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THE HUMAN RADIO: Canadian beatboxer, musician and producer RupLoops perfored in the Chilkat 
Center Monday, Nov. 18. He created songs and soundcapes by looping his voice, the audience’s, electronic 
sounds and other instruments. He invited audience members onstage, taught them about how the ear 
perceives sound and taught the audience basic beatboxing skills. More photos on page 3. Kyle Clayton photo. 

Tazlina to sail again, 
winter travel remains grim

Skagway News available for free 
to the right candidate

Pool could open next week,
staff says contractor left town

Heli port application withdrawn

Bear and Bards bring 
home top finishes

Teacher’s fire response was ‘textbook’

By Jenna Kunze
Last week, some Haines residents 

learned from Facebook that ferry 
service would increase from one 
sailing a week to three with the 
addition of the Tazlina.

“As of this morning, it has been 
determined that they are going to 
pull the M/V Tazlina out of lay-up 
status, and resume regular runs 
back and forth from Juneau to 
Haines on (November) 21st,” Kevin 
Nye, a junior engineer at Alaska 
Marine Highway System wrote on 
a popular Facebook group for town 
happenings, Haines Chatters.

At a public meeting Thursday, 
mayor Jan Hill twice left the room 
to take calls and she and others 
scrambled to verify the rumor.

The next day, AMHS confirmed 
the news in a press release. 

The Tazlina was originally slated 
for installation of new forward side 
doors this winter, but will now 
sail until Jan. 5, according to the 
statement. “We are continuing to 
evaluate options for service after 
January 5, 2020, recognizing we’re 
not yet halfway through the fiscal 
year,” AMHS spokesperson Sam 
Dapcevich said. He added that the 
door replacement is not scheduled, 
but will now be delayed past March.

The additional vessel will fill some 
of the gaps made earlier this month, 
when service to Haines dropped to 

one ferry per week on the Matanuska. 
Regular maintenance for the 45-year-
old LeConte (scheduled from Nov. 
14 through Jan. 20) came in $2.8 
million over budget, which left the 
state to compare overhaul costs 
against the Aurora and move forward 
with the least expensive repair. The 
cost analysis is completed, and the 
decision will be announced shortly, 
Dapcevich said Wednesday. 

On Nov. 12, lawmakers in 
Southeast put pressure on the 
state when they sent Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy and Alaska Department of 
Transportation commissioner John 
MacKinnon a letter calling the news 
an “existential crisis.”

The lawmakers, including Haines 
and Klukwan’s Sen. Jesse Kiehl, 
wrote that an excess of budgeted 
repair costs “is not a valid reason to 
hamstring these communities and 
the administration has the tools to 
solve the problem. There is funding 
available — $20 million was set aside 
in an earlier budget for just this type 
of situation.”

The Haines Borough and Haines 
Economic Development Committee 
sent similar letters, advocating for 
bringing the Tazlina online in place 
of the LeConte. Haines Chamber of 
Commerce joined the ranks of state 
chambers to lobby the state for a 

See FERRY page 5
By Kyle Clayton 

Skagway News owner Larry 
Persily is looking to pass the torch 
and, to the right candidate, he’s 
offering to give the paper away.

“If I can find the right person, I’ll 
give it over to them for free,” Persily 
said. “It’s what’s best for the paper, 
and best for the town.”

Persily, who publishes the paper 
from Anchorage where he is currently 
a visiting journalism professor at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage, said 
he isn’t able to spend as much time 
in Skagway as he originally hoped. 

“Long term, if the Skagway News 
is going to survive and thrive, it 
needs an owner editor who lives 
in the town, who is involved in the 
community and who edits the local 
newspaper, not an absentee owner 

who every year or two has to find a 
new reporter to cover meetings and 
basketball games,” Persily said.

He said the right candidate needs 
to not only have a background 
in journalism, but also needs to 
understand small-town reporting, 
and have a commitment to the 
Skagway community. He’d prefer 
to pass the paper to someone from 
Southeast. The current reporter 
in Skagway gave notice that he’s 
leaving, and Persily is now looking 
for a replacement, ideally someone 
willing to take ownership. 

“My plan would be to help 
them, help in any way I can with 
background and information, maybe 
money if that becomes an issue. It’s 
not like I’m going away, but given 
that I have to find a new editor, it’s a 

good time to see if there’s an editor-
owner out there. If not I’ll just hire 
another editor and play publisher 
from afar.”

Persily purchased the newspaper 
in April from Canadian Chris Sorg, 
who sold it for health reasons. 

He said a potential owner is “not 
going to make a lot of money, but I 
think they could live.”

Persily, 68, owned the Wrangell 
Sentinel from 1976 to 1984, reported 
for the Associated Press, Anchorage 
Daily News, Juneau Empire and 
the Petroleum News. He’s worked 
as a chief of staff for the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough, legislative 
staffer, deputy commissioner for the 
Alaska Department of Revenue and 
ran the federal office for the Alaska 
Gas Line Project.

By Jenna Kunze
After a 40-minute discussion at 

the planning commission meeting 
Thursday, Big Salmon Ventures 
owner Scott Sundberg withdrew his 
application for a heliport near 26 Mile 
on the Haines Highway, though only 
temporarily.

“At this point I will withdraw 
because… I do hear that it’s not going 
to pass, so that’s the main reason,” 
Sundberg told commissioners. “I will 
go back to work and get my facts lined 
up, and hopefully we can revisit this 
in the next year.” 

On Thursday, the planning 
commission began the hearing with 
a motion: to reject the conditional 
use permit because it failed to meet 
four of eight criteria required in 
code. Commissioners delayed their 
decision the month before to allow 
borough attorney Brooks Chandler 
to weigh in on the issue.

The planning commission has twice 
rejected Sundberg’s application, 
a decision upheld by the Alaska 
Superior Court in 2015 primarily for 
the “undue noise” a helicopter would 
impose on neighbors.

The commission asked Chandler 
what factual or legal issues it must 
evaluate for the new permit. Chandler 

wrote that the commission should 
determine whether the undue noise 
that drove the permit denial in 2015 
has materially changed.

“For example, perhaps the general 
ambient background noise has 
increased significantly due to growth 
or other ‘noisy’ uses that were not 
present in 2015,” he said.

Sundberg’s new permit cites 
development in the area as reason 
to reconsider the heliport, including 
an airstrip and marijuana cultivation 
business.

Commissioner chair Sylvia Heinz, 
following the lead laid out by 
Chandler, asked each commissioner 
if they felt there was a material 
change in undue noise in the area 
since the last evaluation.

Commissioners were split on the 
issue, with Diana Lapham, Zack 
Ferrin and Don Turner believing that 
the neighborhood’s adoption of new 
industry constituted as significant 
change. Rob Goldberg, Jess Kayser 
Forester, Lee Heinmiller and Heinz 
said that circumstances have not 
materially changed since 2015.

Lapham said that, in a text 
conversation she had with airstrip 
owner George Campbell, he said he 
plans to add another 1,000 feet to the 

runway and open it up for commercial 
use. There is no regulation for 
airstrips in a general use zone in 
Haines Borough code.

“His future plans are to have 
fly-ins…bring 40 to 60 airplanes 
in,” Lapham said. “With this new 
information that I have received 
from Mr. Campbell, I believe that a 
helipad will be the least of their noise 
problems,” Lapham said. 

Commissioners Zack Ferrin and 
Don Turner agreed that the noise 
level near 26 Mile has increased in 
the past five years.

Turner disagreed with the 
borough’s choice to notify property 
owners of the application outside of 
500 feet from the proposed heliport, 
and for considering their testimony. 

“Our code says that we’re supposed 
to go 500 feet from the plot, and we’re 
extending ourselves way over that,” 
Turner said. He added that the new 
application shifts the takeoff and 
landing location 250 feet from the 
location where noise study was taken 
in 2014 to measure impact. “The only 
way to prove the noise has changed 
is to fly some helicopters out there,” 
he said.

See HELI page 8

By Kyle Clayton 
The effects of the Haines Borough 

Volunteer Fire Department’s annual 
Fire Prevention Week paid off last 
Thursday afternoon when Haines 
Middle School teacher Jordan 
Baumgartner put out a vehicle fire. 

