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Lowe gets $53K in
payout, paid leave

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Police Chief 

Gary Lowe will receive three 
months of  paid leave plus 
a $36,000 payout as part of a 
“negotiated separation agreement” 
with the Haines Borough.

The agreement, signed April 
8 and released Tuesday, was 
negotiated between manager 
Mark Earnest, Lowe and attorney 
Brooks Chandler. 

It allows Lowe to remain on 
paid leave until June 17, when he 
will qualify to receive 100 percent 
of the borough’s contributions to 
his retirement account, and the 
additional $36,000.

According to chief fiscal 
officer Jila Stuart, three months’ 
leave amounts to $17,095. That 
compares to Lowe’s $84,000 
salary for the current fiscal year. 

When Lowe approached the 
borough with his resignation, he 
requested to remain employed 
until June 17 in order to obtain the 
retirement benefits, Earnest said.

Earnest would not otherwise 
comment on the nature or length of 
the negotiations, how the $36,000 
figure was reached or why the 
borough engaged in a separation 
agreement instead of terminating 
Lowe outright. 

Mayor Stephanie Scott, who 
signed the agreement on behalf 
of the assembly, said it is in the 
best interest of the community 
because it protects the borough 
from a lawsuit. However, she said 
Lowe hadn’t explicitly threatened 
to sue and she couldn’t say what 
grounds he might have for a suit. 

“The objective was to allow the 

chief to step down without legal 
repercussions to the borough and 
to move as quickly as possible 
to repairing and restoring the 
department’s credibility. So if this 
is what it took in order to achieve 
that, I would say that maybe 
in this case the ends justify the 
means,” Scott said. The agreement 
includes a covenant for Lowe not 
to sue.

Assembly member Norm Smith 
said he thought Lowe might 
sue, and pointed to Earnest’s 
failure to conduct performance 
evaluations (including Lowe’s) for 
four years as a possible rationale 
for a suit. Assembly member 
Debra Schnabel also said the 
lack of evaluations could have 
contributed to how the situation 
with Lowe has been resolved.  

“(Lowe) was not evaluated for 
four years. We have a manager that 
for four years told the assembly 
and the chief that (Lowe) was 
doing a great job... If the chief 
had been evaluated on a regular 
basis in a formal way, would many 
of the concerns that have been 
underscored by staff complaints, 
would they have been dealt with? 
Would that have happened? I can’t 
say,” Schnabel said. 

Schnabel said while she found 
the cash payout portion of the 
contract to be “adequate,” she had 
a problem with allowing Lowe 
to remain employed with the 
borough until June just to secure 
benefits. 

“In my opinion, it was an 

YOUTH SALUTE -- Skiers and snowboarders at the Olen Nash Memorial Big Air Contest cheer 
after a day of jumping at Chilkat Pass Sunday. Prizes were awarded in beginner, intermediate and 
advanced divisions.  See story, page 6. 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Assembly 

Tuesday discussed potential 
ways to keep the pool open, 
including possibly raising fees 
or implementing a membership 
system.

The assembly discussed the 
matter during its second public 
budget workshop. 

Manager Mark Earnest is 
recommending the pool be closed 
for three months in the summer to 
save about $35,000 in the budget. 

During the Tuesday meeting, 
Victoria Moore and Suzanne 
Vuillet-Smith spoke out in support 
of the pool and its importance 
to the community, saying they 
would be happy to pay more for 
the service if that’s what it takes to 
keep the facility open year-round.

Vuillet-Smith said the pool 
not only provides recreational 
activity, but promotes water safety 
through swimming lessons during 
the summer. Closing the facility 
would set a “dangerous precedent” 
for how borough funds are spent 
and withheld, she said.

“I frequently say to people, ‘I 
could not live in Haines, Alaska, if 
it weren’t for good daycare, a good 
school system and the pool,’” 
Vuillet-Smith said. 

Assembly member Debra 
Schnabel requested a report on 
pool usage, including data on the 
number of swims recorded, from 
pool manager RaeAnn Galasso. 
Schnabel said the data could 
possibly be used to calculate 
how much fees would need to be 
increased to fill the $35,000 hole.

Scott suggested the borough 
conduct some sort of survey to 
gauge pool user receptiveness to 
increased fees.

Assembly member Steve Vick 

said he would like to give the pool 
staff an opportunity to present 
solutions for saving money, such 
as cutting staff hours or reducing 
the pool temperature by a couple 
degrees. 

Though Earnest’s budget shows 
a roughly $500,000 deficit for 
the upcoming fiscal year, it also 
shows a $2 million fund balance 
in the areawide general fund and 
$1.9 million fund balance in the 
townsite service area. 

Earnest said in his experience, 
the rule of thumb is to keep four to 
six months of operating expenses 
in fund balance. 

“I know there are organizations 
that have a lower minimum 

threshold, but I believe that it 
would be highly irresponsible to 
go lower than four months, and I 
strongly believe that six months is 
appropriate for Haines,” he said in 
an interview Wednesday. 

In addition to discussing the 
pool’s budget, the assembly also 
looked into other departments 
Tuesday night, including public 
works, public facilities, solid 
waste, sinking funds, the harbor, 
water, sewer, Port Chilkoot dock, 
Lutak dock and fire service areas.

While the assembly asked 
questions of the various department 

By Karen Garcia
For now, coffee appears to 

be safe in the Haines Borough 
budget.

In discussion of the public 
works  budge t  Tuesday, 
assembly member Joanne 
Waterman said she would like 
to see coffee removed from the 
budgeted list of expenses.

“Coffee is a personal item. 
It’s not a borough expense. 
Borough money should not 
be used to pay for employee 
coffee,” Waterman said.

When mayor Stephanie 
Scott pointed out coffee is 
included in the budgets of 
several different departments 
and asked whether Waterman 
was suggesting the cut be made 
borough-wide, Waterman said 
yes. “I realize it might be a 
little thing, but I just don’t 

agree with it,” she said.
Manager Mark Earnest asked 

public facilities director Carlos 
Jimenez how much of the $150 
dedicated to “coffee, toilet 
paper, paper towel, etc.” was 
actually for coffee. Jimenez 
estimated about $30.

Jimenez offered to just strike 
the coffee from the budget – he 
requested the $150 remain, but 
said he could live with $30 
being chopped – but discussion 
continued.

Chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart 
echoed Scott, clarifying that 
other borough departments 
provide coffee to employees 
and citizens. “This isn’t the 
only department that makes 
coffee. The dispatch and police 
have coffee; they work 24 

See JAVA page 8

Assembly hears budget concerns

Weather or not: Town
cleanup in the works

 S n o w  o r  n o  s n o w,  t h e 
community clean-up is on.

 Bags for collecting rubbish 
and recyclables from public areas 
around town became available 
Monday at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Gateway 
Bui ld ing  on  Main  S t ree t . 
Beginning April 27 and through 
May 11, they’ll be accepted 
without charge at the Community 
Waste Solutions landfill on FAA 
Road.

 The effort is sponsored by CWS, 
Chilkoot Indian Association, 
Haines Borough and the Haines 
Chamber of Commerce.

Passes  for  s ingle-s t ream 
recycling at CWS will be awarded 
to the three individuals collecting 
the most bags of trash. Non-profit 
groups earn $3 per bag and are 
eligible for additional cash prizes 

if they’re among the top three in 
total bags collected. The school 
class turning in the most bags wins 
a trip to Skagway on the fast ferry, 
including a day at Klondike Gold 
Fields tour concession to pan for 
gold and go dog-sledding. 

 Robert Butker, marketing 
director for CWS, said the company 
previously offered dump passes to 
the biggest trash collectors but is 
offering recycling passes as part of 
efforts to emphasize its recycling 
program. “We’re trying to recycle 
as much as the stuff that’s brought 
in as possible, so we’re offering 
recycling passes to keep that 
theme up.”

 CWS also will offer to take 
all junk tires for free. People can 
bring tires from their back yards, 

See CLEAN page 9
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Thursday, April 18 
 Haines Port and Harbor Advisory 
Committee meeting,  10:30 a.m. in assembly 
chambers.
 Music in the Stacks with Howl’s Pals (Scott 
Pearce & Friends), noon to 1 p.m. at the library.
   Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
    Burger Night, 5 p.m. at American Legion.
 LUNAFEST dinner, films and silent 
auction,  5:30 p.m. at Harriett Hall.  
 Examining Sustainable Mining Practices 
with Dave Chambers,  6 to 8 p.m. at the library.
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting,   6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Game Night for all ages,  6:30 to 9 p.m. at 
the library.
Friday, April 19
 Children’s Reading Foundation of Haines 
celebration, 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the elementary  
school gym. Activity tables for little ones. 
 Music in the Stacks with Liz Marantz-
Falvey,  noon to 1 p.m. at the library.
 Haines Chamber of Commerce Luncheon,   
noon to 1 p.m. at the Chilkat Center lobby. 
Speaker: John Binkley, Alaska Cruise 
Association.
 Teen Drop-in Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m. Public 
Health Nurse available to answer questions on 
topics important to teen health, including con-
traception. Confidential and safe  environment. 
Every Friday. 766-3300.
 After-school Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library. Also Mondays 
and Wednesdays.
 Wil l iam McRoberts :  Dig i ta l  Art 
Photography Exhibit opening reception,  5 
to 7 p.m. at the museum.
 “Dinner With Friends,” 7 p.m. at Chilkat 
Center. Shows also 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Not appropriate for ages 18 and under. 
Child care provided for a fee.
Monday, April 22
 DMV Closed, through April 24. 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Love and Logic: Raising Responsible 
Adults, 6 to 7 p.m. at the library. Presented by 
Lynn Canal Counseling.  Childcare provided.
 Oscar Nominated Live-Action Short Films, 
$6 presented by the Haines Arts Council.7 p.m.at 
the museum.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
high school gym. Same time Wednesday.
Tuesday, April 23
 CPR Class for the public, 8:30 to 3 p.m. at 

the firehall. $25 plus book. 766-2115.
 Haines Borough budget  committee of 
the whole meeting, 4:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.
 Taco Tuesday, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion.
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30  
p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the museum.
 Open Gym Basketball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
high school gym. Same time Thursday.
Wednesday, April 24
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at elementary school gym. 766-2152.
 Haines Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 
9:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
Thursday, April 25
 Lynn Canal Conservation Annual 
Membership Appreciation Potluck, 6 p.m. 
at #47 Soapsuds Alley in Fort Seward.
 Alaska Native Storyteller Ishmael Hope, 
as part of Culture Days. 6:30 p.m. at the library.
Friday, April 26
 Annual Hospice Rummage Sale donation 
day, 9 to 5:30 p.m. at the ANB Hall.
 Spring Fling with Julia Scott and the 
Perpetual Beer Run, 5:30 p.m. at Harriett Hall.   
$10 for non-members.
Saturday, April 27
 Seaweed Identification, 8 a.m. at Viking 
Cove. Contact Marlena Saupe for more 
information at 766-2731.
 Annual Hospice Rummage Sale, 9 to 5:30 
p.m. at the ANB Hall. Also Sunday 10 to 2 p.m.
 Ceremonial Groundbreaking of Soboleff 
McRae Veterans’ Village,   3:30 p.m. at Second 
Ave. and Dalton Street.
Sunday, April 28
 “Soiree   Enchantee” performance of 
magic and music, 7 p.m. in the Chilkat Center 
lobby. Presented by the Haines Arts Council. 
Monday, April 29
 Haines Port Security meeting, noon in 
assembly chambers.
 Haines Board of Equalization meeting, 6 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
Tuesday, April 30
 Oscar-Nominated Animated Shorts, 7 
p.m. at the museum. Presented by the Haines 
Arts Council, $6.
Saturday, May 11
 Lemonade Day, look for stands around 
town.

