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LAZING AROUND LUTAK  -- A  harbor seal sits perched on a rock at Lutak Inlet Sunday while 
two others surface nearby. Seals and other sea mammals typically move into Chilkoot Inlet during 
spring months, following runs of small fish. See ‘Wild Things’ column, page 8. Ron Horn photo.

AP&T says studies
rule out Schubee
By Karen Garcia

Alaska Power and Telephone 
officials said this week the 
company is ruling out pursuing 
Schubee Lake as an alternative 
hydroelectric project to Connelly 
Lake. 

Construction and operation of a 
hydroelectric project at Schubee 
Lake would be both expensive 
and “extremely di ff icul t ,” 
according to reports recently 
released by AP&T. 

Several  Haines  Borough 
assembly members and residents 
asked AP&T to investigate the 
feasibility of Schubee Lake as an 
alternative to the controversial 
Connelly Lake project, as the 
former would have no impact on 
fish habitat. In July 2011, AP&T 
obtained an $80,000 grant from 
the Alaska Energy Authority’s 
Renewable Energy Fund program 
to conduct such an investigation.  

A report by Anchorage-based 
engineering firm HDR Alaska Inc. 
determined that not only would 
construction and operation of a 
hydro plant at Schubee Lake be 
difficult due to its remoteness, 
high alpine location, and lack 
of a road, at about $15,300 per 
kilowatt, “the project is expensive 
by today’s standards.”

The project is estimated to cost 
nearly $75 million. An economic 
analysis released by AP&T 
this month indicated Schubee 
Lake “should be considered for 
development primarily if a large 

new industrial load (such as a 
mine) can be reasonably well-
assured and there are no better 
alternatives for meeting that load.”

However,  AP&T pro jec t 
manager Glen Martin said even 
the development of a mine or an 
influx of cruise ships would not 
necessarily make Schubee Lake 
worthwhile. Cruise ships are 
an “unpredictable market,” and 
mines, if they don’t operate for 
more than 50 years, don’t require 
the power needed to pay off such 
an expensive project, Martin said.

A series of complex calculations 
led AP&T to conclude the Schubee 
Lake project has a cost/benefit 
ratio of .81; the Alaska Energy 
Authority’s model put the ratio at 
.67. Statistically, a number greater 
than one indicates the benefits of a 
project outweigh the costs.

Based on the reports, Connelly 
Lake remains a better option for 
Haines and the Upper Lynn Canal 
in the eyes of AP&T, Martin said.

“I would certainly like to think 
that people would evaluate the 
Schubee information for what it 
is, and certainly from our point 
of view, it shows that Connelly is 
a better project. It’s less likely to 
have mishaps that would prevent 
generation of power to supply 
Haines. It also acts as a back-up 
for the whole Upper Lynn Canal,” 
Martin said.

Borough budget $500K in red
Earnest: Close pool, museum three months a year

‘Quasi-judicial’ hearing on Lowe
Complaint: Incident is 
part of history of abuse  

Fair signs headliners   
By Karen Garcia

The Southeast Alaska State Fair 
has released its musical line-up for 
2013, and acts include an eclectic 
mix of returning favorites and 
fresh faces, director Ross Silkman 
said.

Headlining Friday night are 
Dave McGraw and Mandy Fer, 
a Washington-based singer-
songwriter duo specializing in 
rootsy folk and Americana music. 
It will be the duo’s first appearance 
at the fair, Silkman said.

Vancouver-based vaudevillian 
quartet Maria in the Shower will 
also take the main stage Friday 
night. The group played at the 
Atlin Arts and Music Festival 
two years ago. “They were a 

tremendous hit there, and so 
that’s why we went after them,” 
Silkman said.

Returning performers the Bad 
Tenants, a bluesy hip-hop group 
from the Pacific Northwest, will 
close out Friday night.

One World Taiko, the fair’s 
“kinetic” act, will play Friday 
and Saturday evening. A Japanese 
drumming duo, One World Taiko 
incorporates dynamic movements 
like jumping and spinning with 
their percussion, Silkman said.

Hillstomp, another group 
familiar with the fair, will return 
to top off Saturday night. The 
“junkbox blues” Portlanders were 

By Karen Garcia
Responding to continuing 

reductions in major state and 
federal funding sources and the 
potential for additional cuts, 
Haines Borough manager Mark 
Earnest proposed a handful of 
service and position cuts to fill 
a projected $500,000 hole in his 
$12 million draft budget for the 
coming year.

Earnest is proposing to cut 
operation of the pool and museum 
to nine months per year – a savings 
of $52,500 – and to reduce the 
executive assistant to the manager 
position from full-time to nine 
months.

In an interview this week, 
Earnest said he anticipates more 
reductions next year.

“It is not realistic to assume 
that  the status quo can be 
maintained... We must approach 
from the perspective that some 
combination of reducing existing 
Borough programs and services, 
implementing local revenue 
enhancements and pursuing 
economic development initiatives 
will be necessary,” Earnest wrote 
in a letter explaining his budget 
recommendations.

Total  budgeted expenses 

increased from $11.3 million last 
year to a little over $12 million 
this year. Chief fiscal officer Jila 
Stuart attributed this to an increase 
in capital project expenditures, 
which fluctuate from year to year.

“Some years when we have 
a big project going we’ll get 
money from the state for a big 
construction project, so it tends 
to fluctuate more than operating 
expenses,” Stuart said.

Last year, capital projects were 
budgeted at $594,000; this year, 
they sit at $1.2 million, Stuart said. 

Major projects budgeted for the 
coming year include $140,000 for 
deferred maintenance on borough 
facilities, $100,000 for roads, 
$110,000 to replace air handling 
units at the high school, $250,000 
for a radio project, and $150,000 
for a new dump truck.

Though Earnest is proposing 
to reduce the mill rate to balance 
out the recent increase in property 
assessments, the reduced tax rate 
would still bring in an additional 
$111,000 in property tax revenue. 
Mill rates will be reduced in all 
10 areas, with the Riverview 
and Eagle Vista areas seeing the 
largest dips, by 2.19 and 2.13 
mills, respectively.

Stuart  said l imiting pool 
operations to nine months will 
save about $35,000; the museum 
cuts will save about $17,500. 
Curtailing the executive assistant 
to the manager position will also 
save a little over $17,500, she said.

Assistant to the manager Darsie 
Culbeck said he was aware of the 
change in his position ahead of the 
budget’s release and that he is fine 
with it. “I’d much rather have a 
nine-month job than a zero-month 
job,” Culbeck said.

Earnest said he will discuss 
with Culbeck how the 25 percent 
reduction will work, whether it 
means taking three months off 
at once or working shorter shifts 
year-round.

Museum director Jerrie Clarke 
said she was surprised by Earnest’s 
decision. “I was a little blindsided 
by that, to tell you the truth,” she 
said.

Last year the museum received 
$192,860 from the borough. 
This year, Earnest is proposing a 
little over $175,000, a 9 percent 
reduction.

Because the museum is a 
component unit of the borough, 

See BUDGET page 12

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Assembly 

will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 
4 to evaluate the ability of police 
chief Gary Lowe to perform his 
duties and supervise the police 
department.  The “informal 
administrative hearing” will not 
be open to the public.

The meeting will be conducted 
as a quasi-judicial proceeding, 
clerk Julie Cozzi wrote in a notice 
Tuesday.

Borough attorney Brooks 
Chandler, who will function as the 
meeting’s hearing officer, issued a 
draft hearing procedure earlier this 
week stating the meeting would be 
public and Lowe would be present 

while the assembly interviewed 
members of the police department.

Chandler issued a revised 
hearing procedure Tuesday 
e v e n i n g  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g 
comments and concerns from 
borough officials and department 
employees about the public 
nature of the meeting and Lowe’s 
presence, mayor Stephanie Scott 
said.

“I  have  had v is i t s  f rom 
department  personnel  who 
expressed concern about feeling 
constrained by the public nature 
of the conversation. And I, myself, 
feel that way,” Scott said.

Under the new procedure, 
“people will be able to testify 

one by one in private without the 
presence of anybody other than 
the hearing officer, Mark Earnest” 
and the assembly members, Scott 
said.

Lowe’s appearance at the 
hearing is still mandatory, but “he 
will not witness the testimony,” 
Scott said.

Sgt.  Simon Ford, who is 
acting chief while Lowe is on 
administrative leave, said Lowe’s 
presence and the public nature 
of the initial procedure made 
department employees wary of 
attending. The new procedure has 
changed some minds, he said.

By Karen Garcia
Concerns about Haines 

Borough Police chief Gary 
Lowe include a Feb. 15 
incident in which he allegedly 
screamed obscenities at an 
employee during a discussion 
about leave, and allegations 
that Lowe trained a Taser 
beam on officers’ chests on 
two separate occasions.

Fu r the r,  a  l e t t e r  t he 
employee sent to assembly 

members March 13 alleges 
Lowe has a five-year history 
of abusive behavior toward 
employees including verbal 
abuse of police officers and 
incidents of “intimidation, 
bullying, sarcasm and (use 
of) sexual innuendos” toward 
dispatchers.

 “All of this, taken into 
consideration, has created a 

See LOWE page 8
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Thursday, April 4 
  Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
    Burger Night, 5 p.m. at American Legion.
 State Division of Subsistence public 
meeting to discuss the upcoming subsistence 
survey, 7 p.m. at the public library.
Friday, April 5
 “Planned Giving” with Cynthia  Gibson,   
A training for non-profits. 10:30 a.m. at the 
library.
 Haines Chamber of Commerce Luncheon, 
Murray Walsh and Andy Hughes discuss Alaska 
state rail plan, noon at the bald eagle foundation.
 Teen Drop-in Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m. Public 
Health Nurse available to answer questions on 
topics important to teen health, including con-
traception. Confidential and safe  environment. 
Every Friday. 766-3300.
 After-school Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library. Also Mondays 
and Wednesdays.
 Meet Juneau Community Representitive 
for Youth Exchange and Study program Ju-
dith Maier, 5 p.m. library conference room.
Saturday, April 6
 Haines Health Fair, 8 a.m. to noon in the 
Haines School main entrance, 766-6367 or 766-
3300.
 KHNS garage sale, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Chilkat Center lobby.
 Book Club meeting to discuss “Things Fall 
Apart,” 3 p.m. at the library.
Sunday, April 7
 Basic Estate Planning with Cynthia 
Gibson, training for the public, 2 to 3 p.m. at 
the library.
  Final reception for People of the Chilkat 
Valley biography exhibit,  3 to 5 p.m. at the 
museum.
Monday, April 8 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Unveiling of the Chilkat Valley Story-
board,  5:30 p.m. at the library.
 Haines Borough Finance Committee meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
high school gym. Same time Wednesday.
Tuesday, April 9
 Haines Borough Budget Committee of 
the Whole meeting, 4:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting,  6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the museum.
 Open Gym Basketball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
high school gym. Same time Thursday.
Wednesday, April 10
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at elementary school gym. 766-2152.
Thursday, April 11
 Haines Chamber of Commerce bingo, 
6:30 p.m. at the ANB Hall.
 Haines Woman’s Club meeting, 5 p.m. at 
the library.
 Planning Commission meeting,  6:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.
Friday, April 12
 KHNS Wine Tasting,  7 p.m. at the Chilkat 
Center.
Saturday, April 13
 Haines Dolphins Swim-a-Thon,  9 a.m. at 
the pool.
 18th Annual Big Air Competition, noon in 
Chilkat Pass.
 Womens Christian Fellowship meeting,  1 
p.m. at the Klukwan Assembly of God Church. 
Child care provided.
Sunday, April 14
 Blessing of the Fleet, 3 p.m. at the small 
boat harbor.
Monday, April 15
 Ad Hoc Alaska Marine Highway System 
Committee meeting, 3 p.m. in assembly 
chambers. 
Tuesday, April 16
 Haines Borough Budget Committee of 
the Whole meeting, 5:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.
Wednesday, April 17
 Museum Board of Trustees, 1 p.m. at the 
museum.
Thursday, April 18
 LUNAFEST dinner, films and silent 
auction,  5:30 p.m. at Harriett Hall.  
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting,   6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Examining Sustainable Mining Practices 
with Dave Chambers,  8 p.m. at the library.
Friday, April 19
 Haines Chamber of Commerce Luncheon,   
noon to 1 p.m. at the Chilkat Bakery.
 Dinner With Friends, 7 p.m. at Chilkat 
Center. Shows also Saturday and Sunday. Not 
appropriate for ages 18 and under. Child care 
provided.

  
  

         See DULY page 9

Duly Noted
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Editorial

Must developers pay for fathers’ sins?
Wise resource management does not mean that they be removed from 

development, it means managing them in such a way that they can 
contribute to the wealth and welfare of society while not being locked 
up or exploited without control.

