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Merchants with third consecutive 
Gold Medal championship

Exposed trash puts landfill in DEC’s sights

Stuart places third at state spelling bee contest

Who serves who?

By Sarah Chatta
Sixth-grader Willa Stuart is a 

formidable competitor. During 
lunchtime at Haines School Willa 
told me that she memorized 1,100 
words for the Alaska State Spelling 
Bee, somewhat apathetically, 
while nibbling on chicken fingers. 

Every day last week from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. more than 180 
kids from across Alaska in third 
through eighth grade gathered 
in the Anchorage Center for the 
Performing Arts to test their 
spelling skills. 

Even though last week Willa tied 
for third-place, the idea of winning 
isn’t what drives her. “The first 
year I didn’t really wanna do it,” 
she said.  She only did it because 
her mom convinced her to. Since 
then, Willa has gotten hooked on 

Bees—she has participated in four 
spelling bees in Haines and three 
statewide. 

“It’s just nice to be around kids 
like me who like to do stuff like 
that,” said Willa.

With all 180 kids assembled 
on stage, participants were asked 
to spell a selection of “on-list” 
words, words that they had studied, 
and then after a few rounds they 
were asked “off-list” words, 
words chosen at random from the 
Merriam Webster dictionary.

“My first ‘on-list’ word was 
‘character,’” said Willa, “Then 
‘hygiene,’ and then ‘dachshund.” 
The hardest word she had was 
‘purveyor,’ she said. The eighth-
grade boy who got first-place won 
by spelling ‘souffle.’ 

Hearing these words, I then 

‘Snow 
Drought’ 
bodes ill for 
ski season

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Merchants won 

its third B bracket championship 
title last week title at the 73rd 
annual Lions Club Gold Medal 
Tournament at Juneau Douglas 
High School, while the women’s, 
Klukwan and masters teams all 
placed second. 

The Merchants lost their first 
game to Hydaburg, and had to 
fight their way back through the 
loser’s bracket in a week-long 
competition that was scrappy and 
physical, said Merchants’ Tyler 
Swinton. 

“We started getting worn down 
but we caught a rhythm. It was 
a pretty physical tournament. 
“People had to get stiches and stuff 
like that.  I have a scrape across 
my face, I got an elbow in the eye. 
It was that kind of basketball,” 
Swinton said. “It got harder and 
harder as the time went on but we 
started playing better as a team.” 

The Merchants started beating 
teams by more than 20 points as 
they battled through the tournament 
to reach the championship game 
against Angoon. In the final 

See GOLD page 5

By Jenna Kunze
Mayor Jan Hill’s recent 

testimony on the Tier 3 nomination 
process raised concerns from some 
assembly members and the public 
this week about how she represents 
the borough.   

By charter, the Haines Borough 
operates with a manager form of 
government, which means the 
manager may direct municipal 
officers and department heads 
in accordance with policies 
and procedures adopted by the 
assembly. 

The Haines Borough Assembly 
is the sole lawmaking body in the 
borough, and the mayor “acts as 
ceremonial head of the Haines 
Borough.” The mayor presides at 
assembly meetings, has executive 
powers, and only votes in case 
of a tie.

Hill testified in a teleconference 
on March 20 in support of a senate 
bill that would require three 
state agencies’ approval before 
nominating waters for Tier 3 status, 
a designation that adds a level of 

See SKI page 2

See TIER 3 page 9

protection to watersheds.
“The Haines Borough does not 

have an official position on the issue 
before the legislature except that 
the process must engage the people 
that live within the watershed of 
the nominated river, professional 
agencies and the legislature,” 
Hill said in a statement prepared 
in a collaborative effort between 
mayor and borough manager, 
Debra Schnabel. 

“The current bil l  under 
consideration requires review 
from DEC, DNR, and Fish and 
Game. To ensure representation of 
the community of people residing 
in the watershed, the borough 
recommends including review 
by the Department of Community 
and Regional Affairs also,” Hill 
said. “The Haines Borough 
recommends to this committee 
that a process for designating Tier 
3 rivers include site visits from 
legislators and all recommending 
agencies.”

Assembly members told 
the CVN this week they never 
discussed on opinion on SB51; 
Five of six members have publicly 
stated favor of Tier 3 protection, 
while Hill has opposed the 
designation, calling it “extreme.” 
Assembly member Josephson 

See TRASH page 2

Merchants’ Kyle Fossman drives around Angoon’s Aquino 
Brinson in the champtionship game. Michael Penn photo. 

By Sarah Chatta
For the past three seasons, 

drought conditions have 
marred the heliski industry, 
which depends on adequate 
snowfal l .  Snowfal l  in 
Southeast is 50 to 80 percent 
lower than average, according 
to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), and the problem of 
abnormally low snowpack has 
become so pronounced that the 
National Drought Mitigation 
Center coined a new term for 
it—snow drought.

“Haines area seems to 
have taken a bigger hit this 
year,” said Arron Jacobs, a 
senior hydrologist at NOAA 
who specializes in regional 
weather patterns. “Haines 
Customs reported that for the 
last two months of January 
and February, where they 
were supposed to get 50-60 
inches of snow, they got nine,” 
he said. 

Two months of drought 
in the beginning of winter 
was followed by excessive 
rainfall at elevations above 
5000 feet in March, said Scott 

By Jenna Kunze 
 A resident’s written complaint on landfill 

management in the Haines Borough has caused 
the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation to engage Community Waste 
Solutions in correcting concerns about exposed 
garbage.

On March 10, Haines resident Burl Sheldon 
filed a written complaint to borough manager 
Debra Schnabel on ongoing landfill practices 
that he said violate Alaska statues by allowing 
wildlife access to food scraps, and litter beyond 
landfill boundaries.

Sheldon cited Alaska law that mandates a 
municipal solid waste landfill cover putrescible 
waste, or something that could become rotten, 
with six inches of soil to control disease vectors, 

fire, odor, blowing litter and animal scavenging.  
He wrote that “Windblown litter is pervasive 
and often violates the 50 ft setback rule” that 
mandates disposal be at that distance from 
property lines.

Schnabel forwarded the complaint to 
Doug Buteyn, regional program manager 
for the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

 Buteyn wrote back: “At present, DEC does 
not anticipate an inspection will be necessary 
in resolving this complaint.”

The agency rarely does landfill inspections 
in response to a complaint but instead utilizes 
program management methods that focus on 
compliance assistance, Buteyn told the CVN 
this week.

He said that DEC has contacted CWS owner 
Tom Hall to notify him of the complaint and is 
working with him in resolving it.

“They’ve started to cover the waste with 
materials they had on hand,” Buteyn said. “Last 
Friday (Hall) had found a source of dirt that 
he was going to start hauling to the landfill to 
replace the temporary cover he had on there 
with a permanent cover of soil.” 

CWS is actively covering the waste with soil 
donated from community members. Landfill 
manager Sally Garton said they expect to cover 
active dumping deposits by April 5.

“We are working with Doug,” Garton said. 
“We already were working with Doug before 

made the terrible decision of 
asking a state spelling bee whiz to 
give me a word to spell. Gleefully, 
Willa said something that sounded 
phonetically like ‘may-saunt.’ She 
informed me that it was one of her 
‘Dutch challenge words.’

“Okay,” I began, “M-A-I…” 
I was already wrong. “It’s ‘m-u-

i-s-h-o-n-d,” Willa said.  
Merriam Webster defines this 

word as, “either of two southern 
African weasels… that emit a fetid 
odor when disturbed.”

Despite her confident, butterfly-
t-shirt exterior, Willa admitted 
that at the start of the Bee she 
was very nervous. “I don’t know 
why,” she said, “because I knew 
the list better. But once I got into 
the ‘off-list’ words I wasn’t as 
nervous because I knew I could 

get out at any time.” 
Even at 12-years-old, Willa 

understands herself well enough to 
know that her anxiety was wrapped 
in the part of her performance she 
could control. When she was no 
longer in control of the words they 
quizzed her with, Willa was okay 
with whatever happened. 

Willa said her mom encouraged 
her to make it to the top ten this 
year, “but I didn’t think that that 
was possible.”

I asked Willa’s mom, Jila Stuart, 
did she think that was possible? 

“Honestly,” said Stuart, “I 
thought it was possible but not 
likely.” This made Willa laugh. 
“I always knew she could do it!” 
amended Stuart, “It’s just so hard, 
you never know what word you’re 
going to get.”

Mayor’s Tier 3 
stand at odds 
with assembly
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Duly Noted

Thursday, March 28
Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 

meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
“2.6 Million Acres: The Story of the Chilkat 

Tlingits’ Lands, Part 1—Ancestral Times and 
Clan Ownership,” 6 p.m. at the public library. 
The film will be followed by a discussion led by 
Tony Strong. 

