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School to consider travel changes - page 4Assembly nixes local ferry funding - page 3

Hundreds rally to restore marine highway

One in three racers 
finish 51st Alcan 200

Preserve council seeks to 
repeal Parks regulation 

Town hall to 
chip away at 

biomass project

Timber sale stalled despite 
trade deal progress

About 225 residents signed a “Save Our Ferries” poster during a rally Tuesday that mayor Jan Hill will 
take to the legislature next week. The rally, in solidarity with communities across Southeast, advocated for 
appropriate ferry service in the face of cuts to the Alaska Marine Highway System and mechanical issues 
that have plagued vessels and service across the region. Kyle Clayton photo. 

By Kyle Clayton 
In a recent borough memo, public 

facilities director Ed Coffland said 
the Haines biomass boiler project 
isn’t economical, that the cost of 
purchasing wood chips is more 
than buying fuel oil. Coffland 
recommended to the borough 
manager that the government should 
not proceed with the project. In 
response, the borough assembly at 
its Jan. 28 meeting scheduled a town 
hall meeting at the end of February 
to discuss the issue. 

Project proponents say  Cofflands’s 
analysis is too shallow. It leaves out 
the net savings after operating costs 
are factored in. It doesn’t consider 
the value that creating a local wood-
chip market would bring to the local 
economy or the long-term benefit of 
becoming more energy independent 
by displacing fossil fuels with local 
timber for heat.

“There’s no reason why this 
couldn’t work here. But you have to 
be willing, as a community, to agree 
there’s a value in it that’s beyond 
the dollars and cents, at the end of 
the day,” Haines state forester Greg 
Palmieri told the CVN.  

The borough has about $1 million 
in available grant funding for a 
biomass boiler that’s estimated to cost 
a total of $2.5 million. The project 
at its largest scope would heat the 
school, pool, library, administration 
building, and the school’s vocational 
education building.  It would displace 
40,000 gallons of fuel oil and save 
the borough $45,000 including 
operations and maintenance of 
the boiler compared to the fuel oil 
system, according to a report by 
Wisewood Energy, the company 
contracted to design a biomass boiler 
system. 

Wisewood’s savings estimate 
includes locally manufactured chips 
that cost $95 per ton, assuming the 
borough purchased and then leased a 
wood chipper to an interested party. 
The borough lost a grant to buy a 
chipper when it learned it couldn’t 
lease the machine to a third party. 
Not including the defrayed cost of 
purchasing a chipper, Palmieri said he 
analyzed local logging costs and the 
cost of running the Tok woodchipper 
and came up with $85 per ton to 
make locally made chips. Tok pays 
about $65 per ton when purchasing 
chips for its boiler, and Craig pays 
$30 for chips from Viking Lumber 
on Prince of Whales. 

Palmieri has tracked biomass boiler 
projects across the region in towns 
including Craig, Coffman Cove, 
Thorne Bay and Tok. Palmieri’s 
vision of biomass heat includes 
that of becoming more energy 
independent and growing a local 
industry by harvesting local timber 
from the Haines State Forest that a 
private company would chip in town. 

“We have a sustainable resource 
that’s available in the Haines State 
Forest that’s unrealized,” Palmieri 
said. “We wouldn’t have to surpass 
the annual allowable cut to make 
something like that realistic. We need 
to do anything we can to get off as 
much fossil fuels as we possibly can.”

Displacing that fossil fuel is 
See BIO page 5

The University of Alaska’s timber sale in Haines remains on hold 
despite last month’s announcement of a U.S. trade deal with China. 

While phase one of the trade deal listed several varieties of wood 
products, there has been no tariff reduction on logs sold to China, said 
Rose Braden, president of Softwood Export Council, which works to 
expand the overseas market for conifer and evergreen wood products. 
The tariff on logs remains at 10%, she said. 

In a Feb. 5 newsletter, UA land management office liaison Morgan 
Howard cited current tariffs and the “uncertainty in knowing when the 
trade war will end” as the reasons for the continued delay. The potential 
buyer, who will remain anonymous until after the transaction, will 
continue to work toward an eventual sale by developing the timber 
market and infrastructure necessary for the project, Howard wrote.

Sale negotiations began in March 2018 but have been delayed since 
August due to the ongoing trade war with China. Howard said he will 
continue to provide updates about the sale via newsletter.

By Ceri Godinez
Melted pistons, blown belts, an 

engine fire and a broken limb ensured 
the majority of racers did not finish 
this year’s Alcan 200. The race had 
17 entrants, and of those, only six 
crossed the finish line.

While the race presents a risk 
for both racer and sled, as well as 
a substantial financial investment, 
it is irresistible to the adrenaline-
fueled subset of the snowmachine 
community that embraces the feeling 
of flying over open road.

Whitehorse racer Ben Sternbergh 
said while  there are  other 
snowmachine competitions like drag 
racing and hillcross, the Alcan 200 
is the only race that gives riders the 
opportunity to gun it on 155 miles 
of paved highway.

Postponement and canceled ferry 
sailings led to a smaller field of 
competitors at this year’s race. Chris 
Brooks, who had won the last three 
Alcans, was unable to compete due to 
an inflexible work schedule. Juneau 
resident Tyler Ferrin couldn’t make 
it because of the ferry issues, said his 
brother and Alcan 200 regular Zack 
Ferrin, who was unable to race due 
to medical issues.

Zack Ferrin said his parents were 
relieved when they heard their 
sons would not be endangering 
themselves at this year’s race.

The number of competitors began 
dwindling almost as soon as the 
race began. The 14-passenger van 
charged with collecting racers who’d 

scratched picked up its first passenger 
after rounding the corner from the 
starting line.

“I  melted a piston,” said Sternbergh, 
one of the first racers to break down, 
as he took a seat in the van.

“There are beers in the back,” 
said Justin Mitman, the volunteer 
van driver. 

Sternbergh said he tested his sled 
before the race to make sure it was 
running properly, but he either didn’t 
warm it up enough or didn’t give it 
enough fuel. “If your air-fuel mixture 
is too lean—too much air,  not enough 
fuel—you generate too much heat 
and it can melt the aluminum,” he 
said.

Many of the racers who dropped 
out in the first few miles cited similar 
piston issues. Sternbergh said that 
type of problem tends to crop up 
early on or during elevation changes.

“A lot of winning comes down to 
tuning the sled, making sure you have 
the right setup,” Sternbergh said. 
Secondary factors are the capability 
of  the rider and  “nerve, how hard 
you want to push,” he said. Luck 
plays a very minor role, he added.

The first five racers who scratched 
were breakdowns. By the time the 
sweeper van arrived, racers were 
sitting on their machines, looking a 
little bored or cold. Rick Campbell 
was sitting on his machine smoking 
a cigarette when the van pulled up.

People spend thousands to do this, 

See RACE page 6

By Ceri Godinez 
More than 225 Haines residents 

gathered at the public safety building 
at noon on Tuesday to rally in support 
of the ferry system. “A diverse group 
united by a profound need” were 
the words event organizer Vanessa 
Salmon used to describe the crowd 
who waved signs and cheered as she 
spoke. The turnout, Salmon said, had 
exceeded her expectations.

The Haines Save our Ferries rally 
was one of several held in coastal 
communities including Skagway, 
Petersburg, Cordova, Anchorage, 
Juneau, and Kake to show support 
for an adequate level of  ferry service. 

Rally attendees held signs with 
slogans like “MOFGA—make our 
ferries great again” and “Save the 
blue canoe.” Foregoing a traditional 
sign, Haines resident John Norton 
said he spent an hour assembling the 
three-dimensional cardboard ferry 
hat he wore.

“Giving people an opportunity to 
be seen and heard on this issue… 
is critical,” Salmon said. She took 
the lead in organizing the rally after 
“news came out that we’d have no 
ferries for a month. A lot of people 
jumped in and expressed interest in 
doing something, with the goal of 
raising our voices in support of a 
reliable and reasonably funded ferry 
system.” 

Other speakers at the event shared 
stories about the impact the lack of 
service is having on the youngest and 
oldest members of the community.

Margaret Sebens, from Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living, 
described the severe impact the 
ferry breakdown has had on the 
elderly and people with disabilities. 
Alaska Marine Highway System 
vessels are set up to serve people 
in wheelchairs, she said. While the 
Allen Marine charter in January 
allowed many stuck in Juneau to 
return home, it was a less than ideal 
alternative since getting on and off 
the ship is extremely challenging for 

people in wheelchairs. One man had 
to be carried because his wheelchair 
could not handle the dock in the Small 
Boat Harbor, she said. 

Without the ferry, Chilkat Valley 
resident Ed Warren had to put 
off a CAT scan because he is in a 
wheelchair and can’t fly, Sebens 
said. Other seniors, she said, are on 
fixed incomes and can’t afford to get 
stuck in Juneau when they travel for 
medical appointments. 

“Having accessible, safe, reliable 
transportation for all is not a lifestyle 
choice. It is a right, and it is the right 
thing to do,” Sebens said.

Caroline Hankins, site manager 
for the Haines Senior Center, said 
the past month had taken a toll on 
older people in the community. She 
shared the story of a senior who was 
stuck in Juneau for a week after the 
Matanuska broke down. Another 

was forced to cancel an appointment 
with the cardiologist due to lack of 
transportation, she said. 

Some seniors are unable to fly 
because of their wheelchairs or 
oxygen tanks, Hankins said. Others 
waited for medication during the 
week in late January when planes 
were unable to fly due to weather. 
During this same time, the food bank 
ran dangerously low on provisions, 

which a number of seniors depend 
on for meals, she said.

High school student Brennan 
Palmieri, who had just returned 
from Juneau, said the ferry system 
is important for students in terms of 
academics and nutrition. In some 
communities, he said, the ferry brings 
produce for school lunches. In other 

See RALLY page 8

Alcan 200 kicks off at a starting line near the Haines-Canada border. Ceri Godinez photo.

By CVN Staff  
The Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve Advisory Council is seeking repeal 

of a regulation restricting firearms use in the preserve. Council members 
voted Wednesday to draft a request for immediate lifting of a ban on gun 
use within a half-mile of a developed facility in the preserve.

The law was questioned after a citation was issued for hunting a bear at 
20.5 Mile Haines Highway, not far from the Jilkaat Kwan Cultural Center.

The issue is also of concern to the Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game 
advisory committee, which met last week and discussed Alaska State Park 
jurisdiction in the preserve and the possibility of amending state park 
regulations.

In 1988, regulations for the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve were 
established by DNR regulating a swath of activities in the preserve, including 
the use and discharge of weapons within one-half mile of a developed facility. 

Some say that firearms use is traditional in the preserve and shouldn’t be 
curtailed; others question whether required public hearings were held in 
1988 when the regulations were adopted.

Members of the Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
say they don’t remember public hearings at the time. “When were the public 
hearings?” Tim McDonough, committee chair, asked at a meeting last week. 

