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Assembly members 
to consider revoking 
Alaska X tour permit
Company involved in two lawsuits

Candidates attend first forums The language of love

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Borough Assembly’s 

commerce committee will discuss 
next week the borough’s option 
to suspend or revoke Alaska 
Excursions’ Glacier Point tour 
permit after details in an Alaska 
State Trooper report about the 
drowning of tour guest Steve 
Willis mirrored concerns brought 
to the assembly by the company’s 
former guides in February. 

Willis’ widow, Sheri Willis, told 
the CVN this week she is suing 
Alaska Excursions. Willis said she 
wants to consult with her attorney 
before providing more details to 
the media. Sheri Willis was one of 
ten guests, including her husband, 
who were spilled into rapids after 

their canoe’s motor malfunctioned 
on a tour in July.  

Lisa Young, who booked a zip 
line tour with Alaska Excursions 
in August 2017, is also suing the 
company for negligence after a 
guide allegedly failed to operate 
the zip line’s brake system, 
“sending [Young] careening into a 
nearby tree at a high rate of speed,” 
according to the court complaint. 

Young’s attorney, Mark Rayburn, 
said she suffered from cracked 
vertebrae in her back, for which 
she is still receiving treatment that 
has resulted in $16,000 in medical 
bills. The complaint alleges 
Alaska Excursions was negligent 

Drivers deflated over flat tires on highway

Police arrest woman for 
possession of meth, heroin 
By Kyle Clayton 

Police arrested a 61-year-old Haines woman last week for attempting 
to possess heroin and the possession of methamphetamine—both 
misdemeanor charges.  

The Alaska State Troopers executed a search warrant Sep. 5 on a 
package, addressed to the woman, at the Harris Air terminal at the 
Juneau International Airport. Troopers seized one gram of heroin 
from the package and notified Haines law enforcement of its delivery, 
according to the probable cause statement. 

Local trooper Trent Chwialkowski later observed the woman pick 
up the package from the Haines airport. Haines police pulled her over 
after she left the airport and questioned her about the package. 

Haines police chief Heath Scott said the package included donuts, 
where the heroin was hidden and removed by troopers. The package 
also included two medical sharps containers used for needle disposal. 

“[The woman] stated that she knew that there was heroin in the 
package and it was for personal use,” the probable cause statement says. 
Police charged her with misconduct involving a controlled substance 
in the fourth degree. 

Police later obtained a warrant to search her vehicle where officers 
found “several clear colored substances” folded into a small piece of 
paper under the rear passenger seat. 

The substances, which weighed .35 grams, tested positive for 
methamphetamine. Police charged the woman with misconduct 
involving a controlled substance in the fourth degree. 

The woman was released and will be arraigned on Sep. 26 at the 
Haines Courthouse. 

See REVOKE page 7

By Jenna Kunze
“I have sort of a back story 

with roses,” local author and 
summer resident Tom Lang said 
at his workshop Monday at the 
library, where he guided writers 
on the art of crafting love letters.  

Eight years ago on Valentine’s 
Day in his home in Bali, Lang 
went to the store and bought a 
rose for each of his 14 Balinese 
neighbors, setting in motion 
a reputation, a theme and, 
ultimately, the illustrations to 
accompany his book, “How to 
Write a Love Letter.”

“Bapak mowar,” or Mr. Rose, 
as the locals call him, continued 
the tradition for the next three 

years, delivering one rose per day 
to a person he felt struck by— 
all genders and ages included. 
Locals knew that if his pockets 
were empty, he’d already given 
out his rose. “Now, everyone 
looks at my pockets,” Lang said.

This ritual aligns with Lang’s 
own ideas about love letters as 
random acts of appreciation. A 
good love letter, according to 
Lang, can be sent to anyone, at 
any time. 

“Intentionally, the book has 
a mixture of red, pink, yellow, 
white, orange, and purple roses 
to reinforce that love letters are 
written for many reasons and that 

See LOVE page 5

By Jenna Kunze
Residents, tourists, businesses 

and auto repair shops have seen 
a spike in the number of flat 
tires in the past five months, 
due to Southeast Construction’s 
(SECON) roadway widening of 
the Haines Highway between 
milepost 3.9 and 12.2. The project 
began last April, and is set to 
be complete in a series of three 
phases, reaching as far at milepost 
24 by 2024.

Rainbow Glacier Adventures 
owner Joe Ordóñez said his busses 
drive the construction site daily.

“A certain number of flats 
you can expect just [by] living 
in Haines, but this year it’s been 
extraordinary,” Ordóñez said. 
“Just last week I had four flats,” he 
said. “I’m at 15 flat tires this year. 
Signaling 90 flat tires [by 2024], 
that’s a big expense.”

Peters Tire and Auto Repair 
owner Paul Peters said he has 
patched and repaired more flats 
than usual since the roadwork 
started. 

“I can tell where that rock 
comes from. That rock comes 
from that construction out there,” 
Peters said. Tires deflate quickly 
once a driver travels through the 
construction site, he said, and often 
large rocks can be found wedged 
into the tires.

Auto shops around town are 
collecting the sharp and jagged 
rocks, also known as shot rock, 
that have been blasted from the 
highway’s cliff sides. 

Bryce Iverson, project engineer 
for SECON, said the largest 
chunks of blasted rock will be 
used as rip rap in the river where 
they widen the road. 

Kelleen Adams, owner of Lynn 

View Lodge, which provides 
vehicle rentals, said compared to 
about one flat per summer in past 
years, they’ve seen about 20 flats 
this summer. “I would say half 
of our tires that have been flat 
[happen] when they stop 33 Mile 
Roadhouse, and they come out and 
it’s flat,” she said.

Iverson said it’s common for 
vehicles to get flat tires on gravel 
surfaces. He said that each SECON 
truck is equipped with pumps 
and plug kits, and helps patch the 
traveling public’s tires when they 
get a flat on site.

“I appreciate that they’re willing 
to patch people’s tires,” Klukwan 
resident Justina Hotch said, and 
added that flat tires are common 
for people who live in Klukwan 
and regularly drive through the 

See FLAT page 6

By Kyle Clayton 
About 20 residents turned out to hear assembly 

candidates answer ten questions at the Haines 
Chamber of Commerce Candidate Forum Tuesday 
afternoon in the Aspen Hotel lobby. 

Chamber of commerce director Tracey Harmon 
hosted the event and asked 10 questions of incumbent 
Sean Maidy, Barbara Mulford and Paul Rogers. Will 
Prisciandaro was commercial fishing and unable to 
attend the forum. 

The questions were related economic development 
and business in Haines. Harmon asked candidates to 
name one decision the assembly has recently made 
that benefited the business climate, and one decision 
that harmed the business climate. 

As a decision that has benefited business, Maidy 
brought up an initiative he proposed that would 
exempt sales tax from residential long-term rent. 
“It’s a horribly regressive tax and I feel in the long-
run it will bring more money into the community 
just by giving people who are renting, which is a 
large portion of the community, a little bit of extra 
money,” Maidy said. 

Maidy said the assembly hasn’t made any decisions 
that were “outwardly negative toward business,” 

but that it sometimes takes adversarial tones when 
talking to businesses. 

Rogers said he supports the marijuana industry in 
Haines, although he said the assembly didn’t “really 
have a choice in that.”

He said the recent debate on a municipally 
funded solid waste ordinance that provided a taxing 
mechanism, but not a plan to solve the problem, was 
an issue the assembly didn’t handle very well. 

Mulford praised the assembly’s June 2015 decision 
to waive a percentage of dock fees from the Port 
Chilkoot dock. 

The decision to implement a tobacco excise tax is 
a decision Mulford said hurt a sector of the business 
industry. “I think there was a lot of pushback from 
retailers on that and how it would affect their business, 
and a portion of the community, and they went forward 
with it anyways,” Mulford said. 

Harmon questioned the candidates’ stances on Tier 
3 designation for the Chilkat River.

Rogers answered the question most directly. “I think 
regulation needs to be at the local level as much as 
possible and I’m reluctant to support Tier 3 because 

See FORUM page 4

From left to right: Leah Wagner, Betsy Van Burgh, Robin Grace and Kelly Hastings at Ampersand 
Gallery during a First Friday event last week. Kyle Clayton photo.
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I would like to clarify some misinformation about the Alaska Chilkoot 
Bear Foundation found in Mr. Lari’s recent letter to the editor. 

 He applauds Mr. Motes “… for exposing the action of the Alaska 
Chilkoot Bear Foundation and its employees.” ACBF has no employees. 
It is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization in existence since 2006. 
Another quote “…the bear foundation have one interest: money.” He 
refers to our clients. ACBF has no clients. Our mission is to ensure 
bears and people continue to thrive in the Chilkoot for generations to 
come. 

We have worked for more than a decade spending donations freely 
given to the organization from people of the community, nation, and 
world to support our mission. That includes funding interpretive 
signs, buying bear proof trash/recycle containers for the community, 
purchasing loaner electric fences donated to ADF&G for public use 
(I believe Mr. Lari used one), granting more than $8000 for studies 
of bears in the Chilkoot, working closely with Alaska State Parks on 
solutions to problems in the  corridor, sharing information with the 
public on how to live responsibly in bear country, training local guides 
on good practices when bringing people to the Chilkoot, donating to 
the cost of electrifying the dump, and more. 

All of that, a 100 percent volunteer effort, with not a penny going 
to board or volunteers. Please be sure of your information before you 
disparage a local nonprofit all-volunteer organization like the Alaska 
Chilkoot Bear Foundation.

Tim McDonough
ACBF Treasurer

We would like to thank so very much the 80 plus volunteers, 
including two groups from Echo Ranch Bible Camp and the summer 
SAIL workers, who helped with the restoration of the Historic Charles 
Anway cabin over this past summer.  Donating hundreds and hundreds 
of hours in time and use of tools and equipment, they painted, restored 
Charlie’s barn-like woodshed, worked with artifacts, did yard and 
garden work, hauled debris, moved rock and gravel, repaired ice and 
water damage, made posters and did all sorts of little and large jobs 
inside and out that took the project, with leaps and bounds closer to 
completion.  Thank you all.

Sue Chasen, CVHS President 
Cynthia Jones, Anway committee chair

 About six years ago two mineral discoveries brought great hope 
to two depressed economies in Alaska. One was the Pebble discovery 
100 miles inland from Bristol Bay, the other was the Constantine 
discovery 30 miles west of Haines. Both in remote areas. Bristol Bay 
was dependent on a short, highly competitive fishing season from 
outside limited entry holders. Good paying year-round jobs from a 
Pebble Mine could solve their problem. Similar to what the Red Dog 
Mine did for Kotzebue. Haines was also dependent on a short fishing 
and tourist season after the collapse of the Southeast timber industry 
fostered by the environmental movement. Likewise, good paying year-
round mine jobs could solve our problem. Then a mine accident in 
B.C. from a muddy water settling pond breach sent a flood of muddied 
water down a small creek and into a large, deep, sockeye spawning 
lake just after the spawn. Immediately the environmentalists declared 
it a fishing disaster and wanted the mine closed. Their government 
disagreed. Within a year the creek and settling pond were repaired, 
and the 350 miners spared. More good news, the affected sockeye of 
the 2014 spawn just completed their four-year cycle at near record 
levels. But, another disaster for environmental predictions.