Planning Commission Workshop - 
Comprehensive Plan, 6:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.

“Noises Off” a British comedy farce, 7 p.m. 
at the Chilkat Center. Continues Friday - Saturday 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. This production is 
rated PG13.

Alaska Treasures Basketball Fundraiser 
Tournament Qualifying game #2, 7 p.m. in 
the High School Gym. Championship games 
Sunday, March 31 beginning at 5 p.m. Tickets 
available at Olerud’s Market, ABEF and from 
HBSD Community Ed.
Friday, March 29

“Noises Off” a British comedy farce,7 p.m, at  
at the Chilkat Center.
Saturday, March 30

Choose Respect community march, 12 p.m. 
start at Thor’s Fitness. Walk together to show 
support for awareness about sexual and domestic 
violence. Sign making, speakers and snacks 
before the march.

“Noises Off” a British comedy farce,7 p.m. at 
the Chilkat Center. 
Sunday, March 31

“Noises Off” a British comedy farce, 2p.m. at 
the Chilkat Center.
Friday, April 5

HEDC meeting, 3 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Retirement Celebration for Bengie Stuart, 4 

– 6 p.m. at the Pioneer. Everyone welcome.
April First Friday, 4 p.m. at the Jilkaat Kwaan 

Heritage Center in Klukwan and 5 – 7 p.m. at 
participating businesses around town. 

2nd Annual Haines Arts Council 
Membership Drive Kick-off Party, 7 – 8 p.m. 
at the Chilkat Center. Pizza by the slice, beer and 
wine available for purchase. Music to follow.

Jack Garton and the Demon Squadron 
concert/dance, 8 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Tickets $18 general admission/$15 HAC 
members. 
Saturday, April 6

Thai Massage Workshop, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at Body IQ. Continues Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. 
Call 766-2600 to register. 
Monday, April 8

Parks and Rec Trails Subcommittee 
workshop, 6 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Tuesday, April 9

Government Affairs and Services Committee 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.

Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Wednesday, April 10

Chilkat Bald Eagle Council meeting, 10 a.m. 
in assembly chambers.

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.

Celebrate with Pie, 5 – 6 p.m. at the Brewery. 
Stop by for a slice of pie to celebrate the Chilkat 
Valley Community Foundation’s completion 
of their 2020 fundraising goal. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be provided.
Thursday, April 11

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Sunday, April 14

Blessing of the Fleet, 3 p.m. at the small boat 
harbor. Reception to follow at the Presbyterian 
Church.

Save the DateLetters to the Editor
Let’s work together 
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Thanks for Rock, Paper, Fish success

Questionable if mine will undergo EIS

Peratrovich Day events inspired

Bengie Stuart’s retirement 
at the Pioneer 

4-6 p.m, Friday, April 5th 
Thank you, Bengie, for 56 years 
of hard work and dedication!

Celebrate 

By Lexie DeWitt
Elias Bruce Baylous was born 

in Juneau to Amy and Gabriel 
Baylous on March 22 at 7:45 
a.m. He weighed 7 pounds and 9 
ounces and was 21.5 inches long. 
“We are so in love. Big sister 
Adalina has welcomed her lit-
tle brother with lots of hugs and 
kisses,” said Amy. 

Stacie and Donnie Turner 
celebrated their 30th wedding 
anniversary in Oahu. They spent 
four days in Kona and six days 
in Waikiki. They were joined by 
their daughter Shelly Turner and 
her boyfriend John Venables. 
Highlights included a surprise 
helicopter tour of the island, vis-
iting Pearl Harbor and the Hono-
lulu Zoo, and the Honolulu Festi-
val with a huge fireworks display 
over Waikiki beach. “It was so 
fun and exciting to see the vol-
canoes and waterfalls and Pearl 
Harbor was something I always 
wanted to see. That was very 
touching and interesting to see,” 
said Stacie. 

Marirose Evenden and Dylan 
Chapell have returned from 
Bend, Ore. where they skied until 
their hearts were content on Mt. 
Bachelor for a week. Marirose 
visited with her father Doug 
Evenden and also with former 
residents Michael Ahmuty, 
daughters Riley and Cassidy, 
and Travis Reid and family. 

Liam Cassidy and Tracey 
Wirak spent two months in Ken-
ya, Africa. Shannon Higgins 
picked them up at the airport 
in Nairobi and took them to the 
Teule Children’s Home in Loi-
tokitok. They spent five weeks 
volunteering there and at Kibo 
Slopes Academy. Following the 
volunteer work, they spent three 
weeks traveling around Kenya. 
“We went to the Rift Valley and 
spent time on the Indian Ocean 
along Kenya’s southern coast-
line. It was an amazing expe-

rience and we will be giving a 
slideshow and hosting a fund-
raiser in the near future,” Tracey 
said. 

Chevy Fowler and girlfriend 
Catherine Sample along with 
Chevy’s mom Christy and broth-
er Marty have returned from 
a trip to California where they 
attended two Golden State War-
riors basketball games and visit-
ed friends and family. “My moth-
er and I have been Warriors fans 
for years. I first got her hooked 
on them when we were in high 
school and it started as just a way 
for us to bond over something 
and then she became almost a 
bigger fan than me,” said Chevy. 
Highlights of the trip included 
visiting Pier 39, a bus tour around 
the city, China Town, a visit with 
Haines resident Larry Harris 
in Berkley, and electric scooter 
rides around the shore. The trio 
met up with Chevy’s aunt Car-
rie Nickols and enjoyed lunch 
with David Wulzen and Mon-
ica Galarneau who are work-
ing on the documentary “Above 
the Bamboo Room.” Before the 
end of their trip they attended a 
second Warriors game, this time 
against the Phoenix Suns. Chevy 
shook player Quinn Cook’s 
hand and got photos on the court. 
“The players were so close and 
so much bigger in person. The 
crowd was so loud and had so 
much energy. Both teams played 
so well and despite the Warriors 
loss it was by far the greatest day 
of my life so far,” added Chevy. 
After the game, they ran into Ja-
mal Crawford, and had photos 
taken with him which added to 
their day and amazing trip. 

Matt Blood, Haines High 
School class of 2003 completed 
his second 100-mile foot race 
this past weekend. The 10th An-
nual White Mountains 100-mile 
ultra race took place just north 
of Fairbanks with only 14 run-

ners in the group of 82 finishing 
participants. Other competitors 
raced on skis and fat bikes. “Matt 
placed third (in the group of run-
ners) with a time of 27:34. He ran 
from 8 a.m. Sunday all day and 
through the night, finally finish-
ing at 11:34 a.m. Monday. The 
weather varied from warm and 
sunny to freezing rain and blow-
ing snow,” said Matt’s mom 
Barb Blood.  His first 100 mile 
race was held near Sacramento, 
Calif. in November with a fin-
ishing time of 27:14. He placed 
115th out of 251 runners.

Ramie Carlson and her daugh-
ter Piper have returned from a 
trip to Cave Creek, Ariz. to visit 
her parents Patti and Rich Carl-
son. Highlights included visiting 
the OdySea Aquarium, lounging 
by the pool, hiking in Sedona and 
Piper also went on a pony ride. 

Painting a picture of good versus evil does not truly help us understand 
one another. Asking questions are good when it comes to understanding 
a mining project. One thing for certain is the folks running Constantine 
Mineral Resources are good people. They are doing their best in trying 
to create a viable industry that will work with clean water to maintain 
our Chilkat fisheries, and a sensitivity to the people of Haines including 
surrounding habitats of birds and other mammals.

 As well, Constantine will create jobs, create material for future 
cell phones, cars, houses, and all the stuff we use on a daily basis 
for future folks around the world, and create more vibrancy in the 
Haines community. This will be temporary like most industries. But 
one important key to our survival on the planet is our ability to work 
together, especially when we don’t agree. Let’s do it here in Haines

Sincerely 
Jon Hirsh

The Southeast Alaska Conservation Council would like to thank our 
partners and volunteers and the communities of Klukwan and Haines 
for the successful premiere screenings of the Wild Confluence Media/
Nomad Island film, Rock, Paper, Fish. We were thrilled with the turnout 
in both communities, and with the active, engaged community members 
who asked thoughtful questions and shared insight and passion for 
the Chilkat Valley. Thank you to Chilkat Indian Village, Lynn Canal 
Conservation, American Bald Eagle Foundation, Alaska Native 
Sisterhood of Klukwan, Chilkoot Indian Association, Haines Friends of 
Recycling, the Haines Borough Public Library, Jones and Lani Hotch, 
Derek Poinsette, Jessica Plachta, Erin Whalen, Guy Archibald, Colin 
Arisman, Connor Gallagher, Brian Willard, Jessica Kayser Forster, 
and Daniel Klanott.

