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Executive sessions 
close door on public

 Sledding hill project complete - page 3 Remembering Steve McPhetres - page 5

HOLIDAY ROAST -- Revelers surround a bonfire at Saturday’s Lighting of the Fort. About 200 residents 
turned out at the Fort Seward parade grounds for the celebration, which included a cannon blast, 
luminaria, fireworks, a Nativity tableau, and a marshmallow and wienie roast. Tom Morphet photo. 

Ryan among 7 manager hopefuls

DOT seeks a better embankment
See MANAGER page 9

 

See SESSIONS page 12    

Some leaders concerned

See JUNIORS page 10 

Junior ANS builds on
camaraderie, service

By Karen Garcia
In the past month, the Haines 

Borough Assembly and i ts 
committees have met four times 
in closed-door sessions. According 
to a public notice, the assembly’s 
Personnel Committee may go 
into another executive session 
Friday to discuss interim manager 
applications, bringing that number 
to five. 

 Some assembly members 
have questioned the practice 
or expressed concern about the 
lack of information provided to 
the public after the assembly or 
committee reconvenes in the open.

 “I think the executive session 
is overused in our assembly,” 
assembly member Mike Case said 
on Nov. 25. On Nov. 10, Case 
was the only assembly member to 
vote against going into executive 
session to discuss former manager 
David Sosa’s resignation and 
release from his contract.

 A t  t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  C a s e 
questioned the purpose of going 
into the executive session, and 
mayor Jan Hill responded that 
the assembly “might discuss 
performance.” “If it came up, then 
we’re in trouble, because we’re not 
in executive session,” Hill said.

 “It’s a personnel matter, and 
personnel matters are discussed 
in executive session,” she added.

 In fact ,  an i tem being a 
“personnel matter” doesn’t qualify 
it for executive session, according 
to state law. According to a state 

handbook on “Open Meetings of 
Governmental Bodies,” “it is not 
enough to state ‘personnel issues’ 
or ‘legal advice’ as the reason for 
going into executive session.”

 The purpose of executive 
session, outlined in the Alaska 
Open Meetings Act, isn’t to 
provide a shield from the public 
“in case” discussion veers into an 
area that may qualify to be talked 
about behind closed doors. 

 According to Alaska law, “The 
motion to convene in executive 
session must clearly and with 
specificity describe the subject of 
the proposed executive session.”

 Case also said he believed 
the  personnel  commit tee’s 
Nov. 23 executive session to 
discuss options for filling the 
acting manager position was 
“inappropriate.” That executive 
session, which lasted 45 minutes, 
was entered under the premise that 
“discussion in public would tend 
to prejudice the character of one 
or more persons.”

 According to the Alaska Open 
Meetings Act, all meetings of a 
governmental body are public, 
with a few exceptions. The two 
exceptions invoked most frequently 
by the assembly are “matters, the 
immediate knowledge of which 
would clearly have an adverse 
effect upon the finances of the 
public entity,” and “subjects that 
tend to prejudice the reputation 

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough public facilities 

director Brad Ryan is among 
seven candidates who submitted 
applications for the interim 
manager position by the Dec. 4 
deadline.

 In his cover letter, Ryan asked the 
assembly to reject the idea of hiring 
an executive search firm to recruit 
its next permanent manager.

 “I would like to conclude by 
urging you not to use precious 
borough resources to hire a 
headhunting firm, but to provide 
me the opportunity to prove my 
effectiveness as the Haines Borough 
manager not just as the interim, but 
on a full-time basis,” Ryan wrote.

 The assembly’s personnel 
committee will meet at noon Friday 
to discuss the seven applications.

 Several of the applicants 
under consideration have Alaska 
experience, including George 
Edes, who was fired from his job 
as Skagway Borough Manager in 
October 2013 when the Skagway 
Borough Assembly failed to pass 
a motion to retain him.