According to CVN records, DNR posted a legal notice in a Jan. 15, 1987 
edition for meetings in Haines and Klukwan later that month to discuss, 
among other preserve regulation amendments, “the discharge of firearms.” 

In that Jan. 29, 1987 public meeting “snowmobilers to hunting guides 
and Klukwan residents” commented about their concerns to DNR, a CVN 
article reports. Concerns included the need for maintaining traditional uses, 
the high cost of insurance for guides and giving the Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Advisory Board more responsibility in regulating the preserve. The article 
and DNR legal notice reference a Feb. 20 deadline for public comments 
on the draft regulations. 

CVN archives report heavy involvement from the public regarding preserve 
regulations through the years of 1984 through 1988.

In 1984, DNR agreed to “wipe the slate clean” and let the public be 
more involved in proposing preserve regulations. Multiple public meetings 

See HUNT page 5
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February is the month to celebrate Elizabeth Peratrovich day, 
honoring a pioneer in Alaska civil rights. Haines schools will have 
a 9 a.m. assembly on Tuesday, February 18. Elizabeth was a Tlingit 
woman whose powerful speech in the Territorial Legislature influenced 
passage of the anti-discrimination law – 19 years before 1964 and 
the lower 48’s civil rights era.

At noon on February 12, the U.S. Mint will begin selling a new gold 
one dollar coin that honors her. The coin’s design was unveiled last 
October at the Anchorage convention of the Alaska Native Brotherhood 
and Alaska Native Sisterhood. The Alaska Senate and House passed 
HJR9 asking that 5 million coins be minted for general circulation. 
Please write or go online to contact Senators Murkowski and Sullivan 
and Rep. Young to ask for their support of this resolution.

For further information, please visit www.anbansgc.org. To order 
coins by the roll (25), bag (100), or box (250), go online to the U.S. 
Mint: catalog.usmint.gov/native-american-1-coin-2020-rolls-bags-
and-boxes-MASTER_NA2020RBB.html?

Carol Duis
ANS Camp 5 and ANS Grand (State) Secretary

As I sit in the sauna at the Haines pool, I am filled with gratitude 
to the people who gave their time, energy, and expertise to make it 
happen. It is a great beneficial resource for our communityʼs health 
and a joy to use. Thank you all for your hard work and generosity!

Sincerely,
Keri Eggleston

Among Sean Parnell’s various bad decisions as Alaska’s 
Governor—made with the Republican-led legislature—was building 
ferries outside the competitive bidding system used normally to fund 
federal transportation projects.  For ferries Tazlina and Hubbard, 
the state paid essentially 100% of the construction cost, instead of 
an affordable 10%.  It turns out that Alaska never could afford such 
rogue fiscal policy.  

While sailing the good ship AMHS away from the mooring of 
entrepreneurial, bid-based contracting, Parnell and his Republican 
allies gushed about good jobs at Ketchikan’s in-state shipyard.  
Alaska was nuts to build ferries Tazlina and Hubbard outside this 
system: feds pay 90%, states pay 10%, and the winning bidder is the 
qualified ship-builder who can do it for less. Tazlina and Hubbard each 
initially cost $120-million, plus $30 million for crew accommodations 
and doors that work: total $150 million each.  Hypothetically, how 
many “Tazlinas” might we have built if each one only cost the state 
$15-million?  You do the math.  This unsound fiscal policy is shocking 
and, I pray, history. 

Can Alaska rebuild its ferry fleet?  I’m sure we will.  But today, 
with ten of eleven ferries tied to the dock, it’s a challenge to imagine.  
When these very expensive vessels are next being considered for 
funding—damn it— we reap the 90/10 windfall and give all shipyards 
a fair shot: Gulf coast, Seattle, Portland, Ketchikan, etc.  We’ll be 
money way ahead.  No more sweetheart deals for Ketchikan.

Burl Sheldon

Letters to the Editor
Note Elizabeth Peratrovich Day

Duly Noted

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
Thursday, February 13

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00 
– 11:00 a.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.

Tourism advisory board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

Lynn Canal Toastmasters,  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill 
in a supportive environment. Second and fourth 
Thursdays monthly. For more information, contact 
Ron at 766-3703.

NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building 
every Thursday.

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Environmental Assesment Public Comment 
Period and Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Cen-
ter. Presented by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Alaska District. Will present an overview of the 
proposed Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline Milepost 17.7 
Remediation Project. See official Public Notice for 
more information.

NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gate-
way Building every Thursday.
Friday, February 14 Valentine’s day.

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Sheldon Museum. Bring a lunch and lend- an 
ear! Tom Morphet will give a presentation on News-
papers and Community Health.
Saturday, February 15

Budget Priorities Workshop, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Motorized Companion Rescue certified train-
ing course, starts 5:30 p.m. Saturday night class 
and Sunday field day. Contact Timothy Thomas at 
timtomakhs@gmail.com or 796-9263. Cost $100.

Haines Chamber of Commerce Membership 
Appreciation Banquet, 7:00 p.m. at the Harriett 
Hall. Theme: “Havana Nights”.

Casino Night & Dance Party, 9:00 p.m. at 
Harriett Hall. Sponsored by the Haines Chamber 
of Commerce. Tickets are $10 at the door. Live 
DJ, dance demonstrations from Anaya Latin Dance 
company. There also will be Black Jack, Craps, 
and Roulette.
Monday, February 17

Northern Light Showcase, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Rescheduled from January 19th. 
Tickets at the door.
Tuesday, February 18

Elizabeth Peratrovich Celebration, 9:00 a.m. at 
the high school gym.

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed 
Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities, 
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young 
children at Mosquito Lake School Community 
Center. Library books can be checked out as well. 
766-6422. 

Code Review Commission meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
at the assembly chambers.

Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Le-
gion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to 
support scholarship fundraising.

Commerce Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Wednesday, February 19
Bear Task Force meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the as-

sembly chambers.
Learn How To… Cook (intro), 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

at the Library. Learn basic cooking techniques from 
chef Travis Kukull.

Movie Night – Rescheduled, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum. Silent movie night featuring 
the 1928 film “The Passion of Joan of Arc”. Doors 
open at 6:45 p.m. $5 at the door; FREE for museum 
members.
Thursday, February 20

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

Parks & Rec Advisory Committee meeting, 
4:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Winterfest: Free backcountry skills workshop, 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Library. Theme: Commu-
nication Devices. Presented by the Department of 
Public Safety.

River Talk, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center Lob-
by. Theme: “Barracks Banter – Tales & Tunes”. $7 
per person.
Friday, February 21

Winterfest: Avalanche Beacon Race, 5:30 p.m. 
at Haines Brewing Co.
Saturday, February 22

Winterfest: Kat to Koot! Human-powered 
Alpine Race, starts 8:00 a.m. at Fairweather Ski 
Works in Dalton City.

Winterfest: Mountainfilm, 6:30 p.m. at Harriett 
Hall in SEAK Fairgrounds. 12 Short Adventure 
Films.
Sunday, February 23

Miles Klehini Ski Classic, 12:00 p.m. at 25 
Mile. 5K Youth Race, then at 12:30 p.m. 10K 
Cross Cuntry Ski race. Call 766-2610 for more 
information. 

Gideon Freudmann “CelloBop” concert, 7:00 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Presented by the Haines 
Arts Council.
Monday, February 24

History Day awards Ceremony, Time TBD. 
Showcasing the History day Projects of Mrs. An-
driesen’s Social Studies class.
Wednesday, February 26

Learn How To… Puppetry, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at 
the Sheldon Museum. Explore the museum’s new 
art and wellness exhibit – “Hale and HeARTy” – 
and learn more about puppets and shadow puppets.
Thursday, February 27

Lynn Canal Toastmasters,  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill 
in a supportive environment. Second and fourth 
Thursdays monthly. For more information, contact 
Ron at 766-3703.

Lynn Canal Broadcasting (KHNS) Board of 
Directors meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the Chilkat Center 
Board Room. The public is welcome to attend.
Friday, February 28

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Sheldon Museum. Bring a lunch and lend an 
ear! Jenny Lyn Smith will present on her experi-
ences over 50 years of making Northwest Coast 
Art. 
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Thank you for the Sauna!

State’s poor fiscal decision a factor with ferries

By Sylvia Heinz 
Janet and Jim Hayes drove to 

Anchorage with just more than 
1,000 pieces of clothing and 59 
pairs of shoes for their annual 
“blessings trip.” They donated the 
truckload of unsold items from 
La Loft to the Brother Francis 
Shelter and a family in Tok that 
lost their home to a fire. “It’s 
pretty heartbreaking,” Janet said. 
“Being homeless in Alaska would 
be extremely hard.”

Scott Rossman recently re-
turned from his dad’s memorial 
service in New York. “My dad 
died in the house that he was born 
in 87 years ago. Not many people 
do that,” he said. Rossman’s dad, 
Ralph D. Rossman, was a farmer 
from Almond, New York, who 
enjoyed hunting and fishing, bee-
keeping, and making maple syr-
up. The trip was Scott Rossman’s 
first venture through Juneau since 
2012 and his second trip through 
TSA in 20 years. “Either the seats 
got smaller or I got bigger,” he 
said.

The Haines Presbyterian 
Church hosted its traditional Val-
entine’s Tea on Saturday. Initiated 
in 1970 by Miriam Cameron, the 
annual event was well attended 
by a demographic spanning ba-
bies to elders in their 90s. Attend-
ees sipped tea from fine china and 
antique teacups donated through 
the years by church members. 
“It’s a time to sit and visit while 
enjoying lovely little treats,” said 
Shannon McPhetres. Live piano 
music was performed by Bill An-
nis. 

Eight people joined Inner Tube 
Water Polo at the Haines Bor-
ough Pool two weeks ago, and 
that number grew to 12 for the 
second game last Saturday. Life-
guard Jessie Adams Weinert is 
organizing with the help of pool 
manager RaeAnn Miner. No ex-
perience is necessary to join the 
games happening every Saturday, 

1-2pm. Games are open to anyone 
over 12 years of age.

The Haines women’s basketball 
players spent a wild weekend at 
the Yukon Lights Out basketball 
tournament in Whitehorse. “We 
suffered multiple injuries, played 
a game with only four players 
and encountered a team of pro-
fessional basketball players from 
Vancouver” said player Keely 
Baumgartner. “Just another ex-
ample of how our community is 
so amazing and I’m super proud 
to call Haines home and these 
people my family.” She said the 
most inspiring part of the week-
end was watching two Haines 
women who happened to be in 
Whitehorse join the game. “Nei-
ther of these women have ever 
played basketball before but they 
were so brave and went for it!” 
she said.

Jeff Haisler, who helped oper-
ate Haisler’s Hardware in Haines 
for decades, is working at De-
Hart’s in Juneau. Jeff said he en-
joys seeing Haines friends and has 
apartment #1 overlooking Auke 
Bay above the store. He plans to 
return to the Chilkat Valley next 
summer.

