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Elizabeth Peratrovich celebration 
incorporates hands-on learning

Assembly discusses 
swath of budget cuts

Glacier Bards claim 
dramatic finish at state 

Plans for Excursion Inlet remain unchanged

Allen Marine to offer ferry 
two days this month

Bear task force tackles trash disposal

By Kyle Clayton 
From divesting from the Chilkat 

Center  and Mosquito Lake 
Community Center to closing the 
visitor center seasonally and rejecting 
the library expansion project, the 
Haines Borough Assembly discussed 
a slew of facilities and funding 
requirements that could be on the 
chopping block this budget cycle. 

At a four-hour workshop on 
Saturday, the assembly went down 
a list of borough-owned properties, 
how much they cost to operate, 
anticipated repairs and whether they 
should be cut loose from taxpayer 
funding in light of the state budget 
deficit and decreased state support 
to municipalities. 

The Chilkat Center costs the 
borough about $60,000 in annual 
operating costs. It’s currently in need 
of a new heating and ventilation 
system. The arts center receives 
daily use from the public, borough 
manager Debra Schnabel said. It 
hosts concerts, plays, River Talk, 
health and wellness activities, public 
meetings and is home to KHNS. 

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson cited structural issues in 
the building, which in its first life was 
a cannery at Pyramid Harbor before 
being floated to Fort Seward where 

it converted to a recreation hall. 
“When I was in the dressing room, 
the walls were literally crumbling,” 
Josephson said. 

Public facilities director Ed 
Coffland said the building needs 
between $6 and $7 million in repairs. 
“It’s a lot of money, way more 
than I think you want to put in that 
building,” Coffland said.

Assembly member Paul Rogers 
said he is in favor of “divesting 
our involvement from that building 
altogether.”

Lynn Canal Community Players 
is currently fundraising for a kitchen 
renovation in the building. Assembly 
member Gabe Thomas said he’s not 
in favor of the borough funding the 
project. 

According to the Chilkat Center 
property deed, if the borough stops 
using it, the title would revert to 
Alaska Indian Arts. 

Schnabel said the assembly could 
consider divesting over time, rather 
than all at once. 

The assembly also discussed 
withdrawing its annual $30,000 in 
supporting costs to the Mosquito 
Lake Community Center. The former 
school is now used for summer 

See CUTS page 4

By Ceri Godinez
On Feb. 18, students and families 

gathered in the Haines School 
gym for performances celebrating 
Elizabeth Peratrovich Day followed 
by games from the Native Youth 
Olympics, including scissor broad 
jump, one-foot high kick, Eskimo 
stick pull, and kneel jump.

The celebration of the Native 
civil rights leader kicked off with 
Alaska Native dances performed 
by third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade 
students. High schoolers led younger 
students in the dances. It’s important 
to celebrate Peratrovich’s legacy as 
a civil rights leader and attaching 
learning to activities helps children 
remember, said Natalie Benassi, the 
event’s organizer and indigenous 
education program coordinator at 
the school. “It breaks it up. We do 
something different with each group 
according to their skill level.”

“Last year was the first year we did 
(Native Youth Olympics) games,” 
Benassi said. They provide another 
way for students to connect with 
the material and “get them up and 
moving and excited.”

“My intention for (the celebration) 
is to say this is (Peratrovich’s) story 
and make them think about what their 
story will be, how can they take her 
courage and move it forward into the 
present day,” Benassi said. 

“We never want to forget the 
privilege of civil rights,” said school 
principal Rene Martin, reading 
comments on behalf of Chilkoot 
Indian Association member Harriet 
Brouillette, who could not attend in 
person due to travel complications. 

Peratrovich’s “one voice was the 
start of a movement… Your voice 
could be that one voice that brings 
us together.”

Seventy-five years ago, Tlingit 
leader Peratrovich and her husband 
rallied support for the passage of 
Alaska’s 1945 Anti-Discrimination 
Act, the first law in the U.S. to 
bar race-based discrimination. 
Peratrovich’s moving speech before 
the Alaska Legislature played a 
critical role in the act’s passage.

She’s a state hero,” Alaska Native 
Sisterhood member and event 
volunteer Deb Kemp said. “She had 
to overcome so much as a woman and 
as a minority during that time period.”

“She got it done through grace and 
poise. I love that (her methods were) 
so calm and peaceful,” Benassi said.

Many of the songs performed 
at the assembly spoke to these 
themes. The high school choir sang 
“One Voice,” which described the 
power of a group of people joining 
together for a single purpose. And 
kindergarteners through fourth 
graders performed a song called 
“Listen” about how people across 
the planet are connected and “I Think 
You’re Wonderful,” a song about 
lifting up others as a way to lift up 
an entire community.

Benassi hung a poster on the 
wall of the gym with a picture of 
Peratrovich and encouraged students 
to stick post-it notes to the board 
responding to the prompts “How 
can we eliminate discrimination 
in the world?” and “Elizabeth 
Peratrovich’s story has inspired me 
to…” Responses ranged from “stand 

up for others and myself ” to “help 
spread inspiration.” Other popular 
responses included “speak my mind” 
and “show people everyone’s equal.”

During the assembly, Haines student 
Maddox Rogers gave a review of a 
new Elizabeth Peratrovich biography 
written for young teens, “Fighter in 
Velvet Gloves: Alaska Civil Rights 
Hero Elizabeth Peratrovich,” which 
he had read for class. He said the 
book helped him “understand a lot 
more about what a person can achieve 
when they don’t give up.” The book 
contains a good message not only for 
children but also for adults, he said.

Benassi said she can tell the lessons 
from Peratrovich Day celebrations 
are sticking with students. “As we 
were sewing vests with the third-
grade class in preparation for the 
event, one student started singing 
the Elizabeth Peratrovich song,” 
she said. It’s a song students in that 
class learned for a Peratrovich Day 
celebration several years earlier. 
Others in the class joined in, and 
pretty soon, they were all singing 
songs about love and resilience, she 
said. “I think it turned into a version 
of the Beatles song ‘All You Need 
Is Love.’”

The Peratrovich Day celebration 
at the school involves community-
wide collaboration, Benassi said. 
While she organizes the event, 
it involves contributions from 
the entire school staff as well as 
organizations including the Alaska 
Native Sisterhood, the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood, the Chilkoot Indian 
Association, and the Chilkat Indian 
Village.

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Glacier Bards took 

second place for small schools in 
drama and third place overall among 
small schools at the state Drama, 
Debate and Forensics tournament 
in Juneau last weekend. 

The Bards will perform their  
pieces for Haines on Feb. 28 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Chilkat Center. 

Coach Hannah Bochart said the 
Bards competed against more than 
20 teams from across the state. All 
seven Bards made it into the final 
rounds, a first in recent memory, 
Bochart said. 

“ T h e y  w e r e  p u t t i n g  o n 
performances like I’ve never seen 
them do before,” Bochart said. “For 
such a tiny team to do that well is a 
testament to their skill as performers 
and the work they’ve put in over the 
years.” 

Eli Williamson, Hannah Boron, 
Stella Ordonez, Nathan Haas, Sally 
Chapell, Dylan Chapell and Tanna 
Dixon performed an abridged version 
of the Haines original “Lust for 
Dust” for the tournament’s Readers 
Theater. Williamson, who played a 
role in the Lynn Canal Community 
Players reproduction of the play last 
fall, reduced the script to a 12-minute 
piece. The Bards placed third overall 
for the performance. 

In individual events, Hass and 
Boron placed third in duet acting. 

They performed a cutting from the 
play “Mr. Marmalade” about two 
preschoolers coming to grips with 
the adult world. “They were playing 
preschoolers between the ages of 
three and four that was really funny 
and really heartbreaking,” Bochart 
said.

Boron said  acting like preschoolers 
was the most challenging and fun 
aspect of the piece. 

“Kids are kind of melodramatic in 
their movements,” Boron said. “They 
don’t know sarcasm. I think that was 
the biggest thing, reverting back to 
a kid instead of refining adult acting 
skills. There’s this part that I really 
enjoyed where we’re playing house. 
We’re trying to act like adults, but 
it’s with a bag of Doritos.”

Dixon and Chapell took second in 
duet acting. Chapell played the part 
of a husband who was incredulous 
that his wife, played by Dixon, was 
turning into a bag lady. The piece 
had props that Dixon got to throw 
at Chapell, part of the sequence 
that Dixon said she and Chapell 
performed better than ever. 

“We had a lot of pressure just to 
do well because there were so many 
other people at state that are such 
amazing actors and actresses,” Dixon 
said. “We had so much adrenaline, 
especially since it’s our senior years. 

See BARDS page 6

By Ceri Godinez
Garbage wrangling was the topic 

of the day at the Bear Task Force 
meeting on Feb. 19. Discussion 
covered the cost and feasibility of 
bearproofing Community Waste 
Solutions dumpsters, the potential for 
requiring bearproof  residential trash 
containers, and the role of education 
versus regulation in preventing 
dangerous bear-human interactions.

Community Waste Solutions 
manager Craig Franke came to the 
meeting having researched the price 
of bearproofing the company’s fleet 
of dumpsters, which are leased on 
a monthly basis to businesses and 
individuals. Franke said the most 
economical option for bearproofing 

dumpsters is retrofitting them with 
bear-grade, reinforced plastic lids 
and securing these to dumpsters with 
a chain. He said the retrofitting would 
cost, at minimum, $140 per lid.

At present, Community Waste 
Solutions has 30 two-yard dumpsters 
and 25 one-yard dumpsters. Four are 
currently bearproofed. While all of 
the 1-yard dumpsters have steel lids 
and would only need a chain installed 
in order to be considered bear-proof, 
24 of the 2-yard dumpsters have 
plastic lids that would need to be 
replaced at a minimum cost of $140 
per lid or $280 per 2-yard dumpster, 
Franke said.

In  total, it would cost roughly 
$7,000  to outfit the current 

Community Waste Solutions 
dumpster fleet with bearproof lids. 
Moving forward, any new dumpsters 
the company purchases will be bear-
proof, Franke said.

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game wildlife biologist Carl Koch, 
who had called into the meeting, said 
tethering dumpsters to the ground so 
bears cannot tip them over is another 
important aspect of bearproofing. 
(Dumpsters that have been tipped 
over are hard to right and are easier 
for bears to access, he said.)

Franke said that while he has the 
manpower to install lids and chains 
by the end of the summer, he’s not 

See BEAR page 8

By Ceri Godinez
While news outlets have reported 

that Ocean Beauty Seafoods is in 
talks to merge with Canadian seafood 
company Cooke Aquaculture Inc., 
this will not impact the operation of 
Ocean Beauty’s Excursion Inlet plant 
during the 2020 season, said Mike 
Forbush, senior Alaska operations 
manager for Ocean Beauty. 

Forbush said he could not comment 
on acquisition rumors but said 
that Ocean Beauty has no plans to 
close the Excursion Inlet plant. The 
company “has been putting money 
into the plant,” he said, listing 
projects including expansion of the 

plant’s refrigeration capacity, general 
upkeep on buildings, and work on 
the dock as recent as this past year.

Seafood industry news outlets 
including Intrafish and Undercurrent 
News have been covering acquisition 
talks between Cooke and Ocean 
Beauty since last summer, largely 
based on information from 
anonymous sources as the companies 
have declined to comment.