  
  

         See DULY page 10

Duly Noted

Vandal should replace missing signs
To the vandal who tore my “no trespassing” sign down off of the cable 

in my driveway on Riverview Drive, I think that you should have called 
me if you wanted to talk to me. This type of behavior is very childish 
and is a crime. It’s my prerogative to do as I wish in my yard, so if you 
would like to replace it, you can send the money to P.O. Box 1545 in 
Haines or mail me two new signs. They are there for my privacy, not 
for your entertainment. 

                        Anne Ennen 

Salmon can co-exist with hydro plant
Rob Goldberg is concerned that a road, a bridge, a penstock, a dam, 

a powerhouse and a transmission line to Connelly Lake hydro site 
will affect the upper Chilkoot River salmon runs. Has all of the above 
had any effect on the Ten Mile Creek salmon runs? Zero! And those 
fish have to swim through a small culvert with cars and 18-wheelers 
passing just a few feet overhead 24-7! Zero effect. The loud whine of 
the turbine also has zero effect! The road and bridge system up the 
Chilkat and Chilkoot rivers also has zero effect on salmon. The same 
is true along the salmon-rich Copper River.

Rob’s answer is wind power. Solar expansion of air by day creates 
wind, but stops at night. Storms create wind but it can be weeks between 
storms. Ice storms can destroy a wind turbine and a wind turbine can 
kill an eagle in seconds. Unlike wind, water can be stored to generate 
electricity 24-7, year-round. Releasing much-needed water in extreme, 
sub-zero, dry winters such as this year could save tens of thousands 
of vulnerable salmon fry.

          Dave Werner

Station’s third wine tasting a success
KHNS would like to thank everyone that joined us at our third annual 

Spring Wine Tasting. It was a wonderful evening. We cannot make it 
happen without our diligent volunteers. A big thank you to Sarah Jaymot 
and Amy Swanstrom for keeping the kitchen flowing, Albert Sacks and 
Cherri Price for running the doors, and the Southeast Alaska State 
Fair helping with the raffle. Thanks also to Specialty Imports, K&L 
Distributing, and Odom Corp for all the donated wine, Alaskan Liquor 
Store and Outfitter Liquors for raffle donations, our hard working staff 
and board members for participating, and finally to Mountain Market 
and Spirits for sponsoring and donations. A toast to spring!

                                                                            Leslie Ross, KHNS

Community supported taco fundraiser
I would like to thank all who helped with the Head Start taco 

fundraiser. We would like to thank the community for their support by 
coming out and enjoying a wonderful dinner and the local businesses 
for their generous support of food and door prizes. I would like to 
thank Olerud’s, Howsers IGA, and Delta Western for the food and 
supplies and also Hog Heaven, Mountain Market, Hungry Moose, 
Miles Furniture, Haisler Hardware and Buckshot and Bobbypins for 
wonderful door prizes. I would also like to thank the Emblem Club for 
its very generous donation to the fundraiser. 

                    Mellisa Blaine for Haines Head Start Parents and Teachers 

‘Respect’ turnout shows town cares
I would like to thank everyone that participated in the recent 

“Choose Respect” march. Your presence made a statement that our 
community does care! I would like to thank our guest speakers, Kevin 
Worley from Gov. Sean Parnell’s office, Amy Williams, assistant district 
attorney, former mayor Jan Hill, and Joe Hotch. Each of you presented 
powerful messages about healthy relationships and stopping domestic 
violence. And a very special thank you to Keva Shull for your amazing 
performance in singing “Family Portrait” by Pink. There was not a 
dry eye in the building by the time you finished! And lastly, a heartfelt 
thank you to my husband Stan Mazeikas for all his help. I hope to see 
you next year.

        Jackie Mazeikas

More than 40 volunteer for hospice
The National Volunteer Week, April 21-27, 2013, is a special time 

to celebrate local people doing extraordinary things through service 
for our community and the people that live here. 

 Hospice of Haines’ board and staff would like to express our immense 
appreciation and gratitude to the more than 40 individuals serving 
our Chilkat Valley as in-home hospice, bridge and bereavement care 
volunteers. You absolutely make a difference every day, and we are 
thankful for you!

 Hospice volunteers are unique individuals with a deep compassion 
for those who are terminally ill or have life-limiting conditions.  They 
give selflessly of their time and energy to our clients: holding a hand 
that is in need of gentle touch or reading a book that tired eyes can 
no longer see. They provide respite for the caregivers, sitting at the 
bedside with a smile and quiet presence to one who needs both.  
Volunteers may also creatively spend time with their clients checking 
mail, shopping for groceries, sharing stories over lunch and providing 
needed companionship. Hospice of Haines volunteers are extremely 
flexible, punctual, reliable, and sensitive.  They give of their hearts.  

Our volunteers come from many backgrounds and have a large 
range of life experiences. They are male, female, young, old, business 
people, retirees, nurses and more. Regardless of their backgrounds, 
our hospice volunteers share the commonality of compassionate and 
caring hearts. And, most of all, they want to make a difference! Thank 
you for all that you do.

                                           Shannon McPhetres, Hospice of Haines
                                                 Volunteer Coordinator

By Sara Callaghan Chapell
 Ramona and Frank Holmes 

have returned from their winter 
residence in Albany, Ore. Former 
summer resident Lisa Kurian 
visited with the couple over dinner 
one night. Lisa lives in Eugene 
and is a hydrologist with the U.S. 
Forest Service. She sends her 
greetings to Haines friends. Frank 
and Ramona also took time out for 
sunshine, celebrating their 20th 
wedding anniversary in Orlando, 
Fla.

 Ginger  Wierzbanowski , 
daughter of Irene and Keith 
Stigen of Haines, has been named 
vice-president of space, missile 
defense, advanced technology 
and ground programs at Northrop 
Grumman Corporation at Falls 
Church, Va. Ginger graduated 
from Craig High School. She is 
retired from the Air Force and 
lives in Virginia with husband 
Scott and children Benjamin and 
Cali.

 Enterprising fundraisers Claire 
Waldo and Miranda Haddock 
sorted through their rooms and 
donated items for a garage sale 
last Saturday to benefit their 
fourth grade class Golden Circle 
camping trip in May. This is an 
annual adventure for Ms. Patty 
Brown’s class.  They made $81.05 
for their class fund. Alyssa Alcock 
helped with sales. 

 Jessica  Edwards ,  Sally 
Andersen and Sara Chapell 

spent the weekend in the Seattle 
area where they found time for 
shopping, good coffee and friends. 
In Seattle they ran into sisters Lisa 
Blank and Anna Jurgeleit, who 
were having breakfast with Anna’s 
daughter Elizabeth. Elizabeth is a 
junior majoring in interior design 
at Washington State University. 
They also had dinner with former 
resident Susannah Muench, who 
lives in Seattle with her husband 
and two sons. The friends took 
the ferry to Whidbey Island, 
where Jessica and Sara completed 
the Whidbey Island Marathon 
and Sally completed the half 
marathon. Former resident Debbie 
Zmistowski Fisher and friend 
Shannon Eubank drove from 
Bellingham with their children 
Saturday afternoon to take Jessica 
out to dinner and wish her well 
before her first marathon. On 
the way home in the Seattle 
airport, the friends ran into Karen 
Meizner and Russ Bowman, 
who were returning from San 
Antonio, Texas where they saw 
daughter Emily Bowman. Emily 
is a freshman at Trinity College.

 Work by Haines photographer 
John S. Hagen has been accepted 
to the Trail of Tears Art Show and 
Sale at the Cherokee Heritage 
center in Park Hill, Okla. The 
show is a national exhibition 
of American Indian and Alaska 
Native art. Last year’s exhibition 
included 87 Native American 

artists from 13 tribal nations, 
featuring 145 art pieces. This 
year’s show opens April 20. 
John has three photos hanging 
at Kenneth J. Minnaert Center 
for the Arts in Olympia, Wash. 
His photographs are part of 
the gallery’s Native American 
Heritage Art Exhibit. A snow 
shot Hagen took was included in 
the “Oh Snap” exhibit of Alaska 
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GRAND OPENING
Of

Knot Your Day Designs!
April 24th 

Bennett Building 
in Dalton City

April Hours
Wednesday 11 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 9 - 11 & noon - 2 p.m.
Friday 2 - 6 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.

Credit Cards Accepted  303-0206

25% off any purchase with this ad.
Offer Expires May 1st

25% off any purchase with this ad.
Offer Expires May 1st

Dinner With Friends
Presented by: 

Lynn Canal Community 
Players 

and  Dramatist Play Service

April 19 & 20 - 7 p.m. 
April 21 - 2 p.m.

At the Chilkat Center for 
the Arts 

This Play contains explicit language and is not 
recommended for anyone under 18.

Babysitting is available in the Chilkat Center basement

You are invited 
to the

Haines Borough School District

ANNUAL K-12 
ART SHOW
April 22 to 

May 3
During the School Day

All Over the School
See you there!  

Support the Arts in Our School

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Public 

Library Board is pursuing plans 
to construct a 600-square-foot 
addition to the library, but whether 
borough funds will be used to 
design the project is under debate.

Library board chair Anne Marie 
Palmieri said the group has been 
talking about the addition for 
the past two years but recently 
approached the borough, asking 
that $55,000 in borough funds 
previously allocated to a separate 
library project be reallocated for 
design of the addition.

The $55,000 was set aside 
several years ago for construction 
of a heated storage unit at the 
library. 

Palmieri said the addition is 
primarily to add work space for 
employees. The board’s plan 
is to fund construction of the 
project through outside sources 
like grants, she said.

“ W h e n  t h e  l i b r a r y  w a s 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e 
significantly fewer staff members 
and right now we have all of the 
staff desks really piled up on top 
of each other in the back room... 
It’s a shared work space, but 
it’s really a hallway, and there’s 
no place to do any of the book 
binding or mending. That has to be 
done on the same counter where 
the microwave is,” Palmieri said.

Public facilities director Carlos 
Jimenez said he understands the 
600-square-foot addition would 
include a conference room that 
could be used by both library 
staff and the public. The addition 
would be positioned in the space 

between the library and borough 
administration building, Jimenez 
said.

T h e  b o r o u g h ’s  f i n a n c e 
c o m m i t t e e  d i s c u s s e d 
reappropriating the $55,000 as 
part of a larger budget amendment 
package during an April 15 finance 
commit tee  meet ing.Haines 
Borough assembly member and 
finance committee chair Jerry 
Lapp balked at the requested 
change.

“The CIP was for a storage 
shed. This is totally different,” 
Lapp said.

“We’re going into what you 
might call a little tougher economic 
times and they’re expanding, 
which is in the end going to cost 
us more money to pay for that 
expansion... Do we need to do this 
at this time?” Lapp added.

The $55,000 price tag also 
raised the eyebrows of assembly 
member and finance committee 
member Debra Schnabel.

 “I can’t approve of it. I think 
that if it was $55,000 for heated 
storage, and if we reappropriate 
$10,000 of it for design, that 
somehow would make a little bit 
more sense to me... I’m looking 
at $55,000 in design work. It’s 
a huge amount of design work,” 
Schnabel said.

