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Haines assembly issues 
‘shelter in place’ order

Residents 
organize to help 
those in isolation

Distillery manufactures 
hand sanitizer for locals

Shipping stays on 
course, company says

Constantine conducts 
more tracer dye sampling

New Wildlife Trooper 
lands in Haines

By Ceri Godinez
At a meeting on Tuesday, the 

Haines Borough Assembly passed a 
series of resolutions and ordinances 
to mitigate the threat COVID-19 
poses for public health and the local 
economy. The measures include 
issuing a “shelter in place” order, 
requiring that people entering the 
community quarantine for 14 days, 
extending last week’s emergency 
declaration and appropriating 
emergency funds for COVID-19 
response.

The emergency resolutions and 
ordinances the assembly considered 
at the meeting had been proposed by 
the Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC), a disaster response team 
consisting of borough staff and  
community members that began 
meeting last week.

While the EOC has the authority 
to handle day-to-day operational 
issues, it is not a political body and 
requires assembly approval for any 
policy changes it proposes, borough 

manager and EOC commander Debra 
Schnabel said. While the Emergency 
Operations Center can make 
recommendations for emergency 
resolutions and ordinances, only the 
assembly can put them into action.

Some assembly  members 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
communication between the EOC 
and the assembly. Assembly member 
Jerry Lapp said he would like to 
see drafts of press releases from 
the Emergency Operations Center 
before release, and member Brenda 
Josephson said she would like to be 
able to listen in on EOC deliberations.

“For the assembly to be shut out 
of the meetings doesn’t seem right,” 
Josephson said.

The relationship between the 
Emergency Operations Center and 
the assembly is standard across 
communities, Schnabel said, citing 
Juneau. Earlier this week, the Juneau 
assembly passed a “hunker down” 

See SHELTER page 4

By Ceri Godinez
Constantine Metal Resources 

Ltd. is performing another round 
of sampling for their tracer dye 
study this spring. The company 
had originally said they expected to 
release results by the end of February.

Last fall, the Alaska Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) remanded Constantine’s 
waste management permit back to the 
Division of Water after environmental 
groups and individuals protested the 
permit’s approval. DEC requested 
Constantine conduct a study to track 
groundwater movement downhill 
from its intended discharge area.

If the study were to show a link 
between the discharge area and U.S. 
waters, Constantine would need to 
apply for a permit with more stringent 
requirements.

“Our consultant recommended 
another round of sampling to help 
with data interpretation,” Constantine 
vice president Liz Cornejo said. 
Senior hydro-geologist Tom Aley, 
who works for Ozark Underground 
Lab, the company Constantine hired 
to consult on the groundwater tracing 
study, said he could not comment on 
the decision and directed questions 
to Cornejo, who did not offer further 
explanation by press time.

DEC Wastewater Discharge 
Authorization Program manager 
Gene McCabe said Constantine did 
not provide the department with a 
reason for the second round of sample 
gathering.      

The department originally 
approved Constantine’s tracer dye 
study plan last October. The approval 
specified that Constantine submit a 
final report to DEC within 90 days of 
sampling completion, McCabe said. 
He said the company informed the 
department at the end of February that 
a sample had been collected earlier 
that month and that they were in the 
process of interpreting the results. 

On March 10, Constantine 
informed DEC that they would like 
to collect another sample. DEC 
“approved an additional sampling 
event and expects a final report within 
90 days after conditions allow for the 
safe collection of the sample, unless 
a plan modification is submitted and 
approved,” McCabe said. 

DEC has the ability to modify the 

due date for the report as needed in 
order to allow Constantine to meet 
the objectives of the proposed study, 
McCabe said. “The department had 
no objections to the gathering of 
additional data” as the objective of 
the study is a better understanding 
of groundwater at the site, “and 
more data generally provides better 
results.”

Cornejo said the second round 
of sampling is currently underway 
and that once the study is complete, 
Constantine will present the results 
to DEC and the public.

In an email dated Nov. 15, 
Takshanuk Watershed Council 
executive director Derek Poinsette 
asked Cornejo if the organization 
could observe the original tracer dye 
study. At the time, Cornejo said the 
request was denied because it came at 
the end of the study, which began in 
early November and ended Dec. 11.

Kip Kermoian, who sits on the 
Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve 
Advisory Council, said he plans 
to raise the issue of third-party 
observation for the next phase of the 
study. He said he will ask the council 
at its next meeting to approve a letter 
requesting that Constantine allow a 
third- party observer for any future 
field studies that require reporting to 
permitting agencies. 

Allowing a third-party observer 
is necessary to “mitigate any 
concern about the integrity of the 
sampling technique,” Kermoian said. 
However, he may have to wait some 
time before submitting his request as 
the council’s next scheduled meeting 
has been postponed until further 
notice due to COVID-19 concerns.

Constantine’s summer plans are 
still under discussion, Cornejo said. 
At the beginning of March, the 
company had yet to secure funding 
for the summer. Market conditions 
have only worsened since then as 
COVID-19 has continued to spread 
throughout the globe.

At present, Constantine has no 
plans to construct the tunnel or land 
application disposal (LAD) system 
for wastewater disposal this summer, 
Cornejo said. 

While Constantine’s Haines office 
is currently closed to the public, 
representatives can still be reached 
by email and phone.

By Kyle Clayton 
Residents are adapting to 

community-wide shutdowns to 
prevent the spread of coronavirus as 
volunteers organize to bring food and 
goods to quarantined individuals and 
businesses close their doors and offer 
pickup or delivery services. 

When Deborah Marshall,67, landed 
in Haines from Reno last Thursday 
with plans to self-quarantine after 
a trip to the post office and grocery 
store, Courtney and Darsie Culbeck 
intervened. “I did not know about 
neighbors shopping for neighbors,” 
Marshall said. “I came straight home 
and Courtney had all my groceries 
here when I got home.” 

Since then she’s had four other 
neighbors shop for her while she 
stays home. “I’m all alone out here,” 
Marshall said of her home on the 
Chilkat State Park road. “Every time 
a neighbor goes to the grocery store 
or goes to town, they give me a call 
and leave it in the car which is stuck 
in a snow bank.” 

Culbeck said she’s since shopped 
for several others. She’s now a 
member of an organized volunteer 
group called Haines Support Chain 
Initiative that links people stuck at 
home with residents willing to help 
them out. 

“I feel like the only way we’re 
going to keep the community safe 
is if people take it seriously and do 
what they can,” Culbeck said. 

Last week, a group of volunteers 
started the support chain, an online 
resource that links residents in need 
to volunteers who have been able 
to deliver food, medicine and other 
services. As of Tuesday, nearly 20 
residents requested help from the 
roughly 56 people who have stepped 
up to meet their needs. 

People who need help can fill out 
a Google Docs survey available on 
various Haines specific Facebook 
groups or by calling Sara Chapell 
at 314-3074 or Edie Ordonez at 
767-5492.

“We are playing it by ear and day 
by day,” organizer Vanessa Salmon 
said. “People have requested phone 
call check-ins, family food-box 
delivery. We’re working with 
Salvation Army on that. Volunteers 
are picking up and delivering mail. 
A couple people (needed) help filling 
their water jugs.”

Salmon, Caroline Hankins, and 
non-profit organization leaders 
from the Salvation Army, Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living, Hospice 
of Haines and various churches met 
last week with the Chilkat Valley 
Community Foundation in an effort 
to organize outreach. CVCF director 
Sarah Chapell said the organization 
is setting up weekly online meetings 
between volunteers and local non-
profits. 

“We’re going to continue that 
weekly meeting for whoever wants 
it and needs it. We’ll continue to do 
that for as long as necessary. It’s really 
the organizations and volunteers who 
are doing the actual work,” Chapell 
said. “(We’re) providing a way for 
folks to talk with one another, share 
information and stay up to date so 

See HELP page 4

By Tom Morphet
Port Chilkoot Distillery is 

manufacturing hand sanitizer to 
be distributed free in Haines and 
Southeast as part of an effort to aid in 
prevention of the coronavirus spread.

“We’re about done our first batch,” 
co-owner Heather Shade Tuesday at 
the company’s Fort Seward plant. 
The product will be available in 
two-ounce and 12-ounce squirt 
bottles at grocery and liquor stores, 
where donations toward the cost of 
production will be accepted.

It also will be donated for circulation 
to groups and organizations helping 
individuals who are at high-risk of 
infection, to the Haines Borough and 
to post offices in Southeast Alaska. 

Shade said her employees saw a 
news story of a similar effort by an 
Oregon distillery and jumped on 
the idea. As the distillery is closed 
to the public, the project also is 
keeping the company’s crew of six 
employees busy.

“It’s giving our whole crew a sense 
of purpose, to be able to make a 
contribution right now,” Shade said.

The federal Food and Drug 
Administration recently released 
guidelines to allow distilleries to 
create the product. Sanitizer is a 
mix of ethanol, glycerine, hydrogen 
peroxide and water. All the company 
needed was a shipment of glycerine 

See HAND page 2

By Ceri Godinez
Shortages in local stores are not 

an indication of disruption in the 
supply chain. Alaska Marine Lines’ 
parent company Lynden and partner 
company Western Towboat said they 
expect to run barges to Haines on 
schedule for the foreseeable future.