According to reports, Cooke is 
interested in acquiring Ocean Beauty, 
adding to its Alaska salmon business. 
Ocean Beauty has facilities in Alaska 
locations including Naknek, Alitak, 
Kodiak, Cordova and Excursion 

Inlet. In 2016, Cooke purchased 
Alaska seafood processor Icicle 
Seafoods which has shore-based 
processing facilities in Petersburg, 
Seward, Egegik in Bristol Bay, 
Larsen Bay on Kodiak Island, and 
Wood River outside Dillingham.

So far, nothing concrete has 
publicly come out of acquisition 
discussions. At the end of last 
summer, Undercurrent reported 
that talks had been delayed. Then 
on Feb. 13, the publication reported 
that Japanese company Marubeni, 
owner of Alaska-based North Pacific 

See SEA page 5

Kindergarten through fourth-grade students perform “Listen” at Elizabeth Peratrovich Day celebration. 
Ceri Godinez photo.

By Kyle Clayton 
Residents looking for ferry service to and from Juneau have an op-

portunity twice this month after the Haines Borough Assembly voted 
unanimously to take responsibility for two charters with Allen Marine on 
Feb. 23 and 29. 

The public can make reservations by calling Allen Marine on dates that 
as of press time were still unspecified. Tickets are $125 per passenger 
each way, and the borough will pick up any costs unrecovered by reser-
vations. 

The assembly decision comes after Haines and Skagway basketball 
players couldn’t get home last weekend. The Glacier Bears boys and 
girls basketball teams, originally scheduled to fly home on Ward Air after 
their basketball games last week, were stuck in Juneau when bad weather 
kept planes from flying. On Sunday, school district superintendent Roy 
Getchell worked with borough manager Debra Schnabel, mayor Jan Hill, 
school board members and Skagway officials to cover the costs for ad-
ditional passengers. More than 80 residents paid $110 to travel back to 
Skagway and Haines. 

“A whole lot of conversations needed to occur between two communi-
ties, their local governments and their school districts to make this hap-
pen,” Getchell said.

The Haines Borough Assembly held a special session Wednesday eve-
ning to consider whether it should take on the same responsibility when 
the Glacier Bears travel to Juneau for their final regular season games on 
Feb. 23 and when they return home from Juneau on Feb. 29. The cost of 
the charter is about $8,200. Allen Marine provides a discounted rate to the 
school, leaving the borough responsible for about $9,000 for both trips 
assuming no residents make reservations for the trip. 

Schnabel told the assembly that she wants to be responsive to members 

See CHARTER page 8
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We would like to say thank you so much to all of our amazing 
friends and the community members who have helped our family after 
Woody’s snow machine crash. We are so grateful to the amazing EMS 
crew, Chuck, Tim, Thom, Adam, and Rachel, who were able to get him 
flown out and on his way to recovery. All of the love, kind words, and 
prayers have made this traumatic accident that much more bearable, 
and has given Woody peace of mind to focus on healing. Words can’t 
express the love we have for all of you, thank you. 

Jackie St Clair and Woody Pahl 

Congratulations to the winners in the 2020 Haines School Library 
Tournament of the Readers.  This year we had two divisions with 17 
teams in grades 2-7. Sixty students competed in our double elimination 
book tournament. In the first division with students from grades 2-4, 
taking 1st place The Story Stealers: Anna Bell, Luke Bell and Jonah 
Wray and 1st place for the middle school division,  The Awesomely 
Awkward League: Maddox Rogers, Willow Bryant, Kate Benda and 
Orion Carrington. Thank you to the Chilkat Valley News and ProHNS 
for your generous financial donations for cash prizes this year. I also 
would like to thank the families who support the annual Scholastic 
Book Fairs in the School Library. Funds from your purchases are 
used to purchase books and prizes for this event. Over 250 books 
were handed out to students as prizes.  I couldn’t do this event without 
my friends Jeanne Kitayama, Teri Kanahele, Cheryl Stickler, Holly 
Davis, Shannon McPhetres and especially Karen Garcia; together we 
wrote nearly 500 questions. This event happens each year with their 
help. I appreciate their dedication to the young readers of Haines.

Leigh Horner, Haines School Librarian

We would like to thank AP&T for their recent financial support of 
$5,000.00 to Becky’s Place, a local “safe house” in Haines. 

Your generosity and commitment to our community will allow us to 
continue assisting the many women, children and men who contact 
us needing help! 

Thank you for caring and supporting us!  Your giving will touch 
many lives.

With grateful hearts,
Jackie and Stan Mazeikas

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for support after crash

Duly Noted

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15 
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Letters Policy

Your giving makes a difference

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
Thursday, February 20

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00 
– 11:00 p.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

Parks & Rec Advisory Committee meeting, 
4:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Winterfest: Free backcountry skills workshop, 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Library. Theme: Commu-
nication Devices. Presented by the Department of 
Public Safety.

NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building 
every Thursday.

NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gate-
way Building every Thursday.

River Talk, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center Lob-
by. Theme: “Barracks Banter – Tales & Tunes”. $7 
per person.
Friday, February 21

Winterfest: Avalanche Beacon Race, 5:30 p.m. 
at Haines Brewing Co.
Saturday, February 22

Winterfest: Kat to Koot! Human-powered 
Alpine Race, starts 8:00 a.m. at Fairweather Ski 
Works in Dalton City.

Winterfest: Mountainfilm, 6:30 p.m. at the Har-
riett Hall in SEAK Fairgrounds. 12 Short Adventure 
Films.
Sunday, February 23

Miles Klehini Ski Classic, 12:00 p.m. at 25 Mile. 
5K Youth Race, then at 12:30 p.m. is the 10K Cross 
Country Ski race. Call 766-2610 for more informa-
tion. 

Gideon Freudmann “CelloBop” concert, 7:00 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Presented by the Haines 
Arts Council.
Monday, February 24

History Day awards Ceremony, Time TBD. 
Showcasing the History day Projects of Mrs. Andri-
esen’s Social Studies class.
Tuesday, February 25

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed 
Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities, 
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young 
children at Mosquito Lake School Community 
Center. Library books may be checked out as well. 
766-6422. 

Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Le-
gion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to 
support scholarship fundraising.

Personnel Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.

Wednesday, February 26
Learn How To… Puppetry, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at 

the Sheldon Museum. Explore the museum’s new 
art and wellness exhibit – “Hale and HeARTy” – 
and learn more about puppets and shadow puppets.

Public safety commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.
Thursday, February 27

Port & Harbor Advisory Committee meeting, 
10:30 a.m. at the assembly chambers.

Lynn Canal Toastmasters,  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. at 
the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill in a 
supportive environment. Second and fourth Thurs-
days monthly. For more information, contact Ron 
at 766-3703.

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

HEDC meeting, 3:00 p.m. at the assembly cham-
bers.

Lynn Canal Broadcasting (KHNS) Board of 
Directors meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the Chilkat Center 
Board Room. The public is welcome to attend.
Friday, February 28

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Sheldon Museum. Bring a lunch and lend an 
ear! Jenny Lyn Smith will present on her experi-
ences over 50 years of making Northwest Coast Art. 

CYD Leap Year Shootout Basketball games, 
Boys and girls middle school basketball games 
against Whitehorse. Friday through Sunday. 
Saturday, February 29

Winter Haines Farmer’s Market & Seed Swap, 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS Hall. Lo-
cal foods, arts, crafts, and live music.

Scholarship Dinner & Dessert Auction, 5:00 
p.m. Presented by the New Hope Fellowship 
Church. All proceeds to College Scholarship fund. 
Suggest donation is $10 per person. If you wish to 
donate but can’t make the dinner, contact New Hope 
Fellowship, via Paul, at (907) 767-5467.
Tuesday, March 3

GAS Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the as-
sembly chambers.
Friday, March 6

CYD Triple Threat Basketball Tournament, 
boys and girls middle school basketball games. Fri-
day through Sunday.

Steel Magnolias, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Play presented by the Lynn Canal Community Play-
ers. Friday and Saturday at 7:00 p.m. Sunday at 2:00 
p.m. Admission $12.
Saturday, March 7

Fire Service Area #3 meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Klehini Valley Fire Hall.
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Tournament of the Readers a success

By Sylvia Heinz
Mark Davis played the trumpet 

on the stage of Carnegie Hall in 
New York City as part of the Honors 
Performance Series. Parents Holly 
and Matt and sister Meg traveled 
with Mark to watch him perform. 
They flew out of Whitehorse and 
spent a total of five days sightsee-
ing. Highlights included watching 
“Frozen 2” on the big screen and 
“Aladdin” on Broadway, and visits 
to the crown of the Statue of Lib-
erty and the bronze statue of Balto 
in Central Park.

The 2020 Tournament of the 
Readers finished this week. The 
Bookworms, a second-grade team, 
went undefeated until the very end 
when the Story Stealers came from 
behind to take first place. Haines 
School librarian Leigh Horner or-
ganizes the annual reading incen-
tive program with help from Kar-
en Garcia and Holly Davis. This 
year, students won cash donated 
from the Chilkat Valley News and 
proHNS. The Story Stealers, Anna 
Bell, Luke Bell and Jonah Wray, 
took first place. The Bookworms, 
Gwendolyn Kosinski, Asher 
Jimenez and Sita Price, took sec-
ond place. The Professional Pugs, 
Brylea Swaner, Patience Nelson, 
Mackenna Dryden, and Natalee 
Grant, came in third. In the middle 
school division, the Awesomely 
Awkward League won first place 
with Maddox Rogers, Willow 
Bryant, Kate Benda and Orion 
Carrington. In second place, Nev-
er Mind, They Quit, Selby Long, 
Hayden Jimenez, Alex Weersing-
he; and in third place, Cool Bears, 
Allie Lloyd, Mary Bell, Oriana 
Cole, and Lyndsey Stearns.

The Haines Women’s Gold 
Medal basketball team has com-
pleted four youth clinics geared 
towards 5- to 10-year-olds.  Drib-
bling, passing, shooting, and other 
fundamental basketball skills were 
taught in fun ways such as games 
and races. All proceeds go to the 
team to help cover tournament en-
try fees, travel expenses and new 

uniforms. The time and date for 
future clinics will be determined 
based on gym availability.

Sitka’s Alaska Raptor Center 
released Shiva the great horned owl 
just before sunset Monday evening. 
Hannah Blanke, avian care spe-
cialist, said they released her be-
fore sunset in order to give Shiva 
time to acclimate before hunting. 
“There are a lot of rabbits around 
so hopefully she will help out with 
that population,” Blanke reported. 
Shiva was sent down to Sitka for 
rehabilitation after getting caught 
in a duck coop in Haines.

Jessica Price celebrated her 
birthday on Chilkat Lake this year 
with husband Josh Price, children 
Sita and Marvis Price, and friends 
Brynn Murphy, Chuck Jones, 
Jennifer Oseng Motes, and Na-
thanael David Motes. The adven-
ture was full of firsts for the Price 
family, as they had never been on 
a snowmachine or been to Chilkat 
Lake. 