Lapp discussed striking the 
reappropriation from the budget 
amendment, but the committee 
decided to seek more information 
on the project. The assembly 
will ultimately vote on the 
amendment and decide whether 
to reappropriate the $55,000 for 
the addition.

Mayor Stephanie Scott said 

she believes the library board and 
assembly members need to get on 
the same page. “The library board 
has spent an enormous amount 
of time crafting this project and 
we’re unaware. They haven’t 
given us a written track of that 
craft. So I don’t think we need to 
be too judgmental right now. We 
can just say we don’t have enough 
information,” she said.

Jimenez said because the project 
is still very conceptual, he could 
not provide an estimated price 
tag. Manager Mark Earnest said 
design expenses normally account 
for 7 to 10 percent of a project’s 
total budget.

“A half-million dollar addition 
is what this amounts to, at a 
minimum,” Earnest said.

Jimenez said he started talking 
with library representatives three 
or four months ago. The group 
looked at several conceptual 
drawings of the addition, produced 
by Larry Larson at Deadtree 
Design, but hasn’t settled on 
anything yet, Jimenez said.

Because the library wasn’t 
designed with additions in mind, 
plans for such an addition need to 
be made very carefully, Palmieri 
said. For example, plans will need 
to retain access to an underground 
fuel tank or the tank will need to 
be moved elsewhere, she said.

“We are trying to be very 
conscientious and look at this in 
a realistic capacity,” Palmieri said.

Addition to library stirs discussion

REMEMBRANCE -- Catholic deacon Vince Hansen of Haines reads a bible passage about Jesus 
calming the seas at Sunday’s Blessing of the Fleet at the boat harbor in Haines. About 75 residents 
attended. Palms were scattered on the water of Portage Cove. John S. Hagen photo.

 
There was never a Chilkoot Lake Ice Classic, though Ted Gregg 

thought there should have been. Ted stood up at a Haines Chamber 
of Commerce meeting in the late 1980s and proposed, straight-faced, 
an end-of-winter lottery for locals to guess when the ice would melt 
off Chilkoot Lake.

The idea was a blatant rip-off of the Nenana Ice Classic, Alaska’s 
only sanctioned, statewide lottery, an event held since 1917. People 
pay $2.50 and guess the day, hour and minute the ice goes out on the 
Tanana River, as measured by a tripod frozen into the ice.

 Only that Ted’s proposal was to put a wrecked car out on the lake 
and sell chances on when it would sink, an idea with way more eye 
appeal than Nenana’s tripod pulling on a string attached to a timer. Ted 
understood fun, and that the genuine article often comes at someone 
else’s expense. In the case of his idea, it was the fish. Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game said permitting for dropping a junker into the lake 
was not going to happen. 

Ted’s proposal comes to mind with recent news that folks in Kenai 
are considering their own ice classic, using a two-ton block of ice 
instead of a car. They were hoping to use a tripod, but ran into their 
own permitting problems involving disturbance of king salmon habitat. 
(If there is a God in heaven, somewhere on a barstool there, Ted is 
rolling his eyes.)

As one of a few dozen local suckers who buy tickets in the Nenana 
classic each year, I propose we follow up on Ted’s idea. Why should we 
send our hard-earned money out-of-town when we can gamble at home?

Instead of Chilkoot Lake, our classic could be held in the parking 
lot at Third Avenue and Main Street. Blake Ward’s Chevy Malibu was 
stuck in ice there all winter, the victim of a seep that surfaces at the 
back of the lot and can become a glacier during cold spells. We could 
probably get a car frozen in there every year and place bets on when 
it would budge.

In fact, it may not be too late for a classic this year. The ice is gone, 
but the Malibu’s still there. Blake says he’s lost the keys. We could sell 
tickets guessing the minute, hour and day he finds them.

Hey, it’s a long winter. Fun grows thin. Some cash on the line can 
make the unknowns a bit more interesting. 

                                                                                 -- Tom Morphet

Dusty Trails
Apartments

270 2nd Ave. South, Haines, AK
Call 907-766-2329

· Rent subsidized by
   USDA Rural Development
· Rent Based on Income
   for Eligible Households

· 1,2 & 3 bedrooms · Carpet · Storage Area
· Appliances · On-Site Laundry Facility

· Off-Street Parking
Hearing Impaired

1-800-253-4091
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Cruise preview: 40 dockings, 45K passengers

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets for a 
FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau
7:40 a.m.

Except Sun.
8:00 a.m.

Mon - Fri Only
11:40 a.m.
2:25 p.m.
4:55 p.m.

6:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Online booking at: http://www.airexcursions.com
Come see our 

progress at the airport offi ce!

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  
Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

NEW NEW

We are proud supporters of the Haines community

Spring is here!
In stock now! Plenty of light weight rain jackets and running 
jackets by Nike, Sierra Designs, dutch Harbor Gear and 

Alaska Summit. 
Also Nike running and work out apparel men’s and 

women’s plenty of sizes and styles to choose from.

Open 8 am ‘til 6 pm 
Sun- Mon
766-3221

7a.m. - Midnight
766-2330

Start your Frolf season out RIGHT!
Come over and grab a new Innova disc

15% off all kids’ bikes
10% off spy eye wear
20% off skateboards

New AK Grown hoodies in stock
and other new products arriving soon.

Outfitter sporting goods 

Mike’s bikes and boards
Haines Quick Shop

For all your snacks and drinks
for a great day in Haines Alaska

In advertising, 
less can be more.

Call 766-2688
to place your ad today!

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

Bamboo Room
& Pioneer Bar

Community Donations
• A.N.S.
• H.H.S. Graduating 
  class
• Venturer Scouts
• S.E. Alaska State 
  Fair
• American Bald 
  Eagle Foundation
• King Salmon Derby

• Chilkat Snowburners
• School Spelling 
  Bee
• Emblem Club
  Community Services
• Chilkat Valley Preschool
• Alaska Women’s Lobby
• American Legion 
  Veteran’s Memorial

• New Year’s Taxi
• Kilimanjaro Trip
• Haines Chamber 
• Beer Fest Events  
• Yukon Trade Show
• KHNS Radio
• Haines Dolphins 
   Swim Team
•The Hammer Museum
• H.A.R.K.

Support a business that supports you

By Karen Garcia
Holland America’s 781-foot 

Zaandam will pull into the Port 
Chilkoot Dock May 22, the first 
large cruise ship docking of the 
summer season.

The Zaandam, which can carry 
2,087 passengers and crew, is 
scheduled to make nine visits 
to Haines between May and 
September. Holland America’s 
719-foot Statendam will also 
make nine dockings, bearing a 
projected 16,613 people over the 
entire season.

Tourism director Tanya Carlson 
said 40 dockings are projected 
for the coming season, five more 
than Carlson projected last year. 
In 2012, dockings included 22 
by large ships and 11 by small 
vessels.

About 44,800 people are 
anticipated to come to Haines via 
cruise ship this year.

Alaskan Dream Cruises is 
upping their dockings from three 

to eight, and American Spirit is 
also increasing from 10 to 11. 

Princess Cruise Lines, which 
brings the biggest ships, is 
dropping dockings from three to 
two this year, Carlson said.

Un-Cruise Adventures will 
make an appearance in Haines for 
the first time with two dockings 
of the 192-foot Safari Legacy. 
Championing its trips as “unique” 
and “an alternative to your typical 
cruise,” Un-Cruise Adventures’ 
arrival  in Haines is  l ikely 
attributable to the “Backroads 
Alaska” initiative, a partnership 
between Haines and Sitka to 
promote the benefits of docking 
in ports less traveled.

“We can only take one ship at 
a time, so the cruise passengers 
get the port to themselves for the 
day. It’s not shoulder-to-shoulder 
like it is in other areas. They get a 
real rural Alaska town. It’s not all 
commercialized like some of the 
other ports,” Carlson said.

While cruise ships are an 
important component of tourism 
in Haines, Carlson said she 
spends the majority of the tourism 
department’s marketing dollars on 
attracting independent travelers 
through advertising, membership 
in various organizations, and 
interviews with magazines and 
radio stations.

As part of next year’s budget, 
Carlson decided to drop $1,375 
in membership fees in the U.S. 
Travel Association and the 
American Bus Association and 
picked up a $2,000 membership 
in the Gay & Lesbian Convention 
and Visitors Bureau (GLCVB). 
The gay and lesbian population 
is largely an untapped market in 
Alaska; Haines would be the first 
city in the state to partner with the 
GLCVB, she said.

“It’s a sector that is really, I 
would say, past up-and-coming. 
They’re present. They have a 
lot of money to spend, and they 

actually charter entire ships that 
come to Alaska, usually once a 
year,” Carlson said.

Carlson has also been working 
with the tourism advisory group 
on several issues, including 
getting groomed, marked and 
mapped cross-country skiing and 
snowshoeing trails. It’s hard to 
advertise trails and entice people 
to come use them without having 
a hard document, like a brochure 
with a map, to point to.

  “Although we have some 
(trails), they’re not formalized. So 
it’s hard for me to send people and 
say, ‘Yeah, if you go to 25 Mile, 
there’s groomed trail there, just 

follow it.’ We don’t have anything 
mapped out. So that’s where 
there’s a little bit of a difficulty,” 
Carlson said.

Carlson has also set aside 
$1,950 for the Jilkaat Kwaan 
dancers to perform on the dock 
when large cruise ships pull 
in. (An additional $1,050 via a 
budget amendment for the present 
fiscal year is also being pursued).

“People  want  something 
different when they come to 
Alaska and they don’t get that 
anywhere else... This just gets 
them an up-close, personal 
experience with one of the cultures 
in Alaska,” she said. 

By Karen Garcia
After denying a former Haines 

bear monitor a permit to conduct 
small-scale bear-viewing tours 
along the Chilkoot River, the 
Haines Borough Assembly 
reversed its decision and voted 
unanimously to award the permit 
at its April 9 meeting.

The assembly split 3-3 during 
its March 26 meeting on whether 
to issue the permit to the Great 
Bear Foundation, a Montana-
based non-profit whose executive 
director, Shannon Donahue, 
worked as the bear monitor along 
the Chilkoot River for several 
years. Mayor Stephanie Scott 
broke the tie vote, denying the 
permit.

Assembly member Dave Berry, 
who originally voted against the 
permit, asked for reconsideration 
of the motion. 

Berry said he is concerned 
that the Great Bear Foundation 
is seeking to be recognized as a 
non-profit by the borough, but that 
he doesn’t have a problem with 
the actual tour. The non-profit 
request is being addressed through 
a separate agenda item that will 
come before the assembly at a 
future meeting.

Assembly member Debra 
Schnabel, who also initially voted 
against issuing the permit, said 
she changed her mind for several 
reasons, “primarily because the 
arguments made by many of the 
people in the community who 
are involved and engaged in the 
tourism industry feel (and who)
very strongly that it is not the 
purpose of our permitting function 

to be managing a state park.”
Scott, who also voted against 

the permit  during i ts  f irst 
appearance on the assembly’s 
agenda, said she spoke with 
Donahue after the meeting and 
was persuaded Donahue’s tours 
are geared toward education, not 
merely gawking at bears.

“I have been convinced that 
her tour isn’t a tour; it’s a class. 
Her tourists are students and 
the students of the Great Bear 
Foundation will be prepared to 
be advocates of the multiple-
use management of wildlife 
corridors,” Scott said, adding she 
intended to sign up for a tour.