“It was the first time I ever used 
a fire extinguisher besides when 
we do it at the fire department,” 
Baumgartner said. “Everything I did 
was what (HVFD volunteer) Chuck 
Mitman tells all the little kids, which 
is (the acronym) PASS: Pull, aim, 
squeeze and sweep.”

Baumgartner was in his classroom 
when fellow teacher Pete Degen 
app roached  Baumgar tne r ’s 
classroom while Degen was on the 
phone with Haines dispatch.

“He said, ‘Jordan look out the 
window,’” Baumgartner said. “I 
looked out and I saw the car on 
fire. He said, ‘Do you have a fire 
extinguisher?’ I looked over and I 
said, ‘Yeah.’ He said, ‘Well, you 
should probably use it.’” 

Baumgartner’s classroom has a 
view of Main Street, where the parked 
car was on fire. He said he could see 
flames whipping out of the vehicle’s 
hood on the passenger side and by 
the time he ran to extinguish the 
fire, the flames had spread toward 
the right side. 

He said he’s attended the fire 
prevention week for the past three 
years with his middle school students. 

Mitman said it feels “outstanding” 
to know that Baumgartner used 

the training. “That’s exactly what 
it’s for, to make sure (people) are 
acclimated.”

HVFD chief Al Giddings said the 
fire was started by an electrical short 
near the passenger-side headlight. 
The engine did not burn, Giddings 
said. “The damage to the vehicle is 
just the headlights and the electrical 
wiring,” Giddings said.

HVFD volunteers and Haines 
police responded to the fire. Giddings 
said he could tell Baumgartner had 
attended and paid attention during 
fire prevention week activities.  
“From what I saw, it was the perfect 
execution. Textbook,” Giddings said. 
“That’s always exciting to see from 
the fire department standpoint.”

By Kyle Clayton
A swath of Haines high schoolers 

brought home top finishes from 
wrestling and drama, debate and 
forensics tournaments last weekend. 

All members of the Glacier Bards 
speech team made it to the final round 
at their tournament in Skagway last 
weekend. 

“This is the best tournament we’ve 
had since I’ve started coaching,” 
coach Hannah Bochart said.

Stella Ordonez made it to the final 
rounds in all three of her events. She 
took first place in solo acting along 
with a command performance for a 
scene where she played a bride who 
on her wedding day begins to think 
she made a bad decision and has a 
subsequent mental breakdown.

Ordonez said the first time she 
performed the scene at a different 
tournament, she didn’t make it to the 
finals. She said she refined the role 
and made it more nuanced. “I was 
so surprised and happy,” she said of 
winning first place. “I was happy I got 
a command performance. That was 
my goal for the season. To get that 
in the second meet was really cool.”

A command performance is one 
staged in front of all the participants 

and judges at the meet. 
Nathan Haas took second place 

with a dramatic interpretation of 
a scene from the popular Netflix 
animated comedy BoJack Horseman. 
In the scene, BoJack, a washed up 
actor who is also a talking horse that 
walks upright, eulogizes his mother. 

“I like it because it borders this 
line between funny and sad,” Haas 
said. “One of my favorite lines is 
the opener: ‘No one ever tells you 
that when your mom dies you get 
a free churro.’ It actually did get a 
few laughs, which I was really happy 
about.”

Tanna Dixon and Dylan Chapell 
took second place in duet acting. 
They performed a comedic scene 
from a Shel Silverstein play about 
a husband who confronted his wife 
who has become a bag lady. “It’s 
kind of dark and weird but in a funny 
way,” Bochart said.

Ordonez and Sally Chapell took 
third in duet acting. 

Dixon took third place in 
extemporaneous commentary. In 
that event, competitors must choose 
a random topic and prepare a 
20-minute speech without notes. 

See TEAM page 6

By Jenna Kunze
Employees for the Indiana-based 

contractor working on the swimming 
pool left town last weekend, though 
the company president said they will 
return after Thanksgiving to fix the 
“pesky drip” in the new pool lining.

On Monday, public facilities 
director Ed Coffland noticed that the 
crew left over the weekend without 
notifying him or his staff, leaving 
behind a liner that drips 5-15 gallons 
of water per day into the basement.

RenoSys president Steve Comstock 
told the CVN this week that public 
facilities staff knew his team was 
leaving Saturday, and even advised 
them about a ferry schedule. “We 
never abandoned these people,” he 
said. “The crew on hand had finished 
their assigned work and were to 
wrap-up and leave.”

He said that the workers that left 
Saturday were not the same workers 
that installed the liner, and were 
therefore unable to fix it. RenoSys 
co-owner Jason Mart will travel to 
Haines to repair the liner shortly after 
Thanksgiving, Comstock said.

Comstock expects the problem 
to be an error with the lining sealer 
around the drain in the deep end. 
He said no evidence of tears was 
reported, and he said he anticipates 

making repairs without draining 
the pool.

Since Oct. 24, the borough has 
been tallying liquidated damages at 
$1,500 a day for lack of completion. 
On Friday, that sum will reach four 
weeks and $42,000, which Comstock 
said his company will fight.

“That’s ridiculous, they can use the 
pool,” he said. “It’s been substantially 
completed.

You’ve got a drip. We’re going to 
take care of it.”

Comstock said the pool has 
been swimmable since Oct. 24, but 
Coffland disagrees.

“From mid-October, they were 
continually draining it and refilling 
it so how could anyone swim?’ 
Coffland said. “If they had the 
liner fixed it would definitely be 
substantially complete.”

Coffland said he plans to withhold 
further payments to RenoSys, 
roughly $130,000, until the liner is 
fixed. “If they don’t actually do that, 
we’ll use this money to pay another 
contractor to fix it for us,” he said. 

The pool could be open as soon 
as next week, said pool manager 
Rae Ann Miner. She is waiting on 
approval of water chemistry from the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, due in Thursday. 
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On behalf of my fellow veterans I would like to thank the Sons of the 
Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary for the dinner this past Veterans 
Day weekend. It was good to see the Legion Family come together honoring 
those who have served our Great Country. It was a time of sharing and 
fellowship and I want to thank all who worked to make this a special event.

                                                                               For God and Country
Bill Rostad

The American Bald Eagle Foundation would like to thank you all for 
supporting the 25th annual Alaska Bald Eagle Festival. Our participants 
this year enjoyed Haines and our locals who joined in the fun!   We are so 
grateful for our research talks with Anthony Crupi and Rachel Derbyshire, 
our 3rd annual BirdTalk participants, our local artist who joined in on our 
bazaar at the ABEF, the folks at Takshunuk Watershed Council for the Wild 
and Scenic Film Festival, and the Jilkaat Kwann Heritage Center for hosting 
the Eagle Ceremony. During the ceremony Senator Jessie Kiehl presented 
The ABEF with a Legislative Citation commemorating the 25th anniversary 
of the Bald Eagle Festival. Thank you to our celebrity Chef Travis Kukull for 
an amazing meal and our Chamber of Commerce for keeping the fun rolling 
all night hosting our cash bar. The evening topped off with our auction and 
live music by Sunny North Extension and Gene Kennedy calling our square 
dance in the dark with our power outage. Our guests had an unforgettable 
experience celebrating the bald eagles, and we would like to say thank you 
to Haines for sharing yourselves and the wonderment of the Chilkat Valley.   

Cheryl McRoberts &
The American Bald Eagle Foundation staff

My grandfather worked in one of many big mines upstream of the lake 
where I swam as a kid.  He dreamed about the riches we’d have if his mine 
got back into production. My family never got rich, but that lake got heavy 
metal runoff; enough to poison the drinking water, the fish, and the kids 
swimming in it.  It’s now a massive, toxic Superfund site. Meanwhile, in the 
Chilkat, we have a river that will continue to feed us if we keep its waters 
clean. We have a diverse economy that’s not dependent on the whims of global 
metals markets or foreign corporations. When we can feed ourselves from 
the land, we are free— in a way that people down south can only dream of.  
A sulfide mine in the Chilkat watershed would risk our health, our freedom, 
and our way of life. 

I just read The Social Costs of Mining on Rural Communities.  It presented 
a well-researched look at the reasons why so many mining towns decline 
in so many ways.  With permission, I posted the report on LCC’s website to 
make it easier for community members to see for themselves what the report 
does, and does not, say. There is a copy in the Haines Library as well. I 
think it’s important that each of us does our best to become informed and 
involved, and to help shape the future we want for our grandchildren.  If 
we don’t, outside forces will.  