Shannon Donahue

An operating mine in the Chilkat Valley is unlikely to undergo a 
complete Environmental Impact Study.  Any analysis will be splintered 
over various agencies, jurisdictions, and piecemealed through several 
limited actions.

The 2016 road application on BLM land did not include an 
underground adit, although Constantine stated this intent to investors. 
As a result, the Environmental Assessment (EA) found no significant 
impact.  Another application was submitted to extend the road to state 
land.  The public review documents gave no information about activities 
on state land.  This information was not revealed until the final decision. 
Again, no significant impact, no Environmental Impact Study (EIS).

On state land, Constantine was granted a permit for Phase 1 by DNR 
but this was not revealed to the public until months after the appeal 
window had closed. It contained information on the underground 
workings, but permits for this (Phase 2) have been be applied for 
separately.

This is where we are at. The Phase 2 plan requires permits for waste 
rock storage and disposal of tunnel seepage water. There will be a 
public comment opportunity.

Any future expansion of the road on BLM might require an EA if 
Constantine does not broker a land transfer to the state. Activities 
in wetlands regardless of jurisdiction would require an Army Corps 
analysis.

Even a full EIS for a mine would be incomplete because it would only 
cover the mentioned 15-year life-of-mine. Constantine will continue 
to explore. Greens Creek was a 12-year life-of-mine 30 years ago. 

Guy Archibald 

The Sisters of the ANS Camp 5 would like to thank all those involved 
in helping make the Annual Elizabeth Peratrovich Day Assembly an 
inspiring and fun event. We would like to acknowledge Ellen Larson and 
Jeanne Kitayama for their assistance with making the vests, the Chilkoot 
Indian Association for donation of the felt, Kyle Strong, Tanna Dixon, 
and Jayden Hotch for instructing and leading the students in song and 
dance, Mrs. Jen Johnson, Rebekah McCoy and Holly Davis for their 
help with the music, Mark Davis and Lydia Andriesen for leading the 
choir, Mr. Baumgartner and the 6th grade class for teaching us about 
the Native Youth Olympic games, Lee Hienmiller, Leslie Downer, Jack 
Strong, and Deanna and Dakota Strong. Special thanks to ALL the staff 
and Administration of the Haines Borough School District for allowing 
time in their busy schedules for us to honor and commemorate Elizabeth 
Peratrovich, and her courageous efforts for equality of all Alaskans.

Natalie Benassi, Deb Kemp, Justina Hotch, Marylin Wilson
ANS Camp 5
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“Noises Off ”
A British Comedy {Sex} Farce 

rated PG13
written by Michael Frayn/directed by Tod Sebens

T���� - S�, M��
� 28 - 30 � 7 �.�. 
� S�����, M��
� 31 � 2 �.�.

�� ��� C������ C�����
Family $40/Adults $15/Students $8

Tickets available at the door and 
Moosterious Emporium

Presented by Lynn Canal Community Players 
in cooperation with Samuel French, Inc.

JACK GARTON 
AND THE DEMON SQUADRON

2nd Annual Haines Arts 
Council Membership Drive 

Concert and Dance
Friday April 5 

Chilkat Center 
7pm doors, 8 pm show

$15 HAC members
$18 Non members

Pizza by the slice, 
beer and wine 

available

Choose Respect March
March 30 at 12 p.m.

Meet at Thor’s Fitness parking lot
Join in before the march for sign making, 
snacks and speakers. For more info, 
call Samantha Clay at 766-6389

Haines Highway Properties 
26 Mi Aff ordable, sunny 1+ acre off  Chilkat Lake Rd.     
18 Mi South facing 1+ ac lot, fi nancing w/ 20% down    
26 Mi Views on 1.5+ acres @ end Mosquito Lake Rd.    
8 Mi Amazing river & mt views with tons of sun 1+ ac   
34 Mi 2.47 ac, some clearing near Big Boulder Creek      
26 Mi Klehini River frontage 3.41 ac,  Eagle Bluff  Rd.     
27 Mi Wooded 12+ acres off  Mosquito Lake Rd             
18 Mi Wooded, sunny area, roaded access, 8.88 ac       
25 Mi Great view potential & sun on large 19.65 ac      
25 Mi 3  lots, 44.99 +/- ac, partially developed drive    

$29,500
$30,000

$39,000
$47,500

$55,000
$59,000

$66,000
$100,000

$112,000
$150,000

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoff man • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

By Jenna Kunze
Beginning in July, the Haines Borough Police 

Department will initiate a program to put three trained 
volunteer officers into service with staff officers for 
high-volume town events.

Program expenses will be funded by a state 
Department of Public Safety $20,000 grant Haines 
police secured earlier this month, chief Heath Scott 
said. Costs expected are uniforms and equipment. 

Volunteer officers would serve alongside staff at 
highly trafficked events, such as Brew Fest, the 2019 
triathlon and the Fourth of July celebration in Haines, 
said borough manager Debra Schnabel.

Scott said auxiliary officers would also be useful 
when he needs to send a staff officer to training. 

An open-call for trained volunteer officers will 
be advertised once the department determines 

requirements. Scott said that a likely minimum 
requirement will be for officers to have received 
Alaska Police Standard Council training, the division 
that certifies all law enforcement in the state. 

Scott said using a state-trained officer reduces the 
department’s liability if officers understand local laws.

Special police service appointment is allowed under 
Haines Borough Code. It states “Special policemen 
shall have the powers vested in the regular borough 
policemen. Such special policemen shall, however, 
serve on a temporary basis and only when and as 
specifically required by the police chief, and shall 
function only under the direction of the police chief.”

Schnabel said current code would be modified to 
explicitly state that auxiliary services will be volunteer 
positions, and Haines’ legal counsel and insurance 
agent vetted and approved the program. 

Police to form volunteer squad

TRASH from page 1
the complaint was registered with 
Debra.”

By law, active trash sites must 
be covered with temporary cover, 
including dirt or tarps, within 
seven days. “Our issue was the 
intermediate cover, we put tarps, 
those birds chewed through it,” she 
said. “We did everything we could 
think of during the winter to cover 
it but it wasn’t enough, the birds 
will still chew through everything.”

The latest Haines landfill 
inspection, conducted by DEC 
in August 2018, rated CWS 
at 80 percent compliance and 
recommended three areas for 
improvement: submitting updated 
surface water samples, applying 
cover material to the working face 
and updating operation plans.

The landfill failed to submit 
mandated biannual water reports 
from May 2015 until June 2018, 
though DEC didn’t receive results 
until October. 

In the September inspection, 
DEC employee Hannah Sullivan 
said completing the prescribed 
water monitoring is necessary 
to assess whether the landfill 
is impacting the surrounding 
waterways. “Completing the 

required sampling will either 
provide CWS with documentation 
that it is not impacting surface water 
or it will detect an issue in a timely 
manner in the event that something 
does show up in the monitoring 
samples,” she said.

Buteyn said recent surface 
water samples showed a decline in 
levels of mercury and copper, the 
two metals that tested above state 
standards in 2015.

The report shows mercury was 
below detection limits and copper 
was lower than state standards. 
“There’s a lot of reasons why they 
might have declined,” Buteyn said 
“Including the possibility that the 
hits were false positives.” 

The 2018 water quality reports 
looked decent, Buteyn said.  “I 
don’t see anything in there that 
stands out as being horrible. It looks 
pretty good.”

Iron was the only sample that 
tested above state standards, though 
Buteyn said those numbers don’t 
represent a landfill-caused issue.

He said that the high iron testing 
site was on the uphill side of the 
landfill and tested the water flowing 
into the landfill, not leaving the 
landfill property. “That’s the natural 

Sundberg, owner of Southeast 
Alaska Backcountry Adventures 
(SEABA). He called the weather 
“devastating on the range,” and his 
bookings reflect that. For the first 
time since 2014, Sundberg doesn’t 
think SEABA will ski half of its 
allocated ski days. 

Sean Brownell, owner of Alaska 
Heliskiing, said “We’ve just been 
waiting for a reasonable snowfall 
to turn these mountains back to 
good.” He said bookings have 
been suffering, too. “We didn’t see 
the last three seasons coming. We 
expected a normal situation, and so 
we’re kind of caught off guard with 
it,” he said. This year Brownell said 
he had to turn away 33 customers 
due to poor mountain conditions, 
which is a loss of about $350,000. 

Heliski companies are also tied 
to their contracts with helicopter 
operators. They guarantee the heli 
operators a minimum number of 
hours over the season, and so they 
are under financial pressure to take 
people skiing, because they pay 
for the time, whether or not they 
use it. Heliski operators are stuck 
if the weather conditions are bad: 
they have to ensure the safety of 
their customers, and meet their 
customers’ expectations. 