Donahue told the assembly at 
the first meeting her tours would 
focus primarily on educating 
clients about bear ecology, 
behavior and safety, and would 
be priced so as not to undercut 
or compete with current tour 
operators. 

Profits from the tours would 
fund the Great Bear Foundation’s 
“bigger picture” objectives in 
Haines, including bear education 
p r o g r a m s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n a l 
materials, and other free services 
geared toward making residents 
and visitors more knowledgeable 
about bear ecology and human-
bear interactions, she said.

Donahue said she will still be 

seeking non-profit status from 
the borough for the Great Bear 
Foundation. “I would still like 
to be recognized as a tax-exempt 
non-profit by the borough, as 
we are by the state and federal 
government,  but we would 
absolutely have every intention of 
charging sales tax for the tours,” 
Donahue said.

Assembly members voiced 
concerns during the March 26 
meeting that non-profit status 
might allow the foundation to 
avoid paying sales tax.  

Assembly reverses bear tour vote

Free Firestater
AT THE chilkat 

valley news office
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Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through April 30

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:00  am 7:15 am Mon - Fri
 8:40 am  11:30 am Daily
 2:15 pm 2:30 pm Daily
  3:05 pm      6:30 pm Mon - Fri
 5:30 pm 5:45 pm Daily  

   7:30 am 11:20 am Mon - Fri
 8:15 am 8:30 am Daily 
11:45 am  2:05 pm Daily
 2:40 pm 2:55 pm Daily 
  5:55 pm  6:10 pm Daily
  6:45 pm  7:00 pm Mon - Fri
 

  7:00 am  8:15 am Mon - Fri
   8:40 am  9:15 am Daily
 11:55 am 12:30 pm Daily
   3:05  pm    3:40 pm Daily
   6:20  pm     6:55 pm     Daily

 7:00 am 8:30am Daily
 10:45 am   11:20 am Daily
 1:30 pm 2:05 pm Daily
 4:45 pm 5:20 pm Daily
 5:45 pm     7:00 pm Mon - Fri

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

An artist’s rendering of the proposed Soboleff-McRae Veterans’ Village, as it would be seen from Second Avenue. 

Essay Contest

Win A Golden Ticket
(Worth up to $500 of passenger travel on AMHS)

Your Most Memorable 
Alaska Marine Highway Experience

Brought to you by the Haines Visitor Center & Alaska Marine Highway System

Open to all Haines Residents
Must be US or Canadian citizens

Entries MUST be received by Friday, April 26th, 5 pm
via email to hcvb@haines.ak.us

The Details:
•	 Essays must be 500-750 words, Arial or Helvetica , 12pt font
•	 Send essays as Word or PDF attachment
•	 Title only should be included on essay
•	 Email should include essay title, your name, address, phone number and 

email - please do not include your name on your essay
•	  Subject line: Essay Contest Submission

Winner will be Notified May 3
Winner is expected to be present to read his/her essay at 

Haines AMHS 50th Celebration on Sunday, May 5 at the PC Dock, 10 am - 1 pm

Therapeutic Massage
         & Bodywork

Mandy Ramsey, CMP

   Swedish & Thai Massage, Jin Shin, 
   Healing Touch, & Reiki   766-3697

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 7893127

 Veterans affairs officials with 
the State of Alaska are expected 
at the ceremonial groundbreaking 
of the Soboleff-McRae Veterans’ 
Vil lage s tar t ing 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27 at Second 
Avenue and Dalton Street.

  Family members of Walter 
Soboleff and Howard A. McRae 
Jr. will be among attendees. 
Soboleff was a Tlingit scholar and 
religious leader who former state 
Rep. Bill Thomas said inspired the 
building as a home for military 
veterans from Southeast Alaska. 
McRae was a decorated Army 
command sergeant major from 
Haines, who also served in the 
Green Berets during his 23-year 
military career.

Major Gen. Thomas Katkus, 
commissioner  of  the s tate 
Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs, is expected to 
attend the event, as well as Verdie 
Bowen, director of veteran affairs 
for the state, and others.

The event will  include a 

blessing of the property and 
drum ceremony followed by a 
ceremonial groundbreaking with 
speeches and a by-invitation 
dinner to follow at the American 
Legion Hall. 

Construction of the two-story, 
20,000-square-foot building is set 
to begin in mid-May. Residents 
are expected to move into some 
of the 11 upstairs apartment 
units next May. Occupation of 

commercial space on the ground 
floor will probably come later, said 
Jim Studley of Haines Assisted 
Living, who is overseeing the 
project. He estimates it may take 
two years to complete.

Veterans will have a preference 
for rooms, meaning they’ll be 
offered first occupancy and go to 
the top of waiting lines to stay at 
the facility. There will also be a 

sliding scale on rent for veterans 
needing financial assistance, 
Studley said.

 Former Rep. Thomas, who will 
serve as master of ceremonies at 
the groundbreaking, secured a 
$6 million state appropriation to 
build the structure. Work will be 
done by Dawson Construction, 
the same firm that built the Haines 
Assisted Living center.

Veterans’ home ground-breaking April 27

An avalanche in the Kicking 
Horse area triggered a “false 
alarm” Friday when a Southeast 
Alaska Backcountry Adventures 
(SEABA) employee called Haines 
emergency services without 
following protocol, SEABA co-
owner Scott Sundberg said this 
week.

Sgt. Simon Ford said dispatch 
received a call reporting five 
people were unaccounted for 
following the avalanche. The 
ambulance tone-out sounded, but 
minutes later, the company called 
back and reported everything was 
fine.

“We didn’t actually respond, 
but it seems like the people on the 
mountain were just confused for a 
couple of minutes and went ahead 
and initiated a rescue before they 
had all the info,” Ford said.

Sundberg said “no one was 
lost, ever,” during the avalanche 
and that no one was caught in it. 
He said he didn’t know how the 
“rumor” about five briefly missing 
skiers got started. “We never 
relayed to EMS that we had five 
missing skiers,” he said.

An employee on the ground 
failed to follow code after an 
avalanche was observed in the 
area, Sundberg said. Instead 
of getting on SEABA’s radio 
system, assessing the situation 
and deciding whether emergency 
services were necessary, the 
employee called immediately.

“We went right to EMS. I think 
it was just a miscommunication... 
The avalanche was observed and 
no incident occurred from it, 
whatsoever,” Sundberg said.

Sundberg said there might have 
been confusion on the head count 
because several groups were 
operating in the same area at once.

SEABA: Rescue call a ‘false alarm’

Kyle Fossman of Haines has 
been named most valuable player 
of the University of Alaska-
Anchorage Seawolves basketball 
team for the 2012-13 season.

Fossman received the honor 
at the team’s year-end banquet 
Saturday.

Fossman, a 6-foot, 180-pound 
guard, was a First Team All-Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
selection after leading the 
Seawolves in six categories, 
including scoring (14.8 points 
per game), three-point percentage 
(.445), free-throw percentage 
(.854) and steals (1.2 per game). 

The 2010 Haines High School 
graduate finished seventh in 
the GNAC scoring race and 
ranked second in three-pointers 
per game (2.6) as UAA went 
18-9 overall and tied for third 
in the league with an 11-7 mark. 
  In addition to earning all-
tournament honors at  both 
t h e  C a r r s / S a f e w a y  G r e a t 
Alaska Shootout and AT&T 
Jamboree, Fossman was named 
the GNAC Red Lion Player 
of the Week for Jan. 28-Feb. 3 
after his performances in home 
wins over Central Washington 
and  Nor thwes t  Naza rene .  
 Fossman also took home 
the Jim Hajdukovich Award – 
presented to the player who best 
displays physical toughness, 
endurance and court awareness – 
with his 36.2 minutes per game, 
ranking No. 3 on UAA’s all-time 
list. He also averaged the third-
most assists (2.6 per game) on the 
team from his shooting guard spot, 
and he played three of the final four 
games with a painful hand injury. 
  T h e  M V P a w a r d  w a s 
determined by a team vote. 

SEARHC
Recruitment Notice 4/1/13

Rural Registered Nurse
Full Time / Benefits
Pay Range: $27.81 - $33.08 /hr, DOE

The Rural RN provides professional nursing care 
to patients of all ages in a rural ambulatory care 
setting. Duties include the provision of urgent and 
emergent care, well care and chronic disease
follow-up. Performs basic radiology imaging and 
secondary coverage of a moderate complexity lab. 
Schedule includes both regular clinic hours and on-
call responsibilities.
Minimum Requirements: 
• Successful completion of a BSN, Diploma, or an
 Associate Nursing Degree Program
• Six months ambulatory health nursing experience 
with 1 year general nursing experience as an RN 
following completion of  a BSN or Diploma Program 
or two years of general nursing experience following 
completion of an Associate Degree Nursing Program.
• Current unrestricted State of Alaska RN license

Experience in Emergency or Critical Care preferred.
Contacts:
Submit resume and SEARHC application to:
SEARHC Human Resources, 3245 Hospital Drive,
Juneau, AK 99801 or submit online at www.searhc.
org
Open Until Filled

For more information contact: Marcia Scott, 
Administrator, SEARHC Haines Health Center
at 766-6300
Preference is given to Alaska Native, American 
Indian applicants who meet minimum requirements 
according to the provisions of P.L. 93-638.

Fossman
gets MVP
for UAA
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Lende grabs top honors at ‘Big Air’

766-2444

Harbor Bar
 April Hours  

  Mon. - Sat open at 2 p.m.           
WE HAVE A NEW JUKE BOX!

8 Ball Pool Tournament Monday cash Prizes
9 Ball pool tournament Tuesday cash Prizes

World Tavern Poker Wed & Fri. - 7 & 10 p.m.
Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.

Saturday PARTY NIGHT - 9 p.m.

NOW OPEN!
APRIL HOURS: MON - SAT  2 TO 9 P.M. 

close 9 p.m. (or later)

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
Clinical Hypno-therapist

                 303-0010

 

Medicare & Private Insurance

Healing Head Heart 
and Body

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile 
         Roadhouse

HAINES HEAD START
a FREE federally funded program

primarily for children of low-income families.

now enrolling children
for the 2013-14 school year

Children are age-eligible if they are 3 years old and 
not older than 5. Parents of children with disabilities 

are encouraged to apply. 
We provide

Applications and information are available at Head Start,
822 Spruce Grove Road. Stop in or call 766-2155.

After May 18, call 766-3397 or visit the regional office upstairs at Head Start

Great learning experiences • Child-friendly meals
Partnerships with parents • Developmental screenings

Health referrals and education

CHILKAT VALLEY 
PRESCHOOL

A state certifi ed pre-elementary 
school program,

serving the children of Haines since 1982.
Open enrollment for the 2013-2014 school year has begun. 
Is CVP where you want to be? Come visit us for a day and see!

For more information call 766-3213 or visit www.chilkatvalleypreschool.org 
Financial Assistance Available

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 18 12:00 pm No SKG
Fri 19 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 20 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 21 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 22 12:00 pm 2:00 pm
Wed 24 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 25 11:00 am No SKG
Fri 26 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 27 10:30 am  11:00 am
Sun 28 11:30 am 12:30 pm

Thur 18 No SKG 2:00 pm
Fri 19 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 20 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 21 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 22 7:00 pm 9:00 pm
Wed 24 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 25 No SKG 1:00 pm
Fri 26 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 27 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 28 3:30 pm 4:30 pm

By Tom Morphet
The Haines Borough Assembly 

on  Tuesday wi l l  cons ider 
abolishing the board of fire service 
area #1, on the recommendation 
of member Jerry Lapp, who says 
the group has been inactive for 
years and that the role it serves is 
redundant.