Seth Waldo is working aboard 
the pollock trawler Ocean Rover 
in the Bering Sea. He spent time 
in Seattle preparing the 200-foot 
ship, then headed to Dutch Har-
bor. The American Seafood ves-
sel off-loaded its first catch Jan. 
29. Grandmom Carol Waldo 
tracks Seth’s ship by GPS on her 
computer. Seth plans to work as a 
sportfishing guide in Haines this 
summer. 

Betty Ewing, Alice Kasko, Al-
ice’s daughter Denise and grand-
daughter Alicia got trapped in 
the elevator aboard the new ferry 
Tazlina before the vessel was 
sidelined for “warranty repairs.” 
The group was disembarking in 
Juneau when the elevator doors 
closed, then wouldn’t open. “We 

were in there a good 15 minutes,” 
Ewing said. “Nobody panicked 
but we were pushing all the but-
tons.” Ewing said ferry workers 
eventually opened the doors with 
a crowbar. 

Carol Duis said Haines Alas-
ka Native Sisterhood members 
didn’t have go far to find a sign 
for Tuesday’s ferry rally. In the 
basement of the Haines ANB 
Hall, they found a cardboard ship 
they had created in 2013 for the 
50th anniversary celebration of 
the Alaska Marine Highway, 
marked in Haines by a docking 
of the ferry Malaspina at the Port 
Chilkoot Dock.  Duis is treasurer 
of the Haines ANS.

Thank you for your support!    
Together we are making a difference!!

Becky’s Place Haven of Hope
 PO Box 1506, Haines, AK 99827•766-2105

Becky’s 
Place

Please remember Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope, local “safe house” in 

Haines, when you file your PFD this year. 
Your giving helps provide shelter, food, 

clothing, and medical assistance to women, 
children and men in abusive situations.   

Pick, Click, and Give! 

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Public Safety Building Apparatus Door Replacement
Soliciting proposals from qualified individuals to pro-

vide evaluation of condition of door openings, and de-
termine any requirements for installation of new appara-
tus doors.  Proposal deadline: 3pm, 03/20/20 to Borough 
Clerk’s Office- proposals may be mailed, emailed, hand-de-
livered or faxed. More information is available at www.
hainesalaska.gov/rfps or from the Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us or 907-766-6402.

Referees, Clock and Score Keepers 
needed for the CYD Triple Threat 
Basketball Tournament 
March 6th - 8th, 
Support your CYD Basketball
teams by watching or volunteering!
Text/Call Ben Bard (907)314-2340 
or email bbard@haines.ak.us
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In a café setting, locals share their stories and musicians share their music.

Thursday, February 20 in the Chilkat Center lobby 
Theme: “Barracks Banter - Stories of the Fort”

Sponsored by Lynn Canal Community Players & Alaska Arts Confluence

River Talk
Raevyn’s Cafe

Winter/Spring hours
Starting January 29th

Wednesday - Saturday, 4-8

Please help  spread the word 
of our new schedule change!

Thank you all for your 
continued support!

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

You will 
this new listing!

Commercial or residential use.  3 lots near 
downtown being sold together.  +/- .63 Acres 

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Haines Borough 
School District
Presents:
Elizabeth Peratrovich
Day Celebration
Tuesday, Feb. 18
High School Gym, 9am
For more info, contact Natalie 
Benassi at nbenassi@hbsd.net

Haines 
Senior Village

Accepting applications 
for future openings for 
one and two bedroom 

apartments.
55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Borough-subsidized ferry 
untenable, assembly says

Funding for port repairs 
remains elusive

Glacier Bears boys fall in final 
seconds against Metlakatla

New Tier 3 bill recevies 
local opposition in 
House committee

Residents route through Canada to fly

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Glacier Bears boys 

basketball team fell twice to 
the Metlakatla Chiefs after two 
breathless comebacks by the scrappy 
Haines squad. 

“I don’t know that I’ve seen such 
a furious comeback in a long time,” 
said a Metlakatla announcer Tuesday 
evening after Haines, down by 20 
points at the half, scored 52 points 
in the third and second quarters to 
narrow the Chiefs’ lead to two. 

In the first half, Haines couldn’t 
get their shots to drop and only 
scored five points. The boys came out 
with a fury after the abysmal start, 
particularly senior Kirby Faverty 
who scored 35 points in the half. 

Junior Mark Davis hit back-to-
back three-point shots to close the 
spread to single digits. 

The Chiefs, frazzled by the 
dizzying comeback, repeatedly 
turned the ball over, giving the Bears 
more and more opportunities. 

“This is the definition of a 
meltdown right now,” the Metlakatla 

announcer said with minutes left in 
the game. 

Haines was forced to foul the 
Chiefs to save time, which the Chiefs 
mostly failed to convert. With less 
than a minute left, Faverty narrowed 
the lead to two points after he was 
fouled and hit both free throws. 

Met scored one at the line in a later 
possession. Haines had one chance 
to hit a three-pointer to tie the game. 
Faverty shot a long three, but the 
ball fell short. Haines fouled and the 
Chief sunk both shots with seconds 
left, holding on with a 62-57 win. 

The Bears kept a better pace with 
the Chiefs Monday night, although 
they stayed down most of the night. 
Freshman Luke Davis helped the 
bears claw back after a steal and 
successful drive followed by a 
three-point shot which tied the game 
52-52 with 17 seconds left in the 
final quarter. 

Metlakatla’s Elijah Caspersen 
made a buzzer-beating drive to the 
hoop, giving the Chiefs a 54-52 win. 

The boys are 2-2 against the Chiefs, 

beating them twice at home. The 
Bears’ season record is 9-5. 

The lady Glacier Bears also lost 
twice to the Miss Chiefs. 

On Monday, the Miss Chiefs took 
an early 15-4 lead in the first quarter. 
The Bears fought back harder in the 
second half, scoring 20 of their 30 
points in the third and fourth quarters. 
Turnovers, however, plagued the 
Glacier Bears. They gave up the 
ball more than 20 times compared 
to a dozen Metlakatla turnovers. 
The Metlakatla squad kept the 
momentum going for a 50-30 win.

The Glacier Bears girls fell 
Tuesday, 35-64. 

Head coach Coleman Stanford 
said he was happy with his team’s 
defensive play, but said the girls need 
to be more aggressive on offense. 
“We’re looking at attacking the 
basket on offense,” Stanford said. 
“Our defense is looking pretty good.”

The teams traveled to Craig for 
two more away games this week. 
They’ll play games in Wrangell and 
Petersburg the last week of February. 

By Ceri Godinez 
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted to send a letter requesting the 
legislature allocate funds to cover 
service gaps after the breakdown 
of the Matanuska, the last state 
ferry serving many Southeast 
communities. 

The decision emerged from a 
discussion about the possibility of 
borough-subsidized ferry service 
at the Feb. 11 assembly meeting. 
Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
said she added the topic to the agenda 
after at least six people asked her 
whether this was something the 
borough was considering.

At the meeting, Schnabel 
explained that borough-subsidized 
service might look something like 
the borough paying Allen Marine 

$7,000, or whatever price they asked, 
to charter a vessel. The borough could 
then ask passengers to purchase 
tickets to offset the cost, she said. 
“Whatever the borough is unable to 
raise in revenue would be paid for 
by taxpayers,” she said.

Assembly member Gabe Thomas 
suggested coordinating with the 
school district to get a sense of their 
needs. Schnabel said the district has 
considerable transportation needs, 
citing several upcoming sporting 
events. If the weather holds, the 
school will pay to transport students 
on planes, and if not, they will be 
paying for hotel rooms, she said. 
“They are very much in need of 
support for that.”

See FERRY page 8

By Ceri Godinez
Whitehorse is the new Juneau 

for many air travelers this winter 
season. While Haines residents have 
traditionally booked trips to Juneau 
on the Alaska Marine Highway in 
order to catch flights to the Lower 
48, canceled Matanuska sailings have 
caused some residents to consider 
Whitehorse as a more reliable means 
of getting to their destinations.

Katie Wendel said she prefers 
to buy local and support Alaskan 
businesses, so making the journey 
from Haines to Juneau and flying 
on Alaska Airlines was always her 
preference. However, on Friday, 
Feb. 7, she and her husband drove 
to Whitehorse to catch a flight to 
Portland that will route them through 
Vancouver. 

“It’s just too iffy now to (fly out 
of Juneau),” she said, citing the 
Matanuska’s breakdown and this 
winter’s curtailed sailing schedule. 
Her husband, Dr. Tom Wendel, is 

on call at the Haines clinic when he 
returns, so their ability to get back 
on time is important, she said.

While flying to Juneau is an 
alternative to the ferry, flights are 
subject to weather, making them 
particularly unreliable in the winter. 
Between Jan. 18, the last Matanuska 
sailing, and Feb. 8, weather grounded 
Alaska Seaplanes flights for a total 
of eight days, general manager Carl 
Ramseth said.

This is not the first time Wendel has 
routed family through Whitehorse. 
In December, ferry sailings had 
been reduced to a point where she 
could not find a sailing that would 
get her boys home for Christmas in 
a timely manner, she said. Picking 
them up in Whitehorse was “more 
of a sure thing.” 

“For people who are visiting, they 
have a schedule for work. They can’t 
wait for a ferry,” she said. She sent 
them home on a convenient ferry 
sailing, but it took seven hours 

because the ferry went to Skagway 
first. It would have been quicker to 
drive the four and a half hours to 
Whitehorse, Wendel said.

Wendel said she needs to go to 
Texas in April and doesn’t have 
flexibility in scheduling, so she’s 
leaning toward another Whitehorse 
trip to get there.

“I hate to steer people away from 
buying local,” she said. “If you have 
the time, go with the ferry, but if you 
have a fixed schedule, the surest 
way to do it is through Whitehorse.” 
Although, she noted that Chilkat Pass 
has been closed several times this 
winter due to heavy snow. 

Shelly Sloper, who works for 
a company based in Southern 
California that assesses the efficiency 
of nonprofit programs, said she had 
decent luck getting out of Haines 
on her latest work trip, but ran into 
issues on the return. She had been 
scheduled to fly back Feb. 1 and 
jump on the ferry the following day. 
Then she heard her sailing had been 
canceled. “At that time, they only 
pushed it back a week,” she said, 
so she decided to stay in California 
and continue to work until she could 
get on the Feb. 8 Matanuska sailing. 

“I had to change my flights on 
Alaska Airlines. They didn’t charge 
me a change fee, but the difference in 
ticket price was $300,” Sloper said. 
“Now that plan has already changed 
because they canceled the (Feb. 8) 
ferry.” Sloper said she realized she 
had some friends who were traveling 
to Whitehorse that same weekend, so 
she decided to change tickets again. 

“I realized I didn’t have my 
passport,” she said. She had to come 
up with a way to get it in two days. 

