Saturday - Pool Tourney 1pm 
   Guaranteed $ Prizes     

Saturday 23rd Ladies night 9 PM

Now accepting nominations for the statewide  

BP Teachers of Excellence program. Nominate your 

favorite teacher at bpteachers.com by February 1.

Nominate your 
favorite teacher.

bpteachers.com

any changes to existing plans.
“We’re waiting for what the 

Corps of Engineers has to say. 
They have their own engineers 
looking at it,” Ryan said.

Planning Commission member 
Rob Miller presented the report to 
the commission last week. Miller 
explained Smith’s problems with 
the current designed entrance, 
which have to do with wave 
energy reflected off the barrier 
combining with other wave 
energy in bad weather to create a 
dangerous spot.

  “He’s a little worried we’re 
creating a turbulent area out in 
front of the entrance,” Miller said.

Ryan said at the commission 
meeting the Army Corps of 
Engineers had a similar concern 
about a “perfect storm” happening 
at the harbor entrance during 
exceptionally bad weather, but for 
the most part the Corps thought 
the present design would be okay.

  Critics of the harbor design 
used Smith’s preliminary report 
as an “I told you so” moment, 
saying they expressed concerns 
about the placement of the wave 
barrier months ago.

  “Too bad most local comments 
from the public, no matter how 
highly credentialed, were treated 
by the borough as unsubstantial 
and ‘confused’ opinions with little 
merit,” resident Dave Nanney 
wrote in an email to borough 
officials. “This has caused a ‘them 
and us’ schism in trust between 
the public and the borough that 
may only be healed by a few more 
changes in borough personnel and 
policy.”

  Nanney also expressed concern 
about the release of the report, 
which was sent by Smith to 
former manager David Sosa on 
Dec. 4. The report didn’t come 
to some planning commissioners 
and assembly members until last 
week.

  However, it was sent to Mayor 
Jan Hill, chair of the Port and 
Harbor Advisory Committee chair 
Norman Hughes and Planning 
Commission chair Rob Goldberg 
at the beginning of December. It 
was also publicly discussed at the 
Dec. 17 Port and Harbor Advisory 

Committee meeting.
  “There was no attempt to 

suppress this report,” Ryan said.
  “This report is still labeled 

preliminary and the borough staff 
has been waiting on a final version 
of the report so that they could 
respond to the final revision,” 
Ryan added.

 Smith’s final report will 
include a concept sketch for a 
central entrance and inner harbor 
configuration.

  Smith’s preliminary report 
noted the designed entrance’s 
proximity to the cruise ship dock. 
“Situating the main entrance away 
from the cruise ship dock would 
be beneficial for both security and 
safety. As proposed, it appears the 
traffic coming and going from 
Lynn Canal will be channeled 
very close to the cruise ship 
dock,” Smith wrote.

Harbormaster Shawn Bell said 
the Coast Guard was contacted 
about the question, but no obvious 
concerns were identified. “We 
have recently contacted the 
USCG’s David Seris from Aids 
and Navigation to again confirm 
that there are no deal breakers 
with our plan,” Bell said.

  Bell pointed out that Smith’s 
report is based off the 700-foot 
wave barrier design, though the 
most recent plan includes a cost-
saving 600-foot wave barrier with 
an alternative of an additional 
33-feet.

  Bell said he still thinks it is 
appropriate for the independent 
review to look at the 700-foot 
barrier, because that is the design 
the borough is permitting for. 

“With a shorter wave barrier 
we have widened the gap between 
the Port Chilkoot Dock and the 
proposed wave barrier, further 
alleviating navigational and safety 
concerns,” Bell said.

  Smith’s report also cites a 
possible concern with interlocking 
the metal wave barrier with the 
south end of the rubble mound. 
“Rock structures get their strength 
from interlocking between 
adjacent stones. Rocks would not 
interlock well with the smooth,  
flat surface of sheet pile.”

 Unfortunately, even if the 

borough decided to move the 
entrance to between the wave 
barrier and rubble mound, that 
wouldn’t alleviate the need for 
an Army Corps of Engineers 
408 permit, required whenever a 
project impacts an existing Corps 
structure.