“Haines is expected to continue 
getting regular weekly barge service,” 
Lynden director of marketing and 
media Ryan Dixon said.

“We have absolutely not had 
delays in shipments. We’re one 
hundred percent on schedule,” 
said Russell Shrewsbury, vice 

president of Western Towboat, 
the company whose tugboats pull 
Alaska Marine Lines barges to 
Haines and many other communities 
throughout Southeast. “The only 
factor impacting the availability of 
items is that people are buying things 
up before we can get in to resupply.”

In a statement released March 20, 
the Haines Borough said, “In the next 
week or two there will be a perception 
that groceries supplies are low. We 
have assurances that this situation is 
temporary. Because of several days 

See AML page 7

By Kyle Clayton 
Haines’ new wildlife trooper Colin 

Nemec,28, arrived in town March 
16 amid growing concerns about the 
spread of coronavirus. 

 “It has been an interesting time 
to start a new post. With the health 
concerns and mandates it has been 
difficult to meet people and get 
involved,” Nemec said of his desire 
to participate in community events. 
“It’s ironic that the first community-
related activity we are partaking 
in is to isolate ourselves from the 
community. Thankfully, Haines is 
a beautiful place and we have been 
able to walk around town.”

He arrived from his last post 
in Soldotna with his wife, Renae, 

4-month-old daughter Sabrina and 
his dog Guinness, “like the beer,” 
Nemec said. 

He moved to Alaska from his 
hometown of Chicago in 2018 to 
serve in his first stint as an Alaska 
State Trooper. Before that, he worked 
as a wildland firefighter in northern 
California in 2014 at the height of the 
drought. “We worked pretty much 
six months straight every single 
day,” Nemec said. “It was really 
rewarding but not a job that is very 
family oriented.”

Before becoming a trooper, he was 
a restoration ecologist. “I restored 
native lands that had been degraded 

See TROOPER page 2

Lin Edgar fills bottles of hand sanitizer to be distributed in Haines. 
Photo courtesy of Port Chilkoot Distillery.

Judy Erekson hands off a bag of lunch Monday afternoon in front of the Haines School. The school is 
providing free lunches to all students from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each weekday while its closed during 
the coronavirus pandemic.
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After heavy snows and dangerous roads cancelled the Miles Klehini 
Ski Classic in February, our second try in 40 degrees Fahrenheit and 
full sunshine on Saturday the 14th was amazing! The 10K course at 
the new 25 Mile memorial hut was beautifully set and fast, thanks to 
Ranger Russell and Jim Stanford. Thirteen racers participated and 
a new course record of 49.39” was set by Jose Allen who took first 
overall, plus first in the women’s division. Jim Stuart came in first for 
men. Camilla Bell was first for girls. Special thanks go out to all our 
volunteers that make this annual event possible. Prizes donated by 
Haines Brewery, SEARHC, Haines Distillery, Haines Packing, Katie 
Wendell, Sockeye Cycle, Sarah J’s, Alaska Backcountry Outfitter, and 
Fairweather Ski Works were very generous and appreciated.  The 
25-mile course was last set on 3-20-20 and should still be a great 
place for healthy exercise while “social distancing”.

Dan Egolf
For the Haines Ski and Hike Club

We here at The Salvation Army would like to make sure that everyone 
in the community knows that yes, we are still open. Although our group 
meetings as well as our thrift store have been temporarily suspended, 
our social service programs i.e. food boxes, energy assistance and/
or spiritual support are still moving full steam ahead, in fact, we are 
doing more. We just feel it’s important for people to know that were 
still here for you, no matter what, and we are working with many 
different agencies around town to make sure that we are “Doing 
The Most Good”. There are a number of different Facebook pages 
and organizations who are reaching out to those who are having 
to self -quarantine, or just worried about getting out in public and 
exposing themselves to the COVID- 19 virus, and we are working 
with those groups in an effort to make sure nobody falls through the 
cracks in these trying times. In a situation like this, The Salvation 
Army goes into what they call “Emergency Disaster Services” mode, 
which means our staff, our vehicles, our building, and our supplies 
are made available to government agencies, in this case the Haines 
Borough, to use in any way they fill necessary. If you have Internet 
access, please see the link below for a message from our Territorial 
Cmdr. If there’s any way we can help, or you can help us, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/37lw7tjfy2v8avz/CoronaVirus2.
mp4?dl=0

Capt. Kevin Woods
The Salvation Army, 766-2470

The organizers of the Mining Forum held March 7th and 8th at the 
ANB/ANS Hall would like to thank CVN for the lengthy coverage in 
the 3/16/20 edition. We also thank the members of the community 
that attended both in-person and online. The format provided time for 
questions to all the speakers, covering a breadth of issues, from social 
impact, housing, impact on infrastructure, employment and technical 
issues such as mine design and a progress report on Constantine’s 
efforts. Thanks to the nine speakers that largely volunteered their 
time. We invite CVN readers to watch the videos (three parts) on 
the Facebook site @CVMForumCommittee. The videos contain a 
tremendous amount of information and discussion that was not fully 
covered in the newspaper article. And that we hope everyone will 
take time to watch the videos to hear the information directly from 
each presenter, perhaps a good activity to keep people busy while 
social distancing.

Thanks again,
The Chilkat Valley Mining Forum Committee

Letters to the Editor
Ski Race thank you

Duly Noted

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
Tuesday, March 17

Commerce committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers. Topics: 5.5% sales tax area-
wide and municipal solid waste.

Oscar-nominated Live-Action short films, 
7:00pm at the Chilkat Center Lobby. Presented by 
the Haines Arts Council. Showing also on Sunday, 
March 22, and Tuesday March 24.
Wednesday, March 18

Non-denominational meetings about Jesus, 
7:30 p.m. at Ralph and Jan Border’s residence, also 
on Sunday, March 22 at 4:00 p.m., and Wednesday, 
March 25 at 7:30 p.m. 766-2640 or 766-2294.
Thursday, March 19

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00 
– 11:00 a.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.

Planning Commission workshop, 6:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Specific/Conditional use 
approval criteria for the general use zone. 

NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building 
every Thursday.

NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gate-
way Building every Thursday.

River talk, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Theme: “Saved by a Song.”
Friday, March 20

Kids Art Day, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Shel-
don Museum. Morning of fun educational art activi-
ties. Every other Friday. 
Saturday, March 21

Family Nature Series, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
at the American Bald Eagle Foundation. A free five-
week event series, every Saturday until April 4.

Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting, CAN-
CELED THIS MONTH.
Sunday, March 22

Produce Safety Alliance grower training, 8:00 
a.m. – 5:30 p.m. at the Aspen Hotel. For more infor-
mation and to register, please contact Dena Cologgi, 
DEC Office of the State Veterinarian, at (907) 375-
8212 or dena.cologgi@alaska.gov.

 Oscar-nominated Live-Action short films, 
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 

Non-denominational meetings about Jesus, 
4:00 p.m. at Ralph and Jan Border’s residence, also 

on Wednesday, March 25 at 7:30 p.m. 766-2640 or 
766-2294.
Tuesday, March 24

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed 
Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities, 
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young 
children at Mosquito Lake School Community 
Center. Library books can be checked out as well. 
766-6422. 

Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Le-
gion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to 
support scholarship fundraising.

Personnel Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.
Wednesday, March 25

Murph Challenge, meet at 12:00 p.m. at the 
school track. For more information contact Sgt Josh 
Dryden at jdryden@haines.ak.us or 766-6300.

Learn How To… Maintain Your Vehicle, 5:00 
– 6:00 p.m. at the Haines Library. An introductory 
course led by Brian Clay.
Thursday, March 26

Lynn Canal Toastmasters,  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. at 
the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill in a 
supportive environment. Second and fourth Thurs-
days monthly. For more information, contact Ron 
at 766-3703.

NASA @ My Library, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the 
Haines Library. An interactive workshop about the 
effects of radiation due to long-term space travel.
Friday, March 27

Celebrate Women’s History Month with movie 
and discussion, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Library. 
Popcorn will be served.
Monday, April 6

Wildland fire prevention workshop, 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. at the Aspen hotel. To help property owners 
prepare for the 2020 fire season. Prevention is the 
best way to protect valued property during a fire in-
cident. For more information contact Greg Palmieri 
at 766-2120 or greg.palmieri@alaska.gov.
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By Tom Morphet 
To cheer people up during the 

town shutdown, Cambria Good-
win was treating residents to free 
slices of pizza at her restaurant 
on Main Street from 1-2 p.m. this 
week. She said about 30 people 
stopped by Monday. “It was pretty 
special. I’ll continue to do it during 
the opening days. I hope it helps 
somehow.”

George Campbell and John 
Nettleton treated youths to a Fam-
ily Fun Day snowmachining at 
25 Mile on Tuesday, March 17. 
George’s wife Lynette said about 
20 youngsters showed up and 
George provided four “kid-friend-
ly” machines for them to ride on. 
Nettleson supplied hot dogs for a 
barbecue at the new picnic circle 
at the memorial shelter there. The 
ride was the first snowmachine ex-
perience for some who turned out, 
Lynette said.