See FLIGHT page 5

By Sylvia Heinz 
Public testimony is being 

heard this week in the House 
Resources Committee for House 
Bill No. 138, which establishes 
the Alaska Outstanding Resource 
Water Advisory Commission to 
review Tier III nominations and 
make recommendations to the 
legislature. Testimony on Monday 
was dominated by opposition. The 
House Resources Committee will 
accept more testimony on Friday, 
Feb. 14, at 1 p.m.

Rep. Chuck Kopp is sponsoring 
the bill, which is supported by 
15 organizations including the 
Alaska Chamber of Commerce, 
Alaska Miners Association, Alaska 
Municipal League, Alaska Oil 
and Gas Association, Southeast 
Conference, and Sealaska. 

In a sponsor statement, Kopp 
said that since Alaska currently has 
no formal process for designating 
Outstanding National Resource 
Waters (ONRW), the state is at risk 
of violating the Clean Water Act. 

The draft bill dictates that the 
seven-member commission include 
the commissioners of  the Department 
of Environmental Conservation, the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
the Department of Fish and Game, 
or the commissioners’ designees.  
Addit ionally,  four members 
appointed by the governor would 
include a member who represents a 
tribal entity or Native corporation in 
the state, a member who represents 
an environmental or conservation 
non-governmental organization, a 
member who represents a resource 
development non-governmental 
organization, and a member who 
represents a statewide organization 
of local governments.

Kopp said H.B. 138 attempts to 
make the  ONRW designation process 
apolitical. “We’re trying to balance 
competing interests,” he said.

Monday’s testimony largely 
disagreed that H.B. 138 would 
adequately keep politics out of the 

See TIER page 8

AVALANCHE COURSE: Haines Avalanche Center forecaster Jeff Moskowitz teaches a Level 1 Avalanche 
Awareness Course. Giselle Miller, Rich Chapell, Beth Douthit, Hannah Blilie and Dylan Chapell learn how 
to dig a snow pit and analyze the snowpack’s layers near the radio tower on Mount Ripinski.

By Ceri Godinez
“We got too many pigs for the tits,” 

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
chair Terry Pardee said, summarizing 
the dilemma facing committee 
members at a joint meeting with the 
Tourism Advisory Board on Feb. 6.

The two groups had gathered 
to discuss Port Chilkoot Dock 
renovations in the broader context 
of renovations needed at other port 
and harbor facilities. “We don’t have 
enough money to pay for everything. 
We need to target whatever benefits 
the most people,” Pardee said, 
a theme central to many Haines 
Borough capital project discussions.

Those present listed port and harbor 
facilities in need of renovations 
including: the Lutak Dock used to 
ship freight, the Small Boat Harbor 
which serves pleasure craft and 
commercial fishing vessels, and the 

Port Chilkoot Dock which primarily 
serves the cruise ship industry. 
The conversation centered on two 
projects: a drive-down work float 
in the Small Boat Harbor to allow 
members of the commercial fleet to 
more easily load and unload gear 
and a new lightering float at the Port 
Chilkoot Dock to better serve the fast 
ferry and boats carrying passengers 
to shore from cruise ships that anchor 
offshore.

According to a borough list of 
potential capital projects for the next 
10 years, Lutak Dock renovations 
would cost $24 million, a new 
lightering facility would cost roughly 
$4.5 million and a drive-down work 
float would cost $3 million. In an 
effort to conserve limited funds, 
harbormaster Shawn Bell suggested 

See DOCK page 8
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Presenting The 2019-20
Glacier Bards 

Haines High DDF team!

Alaska Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Trucking

Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant

Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet

Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal Resources

Elgee Rehfeld
Haines Brewing Company

Haines Home Building
Haines Real Estate
Haines Quick Shop

Howsers IGA

Harbor Bar & Lighthouse Restaurant
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Mike’s Bikes & Boards
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Cafe/Ripinsky Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center & Alaska Sport Shop
Outfitter Liquor/Outfitter Sporting Goods
Sarah J’s coffee & eatery
Southeast Road Builders Inc. 
Stanford Masonry and Carpentry
Takshanuk Watershed Council
Turner Construction

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bards

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters, we have 5 boosters left. Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com today!

Good Luck at State, 
Feb. 13-15 in Anchorage

From top left: Stella Ordonez, Sally Chapell, Tanna Dixon, Hannah Boron, Dylan Chapell, Eli Williamson, Nathan Haas
Bottom: Hannah Bochart. Team mascot is the rubber baby, named Creepy Baby.

S c i e n c e  C o w b o y
Call 766-2688 or email chilkatnews@
gmail.com with your science questions 

for Mr. Fontenot, science teacher at 
Haines High School

Dear Winter Athlete-

Your knees? Your companions? “Uuuugh. I’m cold, can we go home 
now?” Oh, you meant moans from the ice itself. Those sounds are not un-
like the vibrations of earthquakes (seismic waves) resulting from stresses 
and relative motions of the tectonic plates. In this case, it’s thefractured 
plate of ice covering the lake surface that is generating the vibrations. As 
the ice layer itself expands and contracts, or the liquid water beneath it 
does, the fractures in the ice shift and rub, generating vibrations, as well 
as the edges of the ice layer where it meets the shoreline.

The analogy with plate tectonics is pretty accurate, except that the en-
ergies released by shifting ice are way smaller, of course, as are the dis-
placements of the fragments. That means the frequencies of vibrations 
include those we can hear as sound waves, or sometimes subsonic ones 
we can feel through our skates.

Dear Science Cowboy,
What happens to a lake when it freezes? What are the groans I 

sometimes hear when skiing or skating on a frozen lake?

The Science Cowboy column needs a 
new sponsor for 2020! 

Interested businesses or individuals can call the 
Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or email us at 
chilkatnews@gmail.com for more information.

As travel breaks down, future 
school activities expected to change
By Kyle Clayton

Haines School activities travel costs are seeing a spike, although a boon from A&E’s Ghost Hunters film 
crew paid the way for the basketball teams’ travel to Juneau last weekend.

“That was helpful because they had heard that schools in Southeast were having a hard time so they reached 
out to us and were very generous by allowing our students to go with them,” superintendent Roy Getchell 
said.  “We had originally chartered air service to meet those needs which would have been very expensive, 
but it was our only available option if we were going to get there.”  

Air and the Allen Marine charters cost the district around $5,000 each. 
The district is currently working with other community organizations to help offset costs if transport can 

be shared to and from Juneau, Getchell said.  The Glacier Bears have to travel two full weeks this month for 
their final away games of the regular season.

The state paid for an Allen Marine Charter two weeks ago for passengers booked on the canceled ferry. 
Although the state is currently considering paying for future charters, Getchell said if the school has to foot 
the bill for activities transportation, “it’s going to be much more expensive.”

Getchell credited athletics director Lynzee Swinton for managing the charter, but added that juggling the 
logistics of the private charter is burdensome.

 “I don’t want to be in the transportation company business,” Getchell said. “If this is the plan, it’s definitely 
going to impact our budget and our ability to get where we need to go,” Getchell said. “This has been far more 
complicated than I think anyone would have guessed.”   

Getchell said parents and students should expect changes in activity schedules in the future and that districts 
will “be unable to fund or manage schedules of such complex magnitude like we’ve seen this year.”

High winds and 5-foot waves in Lynn Canal forced the Allen Marine to turn back Friday, Feb. 7. Lady 
Bears assistant coach Amanda Painter said the charter’s crew passed out ginger chews to queasy passengers.

The next day the winds kept up, but the teams sat in the boat for two-and-a-half hours before the winds 
died down enough to travel. They flew the next morning to Ketchikan where they boarded a 15-minute taxi 
boat, followed by a bus trip where they waited two more hours at the ferry terminal. “We took the ferry to 
Metlakatla and arrived 45 minutes before our first game,” Painter said.

The teams boarded a fishing boat Wednesday on their route to Craig.
The Bears are hoping to take an Allen Marine charter again with a community group on Saturday, Getchell 

said. 
He said Southeast Alaska school district activities directors are meeting in Haines in April to discuss 

transportation issues next year. 
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Lizzy is a Trust beneficiary with cerebral palsy. Through Community 
Connections, Lizzy and her guardian were able to find a place to 
live at Opportunity House, which is wheelchair accessible. Lizzy also 
receives transportation support through Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living (SAIL) so she can attend physical therapy. Through community 
assistance, Lizzy has been able to have her own life.  

The mission of the Trust is to improve the lives of its beneficiaries. The Trust funds 
projects and programs, and works with partners like Community Connections and SAIL 
to promote long-term systematic improvements to Alaska’s continuum of care. The Trust 
Land Office helps generate these funds through revenue from permitting, leasing, selling, 
and developing Trust land and resources.

Trust beneficiaries are Alaskans who experience mental illness, developmental disabilities, 
substance related disorders, Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia, and traumatic 
brain injury. 

“She has her own 
life because of 

Opportunity House.”
– Guardian of Trust  

  beneficiary, Ketchikan

Trust lands help fund local programs for local beneficiaries. 

To learn more about how the Trust 
supports Alaskans, visit 

alaskamentalhealthtrust.org.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE

Grab an espresso 

on your way!

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Grab an espresso 

on your way!

ALL ferries cAnceLed 
for the month of

februAry

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

Feb. 10, 1970
The Chilkat Snow Burners Club met Feb. 4. 

State Trooper Ron Polk went over the state traffic 
regulations with members.

A trip from 48 Mile to 75 Mile was planned for 
Sunday, Feb. 8, weather permitting. All machines 
are required to have their Alaska state registration 
numbers to run on the Canadian roads.

Plans for the first “Alcan-200” Snowmobile Race 
to Whitehorse Feb. 26 and 278 are nearly completed. 
This is timed to coincide with the beginning of the 
Sourdough Rendezvous in Whitehorse. The race is 
sponsored by the Club but not limited to its members. 
All entries must be in by Feb. 23.

Anyone interested can contact Bob Vill or Kerm 
Culp or write   to Chilkat Snow Burners, c/o Box 116, 
Haines Alaska, for more information or entry forms.

February 16, 1995
More than 100 people turned out Monday to share 

ideas on shaping the future of Haines.
The first in a series of five town meetings dubbed 

“Haines 2005,” the Chamber of Commerce-
sponsored sessions are aimed at setting goals for the 
Chilkat Valley during the next decade.

Moderator Lenise Henderson asked participants 
Monday what factors they felt would be most 
important in shaping the community in the coming 
years.

Answers included population growth, pressure 
from developers, natural resource development, 
increased tourism, developments in communication 
technology, environmental awareness, community 
cooperation, “our attitude,” and greed, to name a few.

Henderson then polled the group on whether 
they felt the factors were controllable. For the most 
part, those attending said they believed most of the 
things that could influence the future of Haines can 

be controlled.

February 11, 2010
A dozen red roses, a box of chocolates, a 

sentimental card: These are the gifts we traditionally 
give our sweethearts on Valentine’s Day. 