Dave Werner

 Thank you to Pastor McCoy and family, the SEARCH doctors, the 
ambulance crew, the police, the Bartlett Hospital doctors, the Bartlett 
House, the American Legion and all those who have given cards,  
money, and have otherwise reached out to the Richard Gene Clark 
family. We appreciate each act of generosity and support during the 
time of the loss of our loved one.

Betty Clark and family 

Duly Noted

Thursday, September 13
Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 

assembly chambers.
Friday, September 14

Evelyn Hotch ANS memorial and funeral 
service, 2 p.m. at the KlukwasnANS Hall.
Saturday, September 15

Silver Salmon Fishing Derby, Tickets 
available at Alaska Sport Shop and Outfitter 
Sporting Goods for $25. Cash prizes, derby 
continues through October 29.

Fall for Art—Artist Studio Tour, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Registration required, $25. Tickets 
available at the Art on Main Street office and the 
book store.

Richard Gilewitz concert, 7 p.m. in the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Richard will also teach a 
ukulele workshop at noon and a guitar workshop 
at 1 p.m. Call Tom Heywood at 766-3056 to sign 
up or for more information.
Tuesday, September 18

Commerce Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.

Assembly Candidate Forum, 6 p.m. in 
the Chilkat Center lobby. Moderated by CVN 
and KHNS.Send questions for candidates to 
chilkatnews@gmail.com.
Wednesday, September 19

Small Business Development Center 
workshop, 6-8 p.m. at the library. Workshop 
continues 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20.
Monday, September 24

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
presentation, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Haines 
Borough Public Library. ADF&G biologist 
Anthony Crupi will present on brown bear 
research project in the Chilkat Valley. 
Tuesday, September 25

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 11 a.m. 
in assembly chambers.

Personnel Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.

Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
Wednesday, September 28

Library Board meeting, 4 p.m. at the public 
library.
Thursday, September 27

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.

Public Safety Commission meeting, 5:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
Saturday, September 29

Mushroom Walk, 10 a.m. at the public 
library or 10:30 a.m. at the Moose Meadow 
trailhead. Learn about forest ecology, edible and 
non-edible mushrooms, and more from Judy 
Hall Jacobson and Tony Strong.
Wednesday, October 3
Hospice of Haines Grief Support Group,  
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays through November 
14. Open to anyone grieving the loss of a loved 
one through death. Pre-registration is required, 
please call Liz at 303-7036 or Melissa at 766-
2185 to register. $30 suggestion donation.
Thursday, October 4

Kids’ Mushroom Hunt, 3:30-4:30 at the 
public library. Join in after school to learn about 
mushrooms and go on a mushroom hunt.

Mushroom Potluck, 5:30-6:30 at the public 
library. Bring a favorite mushroom dish to share. 
Call Jolanta at the library, 766-2545, for more 
information.
Friday, October 5

Haines First Friday, 5-7 p.m. at participating 
businesses.
Saturday, October 6

Chilkat Chef Competition, at Harriett Hall. 6 
p.m. grilled salmon dinner $18 adults, $10 kids, 
$45 families; 6:30 p.m. competition; auction 
of competition dishes to benifit local groups. 
Celebrating salmon in the Chilkat Valley.
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By Lexie DeWitt
Joe Ordonez toured the Chilkat 

Valley with KOMO News from 
Seattle earlier this month. The 
group took a float trip through 
the eagle preserve on the warm, 
sunny morning, after lunch they 
ventured out to Chilkoot Lake for 
some bear viewing and ended the 
day with an in-depth interview 
with Dave Pahl at the Hammer 
Museum. The segment will air in 
January on the KOMO TV show 
“Seattle Refined,” a travel show 
featuring Seattle and the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Officer Chris Brown with 
the Haines Borough Police 
Department recently completed a 
Drug Recognition Expert training 
program. “These officers are 
trained to identify people whose 
driving is impaired by drugs in 
addition to alcohol. There are 
approximately 35 officers in the 
entire state of Alaska,” said police 
chief Heath Scott. “It was two 
weeks in Anchorage and then a 
week in Arizona, we are proud of 
him for  finishing top in his class,” 
said Chris’s wife Kit Brown.

Nicole Holm  along with 
husband Tim Holmand parents 
Shane and Janice Horton traveled 
to South Africa recently for a 
hunting safari. They all got trophy 
animals and saw many types of 
animals including kudu, giraffe, 
impala, and cape buffalo. “The 
lion park where we got to pet baby 
lions and an adult leopard was my 
favorite part, along with watching 
the lions get fed. We are already 
planning our next trip back,” said 
Nicole. 

Scott and Candi Bradford 
drove their daughter Brittney 
to Lewiston, Idaho where she’s 
attending Lewis-Clark State 
College to study radiology. 
“The 3-day drive was absolutely 

beautiful. After the first day of 
moving her into her dorm she 
already had a really fun group of 
friends. Britney has been enjoying 
doing new things like going to the 
rodeo and even spent a day white 
water rafting. Saying goodbye 
was so hard but seeing her so 
ready for her next step was pretty 
awesome too. Thank goodness for 
FaceTime,” said Candi.  

Samantha Clay competed in 
Alaska’s Got Talent at the Alaska 
State Fair where she received fourth 
place overall, after placing first in 
the local Southeast’s Got Talent 
competition in July. Samantha’s 
daughter McKinley was able to 
go along with the support and 
donations that they received from 
community members. “Although I 
was battling an upper respiratory 
infection I had a great time and 
was in the tie-breaker for third! 
McKinley was able to attend all 
performances and even got to 
come on stage with me and the 
Denali Cooks for a song. I cannot 
say thank you enough to everyone 
for their support and guidance 
through this great journey and 
hope to be doing more local 
performances for all of you,” said 
Samantha. 

The Haines Dolphins pre-season 
kick-off party was held last Friday 
at the Haines School. Returning 
coaches Jackie St. Clair and 
Jim Green are excited for the 
upcoming season, as well as new 
coach Sarah Elliott. Practices 
began earlier this week. 

Amy Fennel  joined the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation 
staff earlier this month as a 
consultant for their raptor training 
program. Amy is a senior trainer 
at Natural Encounters Inc. in 
Florida and her expertise will 
transfer to the program to make 
it more exciting and valuable for 

Save the Date To list an event in Save the Date, call 766-2688 
or email chilkatnews@gmail.comLetters to the Editor

The bear foundation is volunteer driven

More LETTERS page 8

Thanks for Anway cabin restoration help 

guests. Amy was also matched as 
a professional mentor for raptor 
staff member Sidney Campbell. 
She had a great stay in Haines, 
enjoyed local restaurants, bears at 
Chilkoot and a visit to the Jilkaat 
Kwaan Heritage Center. 

There will be a celebration of 
life for beloved Klukwan elder 
and cultural mentor Kaaxkwei, 
Evelyn Hotch beginning at 
2pm on Friday  Sept. 14 at the 
Klukwan ANS Hall. A luncheon 
follows the graveside service.  Her 
family suggests honoring Evelyn 
by wearing ANS blue, yellow for 
the yellow roses she loved, or gear 
from her favorite team, the Lakers. 
Evelyn passed away peacefully 
this week at her home in the village 
following a long illness. There will 
be an obituary next week.

The CVN welcomes letters from readers. Letters are limited to 250 
words, including 10 businesses and 15 individuals and may be edited 
for libel, punctuation, grammar and spelling. The letters deadline 
is 5 p.m. Monday.

Letters Policy

The advertising deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for display ads and noon 
on Tuesday for (Un)Classifieds. Please call 766-2688, email cvn@
chilkatvalleynews.com or stop by our office for more information.

Advertising Policy

Have a marvelous day!

Pebble and Constantine bring hope

Thanks for support and generosity 
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Saturday, September 15
Richard Gilewitz,

guitarist/humorist

Chilkat Center Lobby 
7 p.m.

$15 general admission
$12 HAC members

� e Haines Arts Council presents:

Attention musicians! Workshops Saturday. 
Ukulele noon/Guitar 1 p.m. in the HS band room.

$15 each, $25 for both Call 766-3056 for more info.

It’s not too late to list!

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510
WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate
Reneé Hoff man • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Sold!  198 Skyline Drive $359,900
Pending  561 FAA Road $200,000
Sold! 859 Beach Road $175,000

Pending 11 McPheters Lane $99,000

Your house here

The
Salvation Army

Family Store
Wednesday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations
(by appt. 

only)

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

(Alaskan Owned)

Eye Exams, Contact Lense Fittings & Prescription Eyeglases
We are preferred providers for your VSP vision insurance!
Denali KidCare, Medicaid & private insurance accepted.

Walk-ins 

Welcome

Eye Guys
Sunday & Monday, September 16 & 17

Call (907) 414-5750 to schedule an appointment 
the weekend of the clinic or 376-3917 the week prior.

Optometrist Dr. Brown will be in Haines
at the Aspen Hotel

Sat�rdays through Sept. 29
  om 10am to noon
 at the Fairg�ounds

Chilkat 
Valley 
News

Assembly Candidate Forum
Tuesday, September 18 at 6 p.m. 

in the Chilkat Center lobby
Email questions for candidates to 

chilkatnews@gmail.com

Moderateded by

and

By Jenna Kunze 
The Finance Committee asked 

borough staff to research taxing 
marijuana at the retail level. 
The borough currently charges 
an excise tax on marijuana 
cultivation, but instead may decide 
to levy a special tax on consumers.

An excise tax, which is different 
from a sales tax because it is 
imposed by the assembly instead 
of voted on by a community, is 
currently being levied at $5 per 
ounce, to be paid by the cultivator.

Other cities in Alaska that charge 
an excise tax are Petersburg, at $25 
an ounce, and Houston at $10 an 
ounce, according to an informal 
CVN survey. The state keeps no 
records on such taxes.

Erika Merklin from Resurrected 
Dreams, Haines’ only licensed 
cultivator, told CVN that to absorb 
the excise tax when she begins 
selling to retail that she’s “just 
going to have to charge a higher 
price, [which] makes me less 
competitive in the marketplace.”

Ultimately, cultivators tacking 
on an excise tax when selling to 
retail stores may cause retailers to 
seek suppliers in municipalities 
that do not impose the fee. 

That is the case with retailer 

Jason Adams from Haines’ only 
dispensary, Winter Greens, and 
cultivator Gary Morgan of Moog 
Droog in Petersburg. 

Borough Manager, Debra 
Schnabel, said at the meeting last 
week, “I would like to know how 
it’s working in Petersburg, because 
if what we’re trying to do here is 
encourage a grower and encourage 
retail, then I have to know [how it 
is working there].”

“As a retailer, we avoid 
Petersburg, and we’re not the 
only retailer that does that, because 
of the cost,” Adams told the 
committee on Thursday. 

Petersburg’s sole grower, Gary 
Morgan, was interviewed by the 
CVN in July of 2017 when he 
first opened his shop and said at 
the time the tax was “not difficult 
whatsoever.” He has since changed 
his perspective.

“It’s amazing what a year will 
do,” he said this week. “The prices 
have been dropping so quickly. 
There’s pretty good supply out 
there compared to a year ago. It’s 
making it very difficult to make a 
living at this at all.”