Resource development, such as logging, mining, oil and hydro can 
co-exist with fishing, wilderness, game and recreational resources so 
long as there is flexibility among those involved. Unfortunately, there 
are those who that take the stance of, “It can’t happen. I don’t want it.”

Much of the movement against resource development revolves around 
exhibiting facts and events that occurred long ago when there were 
no rules. Certainly there were wrongs committed by industry against 
society and the environment in their quest for profits. We have come a 
long, long ways in the last 40 years and for sure in the last 100 years.

Industry simply cannot operate the way it did in the times of our 
fathers. How long must we pay for the sins of our fathers?

         Scott Rossman

HARK grateful for support of dinner
The two- and four-legged members of The Haines Animal Rescue 

Kennel would like to thank all the attendees of our HARK annual 
fundraiser dinner. We appreciate all the bakers and other volunteers 
who helped us set up, cook, and clean. Howsers and many other local 
businesses were very generous again this year with food and items 
for our silent auction. We know they are asked a lot, and many local 
charities including HARK would be hurting without them.

We would especially like to thank Heather Lende for giving up 
precious time with her visiting family to read us a wonderful sneak 
preview of her upcoming book, and a mega shout-out goes to Adam 
Balloch of the Haines Uglys, an auctioneer extraordinaire.

With grateful whinnies, woofs, meows, and thank-yous,
                                                                                         Lea Harris
                                                          Haines Animal Rescue Kennel

Venturer Scout dinner raised $1,500
The Haines Venturer Scouts would like to thank the American Legion 

and Jim and Janice Studley for all their efforts and hours of hard work 
putting on the Chinese dinner. Between the dinner and the dessert 
auction, the Venturer Scouts made more than $1,500 to go toward their 
expenses for adventure in Queensland, Australia in May-June 2014. It’s 
these kinds of fund-raisers that make a difference in turning dreams to 
reality for our Haines kids.

      Greg Podsiki for Haines Venturer Scouts

By Sara Callaghan Chapell
Rene Pisel-Walker  d ied 

Monday at her home in Juneau of 
complications of breast cancer. 
She was 49. Pisel-Walker lived 
in Haines in the mid-1980s, 
working as a waitress at Ten Mile 
Steakhouse. She also visited 
local schools as a counselor for 
the Juneau women’s shelter, 
AWARE, teaching “Good Touch, 
Bad Touch.” She is survived by 
husband David Walker, daughter 
Eliza and son Dawson. Cards 
may be sent to the family at 6467 
Gray Street, Juneau, AK 99801. A 
memorial service will be held in 
Juneau later in the month.

Gov. Sean Parnell signed 
leg is la t ion  March  27  tha t 
designates March 29 as Vietnam 
Vete rans ’ Day  in  Alaska . 
Former state Rep. Bill Thomas 
introduced the same bill last 
year. He worked with Fairbanks 
state Rep. Steve Thompson 
to introduce and marshal the 
bill through the legislature this 
year. A Vietnam veteran, Thomas 
said the purpose of the bill is to 
recognize soldiers who returned 
home without recognition 40 
years ago. In conversation with 
Sealaska’s Dixie Hutchinson, 
Thomas says he “immediately 
got rid of my military clothes and 
bought new civilian clothes” upon 
his discharge, in order to avoid 
protesters. With this bill, Thomas 
said, “We’re saying, ‘Thank you, 

welcome home.’ That’s the big 
thing.” 

 Sisters Randi  and Terry 
Povey vacationed on a Carnival 
Cruise Lines ship that suffered 
technical problems, the fourth 
Carnival ship to experience 
problems in a month’s time. 
The Carnival Legend’s troubles 
with steering and propulsion 
forced the company to shorten the 
cruise route and skip planned port 
calls in Belize and the Cayman 
Islands. Terry said food and on-
ship activities weren’t affected 
and that they still were able to 
enjoy several shore excursions, 
including a trip to explore Mayan 
ruins and a stop in Honduras. The 
ship returned to Tampa, Fla., on 
schedule. The company offered 
passengers a $100 refund and 50 
percent off another cruise within 
the next two years. The sisters 
vacation together every winter.

 Ballerinas need not hang 
up their slippers for the year, 
says ballet instructor Kimberly 
Sundberg. Following last month’s 
impressive ballet recital, Sundberg 
said that her students persisted in 
asking for more ballet. Although 
it’s the first time she has taught 
two sessions in one year for 
students, “they were begging 
for more,” Sundberg said. “The 
momentum is there. I just want 
to keep the girls inspired.” New 
dancers ages 3-18 are welcome. 
Contact Sundberg at 766-3418 for 

more information.
 Mandy Ramsey is leading the 

“Burst into Bloom” yoga dance 
workshop 5:30-7 p.m. Friday, 
April 19 at the zumba studio on 
Main Street. Yoga teacher Shiva 
Rae inspired Mandy to bring 
dance and yoga to Haines. Rae 
taught classes at the Wanderlust 
yoga festival in Oahu, Hawaii, that 
Mandy attended. Mandy, Scott 

 As a matter of policy, the Chilkat Valley News does not publish 
allegations from anonymous sources. People accused of wrongdoing, 
we believe, deserve – at the very least – to know who is making 
accusations against them. 

We’re making an exception to the policy this week in our story of 
the complaint against Haines Borough Police Chief Gary Lowe. The 
complaint is from a police department employee, and the substance of 
it was corroborated this week by four of the department’s eight other 
employees and one former employee.  

We’ve spoken to employees and we believe they are legitimately 
worried about their jobs and potential fallout from speaking on the 
record. Considering the nature of the complaint, we believe their 
fears may be justified. That’s why we have allowed them to give us 
information anonymously. 

In situations like this one involving allegations against a public 
employee, we would typically “allow the process to run its course” and 
to print information as we receive it from borough officials responsible 
for supervising the employee in question. We’re stepping outside that 
practice and printing the specifics of the complaint’s allegations now 
for several reasons, including:

1) The allegations are serious, and may be criminal, and concern 
an individual who carries a gun and supervises nine employees and 
a $1 million budget. 

2) Good morale and mutual support are at the core of an effective 
police department. Until this matter is resolved, our department 
is handicapped. While its chief is on leave, it’s also short-handed. 
Those issues add stress and danger to daily police work, increasing 
the borough’s liability in the event a police call goes awry. That’s an 
untenable situation. 

3) This matter has cast a cloud over Lowe and the entire department. 
We believe that bringing the facts of it to light, and resolving it, will 
restore the public’s trust in the department.

4) Society justifiably expects police – whose jobs including wielding 
the power of life and death – to behave in a manner that’s above 
reproach. Questionable behavior that may be overlooked in other 
workplaces cannot be allowed by public officials who carry guns and 
badges. 

5) Haines Borough Assembly and management have not demonstrated 
that they can address this complaint squarely and resolve it. The 
complaint has been in their court since Feb. 19 and little progress has 
been made toward a resolution. The borough has a long to-do list and 
the longer this issue drags out, the more time and effort are robbed from 
vital issues like balancing the budget, resolving property assessment 
complaints, developing the local economy and myriad others.

   We hope that by publishing this information, a  public discussion of 
this matter will accelerate  its resolution, so our police department can 
turn its full attention to law enforcement and Haines Borough officials 
and assembly members can move on to its other, pressing business.  

                                                                                  – Tom Morphet
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SarahJ’s 
Shoppe

Mon - Fri  6:30 am to 1 pm
   On Portage Street         

971-404-7263     
Espresso 

Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods 
 Sandwiches 

Volunteers key to youth hoops season
Thank you to Ralph and Sarah Swinton, Lori and Albert Giddings, 

Brian O’ Riley, Tiffany DeWitt, Natalie Benassi, Tiana Taylor 
and parents of participants for your time and effort assisting and 
volunteering  in making this CYD basketball season successful.

                                                                                  Steve Ritzinger
                                         Community Youth Development Director

Lights at skate park now on a timer 
A big thanks to Carlos Jimenez at the Haines Borough who just 

installed a timer on the lights at the skate park. Now there is nighttime 
skateboarding at the quonset hut on Sawmill Road across from the 
Eagle’s Nest Motel. Skateboarders, please turn off the 12-hour timer 
when you leave. Call Dan at 766-2876 with questions.

		 	 	 	 	 														Dan Egolf

Emblem Club awards $15,000 in grants
We would like to thank the Haines community for its support for the 

Haines Emblem Club #463 during the past year. It was a hard year 
for us as we struggled to keep our organization going with the loss of 
our Elks Lodge, but we did it! I want to send out a special thank-you 
to my officers for 2012. It means so much to me that you all stuck by 
my side all year without any idea what we were doing next! I would 
like to send a big thank you to the American Legion Post #12 for the 
use of their hall for our monthly meetings, events and everything you 
have done for us all year. We really appreciate your support and look 
forward to another year working with you. This year the Emblem Club 
#463 is proud to say we handed out over $15,000 to youth organizations 
in Haines. We are still going strong with our newly elected officers 
for 2013 and have some great new ideas for this coming year. If you 
are interested in becoming a member and learning more about our 
organizations, please contact me at 303-6006.  I would love to talk to 
you. If you have been a member in the past and want to get involved 
again, please give me a call. The Emblem Club attracts individuals 
of many diverse talents, abilities, and ages, when all combined make 
Emblem a very special organization. In Emblem there is an important 
place for each member. Thank you to Michelle Stigen as our installing 
officer for installation of our new officers for 2013-2014.

        Jamie Knudsen
 

Thanks for making 90th birthday special
Thanks to my dear friends for making my 90th birthday on March 

30 a special day.
       Lola M. Vogel 

Library’s harp show was heavenly
Thanks to Holly Davis and Haines Borough Public Library for 

bringing us the concert March 26. Portia Diwa and Diana Stork 
educated us about the harp in a most entertaining way. A capacity 
audience, including well-behaved children, was rewarded with heavenly 
music so freely given.

                                                                                          Doris Ward

FRESH SNOW ON APRIL FOOLS’ DAY  -- Middle school students shoot hoops during recess Monday 
under the covered basketball courts at Haines School while snow falls. Accumulation officially was 
just a trace, which melted off downtown by press time Wednesday. Tom Morphet photo. 

By Tom Morphet
A Nutritious Food Cooking 

Contest and Teddy Bear Hospital 
for kids are among the offerings 
at this year’s Haines Health Fair, 
8 a.m. to noon Saturday in the 
Haines School lobby and cafeteria.

 With escalating health care 
costs, the fair offers screenings 
and health education that can 
help people avoid costly crises, 
organizers say.

 “We’ve got great deals on 
blood draws. Our theme this year 
is ‘Home Town, Home Healthy,’ 
so there will be a lot of people from 
Haines making presentations,” 
said Pam Sloper, patient care 

coordinator at Southeast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium 
(SEARHC), one of the event’s 
sponsors.

Now in i ts  16th year  in 
Haines, the fair will include 
information about general health, 
assessment and referral, along 
with free screenings for height, 
weight, blood pressure and 
vision.   

Comprehensive blood profile 
testing will be available for $45. 
Other tests available will include 
prostate screening (important 
for men over age 50) for $25; 
thyroid-stimulating hormone 
testing, $30; Vitamin D testing, 
$50; A1C testing, $25; and blood 
typing, $20.

 In the healthy cooking contest, 
entrants are encouraged to bring 
in a health food dish (entrée, side 
dish, salad or dessert) that will 
be judged on its “good health 
quality.” Prizes will be awarded 
in each category, as well as for 
most attractive and most nutritious 
ingredients. Entries will be 
accepted until 9 a.m. and winners 
will be announced at 11 a.m.

Children are encouraged to 
bring stuffed animals to the Teddy 
Bear Hospital, where they can 
learn about health and wellness. 
A program at 11 a.m. called “Ask 
an RD” will allow attendees to 
ask a registered dietician nutrition 
questions.  

Exhibits or information tables 
will include SEARHC Dental, 
Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living, REACH Infant Learning, 
SEARHC Alcohol Awareness, 
colon cancer awareness, nutrition, 
herbal  heal ing ,  parent ing , 
domestic violence awareness, 
indoor plants and air quality, 
Ha ines  Ambu lance  Crew, 
Takshanuk Watershed Council, 
Friends of Recycling, SEARHC 
Diabetes Awareness and Haines 
Chamber of Commerce.   

 Blood screening participants 
should not eat or drink anything 
but water for 12 hours previous 
to screening.

 The health fair comes at the end 
of National Public Health Week, 
according to Haines public health 
nurse Ty Esposito. 

“Challenging people to make 
simple changes, like getting 
immunizations on time, washing 
hands often, staying home when 
sick and attending health fairs are 
some of the ways to encourage 
people to keep their community 
healthy,” Esposito said.

Recent public health issues 
in Haines included paralytic 
shellfish poisoning, some cases 
of whooping cough in town last 
year and a Norovirus outbreak last 
summer, Esposito said.