Tod Sebens returned from a 74-
day, 1,350-kilometer bike trip in 
Tunisia last week. He biked south 
along the coast from Tunis to 40 
miles from the Libyan border, 
where he stopped due to safety 
concerns. “The scenery was some-
what monotonous,” he said. “There 
are millions and millions of olive 
trees.” The people, culture, and his-
tory, however, were very interest-
ing. Sebens will do a slide show of 
photos on March 5 at the library.

Haines High School junior Bren-
nan Palmieri attended the Stu-
dent Legislative Fly-In in Juneau 
last week. He met with Sen. Jesse 
Kiehl, Sen. David Wilson, Rep. 
Dave Talerico, Rep. Sara Han-
non, Rep. Dan Ortiz, Rep. Cathy 
Tilton and Haines High School 
alumnus and former representative, 
Bill Thomas to discuss issues im-
portant to students.

David Hertel repeatedly strug-
gled on snowshoes through record 
snowfall to his outhouse during the 
last storm cycle. After a positive 
test for giardia, he feels betrayed by 

his previous water source, the Mud 
Bay spring. He is now sourcing his 
drinking water from friends with 
access to treated water. 

After weeks of being stranded 
in Juneau waiting for ferry service 
to Haines, the Wishstar family 
threw in the towel and headed back 
to Colorado to stay with Vanessa 
Wishtar’s sister. She said that al-
though Colorado is sunny and won-
derful, it is difficult to appreciate it 
when their lives are tied to Haines 
and they are living out of suitcas-
es with their two small children. 
They have been spending their time 
working remotely and investing 
their time in Colorado social con-
nections.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

FERRY SCHEDULE
ALL ferries cAnceLed 

for the month of
februArySponsored

   by

call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423
AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge

Recording
766-2113

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Public Safety Building Apparatus Door Replacement
Soliciting proposals from qualified individuals to pro-

vide evaluation of condition of door openings, and de-
termine any requirements for installation of new appara-
tus doors.  Proposal deadline: 3pm, 03/20/20 to Borough 
Clerk’s Office- proposals may be mailed, emailed, hand-de-
livered or faxed. More information is available at www.
hainesalaska.gov/rfps or from the Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us or 907-766-6402.

Referees, Clock and Score Keepers 
needed for the CYD Triple Threat 
Basketball Tournament 
March 6th - 8th, 
Support your CYD Basketball
teams by watching or volunteering!
Text/Call Ben Bard (907)314-2340 
or email bbard@haines.ak.us
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The Chilkat Snowburners would like to thank 
all of our racers, volunteers, officials, fans 
and sponsors for helping to make the 51st 

annual Alcan 200 Snowmachine Road Race 
a HUGE SUCCESS. See you in 2021!

THANK YOU!

 Welcome to Winterfest! 

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Portage Cove waterfront lot near Picture Point
44+ Acres, 25 Mile HHWY adjacent to rec memorial
Koot side- 1.38 +/- and .79 +/- ac lot at Tanani Bay 

Beach Road waterfront- Great cabin site and views

$95,000
$145,000

$35,000/each
$97,500

Leap Year Shootout
CYD basketball with Whitehorse
Friday, February 28th–Sunday, March 1st

This event only comes around every 4 years, don’t miss it!
To volunteer, contact giddingslori@yahoo.com 
OR bbard@haines.ak.us

Local’s Tatshenshini River Trip
August 22 - 31, 2020

30% discount, space is limited

To register: 907-314-0340 or info@hainesrafting.com

Only FOUR spaces left!

Haines ARTS 
Council

presents:

sunday • FEB 23, 2020 • 7pm

Chilkat Center for the Arts

Tickets @ door: General $18 •
Members $15 • Youth Free

Excursion Inlet floatplane 
dock among those 
targeted for DOT cuts

Army Corps proposes soil cleanup plan

Revised tour code could 
eliminate public hearings

Broken leg brings out the best in Haines

By Sylvia Heinz 
The Excursion Inlet floatplane 

dock, the small community’s sole 
source of mail delivery during harsh 
winter conditions, has been targeted 
for funding cuts by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation. 
The dock is one of 18 rural airport 
facilities across the state that DOT 
has identified for possible reductions, 
ownership transfers, or closures.

Although Excursion Inlet does 
not have a state-recognized airport, 
it does have a runway located on 
a gravel road shared with four-
wheelers and vehicles along with the 
state-owned floatplane dock. Alaska 
Seaplanes advertises three scheduled 
flights each week in the summer, and 
one weekly flight during the winter.

Excursion Inlet is in a remote 
southern region of the Haines 
Borough. The 2010 Census listed 
12 year-round residents and 85 
housing units. The population swells 
in summer months due to the Ocean 
Beauty Seafoods cannery, fishing 
lodges and other tourism, and 
summer residents. 

DOT officials plan to review the 
18 airports on a case-by-case basis, 
engaging stakeholders to ensure DOT 
is aware of potential impacts before 
taking action. 

In a House Finance Committee 
meeting in early February, John 
Binder, deputy commissioner 
of DOT, said he recognizes the 
emergency function of many rural 
airports. “We certainly do not have 
the intent to just rapidly close a bunch 
of airports,” he said. He said he hopes 
the public engagement process can 
be completed within a year.

DOT officials said challenges 
including decreased gas tax revenue, 
employee turnover, changing weather 
patterns and deferred maintenance 

resulted in the proposed cuts, which 
involves investigating options to 
reduce the number of public airports 
owned and operated by the state. 
Binder said he did not have a dollar 
amount of estimated state savings 
after reduced maintenance of rural 
airports.

Jila Stuart, Haines Borough 
finance director, said the borough 
paid $47,000 for maintenance to 
facilities in Excursion Inlet in June 
2019, some of which went to the 
runway. Brad Ryan, facilities director 
at the time, said that the runway was 
graded and covered with gravel. “We 
improved the runway as a community 
service,” he said. Maintenance is 
also routinely performed by Ocean 
Beauty Seafoods.

Maureen DesRosiers first moved to 
Excursion Inlet as a 3-month-old and 
lived there as a child in the 1950s. She 
returned seven years ago after retiring 
from a career as a magistrate judge.  
She said airplanes are the only way 
to access Excursion Inlet year-round, 
as there is no ferry service, no harbor 
or other infrastructure for wintering 
boats, and barge service only in the 
summer months. When the runway 
is unusable in the winter due to ice 
buildup, the floatplane dock is the 
sole infrastructure available for 
receiving mail and supplies. 

DesRosiers said that although 
the state has responsibility for 
maintaining the floatplane dock, 
getting funds for maintenance has 
been difficult. After a piling collar 
ripped loose last year, residents put 
ropes around it to hold the float in 
place. “The state spends pennies 
on the state’s scale to maintain life- 
dependent infrastructure here,” she 
said. “Cutting that would be a grave 
hardship for us residents, few that 
we are.”

By Kyle Clayton 
To remove fuel contaminants in the 

soil at 15.5 Mile Haines Highway, the 
Army Corps of Engineers proposed 
excavating at least 7,500 tons of soil 
as part of an interim soil removal 
action.  The Army Corps is currently 
evaluating local landfarming as an 
alternative compared to shipping the 
soil to the Lower 48.  

The Army Corps has proposed to 
use property near 24 Mile Haines 
Highway to landfarm the soil. That 
process involves spreading the soil 
into an 18-inch thick layer and 
promoting microbe growth that 
would remove the contaminants 
naturally, said Will Mangano, an 
Army Corp environmental engineer. 
During the estimated two years 
it would take to clean, engineers 
would plow and aerate the soil and 
take samples over time to ensure the 
contaminants are being removed and 
not moving deeper into the soil. 

The contaminants resulted from 
a reported 33,000-gallon fuel leak 
in 1968 from the Haines-Fairbanks 
Pipeline. At the time, the pipeline 
was excavated and the fuel was 
burned off. In the 1980s, the federal 
government established a program 
to clean up sites no longer owned 
by the Department of Defense that 
were impacted by previous military 
operations. The Army Corps has been 
investigating and monitoring the site 
since 2012. 

Last week, Army Corps staff 
detailed their proposed remediation 
project to residents in the Chilkat 
Center, many of whom expressed 
skepticism about transporting the soil 
to a remediation site near the river. 

“It’s a preferable location because 
it’s not within town,” Mangano said. 
“It’s relatively industrial in nature. 
That area is basically a gravel pit.”

Fisherman Ryan Cook and Lynn 
Canal Conservation executive 

director Jessica Plachta were 
concerned about the location of the 
landfarming site, which is near a 
man-made salmon spawning channel 
connected to the Chilkat River that 
is considered anadromous habitat. 

“Why put a landfarm at the head 
of a salmon spawning channel?” 
Cook asked. 

Mangano said the site wasn’t the 
Army Corps’ first choice. Their 
preferred site was the old Army 
tank farm on Lutak Road, but they 
couldn’t come to an agreement with 
the landowner, Mangano said. 

Beth Astley, Army Corps Alaska 
district project manager, told the 
CVN that the U.S. Army garrison at 
Fort Wainwright owns the property 
and they felt it was too risky to the 
Army’s environmental restoration 
goals at the Haines Fuel Terminal. 

“The Haines Fuel Terminal is a 

See CORPS page 5By Ceri Godinez
A new version of the Haines 

tourism code could remove public 
hearings from the commercial tour 
permitting process. The change, 
proposed by borough staff, split board 
members at a recent Haines Tourism 
Advisory Board (TAB) meeting.

Under current law, all new 
tour applications or applications 
proposing expansion of an existing 
tour  must go before the assembly for 
a public hearing and final approval.

Under proposed changes, if an 
applicant for a new tour checks all the 
boxes—obtains a business license, 
has general liability insurance, 
submits an application, pays requisite 
fees—then the clerk would approve 
the permit. If the borough received 
substantial complaints about the tour, 
the clerk would have the discretion 
to schedule a public hearing later 
on, Haines Borough clerk Alekka 
Fullerton said. 

Fullerton said she worries the 
current process is too subjective. 
“The way we have it now, it comes 
down to who is asking for the 
permit, if they’re popular enough.” 
Removing the public hearing from 
the commercial tour application 
process would make it a more 

objective, ministerial process and 
would reduce administrative burden, 
she said. 

Fullerton said she estimates that 
duties related to tour permits take up 
roughly 20% of her time as borough 
clerk. “There’s a lot of time setting 
up public hearings and responding to 
public inquiries… and working with 
tour operators on their presentations 
to the assembly.” She said she deals 
with eight to 10 new tour permits  per 
year. Although, she acknowledged 
that her sample size only extends to 
the past two years.

TAB chair Andy Hedden, who 
has gone through the permitting 
process for his business, Haines 
Rafting Company, said, “I’ve found 
the public hearing process to be very 
political.” He said that while the 
current process works well for larger 
businesses, it is more challenging 
for smaller ones as they tend to have 
more limited resources.

Fullerton said she has received 
complaints from people who “feel 
like the public hearing is a barrier 
to entry for new, smaller tour 
operators… One person described it 
last year as a public flogging.” 

See TOUR page 6

By Ceri Godinez
While shattered lower leg bones, 

emergency surgery, and weeks 
of immobilization sound like a 
devastating situation, for Haines 
resident Woody Pahl, it has also 
served as a reminder of the way 
the Haines community looks after 
its own.