According to Morgan, a typical 
pound of cannabis costs $3,400. 
After the state excise tax of $50 

per ounce, the local excise tax of 
$25 an ounce and federal taxes, he 
must still pay testing fees, wages, 
and other bills.

“In the meantime, I’m working 
construction all winter,” Morgan 
said. He quit his job at an electric 
utility company nine months ago, 
but has gone back to work because 
of decreasing profits.

 “The borough of Petersburg 
is putting me at a disadvantage,” 
Morgan said. “The cultivation 
business with the excise tax is just 
doomed.”

Susan Burrel, owner of the only 
retail store in Petersburg, the 420, 
says she is affected by the excise 
tax “if you’re looking at the bigger 
picture,” she said. “Every time I 
bring pot in I have to pay $25 an 
ounce for that.”

To combat the tax and help his 
suffering business, Morgan plans 
to open up a retail shop this spring 
“so I don’t have to pay taxes on [the 
marijuana] until I sell it,” he said. 
“I’m going to keep producing, but 
stock it away and wait ‘til I can 
set the price to sell it,” he said. 
“What the retail allows me to do 
is mark up the price to cover the 
excise tax.”

 Morgan plans to go back to 

Back to the drawing board: staff to research sales tax on pot

Petersburg’s assembly to discuss 
changing the tax structure. “I do 
want to contribute, but for a small 
company like me I’m contributing 
far beyond a normal business of 
similar income. My taxes, when 
I last checked, were around 50 to 
60 percent of my total income.”

Merklin encourages the borough 
to look to other cities for examples. 
“I’d rather focus on the majority 
of people that are not having that 
excise tax,” she said. 

Fairbanks, Juneau, Anchorage 
Mat-Su, and Ketchikan have 

sales taxes on marijuana products 
instead of excise taxes. Merklin 
and Adams want the borough to 
wait a period of two years while 
they get established.

“The other thing is — what if 
my crop fails?” Merklin asked. 
“You’re putting all the eggs on me 
and it’s great to have that faith, but 
it’s not smart to do that if you really 
want your tax money.”

Morgan, whose crops failed in 
a power outage this year, said he 
lost around $30,000. 

See TAX page 7

Debra Schnabel diagrams how excise taxes move through the 
economy during the finance committee meeting. Jenna Kunze photo.
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Hours:  Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm
Sunday, 10am-2pmNow stocking 

metal-by-the-foot, 
welding gasses, RV,
marine, and Powersport products!

766-2940

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.
Marine, RV

Condos For Sale
or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

“We do not remember days, 
 we remember moments.” ~ Cesare Pavese

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving 
professional  builders 

and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock. 766-2700

MIKE ’ S 
BIKES & 
BOARDS

END OF SEASON SALE
20 - 50% Off 

All Skateboards, Long Boards & Accessories

20% Off All Surly Bikes

Coleman Sleeping Bags Autumn Glen 30 Degree  75inx33in $59.99
Silverton Mummy Bag 82inx32in $74.99
Nebo Duo Head Lamp 250 Lumen $23.99

Outdoor Edge Wild-Lite 6 Pc. Game Processing Set $32.99
Frog Toggs 50 Liter Dry Bag Yellow or Blue $28.99

Outfi tter         Sporting Goods
Open 7 days a week 8 am - 6 pm766-3221

Shop locally, support your friends and neighbors!

of the fact that it comes from the 
federal government and is forced 
on states and on communities,” 
Rogers said. 

Mulford refrained from 
providing her stance on Tier 3 
designation, and said her opinion 
is unimportant. “I do believe that 
as an elected official we need 
to be representative of at least 
the majority of the community, 
and I don’t think that a personal 
opinion as an assembly member 
matters,” Mulford said. “I think it’s 
a representation of the voice of the 
community and that’s what we’re 
elected for and that is to represent 
what the community wants.”

Maidy said Tier 3 is still 
undefined at the legislative level. 
“We still don’t know exactly what 
it entails…I lean toward protecting 
the waterway. Whether that means 
Tier 3 or strict regulations adhered 
to by Tier 2, we don’t know until 
we actually get to that discussion.” 

Harmon asked the candidates to 
name two to three industries they 
think have the most potential for 
growth in Haines, and how they 
could support them. 

Rogers said the construction 
industry could grow if more young 
families could afford to live in 
Haines year-round. “That might 
take an improvement to the mining 
industry here, the timber sales in 
Haines,” Rogers said. 

 Mulford also pointed to 
construction. She also said 
agriculture has growth potential. 
“We’ve got more and more gardens 
or farms coming out and I think that 
could definitely be diversified and 

definitely be an economic impact, 
positively, to Haines.”  

Twelve people turned out for the 
assembly candidate forum at the 
Mosquito Lake Community Center 
on Wednesday where attendees 
asked questions about police 
service, Tier 3, inclusiveness and 
how they could prove they weren’t 
crazy by running for local office.  
Mulford was absent for the forum. 

One audience member asked the 
candidates what they would do if 
one of the three areas outside the 
townsite voted against creating a 
police service area. 

Maidy said he couldn’t in good 
conscience direct the police to 
not respond. Echoing the police 
chief, Maidy said police response 
outside the townsite is an unfunded 
requirement and that no matter 
what it will cost money to respond. 

Rogers proposed many of the 
elements included in the ballot 
proposition voters will see in 
October, including dividing the 
areas into separate voting blocs. 
He said it will be difficult moving 
forward if one area votes against 
police service and another vote 
for service. 

“The assembly is going to be 
trapped in a situation of well do we 
respond anyway, and the moment 
they do that those who have agreed 
to pay are going to say, ‘Hey what’s 
going on here? We agred to pay 
and they didn’t...’ I think that’s 
the struggle that I see coming and 
I don’t have an answer for that.’”

Prisciandaro said he’d try to find 
money in the budget to divert to 
the police department. “Morally, 

I can’t just tell them now you 
can’t go out the Highway or 
now you can’t go out Mud Bay,” 
Prisciandaro said.  

Another resident asked the 
candidates where they stand on 
Tier 3 on a scale of 1-5, five being 
the most supportive, and one being 
the least supportive. 

Prisciandaro said he’s a five. 
“The watershed here in the valley 
is one of the most important things 
to my livelihood,” he said. “We 
don’t need to have any discharge 
into the river. Anything that 
changes the water quality of the 
river can affect the freshwater 
habitat.” 

Another audience member who 
was critical of the Haines Economic 
Development Corporation asked 
if the candidates valued the 
organization, and if they supported 
continuing taxpayer funding of 
HEDC.

Prisciandaro and Maidy said 
while they were skeptical of the 
$95,000 the borough dedicated to 
the group, they now support the 
organization. Prisciandaro said 
he’d like to see it sustain itself 
soon. Rogers said he’s supportive 
of the organization’s work thus far 
and will support initiatives that 
enable economic growth. 

All four candidates will appear 
at a community forum hosted by 
the CVN and KHNS, Tuesday, 
Sep. 18 at 6 p.m. in the Chilkat 
Center lobby. Attendees are 
encouraged to submit questions 
to the candidates at chilkatnews@
gmail.com. 

FORUM from page 1

Rep. Sam Kito attended Tuesday’s Haines Borough Assembly 
meeting Tuesday evening. Kito didn’t run for re-election this year. 
Kyle Clayton photo. 
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Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

September 7, 1968 (photo caption)
L.L. Foster checks the load of moose meat in the 
pick-up belonging to Marvin M. Poss of Juneau 
and Steve Brandow of Ketchikan who had been 
visiting Duck and Dolly Hess during the moose 
season. The check station at approximately Mile 
2.5 is manned all day and hunters are expected to 
stop and declare their kill. At the time the picture 
was taken, late on the first day of the season, 12 
cows, one bull and one calf (heifer) had been 
killed. 
September 16, 1993

Growing incidences of illegal dumping and a 
state mandate to better control bear encounters in 
the city is prompting the Haines City Council to 
consider mandatory trash pickup for homes and 
businesses within city limits.

The proposal will be the topic of a special 
public hearing by the council Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers.

Requiring residents to subscribe to collection 
service provided by Haines Sanitation has been 
considered and rejected by past councils. It was 
resurrected recently by company co-owner Lynda 

Walker, who removed herself from her seat as city 
councilor to broach the subject.

Illegal trash disposal along roadsides poses 
sanitation concerns, police chief Charlie Fannon 
said, and illegal use of dumpsters is a source 
of increasing complaints. Unless police have a 
witness to illegal dumping, prosecution under 
theft of services statutes is different.

Walker tried to answer concerns this week, 
reminding residents that rates are regulated by the 
city council. Her firm is also discussing flexible 
rates for small households.
September 11, 2008

Efforts to gain the Haines Highway “All-
American Road” designation move forward this 
month when the federal application period opens, 
and local businesses and organizations can help 
by writing letters of support.

If granted All-American Road status, the Haines 
Highway would make the federal Highway 
Administration’s top priority for grant funding, 
said Haines tourism director Lori Stepansky. 
The designation would be a powerful national 
marketing tool for the valley, she said.

About 30 roads nationwide, including the 
Alaska Marine Highway, are deemed “All-
American Roads.” If the highway is not chosen 
for the premier designation, it could be chosen for 
National Scenic Byway status, Stepansky said.

Gaining National Scenic Byway status requires 
a road have at least one intrinsic quality and be 
regionally significant. Intrinsic qualities recognized 
by the agency as it evaluates applications for both 
awards include archaeological, cultural, historic, 
natural, recreational and scenic resources.

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

766-2444Harbor Bar
Friday Game Night

7pm Poker
9pm Pool

11pm Fear Pong

Fall Hours:
Sun. - Thurs. 11:30AM - 8PM

Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM - 9PM

766-2442

Open daily at noonCurrent hours:

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU       Arrive HNS        

7:00 am

11:00 am
1:00 pm

5:00 pm

7:35 am

11:35 am
1:35 pm

5:35 pm

Late Summer Flight Schedule Sept. 8 - 28, 2018
Depart HNS       Arrive JNU        

7:50 am

11:50 am
1:50 pm

5:50 pm

8:25 am

12:25 pm
2:25 pm

6:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

14
16
17
18
19
21

11:30am
11:30am
11:45am
11:30am
2:15pm
11:30am

1:00pm
12:00pm
2:15pm
12:00pm
4:15pm
1:00pm

LECONTE
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
LECONTE

MALASPINA
LECONTE

14
16
17
18
19
21

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

4:30pm
3:00pm
7:15pm
3:00pm
9:15pm
4:30pm

5:30pm
4:00pm
9:15pm
4:00pm

11:15pm
5:30pm

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

LECONTE
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
LECONTE

MALASPINA
LECONTE

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Sponsored by

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

all of us have many loved ones on 
many levels,” he wrote in his book.

Lang insists that “building 
a backstory” is the simple yet 
revealing process of writing a good 
letter. To help participants choose a 
recipient, he gave context to many 
of the love letters he’s sent and 
received, ranging from one to the 
10-year-old son of his ex-partner, 
to words written in the sand, to 
a letter to dissolve a fight with a 
friend who finally responded seven 
years later. 

In his workshop, Lang guided 
17 attendees through a series of 
six prompts, paired with rose 
illustrations by artists Nur Ilham, 
to “awaken details” and articulate 
feelings in their love letters. After 
that, he gave a step-by-step guide 
to help make the letter cohesive.