 Edes also worked as city 
manager for the City of Elko, Nev., 
from Feb. 1995 to Aug. 1996, and 
for the City of Coalinga, Calif., 
from March 1998 to Feb. 2001. 
According to Edes’ application, in 
both cases he was asked to tender 
his resignation.

  Gary Durr, who currently lives 
in Soldotna, is retired and last 
worked in Wasilla as a Charter 
College criminal justice and 
paralegal instructor from 2010 
to 2014. He also worked as a 
paralegal specialist for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Anchorage 
from 1991 to 1999.

 In addition to Ryan, Edes and 
Durr, other applicants include Alan 
Lanning of Steamboat Springs, 
Colo., Keith Neil of Farmington, 
N.M., Deborah Schwartz of Little 
Rock, Ark., and Jerry Presley of 
Altamonte Springs, Fla.

In a memo sent to assembly 
members Monday, acting borough 
manager Julie Cozzi said she 
received an additional application 
after the Dec. 4 deadline, from a 
person in Bakersfield, Calif. That 

application won’t be considered 
unless the interim manager 
position isn’t filled from the seven 
on-time applicants, Cozzi said.

“Conceivably, the (personnel) 
committee could end up with 
a short list to recommend to 
the assembly for a closer look, 
including interviews,” Cozzi said.

Haines resident Debra Schnabel 
also submitted an application 
Wednesday, coming in after the 
deadline.

In his cover letter to the assembly, 
public facilities director Ryan said 
he has had the opportunity to 
work with the past three borough 
managers.

 Ryan speculated those managers 
moved to Haines before becoming 
invested in the community, and the 
stress of the job prevented them 
from being community-oriented 
and seeing the virtues of Haines.

 “While I may not have a degree 
in public administration, finance, 
or business administration, more 
importantly I am invested in the 

By Tom Morphet
The s ta te  Depar tment  of 

Transportation this week said it 
would pursue “vegetated river 
protrusions” as part of mitigation for 
the Haines Highway improvement 
project, an apparent response to 
concerns that two miles of planned 
rock embankments would degrade 
roadside fish habitat between 3 
Mile and 25 Mile.

 DOT spokesman Jeremy 
Woodrow said the revised plan 
grew out of recent discussions with 
transportation and tribal officials in 
Klukwan, where an “engineered 
log jam” has been used for 10 
years to stabilize a bank and create 
riverside habitat friendly to fish.

 “This is a success story. It’s 
why we work with the public 
and governments before going 
ahead with projects, to respond to 
concerns and meet everybody’s 
expectations,” Woodrow said.

 Klukwan village president 
Jones Hotch Jr. this week said 
he’d reserve comment on the 
protrusions plan until seeing a 
proposal on paper. He said he’s 
been “extremely happy” with the 
village’s logjam embankment, 
which protects its new heritage 
center and cultural camp from 
erosive effects of the Tsirku and 
Klehini rivers, which converge  
there.

 The Upper Lynn Canal Fish and 

Game Advisory Committee last 
week addressed a letter to DOT, 
asking it specifically to create 
engineered log jams to improve 
habitat for rearing king salmon. 

 “The current (environmental 
plan) includes plans for linear 
riprap (rock), a poor choice as it 
can be detrimental to fish habitat 
and should be avoided if at all 
possible,” the committee wrote.

 Ben Kirkpatrick, a former state 
Fish and Game habitat biologist 
who worked on the Klukwan 
logjam project, testified to the 
committee last month that rock 
“riprap” accelerates riverbank 

By Karen Garcia
When Jessie Morgan was 

approached last year by Alaska 
Native Sisterhood Camp 5 
President Anastasia Wiley 
and asked to lead a junior 
contingent of the civil rights 
organization, she wasn’t sure 
if she was up for it.

“I was kind of wary when I 
started, because I really haven’t 
hung out with kids on this 
level,” Morgan said. “I wasn’t 
sure if I would have to tell them 
what to do all the time. I’m not 
that kind of person.”