On Feb. 8, Pahl crashed while 
competing in the Alcan 200 
snowmachine race. He was thrown 
from the sled and landed on his feet, 
crushing several bones on impact. 

“Someone might as well have 
shoved a chunk of dynamite up (his 
right leg) and let it go,” said Zack 
Ferrin, who has been spearheading 
efforts to raise money for Pahl’s 
medical bills and for renovations to 
his boat for the upcoming fishing 
season.

After the crash, the Coast Guard 
helicoptered Pahl to Juneau where 
he was stabilized before being flown 
to Anchorage. Pahl underwent a 
five-hour emergency surgery the 
following day. Doctors replaced 
fragmented bones with a titanium 
rod running from knee to ankle and 
numerous plates and screws, Pahl 
said. 

While Pahl did not have medical 
insurance at the time of the accident, 
he was up-to-date with his Guardian 

Flight insurance thanks to his 
girlfriend, Jackie St. Clair, Pahl said.

“With Woody being a fisherman 
in the summer and a backcountry 
recreator in the winter, his lifestyle 
is on the higher end of the injury 
risk spectrum,” St. Clair said. “We 
got Guardian Flight insurance after 
his last snow machine wreck, when 
he got flown out by the Coast Guard. 
It’s only $125 to cover our entire 
family for a year, so even if you 
had to get flown by them once in a 
lifetime it seems worth it to me. I 
don’t know how much his Guardian 
Flight to Anchorage would have cost 
without it, but I’m sure it was more 
than $125.”

“I support Woody pursuing his 
passions, but I also have a tendency 
to imagine worst case scenarios. 
When we were gathering things up 
the night before the race, double 
checking  his medevac insurance was 
on the top of my list… It made me 
feel better knowing that if something 
happened, at least the flight would be 
covered,” she said.

Although  Pahl’s flight was covered, 
medical bills were still substantial. 
The week after Pahl’s surgery, Ferrin 
organized a GoFundMe campaign 
with the goal of raising $5,000 to help 
with medical expenses. In four days, 
the campaign raised over $6,200. 

And the donations are still coming 
in, Ferrin said.

“I’m blown away and extremely 
grateful,” Pahl said. “It’s super 
awesome to live in such a supportive 
community. I had no idea the way 
people would pull together for me.” 
He said anything left over after the 
medical bills will go toward his boat, 
the Melinda Rae II, which has been 
in the shop this winter.

Pahl “is in the process of re-
powering the vessel with a new 
Cummins, new reduction gear, new 
decks, new holds, and much more 
for the upcoming shrimp and gillnet 
seasons,” Ferrin said. “He dumped 
his heart and soul into that boat.”

Pahl said he had concerns about 
getting injured going into the Alcan 
200 because of the work he had 
planned for his boat this winter. 
He had planned to do all the work 
himself, but that will no longer be 
possible, he said.

Pahl said he doesn’t anticipate any 
more surgeries, but he’ll know more 
after his checkup on Feb. 25. He starts 
physical therapy this week, but it will 
be six to eight weeks before he can 
start putting weight on his leg again, 
which means it will be April before 
he can resume work on his vessel. 

This puts Pahl in a bind because he 
is slated to start fishing on May 20, 
Ferrin said. And even if Pahl’s boat 
is in shape in time, he’ll still need a 
deckhand or two for the season as he 
continues to recover..

In addition to the crowd-funding 
effort, Ferrin said he’s putting 
together a “work party to have people 
donate their time and labor to work on 
Woody’s boat.” The Uglys of Haines 
and Northern Southeast Gillnetters 
Association are organizing a seafood 
dinner fundraiser, he said.

Racing in the Alcan came together 
at the last minute for Pahl this year, 
Ferrin said. The sled  Pahl had 
planned to race wasn’t working, so 
he was going to skip it. But then 
Ferrin himself had to drop out due 
to medical issues and offered Pahl 
his sled. 

“I’m never lending anyone a sled 
again,” Ferrin said. “I’ve donated 
three sleds and got none of them back-
-one burnt to the ground, another 
guy broke his hip, and then Woody 
broke his leg.”

Ferrin’s not the only one with an 
unlucky track record. Though only 
in his early 30s, Pahl already has an 
impressive list of snowmachining 
injuries. “This is my third… accident. 
Last one was about three years ago. 
That one I got clotheslined off my 
snowmachine by a branch going 60 
mph. I punctured a lung, lacerated 
my spleen, broke ribs,” he said. “In 
2011, I jumped off a cliff at Walker 
Lake, the throttle twisted in the air, 
and the snowmachine went nose 

See CRASH page 4

Howser’s IGA manager Kevin Shove accepts the “Customer Service” award from the Haines Chamber 
of Commerce during their fundraiser dinner Saturday. Alaska Seaplanes won the year’s “Business of the 
Year.” Haynes and Katie Tormey won the “Rising Star” award for their business Haines Industrial Supply. 
The Haines Volunteer Fire Department won the “Citizen of the Year” award. Kyle Clayton photo.
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2010 through 2013 which benefitted fish-
ermen and coastal communities.

The trade imbalance will only get worse, 
the ASMI report said, as Russia aims to 
nearly double the value of its global sea-
food exports by 2024 to over $8 billion.

Huge investments are underway to in-
crease and modernize capacity by building 
more than 20 new processing plants and 
90 new fishing vessels by the year 2030. 
The plan also includes the launch of a new 
marketing and supply chain strategy called 
“The Russian Fish.” 

Total investments by Russia to its fishery 
sector between 2018 and 2025 are estimat-
ed at nearly $7 billion.

Call for crew trainees - The call is out 
for Alaskans interested in learning first-
hand about commercial fishing.

It’s the third year for the Crew Training 
Program hosted by the Alaska Longline 
Fishermen’s Association in Sitka. Over 
213 have applied so far from all over the 
country and 25 deckhands and 20 skippers 
have participated.

“It’s very exciting to see so many young 
people interested in entering the com-
mercial fishing industry. You always hear 
about the graying of the fleet but it shows 
that the interest is out there. Young people 
just need these resources to explore and get 
involved,” said Tara Racine, ALFA com-
munications and program development 
coordinator.

ALFA received a $70,000 grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to 
launch the program and to support similar 
crew apprenticeships in Alaska. Additional 
grants came from the Edgerton Founda-
tion, the City and Borough of Sitka, the 
Alaska Community Foundation.

“We are hoping to share any informa-
tion and lessons that we’ve compiled and 
learned and material we’ve created and 
give it to anyone else interested in doing a 
program like this,” Racine said.

Most of the recruits have gone out on 
longliners and trollers and plans include 
expanding to seiners and gillnetters in a 
flexible fishing schedule. 

“We have short term and long term pro-
grams,” she explained. “It could be just a 
couple of days for people who just want 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
February 14, 2020

Lost in the headlines about the hits to 
seafood sales from the Trump Administra-
tion’s trade war with China is another in-
ternational barrier with Russia that’s been 
going on far longer.

In August of 2014 Russia placed an em-
bargo on all U.S. food products to retaliate 
for sanctions the U.S and other Western 
countries imposed over the invasion of 
Ukraine. The ban included Alaska seafood, 
which at the time accounted for more than 
$61 million in annual sales to Russia, pri-
marily from pink salmon roe.

But here’s the bigger hurt: For the near-
ly six years that the embargo has been in 
place, no corresponding limits have ever 
been imposed on Russian seafood coming 
into the US. 

At first, Alaska seafood companies and 
the Congressional delegation made some 
“tit for tat” noise about imposing a ban on 
Russian seafood. But in fact, the value of 
Russian imports has grown nearly 70 per-
cent since 2014 - and it all comes into the 
U.S. almost entirely duty free.

A four page white paper from the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute outlines the 
trade imbalance further.

For example, the U.S. imported $551 
million of seafood from Russia in 2018, 
plus $50 million of pollock from China 
that was caught in Russia.  U.S. crab com-
prised 84 percent of the value of Russian 
imports just in that one year.

Through December 2019, the numbers 
increased again – federal trade data show 
that more than 80.2 million pounds of 
Russian seafood entered the U.S. valued 
at over $698 million. That included nearly 
16 million pounds of red king crab valued 
at $293 million and 4.6 million pounds of 
frozen sockeye salmon worth over $16.7 
million.

Alaska and Russia harvest many of the 
same fish and crab species, and many Rus-
sian seafood products compete in the U.S. 
at much lower prices.

The trade report reveals how ASMI 
worked aggressively to build markets in 
Russia starting in 2006, and steady growth 
boosted Alaska pink salmon prices from 

an intro and that’s what the skippers have 
the availability and time for. We also have 
plenty who go out for the entire season or 
several weeks at a time.”

The rookies are paid for their work and 
Racine said skippers are eager to show 
them the ropes.

“The skippers are looking for reliable 
crew and are wanting to mentor the next 
generation of resource stewards and skilled 
fishermen. So not only are they training the 
pool of young people in our area to become 
deck hands, they also are ensuring the life 
of this industry that they love and is so im-
portant to our coastal communities,” she 
said.

Troller Eric Jordan has mentored over 40 
young fishermen aboard the F/V I Gotta. 
He believes the future depends on them 
learning the right ways to care for the fish.

“Finding crew with some experience is 
so critical to the future of our individual 
businesses in the industry as a whole,” Jor-
dan said. “One of the things this program 
provides is the taste of it. So, deckhands 
know they like it, and skippers can rec-
ommend them for future employment. It 
is a win-win for the crewmembers and the 
skippers.” 

The program’s growth will depend on 
more skipper participation. Applicants 
must be 18 or older to apply at www.al-
fafish.org/crewtraining.  The deadline is 
February 28.  

Dungie danger - Two hundred fisher-
men in Southeast Alaska will share a re-
cord $16.3 million payday for the Dunge-
ness crab they hauled up from combined 
summer and winter fisheries, which just 
wrapped up last month.  

Crabbers fishing primarily around Pe-
tersburg and Wrangell landed 5.3 million 
pounds of dungies for the season, the third 
highest catch and at an average $3.07 per 
pound, the most valuable ever.

Meanwhile, some grim news for dun-
gies has surfaced that reveals impacts of 
increased ocean acidity on the crab.

Results from NOAA’s Pacific Marine 
Environmental Laboratory in California 
showed for the first time that corrosive con-
ditions of coastal waters affected portions 
of the fragile, still-developing shells and 

legs of tiny, post-larval Dungeness crabs, 
leaving tell-tale features such as abnormal 
ridging structures and scarred surfaces

In another surprising discovery, lab stud-
ies on crabs collected in 2016 showed in-
creased acidity caused the loss of hair-like 
bristles called mechanoreceptors that stick 
out from the shell and transmit important 
chemical and mechanical sensations that 
help the crabs navigate their environment.  
The research team said “this is a new as-
pect of crustacean sensitivity to ocean 
acidification that has not been previously 
reported.” 

Previously, scientists thought Dungeness 
crab were not vulnerable to current levels 
of acidity.