 The only materials needed are a 
pen and paper, your three favorite 
songs, and a quiet writing space, 
Lang said. Prompt questions 
range from writing three favorite 
qualities about your loved one, 
to listing a favorite memory 
together, to what surprised you 
about a person who exceeded your 
expectations.

“I thought it was really thought 
provoking,” Teresa Hura said after 
the event. She wrote her letter to 
her two children, and said that 
maybe she’ll give it to them on 
their birthdays. 

B i l l  Tu t o r  s a i d  t h a t 

Lang’s guidance will help in 
communicating with the woman 
he’s loved nearly all his life.

“The reason why I’m here is 
because I’ve been in love with 
a lady for 45 years,” Tutor said, 
explaining that they’ve been 
together a handful of times, but 
it never worked out on her end. 
“I’m of the mind that once you 
love someone, if it’s real you just 
never stop,” Tutor said. “You never 
give up hope.”

Rustin Gooden said the workshop 
exceeded his expectations, and 
was surprised by “how easy it 
really is, (to write about love) once 
you have the template.”

“What I really liked was the 
story about [Lang] saying nice 
things about who walks into the 
coffee shop every day,” Gooden 
said. Lang relayed a game he had 
played at a cafe with his partner’s 
son, where they said one thing 
they loved about each person who 
walked in the door.

 “It’s not what [Lang’s] getting 
I guess, it’s what he’s able to 
give,” Gooden said. He’s making 
an on-the-spot connection with 
someone...and I see it and I like it.”

Lang’s book is available for 
purchase at Babbling Book, or 
online at www.boudelang.com. He 
says his book is being translated 
into several different languages, 
which speaks to how universal the 
message of love can be.

 
 

LOVE from page 1

Your ad could go here! 
Talk to the CVN about 
your advertising needs.
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mariculture businesses. He also re-
established the Alaska Mariculture Task 
Force as an advisory body with a goal 
of growing a $100 million mariculture 
industry in 20 years.

“The fi scal crisis is on the wane. It 
should never have happened in the fi rst 
place and we should never be in that 
position again. Now we can get back 
to building Alaska,” Walker said in an 
interview.

In terms of Alaska’s seafood industry, 
he said the biggest challenges stem from 
“unpredictability.”          

“We have seasonal highs and lows, 
problems with returns. It is very diffi  cult 
for businesses to plan. One of our jobs 
is to make sure we provide the best data 
going forward as quickly as possible, 
so people and communities whose 
livelihoods depend on fi shing have 
the assurance of a more stable future,” 
Walker said.

The governor believes our seas are 
“under assault” from a warming climate 
and off  kilter ocean chemistry. That 
was the impetus, he said, for forming 
a climate change action committee 
which is scheduled to introduce 
recommendations next month that will 
build upon past policy initiatives and 
encourage new ideas.  

During a town meeting several 
Kodiakans commented that Alaska 
lawmakers by and large “skim over” 
the economic, social and cultural 
importance of the seafood industry.  

“It’s all about attitude,” Walker said. 
“Commercial fi shing was Alaska’s 
fi rst industry and it drove the push to 
statehood. We will make sure our fi sh 
benefi t Alaska and coastal communities. 
We will show up and be engaged.”

Halibut shifts – Some big shifts were 
quietly made last week to the panel 
that oversees the Pacifi c halibut stocks, 
including the addition of a fi rst ever 
sportfi sh seat. 

Both the U.S. and Canada named 
“relative newcomers” as commissioners 
to seats on the International Pacifi c 
Halibut Commission “during extremely 
sensitive negotiations on policy issues,” 
said Peggy Parker, director of the 
Halibut Association of North America 
and editor at Seafoodnews.com. 

The changes to the panel of three 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Fish Factor/Laine Welch
September 7, 2018

Governor Bill Walker christened 
Alaska’s fi rst kelp-based beer during a 
recent swing through Kodiak.

The beer was created at the Kodiak 
Island Brewery using local kelp from 
Kodiak Island Sustainable Seaweed 
(KISS), grown by Stephanie and Nick 
Mangini.

“Steph mentioned seeing a kelp craft 
beer on the internet and I told her to 
bring me 100 pounds,” said brewery 
“fl ow master” Chrissy Johnsrud, who 
created the new blend.

The beer, called Kelp Sea Level Gosé, 
is a sour, German wheat beer made with 
coriander and salt.  

Brewery owner, Ben Millstein, said 
the seaweed was an easy fi t.

“We used the amount of kelp that we 
thought would replace the amount of 
salt. It’s working really good,” he said.

The new beer was nearing its fi nal 
stage as Millstein fi lled glasses with a 
small amount for tasting. He explained 
that there are over 150 diff erent styles 
of beer and it is important to “calibrate 
one’s palate” before forming an opinion.  

“Shift your mind into neutral and take 
a couple sips,” he instructed. “Then sit 
with it for 30 seconds or a minute and try 
not to judge. Let it in and let it go. Try to 
disengage and give it a calibration rest 
and then see what you think after that.”

The kelp beer had a pleasing briny 
taste and it won the Governor’s 
approval. 

“I like it. It’s very good,” Walker 
said, adding that he plans to add it to his 
kelp repertoire.

“I’ve got a kelp salsa story about how 
I helped get that Juneau product into 
Safeway, and now we have kelp beer 
to go with the salsa,” said Walker. “We 
are making it happen in Alaska as far 
as the blue economy. It’s right here in 
front of us.”

The Kelp Sea Level beer was set to be 
added to Kodiak Island Brewery’s 13-
tap lineup any day.

“I think it’s going to be a huge hit,” 
said Johnsrud. “You can just smell the 
salt air and the seagulls. It’s similar to 
holding your ear up to a shell.”

More Gov goings on  – While he was in 
Kodiak, Governor Walker also signed a 
bill (HB 56) sponsored by Ketchikan 
Representative Dan Ortiz that expands 
the state Revolving Loan Fund to create 
new fi nancing options for fi shing and 

Canadian and three U.S. seats came after 
a rare impasse in determining halibut 
catch limits for the 2018 season. In the 
end, all six agreed to lower limits for 
both countries, but not as a commission. 
It was the second time in the IPHC’s 
94-year history that an impasse could 
not be overcome, Parker said. The 
commissioners also agreed to negotiate 
a resolution to their disagreements, 
which center on halibut distribution 
and bycatch accountability, before the 
annual meeting in January. 

For the U.S. seats, NOAA Fisheries 
announced the reappointment of Bob 
Alverson, director of the Fishing Vessel 
Owners Association. Sport charter 
operator Richard Yamada, president 
of the Alaska Charter Association, 
replaced Linda Behnken, director 
of Sitka-based Alaska Longline 
Fishermen’s Association and a halibut 
commissioner for two years. 

Yamada is owner of Shelter Lodge 
near Juneau and has been involved in 
the charter fi shing industry for nearly 40 
years. He currently serves on state and 
federal fi sheries advisory committees. 
Both men were appointed for fi ve 
months, from September 1 to January 
31, 2019.

Jim Balsiger, NOAA Fisheries 
Alaska manager who has represented 
the U.S. for nearly two decades, was 
reappointed through September, “but 
may be replaced after that, according 
to several people familiar with the 
process,” Parker said. 

Both Chris Oliver, current head of 
NOAA Fisheries, and Doug Mecum, 
deputy regional manager at the fi sheries 
service Juneau offi  ce, have been 
mentioned as possible replacements.

‘Eat more fi sh’ leaves babies behind –
Seafood nutrition experts are gathering 
in the nation’s capital next week for a 
State of the Science Symposium. The 
non-profi t Seafood Nutrition Partnership 
(SNP) hosts the annual event as part of 
a public health campaign begun in 2015 
aimed at getting Americans to eat more 
seafood.

The connection of omega rich 
seafood to brain health is a trending 
topic, according to the agenda .

“The brain and the retina in the eye 
are omega 3 organs. As calcium is to 

HAINES PACKING CO.
Fresh Seafood  •  5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd. FEED ‘EM FISHColumn 

sponsored 
in part by:

the bones, omega 3 is to the brain,” said 
Dr. Tom Brenna, professor of pediatrics 
and nutrition at Dell Medical School 
at the University of Texas/Austin and 
chair of the SNP advisory council.

Added to the symposium mix 
this year, Brenna said, are fi sheries 
managers, aquaculture experts and 
environmental groups.

“And we guys on the medical 
nutrition side are thrilled,” Brenna said 
in a phone interview. “There is so much 
misinformation out there about the state 
of fi sheries and management. Having 
folks who can speak authoritatively 
about what folks are doing in U.S. 
fi sheries and around the world is 
extraordinarily valuable and something 
we don’t get in any other forums.”

The Partnership works with local 
dieticians and uses educational 
programs and social media to get its 
health messages across. Brenna said 
they have yet to come up with a catchy 
national brand.

“We don’t have a good a way of 
getting across the notion that seafood is 
such a delicious part of meals. Maybe 
we should have a contest to fi nd a nice 
tag line that would identify seafood in 
the same way as ‘Got Milk?’ or ‘Beef, 
it’s what’s for dinner,’” he said.

A focus of the Seafood Nutrition 
Partnership is moms, but Brenna 
admitted that fi sh is missing from 
America’s baby food off erings.     

“To be perfectly honest, I don’t know 
what the problem is,” he said. “It seems 
like it’s a consumer demand question 
– companies sell what the consumers 
demand and apparently, we have not 
done a good job in educating consumers 
about what they ought to be demanding 
for their kids. 

“In nutrition circles, for 30 years we 
have been discussing that when we 
transition a baby or toddler from breast 
milk or formula that contains omega 3s, 
they are transitioning to foods that have 
hardly any omega threes at all. And 
no fi sh,” Brenna added. “We should 
be weaning kids to the foods that are 
going to be important throughout their 
lives. And this may be a reason why 
they are not consuming seafood when 
they get older. Maybe this is something 
that we can work on with baby food 
manufacturers.”

The seafood nutrition science 
symposium is set for Friday, Sept. 14 in 
Washington, DC. Audio and video will 
be available after the event

construction site. Her family has 
sustained 10 flat tires and five to 
six nicks in the windshield from 
rocks in the road, she said. “I 
would love it if they could pay 
to replace a tire or a windshield,” 
she said, referring to SECON or 
the Department of Transportation 
(DOT).

Caitlin Frye, DOT information 
officer, told CVN that she “is not 
aware of any situation in which 
DOT would allocate funding for 
flat tire repair,” however their 
staff “is aware of this issue and 
is actively discussing it with the 
contactor.”

Iverson said, while his team does 
help repair tires on the job, they 
“do not buy replacement tires.”

Karen Hess, owner of Chilkat 
River Adventures, said proper 
tire maintenance has helped her 
company avoid flats from the 
construction zone. “We put new 
tires on a lot of our busses… and 
I think that saved us from tire 
issues,” she said. 

Though some local mechanics 
credit higher grade tires to why 
some vehicles may fare better than 
others through the construction 
site, others credit it to luck. 

Adam Lockhart, a mechanic at 
Canal Marine, drives through the 
construction site daily, but hasn’t 
gotten a flat yet. “I just got a lucky 
draw,” he said, explaining that 
between his two vehicles he has a 
set of 8-ply tires and a set of softer 
4-ply tires.