 Leadership of the Haines 
Volunteer Fire Department 
supports the change, but the move 
divided the service area board. 

 At an April 1 meeting, a 
vote of board members to retain 
the board failed on a 2-2 vote, 
with members J.R. Myers and 
Kathleen Fitzwilliam voting in 
the affirmative and members 
Alan Heinrich and Richard Buck 
opposed. Scott Bradford, who 
serves as fifth member of the 
board by his position as chief 
of the Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department, was absent.

Fitzwilliam has since resigned 
from the board.

All sides agree that the board 
hadn’t met for years. Under 
borough code, the board represents 
a fire service area that includes 
most of roaded portions of the 
valley, except the upper valley, 
which is served by fire district 
#3. Residents of the service area 
effectively agree to a tax rate for 
service provided by the volunteer 
fire department. 

Friction apparently started last 
year, following reactivation of the 
board, and particularly questions 
from Myers about the history of 
the board and budgeting. Myers 
and Fitzwilliam also were seeking 
an audit of the fire district.

Under borough code, “the board 
shall recommend to the assembly 
the annual (fire service) tax for 
residents and conduct any other 
business necessary to manage 
the affairs of the service area, 
including annual reports and 
audits.”

“Our hope in  the future 
is to encourage more public 
involvement and education 
regarding the needs of the fire 
service area. Clearly, as stated 
by (a recent borough facilities 
survey), fire, ambulance and 
police are seen as high value to 
the public,” Fitzwilliam said in a 
letter early this year.

Myers said he considered 
the board “a political force to 
advocate on behalf of the fire 
district” that he said is “woefully 
underfunded.” “I wasn’t saying 
anything was wrong. But there 
was a total lack of communication 
and information” about previous 
board history and actions. He said 
he was interested in the historic 
development of the board and its 
budget, as he had served on an 
emergency services service area 
board in Soldotna.

Board member Heinrich, whose 
seat is a designated one for a 
member of the fire department, 
said Myers was asking for 
something new. “(Myers and 
Fitzwilliams) wanted to be totally 
involved in the budget. That’s 
never happened before.”

Myers said there was a “total 
communication blackout” from 
the borough and that fire chief 
Scott Bradford was resistant to 
the group’s activities and attended 
only one of its meetings.

Bradford this week said the 
department wasn’t resistant to 
board oversight. “They never had 
a clear agenda for us to try to help 
them work on things.”  Bradford 
said he missed the group’s Friday 
night meetings due to vacation 
and illness.

 Bradford said the assembly 
has been acting as the service 
area’s board for years and said 
budgeting has been a function 
of the borough manager. “It’s 
the manager’s budget. It’s not 
the board’s budget.” He saw the 
board as a “duplication of power 
and authority.”

Dissolution of the board wasn’t 
initiated by the fire department, 
Bradford said. “Jerry Lapp came 
to us about it.”

Mayor Stephanie Scott, who 
attended a recent meeting of the 
board, said a “personality clash” 
was at the heart of the issue. 
Dissolving the board removes a 
layer of citizen oversight, but the 
fire department already represents 
a large portion of the population, 
Scott said.  

 Scott said the fire department 
wasn’t ignoring the fire service 
board. “The fire service area board, 
in the body of Mr. Myers, wanted 
more attention… J.R. Myers 
started with demands. That’s not 
how you start something new,” 
she said.

 “It seems to me (the fire 
department) is acting in the 
best interest of the service they 
provide and they’re acting in 
everybody’s best interest,” she 
said. She and Bradford said they 
thought residents with concerns 
about service could still be heard 
through the borough assembly.

 Mayor Scott said that under 
state law the borough assembly 
can sit as the board for any service 
area.

Assembly takes aim
at fire service board

Christian Lende soared to the 
advanced title at the Olen Nash 
Memorial Big Air Contest on 
Sunday.

The annual event for skiers 
and snowboarders at Three 
Guardsmen Mountain in British 
Columbia has become a tribute to 
its founder, Olen Nash of Haines, 
who died in a 1999 commercial 
fishing accident.

Big Air entrants compete 
in beginner, intermediate and 
advanced divisions and are judged 
on their air, style and landing.

Keegan Sundberg was the 
runner-up among advanced 
participants, followed by Darren 
Shields. 

The top three in the intermediate 
class were Charlie Bower, Kadin 
Doddridge and Cameron Merklin-
Bauer. Ben Erickson, a 7-year-old 
from the Anchorage area, took 
first-place honors for beginners. 
Koa Doddridge was second, and 
Dylan Chapell and Marirose 
Evenden tied for third.

The daring tricks drew dozens 

of onlookers at the Chilkat Pass.
A few of the prizes included 

heli-skiing tour packages and 
roundtrip airfare to Juneau.

Volunteers spent Saturday 
preparing the jump for Big Air. 
Luck Dunbar again served as 

coordinator.
Sunday’s weather was clear 

but considerably colder than in 
previous years.

The competition was launched 
in the mid-1900s and occasionally 
has been held downtown.  

A snowboarder completes a flip at last weekend’s ‘Big Air’ competition at Chilkat Pass in this time-
lapse exposure. Dawson Evenden photo. 
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Douglas Ellis Jr.

Ellis had homestead
near Chilkoot River

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

Salvation Army
Store Open 6 days a week 
Mon.  Tue.  Thur.  Fri.  Sat.

Wed.   9 am - 4:30 pm

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

1 - 4:30 pm 

Worship Service
11:15 am Sunday

RIVER ADVENTURES 

SPRING SPECIALS
STEVE KROSCHEL’S 
WILDLIFE CENTER 
OUT OF HIBERNATION SPECIAL

   just $30 each

PURCHASE NOW AND USE THROUGHOUT THE 2013 SEASON, SPACE AVAILABLE.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPRING SPECIAL FOR YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY.

Purchases must be made by May 3 and used by end of 2013 season. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted.  Redeem tickets on space available basis.

$50 PER PERSON

OR 10 FOR $475

766-2050 Offi ce Hours Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located at car wash offi ce.

By Karen Garcia
The final version of a $33,500 

report detailing the conditions of 
Haines Borough public facilities is 
complete, but how that document 
will be used to make decisions 
about borough buildings is still 
up in the air.

The Haines 2015 Facility 
Planning Report, prepared by 
Anchorage-based architectural 
firm McCool Carlson Green, 
is being reviewed by members 
of the Facilities Master Plan 
Steering Committee and will 
be discussed during its April 
22 meeting. Architect Jason 
Gamache presented a draft version 
of the document to the committee 
in December.

The final version of the report 
includes an analysis of the 
senior center, which was not 
complete at the time of Gamache’s 
presentation. According to 
the report, the senior center 
is in “good” condition and is 

“sat isfactory” in  terms of 
supporting the programs it houses.

G a m a c h e  c o m b i n e d  a l l 
of McCool Carlson Green’s 
information – including the 
condition assessment, appraisal 
rank, energy use index (which 
gauges efficiency) – with results 
from Lenise Henderson Fontenot’s 
needs assessment survey – 
including how the public ranked 
program and building importance 
– to come up with a “master” 
score or capital improvement 
rank (CIR).

The top three “prior i ty” 
projects, according to the ranking, 
are the public safety building, 
senior center, and Chilkat Center.

 Gamache noted the senior 
center edged the pool and 
administration building (which 
were tied for third on the draft 
report) out of the top priorities 
because it received a high public 
score and low energy efficiency. 
However, a new wood pellet 

boiler has since been installed at 
the senior center.

“Assuming an improvement 
in energy performance with the 
new boiler, this would fall lower 
in the overall ratings and the pool 
(recreation) would rise to the third 
spot,” Gamache wrote.

Gamache suggested the borough 
pursue two approaches to dealing 
with its facilities. One concerns 
several programs sharing the 
same building (whether that 
building be new or existing), and 
the other recommends investing 
in “corrective solutions with 
greater potential for savings 
over an increased period of 
time.” The latter would mean 
spending money now to make 
buildings more energy efficient, 
for example, to save money later.

Executive assistant to the 
manager Darsie Culbeck said the 
steering committee will discuss 
what to do with Gamache’s 
recommendations 6 p.m. Monday.

“All the data is in; everything 
they wanted to have in there is in 
there now. (Gamache) has come 
up with his conclusions, action 
items. Now the group has to talk 
about it and say, ‘Well, do we 
agree with what he’s come up 
with? Are we going to follow 
these action items?’” Culbeck 
said.

Whether the committee should 
even make recommendations 
based on the report is still unclear, 
Culbeck said, as the committee 
was originally formed to ensure 
the plan was completed.

“They were  tasked with 
creating this plan, so now that 
the plan is done, what do you do 
with it? (That’s the) million dollar 
question,” Culbeck said.

Dave Berry, who sits on the 
committee as a Chilkoot Indian 
Association representative, said 
he was unsure about the future of 
the committee or its continuing 
role. “I don’t know if it’s going 
to be disbanded or not... If we 

accomplished our project, logic 
would say that it might,” Berry 
said.

Commit tee  member  Ron 
Jackson said he is still sifting 
through all the data in the report 
and doesn’t know how the 
committee will move forward, 
but said the group is probably 
the best informed to make 
recommendations about the 
facilities.

“I don’t think the committee’s 
work is over just because the 
report is done... If we don’t create 
a vision of Haines’ buildings’ 
futures out of this, who will?” 
Jackson said.

To spend nearly $34,000 on 
a plan to let it just sit around 
and gather dust is out of the 
question, he said. “For us not to 
do something, that would be kind 
of remiss,” Jackson said.

One benefit of having the 
completed plan is it can be used to 
apply for grant funding for public 
facilities projects, Culbeck said. 

Borough’s facility report complete: Now what?

Douglas Ellis, a pump house 
operator who worked at the former 
U.S. Army tank farm at Lutak and 
lived here about 15 years, died of 
heart disease March 10 in Dover-
Foxcroft, Maine. He was 87.

Ellis moved his wife and five 
children into a homestead near 
the Chilkoot River bridge built 
by father-in-law Ed Harrington. 
The family hunted and fished and 
enjoyed the neighborhood that 
included only one or two other 
families. In his final years, Alaska 
was an enduring memory, family 
members said.

“He couldn’t get enough books 
about Alaska. His dream was 
always to go back,” said son 
Douglas Ellis II.

Douglas L. Ellis Jr. was born in 
Oakland, Maine to Douglas and 
Macy Ellis and raised on a horse 
farm near Gilford. As a youth, he 
worked in wool and hardwood 
mills around Gilford. He entered 
the Seabees at an early age and 
joined the Navy, serving in the 
South Pacific. He later joined 
the Army and was stationed in 
Germany before a transfer to Fort 
Richardson in Anchorage. He left 
the military in the mid-1950s.

He worked here as a civilian, 
leaving about 15 years later for a 
job transfer to a pipeline station 
at Tok. Given the choice of a 
transfer to Whittier, Ellis moved 
back to Maine, where he went 
back to work at the same wood 
mill where he worked as a youth. 
Following separation from wife 
Jean Ellis in 1972, he returned to 
Alaska briefly, to work at a tank 
farm in Whittier.

 Ellis married Marge Beaupre. 

Later in life he enjoyed trips to 
Florida and time spent at a remote 
lakeside cabin in Maine, listening 
to loons. “He was just a country 
boy. He always wrote home and 
he was good to my mom. He 
helped her out quite a bit,” said 
sister Connie Carpenter. 