For more information about the 
health fair, contact Haines Public 
Health at 766-3300 or SEARHC 
Wisewoman at 766-6367.

Health Fair Saturday at school

dave@hainesrealestate.com
jeanne@hainesrealestate.com

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

jim@hainesrealestate.com
pam@hainesrealestate.com

Free Firestater 
chilkat valley 

news office

Front Street will be closed 
for road improvements from the 
boat harbor to the intersection 
with Beach Road for nearly six 
weeks beginning April 20, a state 
Department of Transportation 
official said this week.

The construction involves 
t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t w o 
projects totaling $3.9 million: 
improvements to the intersection 
at Front Street and Beach Road 
and the addition of sidewalks 
along Beach Road, said Keith 
Karpstein, DOT’s engineering 
manager for Southeast.

Instead of the “Y” intersection 

tha t  ex i s t s  now,  the  new 
intersection will be realigned 
to create a traditional four-way 
intersection between Front Street, 
Beach Road and Mud Bay Road. It 
will be a two-way stop, with stop 
signs on Front Street and Mud 
Bay Road.

“It’s a safer intersection and 
allows vehicles to make that 
right turn coming off of Front 
Street... The way it is tied in now 
is extremely difficult, especially 
with vehicles that might be pulling 
boats,” Karpstein said.

The  pro jec t  wi l l  ex tend 
sidewalks from the intersection 

along both sides of the Old 
Haines Highway to highway’s 
intersection at Third Avenue. A 
sidewalk will also be constructed 
on the uphill side of Beach Road 
from the intersection to Soap Suds 
Alley.

H a i n e s  B o r o u g h  p u b l i c 
facilities director Carlos Jimenez 
said Southeast Roadbuilders is 
in charge of construction. The 
borough entered into an agreement 
with Southeast Roadbuilders to 
provide signage and temporary 
walkways for pedestrians during 
the construction, Jimenez said.

Front Street is scheduled to 
reopen June 30. 

Intersection rebuild to start soon
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School 
expects
shortfall

Caroline’s Closet 
& Blake’s Corner Store

NOW RENTING DVDs!
Monday - Wednesday 2 - 6 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday 2 - 9 p.m.
Sunday 12 - 7 p.m.

Check out our springspecials!

IT’S TIME TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW 
STOCK ARRIVING THIS MONTH

ALL PACKS & TENTS   20% OFF
ALL COMP CHAIRS   20% OFF
ALL SOFT SIDED COOLERS 20% OFF

JUST ARRIVED
POLARIZED SUN GLASSES BY SUNCLOUD

Open 8 am ‘til 6 pm Sun- Mon

766-3221

Hogue Riesling 750ml 8.99
Corbett Canyon Chardonnay 1.5L 10.49
Foxhorn Chardonnay 1.5L 10.99
Corbett Canyon White Zin 1.5L 9.75
Casarsa Pinot Gris 1.5L 9.99

& Mike’s bikes and boards

Outfi tter Liquor Haines Quick Shop
For all your snacks and drinks

for a great day in Haines Alaska

Salads and Desserts 
are welcome!

Meet the Takshanuk Watershed Council

Norman’s annual 
Aloha Birthday party

where everyone gets lei`d

5 p.m. Sunday, April 7th 
at Fireweed Restaurant 

  Everyone Invited
  Haines Brewing Company on tap!

Ukes & tub toys for the kids

By Tom Morphet
Wood pellets stored in a silo 

behind the Senior Center haven’t  
absorbed measurable amounts 
of moisture since being loaded 
there in November, according 
to a study conducted by Haines 
High School’s Power Systems 
Engineering class.

 The question of absorbing 
moisture was one that was raised 
last fall when the Haines Borough 
was considering a pellet-heat 
system now being tested at the 
center.

Using a test method developed 
by the U.S. Forest Service, the 
class found the pellets had a 
moisture content of 5.4 percent 
on Nov. 20 and 5.32 percent 
March 5-6. The testing involves 
placing pellets in a microwave for 
intervals and weighing them after 
each heating.

 “It clearly shows they’re not 
absorbing moisture,” said science 
teacher Mark Fontenot.

Fontenot  said he wasn’t 
particularly surprised by the 
study’s results so far.  The 
moisture tests will be repeated in 
about three months. “If you don’t 
have a temperature difference 
between the inside and outside or 
a heat source on the inside, you 
wouldn’t expect a big problem 
with moisture.”

Fontenot said the composition 
of the pellets – essentially sawdust 
compressed by a bonding agent 
– wouldn’t suggest they’d take 
up moisture quickly. “They end 
up hard, glossy and non-porous 

looking. They don’t behave like 
saw chips.”

  Darsie Culbeck, the borough’s 
executive assistant, said the center 
has burned through about half of 
the 8.5 tons of pellets loaded into 
the silo in November, an apparent 
improvement over projections 
last fall that the supply would be 
depleted by April.  The borough 
initially estimated the center 
might consume 12 to 14 tons per 
year.

“With four tons left, we could 
probably go until summer” before 
refilling the silo, he said.

The building’s pellet-burning 
boiler has required even less 
maintenance than anticipated, 
Culbeck said. Borough facilities 
manager Carlos Jimenez said 
last week that the system “runs 
f lawless ly”  and genera tes 
minimum ash.

Culbeck said the per-ton cost of 
pellets has gone up from an initial 
estimate of $362 per ton to $400 
per ton. The cost difference over 
a year would be little more than 
$500, an amount he characterized 
as not appreciable.

Energy officials with the U.S. 
Coast Guard, U.S. Forest Service, 
National Renewable Energy Lab, 
as well as ones from the Chilkoot 
Indian Association, state Division 
of Forestry and Yukon-based 
Dimok Timber met with borough 
officials last Wednesday. One of 
the topics discussed was how to 
get pellets more cheaply.

“Once we get a regional or local 
supply (of pellets), that’s a big 

gain,” Culbeck said.
CIA is putting a system similar 

to the one in the Senior Center 
in its office building under 
construction on Third Avenue. 
“It’s about growing demand. 
That’s happening,” Culbeck said. 

Mayor Stephanie Scott said she 
was encouraged by a pitch from 
Haines forester Greg Palmieri 
about the potential for using local 
wood chips in single-building 
boilers. 

Pellet experiment looking good

By Tom Morphet
The Haines Borough School 

Board wi l l  hold  a  budget 
workshop 7 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Haines School library to address 
a shortfall currently projected at 
about $210,000.

At the sboard’s regular meeting 
Tuesday, district superintendent 
Michael Byer presented his $5.9 
million general fund budget for 
the coming school year, showing 
a projected decline of $462,688 
due to changes in the student 
population, including an expected 
30-student drop in enrollment.

 “This year there are a lot of 
forces colliding in a negative way 
to affect our budget,” Byer said, 
pointing to federal sequestration, 
anticipated decline in timber 
receipt compensation funds and 
no expected increases in the base 
student allocation from the Alaska 
Legislature.

 Use of $526,000 from the 
district’s fund balance would plug 
the hole, but leave only a cushion 
of $90,759, according to Byer’s 
figures.  The district has a policy 
of maintaining a fund balance of 
$300,000 heading into a school 
year, district officials said this 
week.

 The budget projections don’t 
include costs that might arise 

from increases to the district’s 
n e g o t i a t e d  c o n t r a c t  w i t h 
employee, which is currently 
under negotiation. The projections 
include a contribution of $1.55 
million from the Haines Borough, 
the same amount allocated by 
the borough last year. (Under 
state law, the municipality can 
contribute up to $1.83 million.)

 The projections also include an 
expected savings of $160,000 by 
not rehiring one untenured teacher 

and two classified employees.
  Byer told board members 

that his budget “maintains the 
emphasis on early literacy, 
mathematics and vocational 
education” as proscribed in the 
district’s strategic plan.  “We 
absorbed a teaching position last 
year and with further declining 
enrollment and revenues, we’ll 
have to further cut positions for 
(the coming fiscal year),” Byer 
said.

   Byer distributed a bar graph 
at the meeting showing district 
enrollment holding steady at 
about 310 students between 2007 
and 2012, before dropping by 25 
students last October, a change he 
called “kind of shocking.”

 Byer also told the board he 
had recently negotiated down a 

service contract for the Haines 
School’s heating and ventilation 
system from $14,842 annually 
to $11,414. The board voted 
unanimously in March to enter 
into the contract, after initially 
opposing the idea. School and 
borough maintenance officials 
endorsed the contract.    

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT --  Staff, students and parents from Haines School parade along Third Avenue March 27 to 
celebrate the elementary and middle school being named a 2012 National Distinguished School, a honor that went to only two schools 
statewide. Haines won for improved test scores the past two years. The celebration included a barbecue lunch and a presentation by 
mayor Stephanie Scott.  
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Julia Scott to sing at ‘Fling’

Proceeds of LUNAFEST
to benefit cancer fund

Arts Outlook

McRoberts 
to be featured 

Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through April 30

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:00  am 7:15 am Mon - Fri
 8:40 am  11:30 am Daily
 2:15 pm 2:30 pm Daily
  3:05 pm      6:30 pm Mon - Fri
 5:30 pm 5:45 pm Daily  

   7:30 am 11:20 am Mon - Fri
 8:15 am 8:30 am Daily 
11:45 am  2:05 pm Daily
 2:40 pm 2:55 pm Daily 
  5:55 pm  6:10 pm Daily
  6:45 pm  7:00 pm Mon - Fri
 

  7:00 am  8:15 am Mon - Fri
   8:40 am  9:15 am Daily
 11:55 am 12:30 pm Daily
   3:05  pm    3:40 pm Daily
   6:20  pm     6:55 pm     Daily

 7:00 am 8:30am Daily
 10:45 am   11:20 am Daily
 1:30 pm 2:05 pm Daily
 4:45 pm 5:20 pm Daily
 5:45 pm     7:00 pm Mon - Fri

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets for a 
FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau
7:40 a.m.

Except Sun.
8:00 a.m.

Mon - Fri Only
11:40 a.m.
2:25 p.m.
4:55 p.m.

6:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Online booking at: http://www.airexcursions.com
Come see our 

progress at the airport offi ce!

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  
Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

NEW NEW

We are proud supporters of the Haines community

Four local acts to play at Folk Fest

Julia Scott sings at the fairgrounds last year. 

Blues singer Julia Scott is making her 
return to the Haines music scene April 26 
to perform with the PBRs at the Southeast 
Alaska State Fair’s Spring Fling.

Perhaps the valley’s premiere vocal 
performer, Scott recently has been honing 
her craft in Seattle, following tutelage 
by professional musicians, including 
Livingston Taylor

Fair director Ross Silkman said the 
fling is the fair’s way of capping off its 
annual member drive. Though they accept 
memberships year-round, Silkman said the 
fling is the celebration following a three-
week push to remind residents that the fair 

is a membership-driven organization that 
needs support.

The event, which begins at 5:30 p.m., 
will include a barbecue dinner and alcohol 
will be available for purchase, Silkman 
said.

Scott will also be performing at the 
fair this summer, but the fling is her 
reintroduction to the community after 
a winter’s absence. “It’s kind of Julia’s 
return to Haines after being gone, so we 
are excited for that,” Silkman said.

A one-year membership is $75, which 
includes a four-day pass to the fair in July. 
Fling tickets are $10 for non-members. 

The fundraising film festival LUNAFEST returns 
to Harriett Hall 5:30 p.m. April 18, with proceeds 
benefiting the Breast Cancer Fund and Haines Cancer 
Travel Fund.

While the festival is described by sponsor LUNA, 
a nutrition bar company, as being “by, for and about 
women,” Southeast Alaska State Fair director Ross 
Silkman said the films don’t only appeal to viewers 
with two X chromosomes.

 “We try to put a spin on it and bill it as, ‘by, for, and 
about women, but of interest to all,’” Silkman said.

The festival, which features nine short films, is 
hosted by the fair and Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium’s Wisewoman program. The films 
range in tone from humorous to dramatic and cover 
topics including health, motherhood, body image 
and aging.

Silkman described several of the films’ subjects: 
a woman undergoing chemotherapy who turns her 
baldness into a canvass for self-expression, a gymnast 
selected to participate in an elite training camp, and 
how the founder of Terry Bicycles revolutionized 
cycling by specifically designing bike frames for 
women’s bodies.

Last year, 75 to 100 people attended the festival, 
which raised more than $1,400. The majority of 
the proceeds went to the local cancer travel fund, 
Silkman said.

Pam Sloper is organizing the event’s silent auction, 
which will feature donated local art and services. 
Attendees will be able to bid on the items before the 
films start and during intermission, and winners will 
be determined by the end of the show.

Sloper said she auctioned off about 30 to 35 items 
last year. To donate an item or service to the auction, 
call Sloper at 766-6367.

Tickets include a dinner of Moroccan lentils, rice, 
green salad, bread and dessert. Alcohol will not be 
served.