Ply doesn’t always make 
a difference with poor road 
conditions, Peters said. “Eight- to 
10-ply tires, they do a lot better, 
but I’ve also seen some of them 
get blown up, too,” Peters said.

SECON expects to complete 
paving on the last 2.5 miles of 
phase 1 within about a week, 
according to Iverson. All gravel 
surfaces should be covered before 
winter, and phase two will pick up 
again this spring.

FLAT from page 1

By Kyle Clayton
The Haines Borough Assembly 

unanimously approved a $598,000 
settlement to be paid to small boat 
harbor contractor Pacific Pile & 
Marine for its claim of differing 
site conditions. 

PPM claimed last summer that 
the harbor basin was harder than 
described in contract documents, 
causing a $1.1 million budget 
increase. 

In 2013, PND Engineers 
analyzed the dredge basin for 
a geotechnical report that was 
used to determine the project’s 
expense. In its response to PPM’s 
claim, PND questioned the sample 
size used to test the dredge 
materials and the accuracy of its 
testing method, including how the 
materials were handled and stored.

After a series of discussions 

about the validity of both sides’ 
claims, the borough entered into 
mediation with PPM. 

In a committee-of-the-whole 
meeting last week, borough 
manager  Debra  Schnabe l 
recommended the assembly 
settle with PPM. She told the 
assembly the cost of mediation 
would likely be less than battling 
the company in court. “I think we 
came to understand the position 
that PPM had…nobody walks 
away from a mediation saying, 
‘Yeah that was great.’ Everybody 
walks away saying, ‘Well we did 
the best we could and it’s settled.’”

PND recommended to the 
borough the number of test holes 
to drill when analyzing the harbor 
basin. Assembly member Tom 
Morphet said during Tuesday’s 
assembly meeting that the borough 

should ask for more test holes 
next time it receives a similar 
recommendation.  

Assembly member Heather 
Lende said when a bid for a 
project comes low enough that it 
seems too good to be true, then 
it probably is. “That’s kind of 
a lesson in my mind, that when 
you have a bidder that comes in 
that much lower they’re probably 
going to figure out how to make 
that up somewhere and I don’t 
know how much a government 
the size of the Haines Borough 
is going to be able to do about 
that no matter how many test 
holes we drill.”

The borough will now pay 
PPM $13.3 million for the 
contract. Engineers originally 
estimated the project to cost $15 
million. 

Borough settles with harbor contractor

Support independent media!
Local annual subscriptions are only $46.42

Subscribe at chilkatvalleynews.com
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BEAR SEALING
Bears are considered big game in Alaska, but you are not 

required to salvage bear meat. Meat from bears that have 
been eating fi sh or garbage may not taste good, but meat 
from bears that have eaten berries and plants is delicious. 
Try it or share it with people who enjoy bear meat. Hunting 
regulations require all brown bear hunters to bring out the skull 
and hide and to have their bear “sealed.” A biologist measures 
the skull and puts metal tags or “seals” on the hide and skull 
so a taxidermist knows the bear was taken legally. Black bears 
don’t always have to be sealed, when this is the case you 
must bring out the skull and either the hide or the meat.

Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a non-profi t volunteer citizen’s 
organization that works in cooperation with the Alaska Wildlife 
Troopers. By providing a toll-free hotline phone number 
which citizens may call to report a resource law violation, 
the organization gives the public an opportunity to become 
involved in protecting Alaska’s natural resources. Help make 
Alaska a better place. “Know Before You Go.”

1992 Alaska Fish & Wildlife Safeguard

Sponsored in part by

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

Supporting wise use of our 
fish & game resources

LEGAL NOTICES
HAINES BOROUGH NOTICE - September 10, 2018

DELINQUENT SALES TAX
According to Borough records, the following business accounts 
are delinquent in fi ling the required reports and applicable sales 
tax through July 31, 2018. Delinquent accounts are subject to 
additional penalty and interest charges, advertised public notices, 
estimated tax assessments and small claims proceedings for a 
lien to be fi led.

WILDEFIRE PYROTECHNICS – PHILLIP WILDE
TRIPLE F TRADING COMPANY – BOB FOWLER

TLINGIT INK DESIGNS – EVANGELINE WILLARD HOY
ALASKA HELISKIING – RYAN JOHNSON

GROSS INCOME – KEN GROSS
SCIENTIFIC RESOURCES – NANCY WILEY

SAMURAI WINDOW CLEANING – CHORUS BISHOP
TAUG, KAREN & OLE RENTAL – TAUG, KAREN & OLE

SARAH BISHOP ART – SARAH BISHOP
    LASTING IMPRESSIONS - 907 CLOTHING – MELISSA GANEY

THE EYE GUYS – THE EYE GUYS
DYNAMIC ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING – PATRICK ANDERSON

BISHOP CAD WORKS – CHORUS BISHOP
NEWMAN’S PLUMBING & HEATING – WILLIAM NEWMAN

BEAR CREEK CABINS – TIMOTHY HOLM
VENTURE 49 – BARRY TAYLOR

ALASKA SOUTHEAST ELEVATOR – TEDDY PERRY
COMMERCIAL ELECTRIC – WILLIAM REGALLO

CHILKAT EAGLE B&B – DAVID NANNY
HIGHLAND HEAVEN RENTAL – CHRISTIAN RACICH

FOUR RAVENS OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY – 
MARGARET HAYMAN HOTCH

HUBER, LLC RENTAL – TIM HUBER & HELEN ALTEN
ANDREW GRAY RENTAL – ANDREW GRAY

ALASKA CROSS COUNTRY GUIDING – AL GILLIAM
INNERSEA DISCOVERIES – UNCRUISE 

TAYLOR FIRE PROTECTION SVC – RICK TAYLOR
BRYANT DIVERSIFIED – SEAN BRYANT
FORM AND FUNCTION – JIM HEATON

FORT SEWARD LODGE – SCOTT SUNDBERG
FORT SEWARD RESTAURANT – SCOTT SUNDBERG

SRS CORPORATION – NANCY WILEY

Sweet loved softball, 
family and native lifestyle
Heather Lende

Life-long Klukwan resident 
Christine Sweet, 61, Choosèe, 
an eagle of the Thunderbird 
house, was remembered in a 
double Alaska Native Sisterhood 
(ANS) and Klukwan Assembly 
of God service at the Klukwan 
School gym on Sep. 1. She was 
buried next to her mother, Esther 
Hotch, in the village cemetery. 
Sweet died August 26 at the 
Alaska Native Medical Center in 
Anchorage of complications from 
breast cancer treatment.

Husband Larry Sweet Sr. said 
she was primarily a homemaker 
who “took great pride in her 
family and culture.” Though 
soft spoken, “she could speak 
her mind,” and her strength and 
caring helped her family survive 
several hardships. The Sweets 
were married for 39 years and 
had seven children and sixteen 
grandchildren. They met when 
Larry came to Alaska to visit 
relatives and was recruited to 
play basketball for the Klukwan 
team, of which Chris was a big 
fan. The two were married on July 
21, 1979, and settled in Klukwan.

“Chris loved sports,” Larry said. 
She was a good softball player 
and played for the Six Pack Sam 
team and others, attended local 
basketball games and tournaments 
and proudly showed her support 
whether it was her husband, 
children, or one of her grandkids 
playing. She also cheered loudly 
for the Green Bay Packers on TV.

Sweet was a member of the 
Klukwan ANS, and attended 
many Grand Camps, as a delegate 
and while accompanying her 
husband when he was an ANB 
officer. At the 1983 Grand Camp 
she requested prayer for a healthy 
baby during a difficult pregnancy. 
She believed it worked, and 
named the baby Angelica Nadine 
Sweet, whose initials are ANS. 

The infant was granted a lifetime 
membership by the organization.

Christine “Dean Ann” Sweet 
was born November 18, 1956 
in Juneau to Esther and Steven 
Hotch Sr. of Klukwan. She grew 
up in the village in a big family, 
attended the Klukwan BIA school 
until 8th grade, the Chemawa 
Indian School and Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School before graduating 
from Haines High in 1975.

Friend Kimberley Strong 
recalled hanging out with Sweet 
when they were carefree teenagers, 
“Singing songs, hitching down the 
highway into Haines. She was a 
lot of fun.”  As adults they joked 
about “our misspent youth,” 
Strong said. Sweet had a good 
sense of humor, although she was 
shy enough that “if you didn’t 
know her well, you didn’t know 
that,” Strong said.

She loved Native foods, and 
picking berries, gathering red 
ribbon seaweed,  fry bread, 
and always made popcorn balls 
at Halloween. “She loved the 
subsistence lifestyle, especially 
gink [fermented fish],” her 
husband said.

In addition to Larry Sweet Sr., 
Chris leaves children Brenda 
Brew, Chun Williamson, Larry 
Sweet Jr., Alicia Case, Cheri 
Martin, Angelica Sweet, and 
Natasha Sweet; siblings Louise 
Smith, Dorothy Kraun, Debi 
Montgomery, Stoney Hotch, 
Donald Hotch Sr., Edward Hotch, 
and Danny Peters.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, and siblings Steven 
Hotch Jr., Sam Hotch, Bill Peters, 
Walter Peters, Lawrence Peters, 
Frank Hotch, Ethel Aguilar, 
Esther Otton, Josephine Peters, 
and Baby Hotch.

There is an account for the 
Sweet family at the First National 
Bank in Haines.

in its failure to properly train its 
employees, failure to maintain 
the safety of their clients and that 
it was reckless in its operation of 
a zip line. 

In February, former Alaska 
Excursions guide Alton Smith 
criticized the company’s negligence 
in training their zip line guides. He 
told assembly members that the 
company shuffled unqualified 
employees into different roles 
to ensure it can run tours at the 
expense of safety. Management 
directed a shuttle driver to guide 
a zip line tour despite inadequate 
training, Smith alleged.  

“Early on after training, she 
clipped herself onto the zip line 
incorrectly and would have fallen 
about 50 feet to the ground if she 
had not been tied to a 10-year-old 
guest who was luckily clipped to 
the cable,” Smith said. “Two lives 
were put severely at risk that day 
in order to add six more people 
onto a tour.” 

Last February when former 
employees publicly criticized 
the company for poor safety and 
maintenance practices, Smith 
said the most dangerous part of 
the Glacier Point tour was the 
probability of a canoe motor 
failing above the rapids—motors 
which he and other guides said 
regularly broke down.

The canoe’s outboard engine 
malfunctioned in July, which 
contributed to Steve Willis’ 
drowning, according to victim 
and employee interviews detailed 

in the trooper report. Multiple 
victims complained they did not 
receive a detailed safety briefing, 
advice on what to do if their canoe 
overturned, and that their guide 
loaded their canoe closer to the 
rapids than the six other vessels 
during the tour, according to the 
trooper report. 

The current forced the canoe 
broadside and guests couldn’t right 
their vessel by paddling. After 
several unsuccessful attempts to 
start the motor it finally fired, but 
wouldn’t go into gear. 

“There was a mechanical issue 
with it,” Alaska Excursions guide 
Taylor Hale told investigators.

The canoes were unregistered 
with the state and didn’t have 
throw bags (lines used to rescue 
overboard passengers), according 
to troopers. 