Dwight and Nancy Nash have 
returned from five weeks in New 
Zealand, where daughter Nori 
Nash now lives. Nori joined them 
on a layover on Maui, Hawaii. 
The trio flew to Wellington, where 
daughter Amelia Nash joined the 
group, along with Nori’s husband 
Brian Pindel City highlights in-
cluded a tour of the studio that cre-
ated effects for Lord of the Rings 
and Avatar movies. Side trips in-
cluded touring wineries in Martin-
borough, a climbing Castle Point 
lighthouse, visiting the Southward 
Car Museum, and daily ocean 
swimming.

After digging down through 
about four feet of snow, Kate 
Saunders learned this week the 
garlic has sprouted in her Mud Bay 
garden. Apparently, the winter’s 
heavy snows insulated her beds. 
“It doesn’t look like it froze very 
solid.” Bitter, snowless winters 
have sometimes claimed her garlic 
bulbs, foxglove and Shasta daisies. 
“I’m sure flower bulbs will be up 
soon, too.”  

Sheri Loomis is heading up 
Southeast Alaska Mask Makers, a 
volunteer effort to provide home-
made masks to health care workers 
and institutions in the panhandle. 
The group’s Facebook page in-
cludes directions on how to make 
the masks, and Joanne’s Fabrics is 
Juneau also is donating and sending 
kits for making them. “They’re not 
surgical masks, but they’re better 
than nothing,” Loomis said. “Peo-
ple can make them out of their own 
materials.”

With classes canceled, Haines 
School art teacher Giselle Miller 
has posted a grid of art activities 
to enrich students and adults dur-
ing confinement. Topics include art 
contests, museum tours, art games, 
digital art, art education and art at 
home. Additionally, Giselle is post-
ing “drawing prompts” daily as a 
challenge to students or others. Ac-
tivities are available on her Face-

book page.
Krystal Lloyd has set up a Face-

book page, “Haines Got Talent,” 
aimed at showcasing family-friend-
ly activities for and by young peo-
ple and families in the Chilkat Val-
ley while stuck at home during the 
corona virus shutdown. She’ll soon 
be posting a fashion show featuring 
the six youngsters in her care. She 
welcomes 40-60 second videos of 
“PG-rated” performances, includ-
ing instructional and funny videos. 

Chilkat Indian Village Tribal 
Council President Kimberley 
Strong said Klukwan is doing 
“what everyone else is doing” to 
guard against spread of the coro-
navirus, including closure of the 
school and library. A semi-annual 
tribal meeting set for April 15 has 
been cancelled and the village store 
may be limited to call-in service 
only for villagers, she said. The 
village’s demographics – as many 
as half of villagers are age 60 or 
over, she estimates – has her con-
cerned. “We want to make sure our 
most vulnerable citizens can stay 
at home and have people shop for 
them.” She’s shopping for brother 
Jack Strong, quarantined after 
recently returning from Washing-
ton State. “There is a lot of house 
cleaning, sewing projects, baking 
and TV watching,” Strong said of 
recent goings on in Klukwan. “I do 
see people on the riverbanks fishing 
for trout.”

Friends Sue Waterhouse and 
Neil Einsbruch were cheering up 
friends this week by making con-
ference calls around town. Three-
way calling costs $2.35 per month 
through the Haines phone com-
pany. You can phone in a service 
order. Instructions on how to use 
it can be found on page 11 of the 
phone book.

Stacie Turner posted on Face-
book photos of a “very healthy 
looking” brown bear that went 
rummaging in the snow near her 
Mount Riley Road house about 
7:30 p.m. Sunday. Stacie and hus-
band Donnie Turner have lived in 
the house five years and have never 
seen a bear out this early in spring, 
she said. With dark paws and legs, 
the bruins looked like one of two 
twins spotted last year. 

Marirose Evenden said it’s too 
difficult to say which was her favor-
ite of 12 ski areas she and Carver 
Culbeck visited during their recent 
10-week road trip through Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming and Utah. They lived out 
of a Subaru Outback and ate a lot of 
camp-stove quesadillas. “There’s a 
lot of cool stuff out there,” Marirose 
said. Visits included to Carver’s 
grandparents Susan and Joe Culb-
ertson in Salt Lake City. Marirose 
and Carver were joined by school-
mates Brennan Palmieri, Dylan 
Chapell and Isaac Miller during 
spring break. The friends spent 
time in the Utah desert, including at 

Capitol Reef National Park.      
Friends Sue Waterhouse and Neil 

Einsbruch were cheering up friends 
this week by making conference 
calls around town. Three-way call-
ing costs $2.35 per month through 
the Haines phone company. You 
can phone in a service order. In-
structions on how to use it can 
be found on page 11 of the phone 
book.

Stacie Turner posted on Face-
book photos of a “very healthy 
looking” brown bear that went rum-
maging in the snow near her Mount 
Riley Road house about 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Stacie and husband Donnie 
Turner have lived in the house five 
years and have never seen a bear 
out this early in spring, she said. 
With dark paws and legs, the bruins 
looked like one of two twins spot-
ted last year. 

 Marirose Evenden said it’s too 
difficult to say which was her favor-
ite of 12 ski areas she and Carver 
Culbeck visited during their recent 
10-week road trip through Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming and Utah. They lived out 
of a Subaru Outback and ate a lot of 
camp-stove quesadillas. “There’s a 
lot of cool stuff out there,” Marirose 
said. Visits included to Carver’s 
grandparents Susan and Joe Culb-
ertson in Salt Lake City. Marirose 
and Carver were joined by school-
mates Brennan Palmieri, Dylan 
Chapell and Isaac Miller during 
spring break. The friends spent 
time in the Utah desert, including at 
Capitol Reef National Park.    

 

We are here for you!

Mining forum a success

No positive coronavirus 
tests as of March 25
By Kyle Clayton 

There are still no cases of coronavirus in Haines as of Wednesday, March 
25 according to SEARHC marketing director Meagan Bosak. SEARHC is 
declining, region-wide, to provide information about how many people have 
been tested at their clinics or how many negative tests results come back. 

“To protect patient and provider privacy, SEARHC will not be providing 
information on negative testing,” Bosak said. “Negative testing has no impact 
on the safety of the community. Public health officials and/or SEARHC will 
alert the community when we are notified of a confirmed COVID-19 case.”

Bartlett Regional Hospital in Juneau is also not releasing publicly testing 
numbers expect for positive cases, said Bartlett spokesperson Katie Bausler. 

Skagway’s Dahl Memorial Clinic and the Petersburg Medical Clinic, 
both community-owned facilities, are releasing the number of negative 
test results publicly. 

“My goal is always to keep the public as informed as possible,” Skagway 
Borough manager Brad Ryan said of the municipality’s decision to release 
negative and pending test results.  “It’s really just keeping the public 
informed and making decisions based on the information that’s out there 
instead of rumors.”

Petersburg Borough manager Stephen Giesbrecht said the Petersburg 
Medical Center shares the data on a daily call-in show with public radio 
station KFSK. 

A SEARHC representative participates during the Haines Borough’s daily 
Emergency Operations Center meetings, borough clerk Alekka Fullerton 
said.  As a precaution, a tent is going up in the SEARHC parking lot to 
allow clinic staff to sequester ill patients who need to be seen.

HAND from page 1
to go into production. Making a batch takes a day.

Shade said her product has less viscosity commercial sanitizers so it’s 
a bit more watery but it packs the same cleaning punch. It’s made with 
alcohol that’s 192 proof.

Another batch of sanitizer will be made when a second shipment of 
glycerine arrives next week, she said. 

Al Badgley, a longtime firefighter and ambulance crew member who 
hosts a community safety program on KHNS, said sanitizer is especially 
important for businesses and offices that must stay open to the public.

Customers should use sanitizer before entering stores and offices, Badgley 
said. “You’re touching your car and the doorknob to the place you’re going 
into. You might have washed your hands before you left home, but you’ve 
touched things since then.”

through invasive species,” Nemec said. 
Nemec has a degree in natural resources and environmental science and 

a concentration in resource conservation and restoration ecology from the 
University of Illinois. 

Nemec worked in Soldotna for about two years before transferred to 
Haines. His posting here will last at least two years, he said, but he hopes 
to stay longer. 

“I’m really looking forward to staying longer than that,” Nemec said. 
“Everybody I’ve met has been super friendly.”

He enjoys playing hockey and played on his high school hockey team. He 
also said he enjoys outdoor activities including hiking, fishing and kayaking. 