Tickets purchased in advance are $10 for students, 
$12 for adults and $40 for a family, and $15 at the 
door. They are available at the Babbling Book and 
the fair office.

Film festival
set for April 18

The library’s unveiling of the 
Chilkat Valley Storyboard Monday 
will include a presentation by 
author Thomas Thornton, “the 
guru of Southeast Alaska place 
names.”	

Library director Patty Brown 
said Thornton, who currently 
works at Oxford University, will 
speak about the importance of 
Tlingit place name preservation. 
Thornton’s presentation coincides 
wi th  the  unvei l ing of  the 
storyboard, an interactive exhibit 
meant to educate users about local 
history. It will be housed in the 
library’s community area.

The storyboard, consisting of 
a 40-inch touch screen inlaid 
on a table, will display a map 
which users can touch to activate 
audio, video, and photographic 
displays. The map includes 30 
places between Haines and Haines 
Junction, Y.T.

“This is a huge event. This has 
taken a lot of community and 
staff time to make this happen,” 
Brown said.

The project is supported by the 
Chilkoot Indian Association as 
part of the “Crossing Boundaries 
through Communication” project, 
and is funded by an Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
grant.

The event begins at 5:30 p.m. 
as an open house. Traditional 
and local food will be provided. 
A short video demonstration of 
how the storyboard works will 
precede Thornton’s presentation 
at 6:30 p.m.

Four Haines acts are traveling 
to Juneau next week for the 39th 
annual Juneau Folk Fest.

First up during the week-long 
festival is Lunchmeat and the 
Pimentos from 9:20 to 10:10 p.m. 
Friday, April 12 at the Juneau Arts 
and Culture Center (JACC). 

Consisting of Eric Holle 
(five-string banjo and violin), 
Kip Kermoian (guitar), Gregg 
Bigsby (acoustic bass), John 
Hunt (trombone), Colette Costa 
(vocals) and Clay Good (drums), 
Lunchmeat and the Pimentos 
bring toe-tapping polka, swing 

and dance beats to the stage.
The group first traveled to the 

festival 23 years ago, Holle said. 
Holle said the group has made the 
trek to Juneau about 10 times to 
“keep our fans happy.”

“It’s a very egalitarian folk 
festival, because almost anyone 
-- whether they suck or whether 
they’re great -- can get 15 minutes 
on the main stage. Or if you’re a 
band and you play danceable stuff, 
you can do a dance set for an hour 
next door,” Holle said.

Julia Scott and the Perpetual 
Beer Run take the stage after 

Lunchmeat and the Pimentos, 
from 11:40 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at 
the JACC.

Sweet Sunny North (Len 
Feldman, Jim Wolfe, Katya 
Kirsch and Carol Ann Wolfe) have 
the late-night dance spot Saturday, 
April 13, from 11:40 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. The band brings “tasty old-
time tunes to dance through snow 
drifts and into the spring.”

Bassoonist  Sylvia Heinz 
will perform solo at 2:45 p.m. 
Saturday, April 13, at Centennial 
Hall. Her combination of the 
bassoon with murder ballads 
“creates a haunting rendition of 
traditional tunes.”

John Hunt will also perform 
separately from Lunchmeat 
and the Pimentos at 12:45 p.m. 
Sunday at Centennial Hall.

The event is free.

Unveiling of
‘storyboard’
on Monday

The Sheldon Museum will kick 
off its annual Six Week Spotlight 
Series April 19 with an exhibit 
by local photographer and digital 
artist Bill McRoberts.

McRoberts’ photographic 
collages and displays have 
appeared around town at the bank 
and eagle foundation, museum 
director Jerrie Clarke said. Much 
of his work involves images of 
bears and eagles.

The Spotlight Series highlights 
a different artist ever six weeks 
from April through summer.

Compiled by Karen Garcia 
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Haines Port and Harbor Trash and Recycling
Over the calendar year 2012 the Haines Harbor Department has spent $35,484.79 
on trash for the Portage Cove Small Boat Harbor. In an effort to avoid charging 
a surcharge on trash at the Harbor and to encourage recycling, the Harbor will 
engage in a single stream recycling program. We would ask that all harbor users 
take advantage of this opportunity so we can cut costs and help our environment. 
The single stream recycling program will accept clean and dry paper and card-
board, newsprint, magazines, cereal boxes, tissues boxes, offi ce paper, junk mail, 
envelopes, gift wrap and corrugated cardboard. In addition, the same dumpster 
will accept aluminum cans, tin cans, clean foil, bimetal cans, bottles, jars, plastic 
beverage containers, milk jugs, shampoo bottles, food storage containers, clean-
ing product bottles, glass jars and bottles.

If the Haines Harbors can keep these recyclable waste streams from our other 
trash dumpsters it will signifi cantly reduce our costs and may avoid a surcharge to 
harbor bills for garbage. Please help us to help keep the harbors clean and your 
bills low. Thank you,

Haines Harbor Department

Haines Borough 
Public Notice

Nonprofits & Community Organizations Requests 
for FY14 Public Funds

The assembly will address the FY14 budget very soon and will once again con-
sider granting public funds to community/nonprofi t organizations.
Requests for funding should be based on the time period from 7/1/2013 thru 
6/30/2014. Applications must follow a required format available from the bor-
ough clerk’s offi  ce or online at www.hainesalaska.gov Submit requests directly to 
the clerk at 103 Third Ave. S., P.O. Box 1209, or jcozzi@haines.ak.us. Applica-
tion deadline; June 1st. For more information call 766-2231 ext. 31.

766-2444

    Harbor Bar March Hours  
  Mon. - Sat open at 6 p.m.           

8 Ball Pool Tournament Monday cash Prizes
9 Ball pool tournament Tuesday cash Prizes

World Tavern Poker Wed & Fri. - 7 & 10 p.m.
Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.

Saturday April 6 Birthday Karaoke - 9 p.m.

        Closed for the season

close 9 p.m. (or later)

By Tom Morphet
A man who sued the Haines 

Borough over his son’s drowning 
at Port Chilkoot Dock beach said 
this week he brought the suit 
because of concerns about the 
police investigation of the death 
and indifference from borough 
officials.

 “That would have saved his life 
if they had just put a sign up. To 
this day, there isn’t a sign there. 
That’s how much they respect 
my son,” said Larry Williamson. 
“This is our last resort for any kind 
of attention from the borough. We 
never hired a lawyer in our lives. 
We’re not those kinds of people. 
This lawsuit should have never 
happened. All we wanted is to 
get some answers and to have 
the borough make changes so 
someone else’s life isn’t ruined, 
like ours.”

 Specifically, Haines police 
never explained to him why his 
son – who disliked swimming 
– tried to swim from the beach 
to the dock’s lightering float on 
May 29, 2010, a sunny, Saturday 
afternoon.  Andrew Williamson, 
14, was swimming with two other 
youths at the time, including one 
who made it to the float. After 
Williamson and another youth 
turned back, Williamson went 
under.

 Williamson said his family 
received only an initial, two-page 
police incident report by former 
officer Kevin Kennedy, mailed to 
his family in December 2010.

Williamson said he also was 
concerned that changes weren’t 
made to signage or through other 

means to make the lightering float 
off limits to youths. After the 
accident, the borough installed life 
rings along the dock and, at least 
for a time, posted the lightering 
float as off limits.

Williamson filed suit May 
23, 2012, seeking more than $1 
million and charging the borough 
with gross negligence. Williamson 
and wife Chetra moved to Florida 
after the accident. He was in 
town this week as attorneys 
took depositions from residents 
involved in the matter.

 “We don’t want to hurt the 
town or belittle anybody. We just 
want people to know how we were 
dealt with,” Williamson said.

Williamson said that in the 
weeks after the accident, he raised 
questions about the death. This 
week he provided an Aug. 16, 
2010 letter he wrote to then-mayor 
Jan Hill and borough assembly 
members, voicing those concerns. 

 “My wife and I are grieved 
by the apparent unwillingness of 
the borough assembly persons, 
staff and officials to address 
our questions and issues about 
(the lightering float). Despite 
our efforts since last May, there 
continue to be basic unanswered 
questions that should have been 
asked of the boys swimming with 
Andrew and some of the fifty or so 
people on the beach at the time,” 
Williamson wrote in a letter sent 
certified mail.

“There is no way we have 
any reasonable  chance  of 
closure of Andrew’s death with 
the continuing silence of the 
borough,” Williamson wrote.

“Not one of them even gave 
us the courtesy of a phone call,” 
Williamson said this week. “Not 
even one. You’d think one would 
have the decency to say, ‘We’ll 
get to the bottom of this.’ We 
were completely stonewalled. 
Ignored.”

Williamson also wrote to mayor 
Stephanie Scott in April 2012. 
Scott said this week she sent 
Williamson a note of condolence, 
without engaging him further, as 
he was already threatening a suit 
at that time.  Williamson said 
he decided to sue only after his 
attorney visited here last May.

After sending the August 2010 
letter, borough assembly members 
turned a cold shoulder to him, 
Williamson said this week.  “They 
didn’t want to talk to me about it. 
I thought, ‘This is not right. You 
can’t treat people this way.’ It was 
an ongoing nightmare. We were so 
disrespected and blown off by the 
police. We couldn’t believe it. We 
were in shock.”

 Williamson said he heard 
rumors, including that someone 
was throwing youths’ hats in the 
water, forcing them to swim to 
retrieve them.  He said he had 
several phone conversations with 
police chief Gary Lowe, who 
came to Williamson’s house for 

a discussion in October.  But 
at the meeting, Lowe seemed 
more interested in discussing 
Williamson’s mental condition 
than the facts of the case, 
Williamson said.

  “(Lowe) asked me if I had 
reason to believe it was something 
other than an accident. Sure it 
was an accident. A car crash is 
an accident, but it occurs for a 
reason,” Williamson said this 
week. He said he hadn’t attempted 
to get more details on what 
happened from the other youths 
involved because that would have 
been inappropriate, as it’s the role 

of police.
 Earnest this week declined 

to say whether borough officials 
had been advised by attorneys 
or others to not speak with 
Wil l iamson fo l lowing  the 
accident. He said the municipality 
is improving how it responds to 
citizen concerns.  

 Following a recent swimming 
fatality at Auke Lake in Juneau, 
po l ice  conducted  a  broad 
investigation, resulting in new 
rules for users. Something akin to 
that should have happened here, 
Williamson said.

HARPISTS PERFORM -- Diana Stork, left, and Portia Diwa play harps March 26 at the Haines 
Borough Public Library. The show included a presentation about harps and harp history. About 40 
residents attended. Matt Davis photo.  

Williamson says borough indifference led to lawsuit

By Krista Kielsmeier
Basketball action in Juneau last 

month included the Mike Jackson 
Memorial HoopTime Shootout, 
which featured “B” and “C” youth 
teams from Haines.

Top finishes for the Glacier 
Bears were second place for the 
“B” boys and third place for the 
“B” girls.

All-tournament honorees for 
Haines included seventh-graders 
Dalton Klinger and Dylan Swinton 
and eighth-grader Charlie Bower 
in boys’ “B;” seventh-grader 
Garrett Ripley in boys’ “C;” 
eighth-graders Bozhi Sebens 
and Olivia Wing in girls’ “B;” 
and sixth-grader Lili Benassi in 
girls’ “C.”

Teams from Hoonah, Petersburg 
and Sitka also made the trip to 
Juneau for the event.

Ralph Swinton,  who has 
coached the boys along with his 
wife, Sarah, and James Sage, 
noted the “B” team didn’t place 
at its first Juneau tournament 
this season, and showed great 
improvement on the way to runner-
up status. The “B” team defeated 
teams from Sitka and Hoonah to 
reach the championship, before 

falling to a Juneau squad.
Swinton said he is “pretty 

excited” to see some of the boys 
play at a higher level next year.

“I think there will be five or six 
kids moving up to high school,” 
he said. “They have been a great 
group to have in the program.”

Swinton said the “C” athletes 
gained valuable experience in 
their first out-of-town tournament.

Lori Giddings coached the girls, 
with support from Brian O’Riley 
when he wasn’t competing at 
the Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament. Giddings said the 
“B” girls lost by one point against 
Hoonah, a nail biter that kept 
the Glacier Bears out of the 
championship game.

“I  th ink i t  was  a  tough 
tournament for the ‘B’ team, but 
they played hard and didn’t give 
up,” she said. “I’m real proud of 
the girls.”

Giddings said the “C” team 
remained enthusiastic while facing 
teams that have participated in 
more competitions, and she said a 
highlight was taking an early lead 
in one game.

The event was the season finale 
for Chilkat Valley hoop teams.

Haines teams play
at HoopTime series
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Hill: Bring abuse issue ‘into people’s faces’

Jackie Mazeikas speaks at the ANB Hall last week. 