In August 2017, 28 tourists were 
injured after an Alaska Excursions 
Unimog touring vehicle went off 
the road in Skagway—injuries 
included broken bones.

Assembly member  Tom 
Morphet proposed discussing 
the revocation or suspension of 
Alaska Excursions Glacier Point 
tour during Tuesday’s meeting. 
The borough manager can revoke 
the company’s permit due to 
public safety concerns, according 
to borough code. “This borough 
revoked the tour permit of Dave 
Button,” Morphet said. “No one 
ever died under Dave’s tours. I 
think this is worthy, at least, of 
discussion, at the very least.”

The Haines City Council 
in 2000 heard more than 25 
complaints about tour operator 
Dave Button who allegedly 
poached customers from other 
tours and lied to visitors about 
other events being cancelled 
and then tried to sell them one 
of his tours, according to CVN 
archives. 

Commerce committee chair 
Sean Maidy told the CVN he thinks 
the borough should revoke both of 
Alaska Excursions’ tour permits at 
Glacier Point. 

Both Maidy and Morphet voted 
against approving the company’s 
ATV permit in March. 

Commerce committee member 
Tresham Gregg, who approved the 
ATV permit, said he’ll be cautious 
when he considers revoking 
the permit. “It seems to me the 
better plan is to stop them from 
launching their canoes at the top 
of the [rapids] somehow,” Gregg 
said. “Accidents happen. If you’re 
flying in an airplane and you crash 
into a mountain, everyone dies.” 

About ten former guides 
criticized the company publicly 
last spring before the assembly 
approved a new ATV tour permit 
for the company at Glacier 
Point. Mayor Jan Hill broke the 
assembly’s 3-3 tie vote to support 
the new ATV tour. 

Alaska Excursions did not 
respond to a request for comment 
for this story. 

The commerce committee meets 
Sep. 18 at 5:30 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers. 

REVOKE from page 1

Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm • Sat 8am - 5pm • Sun 10am - 2pm

TAX from page 3
 “If Haines decides to do an excise tax, it makes a lot more sense to do a percentage tax based on the sale 

instead of a set price, because if the price goes down the tax doesn’t increase,” Morgan said. “It’s a much 
more fair way to do it then to have a set dollar price.” 

The Haines borough hasn’t collected any marijuana excise tax because staff were confused as to whether 
or not the assembly wanted to tax only local cultivators, or all cultivators who sell to local retailers. 

The finance committee directed staff to research imposing tax at the point of sale, which will be discussed 
at the Sep. 25 assembly meeting.  

Support the arts!

Breath
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Polling Places on Election Day
The polls for this election will be open at 7:00 a.m. on October 2nd and will close at 8:00 p.m. 

on the same day.  This is an area-wide Haines Borough election, including the following two 
precincts:
 Haines #1 – Encompassing the former corporate limits of the City of Haines and 
the Chilkat Peninsula, encompassing the area of the Haines Borough to the South (including 
Excursion Inlet) and East of the former corporate limits of the City of Haines. The polling place 
is at the ANB/ANS Hall located at 1st Ave. and Willard St.
 Haines #2 – This precinct was formerly called “Haines Highway” and encompasses 
the area of the Haines Borough to the north and west of the Haines #1 Precinct. The polling 
place is in the Klehini Valley Fire Department Building on Mosquito Lake Road.

Exact boundary descriptions of these precincts are described in 6 AAC 333.545-550 or are 
available from the Borough Clerk’s offi ce. 766-6402.

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY                                     
Sean Maidy
Barbara J. Mulford
William Prisciandaro
Paul Rogers

BOROUGH SCHOOL BOARD
Michael Wald

 Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, October 2, 2018, there will be held in the Haines 
Borough, Alaska, an election for the purpose of electing two assembly members (both with 
terms ending 10/21), and three school board members (two with terms ending 10/21 and one 
with a term ending 10/19).

The following individuals fi led during the election fi ling period and have been certifi ed to 
appear on the ballot (alphabetical order):

Proposition 1:
For Service Area A : Shall an On-Call Police Service Area A be created and funded 
as described in Ordinance 18-07-502? This Proposition will only be voted on by voters 
registered in Area A.
For Service Area B: Shall an On-Call Police Service Area B be created and funded 
as described in Ordinance 18-07-502? This Proposition will only be voted on by voters 
registered in Area B.
For Service Area C: Shall and On-Call Police Service Area C be created and funded 
as described in Ordinance 18-07-502? This Proposition will only be voted on by voters 
registered in Area C.

Initiative No. 1
Should voters elect the members of the Haines Borough Planning Commission, Public 
Safety Commission, Ports and Harbors Advisory Committee, and Tourism Advisory 
Board by making changes to the Haines Borough Charter Sections 5.06 and 8.01?

HAINES BOROUGH
NOTICE OF GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION

Support independent media!
Local annual subscriptions are only $46.42

Subscribe at chilkatvalleynews.com

 The Friends of Mosquito Lake School Community Center thanks 
all of the residents who supported our Second Sunday Community 
Market series this summer.  September 9th marked our last event of the 
season, and we couldn’t have asked for a more beautiful day for the 40 
plus attendees to enjoy an outdoor barbecue featuring delicious brats 
from Olerud’s and greens from Four Winds Farm.  Thanks to Klehini 
Valley Volunteer Fire Department and Haines Friends of Recycling 
representatives for providing information about controlled burn 
regulations and alternative means of disposing of non-combustibles 
through recycling.  Our next event will be a Fall Festival for kids on 
Saturday, October 20th from 4-6pm.

Dawn Drotos, Chair
Friends of Mosquito Lake School Community Center

Thank you to everyone that has supported the high school cross 
country team this year. The community has supported the team in 
every way, from entering the adventure race, to making donations, to 
participating in our practices. We aren’t hosting a home race this year, 
but we will be putting on an open race (costumes encouraged!) at 9:00 
AM Saturday morning September 15, followed by pancakes and bacon 
at the school. The race will serve as a time trial for our team to see 
which seven boys and girls will enter the varsity race at the regional 
championships and a fundraiser to allow more kids to travel to more 
races--including state. We would love to have our fans participate or 
cheer on the runners as they race through the fairgrounds. We would like 
to thank the following people for their extraordinary contributions of 
time, expertise and/or funding to the team: Tracy Wirak, Liam Cassidy, 
Greg and Shannon Higgins, Mandy Ramsey, Shannon Donahue, 
Chris and Deb Kemp, Jacob Stigen, Lily Boron, Alex Van Wyhe, Lizzy 
Jurgeleit, Jess Edwards, and Leslie Evenden.

Coaches Alixanne Goodman and Chandler Kemp

It’s the (Sustainable) Economy, Stupid!
Travel if you will and you will see just how rare and precious is our 

home, set amidst vast, unspoiled scenic grandeur, well connected, yet 
not overwhelmed by rapid growth and unregulated tourism.  Think 
about the value of our winning triad of desirability, scarcity and 
opportunity, and how we might both preserve and profit from it.

Consider for a minute that outdoor recreation, much of what we and 
our visitors do here, is, by the government’s calculation, a $374-billion-
a-year economy, and more than double that figure by private estimates.  
That’s more than mining, oil, gas and logging combined.

We’re not yet seeing extensive clear cuts, polluted waterways, heavy 
industry, hordes of tourists or rapid, unsustainable growth.  So, to say 
we need large scale timber, mining and industrial development for 
local jobs is to ignore what should be obvious: that these things can 
all coexist with what’s here – until they can’t.  It’s a matter of maturity 
but also scale.  Once those doors are opened there’s no going back, 
at least in our lifetimes.

How do we help preserve our greatest economic asset?  Maintain 
small scale local resource extraction, business startups and 
entrepreneurial opportunities.  Reject get-rich-quick ploys aimed at 
locals by large corporate profiteers, including the cruise ship industry.   
Oppose opening the floodgate to Juneau by road.  Plan for slow but 
steady growth and a high quality of life – and reject the false claims 
of those wishing to enrich themselves at the expense of everyone else.

Larry Larson

The Chilkat Valley News encourages 
community members to submit 
their thoughts, ideas, thanks 
and opinions in Letters to the 
Editor. Please be respectful and 
offer constructive criticism when 
engaging in civil discourse.

Second Sunday ends in Sunshine 

Cross country coaches thank supporters

Be wary of get-rich-quick economic ploys

LETTERS from page 2

By Kyle Clayton 
Byrne Power, the founder of 

what is now Geppetto’s Junkard, 
is moving to Europe next month 
where he hopes to complete  his 
puppet documentary, ‘Gravity 
from Above,’ that’s ten years in 
the making. 

Power has lived in Haines for 22 
years. He’s worked as the program 
director for KHNS, tour guide for 
Rainbow Glacier Adventures and 
has been pulling puppets’ strings 
in Haines for nearly as long. 

One of Power’s first dives into 
puppetry was with the creation of 
the Lilliputian Sideshow—which 
borrowed a style of puppetry he 
learned about during a visit to 
Czech Republic that utilized “a 
grab bag” of materials to construct 
sets and puppets. “Their sets 
looked like somebody pounded 
them together with loose plywood, 
like they went through an old thrift 
store and found stuff,” Power 
said. “I took a Justin Timberlake 
action-figure and morphed it into 
Joseph Stalin.”

Power became more interested 
in the history of puppetry, also the 
subject of his documentary, and 
created Reckoning Motions. He 
most recently taught a multi-week 
puppet course that culminated in a 
production entitled “21st Century 
Faust”—a modern version of the 
Germanic tale which brought Faust 
into the modern world where Harry 
Potter, smartphones and digital 
media reign supreme. 

In the classic tale of Faust, 
he trades his soul to the demon 
Mephistopheles for all the 
knowledge in the world. In 
Power’s conception of the story, 

that knowledge comes 
to Faust in the form of 
a smartphone. Power’s 
fascination and interest in 
puppetry aims to combat 
what he describes as our 
addiction to electronic 
media  by us ing a 
challenging medium that 
is textured and largely 
unexplored in modern 
popular culture.   

“It’s not this little thing 
for children, or cute little 
folk art,” Power said. 
“Essentially there’s no 
reason why you can’t 
say anything with 
puppetry. I can do deep, 
dark tragedy. I can do 
mysterious things. You 
can take it in all sorts of 
directions. It strikes me 
as a good antidote to our 
digital addictions.”

Power will begin 
his move to Europe 
with a month-long 
residency in France at the 
International Institute in Puppetry 
where he will conduct further 
research for his documentary. 

Later he’ll move to Tbilisi, 
Georgia where he will help create 
and maintain a puppet museum 
and theater. 

Power said he won’t miss the 
infighting in Haines, or slipping on 
ice in the winter, but he will miss a 
few things. “I’m going to miss the 
maritime environment; everything 
related to salmon. I’m going to 
miss going out mushroom hunting 
and all the berries we have.” 

Around 20 friends wished 
Power farewell at a potluck 

Saturday evening at the ANB Hall. 
Geppetto’s Junkard member 

Debi Knight Kennedy attended the 
potluck. She said before meeting 
Power she was a “hide-out-in-the-
woods-make-art-where-nobody-
can-see-me type person,” but now 
finds puppetry the most satisfying 
medium. “It’s beyond anything I 
would have ever dreamed up and 
it’s so much fun,” Knight Kennedy 
said. “I am eternally grateful. 
None of us would have been doing 
puppets otherwise.” 