Jessica Plachta
Executive Director

Lynn Canal Conservation

Letters to the Editor
Thanks for making Veterans Day special

Duly Noted

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15 
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Letters Policy

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival a success!

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

By Lexie DeWitt
Russ Bell and Karen Garcia 

spent two weeks in Hawaii. They 
first went to Kauai with Karen’s 
parents Judy and Luis Garcia; 
Karen’s mom was attending a pedi-
atrics conference there. Highlights 
included hiking to Waipo’o Falls 
in Waimea Canyon State Park and 
also hiking the Maha’ulepu Heri-
tage Trail in Poipu. From there the 
couple went to the Big Island and 
stayed in Pahoa. Highlights were 
snorkeling at Two Steps, in which 
they saw a shark and many beauti-
ful fish, hiking the Kilauea Iki Cra-
ter trail in Hawaii Volcano National 
Park, exploring Kaumana Cave, 
watching the sea turtles at Punalu’u 
Black Sand Beach, and kicking 
back at Ola Brew Co.

Charlie and Toni DeWitt have 
returned from Lake Havasu, Ari-
zona where they spent six weeks. 
While there they enjoyed eating 
breakfasts on their patio in the sun-
shine, shopping at garage sales, 
attending gun shows, and golfing 
with friends. A highlight was when 
Charlie found a gold-plated antique 
Pokémon card for his grandson 
Charlie DeWitt. They also caught 
up with Skipper and Sabina 
Sparks, Brad and Jessie Badger, 
Charlie’s sister Shannon Willard, 
and also with John and Terry 
Shaw who passed through on their 
way to Sierra Nevada. Upon their 
return, Charlie jumped onboard his 
son Stuart DeWitt’s boat in Ju-
neau and headed down to Tenakee 
to deer hunt with fellow hunters, 
Haynes Tormey, Darren Pattison, 
and Harry Rietze. 

Sarah Jaymot has spent three 
weeks with family and friends in 
Oregon and northern California 
and was certified in dance to pro-
fessionally teach WERQ classes. 
“It was really fun and I am excited 
to become part of a growing nation-
ally recognized dance fitness pro-

gram,” Jaymot said. 
While at the Anchorage airport, 

Meghan Hart took a video of an 
Alaska Airlines attendant singing 
God Bless America to a veteran 
who was waiting in line to get on 
the plane. “She got on the loud 
speaker and started singing, every-
one was in awe and many people 
were in tears, it was so beautiful.” 
said Meghan. Her video now has 
more than 30,000 views on Face-
book. 

Melissa Ganey along with her 
sister Kaitlin Combs and mother 
Teri Podsiki hosted her annual 
“Favorite Things” party. More than 
20 ladies attended and each brought 
three of the same favorite thing 
to the party. From there, names 
were drawn and each person got 
the drawn name’s favorite things. 
Some favorites were a carbon diox-
ide pressurized wine bottle opener, 
a daily-intake-of-water bottle, an 
essential oil kit, a Yeti mug and 
other prizes from local businesses 
around town.  

The Haines Sheldon Museum has 
kicked off its Tlingit language class 
with Marsha Hotch. Marsha is a 
Tlingit traditional practitioner and 
ethnologist and is excited to start 
the second session of classes like 
she did last year. “It’s been fun. Not 
as many people as last year, but it 
has been a success so far,” Hotch 
said. To register, call the museum. 
The class is open to all ages. 

Former residents Jason and Li-
ana Shull have settled in Pullman, 
Washington where their daughter 
Keva has been performing regu-
larly in the art department at Pull-
man High School. “Keva is cur-
rently starring in her high school’s 
production of “Emma: A Pop Mu-
sical,” and has been participating 
in her local drama club’s produc-
tions such as “Sleepy Hollow”, and 
“Little Mermaid” for the past three 
years. Her sophomore year she was 

selected for Washington all-state 
choir, and junior year for All North-
west treble choir, and competed 
in state level solo ensemble for 
voice,” Shull said. Keva recently 
placed second in the National As-
sociation of Teachers of Singing 
Inland Empire musical theater cat-
egory. In addition to theater and 
state events, she regularly plays 
her original songs at local venues, 
and is currently recording an al-
bum of original music which will 
be finished prior to her graduation 
in June.

Friday, November 22
Lust for Dust or Patience Rewarded, 7:00 p.m. 

at the Chilkat Center, both Friday and Saturday. 
Play presented by the Lynn Canal Players. Contact 
Mark Sebens at 209-1256 for more information.

Square Dance, 7:00 p.m. at the ANB/ANS Hall.
Saturday, November 23

Haines Woman’s Club Annual Holiday Ba-
zaar, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the school cafeteria 
and elementary gym. Call Susan Johnston at 766-
2957 or 314-3155 to reserve a table.

Turkey Shoot, 9:00 a.m. at the Trap Range, 
Haines Sportsman’s Association shooting range. 
Tickets are $7.00. Win turkeys and hams!

Decoration day, at the library.
Monday, November 25

Figure Drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon 
Museum, upstairs. Figure drawing with live models 
every Monday evening through November 25. This 
is a participation group, not a class. Bring your own 
supplies. Everyone is welcome to attend any part of 
the session. Contributions to the model are accepted 
but not necessary. Call Donna for more info, 766-
2707.
Tuesday, November 26

Borough Public Meeting, 1:00 p.m. at the 
Haines Senior Center. General public invited to at-
tend meeting for the Haines Coordinated Transpor-
tation Plan. Contact Carolann Wooton at 766-6409 
for more information. 

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public 
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak 
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature 
walks geared toward young children at Mosquito 
Lake School Community Center. Library books can 
be checked out as well. 766-6422.
Wednesday, November 27

Learn How To…ferment, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the 
Haines Library. A workshop on sourdough, sauer-
kraut and other fermentations.

Pie Day, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at First National 
Bank. Pie and coffee will be served to thank custom-
ers for trusting First National with their business.

Haines Head Start pie sale, 4:30 p.m. at Hows-
ers and Oleruds.
Thursday, November 28

Thanksgiving.
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 11:00 a.m. – 

1:30 p.m. at the Haines School Cafeteria. 766-3109 

for more information. 
Friday, November 29

Black Friday events, shop local!
Saturday, November 30

Lighting of the Library, stop by the front desk 
or contact Regi at (303) 929-8386 to sign up to vol-
unteer.

Small Business Saturday, Black Friday events 
continue to Saturday, shop local!

HARK Pictures: Pets and Santa, 10:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.
Friday, December 6

First Friday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Art on Main St.
Takshanuk Watershed Council annual Holi-

day open house party, 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the of-
fice, 425 Sawmill Rd, at the Jones Point trail head. 
Please drop by for food, drink, and holiday cheer. 
This event is free and all are welcome.

Cookie and Candy contest, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
at the visitor center. Drop of your entries. Entries 
will be reviewed and judged at the community tree 
lighting event.

Community Tree Lighting, 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 7

Photos with Santa, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Shel-
don museum.

Lighting of the Fort, 5:00 p.m. at the parade 
grounds.
Sunday, December 8

Cookie Decorating class and recipe swap, 2:00 
p.m.at the Haines Public Library.
Monday, December 9

Haines School Christmas Concert, 6:30 p.m.at 
the Chilkat Center. Also on Wednesday, Dec. 11.
Tuesday, December 10

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.
Thursday, December 12

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.
Tuesday, December 17

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game AC com-
mittee meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the assembly Cham-
bers
Wednesday, December 18

Movie Night at the Museum, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum. “The Gold Rush” with Charlie 
Chaplin. Pick up some food at the food truck on 
your way in!
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Mine waste has health costs

As the year comes to a close and we take time to reflect, we have 
much to be grateful for.  Becky’s Place would like to thank each 
and every one who has support us, from those who give on a 
monthly bases to one time givers, large or small.  Each gift comes 
from the heart and we are so touched by your generosity.  Becky’s 

Place would like to wish you a very blessed Thanksgiving.

Stan and Jackie Mazeikes

Happy Thanksgiving from our house to yours

Becky’s Place Haven of Hope, local “safe house” for women, children & men.
www. beckysplacehavenofhope.org

Borough joins remote 
sales tax commission 

Resident circulates petition 
for oil tax ballot initiative

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted unanimously last week to 
join the Alaska Remote Seller 
Sales Tax Commission—a state 
board established to implement the 
statewide administration of remote 
sales tax collection and remittance. 