The holiday is an opportunity to appreciate special 
people in our lives – and is an economic boon for 
retailers and restaurants.

Haines shops stock red roses, champagne, candy, 
books on love, cards and even lacy lingerie just for 
this day celebrating love.

Caitlin Podsiki, who works at a local florist and 
gift shop, said she’ll miss out on romance this 
Valentine’s Day. “I’ll be in the store making flowers 
for everyone else. My boyfriend is in Anchorage. 
But I snuck a singing card and box of chocolates in 
his backpack before he left.”

Podsiki said bestsellers at her shop this year are 
fairly traditional: Multicolored bouquets of roses, 
boxes of chocolates, and coffee mugs with the words 
“cup of love” written on the side.

 

Photo from 1995: Haines volunteer firefighters 
took the court Sunday in full bunk gear for a 
15-minute exhibition ballgame. 

BIO from page 1
an argument also embraced by 
Renewable Energy Alaska Project 
STEM educator Clay Good. His 
organization is interested in food 
security and sustainable economies in 
Southeast. He cited Tok and Southeast 
Island School District communities 
who use their biomass boiler systems 
to help heat greenhouses used to 
grow food eaten by students in their 
school lunches. 

“We have expensive food and 
expensive energy both for the same 
reason: the cost of the energy,” 
Good said. 

Tok’s biomass coordinator 
Tony Lee cited the “ancillary 
effects” burning biomass has on his 
community including the school’s 
greenhouse, heated with excess heat 
from the boiler, that not only grows 
salads and other vegetables, but is 
used as a classroom.

“We (grow) a lot of snap peas, 
carrots, tomatoes, lettuce, spinach 
and cucumbers,” Lee said. “We do 
agricultural classes and they come 
out and do planting, weeding, pH 
tests, soil tests and watering.”

Good also disputes another 
argument against biomass, that 
Haines’ wood is too wet. Tok burns 
wood that has about a 20 percent 
moisture content. Haines’ wood is 
closer to 45 percent. Wisewood says 
the boiler it proposes can handle 
wood that has a 50 percent moisture 
content. 

“To say it’s too wet to use is to 
overlook the technologies that have 
been created in the last ten years to 
address moisture content,” Good 
said. 

But the wetter the wood, the 
more wood needs to be burned to 
create heat. Burning carbon-based 
fuel for energy is why Lynn Canal 
Conservation executive director 
Jessica Plachta said the project 
“doesn’t make the grade.”

Plachta said they’d rather the 
borough seek options for clean 
energy that “don’t require burning 
anything” and that burning wood still 
results in harmful emissions.

“It’s somewhat ironic that in a 
state that is the hardest hit by climate 
change that we are still looking 
at combustion for heat and power 
when there are other cleaner sources 
available,” said LCC president Eric 
Holle.

Plachta pointed to Partnership for 
Policy Integrity data that shows that 
burning biomass at a papermill in 
Wisconsin for electricity produces 
more carbon dioxide than fossil 
fuels. But burning biomass for 
heat is about 75 to 80% efficient 
compared to electricity generation 
which is roughly 20 to 25% efficient, 
according to the Biomass Energy 
Resource Center. In a report, the 
center says while burning biomass 
for electrical generation can overtax 
the energy potential of U.S. timber 
resources, biomass use at a small 
scale is sustainable. 

“The most energy efficient use for 
biomass in general is thermal energy 
at the community scale, where local 
wood resources are produced and 
used to provide local energy, fueling 
the local economy, and at heat-led 
(heat or heat-led) operations of a 
scale that can be accommodated by 
the resource,” the report states. 

Critics also say that biomass isn’t 
carbon neutral, as some proponents 
contend. But that “depends on 
the time frame being studied, 
what type of biomass is used, the 
combustion technology, which fossil 
fuel is being replaced...and what 
forest management techniques are 
employed in the areas where the 
biomass is harvested,” according to 
a report from The Earth Institute at 
Columbia University. 

Southeast Conference biomass 
coordinator Karen Peterson said 
while it’s true wood is a carbon-based 
fuel than will generate emissions, 
Haines is currently burning a lot 
of unsustainable fuel oil to heat its 
public buildings. “I can’t win the 
argument (about biomass being 
carbon neutral), but in my mind, I 
think fossil fuels are not sustainable. 
We can say “We should open ANWR 
or the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge for drilling because we 
need that oil.” My whole reason for 

promoting wood heat is so we don’t 
have to do that.”

Lee said Tok has displaced about 
60,000 gallons of fuel each year since 
using biomass, which unlike the 
system proposed for Haines, is used 
to produce electricity and heat. They 
purchase chips from local suppliers 
and make their own. 

While Haines doesn’t have a 
chip manufacturer, Palmieri said 
the brough could purchase chips 
from a Yukon supplier, an option 
that was left out of the borough’s 
analysis, until a local timber operator 
fills the demand. Prices of chippers 
vary, but the borough had planned 
to spend $110,000 before it lost 
its grant. Yukon logging company 
Bear Creek Logging purchased 
its chipper for around $150,000 
in 2017, according to a Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation report. 

Wisewood’s Meagan Hartman 
said as recently as September 2019, 
Bear Creek Logging expressed 
interested in supplying Haines with 
chips. A company representative 
told the CVN while that he can’t 
give a precise price until he knows 
the woodchip specifications, he sells 
chips to Whitehorse for about $112 
U.S. dollars per ton. 

Palmieri said local chips could 
be made from wood waste left over 
after logging operations, the tops 
of trees too small in diameter for 
lumber, or slab waste, the outer 
curved sections of trees that are cut 
off at mills. Palmieri said that the 
amount of woodchips required to 
heat the buildings each year, three 
to 10 acres worth, could be chipped 
with the waste that’s already being 
logged each year.   

“It’s a miniscule amount. We have 
an annual allowable cut that’s 347 
acres,” Palmieri said. “The local 
operators aren’t capable of doing 
a larger volume. We’re barely 15 
percent of what our allowable cut 
would be.”

Holle said while the estimated 
acreage is “fairly small potatoes” 
compared to 6,000-acre clear cuts, he 
worries creating a woodchip market 
is a slippery slope toward expanded 
logging operations. 

Craig city administrator Jon 
Bolling said their biomass boiler 
heats their aquatic center, which 
includes three pools and a fitness 
room, along with their middle and 
elementary school. Bolling said 
some in the community were initially 
concerned about emissions near the 
school. City officials traveled down 
south to see how a biomass boiler 
worked in a Montana community. 

“We didn’t want particulate matter 
or smoke around the school. I didn’t 
want parents calling me and saying 
‘My kids have asthma.’ That would 
be a disaster. I had kids in school, 
too,” Bolling said. “We don’t see a 
perpetual blue haze of smoke out of 
the stack. It comes out what appears 
like a white effluent. It looks like a lot 
of steam. We haven’t had problems 
with odor or particulate matter in 
the air at all.”

Petersen advocates for biomass 
projects across the region, and has 
been monitoring Haines dialogue. 
She argues communities everywhere 
should use the resources they have 
for clean energy. Californians 
can harness the sun. Aleutian 
communities can use wind. Southeast 
Alaska can use its forests, Petersen 
said. 

“The community of Haines has 
to make its own decision,” Petersen 
said. “It’s not an easy or light one to 
make. You want to keep paying for 
fossil fuels? That can happen. It’s 
definitely easier to do that. It’s easier 
not to change.”

Holle said there are other options 
for Haines, such as geothermal 
energy, that should be considered. 
“If the borough just wants to have 
this small-scale thing, I’m not going 
to die on my sword over that, but 
before embracing the first thing to 
come along, it’s better to shop around 
a little bit.”

The biomass project is the only 
alternative energy source that’s under 
consideration in the Haines Borough. 
A town hall is scheduled for Feb. 26 
at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the project. 

Luckily, a family friend was traveling 
from Haines to Seattle on the same 
day, and she arranged a handoff 
before boarding her flight to Canada.

“I don’t usually fly on small planes 
for personal reasons,” Sloper said. 
Having the ferry break down has been 
particularly challenging “because I 
work remotely and need to travel to 
California every couple of months 
for work.”

“I don’t want to give up my job,” 
Sloper said. But the lack of reliable 
travel has made it difficult to show 
up to required meetings, she said.

“It’s making me think that I might 
have to move if I can’t rely on the 
ferry,” said Sloper, who grew up 
in Haines and moved back after 
graduate school to be near her family. 
She hopes the ferry situation will 
improve, she said. But “without 
reliable service, I don’t see myself 
living in Haines long-term.”

In addition to the appeal of 
increased reliability, routing through 
Whitehorse could also have a 

FLIGHT from page 3
cost advantage, depending on the 
difference in price between a ticket 
from Erik Nielsen Whitehorse 
International Airport and a ticket 
from Juneau.

Those without friends or family 
willing to collect them in Whitehorse 
have the option of driving and 
leaving a car in long-term parking 
at the Whitehorse airport. The cost 
is $5 a day, according to the Yukon 
government’s website, roughly $3.75 
in U.S. currency. Cars can remain 
in long-term parking for up to 30 
days. For a two-week trip, a traveler 
is looking at $52.50 in parking plus 
roughly $100 in gas—$152.50 
roundtrip. Alaska Seaplanes tickets 
to Juneau start at $134 one way. 

For Sunday, March 1, the cost of a 
four-and-a-half-hour flight to Seattle 
from Whitehorse, including an hour 
layover in Vancouver, was $148. 
The cost of a two-and-a-half-hour 
direct flight on  Alaska  Airlines from 
Juneau to Seattle ranges from $139 
to $289 for dates in early March.

followed.  
In a January 1988 article, the first sentence of a report reads “After three years of discussion and debate, the 

regulations of the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve have been signed into law.” 
Discussion of pursuing an amendment to the regulation was tabled in the Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

meeting until the origin of the weapons discharge regulation could be better understood with regard to public hearings. 
“(Changing the regulation) is a bureaucratic thing. It’s not going to happen fast. And if we go down the road 

of trying to change it, who knows what the outcome will be,” said McDonough. Preston Kroes, Southeast Area 
Superintendent for Alaska State Parks, estimated that the process would take two-to-three years to resolve, based 
on past experience. “We have packages that have spent years waiting to be approved or denied.”

Kroes said he preferred the committee work with DNR to find a solution to change the regulation rather than 
dispute the regulation’s legality. “From my experience if (the public process was incorrectly followed) then the 
regulation will be changed and agreements will be made (to adhere to the new regulations). So, my suggestion is 
not to spend a whole lot of time trying to dispute it and think there’s some sort of conspiracy,” Kroes said.

HUNT from page 1
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Tuesday, February 4
A caller reported a cow moose 

and calf in Tlingit Park.
A caller reported a cow moose 

and three calves on 800 Block 
Spruce Grove Road.