Power leaves Haines on October 
4. 

Ella Scott and Tyson Combs ate apples with fellow kindergarteners 
at the Anway tree dedicated to Haines children. Jenna Kunze photo.

Power makes move to finish documentary

Bryne Power at his farewell party. 



September 13, 2018 Chilkat Valley News                                                                                 Page 9

Show your support!
Basketball, Cheer, Cross 

Country, DDF, Haines Dolphins, 
Grads, Student Writing and Art, 

Track, Wrestling, Volleyball, 
Thanksgiving food drive, 

Haines Veterans

Chilkat Valley News
Sign up to sponsor 2018-19 booster ads in the

Call 766-2688 or email chilkatnews@gmail.com

Proceeds benefi t school activities, annual scholarship, 
American Legion and the food bank

Curious about something scientific? 
Send in your questions and the Science 

Cowboy will answer them!

Sc ience  Cowboy 
Rides  Again

with Mr.Fontenot
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 

with your science questions for Mr. Fontenot, 
science teacher at Haines High School

Article 
Sponsored 
by: Ella Bredthauer and Akela Silkman

info@edtechinfused.com

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Day      Date             High       Low       Rain
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

71
66
64
65
68
73
71

46
46
44
50 
49
49
47

0
0

trace
trace

0
0
0

68
68
66
62
62
64
70

0
0
0

trace
trace

0
0

September 4
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 9
September 10

35
38
37
38
45
44
45

Day      Date               High       Low       Rain

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather

September 4
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 9
September 10

By Kyle Clayton
The 50th Anniversary of the 

Southeast Alaska State Fair broke 
records, earning more revenue and 
garnering more attendance than 
any previous fair.

Fair executive director Jessica 
Edwards briefed attendees at the 
fair’s annual membership meeting 
Aug. 31 where members provided 
feedback to the fair board and later 
ate a salmon dinner. 

Revenue and attendance 
increased by about 5.5 percent 
this year compared to the 2011 fair, 
which is now the second biggest 
year on record.  

“Those were two super banner 
years, hot and sunny. Weather 
definitely is a huge factor for 
the fair,” Edwards said. “I think 
we always have a core group 
of people who like to come and 
people who decide they’re going to 
come regardless, but then the good 
weather is that extra [motivator].”

The fair hired a marketing firm 
and expanded its advertising 
campaign to target families and 
dual income households with 
no kids (DINKS) in Juneau and 
Whitehorse. “We did have a 
market increase in pre-sales and 
in Whitehorse pre-sales,” Edwards 
said. “We got data on income, 
interests of different user groups 
and demographics.”

The fair’s advertising messages 
targeted the dual  income 

households, which attracts other 
demographics as well, Edwards 
said. “[Baby] Boomers don’t like 
to be marketed to. They go for what 
you’re marketing to the DINKS.”

The fair’s 50th will be Edwards’ 
last as executive director. She will 
step down as director in January 
and serve as the fair’s events 
manager through next August. “I 
really love the events. It’s what 
drew me to it in the first place,” 
Edwards said. “That’s where my 
heart lies.”

Harriett Hall was rennovated 
under Edwards, as well as the 
expansion of renting fair facilites. 
Edwards will move on from the fair 
to become more involved in her 
family business, Haines Rafting 
Company, next August. 

Longtime fair volunteer and 
current events coordinator Aldeana 
Stout is also stepping down. Stout 
started volunteering at the fair in 
1975, the year after she moved to 
town, and has been involved ever 
since. She’s moving to Moab, 
Utah where she hopes to expand 
her catering business and work as 
a personal chef. “I’m seeking my 
fortune,” Stout said.  

At the annual membership 
meeting, the fair board presented 
Stout with a lifetime membership 
to the fair. 

Fair member Thom Ely also 
donated a passenger van to the fair.

50th Fair breaks records,  
Edwards steps down

By Jenna Kunze
The assembly voted on Thursday 

to adopt an ordinance exempting 
sales tax for long term residential 
renters.

The new ordinance defines long 
term as nine months or more, 
and adds that “rent” or “lease” 
refers to a dwelling, apartment, or 
commercial establishment.

“It often happens where 
somebody rents a house — they 
rent it by the month during the 
summer and they rent it long term 
in the winter, but I think even 
that’s going to be minimized by 
this clarification,” said Borough 
Manager Debra Schnabel. “You’re 
either a short term rental facility, or 
you’re a long term rental facility. 
You’re one or the other.”

Additionally, the ordinance 
specifies what is meant by “short 

Sales tax now exempt for renters
term rentals.”

Short term rentals is now defined 
as “a single accessory dwelling 
unit, or room within a dwelling 
which is rented by or on behalf 
of the owner for compensation for 
transient occupancy for a period 
of less than nine months.” 

Vacation rentals, bed and 
breakfasts in private homes, and 
guest rooms in a dwelling are 
included in the definition of a STR.

According to assembly member 
Sean Maidy, who proposed the 
ordinance, the period of nine 
months was determined as the 
threshold for long term rentals 
because of the state’s requirement 
to be in Alaska for nine months in 
order to claim a Permanent Fund 
Dividend (PFD).  

“Is there any way in this at all to 
guarantee that the renters will be 

the beneficiaries of the tax break 
and not the landlords?” assembly 
member Heather Lende asked.

Maidy responded that the most 
standard part of a lease in a town 
where you have sales tax to collect 
is, “Your rent is X amount of 
money, plus sales tax.” According 
to Maidy, landlords “don’t even 
need to amend their current leases, 
because all they need to do is 
realize that plus sales tax now 
means plus zero, unless you are 
classified as a short term rental, 
then plus sales tax still applies.”

Though the vote to adopt passed 
unanimously, assembly member 
Tom Morphet said that, “As we 
do this, we are forfeiting up to 
$75,000 in sales tax revenue that 
we now receive.” He suggested 
that the borough ask those who 

See RENT page 12

A bear cub poses for the camera Saturday as it wandered along the Chilkoot River. Kyle Clayton photo.
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Police Report
Tuesday, September 4 

A Deishu Drive caller reported 
a possible trespasser.

Haines Police Depar tment 
received a request for a welfare 
check at 33 Mile Haines Highway.

A caller requested extra patrols 
due to speeding vehicles on Union 
Street.

A caller reported a vehicle 
parked where prohibited on Third 
Avenue and Main Street.

A Deishu Drive caller requested 
a trespass notice served on an 
individual.

A caller reported a vehicle 
parked where prohibited on Third 
Avenue and Main Street.

A Piedad Road caller reported 
dogs barking.

Investigation continues into 
a report of a possible domestic 
violence assault.

A Haines area caller reported a 
lost set of keys.

Haines PD issued a parking 
citation on Third Avenue and Main 
Street.
Wednesday, September 5

 A caller reported a trailer 
partially in the roadway on the 
Haines Hwy.

A welfare check was conducted 
at 2 Mile Lutak Road.

A 61-year-old female was 
arrested for misconduct involving 
a controlled substance and lodged 
at the Haines jail.

A 36 Mile Haines Hwy caller 
reported a fire in the area that was 
determined to be a controlled burn.

A child’s hooded sweatshirt 
found at Battery Point was placed 
in safekeeping.

A caller reported vehicle and 
bear traffic at the Chilkoot River 
Weir.
Thursday, September 6

A tent found at Chilkoot Lake 
was placed in safekeeping.

A caller reported a trespasser 
returning to their property.

A caller reported a vehicle with 
a loud muffler at Third Avenue and 
Main Street.

A caller reported hearing gun 
shots in the area of Battery Point.

A Haines area caller reported a 
possibly intoxicated driver.
Friday, September 7

A caller reported an improperly 
secured child in a vehicle at 0 Mile 
Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a lost wallet.
A caller on Sawmill Road 

reported noxious fumes from a 
woodstove.

A 34-year-old female was cited 
for driving with a suspended 
license.

A Ma in  S t ree t  bus iness 
requested a trespass notice be 
served on two people.

A Union Street caller reported 
a suspicious person in the area.

A caller reported grazing a 
bear with their vehicle at 3 Mile 
Haines Hwy.

A citizen expressed concern 
regarding a licensed driver on 
Main Street.

A Third Avenue caller reported 
someone staggering in the road.
Saturday, September 8

A caller reported speeding 
vehicles on FAA Road.

A Bear Trail Lane caller inquired 
about the speed limit of a road.

A cal ler on Deishu Dr ive 
repor ted someone who was 
previously trespassing had 
returned.

A found chain saw was returned 
to the owner.

A cal ler  repor ted a loud 
explosion at 32 Mile Haines Hwy.
Sunday, September 9

A caller reported a minor vehicle 
accident at 13 Mile Haines Hwy. 
There were no injuries according 
to the driver.

A jacket and phone found on 
Main Street was returned to the 
owner.

A Sawmill Road caller reported 
a lost credit card.

A caller reported a swerving 
and weaving vehicle at 27 Mile 
Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a vehicle was 
parked where prohibited on Main 
Street.

A caller reported a lost flip 
phone on FAA Road.
Monday, September 10

A found wallet was returned to 
the owner.

H a i n e s  Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e 
Department responded to an 
attended death in Klukwan.

A long term domestic violence 
protective order was served to a 
41-year-old male.

A found necklace was placed in 
safekeeping.

A caller reported someone 
kicking a dog.

A citizen requested assistance 
in retrieving a cell phone.

There were eight 911, six 
canine and five EMS calls, and 
28 vehicle stops.

SMILE! LABORERS
WANTED

Laborers Local 942 is 
looking for Flaggers, General 
Laborers & Pipelayers for 
the Haines Hwy Project. 

Pay is $30.26 per hour, plus 
health & retirement. Drug & 
Fit for Duty test required. 

Please call Linda Murphy 
@ 907-586-2860 in Juneau.

Trust Land Offi ce’s 2018 
Fall Land Sale Auction has 
launched. Parcels available 
are as far south as Ketchikan 
and as far north as Chena 
Hot Springs/Fox. Inquire 
at (907) 269-8658 or visit 
alaskamentalhealthtrust.org

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

             Acupuncture  
                           & 
      Oriental Medicine

  Mon - Tues  766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Culvert Pipe Layer Trainee

Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Culvert Pipe Layer Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Install culvert pipe for roadway storm water crossings. Perform any combination 
of the following tasks:  Construct and align pipes in sections, Cut pipes, Dig and 
grade trenches with trenching tools, pull out defective pipe, seal joints, compact 
earth material, and backfi ll pipe. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to 
inclement weather. Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move 
items up to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and 
equipment.

Minimum qualifi cations for employment: 
High School Diploma or GED equivalent; 18 years of age or older and valid driver’s 
license. Must be able to provide personal transportation to and from work. Must be 
able to read and understand warning signs, operating instructions of equipment, 
job site safety rules and policies.

Southeast Roadbuilders is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) and
 a drug free workplace. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Applications can be provided via e-mail or at our offi  ce 
located at 4.8 mile Haines Highway.

For additional information contact: 
Cheryl at (907) 766-2833
cstickler@colaska.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Offi  ce Manager
Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for an Offi  ce Manager.
Duties include, but not limited to:

This position is responsible for all administrative and accounting functions 
and for ensuring all offi  ce services are functioning effi  ciently and offi  ce tasks 
are accomplished within established deadlines.  The position organizes offi  ce 
operations and procedures, assigns tasks to offi  ce staff , monitors functions, 
measures results against standards and makes necessary adjustments.