The move comes nearly a year 
after Amazon announced last January 
that it would begin collecting 
and remitting sales tax to Alaska 
communities, including the Haines 
Borough’s 5.5 percent sales tax. 
The announcement caused some 
confusion about how online retailers 
such as Amazon would follow the 105 
taxing jurisdictions in Alaska. The 
Alaska Municipal League has since 
spearheaded the effort to create and 
establish a common set of definitions 
that organize equitable collection and 
remittance of sales tax online.

Haines Borough finance director 
Jila Stuart will represent Haines 
on the commission. She said there 
have already been issues with 
remote sellers following Haines’ 
tax code. “They lack mechanisms 
and infrastructure to know how to 
apply the taxes correctly,” Stuart 
said. “They get confused about what 
rate applies and we don’t believe they 
understand our exemptions.”

Online retailers’ voluntary 
decision to charge and remit sales 

tax in Alaska comes in the wake of 
a 2018 U.S. Supreme Court decision 
that eliminated a previous “physical 
presence requirement” in South 
Dakota for collecting sales tax.

The court said the administration 
of remote sales tax should not create 
an undue burden on retailers. Stuart 
said she believes Alaska would be 
an undue burden without centralized 
administration. “We also suspect, 
though we don’t know for sure, that 
after the commission is operating 
Amazon and other retailers currently 
collecting will cease to collect sales 
tax in Alaskan jurisdictions that don’t 
opt in,” Stuart said. 

The AML intergovernmental 
agreement is voluntary, but 
municipalities that don’t “sign on 
are less likely to see remote sellers 
comply with their individualized tax 
codes,” an AML letter states. 

Each local government still 
maintains its own tax rate and 
exemptions. The commission will 
be a delegated taxing authority. 
The commission will contract with 
AML to administer the centralized 
administration. Costs are still being 
determined, Stuart said. 

Online sellers have remitted about 
$36,000 in sales tax to the borough 
from January through June, Stuart 
said. 

 

By Kyle Clayton 
Sara Chapell is circulating an oil 

tax reform initiative petition. More 
than 60 residents have signed the 
petition that would put the Fair Share 
Act on next year’s ballot. 

If enacted, the act would only 
apply to larger North Slope fields 
that have produced a minimum of 
40,000 barrels of oil per day on 
average in the last year and 400 
million barrels of oil cumulatively. It 
would eliminate the $8 per barrel tax 
credit that oil companies in the three 
largest oilfields on the North Slope 
benefit from based on current law. 

The act would, in part, increase the 

gross production tax on those fields 
from 4 percent to 10 percent, and 
would increase the tax by 1 percent 
for each $5 per-barrel increase 
beginning at a $50 per barrel of profit, 
according to a summary description 
of the act. The act, if effective last 
fiscal year, would have increased the 
state’s production revenues by about 
$1.1 billion compared to current law. 

Chapell said she is motivated to 
see the initiative on the ballot based 
on this year’s state budget, and the 
toll the process took on Alaskans. 

“All of these supposed budget 

See TAX page 5
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For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Friday

22
23
24
28
29

No JNU 
11:15am
11:30am
1:15am

No JNU 

No SGY
12:45pm
12:15pm

3:15am 
No SGY

TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Friday

22
23
24
28
29

1:45pm
4:45pm

No SGY
6:45am
1:45pm

2:30pm
6:45pm

No JNU 
8:45am
2:30pm

TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA Grab an espresso 

on your way!

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

The electronic musician RupLoops got the Chilkat Center audience on 
stage, dancing and laughing during his Monday evening performance. 
RupLoops looped recordings from children into his performance. He 
also asked the audience to hold up items they had in their pockets while  
he freestyle rapped, incorporating those items into his verse. The Haines 
Arts Council organized the Nov. 18 concert. Kyle Clayton photos. 

Looped soundscape in the Chilkat Center 
RupLoops

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Large residential forested lot near Fort Seward.
+/- .63 Acres, undeveloped access from Small Tracts Rd.

Public utilities in area.  $32,000

NEW!

Haines Sportsman’s Association

TICKETS: 
$7.00/round

WIN TURKEYS!
WIN HAMS!

WHEN? November 23 - 9:00 a.m.
WHERE? Trap Range
Haines Sportsman’s shooting Range

Hunter cited 
for State Parks 

violation

Borough approves task force to address bears

Museum up for grant improving handicapped access

Square Dance
“It was the happiest hot mess I’ve 

been a part of in a long time”
-Jad Abumrad of Radio Lab

Friday, Nov. 22nd, 7pm • ANB/ANS Hall

By Jenna Kunze
Last week, a hunter was cited for 

shooting a bear—not for the bear 
itself, but because of where he shot it.

On Nov. 11, Alaska State Parks 
ranger Travis Russell ticketed a hunter 
for violating Alaska Administrative 
Code when his grandson shot a 
brown bear within a half mile of a 
“developed facility.”

The bear was shot from the 
sidewalk at 20.5 Mile, attached to 
the parking lot, information kiosk 
and boat ramp in the Alaska Chilkat 
Bald Eagle Preserve.

“To my knowledge it’s never been 
illegal to shoot a bear up there,” the 
hunter said. “I took my grandson on a 
hunt and he got his first bear up there 
and it became a huge issue.” The man 
said he intends to pay the $150 fine.

“The only thing illegal was 
from where the shot was taken,” 
Russell said. “From a fish and 
game standpoint that bear was taken 
legally.” The man was a licensed 
hunter who allowed his grandson, a 
minor, to shoot the bear.

According to the code the Alaska 
Division State Parks uses to govern 
their land, the shot was a violation 
of a use of a weapon. “The use and 
discharge of weapons for the purpose 
of lawful hunting or trapping is 
allowed in the preserve, except within 
one-half mile of a developed facility.”

A developed facility is defined as a 
boat ramp, campground, picnic area, 
rest area, visitor’s information center, 
swim beach, trailhead, building, 
parking area or developed ski area. 

The regulation is aimed at public 
safety, Russell said. “How people 
chose to hunt and the method they 
choose to do it, that is the hunter’s 
discretion,” he added.

Visiting photographers and local 
guides were disturbed by the hunt, 
which occurred in a well trafficked 
area.

“They are frustrated about the 
image of it,” Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game biologist Carl Koch 
said. “People have been calling to 
say that there’s a carcass on the side 
of the river and it’s high profile.”

According to eyewitnesses who 
were out at 21 Mile to photograph 
the bald eagles during the peak of 
their migration to the Chilkat Valley, 
the skinned bear carcass was left out 
on the flats to be feasted on by other 
wildlife.

“I t  d id  def ini te ly  impact 
photographers,” said naturalist 
guide Judy Jacobson, who led two 
photo tours at 21 Mile that week. “It 
attracted eagles from all over to that 
one spot and it wasn’t very natural 
looking photos. All of my photo 
workshops were disappointed that 
week. One person said ‘I can’t even 
show this to my wife and daughter 
because they’re vegans.’”

In Alaska, it’s illegal to shoot “on, 
from, or across a drivable surface, or 
any constructed road or highway,” 
according to the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game handbook. Had 
the shot been more than a half mile 
away from a developed facility in the 
bald eagle preserve, or away from 
a road anywhere else in the state, 
Russell said there would have been 
no violation.

Seventy-five brown bear permits 
have been issued to hunters in Haines. 
As of Tuesday, four female and five 
male bears had been reported to hunt 
officials since the season opening on 
Sept. 15.  

By Jenna Kunze
A new ad hoc committee Haines 

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
created has one goal in mind: to 
reduce bear and human interactions.

Last week, the Haines Borough 
Assembly approved the Bear Task 
Force.

The group’s stated objective is 
to “reduce Haines Police and State 
Trooper time dealing with bear 
issues by reducing bear-garbage 
encounters,” by March 31.

B a s e d  o n  t h e  g r o u p ’s 

recommendations, Schnabel predicts 
that legislation or directives will 
follow.

Committee members include 
Alaska Fish and Game biologists Carl 
Koch and Anthony Crupi, Takshanuk 
Watershed Council director Derek 
Poinsette, Alaska Division of Parks 
ranger Travis Russell, Haines 
Borough police chief Heath Scott, 
and Community Waste Solutions 
manager Craig Franke.