“This is the first study that demonstrates 
that larval crabs are already affected by 
ocean acidification in the natural environ-
ment and builds on previous understanding 
of ocean acidification impacts on ptero-
pods,” lead author Nina Bednarsek said in 
a press release. (Pteropods are tiny floating 
snails that are a main diet for juvenile pink 
salmon)

Dungeness crab is the West Coast’s most 
valuable fishery and all states are working 
to develop policies and management tools 
to deal with effects on marine life from the 
off kilter ocean chemistry. Some reports 
have shown that even if preventive mea-
sures are taken now, the situation will still 
worsen in coming years before it gets bet-
ter.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 
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Planning commission approves 
Constantine heliport permits

Don’t bet on Governor’s revenue idea
Commentary by Larry Persily

The governor says he “has been 
actively seeking new revenue sources 
to diversify our economy.” He has 
been on the job almost 15 months and 
was a senator for five years before 
that, four as a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee.

He has been in a leadership role 
in state government long enough to 
earn a master’s degree in economics.

And yet the best new revenue 
source he and his team have been 
able to come up with so far is a state 
lottery, maybe expanding to sports 
betting.

I’m taking 4-to-1 odds the 
Legislature says no.

Even if every Alaskan 18 and older 
burned up an average $250 a year 
on lottery tickets (instant winners 
and drawings), the state’s take 
after expenses and prizes wouldn’t 
cover much more than 2% of the 
irresponsible $1.5 billion state budget 
gap that Gov. Mike Dunleavy has 
created because he continues to insist 
on paying an unaffordable Permanent 
Fund dividend.

The governor’s team says the state 
take could be much higher if the 
program is expanded from scratch-
and-weep instant tickets and video 
lotteries to allow betting on sporting 
events. Maybe the state could take 
bets on whether Pete Rose ever  
makes it into the Hall of Fame after 
he was banished from baseball for 
betting on games.

Or, better yet, make it more 

Alaskan. Take bets on the price of 
oil. Make book on Iditarod finishers. 
If you really want to double down on 
your Alaska gamble, the state could 
give odds on the amount of the annual 
Permanent Fund dividend.

Bad bets aside, state-sanctioned 
gaming is a diversionary tactic, much 
like the shell game run by magicians 
who hope to trick you into taking 
your eye off the ball.

Rather than propose a meaningful 
new revenue source, something that 
could help before Alaska’s economy 
breaks an axle on one of the roadway 
potholes left behind by budget cuts, 
the governor deals the cards for 
gambling.

Don’t bother arguing that state-led 
lotteries and sports betting could take 
away revenue from nonprofits that 
rely on pull-tabs and raffles to raise 
the money they need to fill gaps in 
community services.

And don’t get into the morality 
debate of how government-led 
addictive gambling merely takes 
more from people least able to afford 
the loss but who see a lottery ticket 
as a plausible hope in life.

The governor’s justification 
doesn’t talk about any of that. All 
he said is that it’s all about “new 
revenue sources to diversify our 
economy.” How is a lottery or sports 
betting diversification if it’s mostly 
Alaskans taking money out of their 
pocket to play the game? That’s old 
money already in the state, not new 
money. The only diversification is 

that it diverts attention from a bigger 
problem — the budget.

To sell his proposal, the governor 
pitches gaming as something virtuous, 
pledging that millions would go to 
“public health and welfare needs 
of our citizens,” such as education, 
domestic violence, substance abuse, 
foster care and senior services.

Isn’t that what taxes do?
If  all those services are so 

important, and if the governor 
recognizes their importance, why the 
need to stuff the pill into a chunk of 
apple pie to make it go down easier.

Now that the governor has 
acknowledged Alaska needs new 
revenues to pay for important 
services, he should stop trying to 
bluff his way to a winning political 
hand. Raising money from people 
to pay for services is a tax. Calling 
it anything else is a sleight of hand.

Promoting i t  as  harmless 
entertainment and the American 
dream of holding the winning ticket 
merely perpetuates the Alaska myth: 
Public services are magic — they just 
appear and no one has to pay.

Our elected leaders need to talk 
truthfully about taxes. We’re adults. 
Presenting a lottery and video games 
as the first answer treats us as gullible 
gamblers.

Larry Persily is a longtime 
Alaska journalist, with breaks for 
federal, state and municipal service 
in oil and gas and taxes, including 
deputy commissioner at the Alaska 
Department of Revenue 1999-2003. 

By Ceri Godinez
On Thursday, Feb. 13 the Haines 

Borough Planning Commission 
approved conditional use permits for 
two Constantine mine heliports that 
are currently in operation. 

“The heliports are already 
constructed and in use. We are 
looking for permission to operate 
them as they are,” Liz Cornejo, 
Constantine’s Vice President of 
Community and External Affairs, 
said. Cornejo explained that the mine 
had been operating the two heliports 
under discussion since 2013 and 
2016, respectively. 

Cornejo said the mine had been 
aware of the need for conditional 
use permits at the time of heliport 
construction and had asked the 
borough if they needed to apply for 
one. She said the company had been 
advised that they did not need one 
for either heliport.

While heliports require a 
conditional use permit in order to 
operate in the borough’s general 
use zone, resource extraction is a 
“use-by-right.” The mine should 
not need conditional use permits to 
operate heliports because helicopters 
are integral to the mine’s resource 
extraction activities, Cornejo said.

However,  current borough 
manager Debra Schnabel determined 
that a conditional use permit was 
necessary in order for Constantine 
to operate the heliports. Schnabel 
cited borough code restricting 
heliports in the general use zone in 
a memo submitted to the planning 
commission.

Lynn Canal  Conservat ion 
executive director Jessica Plachta 
spoke during public testimony, 
thanking the borough for regulating 
an activity “that’s been unregulated 
for so many years.” Plachta said 
Lynn Canal Conservation objected to 
Constantine’s conditional use permit 
application on several grounds 
including a lack of evidence of 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
approval for the mine’s Glacier Creek 
heliport and the fact that Constantine 
submitted a single application for 
two separate heliports. She urged 
committee members to impose 
restrictions on any conditional use 
permit they approved.

Cornejo responded to Plachta’s 
concerns. She gave evidence of 
BLM approval of the Glacier Creek 
heliport and said that the mine 
agreed that separate conditional 
use permits made sense and would 

pay an additional $150 for a second 
application.

The conditional use permits for 
the two heliports passed the Planning 
Commission unanimously without 
restrictions.

Other topics at the meeting 
included:

Adoption of a draft ordinance 
recommended by the Code Review 
Commission clarifying the definition 
of public notice.

The announcement of borough 
planner  Tim O’Melia’s resignation at 
the end of the month. O’Melia cited 
a lack of experience as his reason 
for resigning.

Commissioner Sylvia Heinz’s 
announcement that she would 
need to either resign or request a 
leave of absence from the planning 
commission for personal reasons. 
Chair Diana Lapham suggested 
Heinz discuss the decision with the 
mayor.

Date setting for two committee 
workshops: a maintenance of non-
borough  roads workshop on Tuesday, 
Feb. 18 at 3 p.m. and a workshop 
to refine criteria for heliports in the 
general use zone on March 19 at 
6:30 p.m.

CUTS from page 1
farmers markets and other events. 
The building also suffers from 
structural issues in need of repair.

Rogers, a Mosquito Lake resident, 
said while the building is valuable 
to the area residents, “it is a waste 
of our money to continue keeping 
that building warm and secure and 
lighting in and all that kind of stuff.”

Rogers suggested the possibility of 
forming a service area and raise taxes 
to fund the building’s operations and 
maintenance. Josephson suggested 
the borough look into forming a 
management agreement with an 
entity to relieve the borough of its 
operating costs. 

Thomas said he thinks the upper 
valley residents should pay for the 
community center. “I’ve witnessed 
those people generate $25,000 for 
a memorial like it was nothing,” 
Thomas said of the fundraising 
efforts for the wilderness memorial 
at 25 Mile Haines Highway. 

The financial agreement between 
the borough and Friends of Mosquito 
Lake School ends Jan. 31, 2021, but 
can also be ended by either party with 
30 days of notice. 

Schnabel said while she wasn’t 
arguing against the idea, she cautioned 
the assembly to recognize that they 
represent the entire borough, and that 
residents outside the townsite pay 
for town services such as the pool, 
museum and library.  

The library was also discussed, 
including the question of how much 
the library’s operating costs will 
increase if the library completes an 
expansion that the library board is 
currently fundraising for. 

“Two words for the library: User 
fees,” Thomas said. “That’s all I’m 
going to say.”

Josephson said she’d like to look 
at coming up with an agreement for 
nonprofits to take over management 
of the library. 

Assembly member Zephyr 
Sincerny said the assembly should 
be clear on how much costs will 
increase with expansion, and whether 
the library would expect the borough 
to cover them before making any 

decisions. 
The assembly also discussed 

having another entity take charge of 
the museum, a building also in need 
of structural repairs. A large portion 
of the museum’s operating expenses 
are paid for by the borough. If the 
borough stopped those payments, 
the ownership of the building would 
revert to the Presbyterian Church. 

Similar to the Mosquito Lake 
Community Center, Josephson said 
the assembly should consider options 
like giving the museum to another 
entity such as a nonprofit.  

The swimming pool, also in need 
of a new HVAC system, was also 
the subject of discussion. The pool 
is in need of $6 million in additional 
repairs, according to condition 
survey from 2007, referenced by 
finance director Jila Stuart. 

Josephson said an expenditure 
the borough should take on is the 
reconstruction of the public safety 
building. “Do we fund a pool or do 
we fund a public safety building,” 
Josephson said. “I think we know 
what the responsible answer to that 
is.”

The workshop was of ten 
punctuated by assembly members 
calling attention to the state’s 
$1.5 billion budget deficit. Rogers 
pointed to the governor’s proposed 
budget that spends three-fourths of 
the remaining state savings in the 
Constitutional Budget Reserve. “If 
you think things are bad now,” Rogers 
said, “I think they’re going to get a 
lot worse.”

The deficit assumes Alaskans are 
paid the full statutory dividend.

Besides user fees at the library, the 
assembly did not discuss any revenue 
generating measures. 

At the end of the meeting, Stuart 
said the borough performed well at 
its annual audit. It has six months 
of operating expenses in its savings. 
Schnabel said revenues are expected 
to be equal to last year. 

Josephson said when preparing her 
budget, Schnabel should look to cut 
everything besides education, public 
works and public safety. 

CRASH from page 3
down. I shattered my nose and the peak of my skull into crumbs,” 
resulting in three hours of reconstructive surgery.

“If Woody can break something, he will,” Ferrin said. “He’s 
definitely a cat; he’s got nine lives.”

 “I’ll probably slow my roll,” Pahl said of future Alcan plans. “If  I 
do end up racing it will be in a smaller class with a sled that doesn’t 
go as fast. But my girlfriend says, ‘No (to future Alcan racing).’”

“When I first talked to him after the accident, he said, ‘absolutely 
not, no way. I’m sticking to mountain riding.’ But now his answer’s 
changed,” Ferrin said. “Once you race the Alcan, you either love it 
or hate it. I think he’ll be back.”

Pahl will stay with family in Anchorage for at least a month 
while he goes to follow-up appointments and completes physical 
therapy, Ferrin said. The dinner fundraiser co-hosted by the Uglys 
and Gillnetters Association will take place on Thursday, Feb. 27 at 
the American Legion Hall. Ferrin said organizers are still finalizing 
details about time and food but “sockeye and shrimp will be on the 
menu for sure.”
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Feb. 18, 1970
An unusual opportunity to hear a master player 

of the clarinet in full solo recital will occur when 
Chester Milosovich, accompanied by Miss Judith 
Bailey at the piano, will present the final concert of 
this season’s Alaska Music Trail.