Morgan,  25 ,  has  been 
heading up the Junior ANS 
Camp 5 as its president since 
last fall, and her uncertainties 
have given way to appreciation 
and fulfilment.

“I do this on a volunteer basis 
and it’s probably been the best 
thing that I could do for my 
professional development and 
as a human being. I just learn 
so much from them,” Morgan 
said.

Founded in 2014, Haines 
Junior ANS is one of only two 
junior ANS organizations in 
Southeast, along with one in 
Ketchikan. Since its inception, 
it has grown from four members 
to a dozen, ages 9-15.

The group recently elected its 
first officers: Tayla Hotch, vice 
president; Miranda Haddock, 
s e c o n d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ; 
Kayliegh Fisher, secretary; 
Saldie Wilson, treasurer; Malia 
Geise, sergeant at arms; and 
Kiana Donat, second sergeant 
at arms.

Junior members spend their 
time helping out at events like 
the New Year’s Eve alcohol-
free party and the Elizabeth 
Peratrovich memorial potluck, 
donning their caps and sashes 
to serve and help elders. They 
also go on field trips and have 
sleepovers at Wiley’s Piedad 
Road home.

Fifth-grader Geise, 10, said 



Page 2        Chilkat Valley News                   December 10, 2015

       
 

Office: Main Street, Haines.
 Mailing: Box 630, Haines AK 

99827
Tel: (907)766-2688

E-mail: cvn@chilkatvalleynews.
com

Subscription rates: 
Haines, $42 plus tax; 

2nd Class, Alaska, $48; 
2nd Class, Out of state, $54; 

1st Class, $75 
Periodical postage paid at 

Haines, AK 99827

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 
Box 630, Haines, AK 99827

                       

Named Alaska’s Best Weekly 
Newspaper 2013 & 2014

Vol. XLV #49  December 10, 2015

Chilkat Valley 
News

(ISSN8750-3336)
USPS Publication No. 500290

is published weekly, except the 
last week Dec. & 1st week Jan.

Publisher: Tom Morphet
Staff: Karen Garcia, Russ Lyman,

Teri Bastable-Podsiki

Save the Date To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-
2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.

Duly Noted

  See DULY page 10 

Letters to the Editor 

  MORE LETTERS page 3    

Thursday, Dec. 10
 Haines Acapella Women’s Choir, 6 to 7 
p.m. in the museum’s upper gallery. New singers 
welcome. Every Thursday. 
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers. 
 Screening of “The 78 Project,” 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. $8 admission. Sponsored by the 
Haines Arts Council.
Friday, Dec. 11
 Cookie and Candy Contest Entries Due, 
3 p.m. at the Haines Visitor Center. Adult and 
junior categories. Drop off two dozen samples. 
Call 766-2234.
 Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball vs. Whitehorse. 
Middle school games start at 3:30 p.m. High 
school games start at 6:30 p.m. All games in the 
high school gym. 
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the library. Bring a thumb drive with 
six of your photos to be discussed. 
 Burger Feed, 5 p.m. at the Legion Hall. 
Sponsored by the American Legion. Every Friday.
 Bingo, 7 p.m. at the ANB Hall. Sponsored by 
the Haines Chamber of Commerce. Every Friday.
Saturday, Dec. 12
 Nutrition Support Group, 10 to 11 a.m. in the 
school library. Same time every Saturday. 
 Pictures with Santa, 1 to 3 p.m. at the Haines 
Visitor Center. Cookies and candy. 
 Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball vs. Whitehorse. 
Middle school games schedule to be posted. High 
school games start at 6 p.m. All games in the high 
school gym. 
 Culture Day: Beaded Christmas Ornaments, 
2 to 4 p.m. at the library. Led by Gina Randles. 
Same time Saturday, Dec. 19. 
 Stories and Songs with Mrs. Claus, 3 p.m. 
at the library. 
 Holiday Parade, 4 p.m. line-up at Thor’s 
Fitness. Parade begins at 4:30 p.m. 
 13th Annual Gifts for Grub, 5 p.m. at the 
Legion Hall. Sponsored by the Uglys of Haines. 
Sunday, Dec. 13
 Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation Regular 
Meeting, 3 p.m. at the library. 
 Women’s City League Basketball, 4:15 p.m. 
in the high school gym. Call 515-689-9683 to sign 
up. Games every Sunday. 
 M e n ’s  C i t y  L e a g u e  B a s k e t b a l l 
Championship Game, 6:10 p.m. in the high 
school gym. 