Pioneer Bar 

 OPEN
Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon 

7a - 2p, 5p - 8p
Closed Tues Wed Thurs

BAMBOO ROOM 
R e s ta u ra n t

AK Heliskiing 
Party

SALEM
Saturday 
@ 9 p.m.
$3 cover charge
Bar open daily 

at 5 p.m.

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile 
         Roadhouse

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

By Tom Morphet
Ruth Fairall said that when 

she was 8 years old and for the 
following three years, she was 
sexually abused by an older 
brother.

 Fairall, 78, told her story at last 
week’s “March for Respect” event 
Thursday at the Haines ANB Hall. 
Fairall said her brother threatened 
her and that she didn’t bring 
the abuse to the attention of her 
parents because they were already 
having problems. “I thought it 
would break up the family. I was 
a fixer,” she said.

  The abuse stopped when 
her family moved and living 
arrangements changed, Fairall 
said. She found solace in religion. 
“As I got older I realized the Lord 
was my protector… You survive.”

 Fairall, who has difficulty 
walking, said she completed the 
march down Main Street in hopes 
that no one should have to relive 
her experience.

 “We need to be teaching 
children from the time they’re 
2, to respect everything and 
everyone and never touch anyone 
unless they want to be touched. 
That includes hitting and socking 
and everything else,” she said.

 Sexual abuse of children 
remains a problem in Alaska. 
According to a 2010 “victimization 

survey” conducted by the state,  
74 percent of the victims of sexual 
crimes in Alaska State Troopers 
reports were under 18 years old. 
The report also found that rape 
occurs in Alaska at a rate of 2.5 
times the national average.

About 25 residents turned out 
to march and hear speeches at 
the ANB Hall on domestic abuse, 
defined as domestic violence, and 
abuse of elders and children.  

 “We l ive in  a  beaut i ful 
place, but bad things happen 
here all the time,” said former 
Haines Borough mayor Jan Hill. 
“(Domestic violence) doesn’t 
have to happen.”

Hill called abuse “one of those 
issues we need to get into people’s 
faces about. We can’t sit back and 
hope that other people are going 
to do something about it. We all 
need to be involved.”

 Jackie Mazeikas heads up a 
domestic violence awareness 
office in Haines. She said that in 
the past month she helped three 
people leave situations where they 
suffered physical abuse, and that 
she helps about a dozen people 
– plus several children – leave 
Haines every year because of it.

 “I receive numerous phone 
calls weekly from parents, 
grandparents and individuals 
seeking information on domestic 

violence and sexual abuse,” 
Mazeikas said, estimating that 
four to six people stop by her 
Main Street office every week 
for personal discussions about the 
topic.

 Assistant District Attorney 
Amy Williams spoke of the need 
for a continuing commitment 
from the community to address 
the problem of abuse. Stopping 
the cycle requires supporting 
victims and treating offenders, 
she said. “The entire process 
requires that we come together as 
a community.”

 Chilkat elder Joe Hotch 
also addressed the need for 
compassion. “The person who’s 
doing the abusing needs help, 
too, more than the person who’s 
being abused.” He said respect is 
at the top of values held by Tlingit 
and Haida peoples. “I have to be 
concerned right now, and not wait 
for it to come to my door.”

Mazeikas can be reached at 
her office, #27 in the Gateway 
Building on Main Street. The 
number there is 766-6382. A free, 
24-hour helpline can be reached at 
1-877-294-0074.

Two dozen ‘March for Respect’

Statics show that an estimated 3 million children witness vio-
lence in their homes each year. This does not include the violence 
they are exposed to on TV, the computer, texting, at school and in 
the community. Exposure to violence at an early age can damage 
the brain and effect the way a child handles life experiences.

According to “First Impressions-Exposure to Violence and a 
Child’s Developing Brain “produced by California Attorney Gen-
eral’s Offi ce. At the time of birth, a child’s brain is a blank slate, 
undeveloped, waiting to learn new experiences. It records and 
stores every new sight, sound and touch. A child’s brain will mir-
ror what it has been exposed to. If a child is exposed to yelling, 
screaming and violence from infancy, his brain will store and reg-
ister that violence in his memory bank. This violence has become 
what is “normal” for the child. It is how love is portrayed. Being 
around it continually can affect a child, both physically and emo-
tionally. The child can become chronically stressed and fearful, 
always in a survival mode. The child may become overly focused 
on survival and they may have great diffi culty in making friends 
and keeping relationships. Other symptoms of children exposed 
to violence may include:

•    Depression, feelings of hopelessness and helplessness.
•    Withdrawn, low self esteem and temperament problems.
•    Feelings of anxiety, fear or rage.
•    Acting defi nite or aggressive, showing no remorse, no empathy.
•    Actually showing glee when tormenting another person.
•    Diffi culty in participating in everyday activities at school and 
play.
•    Disruptive and uncontrollable behavior.
•    Poor attention span.
•    Nightmares, change in sleeping habits, bedwetting.

Children exposed to violence are at greater risk of becoming of-
fenders themselves. Statistics show that when children are abused 
or neglected, they are 59% more likely to be arrested for juvenile 
crimes. As adults, they are 28% more likely to be arrested.

THE EFFECTS OF DOMESTIC 

By Jackie Mazeikas, DV/SA Educator

SEARHC Domestic Violence Prevention Initiative 
Jackie Mazeikas, DV/SA Educator

766-6382

Community 
Family Services 

766-6313

If you know of someone that has 
been raised in a violent environment, 
you may open the door of commu-
nication by validating their feelings 
and giving reassurance that no one 
deserves abuse or violence. We can 
all model what a healthy, loving, sup-
portive family is like.

If you have questions or need ad-
ditional information, please do not 
hesitate to call.

VIOLENCE ON CHILDREN

DEADLINE
for appeals of 
Real Property 
Assements is 
5 p.m. April 15

766-2231

Alaska Wildlife Troopers 
leveled 28 charges against a 
63-year-old local man this week 
for allegedly falsifying his 
residency to obtain hunting and 
fishing privileges.

The man, who according to 
court documents claims residency 

at 8.5 Mile Lutak Road, used the 
Lutak address to acquire an Alaska 
driver’s license and various 
hunting and fishing licenses, 
permits and tags between 2009 
and 2012.

The man also claimed residency 
in Shelby County, Ind., to obtain 
a property tax reduction under 
a claim of homestead family 
residence. Wildlife trooper Ken 
VanSpronsen said he has been 

in contact with Indiana law 
enforcement, but doesn’t know 
if they will file separate charges.

V a n S p r o n s e n  b e g a n 
investigating the man in December.

A l l  2 8  c h a r g e s  a r e 
misdemeanors, but some carry 
heavier maximum penalties than 
others. VanSpronsen said while the 
penalties range from a maximum 
of 90 days in jail and $1,000 in 
fines for lesser charges to a year in 
jail and $10,000 in fines for more 
grievous ones, these types of cases 
usually result in a lot of fines but 
minimal jail time, if any.

The falsification of residency 
documents to illegally obtain 
hunting and fishing privileges is a 
resource issue, in addition to being 
an economic one, he said.

By imposing a  f inancial 
“penalty” for non-residents to 
come hunt and fish in Alaska 
though increased fees, the state 
is protecting resources for the 
use of residents. Residency laws 
help keep hunting and fishing 
pressure down on certain species, 
VanSpronsen said.

“If we allowed everybody the 
same access, (certain species 
would) be wiped out within a 
generation,” he said.

VanSpronsen  sa id  he  i s 
handling about a half-dozen 
similar residency cases right now, 
including some involving more 
charges than this one.

Residency claim leads to charges 

Wood Fired Pizza 
at Dalton City

Beer 
& 

Wine 

766-3700    closed Sun. 

     Dine In or Take Out
5 pm - close  

Subscribe to the 
CHILKAT VALLEY 

NEWS
Local 

subscriptions
$44.31
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The Thunderbird Motel was demolished; a veterans’ home is planned for the site.

LOWE from page 1

Early rEgistration has startEd 
for the 19th Annual Kluane Chilkat International Bike Relay!  

raCE datE: JUnE 18, 2011
Put a bike team together to ride the Haines Road from Haines Junction, Yukon

 to Haines, Alaska.  Enter a solo, two-, four-, or eight-person team. 
Early (cheaper) registration ends May 13, 2011. 

all rEgistration mUst bE donE onlinE. 

For more information, go to www.kcibr.org

 for the 21st Annual Kluane Chilkat 
International Bike Relay RACE DATE: JUNE 15, 2013

Last year’s event sold out early. 
Register your team today!

ALL REGISTRATION 
MUST BE DONE 

ONLINE
21st YEAR!

whiterock nursery

FAA Road  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed Mondays

Fresh Produce Available NOW!
Large variety of  sprouts, microgreens, 
and lettuces

Fresh cucumbers coming Mother’s Day

“Against all odds”

INTERTIDAL COUNSELING
Confidential, Friendly, Professional

Liana Shull LCSW CDCI
314-0594

hostile work environment. This 
pattern of behavior is disturbing 
and I feel that it merits serious 
investigation,” according to the 
complainant. 

 Lowe said this week he 
received a copy of the complaint 
Wednesday and needed time to 
read and digest it. 

The police employee who 
brought the complaint  has 
declined to speak on the record 
about it, but four of the eight other 
police employees who work under 
Lowe this week told the Chilkat 
Valley News they believed the 
complaint and follow-up letter 
were generally true. A former 
department employee who lives 
in Haines and who worked under 
Lowe also said the allegations in 
the documents were true.

Two police employees declined 
to provide even an anonymous 
opinion on the matter and two 
others said they had not witnessed 
the alleged behaviors.

 The Haines Borough Assembly 
has talked about Lowe at three 
recent  meet ings  s ince  the 
complaint was filed, but has 
addressed Lowe’s behavior only 
in general terms.

 The initial complaint stems 
from an incident that occurred at 
the police station Feb. 15 and was 
reported to the borough by the 
complainant on the same day. The 
incident was witnessed by another 
police employee, according to the 
complainant. 

“While attempting to reason 
with Chief Lowe to clarify the 
usage of sick leave, I pointed out 
to him the Haines Borough code 
(2.990.10) that defined immediate 
family and 2nd-degree kindred. At 
no point did I raise my voice or 
conduct myself insubordinately,” 
the complainant wrote to borough 
manager Mark Earnest in a letter 
dated Feb. 16 and received at 
the borough Feb. 19. “However, 
Chief Lowe suddenly yelled at 
me. Using obscenities and in a 
booming voice he screamed, ‘Are 
you f--king going to argue with 
me about this?... I don’t f--king 
want to debate you about this!’”

 The complainant goes on to 
say, “As Lowe towers above me 
at over six feet tall, and his face, 
just inches from mine, was red and 
contorted while confronting me 
and knowing that he was armed, 
I was momentarily in fear of 
imminent physical injury.”

(The wording in the letter 
coincides with Alaska statute’s 
definition of assault in the fourth 
degree, which a person commits 
when “by words or other conduct 
that person recklessly places 
another person in fear of imminent 
physical injury.” Assault in 
the fourth degree is a Class A 
misdemeanor.) 

In the Feb. 16 written account of 
the initial complaint, the employee 
said Lowe apologized on the day 
of the incident, by phone message 
and email. “I do not believe he 
is sincere. The outburst is not an 
isolated incident within the Haines 
Borough Police Department. 
Many officers have stated they 
have been ‘at the receiving end’ 
of this very same behavior and 
many of us have witnessed or 
been victim to his sarcasm and 
demeaning comments and sexual 
innuendos.”

The complainant said Lowe 
has belittled multiple dispatchers 
about their jobs and personalities. 
“One dispatcher quit due to 
ongoing attacks on her abilities as 

a dispatcher and on her personal 
characteristics, and specifically 
due to (Lowe’s) unwillingness 
to accept her concerns over a 
disturbed officer (Cassandra 
McEwen),” the complainant 
wrote.

The complainant claims to have 
witnessed Lowe joking about a 
prisoner “with sexual undertones” 
regarding an employee who was 
handling a prisoner at the time.  
“(The employee) asked (Lowe) to 
cease, but (Lowe) continued on,” 
the complainant wrote.

 According to the letter, police 
staff members are concerned 
about their job security, “and have 
expressed trepidation at putting 
any of these incidents in writing. 
No one is confident that there 
will not be repercussions, even 
if promised there will not be, by 
those in authority or the union.”

By hiring Lowe as police chief, 
assembly members have given 
Lowe the power of lethal force 
over lives in the community, the 
complainant wrote. “This man 
should be held accountable and 

should be held to the highest 
standard of ethics and trust. I do 
not believe that these disturbing 
behaviors, which he has exhibited 
over the term of employment, 
have earned him such trust or 
proven such a high standard of 
ethics.”