TROOPER from page 1
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FROM
DELTA WESTERN

*Our fuel supply comes from the Pacific Northwest from 
Washington & Canada by barge. We do not anticipate any 
supply interruptions.
*No one could plan for this virus event, so our inventory 
levels were at about 70% when this hit. We are aware of 
news media reports of 0.99/gal gasoline. However, Seat-
tle fuel prices still range $3.20 to $3.50. We have not seen 
any price changes from oil supply companies in South-
east per our survey today.
*The Delta Western Station will remain open. Please be 
patient and stay in your vehicle. We will pump your fuel for 
your safety and ours.
*The Delta Western Office is staffed. Please call the office 
(766-3190) with your fuel order or credit card payments. 
You may also mail checks to Box 1369.
*Cash payments will NOT be accepted at this time.
Delta Western takes the current virus situation very seri-
ously. We are diligent in keeping our customers and staff 
safe. We appreciate your cooperation.
-Delta Western Staff

Please visit our website anytime!  
Our agents are available by ph/text/email:

Haines Real Estate will be open
by appointment only.  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Renee: 907-314-0962
hainesland@gmail.com

Leslie: 907-314-0608
leslieevenden@gmail.com

Pam: 907-303-7033
realestateinhaines@gmail.com

Dave: 907-713-5380
hainesrealestate@gmail.com Get the Kitchen 

you’ve always wanted!

Select from Belmont, Canyon Creek, Diamond, 
Kraftmaid, and Sunnywood.

Designers to be in town April 3-6.
To schedule an appointment please call: 

Nick at Don Abels, 907-780-8234, 
or Ryan at Valley Lumber, 907-789-7500. 

Haines Womans Club is offering three $1,000 
scholarships to residents of the Haines Borough
Mildred Hermann Scholarship: for a graduating senior from Haines High, 

Klukwan School or Haines Homeschool
Pat Jones Memorial Scholarship: for any resident wanting to travel outside 

of the US for study or a qualified volunteer position
HWC Scholarship: for alumni of HHS, Klukwan or Haines Homeshool

All applications are due at the school on April 24th, or mailed to Haines Woman’s Club, 
PO Box 977, Haines AK 99827.  MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE APRIL 24th

Please see Scholarships under the Haines Borough 
Scholarship Listing or call Judy Ewald 766-2455 for more info.

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

How parents and children 
talk about a pandemic

Heliski companies shut down 
despite banner snow season

Library offers pickup service

By Ceri Godinez
How do you explain a worldwide 

pandemic to a child when you can 
barely wrap your head around it as 
an adult? Parents in Haines have been 
forced to consider the question as the 
threat of COVID-19 has increased in 
Alaska and around the globe.

“(The virus is) spreading quickly… 
because people are traveling and 
going to stores a lot and touching 
handles on the doors,” fifth-grader 
Cora Hoffman said, explaining her 
understanding of COVID-19. “I can’t 
go into stores right now. Some of 
my friends, I can’t really go to their 
houses and stuff. It’s not fun. Some 
of my friends came back… from 
Mexico and Hawaii. (Our) parents 
said we couldn’t go see them.”

Her parents, Daymond and Renee 
Hoffman, said they are trying to be 
realistic and honest with Cora and 
her younger brother without scaring 
them. “Mostly we’re just trying to 
impress on them the importance 
of keeping germs to yourself and 
staying away from other people’s 
germs,” said Renee Hoffman. It’s a 
topic the family revisits on a daily 
basis.

Parents have a role in curating 
the information they pass on to 
their children, said Haines Borough 
School District superintendent Roy 
Getchell, who included resources for 
talking to children about COVID-19 
in a recent email to families. “You’re 
walking a fine line between not 
sharing enough and sharing too 
much. It comes down to a judgment 
call with your own kid.”

First-grade teacher and mother 
Sophia Armstrong said she kept it 
simple for her 3-year-old daughter. “I 
have just told little Gloria that there 
is a bad sickness going around and 
it is very easy to catch so we have to 
stay away from people outside of our 
family. That’s really… all she could 
understand anyway.”

“Kids are very adaptable, 
Armstrong said. “If the adults around 
them stay calm and just explain 
things, they treat it like anything 
else adults teach them--it’s just part 
of life that they are constantly trying 
to understand.” 

Armstrong said she has gone into 
more detail about COVID-19 with 
her 8-year-old who usually has a new 
question every day. “She has wanted 
to know when we can travel again, 
where this has spread to, how soon 
we can go back to school, when she 
can see her friends again. She has 
also asked about why there wasn’t a 
vaccine and where this sickness came 
from,” Armstrong said. “I explained 
that it is new and apparently it takes 
12 to 18 months to make a vaccine. 
I also told her that the best guess 
I’ve heard of is that this came from 
a market in China where people were 
selling wild animals, which aren’t 
normally near each other, for food 
and it is very unsanitary.”

It is important to find out what 
questions children have and work to 
answer them honestly but in an age-
appropriate manner, Getchell said. 
“This is a time to run interference or 
limit what kids see, not because we’re 
trying to hide things from them, but 
we want to make sure what they’re 
getting is accurate.” 

The approach is particularly 
critical for older children and 
teens who have access to a lot of 
information through social media, 
Getchell said. “Chances are they’ve 
been exposed to two to three times 
as much information as you think.”

Haines resident Sara Chapell, 
whose children are 13, 15 and 17, 
said she was surprised by how 
much her children already knew. 
“They’ve already read the articles and 
understand an exponential growth 
curve.” Most of the information her 
children picked up was accurate, she 
said, although every now and then 
she’d hear them repeat something 
that sounded like it came from a 
politically biased source.

Chapell said, in general, her 
17-year-old is thinking about bigger 
picture issues like the social, political 
and economic ramifications of the 
pandemic while her 13-year-old is 
less concerned with those questions. 

Chapell said she worried she would 
get pushback from her children about 
the decision to keep them from 
having friends over or going over to 
others’ houses, but other parents have 
been setting up similar rules, which 
makes it easier to enforce.

The physical isolation from 
others has been less of a hardship 
for her children because they are 
media savvy and routinely connect 
with friends using platforms like 
FaceTime and tools that allow them 
to have virtual “Netflix watching 
parties.” 

Chapell said her son Dylan gave 
her perspective on the virus. He 
recently returned from a spring break 
trip with friends and is going through 
quarantine in an unoccupied vacation 
rental, a method Chapell said she was 
initially resistant to. She said her son 
talked her through it. 

“He said, ‘Mom, this is an airborne 
illness and it’s going to be hard to 
keep you guys safe if I get sick.’ I 
was bringing a lot of emotion to the 
situation because I want my baby to 
be home with me, but it turns out it 
was my child who was able to lay it 
out in a way where I realized I needed 
to take it more seriously.”

Dealing with the ramifications of 
a pandemic is not only stressful for 
children but also parents, Getchell 
said. Limiting access to the 24-hour 
news cycle is beneficial for both 
groups. Trying to keep a routine 
during a time of upheaval is also 
important, Getchell said. He said 
that’s difficult to achieve with the 
school closed through at least May 
1. He said the school is working this 
week to figure out how to support 
families in creating a routine and 
that during the interim parents can 
schedule daily activities for children 
like reading and outdoor exercise.

For Cora and her younger brother 
Wesley, there has been an unexpected 
upside to current social distancing 
measures. “Are you guys excited 
to go back to school?” Daymond 
Hoffman asked his children. 

“No!” they chorused in reply, 
eliciting chuckles from their mother 
and father. 

“As parents, we have different 
ideas about this,” Daymond Hoffman 
said.

By Kyle Clayton 
Heliskiing operators are suspending 

their seasons during one of the better 
snow years in a decade to help slow 
the spread of coronavirus in Haines. 

 “It’s the heliski operator’s dream 
forecast,” Alaska Heliskiing owner 
Sean Brownell said last week of 
recent conditions and forecasts of 
sunny days intermixed with snow. 
“To wrap things up when it’s so good 
is a huge sacrifice especially with the 
phone ringing off the hook and the 
emails coming in. As hard as it is to 
not want to make a buck, because 
we could capitalize on it right now, 
it’s not worth the risk.”

President Trump announced 
a travel ban to and from many 
European countries on March 13. 
Brownell said he’d been getting 
many calls from Americans who 
wanted to ski in Haines, especially 
since many ski resorts had closed 
across the country. 

Alaska Mountain Guides owner 
Sean Gaffney said his company, 
which had guests booked beginning 
in the middle of March, rescheduled 
those trips for the next season before 
they began operations this year. “It 

was easy to see where things were 
going,” Gaffney said of the decision. 
“There was a lot of overlap with 
other state and federal declarations. 
It wasn’t reasonable to consider 
operating in those circumstances. 

Brownell shut down his operations 
early last week, when cities and states 
across the country began issuing 
health warnings and mandates. His 
company provided trips on March 
19 to the last of his American clients 
who were already in town. He kept 
the guests in their lodge and isolated 
from town, he said. 

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
reached out to heliski operators last 
week to ask what the industry’s plans 
were to prevent the spread of the virus. 
“At the borough’s daily emergency 
response meetings, people question 
what steps are being taken by 
heliski operators to minimize the 
possibilities that COVID-19 might 
enter the community on a visitor from 
a high-risk place,” Schnabel wrote. 

Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures did not respond to CVN 
questions by press time, but Schnabel 
said a representative for SEABA told 
her they would close for the season 

last week.  
“SEABA has clients this week, 

but does not intend to take any 
more reservations,” Schnabel said 
on March 20. 