Monday, Dec. 14
 Gingerbread House Contest entries due. 
Voting at the Alaska Arts Confluence office 
through Dec. 21. 
 “Life Drawing and Painting” group with 
models, 5:30 p.m. in the Haines High School 
art room. Bring your own supplies and a $2 
Community Ed fee.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 8 to 10 p.m. in 
the Haines High School gym. Same time 
Wednesday.
Tuesday, Dec. 15
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers. 
 Open Gym Basketball, 8 to 10 p.m. in the 
Haines High School gym. Same time Thursday.
Wednesday, Dec. 16
 Sheldon Museum Board of Trustees 
meeting, 2:30 p.m. at the museum. 
 Library Board meeting, 4:15 p.m. in the 
library conference room. 
 Alaska  Marine  Highway System 
Community Engagement Meeting, 5 to 7 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
Thursday, Dec. 17
 Ad Hoc Minor Offenses Committee 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers. 
 Restoration Advisory Board meeting, 6 
p.m. at the Chilkat Center.
 “Through the Lens: The Changing Seasons 
of the Alaska Bald Eagle Preserve,” 7 to 8 p.m. 
at the museum. Slideshow by Joe Ordonez.
Friday, Dec. 18
 Fairweather Ski Works Open House, 5 
p.m. in Dalton City. 
 Midwinter Ball, 7 p.m. at Harriett Hall. 
Sponsored by the Southeast Alaska State Fair.
Saturday, Dec. 19
 Cookies by the Pound, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Senior Center.
 Last Minute Shoppers Bazaar, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the ANB Hall. 
 “Harry Potter’s World: Renaissance 
Science, Magic and Medicine” exhibit 
opening, 1 to 4 p.m. at the museum.
 Ugly Christmas Sweater Pub Crawl, 9 p.m. 
at the Pioneer Bar. 
 Holly Jolly Christmas Follies, 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Sponsored by the Lynn Canal 
Community Players. 

Editorial

By Karen Garcia 
Former Haines resident Nori 

Nash is publishing her first 
historical romance novel, “How 
the Duke Was Won.” The novel 
will be released by HarperCollins/
Avon on April 26 and is available 
for pre-order. Nash described the 
book as a historical romance set in 
the United Kingdom in the early 
19th century that is “Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory” meets 
“The Bachelor.” Nash’s contract 
with HarperCollins/Avon is for 
three books, and Nash is currently 
working on the second in the 
trilogy, “If I Only Had a Duke.” 

Former resident Monica Stout 
received a March of Dimes “Nurse 
of the Year” award at a Nov. 20 
ceremony in Anchorage. Stout, 
a registered nurse case manager 
who works for the Southcentral 
Foundation’s Valley Native 
Primary Care Center in Wasilla, 
won in the “Case Management/
Care Coordination” category. 
March of Dimes provided awards 
in 13 categories, and received 
139 nominations. Stout’s co-
worker  and mentor  Bryen 
Bartgis nominated her. Stout’s 
job involves a lot of “behind-
the-scenes” work, like helping 
patients manage chronic diseases 
such as diabetes. Stout recently 
saw Haines clinic employees Pam 
Sloper and Jody Miller at the 31st 
Annual Alaska Native Diabetes 
Conference in Anchorage.  