Ellis spent the final year of his 
life getting reacquainted with the 
children from his first marriage, 
time that family members this 
week said they would treasure.

Surviving family members 
include wife Marge Ellis of Abbot, 
Maine; son Douglas Ellis II of 
Ororo, Maine; daughters Mary 
Ann Carmichael of League City, 
Texas; Janette Ellis of Anchorage 
and Jeanne Bitzan of Big Lake. 
He also is survived by sister 
Connie Carpenter of Abbot and 
by stepdaughters Carol Novellino, 
Sharon Dunaway and Lisa Brown.

He was preceded in death by 
son Edward Ellis and by first wife 
Jean Ellis. 

A military service is planned 
later this spring in Abbot. Cards 
may be sent to the family care of 
daughter Jeanne Bitzan at P.O. 
Box 298958, Wasilla, AK 99629.

ON THE DRAWING BOARD -- Top and side views of the state’s “preliminary concept” shuttle 
ferry proposed in February, that would replace plans for the “Alaska Class” boat. A revised concept 
design is due out at the end of this month, incorporating some of the most recent public comments. 
The state’s Marine Transportation Advisory Board is scheduled to meet via teleconference May 14 
to discuss the latest plans for the boat. It would run in Lynn Canal. Mayor Stephanie Scott, a critic 
of the shift from the Alaska Class boat, said concerns about the above boat include use of engines to 
hold it against the dock and a partially open car deck, seen in photo directly above, at left.   
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JAVA  from page 1

BUDGET from page 1

Caroline’s Closet 
& Blake’s Corner Store

NOW RENTING DVDs!
Monday - Wednesday: 2 - 6 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 2 - 9 p.m.
Sunday: Noon - 7 p.m.

25% off Blackberry, Sage & Cucumber Water candles
NEW SALE RACKS!! Select slacks & Jeans - $10.99

Select shirts- $4.99
New shipment of Jedzebel clothing 

and Windrose incense and oils!

Therapeutic Massage
     & Craniosacral Work
           Liz Marantz-Falvey -  C.M.T. 

303-7036

WHERE: the ANB/ANS Hall 
WHEN: April 27: The Big Sale is 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
April 28: $3 bag or 1/2 off from 10 to 2 p.m.  

 & all is free after 2  

• household items • books • bake sale  • tools •  
• furniture  •  bedding,  knick knacks • sports gear • sellable clothing     

• small appliances • lots of kid’s stuff  • treasures galore  

April 26: Drop off your donations from 9-5:30 p.m.  
We appreciate your generous donations but please help us 
by only donating 2 boxes of clothing. We cannot accept 

winter coats & boots or Christmas decorations.  
Please: Laptop computers or flat screen T.V.s only.  

Call: 766-3645 Thank you! 
Interested in volunteering? Call 766 3669

SarahJ’s 
Shoppe

Mon - Fri  6:30 am to 1 pm
   On Portage Street         

971-404-7263     
Espresso 

Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods 
 Sandwiches 

heads about specific line items, 
few concrete recommendations 
emerged from the three-hour 
meeting. Schnabel did request the 
borough start charging residents 
for hazardous waste clean-up and 
disposal, which assembly member 
Norm Smith agreed with.

Earnest said he would check to 
see what the program requirements 
are and if the borough could start 
charging for the service.

Discussion of the harbor 
revolved around the facility’s 
$ 5 2 , 0 0 0  d e f i c i t ,  w h i c h 
harbormaster Phil Benner said 
would be alleviated once the 
harbor is expanded and can 
accommodate more users (there 
is currently a 200-person waiting 
list) .  The Port and Harbor 
Advisory Committee will also 
discuss rate increases during an 
upcoming meeting, Benner said.

The $52,000 will come out of 
the harbor’s fund balance, which 
is projected to remain above $7 
million in the next fiscal year, 
chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart 
said. The harbor is an enterprise 
fund, which means the fund 
balance includes the capital asset, 
expenses and annual depreciation 
of the asset. 

The budget also includes:
● $2,900 for new dais chairs in 

the assembly chambers; 
● $500 for iPad accessories;
● $5,000 for a new “Welcome to 

Haines” sign at the Port Chilkoot 
dock;

● Making an $18,000 assistant 
to the public facilities director 
position permanent;

● $1,950 for Jilkaat Kwaan 
dancers at the Port Chilkoot dock;

● $2,200 more for flowers than 
last year’s budget, for a total of 
$10,750 between the Port Chilkoot 
Dock, the administration building 
and public safety building.

Smith said in an interview this 
week he supports the $2,900 for 
new chairs. “The chairs suck. 
They look comfortable, but 
you know those chairs have 
been up there for 15 years... 
The ergonomics of chairs has 
dramatically changed here over 
the past 10 years.” 

  The assembly’s  budget , 
which includes the chairs, will 
be discussed at a future budget 
meeting. 

After the Tuesday meeting 
lasted longer than anticipated 
without even exhausting the list 
of topics originally slated to be 
discussed, the assembly agreed 
to schedule an additional budget 
meeting for April 25 at 4:30 p.m. 
This is in addition to an April 23 
meeting at 4:30 p.m. Because of 
the change, topics for the meetings 
will need to be rearranged and 
reposted, Scott said.

The assembly also scheduled a 
budget workshop devoted solely 
to the school board’s budget for 
5:30 p.m. May 14.

hours a day. The (administration) 
building has coffee. The Visitor’s 
Center has coffee available for 
the public, I believe, and probably 
employees,” she said.

When Waterman said it was 
her understanding that employees 
in the administration building 
paid for coffee via a collection 
system, Earnest said sometimes 
that coffee is offered to visitors. 
“There is a collection thing, but 
if we have a visitor in we won’t 
collect from them,” he said.

At that  point ,  Waterman 

abandoned the issue. “Okay, I’m 
sorry. I’ll drop it. Drop it,” she 
said.

After an long silence, Scott 
remarked, “I totally understand 
what (Waterman) is saying as a 
policy statement and I guess it’s 
hard to make a blanket policy 
given the distinctions between 
departments.”

The borough is currently trying 
to fill a $500,000 deficit for the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

The next budget meeting is 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. in assembly 
chambers. 

Haines Borough Board, Commission, 
and Committee Volunteers – 

We thank you!

AMHS ad hoc: Robert V., Michael; Chilkat 
Center: Tresham, Leslie R., Annette, Tara, Joe; 
Fire Service Area #1: JR, Richard, Alan, Scott; 
Fire Service Area #3: Keith, Sean, Robert V., 
Sage, Robert C.; Library Board: Joann, Mere-
dith, Stacey, Dick, Anne Marie, Lorraine, James, 
Heather, Cecily; Museum Board: Lorraine, Mi-
chael, Dave, Jim, Bob, Anastasia, Jim, Jan, Pam; 
Parks and Recreation: Marnie, Meredith,
Jessica, Ron, Daymond, Jennifer, Jon; Planning 
Commission: Robert V., Lee, Rob M., Rob G., 
Andy, Don III; Port and Harbor: Mike, Norm, 
Bill, Dean, Don Jr., Fred, Bart; Public Safety: 
Bob D., Cassie; School Board: Sara, Ardy, Anne 
Marie, Sarah, Royal, Brian, Brenda; Tourism: 
Barb, Judy, Ross, Jeff, Jason, Rhonda, Karen: 
Haines Port Development: Larry, Michael, 
Fred, Doug, Chip, Robert V., Scott; Facilities 
Master Plan: Lenise, Dave, Rob G., Ron, Mi-
chael, Patty

We, the Haines Borough Assembly and Mayor, 
are grateful for your commitment and thank you 
especially during this signature week of volunteer 
recognition: 

National Volunteer Week, April 21-27

This welcome sign on the Port Chilkoot Dock, which has fallen into disrepair, would be replaced by 
a new one, under the borough’s budget plan.  The borough has set aside $5,000 for a new one. 
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Teachers quit

SPRING HOURS:  10 - 5:30  TUES - Fri 
10 - 4 Sat
Closed Sun & MON

Open for the Season

766-2869 
24 portage st

Saturdays 10 - 2

Bikes for the whole family 
Chariot, BMX and kids bikes 

in stock

Bikes are our business! 

Celebrating 25 years as your 
home town bike shop

Water Well and Drilling Contractors
Remote and Specialty Drilling Since 1983

Water Wells 
907-957-2980 or waterfi nder@yahoo.com

Contact us at

whiterock nursery

FAA Road  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed Mondays

Fresh Produce Available NOW!
Large variety of  sprouts, microgreens, 
and lettuces

Fresh cucumbers coming Mother’s Day

“Against all odds”Advertising is 
a valued service 

to customers 
who:

• think it’s too cold to go window shopping 
• live up the highway, rarely make it to town
• live in town, rarely make it up the highway 
• think your business is other than what it is 
• haven’t browsed your inventory lately 
• haven’t learned of your new inventory
• recently moved & don’t know your business 
• are just passing through, and
• haven’t heard of your upcoming events

Just thought we’d advertise that. 

 Your friends at the Chilkat Valley News.

• Work involves culvert and shoulder reconstruction  
   on portions of Beach Rd., Mud Bay Rd. & Front St.
• Expect daytime road closures on Mud Bay Rd. 
   between Old Haines Hwy. & Second Ave., 
   April 22– 26.
• Old Haines Hwy/ Front St. will remain open.
• Please note all Signs and Traffi c Control Devices.
• We apologize in advance for any  inconvenience.
• Call for further details  766-2833
• Please be careful especially in areas of shoulder   
   reconstruction.

Southeast Road Builders, Inc. will start the Old Haines Highway Sidewalk
 Construction/ Beach Road Widening & Front Street Improvement Project 

on April 22, 2013

By Tom Morphet
Haines Borough School Board 

members debated budgeting 
strategies at a workshop Monday 
that at times became pointed.

 At issue is a projected $435,000 
shortfall, partially due to declining 
enrollment, and how to fill it. 
Superintendent Michael Byer has 
proposed eliminating a full-time 
teaching position, an idea resisted 
by some board members who 
spoke this week.

 Another question for board 
members  i s  how much in 
additional funds to seek from the 
Haines Borough. The borough 
currently contributes about $1.55 
million to the district’s $5.9 
million budget, or $280,000 less 
than the maximum that state law 
allows the municipality to give.

 The district’s budget assumes 
a $300,000 district fund balance, 
no increase in the borough’s 
contribution, and no changes to 
the budget that might come from 
contract negotiations currently 
under way with the teachers’ 
union.

 During a budget workshop last 
week, board members identified 
$250,000 in potential cuts, 
including $70,000 from a teaching 
position currently held by Kerry 
McIver. McIver teaches math at 
the high school and junior high 
levels.

 Last week, member Anne 
Marie Palmieri said she didn’t 
want cutting McIver’s position 
to be a “foregone conclusion.” 
“Especially because this is math, 
I’d like to take another look at this 
with the big picture,” Palmieri 
said.

 On  Monday,  p r inc ipa l s 
Michelle Byer and Cheryl Stickler 
presented a “leveled” math 
program for grades six, seven 
and eight based not on grade level, 
but on ability, one that would be 
in place if McIver’s position is 
eliminated. Five math classes 
would serve students of varying 
ability at those grade levels.

 Other  poss ib le  changes 
include:

· Assigning high school math 
teacher Matt Davis to teach 
geometry as well as a classroom 
including pre-algebra students 
and students taking calculus by 
distance delivery;  

 · Merging Business Math and 
Personal Finance into a single 
class; and

 · Having Darwin Feakes, who 
currently teaches voc-ed classes, 
teach Applied Math.