Haines PD assisted another 
agency in Klukwan.

HBPD investigated a report of a 
possible domestic disturbance on 
300 Block Main Street.

HBPD responded to a two vehicle 
accident with minor damages at 0 
Mile Haines Highway.

A caller reported a moose in 
Tlingit Park.
Wednesday, February 5

A caller reported a cow moose 
and three calves on 800 Block 
Spruce Grove Road.

A backpack was found on the 
corner of Union Street and Front 
Street. Reporting party placed item 
in safekeeping.

HBPD served two trespass 
notices on behalf of a property 
owner on 900 Block Small Tracts 
Road.

A fire alarm was activated on 
Deishu Drive and was determined 
to be false.
Thursday, February 6

A caller requested sand on the 
roads on Haven Circuit.

A caller reported a possibly 
unlicensed driver on Old Hart 
Road.

A 0 Mi le Haines Highway 
caller requested a message be 

relayed to the owner of a vehicle 
parked on private property without 
permission.

A caller reported a traffic hazard 
on Mud Bay Road.
Friday, February 7

A caller requested snow removal 
at the Small Boat Harbor.

A caller reported being harassed 
by an individual on Main Street.
Saturday, February 8

A caller repor ted someone 
dumped bags of garbage on the 
side of the road on Fair Drive.

A caller reported an intoxicated 
individual at 0 Mile Haines Highway 
who was possilby operating a 
vehicle.
Sunday, February 9

A caller requested a welfare 
check on an individual on Third 
Avenue.

A caller reported a possible 
protective order violation on Union 
Street.

A caller reported being harassed 
on 300 Block Haines Highway.
Monday, February 10

HBPD contacted the owner of 
a vehicle blocking access to 400 
Block Main Street.

There were two 911 hang-ups, 
two canine, eight EMS calls and four 
traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

Police Report

  

bill would make it so that could happen and 
it would open up some new avenues, I be-
lieve,” Leach explained. 

UFA also strongly backs bills supporting 
Alaska’s mariculture industry and a sound 
commercial fisheries budget.

Other fishery related bills in the legis-
lative pipeline include providing product 
development tax credits for cod and pol-
lock (SB 130) and a push for a personal 
use priority above all other users (SB 99). 
Another measure that is resurfacing is HB 
199 which seeks to create “rehabilitation 
permits” to allow transfer of fish eggs or 
fry from waters in one locale or region 
to enhance habitat in waters elsewhere to 
remove anadromous or freshwater finfish 
from water of the state.                              

Leach said UFA will solidify its positions 
on more fish bills at the  annual meeting 
Feb. 25-27 in Juneau. United Fishermen of 
Alaska is the nation’s largest fishing trade 
group with 35 member groups, from small 
skiff fisheries to the largest at-sea proces-
sors.

Halibut dips - As expected, catches of 
Pacific halibut will be down seven percent 
this year due to declining stocks. Alaska’s 
share of the 20.3 million pound total catch 
is 17.11 pounds. The halibut fishery will 
open on March14 and close on November 
15.

Future fish buyers - A “Next Genera-
tion” of foreign seafood buyers is set for a 
whirlwind visit to the working waterfront 
of Kodiak, the nation’s #3 fishing port. Af-
ter touching down in Seattle, eight under 
40 visitors from Ukraine, France, Germa-
ny, the Netherlands and Mexico will spend 
two full days this week in Kodiak to meet 
with fishery managers, tour four big pro-
cessing plants and go out on a few boats.

“The goal is to show them all parts of the 
Alaska seafood story from harvesting, pro-
cessing, sustainable management, every-
thing. There’s really no better way to show 
off the wonders of Alaska than in person 
and for people to see it up close with their 
own eyes.” said Alice Ottoson-McKeen, 
international marketing specialist at the 
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute who 
organized the millennial trade mission.

ASMI has strong relationships with buy-

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
February 7, 2020

Alaska lawmakers are making fast work 
of several fish bills that have wide support 
from Alaska’s fishermen. 

“I was anticipating a somewhat slow 
start, but they’re organized and they’re 
diving right into these issues and taking 
these bills up. And so there’s lots of oppor-
tunities to participate,” said Frances Leach, 
executive director of United Fishermen of 
Alaska.

The bill (HB 35) that would resolve a 
conflict of interest fix at the state Board of 
Fisheries has been moving through com-
mittee hearings in Juneau and could finally 
be settled after a 14 year push.

“One of the reasons they’re chosen for 
that board is they may have a regional ex-
pertise or they may have a user group ex-
pertise. So we want them to be able to not 
vote, but participate and lend that expertise 
in deliberations to provide clarification to 
other board members who may not be as 
familiar with that region or fishery,” Leach 
said.

Another fast moving measure (HB 85 
and SB 145) aims to give boat owners a 
break from having to register it in person 
at a DMV. It was part of a well-intentioned 
Derelict Vessels Act whose ill-timed roll 
out last year by the Dept. of Administration 
created chaos among commercial and sport 
boat owners who were breaking a new law 
they didn’t even know about.

UFA supports the concept of the Act 
which is aimed at identifying owners of 
abandoned boats,  “but we are really push-
ing for this exemption because we already 
register our boats through the state Com-
mercial Fisheries Entry Commission and 
they have all the details that would be go-
ing to the DMV because they’re both state 
managed data bases. So it’s kind of like re-
inventing the wheel and just causing more 
work,” Leach said.

A bill that would allow Alaskans to 
transport live crab (HB 203) also is mov-
ing its way through the legislative process.  
Live crab is the most lucrative market and 
the bill has UFA’s strong backing. 

“As the statutes currently stand we’re 
not able to transport red king crab, Tanner 
crab and Dungeness live via ground. This 

ers around the world who have long opted 
for Alaska seafood over other choices; this 
mission aims to build similar strong con-
nections with the upcoming generation, 
she said.

Two years ago, ASMI hosted a similar 
mission and brought a group of seven Eu-
ropean seafood buyers to Dutch Harbor in 
February for four days.

“Our goal when we bring these missions 
in is to showcase and impress upon people 
that Alaska seafood really is the things that 
we advertise in our taglines - it is wild, it’s 
natural, it’s sustainable,” she explained.

Why bring all these visitors to Alaska in 
the middle of winter? 

“Alaska fisheries are open year round, 
and just because it’s icy and it’s cold, that 
doesn’t mean that our fishermen aren’t out 
fishing,” Ottoson-McKeen said. “They get 
to really understand the hard work that 
goes into bringing Alaska seafood to mar-
ket. I think that really reinforces that Alas-
ka seafood is wild, and it’s totally natural. 
And it also allows us to showcase products 
that we wouldn’t necessarily get to see in 
the summer.”

Grants give back – The Alaskan Leader 
Foundation is accepting applications from 
non-profits and projects for its annual grant 
giveaways in Kodiak and Bristol Bay. 
Funding typically goes to programs such as 
food banks, shelters, educational and youth 
programs, museums and recycling efforts.

Alaskan Leader Foundation was founded 
in 2000 by six Kodiak fishing families and 
was joined in 2007 by the Bristol Bay Eco-
nomic Development Foundation. Deadline 
to apply is February 28. For an application, 
contact Linda Kozak at 907-539-5585 or 
lindakozak@gmail.com.

Fish watch - Winter sees a wide array 
of Alaska fisheries out on the water with 
more to come.

Cod and a big mix of whitefish kicked 
off the year in the Bering Sea and in many 
parts of the Gulf. 

Alaska pollock, the world’s largest food 
fishery, opened on January 20 in the Bering 
Sea with a 3 billion pound harvest. Smaller 
pollock catches will come out of the Gulf 
(250 million pounds) and at Prince William 
Sound (5 million pounds).

Boats are targeting black rockfish in 
Southeast, and at Kodiak, Chignik, the 
Alaska Peninsula and along the Aleu-
tians. Lingcod also is open in Southeast. 
(856,000 pounds).

Bering Sea crabbers are still out on the 
grounds pulling up snow crab. This sea-
son’s catch was boosted to nearly 34 mil-
lion pounds, a 24 percent increase.

A 400,000 pound Tanner crab fishery 
at Kodiak is going slow but fishermen are 
fetching over $4 per pound. Tanner and 
golden king crab fisheries open in South-
east on February 17. The Tanner catch 
usually comes in at around one million 
pounds; the golden crab quota of 41,000 
pounds is down by about half.

Also a Tanner crab fishery opens on 
March 1 at Prince William Sound.

Southeast’s shrimp trawl fishery closed 
on February 3 around Petersburg and 
Wrangell with a catch of  400,000 pounds 
of pinks and sidestripes. Shrimp trawling is 
Southeast’s longest ongoing fishery since 
1915 and it will reopen again in May.  

And if you didn’t think Alaska salmon 
fishing goes on nearly year round –over 
100 Southeast trollers are still out on the 
water fishing for winter kings.

The state Board of Fisheries is in the 
midst of a marathon meeting on Upper 
Cook Inlet fishing issues. More than 170 
management proposals are on deck through 
Feb 19 at the Anchorage Egan Center.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 
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RACE from page 1
Sternbergh said. He participated in 
the Alcan for the first time last year. 
He’d been interested in the race for 
a while, he said, but last year was the 
first year he invested the money and 
time to make it happen.

“No one takes their daily driver 
(on the Alcan),” said Sternbergh, who 
after some quick mental calculations 
said he owns eight sleds, each with 
a specialized use. 

For the Alcan 200, he bought an 
old sled for a few thousand dollars 
and made another $5–10,000 in 
modifications to get it to run at high 
speeds on the road for a long time, 
he said. These included installing 
skis that were closer to the ground 
and would handle better on a road 
surface, installing a custom radiator 
to keep the engine cool without snow 
to help regulate heat, and adjustments 
to improve the sled’s aerodynamics. 

Even once he had a race-ready 
sled, Sternbergh estimates he spent 
$1,000 on hotels, transportation 
costs, race entry fees, and fuel for 
his sled this year.

While there is a small amount 
of prize money, it’s not much, said 
Greg Fischer, another racer forced to 
drop out due to mechanical issues: 
at most several hundred dollars after 
the pot is divided among the first-, 
second-, and third-place finisher in 
each sled category. And racers split 
their portion of the pot with the fan 
who bet on them. 

“Most racers are in it for the 
experience, the need for speed,” race 
organizer Kathi Lapp said.

In addition to cost considerations, 
racers willingly assume personal 
risk when they participate in the 
Alcan 200.

“We have a sled off the road by 
Nadahini,” crackled Jerry Lapp’s 
voice over the radio. He was driving 
ahead of the van scouting for downed 
racers. Neva Darling, the only female 
racer this year, had come off the road 
riding through a bare, windy section 
of highway. She appeared dazed as 
she wandered into the van and said 
that she thought her sled would start, 
but she wasn’t able to pull hard 
enough after her crash.

“I thought I was taking it easy, then 
I ended up in the ditch,” Darling said.