Snowpack at the Haines customs 
border station is at 272.4 inches as of 
Monday, according to NOAA data. 
The 10-year average is 211 inches. 

Flower Mountain’s current snow 
depth is 72 inches, compared to the 
54.3-inch average depth.

Before this winter, the heliski 
industry in Southeast has been 
plagued with what the National 
Drought Mitigation Center describes 
as “snow drought.”

In January and February 2019, 
the Haines customs border station 
received 9 inches of snow as opposed 
to the 50-60 inches it typically sees. 

Brownell told the CVN last year 
that he turned 33 customers away in 
2019 due to poor conditions, a loss 
of $350,000. 

SEABA, Alaska Heliskiing and 
Alaska Mountain Guides used 
an average of 37.5 percent of 
allocated skier days, according to 
the “Commercial Heli-skiing 2018 
Season-End Report.”

 

By Ceri Godinez
Haines residents looking for 

entertainment options in the new 
landscape of social distancing can 
still rely on the library.

On Tuesday, March 17, the Haines 
Borough Public Library closed its 
doors to the public in keeping with 
a mandate that ordered closure of 
libraries, archives and museums 
statewide as part of efforts to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. That same 
day, the library began offering an 
alternative book rental service.

While the facility remains closed to 
the public, residents can call between 
8 a.m. and 3 p.m. to order books 
and continue to place holds online. 
Orders will be labeled and placed in 

Returned materials sanitized, quarantined
the foyer for pick up. This system 
ensures no person-to-person contact, 
library assistant director Rebecca 
Heaton said. She said staff were able 
to implement the policy the same day 
they closed the facility because the 
idea had already been percolating.

Staff are wearing gloves and taking 
extra precaution to sanitize items they 
loaned to the public. “When books 
come in and before books go out, we 
wipe them with disinfectant. After 
an item comes back to the library, 
we quarantine it for nine days,” 
Heaton said. She said this last step 
is necessary since staff cannot apply 
disinfectant to individual pages. Nine 
days is the upper limit for how long 
scientists have estimated the virus 

may be able to exist outside the body.
The nine-day waiting period will 

delay holds, Heaton said, but it is a 
necessary precaution to ensure the 
safety of patrons. 

While the facility is closed, the 
library’s fines and renewal policies 
will be somewhat relaxed, Heaton 
said. “If someone has circumstances 
that prevent them from returning a 
book on time, if they have to self-
quarantine, we won’t fine them,” but 
people should not abuse this policy, 
she said. “We do want people to be 
respectful of other patrons since 
books have a nine-day turnaround.”

Other libraries across the state are 

See BOOKS page 5

Clerk Aimee Jacobson displays the new sign used at the Haines post office this week to summon workers to 
the counter. Use of the service bell has been suspended to reduce possible spread of the coronavirus.  Tom 
Morphet photo.
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• Drain Cleaning 
• Boiler Work 
• New Construction / Remodel 
• Radiant Heating Design and 
Installation 
• Parts sales / Installation 
Procedures 
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation

Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Mechanical 

Contractor

Call to make an appointment  

“Your Haines Plumbing & 
Heating Headquarters”

Haines, Alaska 766-2086

You are cordially invited to attend a series of 
non-denominational hour-long meetings: 
The New Testament Teachings About 

Having an Intimate and Personal 
Relationship with Jesus

Sundays, March 15 and 22 at 4:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, March 18 and 25 at 7:30 p.m.

at Ralph and Jan Borders’ residence 
(West end of Bartlett Drive) 766-2640 or 766-2294

Police Report
Tuesday, March 17

A caller reported they suspected 
someone illegally entered a 
residence on 400 Block Young 
Road. 

HBPD investigated a dog bite 
incident on 1000 Block Mud Bay 
Road.

Security check conducted on 
Dalton Street.

Security check conducted on 
1000 Block Haines Highway.
Wednesday, March 18

Received a citizen complaint 
from 31 Mile Haines Highway.

Received a citizen complaint 
from 300 Block Haines Highway.

HBPD assisted another agency 
on Small Tracts Road.

A cell phone found on Front 
Street was returned to the owner.

A caller reported hearing a 
suspicious noise on 1000 Block 
Mud Bay Road.
Thursday, March 19

A caller reported a disabled 
vehicle at Six Mile Haines 
Highway.
Friday, March 20

HVFD responded to a service 
call on Lutak Road.

A caller reported a rock in the 
roadway on Lutak Road.

A caller reported an activated 
alarm on 200 Block Second 
Avenue.
Saturday, March 21

A 28-year-old male was 
arrested on 100 Block Main Street 
for Assault III and transported to 
Haines Rural Jail Facility.

State parks investigated a 
report of suspicious activity at 
Portage Cove.

A caller reported someone 
illegally entering a residence on 
South Sawmill Road.

A caller reported an injured 
raven on North Third Avenue.
Sunday, March 22

A caller reported a vehicle 
parked in excess of allotted time 
on North Main Street.
Monday, March 23

Investigation continues into a 
report of a stolen vehicle on Fort 
Seward Drive ($17,000), which 
was recovered.

A caller reported a possible 
violation.

Found property was returned 
to the owner at 0 Mile Haines 
Highway.

A caller reported an intoxicated 
individual at 31 Mile Haines 
Highway.

 There was one 911 hang-up, three 
canine, eight EMS calls and five 
traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

“Like” us on Facebook to see updates! 

THOR’S IS CLOSED 
until further notice. 

Sorry for any 
inconvenience.

resolution proposed by their EOC.
On Tuesday, the Haines assembly 

considered a similar “shelter in 
place” resolution requiring that all 
healthy residents and visitors stay 
home except when necessary to 
procure supplies like food, fuel and 
mail; to engage in outdoor activity or 
to seek medical attention. Individuals 
should remain six feet away from 
other people at all times and make 
plans to work from home whenever 
possible. Employees at essential 
businesses are exempt from this 
order.

The list of essential businesses 
is 22 items long and comparable to 
exemptions in other communities with 
shelter in place orders like Anchorage 
and Juneau. Exempt businesses 
include those that have a role in 
providing health care, transportation, 
food, public safety, communications, 
education, social services and other 
essential government functions and 
infrastructure.

The borough’s shelter in place 
order “is above and beyond what the 
state is doing,” Josephson said. So 
far, Alaska has not issued a statewide 
shelter in place order. She said she 
liked that the borough is ahead of 
the curve on taking action to reduce 
the spread, but that she was hesitant 
to put the order in place for too long 
because of the potential negative 
impact it could have on residents’ 
mental health.

The assembly unanimously 
approved the shelter in place order 
with an April 15 expiration date 
unless extended. The assembly will 
reevaluate the order’s necessity at 

their next meeting on April 14. 
The assembly also approved a 

resolution requiring that all people 
traveling into the community self-
quarantine for 14 days. Quarantine 
is distinct from sheltering in place. 
Sheltering in place is for those who 
are healthy and have not traveled 
recently. Residents “sheltering in 
place” are free to move about the 
community while observing social 
distancing practices, Schnabel said. 
People in quarantine are confined to 
their property.

Assembly member Gabe Thomas, 
who is on day four of quarantine 
after returning from vacation, said he 
would not wish it on anyone. 

The Haines quarantine mandate is 
set to expire on April 30 unless the 
assembly approves an extension. 
Critical businesses can apply for 
employee exemption by submitting 
a plan for protecting the health 
and safety of other residents to the 
borough manager at least 24 hours 
before the employee enters the 
community.

The state issued a similar quarantine 
mandate for residents and travelers 
entering the state, requiring people 
to go directly to their residences or 
lodgings and not leave except for 
medical emergencies. The state’s 
mandate includes a fine of $25,000 
or up to a year in prison for people 
who violate quarantine.

The state and borough mandates 
raised enforcement questions for 
those at the assembly meeting.

Schnabel said the state’s quarantine 
mandate, which comes with a 
penalty, provides no guidance on 

SHELTER from page 1
enforcement. She said the borough 
will wait for further input from the 
state before taking steps to enforce 
the mandate at the local level.

Communities around the country 
have passed similar shelter in 
place and quarantine measures, 
but most mandates tend to rely 
on the honor system as the sole 
enforcement mechanism. Media 
outlets have reported that other 
countries including Italy, Israel and 
China are using technology as an 
enforcement tool. Tactics including 
electronic wristbands, monitoring 
social media posts and tracking 
geolocation data are being used to 
determine when people are breaking 
the law.

Assembly member Zephyr 
Sincerny said quarantine and shelter 
in place measures could be enforced 
in Haines by appealing to community 
members to do their civic duty even 
if it means a level of self-sacrifice.

“People want to be compliant” 
once they understand why these 
measures are necessary, Josephson 
said. She said the priority should 
be educating the public rather than 
punishing those who fail to comply.

The assembly also approved 
$88,730 in emergency funding to 
support community response to the 
pandemic. 