In October, Koch visited Haines 
along with Juneau wildlife trooper 

Jake Abbott to address increased calls 
of bear activity. Bears had broken 
into homes seeking food sources, 
damaged property, and charged a 
resident near their home in town.

Creating or permitting a bear 
attractant nuisance (including more 
than one half gallon of waste) 
is a violation of borough code, 
punishable by a $100 fine.

At the time of Koch and Abbott’s 
visit, no citations were issued. “We 
did give a couple of warnings for 
some unsecured trash where the 

residents in those particular areas 
knew there had been a prior issue,” 
Abbott said. “We decided to issue 
those residents verbal warnings for 
negligently feeding game.”

Abbott said that often with 
nuisance issues of bears getting 
into trash, “a lot of it comes down 
to homeowners being ignorant 
when they don’t realize (what’s) an 
attractant.” As for issuing citations, 
Abbott said that troopers leave that 
up to local law enforcement.

See BEAR page 8

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Sheldon Museum is in 

the running for a U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
grant that, if awarded, will improve 
accessibility to the building for 
people with disabilities. 

Upgrades would include installing 
an elevator, handicapped bathrooms 
and rebuilding the rotted wooden 
ramp that leads to the second level 
from the street.

Last Tuesday, the assembly 
unanimously voted to advance the 
Sheldon Museum’s proposal for 
HUD’s Community Development 
Block Grant Program. The federal 
pool of money will be awarded to 
rural communities’ proposals that 
best address issues affecting health 
and safety.

Museum director Helen Alten 
told the assembly on Tuesday that 

accepting the museum’s proposal 
was a matter of honoring civil rights 
legislation passed in 1990.

“The (Americans with Disabilities 
Act) law is 30 years old. At this 
point, if someone hasn’t met ADA, 
we are really liable in the courts. 
There’s really no excuse for not being 
accessible anymore,” she said. 

The Haines Borough is requesting 
$675,000 in funding from the CDBG. 
As part of the grant eligibility requires 
matched funding, the borough will 
contribute $125,000 through its 
capital improvement project fund 
over three years. 

In-kind funds are also used to 

match the grant. These include staff 
costs, the property value, and repairs 
to the building during the past two 
years. The museum is currently 
raising money to provide additional 
cash match for the project.

Grant requirements limit in-kind 
matching to the past two years. Since 
2018, the borough has spent more 
than $200,000 in upgrades to the 
museum, including replacing the 
roof, siding, and windows.

This is the second year the museum 
has petitioned the assembly to 
select its application for the grant. 
Last year, the assembly selected 
ADA upgrades to the public safety 

building, a project that lost points 
from judges for “limited impacts” 
and a budget that did not explain 
some administrative costs.

Finance committee members 
also heard a project proposal from 
representatives of the Haines Senior 
Village, who requested a carport 
to protect seniors from slipping 
while clearing snow off their cars. 
The committee recommended the 
assembly support the museum 
project.

Assembly members Stephanie 
Scott and Brenda Josephson agreed 
with prioritizing the museum over 
the Senior Village, as it is a borough 
building that serves the entire 
community.

Assembly member Paul Rogers 
told the CVN that his preference 
came from the desire to leverage 
the substantial amount of money 
the borough has already invested in 
the museum. 

“If we didn’t do the block grant 
for the museum, we would lose 
that (in-kind) in matching fund,” 
Rogers said. “Because the museum 
is such an expensive project, that 
was something we really didn’t 
want to do.”

“This is all part of getting the 
museum up to modern standards,” 
Alten said.

The HUD will announce its grant 
recipients in February. If approved, 
Alten said construction would likely 
finish in 2021.
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102 Main Street

Alaska Backcountry Outfitter

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION SALE 
15% OFF STOREWIDE

Excluding non-profit, consignment, & sale items 
FRIDAY 11/29/19 & SATURDAY 11/30/19

Happy Holidays & thank you all for your patronage!
111 2nd Ave. Haines, AK 99827 • (907) 766-2876

Alaskan Liquor Store

Winter Hours:
Mon-Sat: 11am - 7:30pm • Sun: Noon - 6pm

20% off beer-wine
Friday, Nov. 29th  2-6pm

Saturday, Nov. 30th 2-6pm
20% off liquor

Caroline’s Closet
Fri. Nov. 29th & Sat. Nov. 30th

25% off Storewide!
Open Mon - Sat, Noon - 6pm

‘Tis the season!
Cross country & Alpine Skis

Snowboards, Splitboards, 
Noboards & More

In Dalton City & Online 
10% local discount in Nov. & Dec.

... Unique calendars, 
Hand-knit hats, 

Art prints ...

(907) 617-6525 or fairweatherskiworks@gmail.com

Howsers
Black Friday Specials!

Crock Pot Express - reg. 99.99 sale 69.99
Match-ups 18pc Container set - 
reg. 38.99 sale 24.99
Shark Snuggle Blanket - 
reg. 11.99 sale 6.99
Simply 3 Pedal Trike - 
reg 179.99 sale 119.99 only 2!
Huffy Green Machine - 
reg. 249.99 sale 199.99

Nov. 
29th

Mon - Sat 8:30am - 7:30pm & Sun 11am - 6pm

Many More specials-come check out our
Black Friday Display

Toys-Small 
Appliances-

Novelty Gifts! 
Friday Only!

Outfitter        Sporting Goods

20% off storewide!

8am - 6pm

Black Friday & 
Small Business Saturday

Excluding items 
already on sale

& 10% OFF Guns

Outfitter Liquor                          

8am- 6pm 

Black Friday
15% OFF BEER

Small Business Saturday
15% OFF LIQUOR & WINE

8am- 6pm 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 

  Customer Appreciation SALE 

Fri and Sat Nov 23-24. 4-8 pm 

25% off all spirits and merchandise!!   

$6 cocktail specials 
  CLOSED  Thursday, Thanksgiving Day 

 
 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Customer Appreciation SALE

Friday Nov. 29th & Saturday Nov. 30th
25% off all spirits and merchandise!!

$6 cocktail specials
Hours: Wed. - Sat., 4 - 8 p.m.

CLOSED Thursday, Thanksgiving Day

Black Friday & Small 
Business Saturday SALE!

Nov. 29th & 30th

Discounts 
10%-25% off

24 Portage St. • 766-2869 • Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Wide selection of 
bikes, accessories 

& apparel
Open Thanksgiving Day

6:30 - 11 a.m.
Great Coffee, Great Food & the 

Very Best Customers

30% off 
retail items

Friday, 
November 23

Up to

Wishing you a 
harvest of Blessings 

& Good Health!

Friday, Nov. 29th & Saturday, Nov. 30th 
9am - 5pm

on Main Street
766-2855

Stop by and check out our 
many in-store specials!

Lots of new
toys & gift 

ideas!

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Buy Haines...
Real Estate!
Shop local so it 

stays local!

Haines Home Building 
Supply
Decorate your home with our 

large selection of X-mas lights, 
trees, wreaths, amaryllis, 

paperwhites & much more.
OPEN

M - F 8am - 5:30pm 
Sat. 8am - 5pm

Sun. 10am - 2pm
766-2595

Shop locally and 
support your 
community
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Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

Nov. 24, 1969
Casting tryouts for a winter play “Exit the Body” 

will begin Wednesday evening at 8 in the lobby of 
the Chilkat Center. 

The hilarious mystery-farce by Fred Carmichael 
has a cast of five men and five women, and concerns 
itself with a search for stolen jewels left in a New 
England house, and bodies which appear and 
disappear in a closet.

The production date has not yet been set, but the 
play will probably be presented some time after 
Christmas. Ray Menaker will direct.

All people interested in the play are urged to 
come to the tryouts, even those who do not want 
acting roles, but who will help with staging, set-
building, lighting, costuming, props, publicity, etc. 
No experience needed for any work. 

Nov. 24, 1994 
Tightening education budgets aren’t narrowing 

options for students at Haines High School, where 
satellite technology is used to increase class offerings.

No longer is foreign language a one-class 
department, for example. Although French is still 
the only foreign language taught by Haines High 
faculty, local students are learning Japanese and 
Spanish – through a national television network 
called IDEANet.

With teachers based in Tacoma, Wash., and 
students enrolled across the country, IDEANet beams 
courses daily via satellite to classrooms like Haines’. 
Students here tune in at the television with a local 
teacher on hand to supervise, not teach, the class.