The clarinet is both a standard and a popular 
instrument today. It is a mainstay of bands, from 
high school to military – including a circus.

It is indispensable to the wind choir of the symphony 
orchestra, from high school to philharmonic – 
including the opera pit. It has long been a star in 
popular music from jazz to rock – including blues 
and swing.

Milosovich, first clarinetist in the Minnesota 
Orchestra, has won acclaim for his brilliant playing 
from coast to coast and from continent to continent. 
He is a recording artist as well as a teacher and “an 
extraordinary clarinetist who can do anything with 
his instrument that the mind can devise!” as the 
Chicago Daily News put it.

Feb. 23, 1995
Seven years after suspending the Haines King 

Salmon Derby, organizers are finalizing plans to 
resurrect the popular sportfishing event.

State-sponsored studies of local king salmon stocks 
show the population at a 10-year high, helping calm 
concerns that prompted the event’s cancellation in 
1989.

The 1995 derby is set for Memorial Day weekend, 
said coordinator Jim Studley.

Efforts to solicit support and prizes for the contest 
are only beginning and will be a big task for the Haines 
Sportsmen’s Association, which has sponsored the 
event 17 years.

In the past, as many as 1,347 sport fishers have 
participated in the local derby, raising money or 
youth activities sponsored by the sportsmen’s group. 

At its peak, as many as 187 chinook were entered 
in the contest, which offered top prizes valued at 
up to $1,500.

Feb. 18, 2010
Haines Assisted Living seeks residents to fill 

five vacant rooms at its facility by year’s end, and 
representatives hope locals will apply.

“Right now we’re working with several people, 
and we have lots of interest,” said HAL administrator 
Vince Hansen. “We have some vacancies now, but 
we won’t have vacancies for long. We really would 
like to see it filled up with Haines residents.”

The assisted living facility opened its eight rooms 
Oct. 1, and currently houses four residents in three 
rooms.

Hansen said center organizers expected more 
immediate local interest in the rooms after HAL 
opened. Though 18 residents have completed 
applications to show interest. None were ready to 
move in, he said.

NOSE JOB – Director John Hedrick, left, adjusts 
a wan nose molded by Annette Smith for actor Dan 
Henry, who plays the role of Groucho Marx in the 
Lynn Canal Community Players’ production “Night 
in the Ukraine.” The play will be staged March 3 
and 4. (From 1995)
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CORPS from page 3
contaminated site itself,” Astley said. 
“The Army has been working to clean 
up that site for many years so that 
the land can be released from Army 
control. They’re near the end of that 
process. They weren’t comfortable 
with landfarming because it might 
conflict with their clean-up activities 
and project schedule.”

The Army Corps plans to dig out 
contaminated soil from both sides 
of the highway, which would leave 
contaminated soil underneath the 
road. Tim McDonough asked why 
the Army Corps wouldn’t excavate 
the soil during the Haines Highway 
reconstruction project. 

Mangano said the Alaska 
Department of Transportation’s 
work schedule doesn’t align with 
the Army Corps, and that removing 
soil underneath the road goes beyond 
the scope of the highway project. 

The Army Corps proposes using 
a combination of in-situ treatment 
techniques that would reduce the 
remaining contamination under the 
road.  After the soil removal, an 
oxygen-releasing compound would 
be distributed into the soil to promote 
faster breakdown of the petroleum 
by microbes. 

The second part of the in-situ 
treatment would involve injecting 
granular activated carbon into soil on 
the river side of the road to reduce 
the contamination in groundwater 
flowing toward the Chilkat River 
slough.  Mangano explained that 
the natural removal of the material 
by microbes is already occurring at 
the site and these in-situ treatment 
methods would help the microbes 
break down the remaining petroleum 
contamination more quickly.  

“Those two treatment methods in 

concert will help remediate the soil 
underneath the road,” Mangano said. 
“Will it remediate it as fast as just 
digging it up would? No. Dealing 
with the constraints, this is the 
preferred alternative.”

The Army Corps has been 
investigating the area since 2012. 
In 2014, engineers installed eight 
groundwater-monitoring wells 
and collected multiple sediment 
and surface water samples from 
the Chilkat River Slough with 
no contamination detected in the 
sediment or surface water. 

In 2016 scientists first noticed a 
sheen within a groundwater seep on a 
gravel bar along the base of the river 
bank at low water.  They sampled 
the groundwater seep, which tested 
positive for contaminants.  In 2018 
they sampled surface water from 

the Chilkat River Slough at five 
locations and none of the samples 
tested positive for contamination.   In 
2019, they again observed the sheen 
in a groundwater seep on the gravel 
bar at low water and a sample of the 
seep exceeded Alaska Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
standards. 

Army Corps engineers believe 
that when the water levels rise in the 
spring and summer, the groundwater 
is pushed away from the slough 
within the project area, and flows 
back toward and into the slough 
during low water. “There is some 
point seasonally where this standing 
water interfaces with flowing water 
so there is some degree of likelihood 
of this ending up in the flowing 
slough.” 

Mangano said the Army Corps 

wants to start excavating the soil by 
August, and will continue to monitor 
the site after the initial remediation 
effort.

The pipeline was constructed in the 
1950s for U.S. military operations. 
The leak at the site is one of 20 along 
the pipeline, and one of 100 projects 
across the state being addressed by 
the Army Corps. 

The plan is preliminary and the 
Army Corps is taking public comment 
on their preferred alternative. 

The Army Corps environmental 
assessment can be found at www.poa.
usace.army.mil/Library/Reports-
and-Studies 

Written comments can be emailed 
to POA-FUDS@usace.army.mil or 
mailed to ATTN: CEPOA-PM-ESP-
FUDS (Astley), PO Box 6898, JBER, 
AK 99506.  The deadline to submit 
comments is March 6, 2020.

SEA from page 1
Seafoods, had joined Cooke and 
Ocean Beauty in talks about Alaska 
salmon industry consolidation.

Alaska seafood processors “could 
all use a lot more fish,” Forbush said, 
acknowledging the trend of more 
processing capacity than salmon in 
recent years. The Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game predicted a 
harvest of 12 million pink salmon 
in Southeast in 2020. This is well 
below the 35 million average for the 
past 10 years. And it is well below 
the current processing capacity in 
Alaska, Forbush said. “2013 was 
the last year we had more fish than 
capacity.”

Ocean Beauty has struggled in past 
years with low salmon yields. During 
the 2018 season, Ocean Beauty 
closed its Excursion Inlet plant early 
as a result of low fish volume, KHNS 
reported. And at the end of 2019, 
Ocean Beauty sold its Petersburg 
canning facility, citing market trends. 
According to Petersburg radio station 
KFSK, the company transferred 
many Petersburg cannery workers 
to the Excursion Inlet plant, which 

has a greater capacity for producing 
popular frozen salmon products.

Consolidation talks are motivated 
by recognition that a single, large 
processing company would have 
the resources to better deal with 
turbulence in the market, low 
salmon yields and rising labor costs, 
Undercurrent reported. 

However, the timeline for Cooke’s 
alleged acquisition of Ocean Beauty 
remains unclear. “We don’t offer 
comment on rumored or speculated 
acquisitions or mergers,” said Joel 
Richardson, vice president of public 
relations for Cooke. 

“Historically the majority of raw 
fish tax (fisheries business tax) that 
comes to the Haines Borough is 
generated by fish landed at (Ocean 
Beauty’s Excursion Inlet plant),” 
Haines Borough Finance Director 
Jila Stuart said. Although in recent 
years, “the plant at Letnikof has 
become a significant contributor 
as well.”

For the current fiscal year, the 
borough collected $226,890 in raw 
fish tax.

Haines Dolphins Lucia Chapell and Pacific Ricke returned from the 2020 
Alaska Age Group Championship swim meet in Ketchikan where they 
competed against 22 teams from across the state. 

“Both girls did really well,” Haines Dolphins coach Jackie St. Clair said. 
“It was Lucia’s first meet of the season and Pacific’s second meet. They were 
a little anxious because our season started later than usual, and athletes from 
other teams are several months of training ahead of them, but they both got 
best times and had some really great swims, which shows that they have 
more than made up for any time lost.”

Chapell placed second in the 200-meter individual medley and fourth in 
the 100-and 200-meter fly strokes. 

Ricke placed first in the 400-meter individual medley, 500- and 200-meter 
freestyle, second in the 100- and 200-meter backstroke and 200-meter 
individual medley and third in the 50-meter backstroke. 

The girls will start training for their next championship meet, the Junior 
Olympics, scheduled for the end of April. 

“And between now and then they will be competing at local time trials, 
and at least one meet in Juneau,” St. Clair said. “Because of increased 
transportation costs and weather delays, the Dolphins have not been able 
to travel to any other meets this year, but we are hopeful with increased 
ferry service in April the team will get to swim in Juneau at Southeast 
Championships.”

Dolphins make a 
splash in Ketchikan
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Tuesday, February 11
A message was relayed to the 

owner of an abandoned vehicle 
on 300 Block South Sawmill Road.

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
registration violation on Main 
Street.

HBPD contacted the owner of 
a vehicle on 600 Block Haines 
Highway that had an expired 
registration.

A caller reported a diabled 
vehicle on Main Street.

A 31yo male was arrested on 
400 Block Main Street for assault 
and transported to the Haines 
Rural Jail Facility.
Wednesday, February 12

Haines PD assisted another 
agency regarding a vehicle 
abandoned on the side of Three 
Mile Haines Highway.

A message from Fort Seward 
Dr ive was relayed to Public 
Facilities. 

A caller reported a littering issue 
on Mathias Road.

HVFD and HBPD responded to 
an unattended death at 33 Mile 
Haines Highway.
Thursday, February 13

A caller at Three Mile Haines 
Highway repor ted receiving 
harassing text mesages.

A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  t w o 
unauthorized vehicles in the 

parking lot on 300 Block Haines 
Highway.
Friday, February 14

A caller reoprted a theft of mail 
at 26 Mile Haines Highway.

HVFD responded to a vehicle 
fire on 1000 Block Haines Highway.
Saturday, February 15

HVFD and HBPD responded 
to an unattended death on Small 
Tracts Road.

A cell phone found on Haines 
Highway was placed in safekeeping.

A message was relayed to a 
Haines Resident.

A caller was provided with 
information to a locksmith at 0 
Mile Haines Haines.

HVFD responded to a service 
call on 400 Block Young Road.

A caller reported a lost AirPod 
case in town.
Sunday, February 16

A caller reported hearing yelling 
on 800 Block Highland Drive.
Monday, February 17

A wallet found in town was 
returned to the owner.

There were no 911 hang-ups, 
two canine, seven EMS calls and 
10  traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

Police Report

LEGAL NOTICES
HAINES BOROUGH NOTICE - FEBRUARY 16, 2020

DELINQUENT SALES TAX
**************************************************
JOHANA GOERNER – MOOSTERIOUS EMPORIUM, LLC

**************************************************
According to Borough records, the above business account is 
delinquent in filing the required reports and applicable sales 
tax through December 31 of 2019. Delinquent accounts are 

subject to additional penalty and interest charges, advertised 
public notices, estimated tax assessments and small claims 

proceedings for a lien to be filed.