The EOC had originally requested 
$275,000 to support increased 
personnel hours and to allow the 
purchase of emergency supplies, 
including a portable decontamination 
unit and food to replace the borough’s 
expired stores. The EOC estimated 
it would cost $180,000 to compile 
enough food to feed 500 people for 
60 days should supply chains break 
down.

The assembly approved funding 
for the decontamination unit, a $500 
increase in the fire chief’s monthly 
stipend and an additional $25,000 
to support immediate personnel and 
supply costs.

Josephson said she would be happy 
to approve additional funding at the 
next assembly meeting when the 
EOC will have a better understanding 
of resource needs moving forward. 
She said she would like to see an 
inventory of borough food supplies 
before approving any funding to 
replace the reserve supplies.

Other actions taken by the assembly 
on Tuesday included:

Extending the  emergency 
declaration mayor Jan Hill issued 
on March 17, which was set to expire 
that day. The assembly will revisit the 
necessity of the declaration on April 
28. Josephson said she thought it was 
likely the emergency declaration 
would need to be extended at that 
time.

Waiving payment of sales and 
bed taxes for short-term rentals to 
alleviate costs for travelers required 
to quarantine in Haines due to the 
borough’s mandate.

Waiving tour permit fees to 
encourage businesses to apply 
for permits for the coming tour 
season. Many tour operators are 
anticipating a drop in summer 
tourism if COVID-19 concerns 
persist.

Suspending water turn-off for 
unpaid bills and waiving late 
fees to allow people to maintain 
sanitary conditions at home during 
economically challenging times.

Passing an ordinance allowing 
borough employees who accrue 

personal leave to donate their leave to 
those who work fewer than 20 hours 
per week, making them ineligible to 
accrue leave. The change will not cost 
the borough any money and requires 
union approval to be available to 
union employees.

At the meeting, Schnabel said 
borough staff had already taken 
action to waive credit card fees 
for people who choose to pay the 
borough online. The measure is 
designed to encourage the use of 
credit cards to protect borough 
employees.

Financial aid legislation for 
businesses and individuals impacted 
by COVID-19 is taking shape at both 
the state and federal levels. At present, 
the Haines Economic Development 
Corporation is waiting to see what 
happens with the legislation before 
putting together a resilience fund 
at the local level, HEDC executive 
director Margaret Friedenaur said. 
Once state and federal policies take 
shape, HEDC may revisit the idea of 
a resilience fund to fill in any cracks 
that exist. She said the organization 
is currently working to compile 
data about the economic impact of 
COVID-19 in Haines. 

The assembly meets next on April 
14. The shelter in place order will still 
be in effect at this time. Community 
members will be able to stream the 
meeting on the KHNS website or 
call in.

In the meantime, borough clerk 
Alekka Fullerton encouraged 
community members with pertinent 
information or suggestions related to 
COVID-19 to contact the borough so 
she can include these items in future 
EOC press releases.

Fake-ish news by Kyle Clayton 
Listed as a stock of concern for the past three 

years, the Chilkat king salmon population rebounded 
just hours after human activity curtailed across the 
valley and region. 

“Out of an abundance of caution, we decided to 
cancel our summer travel plans and come home 
early as the outbreak of the coronavirus continues 
to paralyze the human economy,” a five-year-old 
Chinook salmon told the CVN Thursday as hundreds 
of kings gleefully leaped from pristine waters far as 
the eye could see.

A Haines area Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
biologist stood slack-jawed as she watched dozens of 
king salmon swirl in a slough near 24-Mile, an area 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers plans to offload 
and treat fuel-contaminated soil later this summer. 

“Again, we’re just trying to take advantage of this 
window,” the king salmon said. 

Chilkat king population rebounds 
after Homo sapiens shelter in place

HELP from page 1
we can be effective to respond to the 
needs of the community.”

Hankins, also the Haines Senior 
Center site manager, is working 
from home to ensure everyone in the 
community 60 years and older can 
have access to home-delivered meals. 

“Right now, we’re doing about 
twenty six meals a day,” Hankins 
said. “We expect that to go up. 
Starting next week, we’re working 
with the grocery stores so seniors 

can call them, put in an order for 
groceries and then the Care-a-Van 
can deliver.”

She’s also coordinating with the 
public library to deliver books and 
movies, along with meals to seniors. 
Interested residents can call 766-
2383 to request deliveries. 

Senior center cook Rita Brouillette 
is the lone cook in the facility’s 
kitchen that typically has an 
additional employee. On Tuesday 

The biologist told the CVN she and others have 
also observed increases in the local moose population. 
She said she saw a bull moose this morning 
stood at the bottom of her porch stoop, an image 
strikingly similar to the cover of Heather Lende’s 
book “If You Lived Here I’d Know Your Name.” 
“It’s remarkable how idyllic the Chilkat Valley is 
without people,” Jackson said. 

Further downstream toward Haines, however, reports 
surfaced that about a dozen kings died and floated 
out to sea, belly up, just after a middle-aged man left 
home to purchase the last package of toilet paper from 
a local grocery store. 

The sudden reemergence of endangered and 
threatened plant and animal species across the country, 
including Virginia Round-Leaf Birch, polar bears and 
Texas ocelots, has further spooked investors who fear 
a balanced and diversified ecosystem is another sure 
sign of crashing markets. 

she prepared broccoli, cheese and rice 
casserole, tuna sandwiches, tossed 
salad and a chocolate chip cookie. 

“I’ve been cooking at the senior 
center for almost seven years and 
we’ve always done home-delivered 
meals, but only four or five,” 
Brouillette said. “This is the most 
I’ve had to prepare. Today was twenty 
three meals. I actually kind of like 
working in the kitchen by myself. 
I’m listening to my music.”
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from eastern Canada. And although Rus-
sia has banned purchases of U.S. seafood 
since 2014, increasing amounts of halibut 
caught by Russian fishing fleets are com-
ing into our nation. Trade data show that 
two million pounds of Pacific and Atlantic 
halibut were imported to the U.S. over the 
past year through January 2020, valued at 
nearly $6.7 million.

A major Alaska buyer said: “One of our 
salespeople shot us a deal showing that 
right now you can buy frozen at sea, tail 
off, 3-5 and 5-8 pound Pacific halibut from 
Russia for $3.25 a pound.” 

Also newly appearing on U.S. shelves: 
farmed halibut fillets from Norway retail-
ing at $9.99 a pound. (Photo attached)

 Hatchery hauls - Alaska salmon that 
got their start in hatcheries made up 25 
percent of last year’s total statewide catch.

In 2019, roughly 50 million hatchery 
salmon were caught by Alaska fishermen, 
mostly pinks and chums, valued at $118 
million, or 18% of the state’s total salmon 
harvest value.

That’s according to the annual salmon 
enhancement report by the Alaska Dept. of 
Fish and Game.

Currently there are 30 hatcheries pro-
ducing salmon in Alaska, of which 26 are 
operated by private, nonprofits. ADF&G 
operates two sport fish hatcheries in An-
chorage and Fairbanks, the federal govern-
ment runs a research hatchery near Sitka, 
and the Metlakatla Indian tribe also oper-
ates a hatchery.

The hatcheries are funded by a fish-
ermen’s tax and sales of a portion of the 
returning fish and receive no state dollars. 
They also produce salmon for sport, sub-
sistence and personal use fisheries at no 
cost to the state of Alaska.

“For the coastal communities the hatch-
ery program is a lifesaver for many of the 
people who fish for a living. It gives about 
25% of the salmon harvest and that supple-
mentation is a critical component for their 
business model,” said Steve Reifenstuhl, 
who on March 15 retired after 40 years as 
general manager at the Northern Southeast 
Regional Aquaculture Association. 

At Prince William Sound, where most of 
Alaska’s hatchery fish call home, 31 mil-
lion salmon were caught last summer val-

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
March 20, 2020

The Pacific halibut fishery opened on 
March 14 amid little fanfare and flattened 
markets.        

The first fish of the eight month season 
typically attracts the highest prices and is 
rushed fresh to high-end buyers, especial-
ly during the Lenten season. But that’s not 
the case in this time of coronavirus chaos, 
when air traffic is stalled and seafood of all 
kinds is getting backlogged in global freez-
ers.

Alaska’s share of the 2020 halibut catch 
is about 17 million pounds for nearly 2,000 
fishermen who own shares of the popular 
flatfish. A week into the fishery, fewer than 
50 landings were made totaling just over 
262,000 pounds and, as anticipated, prices 
to fishermen were in the pits.

Earliest price reports at Homer were 
posted at $4.20 - $4.40 per pound, Kodiak 
prices were at $3.25 for 10-20 pounders, 
$3.50 for halibut weighing 20-40 pounds 
and $4 for “forty ups.” Prices ranged from 
$3.75-$4.00 at Yakutat and $3.50 “across 
the board” at Wrangell, according to Alas-
ka Boats and Permits in Homer.

The highest prices of $5.00, $4.75 and 
$4.50 were reported at Southeast ports that 
have regular air freight service, although 
they are expected to drop by $1-$2 per 
pound a major buyer said.

The average statewide price for Alaska 
halibut in 2019 was $5.30 a pound and 
$5.35 in 2018.