“This is a dream for people to 
come to Alaska. Some people save 
for a couple of years to do this, 
and for me to willingly take their 
money and serve them up a turd 
sandwich?” said Brownell, “That’s 
nothing I wanna be a part of.” 

“We’ve been seeing these big 
wonky weather systems” said 
Jacobs that deflect wetter weather 
away from the region. “It goes 
south or west. It seems like there 
was a drastic change or flip after 
2014 or 2015 where Southeast had 
one of its wettest years, and as soon 
2016 came around it went down; 
it got very low, below normal.”

These trends disturb not only 
seasonal activities like heliskiing, 
insufficient precipitation seriously 
impacts local ecologies and 
societies as well. “If you don’t 
have enough snowpack up in the 
mountain, you don’t have enough 
runoff to help fill your reservoirs,” 
said Jacobs.

Haines heliski operators have 
made efforts to adjust to recent 
declines in snowfall. SEABA 
has shortened its tours from one 
week to 48 hours (what Sundberg 
calls his on-call ‘hit-list’ of 
clients), which will have further 
implications for tourism in Haines, 
he said: customers won’t be staying 
in town before and after their 
trips. Brownell just got back from 
Yakutat, where he had to take a 
group, who had expected to heliski 
in Haines, surfing.

About 30 years from now, 
NOAA projects that Southeast 
will become a warmer and wetter 
environment. For now, though, 
“what we’re seeing is all that 
wetter weather is just not hitting 
Southeast Alaska, and that’s 
indicative of changing climate 
patterns globally,” said Jacobs.

In response to climate changes, 
Brownell thinks that restructuring 
the heliski season might save his 
business: “Since global warming 
has changed this industry, in Haines 
especially, I think we would still 
be able to offer a great product if 
we were able to offer it earlier in 
the winter. We always sit here in 
November and December and wish 
that we could go heliskiing. That 
might be the one way that we could 
still use our allotted skier days and 
still have a business here.”

But until something changes, 
Brownell said, “It would be hard 
to hang on if it does this year after 
year after year.”

condition of the water as it comes 
onto the site,” Buteyn said. “I can’t 
ask the operator to clean natural 
water.”

DEC has set an April deadline 
for CWS to update and submit an 
operations plan. A new plan must 
be updated to reflect the significant 
changes in composting equipment 
CWS has acquired, Buteyn said. 

CWS manager Garton said that 
March 18 was the first run of a 
composting system the landfill 
has been installing for over a year.

Sheldon’s complaint asked 
that the community proactively 
legislate, act and adjust now 
rather than later. “My sense is that 
going forward the company will 
continue to capitalize as much 
material as possible — from 
Haines and Skagway — without 
acknowledging any objective 
measure of prudence, liability or 
life expectancy,” Sheldon said.

The complaint comes after 
a working group met for more 
than a year to address solid 
waste management issues and 
recommended the borough create a 
system that would be paid for by an 
up to 1 percent sales tax increase. In 
August, the assembly voted down 
a ballot measure that would have 
brought the tax increase to voters 
in October.

SKI from page 1
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CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for 
one and two bedroom 

apartments.

55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Closing sale!
Last day of business is May 31st 

766-2779

OPEN 
Monday through 

Saturday
11-5 pm

Sale e� ective
4/1 - 5/31

312Main Street

50% off all yarn, books, 
needles, accessories

Arts Outlook
Compiled by Sarah Chatta 

You are cordially invited to a� end a series of 
non-denominational hour-long meetings: 
The New Testament Teachings About 

Having an Intimate and Personal 
Relationship with Jesus

Every Wednesday evening in April
7 to 8 pm at the Haines Sheldon Museum

No collection will be taken.

River Talk April 18
The River Talk season wraps up 

on Thursday, April 18 with seven 
personal stories on the theme 
“Cheating Death,” or “I shouldn’t 
be alive.” River Talk at the “Chilkat 
Chit Chat Cafe” is located in the 
lobby of the Chilkat Center for 
the Arts and starts at 7 p.m. The 
call for storytellers is still open. If 
interested call 314-0282.

The Demon Squadron 
returns and The Rice 
Brothers debut

This April the Chilkat Center for 
the Arts runs the gamut of musical 
performances. On April 5th the 
Council is teaming up with First 

Friday to present the boisterous 
“Jack Garton and the Demon 
Squadron,” kicking off the Center’s 
annual membership drive. 

The performance will be part-
concert, part-dance. Garton plays 
accordion and trumpet, often 
simultaneously, and the Demon 
Squadron is the self-proclaimed 
“engine behind Jack Garton’s 
songs.” Their genre-defying music 
is a mix of rockabilly, rocksteady, 
country, cajun, roots, and Garton’s 
showmanship. Tom Heywood, 
Co-President of the Haines Arts 
Council, described it as “a cross 
between jazz and circus type.” 

“Garton makes great connections 
with the audience,” said Heywood, 
“He incorporates humor and 
sometimes social statements. But 
he’s very uplifting.”

The concert starts at 8 o’clock, 

and doors open at 7 p.m. in the 
lobby, where pizza, beer, and wine 
will be sold.  

On April 30th, the Arts Council 
presents “The Rice Brothers,” a 
Polish-American sibling-duo from 
Phoenix are almost as enigmatic 
as The Demon Squad; they play a 
blend of classical music, Gospel, 
jazz, Ragtime, and Boogie Woogie.

The Rice Brothers, Johnny 
and Chris, were first inspired 
by a pianist at Disneyland and 
started learning piano at four and 
two-years-old. Since then, they 
have each won gold medals at the 
international Chopin competition, 
performed their debut concert in 
New York City’s Carnegie Hall, 
and travelled across America and 
Europe playing in concert halls, 
churches, homes and classroom 
settings. 

“They’re a lot of fun because 
they are virtuosic performers 
on piano and cello. And they 
swap instruments like that,” said 
Heywood, who first saw The Rice 
Brothers perform at a showcase 
in Tacoma, “They like to inform 
the audience about the music. You 
learn a lot but they also are very 
humorous.”

Tickets for both “The Demon 
Squadron” and “The Rice Brothers” 
are $18, $15 for HAC members.

Photos from Rwanda
When George Figdor visited 

Rwanda last December, he knew 
little more about the country than 
about its bloody genocide: in 
1994, the ethnic majority Hutus 

killed roughly one million Tutsis 
in 100 days. On his own, Figdor 
explored parts of northern Rwanda 
and learned about a people trying 
to overcome their past. 

On April 5, almost exactly 25 
years after Rwanda’s genocide 
began, the Alaska Arts Confluence 
will host the opening reception for 
Figdor’s exhibition, “A Portrait of 
Rwanda: a people healing from 
their past.” The photographs depict 
scenes and people Figdor met along 
his travels, and he will share some 
of his insights. 

In his description of the exhibit, 
Figdor writes, “I hope my photos 
capture something of the healing 
that the people have achieved in 
their quest for peace and harmony.” 

See ARTS page 5
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766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Come Check out our Lunch 
and Dinner Specials!!

Winter Hours:
Open Tuesday - Saturday 11:30am - 2pm & 4 - 8pm

Tuesday - Saturday, 4pm - close
Winter Hours:

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

29
31
4/1
2
4
5

11:30am
11:30am
12:45pm
11:30am
11:00am
11:30am

12:00pm
12:00pm
2:15pm
12:00pm
No SGY
12:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
MALASPINA
LECONTE

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Sponsored by

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

29
31
4/1
2
4
5

3:00pm
3:00pm
6:30pm
3:00pm
No SGY 
3:00pm

4:00pm
4:00pm
8:30pm
4:00pm
1:00pm
4:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
MALASPINA
LECONTE

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

via 
SGY

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS     

7:30 am

11:00 am
1:30 pm

4:00 pm

8:05 am

11:35 am
2:05 pm

4:35 pm

Spring Flight Schedule 
March 30-May 3, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU     

8:20 am

11:45 am
2:15 pm

4:50 pm

8:55 am

12:20 pm
3:25pm

5:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines Womans Club is off ering three $1,000 scholarships 
to residents of the Haines Borough

Mildred Hermann Scholarship: for a graduating senior from Haines 
High, Klukwan School or Haines Homeschool

Pat Jones Memorial Scholarship: for any resident wanting to travel 
outside of the US for study or a qualifi ed volunteer position

HWC Scholarship: for alumni of HHS, Klukwan or Haines Homeschool

All applications are due at the school on April 30th

 Please see Scholarships under the Haines Borough 
Scholarship Listing or call Judy Ewald 766-2455 for more info.

First photographs of 
Tlingits at Sheldon 

An unusual  sepia-toned 
photograph depicts two of the same 
image: a group of Tlingit people, 
made somewhat anonymous by 
their Western attire. The words 
“Fort Tongass” are typed at the 
bottom of the photograph, followed 
by the scrawl “Group of Indians.” 