Borough manager Mark Earnest 
in late February conducted an 
investigation into the original 
complaint  by interviewing 
four police officers and two 
dispatchers, but did not release the 
results of his investigation to the 
assembly or the public. Earnest 
also has declined to provide a 
copy of a job evaluation of Lowe 
he recently conducted. Earnest 
first responded to the complainant 
March 19, a month after its initial 
filing. 

Assembly  members  wi l l 
convene in a quasi-judicial 
hearing at  6 p.m. Thursday, April 
4 to evaluate Lowe’s ability “to 
perform duties and supervise the 
police department.” The meeting 
is closed to the public.  

 

“I can’t speak for anybody 
else, but it seems like there was a 
renewed interest in participating 
in this thing knowing there was 
a chance to do this privately,” 
Ford said.

According to the revised 
hearing procedure, a packet 
will be distributed to assembly 
members at the beginning of the 
hearing. It will contain a copy 
of Lowe’s contract, a section of 
borough code regarding the duties 
of the police chief, Earnest’s 
March 26 letter to Lowe (which 
put Lowe on administrative leave 
and told the chief he had lost the 
capacity to lead the department), 
Earnest’s March 12 report to the 
assembly on his investigation into 
the complaint, Earnest’s notes 
from interviews taken during his 
investigation and a copy of the 
original complaint.

Earnest also is required to 
submit a summary of “factual 
basis for his conclusion” that 
Lowe is not able to effectively 
lead the department. The summary 
does not need to be an elaborate 

statement, but should refer to 
particular examples from the 
interviews without disclosing 
the identities of sources, the 
document said.

Following the hearing, the 
assembly will issue “a formal 
decisional document” to be made 
public. This will likely occur one 
to two weeks after the hearing’s 
conclusion, according to the 
document.

E a r n e s t  i s s u e d  a  p r e s s 
release this week stating, “It is 
inappropriate for me to discuss 
this personnel matter further in 
advance of the hearing. I will not 
have any comment on the matter 
in advance of the hearing.

Mayor Scott said Lowe had 
expressed a desire to keep all 
hearings public. 

HEARING from page 1

By Pam Randles
There have been several 

recent sightings of “charismatic 
megafauna,” the name some give 
to the big, exciting mammals we 
all love to see.

 On March 7, several people 
sighted humpback whales and 
orcas in Portage Cove. Gina 
Randles and Korey Comstock 
saw the two whales quite close 
to the cruise ship dock. And early 
the same morning, a lucky family 
saw an orca cow and calf breach.

The orcas are likely transient 
ra ther  than res ident  ones . 
Residents tend to hunt in pods 
for fish. Transient orcas – the 
ones common to this area – are 
typically solitary and hunt sea 
mammals. Orcas often are seen 
here in spring, hunting sea lions 
and seals that feed on herring, 
hooligan and such “forage” fish.

 Several people have seen 
wolves along the Chilkat River. 
Heather Lende was out walking 
her dog and they were being 
watched by a black wolf on 
Pyramid Island. There was a 
pack of wolves howling on the 
far side of the river, as well. The 
black wolf loped up and down 
the beach as Heather watched for 
about 45 minutes. It seemed more 
interested in watching people than 
joining the pack.

Mike Dorris reports several 
recent sightings of a large brown 
bear that in previous years has 
toppled dumpsters on Beach 
Road, Fort Seward and in town. 

White-winged crossbills and 
red-breasted nuthatches have 
been numerous this winter. The 
crossed bills of the crossbills help 
them pry open cones to get the 
seeds. They are quite acrobatic 
in the conifers. Flocks of these 
birds along with pine siskins 
and redpolls are regular winter 
residents in Upper Lynn Canal.

Owls begin to stake out 
territories this time of year. Listen 
for the “boop-boop-boop” of the 
tiny pygmy owl. There was one 
in the tree above the museum 
recently and several in the woods 
above Piedad Road. The hoot of 
the pygmy owl sounds similar 
to that of the saw-whet owl but 
the pygmy’s “boops” are spaced 
farther apart.

Pygmy owls are no larger than 
a sparrow and yet they hunt small 
birds. A barred owl was also 
heard. A great grey owl flew very 
close to Margaret Sebens’ truck 
as she drove up the highway. It 
missed the truck and perched in a 
tree, unflustered while Margaret’s 
heart pounded. On her way back 
home, she saw a red fox.

Is it spring or not? On March 
1, there were some classic 
signs. Jansy Hansen saw two 
robins  in bright,  breeding 
plumage, pussy willows and 
skunk cabbage. Then we got 
another bout of cold weather. 

 Looking at the National 
Weather Service climate statistics 
for Haines, our temperatures have 
been lower and our rainfall has 
been less than normal, but the 
snowfall for March was higher 
than average.  

At least we have gotten some 
sunshine, despite the cold. 

If you enjoy watching birds, 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
is looking for citizen scientists for 
Project Feeder Watch. If you 
would be willing to watch your 
feeder for birds, go to www.birds.
cornell.edu or follow the link at 
www.takshanuk.org.

  Let us know what you are 
seeing. Go to www.takshanuk.
org to enter your observations or 
see what others have observe or 
email pam.randles@takshanuk.
org. or call 766-3542.

HAINES HEAD START
a FREE federally funded program

primarily for children of low-income families.

now enrolling children
for the 2013-14 school year

Children are age-eligible if they are 3 years old and 
not older than 5. Parents of children with disabilities 

are encouraged to apply. 
We provide

Applications and information are available at Head Start,
822 Spruce Grove Road. Stop in or call 766-2155.

After May 18, call 766-3397 or visit the regional office upstairs at Head Start

Great learning experiences • Child-friendly meals
Partnerships with parents • Developmental screenings

Health referrals and education

Wild Things

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed 
April 11 to 15

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009
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DULY  from page 2

McNamara came here to fly, operate own business    

Gene McNamara 

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30

CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

766-2320

HARASSING WILDLIFE
	 When	you	encounter	wildlife	in	Alaska	it’s	okay	to	enjoy	
them,	but	not	to	bother	them.	Whether	you’re	on	foot,	riding	
a	mountain	bike,	fl	ying	an	airplane	or	driving	a	car,	boat,	
fourwheeler,	snowmachine	or	whatever	kind	of	transporta-
tion,	it	 is	never	legal	to	chase	wild	animals.	Chasing	ani-
mals	can	make	them	aggressive,	cause	them	to	burn	up	
vital	energy	or	cause	injury	or	death.	Never	throw	rocks	or	
anything	else	at	wild	animals	and	never	try	to	scare	them.
	 Alaska	Fish	and	Wildlife	Safeguard	is	a	group	of	private	
citizens	dedicated	to	protecting	our	state’s	fi	sh	and	wildlife.	
If	you	think	you	have	seen	a	hunting	or	fi	shing	violation,	
report	 it.	Call	1-800-478-3377.	You	may	be	eligible	 for	a	
reward.	Help	make	Alaska	a	better	place.	 “Know	Before	
You	Go.”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

STUMP COMPANYThe

you	do

the	ma
th

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord	Split	&	Delivered	
$650/5-cord	load	of	logs	delivered	(green)

SPRING HOURS:  10 - 5:30  TUES - Fri 
10 - 4 Sat
Closed Sun & MON

Open for the Season

766-2869 
24 portage st

Saturdays 10 - 2

25% off in stock items
Saturday April 6th

Bikes are our business! 

Celebrating 25 years as your 
home town bike shop

Ramsey and daughter Lily met 
up with former resident Gayle 
Murray, who flew over from 
her home on the Big Island to 
visit. Bands performed at each 
of the yoga classes, which led 
to the natural blending of dance 
and yoga. Hawaii was a stop 
following the family’s two-month 
vacation on the south island of 
New Zealand. They traveled 
by camper van and worked as 
volunteers on organic farms. 
They also visited 32 different 
playgrounds and said they were 
impressed with a toy library 
program, where families could 
rent toys and play equipment for 
$1 per week.

 Heather Lende, daughters 
J.J. Lende and Sarah Elliott, 

Longtime Haines insurance 
broker and KHNS host Eugene 
McNamara died Feb. 20 in Sun 
City, Ariz. He was 90. 

Son Jeff McNamara said the 
cause was old age. “He fell asleep 
and didn’t wake up.” 

McNamara requested no 
service, but on St. Patrick’s Day 
the family gathered for a Gaelic 
poetry reading and released 
balloons at his daughter’s house 
in Phoenix. 

His ashes will be scattered in 
Puget Sound and near the beach 
at Seattle’s Sand Point where 

McNamara, a former Navy pilot, 
once made headlines by safely 
crash-landing a Navy B-28 after 
one of its propellers failed.

Gene and Neila McNamara 
came to Haines from Seattle in 
1975 after the youngest of their 
three children graduated from 
high school there. Gene bought 
the Chilkoot Insurance Agency 
serving Haines and Skagway and 
later added a Juneau office.

He sold the business in 2004 
and retired to Arizona. As an 
insurance agent in Seattle he had 
worked with Alaskans since 1955 
and came north to own his own 

business and pursue his main 
hobby – flying – the family said. 
He flew a Beechcraft Sundowner 
between the Lynn Canal offices, 
often accompanied by his wife 
and their Scottie, Stewie. “He 
was like their fourth child and was 
famous for tearing up the inside of 
the airplane,” Jeff said.

Paula Martin worked for 
McNamara in Haines for 30 years. 
“He was an easy person to work 
with. He never fussed about stuff, 
was real down to earth, and liked a 
good joke.” She also said he was 
a good insurance salesman who 
cared about the community. “He 
didn’t put pressure on anybody. 
Everybody knew Gene. He loved 
people and people responded to 
him.”

“I’m Gene,” was how he 
introduced himself on his long-
running “Melodies and Memories” 
program radio show. “He paired 
Broadway show tunes with soft 
rock, Rod Stewart with Benny 
Goodman, America with Judy 
Garland, and he made it all work. 
People really connected with 
his passion,” program director 
Amelia Nash said. McNamara 
continued to produce shows for 
KHNS from Arizona for several 
years after leaving Haines.

For years after moving to 
Haines, McNamara wore a tie and 
wing-tipped shoes to work every 
day, said daughter Patty Chisom. 
“He was Mr. Brooks Brothers. He 

was very un-Haines-like.”
Eugene McNamara was born 

Nov. 26, 1922 in Arlington, Mass., 
the second of seven children 
born to John F. McNamara and 
Florence Riorden McNamara. He 
grew up in Garden City, N.Y. and 
was a Golden Gloves boxer in his 
youth. His father, an advertising 
agent and editor, died when Gene 
was 12. His parents’ purchase 
of an insurance policy enabled 
Gene’s mother to care for her 
family, and inspired Gene’s choice 
of career, his son said.

Gene met Neila Canon in 
Bellingham and they married on 
August 17, 1944.   Gene’s father 
had been a military pilot in World 
War I and after his older brother 
joined the Army Air Corps, Gene 

joined the Navy and became a 
fighter pilot, serving in the Pacific 
Theater in World War II. He was 
later a squadron commander in 
the Korean conflict. The family 
settled in Seattle, where Gene 
sold insurance and was reserve 
commander at the Sand Point 
Naval Station for many years, his 
son Jeff said.  

As a child Jeff McNamara said 
he helped his father spiff up his 
Navy uniform. “Before he went 
to inspect the troops, I’d polish 
his sword and shine his shoes. 
He’d fly his squadron right over 
our house. The neighbors would 
complain because it’d rattle the 
windows for 20 blocks.” 

Jeff McNamara said his father 
taught him golf using Navy slang. 
“I learned to swear golfing with 
my Dad. He could string them 
together like no one else.”

McNamara’s radio sign off was 
much gentler. “So long,” he said 
at the end of every show, “Now 
you’re on your own.”

McNamara is survived by 
sisters Jane and Brenda, and 
three children, Patty Chisom 
of Phoenix, John F. McNamara 
of Belfair, Wash. and Jeff C. 
McNamara of Seattle; five 
grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild.

Cards may be sent to Neila, 
his wife of 68 years, at 18602 
N. Twilight Way, Surprise, AZ 
85374.  

and granddaughters Caroline 
and Ivy Elliott, spent a week 
together at a Hawaii resort on the 
island of Oahu. Sarah says they 
spent lazy mornings at the beach, 
followed by naps and afternoons 
around the kids’ pool with the 
girls. They crossed paths with 
Sarah’s husband Brian Elliott 
in the Seattle airport. Brian was 
on his way to Arizona for a 
week of spring training baseball 
games and golf with friends Jesse 
McGraw, Karl Heinz and Aaron 
Thomas.

 The Haines Sportsman’s 
Association sponsored a free 
Easter  egg shoot  over  the 
weekend. Organizers Shane and 
Janis Horton said that shooters 
ages 6 to 70, including 16 youths, 
participated. Shane and Rocky 
Hickman set up six-dozen dyed 
Easter eggs along the targets, as 
well as balloons and tiny chocolate 
bunnies for the precision shooters. 
Every egg shot on the range 
entitled participants to pick a 

plastic egg stuffed with candy 
and prizes like fishing lures and 
coffee coins. According to Shane, 
“everyone had a great time and the 
birds got a free lunch.”