Minimum qualifi cations for employment: 
Must be skilled in communication, planning, organization and have sound judgement 
and eff ective problem solving abilities. High school diploma is required, degree in 
Business Administration or equivalent and accounting experience is preferred.

Southeast Roadbuilders is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) and 
a drug free workplace.  Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Applications can be provided via email or at our offi  ce 
located at 4.8 Mile Haines Highway.

For additional information contact:
Brenda at (907) 766-2833 or Bjosephson@colaska.com
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(Un)Classified Ads
GARAGE SALE - Down Sizing! 

Saturday, September 22. 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Moose Horn Laundry 
area. (36-37f)

FOR SALE: 550gallon fuel tank. 
Excellent condition, $300. 767-
5531. (36f)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1 ,300  per  mon th ,  ca l l 
(907)723-1599 or (512)658-
8813. (cb)

SOUTHEAST ALASKA STATE 
FAIR, INC., is searching for 
an exceptional leader to serve 
as its Executive Director. 
Salary DOE; benefits include 
retirement contributions, health 
insurance stipend, vacation 
time. The Executive Director is 
responsible for all aspects of 
the organization, its property, 
and events. Responsibilities 
include financial planning 
and management; property 
management and capital 
project development and 
oversight; staff leadership 
and management; program 
sustainability and growth; 
fundraising; and community 
relationships. A complete job 
description and application 
submission requirements are 
available at www.seakfair.org. 
For more information, contact 
Jessica at director@seakfair.
org or 907-766-2476. Deadline 
to apply is 5 p.m., Oct. 4, 2018 
(36b)

SOUTHEAST ROADBUILDERS 
is accepting applications for 
a Culvert Pipe Layer Trainee. 
High school diploma or GED 
equivalent; 18 years of age 
or older and valid driver’s 
license. Must be able to provide 
personal transportation to and 
from work. Must be able to 
read and understand warning 
signs, operating instructions of 
equipment, job site and safety 
rules and policies. Southeast 
Roadbuilders is an equal 
opportunity employer (EOE) 
and a drug free workplace. 
Women and minorities are 
encouraged to apply. For 
additional information, a full 
job description and application  
visit our office, email cstickler@
colaska.com or call Cheryl at 
766-2833. (33-34b)

CHILKAT VALLEY COMMUNITY 
Foundat ion’s 2018 grant 
cycle is open now through 
September 26th.Grants up 
to $6,000 will be awarded 
to nonprofits (or equivalent 
entities)in the Chilkat Valley 
with typical grant awards 
ranging from $500-$3,500. 
Go to www.chilkatvalleycf.
org or call 766-6868 for more 
information. (30-37)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture 
Point.  Public water to lot, 
approved DEC septic design.  
$250,000 terms possible.  907-
723-1599. (cb)

THE HENDERSON GARDEN 
group is always looking for a 
few energetic, committed and 
like minded gardeners to join 
our group. If ou are interested 
call Bob Lix at 314-3076.

THE HAINES BOROUGH School 
District is accepting sealed 
bids until 4 pm on Wednesday, 
September 26th for a table 
saw located in the shop.  Bids 
must be in a sealed envelope 
with “Table Saw” marked on the 
outside.  Please include your 
name, contact information, 
and bid amount.  For questions 
please call Ashley at 766-6725. 
(36-37b)

ROOM FOR RENT w/kitchen. Fort 
Seward Officers’ Row. Fully 
furnished, all utilities included.  
Available until November 15th. 
Call 766-2708. (36f)

SOUTHEAST ROADBUILDERS 
is accepting applications for 
an Office Manager. Must be 
skil led in communication, 
planning, organization and 
have sound judgement and 
effective problem solving 
abilities. High school diploma 
is required, degree in Business 
Administration or equivalent 
a c c o u n t i n g  ex p e r i e n c e 
i s  p re fe r red . Sou theas t 
Roadbuilders is an equal 
opportunity employer (EOE) 
and a drug free workplace. 
Women and minorities are 
encouraged to apply. For 
additional information, a full job 
description and application  visit 
our office, email bjosephson@
colaska.com or call Brenda at 
766-2833. (33-34b)

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Pet of the Week

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Baked locally every week!
Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 

every Monday. For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call (907)515-7179.

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

Surf  Fisheries Supply
In Stock Now!

Patch Web
5”  5-1/8”  5-1/4”  5-5/8”  6”

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  Tu-Sat

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Monitor and Toyo Stove 
repair and installation,

Stihl outdoor equipment 
in stock & Tire repair 

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours 
Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat • 10 am - 3 pm

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals
hours

Mon-Sat, 9A-5:30P

766-2869

TWO BEDROOM clean and 
beautiful unit available on a 
sunny lot with a view on Piedad 
Road. Rent includes water & 
sewer, $950 plus heat & electric. 
Garage space available for an 
additional amount.  314-3244. 
(36b)

KLUKWAN SCHOOL Employment 
Oppor tuni ty. Bus Dr iver- 
PT, 2018-19 School Year. If 
interested, contact ejack@
chathamsd.org or call the 
Chatham School District Office:  
907-788-3302. (35-38p)

FOR SALE: F/V AVERILL JEAN 
fiberglass 34’ gillnetter. Has 
had substantial maintenence 
and upgrades in recent years. 
Contact Terry Pardee (agent for 
seller) 766-2154. (cb)

Subscribe to the

Chilkat Valley News

Local $46.42 � Alaska $51 � Outside $57

Informative, Entertaining, Economical 
AND it lasts the whole year!

SSSSSSSSenddddddd your subbbbbbbscriiiiiipttiiiiiion orddddddder 
and payment to:

Chilkat Valley News
Box 630

Haines, AK 99827
or visit us online at 

www..cchilkaattvaalleeyyyyyneewss..ccoom

Name:
Mailing Address:

Buy a 

subscription

for yourself 

or a friend!

��
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Subscribe 
to the 

CVN
Subscribing 

helps support 
independent 
journalism 
in Haines!

By Liam Cassidy 
CVN Sports Columnist 

The Haines Glacier Bears 
worked hard in Petersburg last 
Friday in their last regular season 
clash with the other runners who 
are trying to put the clampdown 
on a trip to the state meet in 
Anchorage. The boys finished 
third in the small school division 
behind Sitka and Petersburg, while 
the girls took second, trailing 
only Petersburg. Six Glacier Bear 
runners set personal records on 
Petersburg’s hilly, two- lap course 
that begins and ends at Sandy 
Beach on Frederick Sound. 

“It was a good race,” said Haines 
Coach Chandler Kemp. “We had 
[personal records] at all levels.”

Siyel George placed fourth 
of 115 boys, finishing in 17:25, 
46 seconds behind race winner 
Dominic Bacciocco of Sitka. 
Haines third and fourth scorers 
were separated by less than a 
second, as Carson Crager advanced 
several positions in his second lap 
and charged down the homestretch 
to finish within hundredths of a 
second within teammate Mark 
Davis and Petersburg’s Koren 
Spurl. Crager and Kamakana 
Kanahele established personal 
records in the race.

In the girl’s race, Avery 
Williamson ran to a personal best 
in her third high school race. She 
finished sixth in a field of 82 by 
running a 21:46. Coach Kemp 
was impressed. “Avery has done 
a really good job as a freshman,” 
Kemp said. “She’s been fearless, 
going out with the front pack in 

every race. Her bold racing has set 
the tone for the team and helped 
everyone perform better.”  

Kemp said that his team 
received praise from veteran rival 
coaches for their focus and for the 
camaraderie they showed as a team 
as well as with opposing teams.

Lydia Andriesen, Dori Getchell 
and Yzella Miramontes also set 
personal records. Andriesen spoke 
about the keys to her breakout 
sophomore season. “The training 
camp did a lot. I got a lot stronger. 
It’s helped having teammates to 
pace myself with at practice,” 
Andriesen said. “Since we’ve had 
three races, I’ve learned who I 
can race with. There’s a girl from 
Thunder Mountain that I keep an 
eye on and I try to stay close with 
Haley [Boron].”

The Region 5 meet will be held 
on Sep. 22 on Juneau’s hilly, three 
lap Treadwell Park race course. 
The race will determine the top 
three teams and top 15 individuals 
who will earn their bib for the state 
championship race at Bartlett High 
School in Anchorage. 

Looking ahead to the big race, 
Davis said, “My goal is to PR, 
definitely, and hopefully make it 
to state as an individual and as a 
team. I want to figure out my best 
pace, especially at the beginning 
of the race.”

“Both teams have a good chance 
of qualifying because the both have 
a lot of heart and we all want to 
do well,” Boron said. 

This Saturday, the teams will 
host a 5-kilometer time trial at 
the fairgrounds. The run will give 

coaches a final chance to figure 
out the seven varsity runners that 
each team can enter in the regional 
showdown. All Glacier Bear team 
members will travel to compete in 
either the varsity or citizens’ race 
in Juneau.

Community members of all ages 
are invited to join the Glacier Bears 
for the 5K and encouraged to do so 
in costume. Interested participants 
should meet in the fair parking lot 
no later than 8:45 a.m. The run 
will be followed by a bacon and 
pancake brunch in the high school 
cafeteria. Both the race and the 
brunch cost $10, with proceeds 
supporting the teams’ journey to 
regionals and potentially state.

Meet Results:

Boys
4) Siyel George 17:25
24) Kirby Faverty 19:07
31) Mark Davis 19:29
33) Carson Crager 19:29 PR
62) Patrick Cunningham 20:57
91) Eli Williamson 22:56
101) Kamakana Kanahele    

24:16 PR

Girls
6) Avery Williamson 21:46 PR
17) Hannah Boron 23:12
36) Marirose Evenden 24:42
43) Haley Boron 25:31 SR
54) Lydia Andriesen 26:44 PR
63) Dori Getchell 27:20 PR
76) Yzella Miramontes 28:52 

PR

currently receive senior property 
tax exemptions to pay more, “with 
wording like, the borough would 
gratefully accept any amount 
toward your full assessment.”

Assembly member Tresham 
Gregg asked how, given a  potential 
$75,000 loss, this ordinance is 
going to help the borough.

“It’s not always about money,” 
Maidy said. “It’s about ridding a 
regressive tax and putting a little 
bit of money into the pockets of 
people most affected.” 

Maidy also said the revenue 
the borough brought in from the 
excise tax on tobacco imposed 
earlier this year could make up 
for the loss “So, by [imposing] a 

regressive tax on a choice, which 
is to smoke, and removing it from a 
regressive tax [on something] you 
need to survive, which is shelter 
and housing, that’s as close as I 
can get to balancing it out.”

“This is a value-based decision 
and has nothing to do with making 
money for the borough,” said 
assembly member Stephanie 
Scott.

A m o n g  S o u t h e a s t 
communities, Petersburg and 
Juneau exempt sales tax on 
residential renters. Ketchikan 
exempts sales tax on rentals in 
excess of $1,000. Sitka, Wrangell 
and Skagway all charge sales tax 
on rent.

RENT from page 9Glacier Bears prepare for Region 5 meet