This is one of 17 ‘stereograms,’ or 
double-images, taken by Eadweard 
Muybridge in 1868, which will be 
displayed this month in the “1868: 
Muybridge in Alaska” exhibit at the 
Sheldon Museum. The photographs 
are considered the first taken of 
the Tlingit people, and some of 
the earliest photographs of Alaska. 

Muybridge is best known as 
a pioneer of motion pictures. 
“But before he made a name 
for himself,” said Regi Johanos, 
community coordinator of the 
Haines Sheldon Art Museum, 
“he was commissioned to come 
up on a steamship and take 
some photographs of Wrangell 
and Sitka.” In 1968, the U.S. 
government sent Muybridge to 

photograph its newly acquired 
territory in Alaska and the Tlingit 
Native Americans. The exhibit 
will display Muybridge’s original 
stereograms and the museum 
will provide modern TwinScope 
viewers that allow people to see 
the images in three dimensions, as 
Muybridge intended. 

The traveling exhibit is curated 
by Marc Shaffer of Inside Out 
Media and supported by the 
Atwood Foundation, the Alaska 
Humanities Forum, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
and by the Alaska State Council 
for the Arts. “1868: Muybridge in 
Alaska” will be on display through 
May 31. 

First-Friday lineup on 
April 5

LA Loft will feature a “Celebrate 
Spring Sampler” cosmetics counter 
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The Jilkaat Kwaan Heritage 
Center will host the game “Guess 
Who Made That!” Pictures of local 
artists’ work will be on display, and 
visitors will try to guess which local 

artist made what. The game will 
take place from 1 to 4 p.m. 

The Magpie Gallery will have 
Easter bread buns and spring-
inspired, flavored breads by Josie’s 
Breads & Bagels.

Moosterious Emporium is 
having a book signing reception 
for “Alaska Fairy Tales: Stories 
from the Great North,” by Jackie 
Mazeikas. 

Ampersand AK is displaying an 
exhibition called “Wearing your Art 
on your Sleeve,” a collection of 
‘weird and lovely’ album art from 
KHNS stacks.

The Pioneer Bar is hosting 
Bengie Stuart’s retirement party 
from 4 to 6 p.m., and an Open Mic 
at 9 p.m.

The Haines Brewery is featuring 
cartoons from Greg Podsiki’s 
archive. Podsiki’s cartoons are 
inspired local goings on. 

The Port Chilkoot Distillery 
will host “Buddha Reflections,” 
an exhibition of sacred images 
gathered by Mandy Ramsey 
throughout her travels. There 
will also be a board outside for 
community members to participate 
in Rangku poetry, a form of haiku. 

ARTS from page 4
matchup they kept control during 
the first half, but Angoon caught 
their stride in the second.

“We were up by 17 at one point,” 
Swinton said. “They came back. 
It was a really good game. I’ve 
never seen that gym as noisy. In 
the third quarter they were cutting 
into our lead.”

Angoon cut the lead to single 
digits and each team shot back-to-
back three pointers as the seconds 
ticked down. “They definitely 
played a good game against. They 
started being really aggressive 
and got some steals, made some 
threes and were close to tying the 
game,” Swinton said. “We got a 
few rebounds at the end and made 
some free throws and were able to 
close it out.”

Angoon had to foul the 
Merchants in an attempt to regain 
possession, but Haines converted 
at the free throw line and won 
88-80. 

Klukwan player and women’s 
team coach Jason Shull said the 
Merchants played an outstanding 
physical tournament. “Our Haines 
B team was one of the scrappiest 
teams I can remember seeing 
ever,” Shull said. “I’ve been 
playing for 20 years. They did all 
the little things, getting run over by 
people when you’re setting picks, 
blocking out. It was awesome to 
watch. They played fantastic and 
took care of business.”

Shull  said the women’s 
championship game against 
Skagway was a tough game all 
the way through. Haines fell 
to Skagway by seven points 
early in the tournament. In the 
championship, Haines kept the 
lead in the first half, but Skagway 
battled back with a late push. 
Haines player Krista Kielsmeier 
said although they had a three-

point lead going into the fourth 
quarter, Skagway outscored them 
11-0 and emerged with the title. 

Rachel Brittenham was a new 
addition to the Women’s team. 
Brittenham played Division 1 
college basketball at Wofford 
College where she set a record 
for assists. That skill showed as 
she dumped the ball to Fran Daly 
who scored on multiple drives, 
Kielsmeier said. 

Klukwan lost their first game 
against Hoonah, but came back 
to beat them for a shot at the 
championship against Hydaburg. 
“It was a very physical, high-paced 
game,” Shull said. “We had gotten 
behind early in the game and spent 
the whole time battling. We cut it 
to six or eight points in the third, 
but we couldn’t quite get over the 
hump.”

The Masters bracket, for players 
older than 42, also had a Haines 
representative this year. They 
emerged from the tournament in 
second place. 

Klukwan’s Michael Ganey was 
named best defensive player in the 
C Bracket. In the same bracket, 
Andrew Friske and Stuart DeWitt 
were named to the all-tournament 
team. In the B Bracket, Merchants’ 
Kyle Fossman was named the 
most valuable player. Swinton 
and his brother Dylan Swinton 
were named to the all-tournament 
team. James Hart was named best 
defensive player. In the Women’s 
bracket, Fran Daly, Samantha Clay 
and Brittenham were named to the 
all-tournament team. 

GOLD MEDAL from page 1

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 
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Mountain Market & Cafe
and Ripinsky Coffee Roasters

Great job at Gold Medal
Haines, Women’s, Masters and 

Klukwan squads!
Congrats Haines for your third win!

from the crew at

Haines Home Center
766-2595  •  Serving the Chilkat Valley since 1968  •  1-mile Haines Highway

Way to go Haines Men, Women, 
Masters & Klukwan teams!

Congratulations Haines Merchants for 
your third Gold Medal championship win!

HOWSERS

Caroline’s Closet

ALASKAN
LIQUOR STORE

want to congratulate the 
Klukwan, Masters and Haines 
Men’s & Women’s basketball 
teams for playing hard at the 

Gold Medal Tournament!

&

Congratulations to the Haines 
Merchants for three consecutive 

Gold Medal Championship wins!
And great job to the Klukwan, Women’s and 

Masters teams.

The Haines Merchants celebrate their third consecutive Championship win at the Lions Club Gold Medal 
Basketball Tournament at Juneau Douglas High School. Koosnei Rainy Kasko photo. 

Alisa Beske is fouled by Skagway players. Beske played for the Haines Women’s C Bracket team. The 
women’s team fell to Skagway in the championship game. Michael Penn photo. 

Pete Dohrn dives for a steel. Dohrn played on Haines’ 42-and-older 
Masters Bracket team, which placed second. Michael Penn photo. 

Rachel Brittenham is helped up after a fall. Brittenham was a 
former Division One college basketball player. Michael Penn photo. 

Congratulations 
Haines Men’s, Women’s & 
Klukwan teams for games 
well played at Gold Medal! 
An extra shout out to the all-
tournament players for a job 
well done. 
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Open 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-4 Sat  • 766-2700

Lutak Lumber

Hardware
The Helpful Hardware Crew!

Serving Haines & Klukwan for 32 years

Congratulates Haines 
for its third Gold 

Medal win, and the
Klukwan, Masters 

and Women’s team 
for their great work!

Outfi tter         Sporting Goods
MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

& HAINES QUICK SHOP Outfitter Liquor                         

Congratulations Haines Men, 
Women, Masters and Klukwan teams 

for your exciting play at the 
Gold Medal Tournament!

`̀ CongratsCongrats to the Haines to the Haines
Merchants for your third 

championship win and to the 
Klukwan, Masters and

 WWWooommmeeennn’ss tteeaammss.. 

Harbor Bar

Congrats to the 2019 B Bracket Gold 
Medal Champion Haines Merchants. 
Great job to all Haines & Klukwan 

teams for representing the Valley well.

420 Main Street

Klukwan’s Michael Ganey drives for a layup. Ganey was named the best defensive player in the tournament’s 
C Bracket. Klukwan placed second. Michael Penn photo. 

Tyler Swinton rebounds in the championship game against Angoon 
on Sunday. Michael Penn. 

Congratulations Haines Merchants 
Gold Medal Champions!

Congrats to the Klukwan, Women’s and 
Masters teams.You’ve made us proud!

from

Congratulations! 
To the Haines 

Merchants 
and all the 
competitors

From your fans 
at the CVN

Congratulations 
Haines Men’s, Women’s & 
Klukwan teams for games 
well played at Gold Medal! 
An extra shout out to the all-
tournament players for a job 
well done. 
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Presenting The 2018-19
Glacier Bears 

Cheer and stunt team!

Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Seaplanes

Aspen Suites Hotel
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bengie’s Business Service

Bigfoot Auto Service
Captain’s Choice, Inc.

Caroline’s Closet/Howsers IGA
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery

Chilkat Valley News
Coldwell / Race Realty

Constantine Metal Resources
Dawson Construction

Delta Western
ED&D/Cable TV/Radioshack

Haines Brewing Company
Haines Home Building

Haines Quick Shop/Mike’s Bikes &
 Boards/Outfi tter Liquor/Outfi tter
 Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate
Harbor Bar/Lighthouse Restaurant
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Cafe/
 Ripinsky Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &
 Alaska Sport Shop
Rusty Compass Coff eehouse
sarah j’s coff ee & eatery
Sockeye Cycle Co.
Some Things Fishy Gifts
Southeast Road Builders Inc. 
Turner Construction

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters, we have 6 boosters left. Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com today!

Back row left to right: Kiersten Long, Kyle Dozier, Macey Martin, Eli Williamson, Tanna Dixon and Emma Gilham. Sitting left to right: Kolbie Cloke and 
Claire Waldo. 

Great Job at State and 
Congrats on a 

fantastic season!
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Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

Winter Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm

Sat, 9am - 4pm

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

Aurora Alten Huber
Sadie Anderson
Lydia Andriesen
Haley Boron
Hannah Boron
Dylan Chapell
Kolbie Cloke
Morgan Cloke
Aubrey Cook
Carson Crager
Carver Culbeck
Mark Davis
Marirose Evenden
Kayleigh Fisher
Taylor Ganey
Dori Getchell

Emma Gillham
Natalie Jobbins
Yzella Miramontes
Willow Oakley
Stella Ordonez
Brennan Palmieri
Joseph Rossman
Elena Saunders
Skyler Smith
Sanona Sundberg
Melanie Thomas
Megan Whitermore
Avery Williamson
Eli Williamson 
Raine Winge
Atlin Zahnow

Third Quarter 2018/2019

Parents, Community, School
Together we build a brighter future for our children!

haines Honor Roll

Sophia Cunningham 

Homeschool

Middle School
Natalie Crager 
Owen McPhetres
Luke Davis 
Griffin Culbeck
Jackson Long
Phoenix Jacobson
Fiona Tormey
Avari Getchell
Alison Benda
Sally Chapell
Grace Long-Godinez
Marvis Price
Nora Prisciandaro
Jacob Weerasinghe
Sophia Sutcliffe- Diaz
MacKenzy Dryden
Seth McClurg
Matilda Rogers
Tydus Woodfin

Job Well 

Done!

Klukwan
Raven Hotch

Haines High School

Sponsored by

Mount Baker, Wash. to recreate 
in the surrounding mountains. 
He performed an assortment 
of odd jobs including electrical 
work, construction, welding and 
commercial fishing.  

Dzenawagis was born in 
Hyannis, Mass. on March 27, 1984 
to nurse Lynda Minarek and builder 
Alan Dzenawagis, who died of 
cancer when Dave was a teenager.  
Dzenawagis grew up on Cape Cod 
in a home filled with pets from 
dogs and cats to birds and turtles. 
He became a “huge” animal lover 
his sister said. He spent free time 
outdoors, at the beaches, and with 
his friends. He was a member of 
the Catholic church, played hockey 
for Barnstable High School, and 
following graduation worked as his 
father had, in the building trades 
on the Cape. 

He was, his sister Amanda 
Dzenawagis said, a popular guy 
in school and “the adventurer” in 
the family. When he was about 
25, “Dave got on a bus with $300 
and headed to the mountains,” 
working at a ski resort in Vermont, 
then onto ski areas in Oregon and 
Washington, and finally landed 
in Haines.

This past year, he fished for 
squid in California and salmon in 
Bristol Bay. He recently earned a 
certificate in welding and was a 
part-time student at UAS. “Dave 
could live out of a backpack,” 
Amanda said. In his four years here, 
Haines had become his home she 
said, and was all he talked about on 
recent family visits, “It was Alaska 
this, Alaska that,” she said.

“David really, really had a strong 
love of the outdoors,” his mother 
Lynda Minarek said, and Haines 
offered all he had dreamed of.

She said he was a “warm and 
gentle” son who called often. “We 
talked on the phone three to four 
times a week.”

Aunt Cindy Kelley lived 
next door to the family when 
Dzenawagis was growing up and 
said with no children of her own, 
she was extra close to her nephew. 
“He was such a good person,” she 
said, polite, pleasant, and kind to 
his elders. 

On his last Thanksgiving visit 
to Cape Cod he spent a week 
with is 99 year-old grandmother 
Edna Dzenawagis and cooked 
the turkey dinner. He regularly 
mailed his grandmother letters and 
mementoes from Haines. Mickey, 
his large black dog that a friend 
has adopted, was named for his 
grandfather. 

In addition to his mother, sister, 
grandmother, aunt, grandmother 
and dog, Dzenawagis leaves uncles 
Michael Welsch, Steve Fedele, 
and John Dzenawagis, and several 
cousins.  

His family will host a wake 
on Cape Cod on March 31 at the 
John Lawrence Funeral Home in 
Marstons Mills, followed by a 
funeral mass April 1 at 10 am at 
Our Lady of Victory in Centerville. 
Dzenawagis, 34, died March 13 in 

Memorial donations are being 
accepted by the MSPCA, 1577 
Falmouth Rd., Hyannis, MA 02601 
or by visiting www.mspca.org.

Cards may be sent to Lynda 
Minarek at 1 Carlton Dr., Apt. 220, 
Mashpee, MA 02649

Spirited ‘Boston Dave’ made 
Haines, mountains his home
By Heather Lende and Kyle 
Clayton

Friends of snowboarder David 
Alan Dzenawagis, known locally 
as “Boston Dave,” gathered to 
celebrate his life in Haines on 
Friday night at Fairweather Ski 
Works. Dzenawagis died March 
13 from injuries suffered in an 
avalanche while snowboarding on 
Mount Ripinsky. 

Friends and acquaintances 
remember Dzenawagis as an 
optimistic, positive man who 
always kept a smile on his 
face. Garrett Montgomery met 
Dzenawagis in the spring of 2017 
at the disc-golf course behind the 
fairgrounds. A quick friendship 
formed and Dzenawagis took 
Montgomery into the mountains 
to learn how to backcountry 
snowboard. 

“That was my first time ever to 
go backcountry snowboarding,” 
Montgomery said. “We ended up 
going to ride a whole bunch. He 
was a super upbeat, positive guy.”

Montgomery recalled one 
backcountry tip with Dzenawagis 
when the snow conditions and 
weather were poor. “The snow was 
crusty. It kept getting worse and 
worse and he kept being positive,” 
Montgomery said. “The whole 
time he kept saying, ‘This is going 
to be great!’”

Residents would often see 
Dzenawagis walking his big dog, 
Mickey, about town. He often 
played hockey this winter. During 
one pickup game, he collided with 
another player and chipped his 
tooth. Without missing a beat, he 
kept skating and smiling, showing 
off his new “hockey tooth.” 

Originally from Cape Cod, 
Dzenawagis moved to Haines from 

opposes Tier 3. 
“I don’t know how it’s gone 

from five out of six saying we want 
Tier 3 waters to the mayor saying 
we want further stipulations,” 
assembly member Sean Maidy 
told the CVN this week. 

Assembly members Heather 
Lende and Josephson also testified 
at the teleconference, identifying 
as citizens and not in their 
government roles.

“I was surprised that the borough 
had a position when we hadn’t 
discussed it and I was very 
careful to say that I was speaking 
for myself,” Lende said. “At the 
same time, I don’t necessarily 
disagree with what the mayor said, 
we just didn’t discuss it.” Lende 
introduced herself as a borough 
assembly member, acting as a 
citizen, and testified against the 
new designation process “because 
it seems to me it will make it harder 
to protect the place we love,” she 
said.

Josephson did not mention 
her role as assembly member in 
her introduction, and supported 
SB51. “The Tier 3 designations 
place significant restrictions on 
communities in the watershed 
area and there’s no mechanism 
to undo such a designation,” she 
said. Josephson told the CVN she 
thought Hill’s comments were 
neutral. 

Hill said she was elected by the 
community, not by the assembly, 
and she believes she has the 
authority to speak on behalf of the 
community.

“Right now, our assembly has 
decided that they don’t want a 
lobbyist and they have put that 
in the laps of the mayor and the 
manager,” Hill said this week. “I 
represent the community.”

But is the community that mayor 
Hill represents different than the 
one the assembly represents?

“That’s what it appears to be,” 
Hill said. “My job is to represent 
everybody, but it’s also the job 
of the assembly to represent 
everybody. So if five of our six 
assembly members are supporting 
something that maybe the majority 
of our community doesn’t support, 
then let’s talk about who isn’t doing 
their job.”