Nov. 19, 2009
Chilkoot bears also appear to be Ferebee bears, 

town bears and Mount Ripinsky bears.
These were some of the areas where two brown 

bears, collared along the Chilkoot River, wandered 
in the last year.

A presentation of the data was held at the Haines 
Library Tuesday night in front of a standing-room 
only crowd of more than 50 residents. Sponsored by 
the Takshanuk Watershed Council, the talk featured 

state biologist Ryan Scott.
“These two bears did things I did not expect,” 

Scott said.
The state collared two sows in the fall of 2008, 

shooting them with darts and placing a GPS collar 
on the bruins: #233, about three years old and 200 
pounds and #235, estimated at 10 years old and 
450 pounds.

Data from the young bear were presented first and 
when the map of the bear’s roamings was presented, 
the audience gasped.

The bruin had a home range of 76 square miles and 
in one year had visited Taiya Inlet, Taiyasanki Harbor, 
upper Ferebee Valley, Mount Ripinsky, Peak 3,920, 
downtown, the Small Boat Harbor, Battery Point, 
Chilkoot River and the far end of Chilkoot Lake.

Scott said the wandering was indicative of the 
bear’s youth. “I’m not convinced that this bear is 
going to stay here (Chilkoot River).”

It denned at 2,800 feet on Halutu Ridge, which 
separates the Ferebee from Taiya Inlet.

READY, PULL -- Scott Rossman aims for a clay 
pigeon as fellow marskmen Will Aalbertsberg 
and Sam Smith look on Sunday at the Haines 
Sportsmen’s Association annual Thanksgiving 
Turkey Shoot. About 20 participated in the 
fund-raiser, taking home 18 hams and turkeys. 
The group plans another turkey shoot before 
Christmas.

The return of the live performance...

Friday & Saturday
November 22 & 23, 2019

7:00 p.m.

A Hilarious Melodrama of
Jack Dalton and the Dalton Trail

Lynn Canal Players Presents

Chilkat Center for the Arts
~ Come cheer the hero and hiss the villain! ~

Adults - $10.00 • Children - $6.00 • Family - $30.00
This play ran for many years in Haines during the summers.

Mark Sebens • 209-1256

LIGHTING OF THE LIBRARY

Let’s get this party snapping!
Saturday, November 30th, 5-7pm

Tree lighting at 6pm

Silent Auction to 
benefit Friends 
of the Library

Refreshments 
Children’s 

Crafts

solution to keep AMHS alive.
Dapcevich said that AMHS 

“appreciated the support and 
encouragement (it) received from 
local mayor and state representatives,” 
though the reinstatement of the 
Tazlina was one of the options the 
state began exploring immediately 
after the Aurora was pulled.

Last week, Haines residents and 
visitors got a taste of what’s to 
come with what Alaska Seaplanes 
manager Carl Ramseth called “a 
painful stretch of weather magnified 
by limited ferry service.”

For a week from Nov. 9-16, rain 
blurred views, winds reached 66 
mph, and cloud cover hung low. In 
a single day, eight passenger flights 
were cancelled, Ramseth said.

Among those at the mercy of the 
winds were Karlie Spud and her 
boyfriend George Houghton-Bynum, 
who were stuck in Juneau for five 
days. On Friday, their 757 plane 
from Seattle to Juneau couldn’t 
land in fog, making them miss their 
Saturday ferry reservations. “When 
we landed in Juneau on Saturday, it 
was blowing so hard you could see 
whitecaps from about 10,00 feet or 
so,” Spud said.

The following several days of fog, 
snow, rain and clouds amounted 
to the “waiting room at Seaplanes 
growing and growing with Haines 
and Skagway passengers,” Spud said. 
Only a handful of morning flights 
made it from Juneau to Haines.

By Wednesday morning, Seaplanes 
attempted three simultaneous flights 
for Haines, but each turned around 
because of low visibility, Spud said.

Also at the airport was Jen Walsh, 
along with partner Chris Downer 

and their 2-year-old toddler trying 
to make it back to Haines from a trip 
down south.

After three nights in Juneau, and 
boarding two different planes that 
turned around before landing in 
Haines, Walsh called private pilot 
Drake Olson. Flights were getting 
out Wednesday morning, but because 
Seaplanes was so backlogged with 
passengers, Walsh said her whole 
family wouldn’t have been able to 
leave that day.

“My phone was ringing off the 
hook,” Olson said. He made seven 
roundtrips from Haines to Juneau 
to bring stranded passengers where 
they needed to go.

Even with two extra sailing days 
on the Tazlina, Haines residents say 
they can’t rely on the Tazlina to 
accommodate roundtrip travel.

“Because they grouped all of 
the days together, it wouldn’t have 
mattered for me getting back,” 
Walsh said. The Tazlina will sail 
from Haines to Juneau on Friday 
afternoon, and return Monday around 
noon. On Saturday, the Matanuska 
will sail from Juneau to Haines and 
back. There are additional sailings 
around Thanksgiving and Christmas.

The Haines Post office has been 
backed up by as many as six days so 
far due to inconsistent flights and lack 
of ferries, employee Greg Podsiki 
said. “In the past, the ferries were an 
alternative to bad weather,” he said. 
“The mail would go on the ferries 
if it was backed up for a few days.”

The new schedule is better than the 
last, Podsiki said, but it still means 
in bad weather, mail can be backed 
up for four days. 

FERRY from page 1

shortfalls for the ferry, that would 
have been nonexistent if this law 
was in place last year,” Chapell said. 
“Worrying about whether our schools 
would be fully funded, it would be 
a non-issue. The conversation we’re 
having around the budget, this idea 
of scarcity, that there’s not enough 
money to pay for the basic services 
that we expect, that is just not true.”

Initiative proponents say the act is 
fair to oil producers and Alaskans by 
continuing tax breaks for new and 
developing fields while ensuring the 
state collects a larger share from the 
largest and most profitable fields. A 
group calling itself “Vote Yes for 
Alaska’s Fair Share” is attempting 
to collect 28,501 signatures from 
across the state in its effort to get 
the measure on next year’s ballot. 
The act would also make public tax 
returns and other documents from 
oil and gas producers.

Opponents, including the Alaska 
Oil and Gas Association, say the act 

TAX from page 2
would discourage investment, and 
decrease oil production in the North 
Slope. The trade group is the largest 
contributor to a group opposing 
the initiative named “OneAlaska,” 
according to Anchorage Daily News. 

Opponents say changes to the 
state’s oil tax law requires more study 
and input, and that the Fair Share 
Act’s drafting wasn’t adequately 
vetted by the public, the legislature 
or “independent economic experts.”

Vote Yes for Alaska’s Fair Share 
filed a lawsuit against the state 
last week, asserting that the state’s 
division of elections failed to provide 
a “true and impartial” summary of 
the ballot proposal. It says, in part, 
that language in the summary over-
emphasizes the impact the bill would 
have on oil and gas companies. 

More information about each 
group and its arguments can be found 
at voteyesforalaskafairshare.com 
and onealaska.com.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING

The HAINES BOROUGH will 
be holding a public meeting 
on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 
26 at 1:00 P.M. at the HAINES 
SENIOR CENTER (33 Mis-
sion Street). All public, private 
non-profit, and private for-prof-
it transportation providers, as 
well as the general public are 
invited to attend, participate 
and provide comment on the 
Haines Coordinated Trans-
portation Plan. For a copy of 
the plan prior to the meeting 
please contact Carolann Woo-
ton at 907-766-6409.
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Tuesday, November 12
A cal ler  repor ted a bear 

attempting to access dumpsters 
on 200 Block S 2nd Ave.

HVFD responded to a service 
call.

A caller repor ted a person 
driving recklessly.

A burglary alarm was activated 
on 100 Block Main St.
Wednesday, November 13

HVFD responded to a service 
call on 300 Block Haines Hwy.

A caller reported concern that a 
burn would be left unattended on 
River Rd.

A 20 day Ex Parte stalking order 

Police Report

“She’s been doing this event all 
of last year,” Bochart said. “Every 
event she’ll be about one point off 
from making it to the final round. 
This year she made it and took 
home third place.”

Dixon also took fourth place in 
solo acting. 

Eli Williamson placed fifth with 
an informational speech about the 
history of political parties in the 
United States, and how they’ve 
changed today.  