TOUR from page 3
“Public hearings are generally 

unpleasant in Haines,” Haines Shuttle 
operator Jonathan Richardson said. 
Richardson went through the tour 
permitting process for his business 
in 2017. A few members of the 
community used the public hearing 
for his business as a forum to air 
grievances about his trail grooming 
efforts, Richardson said. “Random 
things are brought up in public 
hearings that aren’t necessarily to 
the point. Some people don’t have 
a valid legal position, they just have 
someone they don’t like, but it isn’t 
something that should be considered 
when you’re imposing laws.”

T h e  a s s e m b l y  a p p r o v e d 
Richardson’s permit despite 
comments about his trail grooming. 
Richardson said he believes tour 
permits generally get approved 
regardless of the nature of public 
commentary during the hearing. “It 
lets people have their say, but I’m not 
sure they feel any better, and I’m not 
sure it wins people over.”

Public hearings for tour permits 
are rarely a productive exercise, 
Richardson said. He said he could 
imagine a scenario where someone 
might raise a valid legal concern 
at a hearing, but “usually it’s just a 
popularity contest,” he said. “I don’t 
know of an instance where the public 
hearing was beneficial.”

However, several TAB members 
at the meeting expressed support for 
preserving the hearing requirements 
as a mediation tool between Haines 
residents and the tourism industry.

“If we take away public input, 
we will see a severe backlash,” 
TAB member and Alaska Mountain 
Guides owner Sean Gaffney said. 
Giving the public the opportunity 
to participate and the assembly the 
opportunity to respond to concerns 
by placing restrictions on a tour are 
steps necessary to preserve goodwill 
toward the tourism industry in 
Haines, said Gaffney, who went 
through a drawn-out public hearing 
process in 2017 to obtain a winter 
tour permit. The process involved 
three hearings and conditions were 
placed on his permit, but it was worth 
it, Gaffney said, because “it got the 
public on board.”

Gaffney said the proposed changes 
were also concerning from a business 
owner’s perspective since they would 
allow a public hearing and restrictions 
to come up after an operator had 
invested in the existing tour. “Tour 
operators should have certainty in 
their permit once approved because 
it requires significant investment… 
(having the public hearing upfront) 
helps people make an informed 
decision of whether to invest.”

The public hearing requirement 
for commercial tour permits was put 
in place in the early 2000s when the 
original Haines tourism code was 
created. At the time, as a result of 
increases in cruise ship passenger 
visits, Haines residents recognized 
a need for code regulating tourism 
activities, said Dan Egolf, a member 
of the tourism planning committee, 
an advisory group charged with 
creating recommendations for the 
original tourism code. 

The tourism code was created 
to give the public a voice in the 
process, to improve public safety 
by ensuring operators met certain 
safety and insurance standards, 
and to protect legitimate tour 
businesses from encroachment by 
illegal operations, Egolf said. The 
committee looked at laws regulating 
tour permits in other Southeast 
Alaska communities including Sitka, 
Skagway, Juneau and Ketchikan and 
based their recommendations on the 
best practices in those communities, 
he said.

However, the public hearing 
requirement was one practice the 
committee did not borrow from 
another community. According 
to Chilkat Valley News reporting 
in 2018, Haines was the only 
community in Southeast to require 
a public hearing and assembly 
approval for a commercial tour 
permit. 

Petersburg and Wrangell have no 
commercial tour permit approval 
process in code. Skagway does 
little to regulate permits except 
in designated National Historic 
Landmark Dyea Flats. Juneau, 
Ketchikan and Sitka have more 
stringent requirements, entrusting 
the tour permit approval process 
to various department heads. For 
example, in Sitka, the police chief 
approves commercial tour permits 
“upon finding that the applicant for 
the permit is fit, willing, and able to 
comply with the law.”

Although the public hearing 
requirement is unique to Haines, 
Egolf said removing it would be a 
mistake. A driving force behind the 
creation of the tourism code was 
the public’s desire to have a say 
whenever someone applied for a new 
permit or someone was expanding 
their business, he said. “That was 
really important. In Haines, you want 
to have everyone at the table to get 
something done. If you’re not at the 
table, you’re the dinner.”

Egolf said he believes there’s a 
fairness element to the assembly 
approval requirement. “If you’re 
going to be judged, it should be by a 
group of people, not just one person’s 
whim.” Leaving approval to the 
discretion of a single person sets up a 
situation for abuse of power, he said.

Heather Sanborne, owner of 
the small fishing charter company 
Haines Family Adventures, said the 
public hearing was beneficial to her 
as a tour operator. She went through 
the permitting process in 2017 after 
moving her business from Skagway 
to Haines for her “own personal 
quality of life.” She said getting up 
in front of a panel and having to 
articulate the reasoning behind a tour 
as well as safety and contingency 
plans is an integral part of the 
permitting process because it forces 
tour operators to think responsibly 
about their business and take their 
role in the community seriously. 
Haines’ permitting process for 
commercial tours is what keeps the 
community from resembling cruise 
ship towns like Skagway, she said. 

While Sanborne said she feels 
strongly that new tour operators go 
before a review body and explain 
their ideas prior to approval, she 
said this need not take the form of a 
public hearing before the assembly. It 
could be a closed presentation before 
a designated board like TAB, she said. 
For her, the important part is ensuring 
operators have a clear vision for 
their tours and an understanding of 
how they will help grow the Haines 
tourism industry in a responsible way 
without sacrificing the authenticity 
of the community.

At the TAB meeting, members 
discussed compromises with the 
goal of preserving public input 
while lessening the burden on 
tour  applicants and borough 
administration. Member Diana 
Lapham suggested requiring tour 
permit applicants go through the 
assembly’s commerce committee 
for approval. A hearing before 
the commerce committee is “not 
as formal and scary as a hearing 
before the full assembly,” she said. 
Under this suggestion, commerce 
committee recommendations would 
be forwarded to the assembly, which 
would have the final say.

Fullerton said she worried this 
alternative would turn one public 
hearing into two as applicants 
would be subjected to the commerce 
committee hearing and then the 
assembly would have the discretion 
to schedule more public hearings 
before reaching a final decision.

Board member Barbara Mulford 

asked what others thought of giving 
the tourism director the authority to 
approve commercial tour permits, 
removing the administrative burden 
from the clerk’s office and shifting it 
to the tourism department.

Gaffney said he would be hesitant to 
leave the matter to any single person’s 
discretion but could support moving 
permit renewals to the tourism 
department as long as the initial 
hearing requirement was preserved. 
However, this suggestion would do 
little to address concerns about the 
burdens placed on applicants and 
borough administration by the public 
hearing requirement.

Suggestions in a commerce 
committee meeting a few days later 
centered on the idea of mandatory 
public hearings only for tours that 
meet certain criteria, reducing the 
number of public hearings without 
leaving the discretion of whether to 
schedule one to the clerk. Proposals 
included standards based on the 
number of complaints a tour received 
and a size threshold, requiring only 
larger tour businesses to go through 
the public hearing process.

The problem with a size threshold, 
said Gaffney, who attended the 
commerce committee meeting, is 
that small tours can still have a large 
impact in the community. He used 
his idea for a small jetski tour as an 
example.

At the Tourism Advisory Board 
meeting, members tabled discussion 
of changes to public hearing 
requirements to leave time for 
consideration of other proposed 
changes to tourism code including 
the fee structure for tour permits and 
tour permit exemptions. 

TAB members voted unanimously 
to recommend that the assembly 
extend the sunset date for tourism 
code changes put in place last 
year. These changes, which are 
set to expire on March 1, include: 
requiring that operators submit a 
safety and operating plan, mandating 
that operators report end of season 
tour numbers and raising the annual 
permit fee from $25 to $75 for a 
company with fewer than 5,000 
annual clients and $250 for those with 
more than 5,000. The committee’s 
recommendation, if approved by the 
assembly, would extend the sunset 
date to April 30, giving members 
more time to come up with answers 
to the question of public hearing 
requirements.

This recommendation was 
supported  at the commerce 
committee meeting. “This is a 
tough one,” said committee chair 
Gabe Thomas, referring to the 
public hearing requirement. “I can 
see arguments on both sides.” The 
commerce committee agreed that 
extending the sunset date would give 
TAB the time to “get it right,” and 
hopefully prevent the need to revisit 
the topic any time in the near future.

The next Tourism Advisory Board 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at 12 p.m. At the meeting, 
members will resume discussions 
about public hearing requirements. 

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

2025 Comprehensive Plan Action Summary
The Haines Borough is soliciting proposals from qual-

ified applicants to enter into a contract to update and re-
vise the topic areas of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan Ac-
tion Summary to assure relevancy, consider feasibility and 
set priorities through a process of public engagement and 
professional treatment. Proposal deadline: noon 3/5/20 to 
Borough Clerk’s Office- proposals may be delivered to 103 
Third Avenue or emailed to afullerton@haines.ak.us. More 
information is available at www.hainesalaska.gov/rfps.

Alaska Department of
Transportation & Public Facilities

Southcoast Region
PUBLIC NOTICE: SEASONAL VEHICLE

WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS
Issue Date: February 20, 2020

This notice is to remind the public and the trucking industry that sea-
sonal weight/load restrictions will be imposed soon by the Department 
on its highway system for all vehicles over 10,000# GVW. These annual 
weight restrictions are intended to reduce roadway damage caused by 
heavy vehicles traveling on highways weakened during spring thawing 
conditions. The weight restrictions are stated as a percentage of legal al-
lowable weight and shall be applied to the maximum axle loading in ac-
cordance with 17 AAC 25.013(e). 
These annual restrictions are very dependent upon weather, local soil 
conditions, and frost depth, but usually occur between late February 
and May each year for Southeast Alaska, Kodiak Island, and the Alaska 
Peninsula. Since these limitations may reduce the allowable gross vehicle 
weight by as much as 50%, it would be advisable to transport as much 
freight as possible prior to the above dates. All State routes may be subject 
to seasonal weight restrictions.
When imposed, or modified, these restrictions will be posted on the 
DOT&PF Division of Measurement Standards and Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement webpage.
This can be found at: http://www.dot.state.ak.us/mscve/main.cfm
 • Under Commercial Vehicle tab at the top of the page, click Weight

Restrictions.
 • Choose the latest Southcoast Region listing to view the current version

of our posted seasonal weight restriction notices.
The Department of Public Safety and MSCVE officers will be enforcing 
these restrictions.
Issued by:

 Marcus Zimmerman, Maintenance & Operations Specialist
 Email: marcus.zimmerman@alaska.gov
 Phone: (907) 465-4655
 Fax: (907) 465-2021

If you or someone you represent requires special accommodations in 
order to respond to this public notice, please call or email the project 
coordinator listed above, or call Alaska Relay at 711, or call

 (800) 770-8973 for TTY      (800) 770-8255 for voice
 (800) 770-3919 for ASCII      (866) 355-6198 for STS

Ask the communications assistant to call the project coordinator listed 
above so arrangements can be made to assist you.
Print CVN February 20, 2020

Alaska Department of 
Transportation & Public Facilities 

Southcoast Region

PUBLIC NOTICE: SEASONAL VEHICLE 
WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS

Issue Date: February 20, 2020

This notice is to remind the public and the trucking industry that 
seasonal weight/load restrictions will be imposed soon by the 
Department on its highway system for all vehicles over 10,000# GVW. 
These annual weight restrictions are intended to reduce roadway 
damage caused by heavy vehicles traveling on highways weakened 
during spring thawing conditions. The weight restrictions are stated 
as a percentage of legal allowable weight and shall be applied to the 
maximum axle loading in accordance with 17 AAC 25.013(e).