 About 50 residents ages 50 
to 80 gathered Saturday at the 
Senior Center to learn about 
“aging in place.” They heard from 
representatives who spoke about 
housing, health and in-home care. 
Presenters included Dr. Julia 
Heinz, Senior Village manager 
Anne  Hanssen ,  Veteran’s 
Home supporter Mike Case and 
HAL manager Vince Hansen. 
Organizer Diane Sly, 63, says her 
motivation “was to become well-
informed on aging in Haines.” A 
leading issue at the meeting was 
the frustration older residents 
experience when they are bermed 
in by snowplows, she said. “It was 
the No. 1 action item that came out 
of the meeting. The plows come 
at night and in the morning, (and) 
there you are with a wall of ice.” 
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Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy. 	Call	(907)789-0555
	Fax	(907)789-8460
2103	N.	Jordan	Ave
	Juneau,	AK	99801

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Assembly
 
At 6:30pm, on Tuesday, April 9, 
2013, in the Assembly Chambers 
at the Public Safety Building, 
public hearings are scheduled for 
the following:

Ordinance 13-03-316
(First Hearing)
An ordinance of the Haines Borough 
amending Haines Borough Code 
Section 3.60.160(D) to clarify the 
wage and bonding requirements 
for public construction projects 
and to change the project amount 
that is subject to minimum wage 
rates to match the state’s increase 
from $2,000 to $25,000.

Ordinance 13-03-317
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 2, Section 2.10.200(B) 
to remove the requirement for 
assembly approval in order 
for a member to participate by 
teleconference and to clarify cost 
responsibility.

Ordinance 13-03-318
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough Code 
Title 3, Chapter 3.33 to correct the 
name of the Port Chilkoot Dock 
Enterprise Fund.

Ordinance 13-03-319
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 3, Section 3.04.010 
to stipulate school district budget 
submittal and appropriation dates.

Ordinance 13-03-320
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough determining whether 
foreclosed properties deeded to 
the borough shall be retained for 
a public purpose or sold.

Ordinance 13-03-321
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 7, Section 7.08.010 to 
discontinue the Fire Service Area 
#1 Board.

More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
gov.  Oral comments may be made 
at the public hearings or you can 
send written comments to P.O. 
Box 1209, Haines, AK  99827 or 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us.
 

Posted 4/1/2013
Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Truthfulness
and Sincerity have 

always been the 
ornament of a man’s 
character, and so 

they shall 
ever be.”
~Baha’u’llah

Chilkat Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

“From the border to the bay...”

   

“Let love and faithfulness   
 never leave you.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Proverbs 3:3

34 26 .5 T
39 27 0 0
40 25 0 0
39 25 .03 0
38 25 .01 0
44 33 .13 1.0
35 31 .3 T

Date High Low Rain Snow
Mar 26
Mar 27 
Mar 28 
Mar 29
Mar 30
Mar 31
Apr  1

WEATHER
In Town

Dalton Cache

41 29 .34 3.2
36 10 0 0
35 11 0 0
35 11 0 0
37 16 T T
42 23 0 0
41 23 .05 1.0

Date High Low Rain Snow

Mar 26
Mar 27 
Mar 28 
Mar 29
Mar 30
Mar 31
Apr  1

Police report

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 7893127

Free 16 word 
classifieds for 
garage sales

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

Spring Hours 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Tuesday, April 2
  Police responded to a call 
at the Chilkat Cruises dock 
from a person with a self-
inflicted wound. The person was 
transported to the clinic.
   A Chilkoot Subdivision resident 
reported drivers not stopping at 
a stop sign.
  A caller reported a female 
needing assistance to walk 
as she was falling down in 
the Beach Road area. Police 
responded and found the female 
was intoxicated. A case was 
initiated for probation violation.
  A woman was arrested on 
driving under the influence 
charges.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign.
Monday, April 1
  A caller reported two large 
moose walking on the Haines 
Highway between Fair Drive and 
the school. An officer responded 
and followed the moose tracks, 
but was unable to locate the 
moose.
 Police received an anonymous 
report of drug activity.
   A Haines Animal Rescue 
Kennel employee attempting to 
pick up a chocolate lab at large 
reported the dog had been taken 
by men who could not identify it 
as theirs. An officer was advised.
    An officer was advised of a 
report that a person was driving 
an unregistered vehicle.
     An officer was advised of a 
report that trash was thrown into 
a recycling dumpster.

Sunday, March 31
       Troopers were notified of an 
abandoned vehicle near 12 Mile 
Haines Highway. The owners 
were contacted and said the 
vehicle was broken and they 
were trying to get it back home.
    Dispatch received a report of 
a horse loose at 3 Mile Haines 
Highway. An officer was able 
to put the horse back in its pen 
and a message was left for the 
owner.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for speeding.
Saturday, March 30
     A person reported a domestic 
violence assault at 6 Mile Mud 
Bay Road. The repor t was 
referred to troopers, but police 
were asked to assist.
Friday, March 29
  Police investigated a report of 
white smoke coming off a roof 
in the Young Road area. Police 
determined everything was fine.
  A caller reported a vehicle 
located in the school parking 
lot was headed out the Haines 
Highway in a reckless manner.
  A traffic stop resulted in a verbal 
warning for defective taillight.
Thursday, March 28
  A caller reported a moose 
cow and calf in the wooded 
area behind the school and 
expressed concern for children 
going to school. Police checked 
the area, but the moose had left.
   Public works personnel were 
advised of possible freezing of 
a water main near Young Road 
after a caller reported she was 

experiencing diminished water 
pressure.
  Police initiated a case for a 
reported domestic dispute in a 
downtown apartment building.
  Police initiated a case for a 
reported sexual abuse of a minor 
in the Haines area.
     A caller reported a suspicious 
woman at a downtown business 
exhibiting possible paranoid 
and delusional behaviors and 
speech. Police responded and 
concluded the female was not a 
danger to herself or others.
  A caller reported a possible 
drunk driver driving recklessly 
and nearly hitting a building. 
Police responded but were 
unable to substantiate the claim.
     A woman requested ministerial 
assistance for her family that 
had been evicted from their 
residence and had no means 
or place to stay. The Salvation 
Army provided several options, 
and other ministerial services 
were contacted.
   Troopers arrested a person on 
a warrant for failure to appear 
in court.
   A man requested a welfare 
check on his daughter who had 
not answered his phone calls. 
He expressed concern there 
might be unauthorized people 
at her residence. Police advised 
the caller no one was home, but 
they found the daughter’s vehicle 
elsewhere.
  Police initiated a criminal 
mischief case after a caller 
reported a man had broken a 

windshield in a downtown bar’s 
parking lot.
  Traffic stops resulted in two 
verbal warnings for defective 
brake light and failure to carry 
registration. One resulted in 
a citation for failure to carry 
insurance.
Wednesday, March 27
  A message was left with a 
vehicle owner who had parked 
his car in a Haines Highway 
business parking lot for a long 
time.
    A caller reported a vehicle was 
being operated by a driver with 
a canceled license. The caller 
described the vehicle and said 
it was heading down the Haines 
Highway toward town. Police 
located the vehicle but confirmed 
it was not driven by the person 
named in the report.
  A caller reported a reckless 
driver in a red pickup truck 
driving down Lutak Road. The 
driver caused the caller to pull 
over, as the vehicle in question 
nearly hit him. Police responded 
but were unable to apprehend 
the driver.
Tuesday, March 26
     A call-in alarm was received 
for the water plant. Officials were 
advised.
      Dispatch received 25 medical 
calls and four canine calls.

 Repeated water main failures 
along Allen Road have public 
facilities director Carlos Jimenez 
urging the Haines Borough to 
make replacing the main a top 
priority.

 The main experienced another 
major failure March 17, causing 
water to bubble out of the ground 
near the intersection of Comstock 
and Allen roads. Public works 
removed a five-foot long section 
of pipe that showed several holes 
and major pitting in some areas, 
Jimenez said.

 Four area homes experienced 
decreased water pressure until the 
borough replaced the pipe by noon 

the following day.
 Replacement of the 350 feet 

of main along Allen Road will 
run about $50,000 to $60,000, 
not including the repaving costs, 
Jimenez said. 

Another water line failed near 
the intersection of Tower and  
FAA roads following the Allen 
Road break. Four or five homes 
experienced a drop in water 
pressure.

Pipe fails on Allen Road
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Un-Classified Ads
SEASONAL WORKER NEEDED: 

wait staff, cook, dishwasher/
helper. Bring application in to 
33 Mile Roadhouse, 33 Mile 
Haines Hwy.(13b)

NOTICE:  Effective April 1, 2013 
the Haines Spor tsman’s 
Range gate will be locked.  
Members in good standing 
may receive a key with a $10 
fee.  Membership and keys 
are available at Alaska Sport 
Shop.(13b)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month.767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale.
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

Any person who has used 
Viking Cove for recreation or 
subsistence during the last 
40 years please contact Fred 
Einspruch, Box 56, Haines, AK 
99827. (7c)

Clean the Closets and Gather the 
Goods! The annual Hospice of 
Haines spectacular rummage 
sale is set for April 27 & 28. 
Drop off your sellable items all 
day on Friday the 26th. Watch 
for our upcoming ads and 
posters. (11,12,13b)

Part-time bicycle guide needed in 
Haines for the 2013 season.
You need to be 23 years 
or older. This job requires 
public speaking and a positive, 
outgoing, friendly attitude. 
Basic knowledge of bike 
mechanics is helpful. Guides 
must be able to drive a tour 
van and pull a trailer. Call 766-
2869 for more information or 
go to the employment page on 
our website www.cyclealaska.
com

REQUEST FOR SEALED BIDS
PORTAGE COVE HARBOR 

FUEL DOCK
CARDLOCK SYSTEM

The Haines Borough is requesting 
proposals from licensed, insured 
contractors to provide a cardlock 
system for the marine fuel dock 
in Portage Cove Harbor, Haines, 
AK.  For more info, visit www.
hainealaska.gov or email the 
borough clerk at jcozzi@haines.
ak.us.  Proposals must be received 
no later than 4 p.m. Wed., May 
1, 2013.

Posted 3/28/13
Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY






 










Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply
In StockApril 1st

US Coast Guard 
Approved

Mustang Survival 
Infl atable Work Vest

Stormin Norman

723-4848

HAINES BOROUGH
JOB OPENING
MUSEUM AIDE                  

Accepting applications for a PT, 
seasonal Museum Aide.  Respon-
sible for conducting tours, interpret-
ing local history, assisting with 
special projects, and overseeing 
gallery operations, as assigned. 
Starting wage is $10.89 & will not 
exceed 14.75 hrs/week. Job desc., 
minimum qualifications, & applica-
tion form at Haines Borough Admin. 
Bldg. at 103 Third Ave. S., Haines 
or online at www.hainesalaska.gov.  
Deadline is April 16, 2013 or until 
filled.  EOE (12b)

HAINES BOROUGH
JOB OPENING

MUSEUM CUSTODIAN           
Accept ing app l ica t ions for 
a PT, YR Museum Custodian.  
Responsible for the safe cleaning 
and housekeeping throughout 
the museum, excluding objects 
and/or exhibits. Starting wage is 
$13.63, 10 hrs./week summer & 
4 hrs./week rest of the year. Job 
desc., minimum qualifications, 
& application form at Haines 
Borough Admin. Bldg. at 103 Third 
Ave. S., Haines or online at www.
hainesalaska.gov.  Deadline is 
April 16, 2013 or until filled.  EOE
 (12b)

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Visitor Information Kiosk
Request ing proposals from 
licensed/insured contractors for 
construction of a Visitor Information 
Kiosk to be placed near the PC 
Dock. Contact Carlos Jimenez, 
Dir. Pub. Fac. for questions or to 
arrange site/project review: 907-
766-2257 or cjimenez@haines.
ak.us.  Proposal deadline: 4pm, 
ADT, 4/12/13. Hand-deliver, fax, 
mail, or email to: Borough Clerk’s 
Office, 103 Third Ave S., PO Box 
1209, Haines, AK  99827; jcozzi@
haines.ak.us; fax-907-766-2716. 
Get proposal docs/forms from 
the clerk or www.hainesalaska.
gov/rfps.  