In wrestling, junior Wesley 
Verhamme took third at a 
tournament where he competed 

against large and small schools, 
putting him in a good position to 
win the state tournament, coach Ben 
Bard said. 

“Until his last match he wrestled 
only big school division one kids 
from his weight class,” Bard said. 
“He pinned all of them, all four in a 
row, in a span of four or five hours 
which was pretty awesome.” 

In the match that put him in third 
place, Verhamme defeated a wrestler 
who took first place at the Anchorage 
Christian Schools (ACS) small 
schools’ tournament in Anchorage 
two weeks ago. 

TEAM from page 1

was received to be served on a 49 
yo male.

HVFD responded to a service 
call on River Rd.

A caller repor ted someone 
tampered with property at Carrs 
Cove.

A caller reported being harassed 
by an individual on N 4th Ave.

HVFD responded to a vehicle fire 
on Main St.

A 20 Ex Parte stalking order was 
served on a 57 yo male on 200 
Block Main St.

HVFD responded to a service 
call on River Rd.
Thursday, October 14

HVFD responded to a service 
call on River Rd. 

Received a report of a burglary 
on 600 Block Small Tracts Rd.
Friday, November 15

An alarm test was conducted on 
Main St.

HVFD responded to a service 
call on 600 Block FAA Rd.

A protective order was served on 
200 Block Haines Hwy.

A caller repor ted a broken 
window pane on 900 Block Small 
Tracts Rd.

A caller reported a bear pushing 
over dumpsters on 200 Block S 
2nd Ave.

Saturday, November 16
A caller reported a bear tipping 

over trash cans on 500 Block FAA 
Rd.

A caller reported a pedestrian 
creating a noise disturbance on 
Mud Bay Rd.
Sunday, November 17

A caller reported a rock on the 
road at 5.5 Mile Lutak Rd.

HBPD assisted a motorist on 
100 Block S 3rd Ave.

A 36 yo male was arrested 
for DUI (BrAC .279) and was 
transported to the Haines Rural 
Jail Facility.

Monday, November 18
A caller reported being harassed 

on social media at 31 Mile Haines 
Hwy.

A citizen reported a child custody 
dispute on 600 Block Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a pedestrian 
creating a noise disturbance on 
River Rd.

There were seven 911 hang-ups, 
three canine, seven EMS calls and 
13 traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available Haines Borough Police 
Department website and Facebook 
page. 

Presenting The 2019-20
Glacier Bear 

JV and Varsity Volleyball Teams!

AK Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Trucking

Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant

Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet/Howsers IGA

Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal Resources

Haines Brewing Company
Haines Home Building

Haines Quick Shop/
Mike’s Bikes & Boards/

Outfitter Liquor/
Outfitter Sporting Goods

Haines Real Estate
Harbor Bar/Lighthouse Restaurant
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Cafe/

Ripinski Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &

Alaska Sport Shop
Sarah J’s Coffee & Eatery
Southeast Road Builders Inc. 
Stanford Masonry and Carpentry
Turner Construction

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters, we have 10 boosters left. 
Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com today!

Back row from left: Atlin Zahnow, Claire Waldo, Kiersten Long, Melanie Thomas, Miranda Haddock, Becca Wheeler, Megan 
Whitermore, Sophia Cunningham, Natalie Jobbins, Alison Benda. Front row from left: Raine Winge, Dori Getchell, Mary Hart.

“He ended up beating him pretty 
significantly by four or five points. 
Taking first at ACS means you’re 
top dog in your weight class for 
small schools in your state. It’s 
looking pretty good for our state 
meet,” Bard said of Verhamme’s win 
against Eielson High School’s ACS 
tournament winner Nephi Tidwell.

Verhamme said he expected to 
lose the match against the number 
one seed. In the Haines High School 
gym on Wednesday he refreshed his 
phone, waiting for the standings to 
update. “I know I have a target on 
my head,” Verhamme said. “I beat 

the first seed so now people are going 
to want to get better and get stronger 
to beat me.” 

Verhamme said he plans to polish 
his ankle pick, a wrestling takedown 
he used to defeat all of his opponents 
last weekend. Despite pinning most 
of his opponents early, some of his 
matches lasted several rounds where 
he became quite tired. He says he 
needs to improve his conditioning 
to be competitive at the state 
tournament.

“When it comes time for that third-
round match, it’s going to happen,” 
Verhamme said. “State’s for the best 

of the best and I’m not just going 
to be able to pin my way through 
so I really want to work on my 
conditioning.”

Verhamme is wrestling in the 
215-pound weight division. 

The Glacier Bears volleyball 
squad this week ended their season 
in Wrangell this week. They lost to 
Wrangell at the start of the regional 
tournament. That put them in the 
loser’s bracket where they defeated 
Skagway during their next set. 
They finally lost to Petersburg, 
which eliminated them from the 
tournament. 
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New posts at tommorphet.com
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for 
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a 
month, plus utilities, deposit and 
references. 767-5662 (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required,flexible 
hours, and working night shift 
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  

(Un)Classified Ads
The HBSD is looking for a full-time 
evening custodian starting the 
beginning of Dec.  Please contact 
Ashley at ashley@hbsd.net or 
766-6725 for more info. (46-47b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Museum Assistant

PT Reg, Min. Qual: High School 
Diploma or equiv.; Starting wage: 
$15.95-16.95 DOE. For more info 
check www.hainesalaska.gov. Send 
or bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us. Open until 11/22/19. 
(45-46b)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

~ 2019 Fall Class Line-up ~
 - Spin Classes
 

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

• IFR Certified in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway flight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am

2:05 pm

Fall Flight Schedule 
November 2 - November 27, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

8:50 am
11:50 am

2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm

3:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Everyday 

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Advertise in the 
Business Directory
$16.50 per square,

per week!

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

Monday & Friday
12 - 1 pm

Chilkat Center Lobby

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Finley Cleaning

Give us a call today! 
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s TreasuresMUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
open year round
TUE-SAT, 10A-5P

766-2869

Surf  Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

MOMOI Web

10% off
Don’t Wait! Order for 2020

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Customer appreciation sale!
 15% OFF Storewide, excluding non-profit, 

consignment, & sale items.
Friday 11/29 & satruday 11/30

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & thank you 
all for your patronage!

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105Chilkat Valley

Acupuncture & 
Oriental Medicine

  Mon - Tues  766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc 

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)
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Subscribe to the CVN! 

ADULT (high school and up) and 
JUNIOR entries will be judged 
separately in both catergories:

Cookie and Candy
Unlimited entries allowed

Entries
Drop off at the VISITOR CENTER

Between 8 am-3 pm on Friday, December 6th
Call 766-6418 for more information

YOU be the judge!
Sample and judge the 

goodies at the Community 
Tree Lighting Event

Friday, Dec. 6th at 5 pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Dungeness Crab Burger
1 egg yolk
1 1/2 cup cooked and 
riced potatoes
½ teaspoon salt
1½ pounds Dungeness crab meat
2 cups plus 2 tablespoons all 
purpose flour
2 tablespoons olive oil

2 garlic cloves 
chopped
1 jalapeno chili 
chopped and seeded
¼ cup cilantro 
chopped
¼ cup mint chopped
1 zest of lemon

Combine the garlic, jalapeno, cilantro, mint, lemon, po-
tatoes, egg, crab and two tablespoons of flour into a food 
processor and pulse until the mixture is smooth.

Spread the remaining two cups of flour onto a sheet pan 
and with damp hands shape the crab mixture into 6 patties. 
Cover the patties in the flour and shake off all the excess. 
Heat olive oil in a large cast Iron pan (or non stick) and 
brown over medium heat, 4 minutes each side.

Eat them as is with whatever burger toppings you want or 
on a bun. Some fun toppings might be Kimchi, pickles, curry 
ketchup, siracha, shredded cabbage, beer cheese sauce or 
whatever you feel like having fun with. This recipe is only a 
template for your imagination!

Dungeness Crabs
I was putting up posters at the post office and library yesterday when I saw a sign that said “Dungeness 

Crab 4 Sale, Call Jimmy.” I took a picture of the sign and sent it to my wife, Rachel. She called Jimmy 
and told me the Crabs were $8. “$8 a pound?” I said. “No $8 a piece.”