For this season’s start, some Alaska pro-
cessors were buying small lots of halibut 
on consignment or filling existing orders; 
others were not buying at all.     

“We are tentatively going to be buying 
longline fish on the first of May after the 
Columbia ferry gets back on line,” said a 
major buyer in Southeast who blamed not 
having traditional ferries that haul thou-
sands of pounds of fish each week, and a 
lack of air freight options at smaller com-
munities.

“We’re down here where transportation 
is dictating where fish has to go,” he added.

Most of Alaska’s halibut goes into the 
U.S. market where in recent years it has 
faced stiff competition from up to 8 million 
pounds of fresh Atlantic halibut, primarily 

ued at $64 million, or 56% of the region’s 
total dockside value. Nearly 83% were 
chums, 61% were pinks and 34% were 
sockeye salmon.

For Southeast Alaska, the second largest 
hatchery region, fishermen harvested about 
6.5 million hatchery fish valued at $32 mil-
lion, or 37% of the region’s landings value. 
Chum salmon contributed $24 million of 
that total.

Kodiak has the state’s third highest 
hatchery production and about 3.4 million 
hatchery salmon were caught last year, 
nearly all pinks. The value to fishermen 
was close to $5 million, or 11% of the total 
dockside value for Kodiak fishermen.

Three hatcheries in Cook Inlet produce 
primarily sockeye and pink salmon. About 
42,000 hatchery-produced salmon were 
harvested there last year for a total of near-
ly $2 million, or nine percent of the value 
for the region.

About 1.7 billion tiny salmon were re-
leased by Alaska hatcheries in 2019 which 
operators predict will product a total return 
of about 52 million salmon in 2020 includ-
ing 35 million pinks, 13 million chums, 2.2 
million sockeyes, 1.2 million cohos, and 
100,000 Chinook salmon.

Alaska’s on acid - Alaska waters are 
showing effects of increasing acidity faster 
and more severely than lower latitudes be-
cause cold water is richer in carbon dioxide 
and melting sea ice and glaciers worsen the 
problem. The off kilter ocean chemistry re-
duces the amount of minerals sea creatures 
need to build and maintain their shells.

That’s the verdict in the 2019 report by 
the Alaska Ocean Acidification Network 
which updates the science going on around 
the state. The Network has modeled 40 
years of ocean changes in the Gulf and is 
doing the same for the greater Arctic.

At Sitka, researchers are testing the ef-
fects of acidification and ocean warming 
on the earliest life stages of herring; early 
signs point to warming as the bigger threat.

At the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery 
at Seward, studies on razor clams indicate 
they are hurt by increasing acidity.

Tiny swimming sea snails called ptero-
pods that make up 40 percent of the diet of 
juvenile pink salmon already are showing 
extensive shell corrosion in both the Gulf 
of Alaska and Bering Sea.

The 2019 report also updates the mon-
itoring being done since 2017 by the fer-
ry Columbia as part of an unprecedented 
Alaska/Canada project to learn how in-
creasing ocean acidity affects fisheries.  
The 418-foot ferry sucks up water samples 
every two minutes and has produced more 
than 700,000 measurements.  The monitor-
ing will resume when the Columbia is back 
on the water in May.

“The fantastic thing about this vessel is 
it’s going from Bellingham to Skagway 
and back every week. That’s a 1,600-kilo-
meter run. Nowhere in the world is there a 
ferry system that’s outfitted with CO2 sen-
sors that’s running that scale of a transit. 
This is really exciting,” said Wiley Evans, 
program technical lead with the Hakai In-
stitute.

Early data point to an extremely vari-
able seascape in which the surface water 
is more corrosive in fall and winter, rep-
resenting the most vulnerable time for 
species that are sensitive to acidity.  When 
spring arrives, the phytoplankton bloom 
removes carbon dioxide from the water 
through photosynthesis, and the water gets 
warmer making conditions more favorable 
for shell production.

So far, only a limited number of Alaska’s 
commercially important species have been 
studied for their response to increasing 
acidity.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 

sponsored by:

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

March 30, 1970 
A second-place award went to the Haines booth 

at the Alaska Travel and Trade Fair at Costa Mesa, 
California which drew more than 650,000 visitors 
two weeks ago. 

The theme of the booth was “Haines, the Start 
of Highway Alaska.” An attractive mural designed 
and painted by Eunice Benson of Haines served as 
backdrop. It depicted the highway, campers and cars, 
and the various attractions of the area, along with 
an Indian theme. 

Marlo and Judy Schnurstein of Haines manned 
the booth which was jointly sponsored by Haines 
and National Car Rentals. 

The Chilkat Dancers performed regularly, and 
Alaska Indian Arts carvers worked on a large totem 
pole. 

March 30, 1995
Haines High junior Jennifer McLaughlin was 

named best solo debater in all of Alaska last weekend, 
leading the local speech team to top honors in small-
school debate and a second-place overall finish at 
the state tournament. 

The ranking qualifies McLaughlin for national 
competition June 17-24 in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 

Local speakers finished behind Southeast rival 
Petersburg at the tournament, the fifth consecutive 
year the Vikings have edged the Glacier Bears at state. 

March 25, 2010
One of eight 125-foot-long pilings driven last 

summer at Letnikof Cove fell down this winter during 
windy weather, and another is unstable. 

The pilings, recycled during renovation at the 
Small Boat Harbor last summer, were driven to help 
stabilize the floats. 

A winter storm last year damaged one of four 

existing wooden pilings. The old pilings were 
removed before the newer, steel ones were installed 
in August. The eight recycled pilings were driven by 
a Petersburg company that mobilized to Haines after 
winning a bid on a separate project, installation of 
a $410,000 boarding float adjacent to the Letnikof 
boat ramp. 

Among groups appearing before standing-room 
only crowds at the Alaska Trade and Travel Fair 
were the Chilkat Dancers. Here Carl Heinmiller 
explains a dance. 

adopting similar policies, Heaton 
said. “We just had a webinar for 
libraries talking about how they’re 
handling it. People talked about 
ways to get books to the public” and 
publishing events like “story hours” 
online using YouTube. 

“As librarians, we just can’t stand 
the thought of people not being able 
to check out books… We’re definitely 
going to hit the online resources 
really hard and keep materials going 
out as long as we’re allowed to,” 
she said. 

While the library is turning away 
volunteers, the facility’s one full-time 
and five part-time staff members are 

BOOKS from page 3
still showing up for work. Heaton 
said in addition to day-to-day 
circulation jobs, the facility’s closure 
is allowing staff to work on longer-
term projects like weeding out books 
people no longer read, collections 
development and cleaning that can’t 
be accomplished when the public is 
around.

Demand for the library’s new loan 
system is “starting slow,” Heaton 
said, roughly 30 over the course of 
three days. “But it’s increasing each 
day.” She said she expects the number 
to continue to rise as word gets out.

Continuing to offer library services 
while social distancing measures are 

in place is “critical because a lot of 
people are stuck at home,” Heaton 
said. While many have access to 
unlimited online entertainment, 
“there are a lot of people in Haines 
who don’t have internet.” Access to 
library services is particularly crucial 
in times of economic hardship, she 
said, and the current situation is both 
a public health crisis and a financial 
crisis.

Those with questions about the 
library’s new loan system can check 
the website or call between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. The library’s wireless 
internet access can still be accessed 
in the building’s parking lot.

Fake-ish News by Kyle Clayton 
A lot of new and easily confused terms are being thrown around by 

government officials and health experts alike. In an effort to help the 
public make sense of all the new guidelines and mandates, and because 
we needed to fill the space at the last minute, the CVN has created a 
coronavirus dictionary to help clarify the new vocabulary.

Social distancing: Social behavior that shouldn’t alter the lives of 
people who have owned a smartphone for more than 5 minutes. 

Self-isolation: an opportunity for individuals to spend time and 
reconnect in novel ways with their loved ones, but instead choose to 
monitor fellow residents’ breach of health protocols via social media. 

Self-quarantine: the beginning of a nine-month process defined by 
boredom mixed with activities that will result in a local population spike.

Boredom: an unpleasant feeling of dissatisfaction and spiritual 
emptiness that was largely eradicated by the ability to shame, or 
experience the pleasure of seeing others shamed, via social media. 

Shame: an unpleasant and even painful feeling experienced after 
at least one person “likes” or “hearts” a comment that points out how 
selfish your decision was to return to such an understanding, forgiving 
and compassionate community. 

Mandatory-quarantine: a period of time when an individual is forced 
to confront for the first time all the irreconcilable differences with their 
partners that would have otherwise caused them to breakup were in not 
for Netflix, televised sporting events and smartphone apps. 

Shelter-in-place: see self-quarantine; stated activities will result in 
a population boom. 

Entries from the 
Coronavirus Dictionary

By Tom Morphet
Churches that suspended Sunday 

services earlier this month are finding 
new ways to reach out to their 
congregations. 

For the past two weeks, pastor 
Dana Pareard at Haines Presbyterian 
Church has been livestreaming a 
church service on Facebook that 
includes him and musicians Al 
Giddings and Sam McPhetres – at the 
recommended, six-foot separation 
distances.