Posted 4/3/13  
Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES
NOTICE OF LAND USE 

PERMIT APPLICATION: LAS 
28996

HAINES STATE FOREST, 
HAINES BOROUGH

 Alaska Mountain Guides and 
Climbing School Inc. has applied 
for a 5 year Land Use Permit
authorizing the use of state 
land for the purposes of guided 
skiing, ice climbing, rock climbing,
mountaineering, snowshoeing, 
trekking, kayaking, rafting, hiking 
and first aid instruction. The
proposed areas of use are located 
within Unit 5 Takhin/Kicking 
Horse; Chilkat Inlet Subunit 6a –
West Chilkat Inlet; Chilkat Inlet 
Subunit 6b – Davidson Glacier/
Lake; Haines Highway & Lower
Chi lkat River Subunit  7a – 
Ripinski Trail Corridor; Chilkoot 
Lake Subunit 8d – Ripinski Trail
Corridor; Ferebee River Subunit 
9b – Ferebee Alpine; Flower 
Mountain H-07; and Chilkat Inlet 
HT-14.
 The public is invited to comment 
on the permi t  app l ica t ion. 
Information on the application
i s  ava i l ab l e  f r om Ch r i s t y 
Gentemann, Division of Mining, 
Land and Water, 400 Willoughby
Ave., P.O. Box 111020, Juneau, 
AK 99811-1020, at (907) 465-
3401,  or  at  emai l  address
christy.gentemann@alaska.gov. 
All written comments will be 
considered and must be received
at the above mailing or email 
address or by fax at (907) 465-
3886 on or before May 6, 2013
in order to ensure consideration 
prior to the final action. Notice 
of the final action and appeal
process will be sent to commenters 
and other interested parties if 
a mailing address is provided.
Accommodations for disability 
are provided on request. Persons 
with audio impairment may call
b e t we e n  1 0 a m  a n d  5 p m , 
M-F at TDD (907) 269-8411.
 The Division of Mining, Land 
and Water reserves the right to 
waive technical defects in this
publication.
   Post through: May 6, 2013, David 
L. Kelley, Southeast Regional 
Manager

 
HAINES BOROUGH
HAINES, ALASKA
PUBLIC NOTICE 

AT 6:30 p.m., APRIL 9, 2013, IN 
THE ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING, 
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE 
HELD ON THE FOLLOWING:
 
A P P L I C AT I O N  F O R  2 0 1 3 
COMMERCIAL TOUR PERMIT
ANYTIME TAXI & TOURS 
Viva and David Landry have 
applied for a new 2013 Commercial 
Tour Permit to provide taxi service 
within the townsite and to/from 
the ferry terminal and the airport. 
Additionally, they would like to offer 
tours based on Haines history and 
Tlingit culture. Title 5 of the Haines 
Borough code requires a public 
hearing before the assembly 
for all new tour activities. More 
information is available in the 
borough clerk’s office and on the 
website: http://www.hainesalaska.
gov/boroughassembly (click on 
“Public Hearings”).
 
Comments may be made at the 
public hearing or sent to P.O. 
Box 1209, Haines, AK  99827 or 
emailed to: jcozzi@haines.ak.us.

Posted 4/1/13
Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk
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HAINES BOROUGH 
2009-2010 REAL PROPERTY FORECLOSURE LIST 

OWNERS NAME TAX ID NO LEGAL DESCRIPTION 2009
TAX

2010
TAX

TOTAL
TAX DUE

PENALTY/COST

/INTEREST

KING, MICHAEL/KIM 3-SKI-0A-1100 SKI HILL SUB -0- 896.07 896.07 See Note Below 

LAMBERTY, MICHAEL/TRACEY 3-SKI-0B-02A0 SKI HILL SUB -0- 677.23 677.23 See Note Below 

MEYERS ESTATE, DOROTHY C-ALL-04-0100 ALLEN SUB 1109.90 1263.37 2373.27 See Note Below 

O’DONNELL, TIMOTHY B-EXN-12-0200 EXCURSION INLET NORTH SUB -0- 598.21 598.21 See Note Below 

PARDEE, EVA B-CKO-34-0100 PORTION OF SEC 34, T28S, R57E -0- 753.73 753.73 See Note Below 

STEFANSKI, JOHN 3-MLR-00-0110 PORTION NE ¼, NW ¼, SEC. 26 -0- 253.73 253.73 See Note Below 

WARD JR., CONNIE/TOM C-PTC-01-0200 PORT CHILKOOT SUB -0- 478.06 478.06 See Note Below 

WILLIAMS, , JR, THOMAS C-TNS-07-3200 123 FRONT STREET HAINES TWNST 328.40 1381.60 1710.00 See Note Below 

NOTE: Plus ten percent (10%) PENALTY, COSTS (including but not limited to court, publication, & attorney fees), & INTEREST at 
twelve percent (12%) per annum from date due until date paid.  For more information call the Borough office at (907) 766-2231 ext. 22. 

This list is available for public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk at 103 3RD Avenue, Haines AK.  A petition for 
JUDGMENT and DECREE OF FORECLOSURE has been filed with the SUPERIOR COURT in Juneau, Alaska.

It’s budget season again, and 
the Haines Borough has set its 
schedule for a series of public 
meetings residents concerned 
about how the borough spends 
its money are welcome to attend.

Manager Mark Earnest is 
required to submit to the assembly 
his six-year Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP) and proposed 
operating and capital budget for 
fiscal year 2014 no later than 
April 1. According to borough 
charter, Earnest’s presentation 
must include a written explanation 
of his decisions “focusing on 
the work to be done and the 
financial policies that will direct 
the funding of that work.”

On April 9, the assembly will 
convene as a committee of the 
whole (COW) at 4:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers to receive a 
budget introduction and discuss 
the general fund, revenues, 
fund balances, economic trends, 
allocated expenses, the school 
district, library and museum.

The assembly will convene in 
a COW for a second time April 
16 at 5:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers to discuss public works, 
public facilities, solid waste, 
sinking funds, ports and harbors, 
capital projects, road maintenance 
service areas, parks, community 
youth development, the pool, fire 
service areas, medical service 
(ambulance/mental health), water 
and sewer.

The third and final COW 
will be April 23 at 4:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers to discuss 
the administration, assembly, 
elections, finance, assessment, 
information technology, lands, 
the Chilkat Center, economic 
development and tourism, debt 
service funds, dispatch, police, 
animal control, passenger vessel 
tax funds and community funding 
requests.

Mayor Stephanie Scott urged 
residents to attend the budget 
meetings, particularly in the 
wake of recent increased property 

assessments that had residents 
worried their property taxes 
would increase proportionally.

Chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart 
clarified property taxes are 
calculated through the mill rate, 
not assessments, so the assembly 
could theoretically choose to 
lower the mill rate to mitigate the 
effects some sharply increased 
assessments could have on 
property taxes.

The budget ordinance will be 
introduced at the assembly’s April 
23 regular meeting. It will see a 
first public hearing May 14 and a 
second public hearing May 28. If 
necessary, it will move to a third 
public hearing on June 11. All 
meetings concerning the budget 
ordinance will occur in assembly 
chambers at 6:30 p.m. 

 Stuart recommended residents 
interested in discussing the mill 
rate either make a public comment 
during one of the regular assembly 
hearings or attend the April 9 
work session. 

Schedule set for budget hearings
the museum’s board ultimately 
decides when to close the museum, 
Clarke said. Earnest’s three-
month cut is merely a suggestion 
in this respect, Clarke said. The 
board will have to decide how 
to deal with the cuts and may 
implement fundraising efforts 
to try to recoup some of the lost 
revenue, Clarke said.

The areawide general fund is 
operating at a $280,000 deficit 
under Earnest’s budget, but the 
borough is still waiting to see 
whether it will receive funding 
from Secure Rural Schools and 
Supplemental Revenue Sharing 
programs.

“We expect that some or most 
of that ($280,000) will be covered 
by unanticipated revenue, but 
we’re also going to be watching 
it very closely. If neither of those 
funding sources come though, we 
may be looking at additional cuts 
mid-year,” Earnest said.

The borough last year received 
$180,000 from the Supplemental 
Revenue Sharing program, and a 
little under $200,000 from Secure 
Rural Schools,” Earnest said.

The assembly instructed 
Earnest to set aside no more than 
$80,000 from the general fund 
to be doled out to community 
non-profits.  Earnest has included 
$50,000 in his budget. He also 

set aside $48,000 for health and 
economic development-related 
non-profits, as contributions to 
those efforts would not come from 
the general fund.

The borough awarded more 
than $150,000 to non-profits last 
year.  

Other changes to the budget this 
year include $40,000 for a land 
development plan for cataloguing 
and assessing potential borough 
land sales, and the addition of the 
library as a borough department.

Earnest also proposed the 
establishment of a new energy 
efficiency revolving loan fund 
program. Initial projects financed 
from the program would include 
the installation of energy efficient 
street lights and pool lighting.

M a y o r  S t e p h a n i e  S c o t t 
emphasized that  Earnest’s 
proposal is merely a draft, and will 
be scrutinized very closely by the 
assembly during their upcoming 
work sessions.

“There’s lots of time to dig into 
this, and that’s why it is published 
in advance. It’s a way to start the 
conversation... It isn’t in any way, 
shape or form a final product,” 
she said.

The assembly will hold its first 
budget work session at 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in assembly chambers.

BUDGET from page 1

 
    
 

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 4 1:00 pm No SKG
Fri 5 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 6 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 7 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 8 2:15 pm 4:00 pm
Wed 10 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 11 12:00 pm 2:00 pm
Fri 12 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 13 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 14 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 15 11:15 am 1:15 pm 
Wed 17 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 18 12:00 pm No SKG
Fri 19 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 20 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 21 11:30 am 12:00 pm

 
 

Thur 4 No SKG 3:00 pm
Fri 5 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 6 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 7 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 8 9:00 pm 10:45 pm
Wed 10 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 11 No SKG 2:00 pm
Fri 12 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 13 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 14 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 15 6:15 pm 8:15 pm
Wed 17 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 18 No SKG 2:00 pm
Fri 19 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 20 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 21 3:30 pm 4:30 pm

Connelly Lake would not 
require a submerged submarine 
cable to transmit power to Haines, 
Martin explained. As it stands, 
Haines receives the vast majority 
of its hydro power through a 
submarine cable that brings 
power from hydro projects near 
Skagway, like Goat Lake.

“Having a project at the Haines 
end is much better than relying on 
a submarine cable forever and ever 
between Skagway and Haines. 
I think the bottom line is that’s 
kind of a tenuous connection and 
you never know when something 
is going to happen,” Martin said.

If the submarine cable failed 
(the average life of a cable is 30 
years, and the one connecting 
Skagway and Haines was installed 
in 1998), it would leave Haines 
almost entirely dependent on 
expensive diesel fuel for six 
months to a year, Martin said.

Rob Goldberg, one of the 
concerned citizens who initially 
raised Schubee Lake as an 
alternative to Connelly, said that 
while the reports did a “pretty 
good job” of analyzing the site, 
they still possessed holes and left 
out possibilities.

“If they really tried to pursue 
this to get the cost down, I think 
there are probably ways they 
could do it,” Goldberg said.

The reports also used data 
gathered from nearby stream 
gauges and did not actually gauge 
output of Schubee Lake, Goldberg 
pointed out. “So they’re still 
working with an estimate rather 
than hard data,” he said.

Goldberg and Mayor Stephanie 
Scott, who also read the reports, 
said they would like to see similar 
recon studies and economic 
analyses for Connelly Lake for 
the sake of comparison.

Martin said AP&T does not 
have similar reports for Connelly 
Lake. “However, based on our 
preliminary work, we are confident 
that Connelly will be less expensive 
than Schubee and will have a greater 
generation potential; therefore it 
should be more economical than 
Schubee,” Martin said.

Scott said the borough currently 
has no official preference for 
either project. “We recognize 
the need for additional power, 
and that’s about where we are 
at this point in time. I think the 

borough recognizes the lack of 
affordable power being a barrier 
to development,” she said.

Martin said AP&T is pursuing 
an alternative licensing process 
through the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
for the Connelly Lake project. 

a huge hit last year. “People 
absolutely loved them, so we’re 
bringing them back,” Silkman 
said.

C a r r i e  N a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Speakeasy will travel all the way 
from Wichita, Kansas, and bring 
their “eclectic blend of punk, 
bluegrass, Dixieland and circus 
tunes” to the fair Saturday night 
as well.

Four-piece Moonalice will 
close out the fair Sunday night. 
Silkman said although Moonalice 
has never performed at the fair, 

the Grateful Dead-esque band has 
played in Haines several times 
and developed quite the loyal 
following.

The headlining act for Thursday 
will be local, but has yet to be 
determined, Silkman said. Local 
bands the HI DE HOs, Sweet 
Sunny North, Julia Scott and the 
PBRs, Fishpickers, and Devine 
Funk are scheduled to perform, 
although more local acts are 
forthcoming, he said.

Scheduled regional acts include 
the B-Team All Stars, the Hillbilly 
Honeys, Adam Wood, Nicole 

Edwards, Irene Muller and the 
Windy Valley Boys.

The fair runs Thursday, July 25, 
to Sunday, July 28. Beth Bolander 
is in charge of booking. 
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