Minutes later, Lapp radioed in to 
say that another racer had gone off 
the side of the guardrail. 

The tracks Haines local Woody 
Pahl’s sled left in the snow indicated 
that he’d just missed a turn on a 
particularly bare patch of road. 

Exposed asphalt makes it hard 
for sleds to gain traction. Wind 
exacerbates the problem. Running 
on the road for a while can grind 
down the carbides, further reducing 
a sled’s traction, and making it even 
harder to stay on the pavement, 
Sternbergh said.

In general, low snowfall years 
lead to less snow on the road during 
the Alcan, creating more dangerous 
race conditions, said Lowell Narum, 
Mitman’s copilot in the sweeper van. 

“This has been the trend for the past 
few years.”

Pahl’s sled had hurtled off the 
highway, crashing on the far side of 
a snow berm. Pahl was thrown 15 
feet from his sled, snapping his right 
leg in the process.

“It was just flapping,” Mitman 
said. “Broken in half with the bone 
sticking out.” Pahl was loaded into 
the ambulance while sweeper van 
passengers dragged his sled up the 
hill and onto the crowded trailer 
filled with broken snowmachines. 
The ambulance then turned back 
to Haines to get Pahl medevacked. 

Those who’d scratched piled back 
into the van. Where before the vehicle 
had been filled with laughter and 
race stories, punctuated every now 
and then by the sound of a beer can 
opening, the mood was now somber 
and reflective.

“This is where it gets serious,” 
Mitman said. 

While the possibility of injury is 
present  with any kind of snowmachine 
activity, the probability of fatality or 
serious injury is higher at higher 
speeds, Sternbergh said. But “the 
possibility that you may or may 
not end up maimed is part of the 
adventure,” he said.

“Wood’s a young guy, but he’s 
already got a plate in his shoulder 
and had facial reconstruction 
surgery,” Mitman said, listing Pahl’s 
snowmachining injuries. “If  his nose 
gets hit again, it’s going to go into 
his brain.”

“I guess the question is: Are you 
going to go through life so you can 
arrive safely at death, or are you going 
to live?” Sternbergh said.

Sternbergh has an 8-year-old son 
who was on a snowmachine for 
the first time when he was three 
months old. “He has his own little 
sled already,” he said. His son came 
to watch the Alcan 200 last year, 
Sternbergh said. “He aspires to do 
anything he considers cool,” he said 
of his son’s Alcan aspirations. 

“I have a rig that could do it, 
but I just want to go play in the 
mountains,” Narum said.

“Or go live a long, happy life,” 
Mitman added.

“Woody’s got kids, he’s redoing 
his boat, he could go broke because 
of this,” Mitman said. “Financial, 
health, career-wise, you’re gambling 
it all for the chance to go over 100 
mph on the highway.”

Seven sleds were on the trailer 
by the time the pilot caravan 
reached the first gas stop. The race 
involves two gas stops in each 
direction. While stopping for gas 
was necessary back in the ‘70s when 
the race began, these days, the stops 
serve a more ceremonial function, 
Sternbergh said. According to the 
Alcan rulebook, racers must touch 
their fuel cans to their sleds as they 
pass, but they do not need to remove 
the cap or stop. Sternbergh said racers 
calculate how much fuel they need 
for the race and put that in their sleds. 

Last year, his first race, Sternbergh 
said his sled ended up consuming 
more fuel than he’d anticipated, 
and he ran out less than a quarter 
mile from the turnaround point at 
Dezadeash Lake. He had to drag his 
snowmachine the remaining distance 
to reach the turnaround and refuel.

Joey Chretien from Whitehorse 
was the first breakdown after the 
turnaround point when his vehicle 
lost spark. “It was my first year. I 
played it safe. I was just trying to 
finish,” he said. “The asphalt sucks, 
but it makes it interesting. It’s not 
too bad without the wind.”

Scott Smeeton was the next to 
scratch after he “ran out of belts,” 
he said. Blowing a belt is pretty 
common, so racers bring back-up 
belts, Mitman said, but you can only 
bring so many.

“They run better when they’re not 
on fire,” said Fischer, the eleventh 
and final racer to drop out. Fischer 
said he thought something smelled 
funny, so he stopped. He opened 
the hood and saw flames, which he 
doused with snow, he said.

Fischer said he was the last racer 
left in his engine class and had been 
looking forward to winning by 
default. “For a sled that’s been sitting 
in my backyard for 10 years, it did 
pretty good,” he said.

“Everyone has had a really great 
attitude,” Mitman said of the racers 
he’d picked up.

“It was definitely a lot of fun 
while it lasted,” Fischer said, 
shrugging off his disqualification. 
But “there’s a reason why they’re 
called snowmobiles. They’re not 
designed for this... Surviving is half 
the battle.” 

Fischer said he had come upon 
Pahl after the crash and had stopped 
to help. “’No, no, keep going, keep 
going,’ Woody told me.” But Fischer 
got off and helped Pahl to a place on 
the bank where he would be visible 
to the sweeper vehicles, he said.

“There were scary parts. I had to 
drop below 45 mph on the asphalt 
sections,” Fischer said. But he said 
Pahl’s crash would not deter him from 
participating in another Alcan 200.

The van came upon Jeff Schamber, 
another racer who had gone off the 
highway. According to race rules, 
only other racers with bibs can help 
you get your sled back on the road and 
running, Mitman said. Three racers 
hopped out of the van and hauled 
Schamber’s sled to the highway. 
Schambers mounted his sled and 
sped off across the asphalt. He was 
the final racer to cross the finish line 
with a total time of 2:32:17.

An hour earlier, Haines resident 
Jack Smith Jr. crossed the finish 
line with a time of 1:28:29, taking 
first place and breaking his five-

year streak of finishing second. His 
average speed for the course was just 
over 105 mph. He was followed by 
second-place finisher Tanner Kulych 
and third-place finisher Michael 
Ward. 

Smith Jr. was still grinning when 
the sweeper van pulled in an hour 
and a half after his victory. Beer in 
hand, he greeted fellow racers as 
they clambered out of the vehicle. 
For Smith Jr. in that moment, as 
he wandered around smiling and 
clapping his companions on the back, 
it looked  as though all the money 
and risk had been worth it.

Fellow racers pull Jeff Schamber’s sled out of a ditch, allowing him to complete the Alcan 200. Ceri 
Godinez photo.
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766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Shop locally.
Support your 
friends and 
neighbors!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
winter hours

tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p 

766-2869

open all winter

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Just In! 
Kahtoola M’s & W’s MICROspikes 
& Crampons, Serious Footwear 

Traction, STABILicers Maxx, Run and 
Walk also in stock now.

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required, flexible 
hours, and working night shift 
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

RAINBOW GLACIER ADVENTURES 
is hiring Photography, Kayaking, 
Rafting, Wildlife Viewing and 
Sightseeing guides for summer 
2020. RGA specializes in small-
group tours with high-quality 
guides. Part-time and full-time 
positions available, training 
provided. Pay DOE.  Call us at 
766-3576 (cb)

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom apartment 
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy 

(Un)Classified Ads
$1,200 a month. Includes water 
& sewer, heat, electric, garbage. 
Covered parking, storage unit, 
elevator. Veterans only must verify 
with DD-214 and have honorable 
discharge. Applications available 
at SEARHC 3100 Channel Drive, 
Suite 300 Juneau, AK 99801; 
contact Gail Dabaluz at 907-364-
4455. (03-06 paid)

WANTED,  o ld  a i rc ra f t  par ts 
inventories and non-airworthy 
aircraft. Instate buyer. 907-745-
6969 (landline). (05-08)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The HBSD is looking for a Track 
Coach.  Closes Feb. 19th.  Please 
contact Ashley at 766-6725 or 
ashley@hbsd.net  for more info. 
(05-06b)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
The HBSD is looking for a K-12 
Principal.  Contact Ashley at 
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
for more info.  Closes 2/28/20. 
(06-08b)

CAPTAIN’S CHOICE MOTEL is 
now accepting applications for 
the summer season for both 
Front Desk and Housekeeping. 
Front Desk position to as soon 
as application period ends.
Stop by between 9am -5pm 
M-F to pick up application and 
schedule interview. Must be a 
team player and attention to detail 
is requirement for all positions. 
(06-07)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.
STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

• Drain Cleaning 
• Boiler Work 
• New Construction / Remodel 
• Radiant Heating Design and 
Installation 
• Parts sales / Installation 
Procedures 
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation

Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Mechanical 

Contractor

Call to make an appointment  

“Your Haines Plumbing & 
Heating Headquarters”

Haines, Alaska 766-2086

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

• IFR Certified
in Caravan Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am

2:05 pm

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule 
February 1 - March 6

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

8:50 am
11:50 am

2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm

3:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

2:15 pm          2:30 pm              2:25 pm         2:40 pm

6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

Buy a month’s pass and 
receive a membership for a 

friend for half price!
Membership rate change effective March 1. Buy your 

annual pass before that to avoid the higher rate.

Valentine’s Day Special:

New posts at tommorphet.com
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Bob Rehfeld is coming to Haines.
Friday, February 14th - Sunday, February 16th

Limited appointments available 
at the Haines Office. 

Call 789-3178

219 Main St, Haines AK • 907-789-3178

MOTORIZED AVALANCHE RESCUE COURSE
Saturday, February 15th
5:30 - 7:30pm, classroom
Sunday, February 16th
8:30am - 4:30pm, field day
$100 - 8 hour certificate
Visit Alaskasnow.org/learn 
for more information & to 
sign up.

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Snow on ground: 54 inches 

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather

Day        Date         High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

34
37
39
32
38
41
37

16
33
29
21
22
34
28

February 4
February 5
February 6
February 7
February 8
February 9
February 10

0.42
0.14

0
0.01
0.14
0.14
0.48

Day        Date         High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

23
30
34
31
26
34
34

12
22
13
9
9

18
19

0.13
0.03

0
0

0.05
0.18
0.30

February 4
February 5
February 6
February 7
February 8
February 9

February 10

RALLY from page 1
cases, the ferry allows students to 
travel for athletic competitions. 
The Skagway basketball team was 
stuck in Juneau for five days after 
the Matanuska broke down. For 
students struggling in school, missing 
an extra five days of classes because 
of lack of ferry service could be an 
insurmountable academic hurdle, 
he said.

Palmieri said he spoke with 
legislators during his trip to Juneau. 
While the response was not what he’d 
hoped for as no one was able to offer 
a short-term solution, “at least they 
know where we’re coming from,” 
he said. “This is a highway. It’s the 
marine highway.”

Sophia Armstrong brought her 
first-grade class to the rally. Her 
students signed the large banner 
reading “Save our Ferries” that 
mayor Jan Hill said she plans to 
deliver to the legislature next week. 
Armstrong’s class had also written 
letters to legislators sharing the 
importance of the ferry in their lives. 
“I asked them ‘why do we need our 
ferries?’ and they all had really good 
reasons,” she said. 