Coming from the Seattle area the cheapest I have ever been able to buy crab was $7.95 a pound and 
that was through a purveyor for my restaurant. At grocery stores, sad suicidal crabs float in tanks and sell 
for $18-$22 a pound. Buying one crab can end up costing $40.

So I bought 25 crabs from Jimmy and spent the afternoon boiling and picking through the meat to 
freeze for a later date.

When I boil crabs I use a ¼ cup salt to 1 quart of water ratio. I add bay leaf, onion, garlic, celery leaves, 
and spices that I am in the mood for. I separate the crab from its shell before I boil and split the legs in 
two. Once the water is boiling I add the crab and boil for 8 to 10 minutes depending on the quantity of 
crab. I was boiling 25 so I boiled for 12 minutes. I pull them out of the water and I ice them down and 
commence the most dreaded part, picking through the meat. I’m pretty immune to this part now.

This recipe is just something to do with the meat but you are more than welcome to eat them as is 
with melted butter, lemon, and mashed potatoes (as Rachel likes it).

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever!” 
Psalm 107   

Thanksgiving Eve Service
November 27th at 7:00pm

Haines Presbyterian Church
Join us for an evening of song, scripture and 

prayers of thanksgiving!

“Typically, we let the police 
department handle that since it’s 
within their jurisdiction and their 
borough,” he said.

Chief Scott said that his philosophy 
gives preference to educating the 
public rather than ticketing them. 
“As we had mounting problems (with 
bears), we got more aggressive about 
education,” he said. 

Since September, the police have 
received more than 80 calls reporting 
bear activity, though it’s issued no 
citations for creating or permitting 
a bear attractant nuisance. Ranger 
Russell said he’s issued no citations 
this summer or fall. Former wildlife 
trooper Wallace Kirksey issued one 
citation last month, records show. 

Poinsette, who was appointed by 
Schnabel to chair the committee, said 
he expects the issue of solid waste 
management to come up. “It’s just 
difficult to get rid of garbage here, 
and maybe that’s something we can 
look at making easier,” he said. 

Community Waste Solutions is 
in the midst of laying two acres of 
electric fencing around the active 
portion of the landfill, which should 
deter bear activity in the spring 
when they come out of hibernation, 

BEAR from page 3

“I do not believe that there is 
undue stress from a helicopter that far 
away,” Turner said. “And people that 
are closer than that are in favor of it.”

In April, Sundberg applied for a 
conditional use permit but pulled it 
the day of the meeting. At the time, 
six of seven adjacent property owners 
to the proposed heliport wrote letters 
of support.

In September, 11 residents within 
a mile of the site testified opposition 
to the planning commission.

Code dictates that the borough 
must notice all property owners 
“within an area of 500 feet from 
the location of a proposed variance, 
conditional use or rezoning,” but 
planning technician Savannah Maidy 
said that code does not limit how far 
out a borough can notice.

“The reason we did that is because 
this is such a contentious issue and 
has been fought over for quite a 
while,” she said. “We didn’t want it 
to come back to us and say that there 
wasn’t proper notification.”

Other commissioners said they 
couldn’t prove a noise increase in 
the neighborhood—yet.

“Let’s say that Mr.Campbell’s 
airstrip was landing 40 airplanes a 
day and then the applicant came to us 
with an application,” commissioner 
Jess Kayser Forester said. “I’d say 
‘Oh yeah, this neighborhood has 
changed dramatically. The noise is 
way different.’” 

“We’ll deal with it when it happens,” 

commission Lee Heinmiller said.
Heinz said she has seen a “huge 

increase in industrial activity,” over 
the years, but that doesn’t mean 
ambient noise has gone up with it. 
“If I get new evidence that things 
have changed, I very well could 
change my opinion,” she said at the 
meeting. She later told the CVN 
that she didn’t see evidence in the 
record that the ambient noise level 
to the adjacent neighborhood has 
significantly changed. 

If the commission had granted 
Sundberg’s permit without “technical 
evidence” of material change since 
2015, Chandler wrote that it could be 
successfully challenged on appeal.

Lapham proposed revisiting the 
eight points of criteria required for 
conditional use permitting. “They 
do not take into account the general 
use zone,” she said. “They work 
well for the townsite area, but not 
for general use.”

Maidy sa id  the  p lanning 
commission recognizes that the 
approval criteria are “incredibly 
subjective and hard to define” and is 
looking at writing special approval 
criteria specifically for heliports.

Sundberg left Thursday’s meeting 
with the promise that he will go 
back to work. “I know what I need 
to work on,” he said. “Scheduling 
more flights to Campbell’s airstrips 
is one of them.”

He added that, after 10 years 
fighting for a heliport at 26 Mile, 

HELI from page 1

By Kyle Clayton
The Haines Sheldon Museum was 

one of four museums in Alaska to 
receive a fall grant from Museums 
Alaska.

The Sheldon Museum received 
$14,670, the most of any recipient, 
for its continuing collections 
accessibility project. 

Museum director Helen Alten said 
the money will pay for a staff member 
to inventory more than 3,400 paper 
archive materials. 

“We’ve got four months for an 
archivist to do an inventory for the 
collection, develop a plan of action 
and start working on the most critical 
areas of the archive collection,” Alten 
said. “I think people don’t realize 
what we hold in terms of archives. 
We have some really amazing 
materials: personal letters, diaries 
and ships’ logs.”

The museum has received the 
grant nearly twice a year for the 
past six years, but this grant is the 
largest. The money has paid for an 
inventory of the entire collection, 
such as books, shipwreck artifacts, 
clothing, quilts, beadwork, carvings, 
puppets and other objects. Staff has 
also been able to digitize much of 

Museum gets $14K 
for collections project 

“it’s very refreshing to hear that there 
is a difference between the townsite 
and the general use and that the 
criteria cannot fit both. It’s stifling 
this community, and I’m a prime 
example of it.”

Nearby land owner Jessica Plachta 
told the CVN she was “disturbed” 
by the repeated allowances to the 
applicant to “game the system.” 

“This is the fourth time he has 
withdrawn his application when 
it came apparent that he would be 
denied his desired permit,” Plachta 
said. “This leaves him with the option 
of shuffling his cards, restacking the 
deck, and returning in a year with the 
hopes of a different result.”

Sundberg withdrew his application 
in 2015, April 2019, and on Thursday. 
In 2011, records show that his 
application was removed from the 
agenda, though it’s unclear why. 

the museum’s audiovisual collection. 
The museum’s iPads exhibit films 
depicting Haines history, a project 
paid by past grants. 

“We’ve done an inventory of 
the whole physical collection, the 
objects, the library, the books,” 
Alten said. “We have never done an 
inventory of the documents, which is 
what the archives is. Our collection 
has in our database 3,470 archives, 
file folders or paper materials, 2,715 
books, 11,253 photographs and 4,510 
objects.” 

The museum estimates 87 feet 
of new archives material needs to 
be processed and inventoried. This 
includes papers from the Ward, Haas, 
and Harrell families.

Alten said one of the museum’s 
goals, as a result of the inventory 
process, will be to provide a 
searchable database on the museum’s 
website to aid in research and general 
curiosity. “We’re getting it to a point 
where we can put stuff online, at least 
lists of what we hold, so people can 
do their research or prepare for their 
research,” Alten said. 

The museum’s research library and 
archives is open from 12 to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. 

Franke said. The landfill also got its 
composter operating again, so the 
majority of waste that comes in is 
processed immediately, he added.

Crupi offered the task force a 
summary of a similar experience 
in Canmore, British Columbia. The 
town eliminated curbside garbage 
collection to reduce bear-human 
encounters, and instead implemented 
a “bear bin” collection system. Those 
who did not wish to use animal-proof 
containers had to adhere to strict 
regulations the type of containers 
waste was stored in and the hours it 
was allowed to be on the street for 
collection. After the change, the town 
reported eliminating all bear-human 
interactions the following summer.

“I will be pulling some other 
communities’ legislation that they 
have used,” Schnabel said this 
week. “Do we want to provide for 
bear canisters? Do we want to limit 
collection times?”

The committee will present 
recommendations to Schnabel by 
April 2020. Poinsette will call the first 
meeting after Thanksgiving, though 
dates have not been set. Meetings 
will be open to the public.

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 18 years! 
• 15% off all Stihl products

All chain saw purchases 
include a fre case. Limited 
stock. More in store sales!

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

Black Friday Sale!