The virtual service, which takes 
place the same time as regular 
services each Sunday morning, 
appears to be working, said Holly 
Davis, who follows along with 
her family at home. “It was very 
encouraging. We could see while we 
were watching the little number on 
the screen showed 30 other families 
tuned in. That’s potentially a lot of 
other people watching church on 
Sunday morning.”

Pereard encouraged church 
members to pray with each other 
over the phone, but he said he still 
hasn’t figured out an acceptable way 
to distribute communion.

Communion also is a concern at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, where 
parishioners have been emailed links 
to sites where they can watch and 
follow along a mass each day. 

“This has never happened,” said 
longtime parishioner Carol Flegel. 
She said she wondered whether the 

Churches reach 
virtual congregations

church couldn’t have an outdoors 
mass on Easter Sunday, if weather 
allows. 

Father Perry Kenaston said the 
church building remains open but all 
public masses have been postponed. 
He was awaiting direction from his 
bishop on how to adjust to coronavirus 
protections, including the future of 
communion. “Communion is only 
available through the celebration of 
mass. Other methods are not valid 
or licit,” Kenaston said.

Kenaston said the telephone is one 
way he can continue to minister to 
parishioners.

Assembly of God co-pastor Jane 
Cowart said last weekend she and 
husband Wayne Cowart posted on 
YouTube a 15-miute video of them 
preaching at the church. A technical 
glitch cut the recording off. 

“We’ll be doing it again this 
Sunday, but it will be longer than 
15 minutes,” she said. The couple 
also has been sending out group 
texts with inspirational scripture 
messages and checking up on older 
church members.

At Port Chilkoot Bible Church, 
pastor Matt Jones says he’s using 
a mix of methods to reach out to 
church members.

“I didn’t want to just preach to an 
empty church and make it look like 
some kind of bin Laden cave video,” 

See CHURCH page x
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Jon is a Trust beneficiary with a developmental disability. 
Community Connections has helped Jon find employment and 
housing. Through Community Connections, Jon has also been able 
to take life skills classes, socialize, and make friends. 

The mission of the Trust is to improve the lives of its beneficiaries. The Trust funds 
projects and programs, and works with partners like Community Connections to 
promote long-term systematic improvements to Alaska’s continuum of care. The 
Trust Land Office helps generate these funds through revenue from permitting, 
leasing, selling, and developing Trust land and resources.

Trust beneficiaries are Alaskans who experience mental illness, developmental 
disabilities, substance related disorders, Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia, 
and traumatic brain injury.

– Jon, Trust Beneficiary, Ketchikan

“Community Connections 
helped me find this job and 
I really like working here. 
It’s a great opportunity for 
people with disabilities to 
work and get around in  
the community.”

Trust lands help fund local programs for local beneficiaries. 

To learn more about how the Trust 
supports Alaskans, visit 

alaskamentalhealthtrust.org.

Subscribe to the Chilkat Valley News

Our office is closed to 
the public.

Call 766-2688 or email 
chilkatnews@gmail.com 

for news tips.

For billing or 
subscription questions 
call Jane at 767-3775.

A message from the 
Chilkat Valley News
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

Starlight has 1 bedroom furnished 
apartments for RENT. RENT 
REDUCED to $750/month for a 

(Un)Classified Ads
6 month lease. Please call Kathy 
at 766-3191 or 907-631-1020. 
(12-15b)

FREE DOUBLE BED mattress. Free 
queen box spring. Both in good 
condition. 303-3775. (12) 

BURFL’S TRACTOR WORKS! 
Wishes you and your family 
great health. Text/Voice 314-3239 
(12-13b)

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Shop local, support friends and neighbors!

• IFR Certified
in Caravan Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        
8:00am

11:00am
3:00pm

8:35am
11:35am

3:35pm

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule 
February 1 - April 3

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        
8:50am

11:50am
4:20pm

9:25am
12:25pm

4:55pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

3:45pm            4:00pm               3:55pm           4:10pm

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm • Sat, 9am-5pm • Sun Closed 

Extra time? Fix your car!
20% Store-wide sale, March 21!
In-store merchandise only.

766-2940

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Snow on ground: 63 inches 

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather

Day        Date         High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

46
40
49
45
39
46
39

25
28
26
28
32
30
20

March 17
March 18
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23

0
0.01

0
0

0.06
0
0

Day        Date         High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

43
39
45
43
38
40
38

14
23
21
21
26
23
16

0
0
0
0

0.17
0
0

March 17
March 18
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23

open 
only by 

appointment 

Tues-Sat, 10a-5p
766-2869

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Shop locally.
Support your 
friends and 
neighbors!

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Martial Arts
In The

Chilkat Valley
Spring Classes: January - April
Kids Jujutsu (8-13yr) M/Th 4pm
Adults/Teens Jujutsu Th 5:30pm

Battojutsu (Sword) M 5:30pm
www.seibukanofhaines.com 111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

CLOSED until further 
notice. Sorry for any 

inconvenience.

NEW SAIL Update: In an effort 
to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
SAIL staff are here to serve the 
community over the phone 
and email but our office is now 
closed. Please call for assis-
tance or to arrange to borrow 
important items from our Loan 
Closet: 766-3297. Thank you for 
understanding.  

AML from page 1
of ‘panic buying’ here and in the 
Lower 48, suppliers are backed-up 
with requests and were not able to fill 
all orders from every store.”

Media outlets have confirmed that 
while there is a temporary shortage 
of many items in grocery stores 
throughout the nation, it is the result 
of a temporary spike in demand 
which should settle out as people 
stock up. 

CNN reported that so far, food 
growers have not reported changes in 
their ability to produce, and retailers 
have the ability to absorb a level 
of disruption in food production. 
Retailers regularly make up for 
disruptions like low crop yields by 
switching suppliers or turning to 
other products. A long-term shortage 
in labor due to illness could threaten 
food supply, but for now the system 
is working.

Shrewsbury said barges have been 
leaving Washington with a normal 
load for this time of year. He said 
he expects the loads on barges will 
increase if demand for items remains 
high.

The main concern for companies 
like Lynden and Western Towboat is 
keeping personnel healthy. 

“Our customers are asking, ‘Will 
we be able to meet their shipping 
requirement?’ Our answer is yes, 
if our people can work,” Lynden 
president and CEO Jon Burdick said 
in a written statement. 

Shrewsbury said his company is 
working to mitigate the spread of 
illness among employees, taking 
temperatures before employees 
board vessels and asking people to 
stay home if sick. He said policies 

about staying home when sick 
have long been a part of company 
operations because of the close, 
confined quarters on tugboats. “Most 
people in our industry know if you 
show up sick, you get everyone else 
sick.”

Lynden released a “pandemic 
plan” describing its ability to move 
employees within the company, 
rehire seasonal workers and contract 
with third parties should staffing 
shortages arise as a result of illness. 
The plan identifies local drivers as 
the employees that run the highest 
risk of illness because of “frequent 
contact with customers and fellow 
employees at the service centers.” If 
unable to achieve adequate staffing 
levels in local communities, Lynden 
said it could give customers the 
options of self-service pickup.

“People who are questionable, we 
tell them to stay home, but so far 
we haven’t had a dip (in staffing),” 
Shrewsbury said. 

“Marine transportation is part of 
crucial infrastructure, so we would 
continue to operate even if there 
was a nationwide shelter-in-place 
order,” Shrewsbury said. He said 
the biggest concern for his company 
at present is the impact the virus 
will have on the upcoming fishing 
season in Alaska. Transporting fish 
products represents a good chunk of 
his company’s business.

The Haines Borough has requested 
that residents continue to shop 
“normally and not horde products” 
out of consideration for others in 
the community, especially those on 
fixed incomes.
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For more For more 
info,info,

call the call the 
terminal terminal 
766-2111766-2111

RecordingRecording
766-2113766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Friday

Monday
Friday

27
4/3

6
10

11:30am
11:30am 
11:30am
11:30am

12:15pm
12:15pm 
12:15pm
12:15pm

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

SOUTHBOUND Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

Sunday
Sunday

Wednesday
Sunday

29
4/5

8
12

1:45pm
1:45pm 
1:45pm
1:45pm

2:30pm
2:30pm 
2:30pm
2:30pm

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA Grab an espresso 

on your way!

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

We are open 
and ‘essential’ 

during the 
virus pandemic!

-Seeds
-Seed Starter Mix

-Peat Pots
-Jiffy 7s

-Planters
-Hanging Baskets

-Grass Seed
-Hummingbird Feeder

-Bird Seed
-Organic Fertilizer
-Garden Fertilizer

-Fish Fertilizer
-Chicken Manure

-Steer Manure
-Planting Compost

-Dolomite Lime
-Bark Nuggets

-Bark Mulch
-Peat Moss

-Promix
-Garden Bench
-Lawnmowers

-Wheel Barrow
-Garden Hoses

-Sprinklers
-Garden Gloves

-Picks
-Shovels

-Rakes
-Gloves

AWAKE: A bear sniffs around outside of Stacie Turner’s house this week. Photo courtesy of Stacie Turner.