In September, the Haines 
Borough Assembly adopted a 
controversial resolution 4-2 in 
support of Ballot Measure 1, 
known as Stand for Salmon, an 

initiative that proponents said 
would protect Alaskan salmon by 
limiting large-scale development 
projects that threaten habitat. 

In the October election, Ballot 
Measure 1 failed 401-286 among 
town voters. A similar schism 
occurred in 2014 when a former 
borough assembly opposed the 
legalization of marijuana in 
resolution form, while the majority 
of Haines voters supported its 
legalization in the polls.

Tier 3 designated waters, also 
known as Outstanding National 
Resource Waters, add a level of 
protection that would prohibit 
“new or increased discharges that 
would lower or degrade the existing 
water quality unless they were 
temporary or limited,” according 
to the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

Federal water quality standards 
regulations require states to 
have anti-degradation standards. 
However, Alaska has not yet 
designated guidelines for that 
process.

Four Tier 3 waters have been 
nominated since 2010, including 
the Chilkat River.

The Chilkat River is currently 
designated Tier 2—a high quality 
waterway where natural water 
quality is better than the threshold 
necessary for designated uses. 
Water quality can be degraded for 
necessary and important social or 
economic development, according 
to state guidelines.

Assembly member and former 
mayor, Stephanie Scott, said that 
sometimes there is an overstep 
as mayor.

“Having been a mayor myself, 
I understand her sense of 
responsibility,” Scott said. “She 
talked to a lot of people in town so 
I think that she probably feels that 
she’s accurately representing the 
community, but the process would 
really require assembly approval.”

“Jan has every right to speak 
her personal opinion on the 
manner,” assembly member Will 
Prisciandaro said. “I think if Jan’s 
going to take any stance on the 
borough at all it should be what 
the assembly directs her.”

TIER 3 from page 1

Subscribe to the 
CVN!

Support independent 
journalism in Haines.
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Tuesday, March 19
Haines Police responded to a First Avenue business to keep 

the peace.
A Haines area caller reported receiving a fraudulent telephone 

call from someone claiming to be from Social Security.
A Willard Street caller reported a vehicle needing repairs.
A Front Street business reported a theft of service, Investigation 

continues.
Wednesday, March 20

A citizen reported an aggressive patron.
A water/sewer alarm was activated at 1 Mile Haines Highway.
A caller reported a vehicle parked in violation of posted parking 

signs on Main Street.
Thursday, March 21
A burglary alarm was activated on Chilkat Lake Road.
A First Avenue caller reported a stolen vehicle which was 

located and simply misplaced.
A confidential report was received from the Office of Children’s 

Services.
Haines Police investigated a possible violation of conditions 

of release.
Friday, March 22

A First Avenue caller reported a stolen television that was 
later located.

A burglary alarm was activated on Chilkat Lake Road.
A First Avenue caller reported someone screaming and yelling.
Haines Police assisted in serving a trespass notice.
A caller reported a suspicious person at Small Tracts Road 

and Mud Bay Road.
A 39-year-old female was arrested for driving while intoxicated 

and was transported to the Haines Jail.
Saturday, March 23

A caller reported a lost wallet which was later located.
A Haines area caller reported a lost wallet.
A driver was cited for driving with a revoked license.

Sunday, March 24
A caller expressed concern for a Haines resident’s housing 

situation.
A burglary alarm was activated on Chilkat Lake Road.
A caller reported a suspicious motorist in the Chilkoot corridor.
A Fourth Avenue caller reported bags of garbage on the side 

of the road.
A caller reported an assault in another community and was 

referred to Alaska State Troopers.
A caller reported an assault in another state and was referred 

to report locally.
Monday, March 25

A Small Tracts Road caller reported an abandoned vehicle on 
private property. Vehicle owner was contacted.

A Comstock Road caller reported suspicious activity.
A trespass notice was served.
A caller reported noxious fumes coming from a burn pile on 

Mud Bay Road.
A Porcupine Road caller reported someone shooting pellets 

at domestic animals.

Police Report

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee

Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Install culvert pipe for roadway storm water crossings. Perform any combination of 
the following tasks:  Construct and align pipes in sections, cut pipes, dig and grade 
trenches with trenching tools, pull out defective pipe, seal joints, compact earth 
material, and backfi ll pipe. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to 
inclement weather. Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move 
items up to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and 
equipment.  

Application deadline is 5:00 pm Friday, April 12th, 2019. 
Work is anticipated to begin approximately April 15th, 2019.

Minimum qualifi cations for employment: 
High School Diploma or GED equivalent; 18 years of age or older and valid driver’s 
license. Must be able to provide personal transportation to and from work. Must be 
able to read and understand warning signs, operating instructions of equipment, 
job site safety rules and policies.

Southeast Roadbuilders is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) and
 a drug free workplace. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Applications can be provided via e-mail or at our offi  ce 
located at 4.8 mile Haines Highway.

For additional information contact: 
Cheryl at (907) 766-2833
cstickler@colaska.com

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather
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EVENTS ASSISTANT, SE AK 
State Fair, approximately 20 
hours weekly April - October. 
Seasonal, permanent position; 
pay DOE. Duties include event 
planning, setup, breakdown. 
Please view the job description 
and application requirements 
at seakfair.org, or call Jessica, 
766-2476. Application deadline: 
March 31, 2019. (09- 12b)

LABORERS WANTED: Laborers 
Local 942 is looking for 
Flaggers, General Laborers 
& Pipelayers for the upcoming 
Haines Hwy Project. Pay 
$30.55 per hour, plus benefits. 
Drug & Fit Test Required. 
Please call Linda Murphy @ 
907-586-2860. (09-12b)

SOCKEYE CYCLE is hir ing 
bicycle guides for the 2019 
season, applicants must be 21 
years or older. Clean driving 
record is required. Call 766-
2869 for more info or go to 
the employment page on our 
website www.cyclealaska.com. 
(cb)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

LOOKING for anyone interested 
in studying Hebrew roots in 
Christianity. Call 766-3623, ask 
for Earleen. (06-13p)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
(HAL) has space available. 
Applications available at 230 
Dalton, suite 135, Haines, 
Alaska. (907)-766-3616 ext #3 
or #4.  Email applications may 
be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture 
Point. Public water to lot, 
approved DEC septic design.  
$250,000 terms possible.  907-
723-1599. (cb)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

2  BEDROOM RENTAL  on 
Mosquito Lake Rd. Available 
4/1, $850/mo + electric & heat. 
Must have references. Call Jan 
at 767-5662 (cb)

 HAINES FAMILY FISHING 
looking for staff. Small family 
oriented company focusing on 
private customized adventures 
by sea and by shore is seeking 
full-time/part-time deckhands 
and van dr ivers for 2019 
season. Must be fr iendly, 
responsible with posit ive 
attitude and be able to pass 
pre-employment drug test. 
Over 25 with prior experience 
in boating and tourism is a 
plus. $15/hr plus tips. Call 
Heather at 907-612-0476/email 
hainesfamilyfishingcharters@
gmail.com 

HAINES BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING - PUBLIC HEARINGS
April 11, 2019

6:30PM Assembly Chambers (213 
Haines Hwy)
•	 Scott	 Sundberg	 &	 Nicholas	
Trimble - Heliport Conditional Use 
Permit #19-14 – Action Item – (3-
CLR-35-0010) 
•	 Land	 Use	 Permit 	 19-11:	
Portage Cove Harbor Expansion 
Phase II – Waterfront zone – 
•	 Portage	Cove	Trail	35%	Design	
Review 
•	 Appeal	 of	 the	 Manager’s	
D e c i s i o n  R e g a r d i n g 
nonconforming duplex – (C-PTC-
03-01B0) 
(12b)

(Un)Classified Ads

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Haines Presbyterian Church 
is seeking an aide to work 
in our children’s nursery. 
Experience with babies and 
toddlers is preferred. 9:55  
to 11:20 a.m. every Sunday, 
$25/week. Background check 
required. Apply at Haines 
Presbyterian Church offi ce 
M-Th, call 766-2377 or send 
an email to hainespc@gmail.
com for an application.

DRIVER / DOCK ATTENDANT: Driving, hazmat, 
customer service and barge operations.  Training for 
Professional Advancement.  What you need – Class 
B CDL with x endorsement. Full time position with 
benefi ts.  $25.00 per hour DOE. For more infor and 
to apply, visit our website at http://deltawestern.
appone.com/or stop by our offi ce. 

EEO/AAP Employer/Drug Free Workplace.

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

Hrs: 9 am - 5:30 pm,  Mon - Sat

SOCKEYE CYCLE

 766-2869 
24 portage st

Get your bike tuned up to ride!
E-bike conversion kits in stock!