One student’s mom has cancer and 
flew down to California for treatment, 
Armstrong said. “She got stuck in 
Juneau on the way back. She had 
already been away for two months.” 
Other students have parents in Juneau 
who they can’t visit regularly because 
of the lack of service, she said.

RALLY: Top left clockwise: Art Woodard couldn’t carry a sign becasue 
he had to manage his dog, Gooch who’s “Too Big to fly!” Luck Dunbar 
and his son Archie want to “Make Our Ferries Great Again!” Cora 
Hoffman, Sydney Salmon and Allie Lloyd love their Blue Canoe. Kyle 
Clayton photos. 

Armstrong said she supports a 
return to regular ferry service because 
“there are times when you have to go 
to Juneau.” She recently had a car 
part recalled. “The only place they 
would pay to fix it was in Juneau,” 
she said. If this had happened after 
the ferry sailings were canceled, she 
would have had a much harder time 
getting her car fixed, she said.

Many of her students are afraid 
to fly, Armstrong said. In her own 
letter to legislators, Armstrong 
discussed the down side of relying 
on small planes for transportation. 
Flying her family of four to Juneau 
is cost prohibitive, she said. “It’s five 
hundred dollars for all of us one way.”  

Hill said she was pleased with 
the positive spirit of the event and 
thanked Haines for coming out in 
full force. She said the overwhelming 
message she had heard while at 
Southeast Conference is that people 
need to send letters and stories that 
let policymakers know how the ferry 
issues are affecting them.

While letters like those written 
by Armstrong and her class will be 
delivered to legislators, it is unclear 
if and how lawmakers will address 
their concerns. Hill said lobbying 
efforts were making headway with 
legislators but not quickly enough. 
Meanwhile, without a ferry, Haines 
residents continue to run the risk of 
missing school, work, and medical 
appointments.

Mayor Jan Hill said she had  heard 
the state was working to provide 
alternative service to communities 
in February and said, “It’s the 
state’s responsibility to provide this 
transportation.” 

At a House Finance Committee 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 10, 
deputy commissioner for the Alaska 
Department of Transportation Mary 
Siroky said moving people and 
freight in the Upper Lynn Canal 
could happen soon. The department 
is actively communicating with 
companies that could provide those 
services, she said. By the end of this 
week the department hopes to “have 
a good idea of how we might be able 
to fill in for some service that we 
recognize people need.”

Hill also suggested that the lack of 
ferry service could be an economic 
opportunity for private companies 
like Allen Marine to step up and fill 
the gap on their own.

Haines Chamber of Commerce 
executive director Tracey Harmon 
said she had received a quote from 
Allen Marine for a roundtrip charter 
between Haines and Juneau for 
$7,600. Allen Marine’s vessel can 
hold approximately 125 passengers. 
Operating at maximum capacity both 
ways, this would translate to $30 
per passenger to cover the charter 
costs. However, the last state-funded 
Allen Marine sailing, which was 
chartered to serve a backlog of people 
stranded in Juneau and Haines due to 
weather, only served a total of 148 
passengers traveling between the 
two destinations. This translates to 
$51 per ticket to cover charter costs.

Assembly member Stephanie Scott 

FERRY from page 3
moved that the assembly direct the 
drafting of a letter in support of a 
state-funded solution for the service 
gap. “It’s important for the assembly 
to take a position on this issue,” 
she said.

“I think it’s valuable to continue 
putting it back (to the state),” 
assembly member Zephyr Sincerny 
said, speaking in support of the letter. 
“The state has certain financial and 
service obligations that it owes to 
residents and municipalities. It is in 
the best interest of the borough to 
continue to be vocal about our needs 
and continue to hold them to the 
obligations they’ve made to us and 
other communities that are affected 
by changes in service.”

Harmon said she worried the state 
might not move quickly enough to 
serve students traveling back from 
sporting events on Feb. 15 and asked 
the assembly to continue to apply 
pressure.

Beyond writing a letter to 
legislators, the next steps for the 
borough will depend on what the 
state decides to do with regard to 
ferry service, Schnabel said. She 
said she would try to find out what 
the Department of Transportation’s 
plans are. 

If they’re not going to do anything 
to fill the gap until March, then there 
might be a need for the borough to 
step in, she said. “I think that there’s 
enough people in the community 
that are needing the transportation 
services that in the absence of the 
state being responsive to that need, 
somebody probably needs to be.” 
She noted that transportation is a 

service traditionally offered by the 
government.

Schnabe l  sa id  she ’s  no t 
concerned by arguments that a 
borough-subsidized ferry would 
set a precedent, allowing the state 
to offload yet another funding 
responsibility to local government. 
We wouldn’t provide “anything but 
the most superficial service,” she 
said. “It’s not sustainable.” Without 
larger vessels capable of transporting 
cars and navigating winter waters and 
without a funding source to cover 
expenses, the service the borough 
could offer would not be a viable 
replacement for state-funded ferry 
service, she said.

The Department of Transportation 
did not respond to questions about 
the status of a state-funded ferry 
alternative in February by the 
deadline for this article.

During public comment, resident 
Tom Morphet suggested a different 
solution to resolve the ferry crisis. 
Haines needs to “begin a discussion 
for seceding from Alaska either as 
an independent state of Southeast 
Alaska or as a community annexed 
to British Columbia. Last time I 
checked, British Columbia had an 
operating ferry system,” he said 
during public comment. 

In response to giggles from the 
audience, Morphet said, “Holding 
polite rallies is fine, but this 
community is being clobbered by 
a legislature that doesn’t care. Do 
something to get their attention.” He 
described the state as a cat playing 
with Southeast and said, “it’s time 
for the mouse to bite the cat.”

that committee members consider 
combining the lightering float project 
with the drive-down float to create a 
year-round, multi-use facility in the 
Small Boat Harbor.

The prospect of combining the 
two facilities raised concerns for 
members of the Tourism Advisory 
Board. Chair Andy Hedden said he 
had a problem with the idea of busing 
passengers coming off large cruise 
ships to the Small Boat Harbor to 
board the fast ferry to Skagway. “Part 
of the appeal of Haines is getting 
people to Skagway to go on the train 
efficiently… I understand the idea of 
joining forces to get something done, 
but I think it’s a bit of a reach.”

Port and Harbor Advisory 
Committee vice chair Norm Hughes 
said his concern was that the current 
lightering float at the Port Chilkoot 
Dock was getting use it wasn’t 
designed for as catamarans have 
increased in size. “Eventually it’s 
going to hit the end of its life,” he 
said. He suggested that commercial 
passenger vessel tax funds from 
either the borough or the state could 
be channeled toward renovations.

According to state law, cruise 
ships in Alaska must pay $34.50 
per passenger per voyage to the 
state. These funds get deposited in 
the state’s commercial passenger 
vessel tax (CPV) account. Subject to 
appropriation by the legislature, the 
state then distributes $5 per passenger 
to the first seven ports of call on a 
ship’s voyage. 

Any leftover funds that remain 
in the state’s CPV account can be 
used for projects throughout the 
state that “improve port and harbor 
infrastructure, provide services 
to commercial passenger vessels 
and the passengers on board those 
vessels, or improve the safety and 
efficiency of the interstate and foreign 
commerce activities in which the 
vessels and the passengers on board 
those vessels are engaged.”

The legislative finance division 
estimates roughly $31 million will 
be available for appropriation in the 
state’s CPV account for the fiscal 
year that begins on July 1, 2020. Of 
this, $21 million will be distributed 
to individual communities along 
cruise routes. The remaining $10 
million will be available for use 
by the state, which could direct it 
toward any number of projects. The 
governor’s proposed capital budget 
for the coming fiscal year includes 
$3.1 million from the CPV account 
for a rail-port connection in Seward.

Hedden said he liked the idea 
of finding a way to channel CPV 
funds toward Small Boat Harbor 
renovations, but cautioned against 
getting too creative, citing a recent 
lawsuit in Juneau. In 2018, a federal 
judge ruled that the City and Borough 
of Juneau could only use cruise ship 
passenger tax funds for projects that 
directly support cruise ships.

Haines Borough manager Debra 
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designation process. The House 
Resource Committee heard from 
11 opponents of the bill before 
the committee ran out of time. 
Testimony was focused on the 
importance of Alaska’s waters and 
the political nature of a legislative 
decision compared to a science-
based approach. “I’m asking for 
help in protecting our streams 
and rivers,” Dan Hotch said. “I 
guess people don’t have the same 
understanding of land as we do and 
we want to protect it.

Written statements in opposition 
include letters from Chilkat 
Indian Village (CIV), Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council, 
and private citizens. “Designation 
should not be a statutory process,” 
the Klukwan village council 
wrote. “Inviting the legislature 
to make such a determination 
politicizes a process that is best 
left to professionals with natural 
resource/science expertise.” 
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Schnabel said it’s unrealistic to 
rely on the borough’s share of the 
CVP tax to fund multimillion-dollar 
harbor  renovations since the borough 
collects only $200,000 annually.

Tourism Advisory Board member 
Sean Gaffney introduced another 
potential harbor project that would 
benefit from funding: a mooring 
float at the end of the Port Chilkoot 
Dock. He said the float should be 
a priority over a new lightering 
facility as it would allow smaller, 
400-passenger cruise ships to tie up 
instead of anchoring offshore and 
shuttling passengers to shore. 

Cruise ships don’t like to lighter 
because it reduces the number 
of passengers who elect to come 
ashore, and ships make the bulk 

The letter also states that the bill 
lacks specific designation criteria 
and details such as an appeal 
process and temporal limits. 

A letter in support of the bill 
submitted by the Alaska Miners 
Association and the organizations 
listed above states, “Given the 
significant restrictions that 
would be placed on water bodies 
designated as (Tier 3), and the 
significant social and economic 
impacts to Alaska, it is our position 
that the authority to designate an 
ONRW or Tier 3 water must lie 
solely with the legislature,” the 
letter states. Two other letters of 
support were submitted.

Public testimony will resume on 
Friday, Feb. 14 during the House 
Resources Committee meeting at 1 
p.m. Public comment can be given 
by phone by calling 844-586-9085, 
and the meeting can be streamed 
online at akleg.gov.

of their money from selling shore 
excursions, Gaffney said. Other ports 
are moving to these types of floats, he 
said. “At some point, we will really 
disadvantage ourselves if we don’t 
have one. This decision will have a 
big impact on our economy.”

Gaffney said funding would need 
to come from CPV funds or other 
outside sources rather than borough 
taxpayer revenue. He said other 
communities in Southeast have 
used either CPV funds or direct 
investments from cruise lines to 
renovate harbor facilities. 

The joint meeting was a first step 
toward prioritizing a list of port 
and harbor facility capital projects. 
The Port and Harbor  Advisory 
Committee will meet next on Feb. 27. 