 Palmieri said she appreciated 
the reshuffling, but questioned 
what programs the district would 
lose by having others fill the gap 
left by eliminating the position. 
“What if we didn’t have to 
do that? What if we had that 
flexibility? I think we should 
keep (the position) on the table 
and make that (cut) only if it’s a 
financial decision.”

 Besides trying to save the 
position, the board should seek 
an additional $168,000 from the 
borough, Palmieri said. That’s 
the amount of the current district 
deficit, counting the $248,000 in 
cuts identified last week.

Board member Sara Chapell 
said she was concerned about the 
loss of an early literacy program 
that’s ending this year, with no 
plans for continuation. The part-
time program was led by veteran 
teacher Jeanne Kitayama.

 The program grew out of the 
district’s strategic planning goal 
of having students reading at 
grade level by third grade.

 Chapell said a child of hers 
benefited from the program. She 
expressed concern that extra 
time for after-school instruction 
already was being curtailed. “I 
think that extra push we put into 
literacy in the early grades was 
starting to make a difference. 
I don’t know. I feel like we’re 
losing something.”

 Chapell bristled at statements 
by other board members that the 
cuts were inevitable. “I want to 
be focused on the most important 
things for these little kids. Our 
kids deserve the best start.”

 Board chair Brenda Jones said 

that prudence required the board 
to look at enrollment numbers 
and react accordingly. “I think we 
need to make staffing changes.”

P r i n c i p a l  S t i c k l e r  s a i d 
curriculum changes may help 
institutionalize Kitayama’s work. 
“(Kitayama’s position) wasn’t 
going to be sustainable forever. 
We have to look at how we can 
do those same things in the regular 
school day,” said Michelle Byer.

 The $248,000 in identified cuts 
includes eliminating two special 
education aides whose positions 
won’t be necessary due to changes 
in student population. Other cuts 
included ones to supplies and 
equipment, including $23,850 
in professional development for 
staff.

 Superintendent Byer said the 
district should look at raising user 
rates for Community Education. 
Those fees haven’t increased for 
more than five years, he said.

 The next budget workshop 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. April 30 
in the high school social studies 
room. The district is expected 
to approve its budget in May. 
Byer said he may be able to 
make projections about the effect 
of contract negotiations on the 
budget by then.

District identifies $250K in cuts 
Board debates funding strategy, priorities 

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30

CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

766-2320

bring tires from their back yards, 
Butker said. The company is 
incorporating tires into the design 
of a drainage ditch they’re using 
to redirect a stream there away 
from trash. “We could use a few 
more. That, and there’s a lot of 
junk tires sitting all over town,” 
he said.

 The landfill will be open 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. daily, including 
Sunday, during the rubbish drive.

 L a s t  y e a r ,  Ta k s h a n u k 
Watershed Council brought 
thousands of pounds of junk, 
including washing machines, 
old refrigerators and tires from 
in and along local waterways. 
“It was overwhelming for us. 
We weren’t expecting to get that 
amount. You’d be amazed at the 
things they pulled out from those 
close-to-the road areas,” Butker 
said. 

A more concerted effort 
between the TWC and the CIA 

 Two full-time elementary 
teachers at the Haines School 
recently resigned.

 J e a n n e  K i t a y a m a ,  w h o 
has worked as early literacy 
coordinator for the Haines 
Borough School District, said 
she’s leaving to pursue other 
opportunities, including possibly 
education consultant work.

 Kitayama has been with 
the district 12 years, mostly in 
primary grades. “I’m ready to try 
a new path. I’ve been talking with 
people doing consulting elsewhere 
and looking at the possibility of 
international substitute teaching.”

 She said she hoped the district 
would continue efforts targeting 
early literacy and said she’d 
continue volunteering as executive 
director of the Children’s Reading 
Foundation of Haines. “Our board 
is very dedicated, so I’m sure our 
work will carry on.”

 She said she has submitted a 
proposal for a short contract with 
the district on ways to incorporate 
her work, using lessons and 
collaborative teaching methods.

 Akela Silkman resigned this 
week, saying she has accepted 
a two-year position teaching 
sixth-grade English at a private 
school on Majuro, one of the 
Marshall Islands. Silkman has 
been recognized by the district 
for integrating technology into 
lessons, including the school’s 
iPad project and the district’s new 
“smartboards,” a type of digital 
chalkboard.

 S i l k m a n  c r e d i t e d 
superintendent Michael Byer 
with “phenomenal vision” toward 
technology advances in the 
school. 

 

this year includes a $500 donation 
to offset some of the costs of 
disposal.

 A collection facility will be 
stationed at the Haines Schol 
April 27-28 and May 11 for 
classes to collect items on the 
weekend. “They’ll be able to drop 
bags right at the high school. We’ll 
be keeping a tally.”

 Butker said the effort to 
target students is also to educate 
them about what and what 
isn’t recyclable. “There’s a lot 
of recyclables that are being 
thrown away, especially in this 
community. We’re trying to show 
how easy it is.”

 CWS started offering single-
stream recycling in February. 
The company has sent out 13 tons 
of combined recyclables under 
the program, which charges 22 
cents per pound to accept mixed 
recyclables. 

 “If you do it right, you can 
normally recycle about 80 
percent of what you throw away,” 
including Ziplock bags, shrink 
wrap, bottle caps and certain 
grades of plastic bags, Butker 
said.

 C l a s s e s  c a n  g o  t o 
hainesgoesgreen.com to get 
details about the competition.

A “pooper trooper” cleanup 
of dog waste around town held 
in previous years has been 
discontinued. 

Rescue kennel executive 
director Steve Vick said the effort 
didn’t attract much interest last 
year and gleaned only two bags 
of waste.

CLEAN from page 1
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Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Assist ye Lord 
of all creation 
with works of 

righteousness, and 
also through wisdom 

and utterance.”

~Baha’u’llah

Chilkat Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

“From the border to the bay...”

“In Him our hearts rejoice, for   
 we trust in His Holy Name.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907 766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm33:21

Police report

Sponsored, 
in part by

Day Date       High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date        High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Soil Temp.

AP&T
Long
distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

44  32 1.27 3.9
44  26 .58 1.0
38  26 T T
39  22 0 0
39  23 0 0
29  21 0 0
40  17 0 0

April 9
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15

April 9
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15

41  32 0.45 0.2
37  31 0.01 0.1
37  31 T 0.3
47  29 0 0
46  28 0 0
46  31 0 0
48  28 0 0

34.4

DULY from page 2

 
HAINES BOROUGH

PUBLIC NOTICE
Haines Borough Assembly

At 6:30pm, on Tuesday, April 23, 
2013, in the Assembly Chambers 
at the Public Safety Building, public 
hearings are scheduled for the 
following:
Ordinance 13-03-316
(Second Hearing)
An ordinance of the Haines Bor-
ough amending Haines Borough 
Code Section 3.60.160(D) to 
clarify the wage and bonding re-
quirements for public construction 
projects and to change the project 
amount that is subject to minimum 
wage rates to match the state’s 
increase from $2,000 to $25,000.
Ordinance 13-03-317
(Second Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines Bor-
ough amending Borough Code 
Title 2, Section 2.10.200(B) to re-
move the requirement for assembly 
approval in order for a member to 
participate by teleconference and 
to clarify cost responsibility.
Ordinance 13-03-318
(Second Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines Bor-
ough amending Borough Code 
Title 3, Chapter 3.33 to correct the 
name of the Port Chilkoot Dock 
Enterprise Fund.
Ordinance 13-03-319
(Second Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines Bor-
ough amending Borough Code 
Title 3, Section 3.04.010 to stipu-
late school district budget submittal 
and appropriation dates.
Ordinance 13-03-320
(Second Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough determining whether 
foreclosed properties deeded to 
the borough shall be retained for 
a public purpose or sold.
Ordinance 13-03-321
(Second Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 7, Section 7.08.010 to 
discontinue the Fire Service Area 
#1 Board.
 Ordinance 13-04-322 
(First Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines Bor-
ough amending Borough Code 
Title 3, Section 3.72.100 to change 
the assessment appeal deadline 
to be in compliance with state law.
 
More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
gov.  Oral comments may be made 
at the public hearings or you can 
send written comments to P.O. 
Box 1209, Haines, AK  99827 or 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us.

Posted 4/12/2013
M. Webb, Deputy Clerk

Native photographers at the 
Alaska Native Arts Foundation in 
Anchorage. An exhibit of Hagen’s 
scenic landscapes is on display at 
the bank.

 The Southeast Alaska State 
Fair’s annual membership drive 
is under way. Fair director Ross 
Silkman said a new “all-access” 
membership option is seeing a 
strong response. Members get a 
four-day fair pass, free entrance 
to the Spring Fling dinner and 
concert, and the choice of a 
free T-shirt or disc-golf disc for 
$75 per individual or $150 per 
family. Ross said the fair’s goal 
is to increase public support while 
packaging as much as possible 
into the benefit. He’s hoping to 
attract more family members. 
Members who purchase the all-
access pass by the fair’s Spring 
Fling membership party will 
be entered to win two tickets to 
this year’s Great Alaskan Craft 
Beer and Homebrew Festival. 
Spring Fling is set for 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 26 and will include 
a barbecue and music from Julia 
Scott and the Perpetual Beer 
Run. Tickets for dinner and 
music are $10 for non-members. 
Membership information is at 
www.seakfair.org.

 Third graders in Kristin 
White’s class presented their 
biography project to a gathering 
a t  t h e  S h e l d o n  M u s e u m . 
Students interviewed eight 
Haines residents. Interviewees 
Bob Plucker, John Schnabel, 
Lucy Harrell and Doris Ward 
attended the presentation. Other 
biographies were of Heather 
Lende, Jan Hill, Lee Heinmiller 
and Steve Fossman. “I was very 
impressed with the confidence of 
the children and their interest in 
learning about these people,” said 
museum director Jerrie Clarke. 
“I learned more about everyone.” 
One student noted that Schnabel 
has known “so many interesting 

people” in his lifetime, including 
Sen. Bob Bartlett, Gov. Frank 
Murkowski, Gov. William Egan, 
and John’s own grandson, Parker 
Schnabel. The biographies will 
be available in the Discovery 
corner on the museum’s ground 
floor. Biographies of historic 
figures prepared by Mosquito 
Lake School students will be 
included.

 The Sheldon Museum’s Six-
Week Spotlight Series kicks 
off this Friday with the digital 
photography of Bill McRoberts. 
A reception in the Hakkinen 
Gallery is set for 5-7 p.m. Friday. 
This season’s artists also include 
Donna Catotti and Tim Shields.

 

Tuesday, April 16
     An intoxicated man was taken 
into protective custody after 
being found in a ditch by the 
Haines Highway.
   A person reported he was 
leaving a local lodging facility 
early as his room had not 
been cleaned. He said he was 
reporting the matter to protect 
himself and his credit card.
Monday, April 15
   A caller on Young Road reported 
a concern about an unattended 
fire near his residence. Police 
investigated and found the 
campfire was attended. 
Sunday, April 14
   Police arrested a man and 
charged him with assault in the 
fourth degree and interfering 
with the report of a crime of 
domestic violence.
      Dispatch received a protective 
order from the magistrate. 
An officer served it on the 
respondent.
    Dispatch received a call about 
damage at the school, but the 
caller needed to speak with 
school representatives before 
police could get involved.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign. 
Saturday, April 13
   A caller reported receiving 
unwanted phone calls from 
an unknown source. Dispatch 
advised the caller to seek help 
from the phone company.
    Dispatch received a call that 
fireworks were going to be set off 
for a celebration of life ceremony. 
Immediately after, phone calls 
were received from concerned 
citizens.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for reckless 
driving. 