 The 408 permit threw a wrench 
into the harbor project’s progress 
last fall when officials realized it 
might take them a year to get the 
permit.

  Interim manager Ryan said 
the Corps confirmed the borough 
would still need a 408 permit if it 
moved the entrance because the 
wave reflection would still affect 
the rubble mound.

  Ryan said the borough recently 
received good news on the 408 
permit. “They are saying that we 
are not going to need additional 
studies, we hope, and we may 
even be in line to see this permit 
by April. We’re pushing for a 
faster deadline than that.”

  The Port and Harbor Advisory 
Committee recently passed a 
motion asking the assembly to 
budget funds for lobbying of 
federal officials for the harbor 
expansion.

  “We just feel like we need 
to keep this moving along,” 
said committee chair Hughes. 
“And we encourage the borough 
assembly to keep the borough 
administration moving on this 
and working on it, and don’t be 
shy about spending funds if you 
need to hire a hired gun or spend 
some more staff time or send 
someone up to Anchorage and talk 
to the Army Corps personnel that 
are overseeing these permitting 
requirements.”

PAY from page 1
spectrum,” Case said.

  The Alaska Municipal League’s 
Salary and Benefits Survey 
documents the following average 
hourly rates for clerks around 
the state: Sitka ($39.99), City 
of Ketchikan ($38.73), Kodiak 
($52.62), Valdez ($54.60), Nome 
($41.56), Petersburg ($32.69), 
Seward ($34.83), Wrangell 
($33.49), Skagway ($39.88) and  
Hoonah ($44.19).

  If approved by the assembly, 
Case’s proposal would raise 
Cozzi’s hourly wage from $33.59 
to $40.86.

  “We have underpaid her for a 
long, long time. Quite frankly, I 
think most municipal clerks are 
somewhat underpaid depending 
on where they are. To be honest, 
I think it is sex discrimination,” 
Case said, referring to the fact that 
most municipal clerks in Alaska 
are women.

  “We can’t just live with that 
and say, ‘Oh, that’s the way things 
are. Women are just paid less than 
men,’” he added.

  Case said he didn’t think the 
raise proposal would irritate or 
provoke animosity from other 
borough employees, who he 
acknowledged are also generally 
underpaid.

“No, I really don’t (think other 
employees will be upset) for several 
reasons. It’s like that TV show 
‘Everybody Loves Raymond.’ 
Everybody loves Julie. She’s such 
a wonderful person and she helps 
everyone. I just went in to see her 
and she’s working through her 
lunch hour,” Case said.

  “(Other employees) don’t 
work through their lunch hours. 
She’s the only one I know who 
consistently does it,” he added.

  (Unlike Cozzi, who is salaried, 
most other borough employees are 
hourly and would have to be paid 
overtime if they worked through 
their lunch breaks.)

  Case alluded to his forthcoming 
proposal at the Dec. 29 special 
a s sembly  mee t ing  du r ing 

assembly member comments. “In 
the very near future, I’m going to 
make a proposal for a significant 
increase in the money that we 
pay our clerk. She’s woefully 
underpaid. It’s going to cost a 
bunch of money, but I’m going 
to make that proposal soon.”

  Case said he is looking forward 
to working with chief fiscal officer 
Jila Stuart to identify where the 
additional funds can come from. 
He plans to cobble together the 
money from numerous places in 
the budget.

  “We’re not going to get it 
all from one place,” Case said. 
“There’s ways that you can move 
things around.”

  Aside from her strong work 
ethic, Case said Cozzi is very 
highly-regarded among her peers 
in the municipal community. She 
also possesses a Master Municipal 
Clerk certification.

  “More than anything, I want 
to be fair to her. She’s been more 
than fair to us, and I want to treat 
her fairly,” he said.

  When asked Wednesday if 
he would support increasing 
Cozzi’s salary, assembly member 
George Campbell did not want 
to comment beyond a general 
statement. “Until we figure out 
our budget to where we are not 
running in a serious deficit, I don’t 
think that we should be talking 
about raising anyone’s salary 
until we can get our budget under 
control,” Campbell said. 

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074