These annual restrictions are very dependent upon weather, local soil 
conditions, and frost depth, but usually occur between late February 
and May each year for Southeast Alaska, Kodiak Island, and the 
Alaska Peninsula. Since these limitations may reduce the allowable 
gross vehicle weight by as much as 50%, it would be advisable to 
transport as much freight as possible prior to the above dates. All 
State routes may be subject to seasonal weight restrictions.

When imposed, or modified, these restrictions will be posted on 
the DOT&PF Division of Measurement Standards and Commercial 
Vehicle Enforcement webpage. 

This can be found at: http://www.dot.state.ak.us/mscve/main.cfm
    •  Under Commercial Vehicle tab at the top of the page, click                      
       Weight Restrictions.
    •  Choose the latest Southcoast Region listing to view the current   
       version of our posted seasonal weight restriction notices.

The Department of Public Safety and MSCVE officers will be 
enforcing these restrictions.

Issued by: 
       Marcus Zimmerman, Maintenance & Operations Specialist
       Email: marcus.zimmerman@alaska.gov
       Phone: (907) 465-4655
       Fax: (907) 465-2021

If you or someone you represent requires special accommodations in 
order to respond to this public notice, please call or email the project 
coordinator listed above, or call Alaska Relay at 711, or call

            (800) 770-8973 for TTY         (800) 770-8255 for voice

            (800) 770-3919 for ASCII      (866) 355-6198 for STS 

Ask the communications assistant to call the project coordinator listed 
above so arrangements can be made to assist you.

Print CVN February 20, 2020

BARDS from page 1
We really wanted to do well.”

Ordonez took home third place for solo acting with a piece about a woman 
having a change of heart “and a bit of a breakdown before giving her vows 
before her wedding,” Bochart said. 

“She performed it brilliantly,” Bochart said. 
Ordonez said she’s been performing the piece all season, and was confident 

at state. She said the piece was humorous, but also contained ambivalence 
that gave it depth. “It’s supposed to be funny but it’s also kind of sad and 
you’re not sure what’s going to end up happening in the end,” Ordonez 
said. “It’s not resolved.”

Boron performed a humorous interpretation and earned sixth place with 
a piece titled “Santaland Diaries” by David Sedaris. She played the part of 
a 30-year-old person working at Macy’s as Santa’s elf. 
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766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Monitor and Toyo stove 
repair • Tire swap, mount 
& balance • Stihl Outdoor 
Equipment IN STOCK •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
winter hours

tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p 

766-2869

open all winter

Martial Arts
In The

Chilkat Valley
Spring Classes: January - April
Kids Jujutsu (8-13yr) M/Th 4pm
Adults/Teens Jujutsu Th 5:30pm

Battojutsu (Sword) M 5:30pm
www.seibukanofhaines.com

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required, flexible 
hours, and working night shift 
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

RAINBOW GLACIER ADVENTuRES 
is hiring Photography, Kayaking, 
Rafting, Wildlife Viewing and 
Sightseeing guides for summer 
2020. RGA specializes in small-
group tours with high-quality 
guides. Part-time and full-time 

(Un)Classified Ads
positions available, training 
provided. Pay DOE.  Call us at 
766-3576 (cb)

WANTED,  o ld  a i rc ra f t  par ts 
inventories and non-airworthy 
aircraft. Instate buyer. 907-745-
6969 (landline). (05-08)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The HBSD is looking for a K-12 
Principal.  Contact Ashley at 
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
for more info.  Closes 2/28/20. 
(06-08b)

CAPTAIN’S CHOICE MOTEL is 
now accepting applications for 
the summer season for both 
Front Desk and Housekeeping. 
Front Desk position to as soon 
as application period ends.
Stop by between 9am -5pm 
M-F to pick up application and 
schedule interview. Must be a 
team player and attention to detail 
is requirement for all positions. 
(06-07)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a Secondary 
Math/SPED Teacher.  Closes on 
March 4th.  Please contact Ashley 
at 766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
for more info. (07-08)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 
Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Robin Grace LCSW 
Video and Phone 
Psychotherapy
• 541-914-4914 •

Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

• Drain Cleaning 
• Boiler Work 
• New Construction / Remodel 
• Radiant Heating Design and 
Installation 
• Parts sales / Installation 
Procedures 
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation

Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Mechanical 

Contractor

Call to make an appointment  

“Your Haines Plumbing & 
Heating Headquarters”

Haines, Alaska 766-2086

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

• IFR Certified
in Caravan Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am

2:05 pm

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule 
February 1 - March 6

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

8:50 am
11:50 am

2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm

3:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

2:15 pm          2:30 pm              2:25 pm         2:40 pm

6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

Personal Training
Sign up for personal training 

sessions at Thor’s! 
Work with a personal trainer one on 
one or with a group of your friends...

Call or text (907) 321-3983 for availability and rates.
Membership rates going up 10% March 1, 2020- buy annual pass before then!
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Subscribe to the 

Chilkat Valley News
Sub. rates: Local $46.42 � Alaska $51

Outside (2nd class) $57  ��Outside (1st class) $78

Informative, entertaining, economical 
AND it lasts the whole year!

Send this slip with payment to: 
Chilkat Valley News

PO Box 630
Haines, AK 99827

Or, subscribe online at chilkatvalleynews.com

Name:
Mailing Address:

�

Chilkat Valley News
winner of  EIGHT
2018 Alaska Press Club Awards in the categories of:

Best Weekly Newspaper, Best Alaska Outdoors 
Reporting, Best Reporting on Science, Best 

General News Reporting, Best Culture 
Reporting, Best Comprehensive Coverage

Best Culture Reporting 

You’re reading an 
AWARD-WINNING 
newspaper

You’re reading an 
AWARD-WINNING 
newspaper

N�w H��� F����w�h�� Ch��ch
C�������y ��v���� y�� ��
O�� �������

Sch�����h�� D����� & D������ A�c���
A�� P��c���� �� C����g� Sch�����h�� f���

S�gg����� D�������  ��� ��� ������

F�b����y 29�h 5��� �.m. �� 7��� �.m.
��c����� � ���� �������� ���� ����

C��� P��� (9�7) 767-5467

If y�� w��h �� ������ b�� c��’� m��� �h� ������,
c����c� N�w H��� F����w�h��

D����� b�g��� �� 5 �.m.
Em��y y��� ��c���� f�� y��� �w� �������� D������!

sure he has the budget to accomplish 
all the bearproofing this year. He said 
he would likely bearproof dumpsters 
in areas with the highest bear activity 
this year and save the rest of the 
work for the following year. Haines 
police chief Heath Scott said he 
could provide Franke with data about 
which parts of the borough placed 
the highest number of bear-related 
calls last year.

Scott said Franke should work to 
finalize a budget and timeline for 
the dumpster bearproofing. He said 
it might be possible for Community 
Waste Solutions to receive financial 
assistance from an outside source like 
the borough or the Alaska Chilkoot 
Bear Foundation. Bear foundation 
president Pam Randles said the 
organization might have funding to 
contribute.

The task force discussed 
whether any of their potential 
recommendations would make sense 
as code changes. Franke said he’s not 
a fan of more laws but there could be 
other dumpster owners in the future 
beyond Community Waste Solutions. 
It would make sense to formalize 
some requirements for bearproofing 
dumpsters, he said.

“I would hate for people to have to 
go through this process all over again 
down the line,” task force member 
Shannon Donahue said. 

The task force discussed whether 
it would make sense to regulate 
residential trash containers through 
code as communities like Juneau 
have done. In Juneau, residents 
cannot put their garbage out until 
4 a.m. on collection day unless 
garbage is in a bear-proof container, 
Koch said.

Scott said recommended guidelines 
for residential trash disposal might 
be better than formal regulation. 
Community Waste Solutions and 
other businesses in town could either 
rent or sell bear-proof residential 
bins, creating the potential for 
conversion over time, he said.

Koch said that based on experience 
in Juneau, this might not happen 

organically and could necessitate 
formal regulation down the line.

Scott suggested it would make 
sense to revisit any task force 
recommendations at the end of next 
bear season when they will have 
a better sense of what is and isn’t 
working. “At that point, if we’re still 
seeing a high call volume, we may 
need to talk about code changes.” 

If this year’s pink salmon run is as 
low as last year’s, it’s likely Haines 
will experience the same elevated 
bear levels again, Randles said. Koch 
said the pink forecast this year is once 
again dismal.

If the forecast is accurate, this 
would put pressure on Community 
Waste Solutions and the borough to 
address garbage issues by the end of 
the summer, Scott said.

The Bear Task Force will meet next 
on March 18 at 10 a.m. to finalize 
its recommendations in time to add 
them to the agenda of the assembly 
meeting the following week.

BEAR from page 1

Bad weather, lack of ferries and transport difficulties have caused a 
delay in the papers being delivered to your mailboxes. This week, for 
example, we didn’t get the Feb. 13 newspapers into town until Tuesday, 
Feb. 18. By all accounts that’s record as far as I know, although not one 
to get too excited about. Thanks for your support and keep checking 
your boxes.

-Kyle Clayton, publisher 

To our out-of-town subscribers:

A moose calf and cow feed and browse near the intersection of Lukat and Young Roads on Saturday. Moose 
typicaly move into town and onto the highways during winters with deep snow. Jane Pascoe photo.

Kindergarten through fourth-grade students perform “Listen” at Elizabeth Peratrovich Day celebration. 
Ceri Godinez photo.

of the public who want to ride with the district’s charter. “The administra-
tion is not recommending or trying to create a transportation service in 
Lynn Canal...right now what we are talking about is the possibility of the 
borough taking responsibility for the charters that the school district needs 
to make a commitment,” Schnabel said. 

“This is going to be a win either way,” assembly member Gabe Thomas 
said. “There’s going to be people that want to use this. I don’t see this as 
a lose. It’s a helpful thing for the community.”

School board member Sara Chapell said the charter will help people 
who can’t fly on small planes. “Having this consistent schedule allows 
people with limited mobility to get to Juneau for appointments,” Chapell 
said. 

Assembly member Jerry Lapp said the assembly should ensure they 
make the commitment for only the two dates agreed upon. “If something 
happens further down the line then we need to start thinking outside the 
box.”

Haines has been without ferry service since late January when the Mata-
nuska broke down. The next scheduled ferry for Haines is the Tazlina on 
March 6. The Alaska Marine Highway System, which currently has a 
12-ship fleet, is down to a single operational vessel, the 125-passenger 
Lituya which shuttles between Ketchikan and Metlakatla. 

Allen Marine will charge the borough $200 a day for taking reserva-
tions. 

CHARTER from page 1