Friday, April 12
  A caller repor ted a truck 
was creating ruts behind their 
business on a dirt road. Police 
were unable to locate the truck. 
    A local guide company reported 
an avalanche and requested 
ambulance to stand by until all 
people were recovered.  Those 
involved were then reported as 
all recovered with no injuries.
Thursday, April 11
  Police were unable to locate 
a motor home reported to be 
dumping waste into Lynn Canal 
at Picture Point.
 Police received a protective 
order to be served on a man.
  Troopers were advised of a 
rental motor home being slightly 
damaged after someone backed 
into it with a snowmachine trailer. 
A note with no phone numbers 
was left on the window.        
Wednesday, April 10
   One traffic stop resulted in two 
citations for failure to provide 
proof of insurance and speeding. 
       Dispatch received 14 medical 
calls and three canine calls.

Subscribe to the 
CHILKAT VALLEY 

NEWS
Local 

subscriptions
$44.31

SWEET TREAT -- Helen Tengs of Haines enjoys an ice cream 
cone at the Haines Senior Center, courtesy of her son, Tony Tengs. 
Tony brought ice cream and his hand-made Chilkat cones to the 
Senior Center recently. 

A quotation from Haines 
Borough Assembly member 
Dave Berry about  police chief 
Gary Lowe was cut off in last 
week’s CVN.  Berry said Lowe’s 

“indifference” to employee 
concerns was the most distressing 
revelation at an April 4 hearing 
that included testimony from 
Lowe and employees. 

Clarification 
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Un-Classified Ads

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: 
Lynn Canal  Counsel ing 
Services is seeking someone 
who is self-motivated, enjoys 
working with adults and youth 
and has strong judgment/ 
interpersonal skills to train as 
a Case Manager. Year round 
employment, flexible hours 
10 - 30 per week. $14 - 18.75/ 
HR DOE. Full job description 
is available. Submit letter of 
interest & resume to Lynn 
Canal Counseling Services 
PO Box 90 Haines, AK 99827, 
email to kathyk@lccsak.org or 
stop by 215 Willard St. Position 
opened until filled.(15cb)

Delta Western Tesoro Station: 
position available. Apply at 900 
Main St. office. (15,16b)

GARAGE SALE: Saturday April 
20, 9 to 2 p.m.  at the Goodman 
home. 950 Muncaster Rd. 303-
7780(15)

420 sale - 20% off - 12-5 - 221 
Main St.(15b)

GARAGE SALE: Saturday April 
20, all day. Intersection of 
Young Rd. and Lutak Rd.. Look 
for sign. (15)

HOUSE FOR RENT: Three 
bedrooms on Helms Loop 
with fireplace and garage. 
$525 month plus utilities. Call 
Dave at (360)708-2738. (14c)

Nor thern Construction, Inc. 
is looking for a full t ime 
professional carpenter.  Must 
possess the necessary skills 
to act as a lead on jobs.  Wage 
DOE. (14c)

NEON ELECTRIC LIzARD OR 
ATOMIC TURqUOISE?  Show 
your colors with Manic Panic 
semi permanent hair color.  
Buckshot & Bobby Pins 766-
2450(15b)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month. 767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

Any person who has used 
Viking Cove for recreation or 
subsistence during the last 
40 years please contact Fred 
Einspruch, Box 56, Haines, AK 
99827. (7c)

Hate trash talk? Bamboo and 
s ta in less  s tee l  k i t chen 
composting buckets are in 
at Buckshot & Bobby Pins. 
Charcoal filter replacements 
too! 766-2450 (15b)

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY






 










Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply
•Mustang Survival 

Infl atable Work Vests
•Whale Pingers

•6 in MoMoi Web
All available now!

Stormin Norman
723-4848

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Free 16 word 
classifieds for 
garage sales

Spring Hours 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Totem Pole Carving Project
Sheldon Museum 

and Cultural Center
Deadline: April 29, 2013

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION:
The Totem Pole Carving Project 
will feature a local Master Wood 
Carver with experience designing 
and carving a traditional totem 
pole during public demonstrations 
Monday – Friday (20) hours 
per week mid May to end of 
September 2013 and 2014.  
This two-year project will utilize 
additional carvers who will work 
and train with the Master Carver.  
The final completed totem pole 
will be installed at the Sheldon 
Museum and Cultural Center 
September 2014.  Total Project 
Expenses not to exceed $15,000.
 
For Proposal Details Contact:

Jerrie Clarke
Sheldon Museum and Cultural 

Center
11 Main St Haines, AK 99827

(907) 766-2366
www.sheldonmuseum.org

(14,15cb)

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

OFFICE SERVICES BY NATALIE: 
Temp services for your office 
needs: filing, data entry, typing, 
copying, mailing, office tasks 
you don’t have time for. 303-
7402.(15,16,17,18cb)

NOTICE OF POSITION 
VACANCY:  

The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a teacher 
for the Mosquito Lake School for 
FY14.  This is a one-year position.  
Grades K-5.  Approximately 10 
students.  Closing date April 
30th.  Contact Ashley at 766-6725 
or ashley@hbsd.net for more 
information.
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DOT extends season
for use of studded tires

LOWE from page 1

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ACME TRANSFER CO. INC. 

987 HAINES HIGHWAY
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

NOW OPEN MONDAY,   
WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY   

 10am TO 2pm.
 SATURDAYS 
9am TO 4pm
766-3826

 

Take Pride in Our Community! 
Shake off winter, get ready for summer! 

Recycling passes award to top three      
individual contributors. Non-profit groups 
earn $3 per filled bag plus extra money for 

1st, 2nd, 3rd place.  

How it Works: 
1. Monday, April 15 Bags available at Chamber office 
219 Main Street, Suite 14 in the Gateway Building by the DMV 
 

 Blue bags to collect recyclable materials 
 Yellow bags to collect non-recyclables  

 

2. Clean up community areas: 
roadsides, ditches, fields, vacant lots, and public parks 

 

3. Take bags to CWS at 854 FAA Road  
NEW FOR 2013   

 

Community Waste Solutions 
will take ANY and ALL 

junk tires for FREE! 
 

(only April 27 - May 11) 

Kids, You Can Participate Too! 
Class to turn in the most bags wins.  
WHOLE class will receive : 
 

 FREE ride on Fast Ferry to Skagway  
 
 Day at the Klondike Gold Fields to pan for 

gold and go dog sledding!  

Sponsored by: Community Waste Solutions, Chilkoot Indian Association, Haines Borough & The Haines Chamber of Commerce. 

Questions?  
Contact the Chamber office: 766-2202 

incredible concession... because 
we are looking out for the best 
interests of someone who we 
do not want employed with us 
anymore,” Schnabel said. 

Smith referred to the concession 
as a “courtesy.” “He’s two months 
away from receiving this and it 
would not be a good thing if it 
didn’t happen... I think it’s out of 
courtesy that the assembly agreed 
to that portion of the thing,” Smith 
said.

Smi th  added  Lowe a l so 
receives retirement benefits from 
a previous job in another state . 

The assembly met in executive 
session for about 40 minutes 
April 9 to discuss the negotiated 
agreement. Assembly members 
said this week the agreement was 
presented to them, but they did 
not make any changes during the 
executive session. The assembly 
unanimously voted to approve the 
agreement.

“The assembly just weighed in 
on it, saw the specifics and said, 
‘OK, it looks good to us,” Smith 
said.

When asked if he thought the 
agreement was fair, assembly 
member Steve Vick said “it’s 
the best we can do given the 
circumstances.”

“It’s fair for what it is. That’s a 
hard question. I guess it meets my 
expectations,” Vick said. 

The agreement includes a 
“without cause” clause stating 
Lowe’s resignation – or its 
acceptance by the borough – 
should not be taken as an 
“assertion, finding or admission 
of wrongdoing on the part of 
either party.”

Lowe has been under scrutiny 
by the borough for the past two 
months following complaints 

from within the police department 
regarding inappropriate behavior 
i n c l u d i n g  v e r b a l  a b u s e , 
intimidation, bullying, and the 
training of a Taser beam on two 
officers. 

A majority of department 
employees corroborated a written 
complaint that Lowe had a history 
of such behavior here.

When asked why the assembly 
did not choose to fire Lowe and 
give him three months’ severance 
pay as his contract dictates, 
Schnabel said the assembly really 
didn’t entertain the idea of firing 
him once Lowe offered to resign.

“I  don’t  recal l  having a 
discussion or debate about whether 
we were going to fire him. I think 
we came to a consensus that it 
was best that he not be on staff,” 
Schnabel said.

Earnest said in an interview 
Tuesday he did not know whether 
he would refer the case to troopers 
for a criminal investigation, but 
said he would “look into it” and 
“follow up on that.”

“I don’t know. I just don’t know. 
I don’t know at this point. I’m not 
sure,” Earnest said.

Mayor Scott also said she would 
“follow up with that question,” 
but said she thought a criminal 
investigation would be “harmful 
to the community.”

“Whatever is legally correct 
needs to be done; if a crime was 
committed, then of course. But 
somebody is going to have to 
prove a crime was committed, 
and that’s going to be a mess. 
That means we’re going to have 
to live this all over again, and I 
don’t know if that’s worth it,” 
Scott said.

Trooper Ken VanSpronsen, 
who is currently acting as both 

the wildlife and state trooper in 
Haines, said Earnest would need 
to request troopers investigate 
in order for them to become 
involved. However, VanSpronsen 
was skeptical troopers would 
become involved, even if asked.

“I highly doubt we’ll touch 
it. Based on the information we 
have received to date, it doesn’t 
meet the statutory requirements,” 
VanSpronsen said.

Lowe, who was placed on 
paid administrative leave March 
26, switched to annual leave 
April 10. He will exhaust his 
annual, personal and executive 
leave and then be placed back on 
administrative leave until June 
17, his effective resignation date.

Under  Lowe’s  “Tie r  4” 
retirement benefit, the borough 
pays into his retirement account 5 
percent of his gross wages.

Department of Public Safety 
Commissioner Joseph Masters 
issued an emergency order April 9 
to extend the studded-tire deadline 
to May 1 for all Alaska roads.

According to state law, April 15 
is the normal deadline for roads on 
Alaska south of 60 degrees north 
latitude and roads north of this 
geographic designation already 
fall under the May 1 deadline. 

The 60th parallel crosses Alaska 
south of Ninilchik and north of 
Happy Valley and Yakutat in the 
Southeast. 

However, the Sterling Highway 
that runs across the Kenai 
Peninsula also falls under the 
normal May 1 deadline. The 
emergency order gives motorists 

the option of driving with studded 
tires on all Alaska roads until 
May 1.

The extension should provide 
all motorists that additional 
margin of safety on lingering 
winter roads.

Those driving with studded 
tires after the deadline could be 
issued a correctable ticket with 
a $50 fine.

Through Monday, 116.2 inches 
of snow have fallen in downtown 
Haines this winter, about 41 
inches below normal, according 
to the National Weather Service 
records. 

Total snowfall in winter 2011-
2012 measured about 360 inches 
in downtown Haines, a record.