The World’s
Leading 
Brands

SPRING IS HERE!

Your hometown bicycle shop for 31 years!

2019 Spring Class Line-up

Need a spring in 
your step to beat 
the winter blues?
 Join Thor’s Gym 

today!

-Strength & Conditioning
      - Spin Classes
 - Vinyasa Yoga

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 
1 free visit to check us out!  Call 766-3555 for more info.

“Like” us on Facebook
to see classes/schedules 
and other updates! 

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Free fire starter 
at the CVN office!

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 
and Toyo Stove Repair • Auto 

Repair, Tire Swap, M&B •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours
OPEN Tues - Fri • 9 am - 3 pm
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

Monday & Friday
12 - 1 pm

Chilkat Center Lobby

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

SPRING hours
9Am-5:30Pm, Mon-SAT

766-2869

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Just In!
 MSR Snowshoes, Tents, Stoves, 
Water Filters, Cook Sets, Fuel, 

Dromedary Bags and much more.
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Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

By Jenna Kunze
The state fund grant proposal that would 

have allocated more than $500,000 for a 
public safety building upgrade was rejected 
this month for the second year in a row, two 
points shy of approval.

The Haines Borough plans to appeal the 
denial based on inconsistent review of a 
nearly identical past budget proposal. 

“I feel an obligation to appeal when the 
basis of the scoring is factually wrong,” said 
Krista Kielsmeier, executive assistant to 
the borough manager, who wrote the grant. 

In October, the Haines Borough Assembly 
unanimously selected the public safety 
building proposal for the Community 
Development Block Grant fund. The 
CDBG is administered by the Division of 
Community and Regional Affairs to address 
issues related to health and safety.  

Proposals from 18 Alaskan communities 
were evaluated by three judges based on 
five categories: project description, project 
plan readiness, project impact, budget and 

administration.
Haines scored an 80, just two points 

away from falling within the top eight 
communities to receive funding. 

Public safety building upgrades would 
have added ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) accessible stairs and a 
ramp at the police and assembly entrances, 
along with revised men’s and women’s 
restrooms.  The assembly planned to match 
the fund for a total cost of about $850,000.

According to the CDBG 2018 score sheet, 
Haines lost the most points for ‘project 
impacts,’ reviewed consistently at 15 out 
of 25 possible points. Judges gave written 
feedback; “project is for limited clientele, 
did not identify how many elderly or 
disabled persons specifically benefitting.”

In the grant, Kielsmeier wrote “The 
Borough is eligible for CDBG funding 
as a limited clientele applicant, and there 
is tremendous need to serve our growing 
elderly population. Although Haines’ 
population has declined by about 200 people 

since 2008, its 60 and older population 
has increased by 51 percent. Haines has a 
median age of 49.3 years old, well above 
the statewide average of 34.9. In fact, as 
of 2018, Haines is the oldest community 
in Alaska.”

An attached information sheet that 
showed Haines’ ADA population is above 
state average, Kielsmeier said. “I assume 
they wanted us to literally track people, 
which I think would be problematic (and) 
controversial at public meetings.”

Kielsmeier said that she understands 
subjective evaluations from new evaluators 
each year, but disagrees with “objectively 
false feedback.” 

“This year’s evaluation shifted into 
factually untrue statements, which I found 
frustrating,” she said, “Especially given we 
were two points short.”

Other feedback included comments that the 
budget did not explain administrative costs.  
“They are mentioned in the chart,” 
Kielsmeier said. “The program allows 5 

percent administration costs.”
Judges also wrote that there was no cash 

match towards the ADA improvements, 
which Kielsmeier said is inaccurate. The 
proposal lists $39,810 for cash match on 
ADA improvement designs.

Public facilities director Brad Ryan said 
that the CDBG denial means more borough 
funding will likely be allocated to the 
building. “The fate of it is, we’ll have to start 
putting in a lot more borough funds toward 
it,” Ryan said. “It puts the ADA upgrades 
on the back burner until we can make sure 
the current function is there.”

The public safety building encompasses 
the fire department, police department, 
office spaces and assembly chambers. Major 
issues with the structure include excess 
moisture in the building, failing doors and 
windows, decay and rotting siding, Ryan 
said.

Kielsmeier said she will submit the appeal 
this week and expects to hear back within 
30 days. 

Borough denied grant for ADA upgrades, plans to appeal

H i r i n g  F r e e z e 
The Haines Sheldon Museum’s 
two advertised jobs positions will 
not be filled until the 2020 budget 
is finalized, an outcome of a hiring 
freeze enacted by the Haines 
Borough Assembly on Tuesday. 

“I’m here to tell you tonight 
that the board of directors at 
the Haines Sheldon Museum 
has implemented a hiring freeze 
for all positions no matter what 
their funding source would be 
until further notice,” vice board 
president of the museum, Sue 
Chasen, told the assembly before 
the vote. 

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson proposed the freeze last 
week in response to Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy’s proposed budget that 
would cut $1.7 million in state 
funding to the borough.

“ T h e  h i r i n g  f r e e z e 
wil l  help prevent  worker 
displacement of current staff if 
departments are reorganized, 
consolidated or downsized 
during the FY20 budget process,” 
Josephson said.

The open museum positions, 
education coordinator and 
collections coordinator, are each 
20 hours a week and offer benefits. 
Museum director Helen Alten said 
that the education position is half-
funded in the budget at 585 hours 
a week and the rest of the salary is 
paid for through fees generated by 
summer and after-school museum-
run camps. Admission fees and 
grant funding paid for 100 percent 
of the collections coordinator 
position, she said.

Alten said that determining 
whether or not the freeze will 
short-staff the museum remains 
to be seen.

“I guess it depends how long 
it lasts,” she said. The current 
education coordinator will work 
until the end of April; no applicants 
have yet applied to fill the position, 
Alten said. The former collections 
coordinator that served on a three-
month contract until February will 
return to Haines mid-April, when 
the museum had hoped to hire him 

back, Alten said.  

A  m e m o r a n d u m  o f 
understanding between the 
Haines Borough and Alaska Arts 
Confluence (AAC) was authorized 
by the assembly Tuesday, detailing 
how decision making will flow in 
the development of the Portage 
Cove Trail.

“The Haines Borough is the 
project owner. proHNS LLC is 
under contract to the Borough 
for engineered design of the 
Portage Cove Trail.  Alaska Arts 
Confluence is a collaborator 
in community engagement, 
wayfinding and connectivity 
with the borough. James Corner 
Field Operations is a consultant 
to Haines Borough and Alaska 
Arts Confluence,” the MOU states.

Alaska Arts Confluence director 
Carol Tuynman has worked to 
involve internationally recognized 
New York-based design firm, 
James Corner Field Operations, 
since 2016.

Field Operations’ role in the 
project is four-part: to establish 
a vision and communicate design 
ideas, consult with proHNS on 
layout and topography for the 
trail and incorporation of art 
instillations, expand on former 
plans for interconnectivity with 
downtown Haines and other 
trails, and conduct workshops to 
provide guidance to artists for art 
installations, according to the draft 
scope of work.

Alaska Arts Confluence will pay 
the firm with a $86,106 grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts, secured in June 2017.

“The borough seeks the 
consultation of James Corner 
Field Operations as contracted by 
Alaska Arts Confluence, however, 
the borough is not bound by this 
MOU to integrate, adopt or realize 
the deliverables described in the 
project scope,” the MOU reads.

Public facilities director Brad 
Ryan said he expects the firm to 
come to Haines in April, when 
proHNS is surveying for the 
physical trail.

The MOU will expire July 31, 
2019. 

Assembly Briefs
Assembly enacts 
hiring freeze

Assembly approves 
Portage Trail MOU

The Haines Borough Assembly 
adopted a resolution on Tuesday 
urging the Alaska Legislature to 
pass a more balanced budget that 
would promote economic stability 
for the communities and citizens 
of Alaska. The resolution is in 
response to the Gov. Dunleavy’s 
proposed budget, which would 
cut more than $1.6 billion in 
state spending in one year. The 
governor’s budget cuts $335 
million of education spending, 
significantly reduces Medicaid 
spending, and proposes deep cuts 
to the state ferry system, including 
partial privatization.

A motion to table the resolution 
nearly succeeded, when assembly 
members split on a decision to 
delay the resolution for the next 
meeting. Assembly member 
Heather Lende, who was absent 
at Tuesday’s meeting but co-
authored the resolution with 
mayor Jan Hill, had requested a 
two-week-delay on the vote.

Hill swayed the assembly by 
expressing the urgency of the 
matter. “I have received some 
comments in the last few days from 
members from the public who have 
been following other communities 
that have sent in letters, and the 
conversation started, ‘What is 
the Haines Borough going to do 
about this?”

Borough obejects to 
Dunleavy budget 