 The Sheldon Museum and 
Cultural Center recently received 

$21,000 from the Rasmuson 
Foundation’s Art Acquisition Fund 
to purchase 10 pieces from Haines 
artists. The museum is buying: a 
fish skin bag and fish skin baseball 
cap from Rebecca Brewer; three 
pieces by Katie Craney titled “For 
Remembering,” “For Survival” and 
“For Population”; three puppets 
from Tresham Gregg called “Star 
Raven,” “Sun Eagle” and “Moon 
Raven”; and two outdoor sculptures 
by Judd Mullady titled “Two 
Sea Otters” and “Man’s Head.” 
The museum board is looking for 
three new members. John Hagen, 
Jim Heaton and Dave Pahl have 
stepped down from the board; 
Gregg Richmond and Kelleen 
Adams were recently appointed to 
it. 

 Lizzy Jurgeleit  is  Lynn 
Canal  Conservat ion’s  new 
conservation coordinator. She 
will be responsible for public 
outreach, event planning, grant 
writing and office management. 
J u rg e l e i t  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Washington State University in 
2014 with a bachelor’s degree in 
interior design. Her grandparents 
Patricia and Norm Blank were 
instrumental in establishing the 
Alaska Bald Eagle Preserve, and 
were active early members of 
LCC. 

 Ardy and Rob Miller had 
Thanksgiving dinner with Terry 
and Judy Jacobson at Don 
Vanderheyden  and Robert 
Bulger’s home in Ocean View, 
Hawaii. Robert’s brother Dave 

Bulger and his family were 
visiting from Syracuse, N.Y. The 
group defied tradition by dining 
on build-your-own pizzas, salad 
with ingredients from Judy’s 
Haines garden and bread made 
from Alaskan sourdough carefully 
transported by Ardy. 

Debra Schnabel and Sharon 
Resnick recently returned from 
a month-long trip to Morocco. 
The two flew into Marrakesh and 

 With the recent failure of high-ranking government executives who 
came from out of town, the pendulum of public opinion is predictably 
swinging back to support for hiring local or Alaska candidates to our 
highest-ranking government positions.
	Were	the	formula	for	finding	talented	executives	only	that	simple.
 Hiring candidates with local knowledge is ideal, but local vs. out-

of-town	is	a	false	choice.	It	oversimplifies	the	qualifications	needed	to	
do these jobs well and unwisely diminishes the amount of deliberation 
and research that should go into hiring for executive-level positions.

  Also, a preference for local hire should not be used as a reason for 
not	hiring	a	headhunting	firm.	On	the	contrary,	the	perspective	of	an	
out-of-town	recruitment	firm	may	be	the	only	way	for	us	to	get	a	truly	
objective look at local or regional candidates, some of whom would 
encounter bias disproportionate to out-of-town candidates due to their 
local histories, good or bad.
	(The	contacts	and	recruiting	knowledge	of	a	headhunting	firm	should	

also	provide	a	broad	starting	list	of	qualified	candidates	for	these	jobs,	
followed by a much more rigorous and thorough vetting than we can 
do ourselves.)
	With	or	without	a	recruiting	firm,	it	should	be	self-evident	that	the	

best candidate is not necessarily one from Haines or one from Alaska 
or one who is a Navy Seal commando. The best candidate is the one 
who	is	most	qualified,	most	experienced	and	most	willing	to	commit	
to the job.

 Judging from our history with managers, prior experience appears 
to be the most important determinant of success. Tom Healy and Bob 
Ward were among the town’s best executives. Each had previously 
worked as manager in Skagway. Each also had worked for years in 
lower municipal positions before being promoted to the top job.

 Healy and Ward weren’t perfect, but by the time they arrived in 
Haines, they had learned somet things about managing a town.
	Over	 at	 the	Haines	 School,	 superintendents	 tend	 to	 last	 on	 the	

job longer than borough managers. Why? Could it be that nearly all 
recent superintendents had previously worked as superintendents or 
administrators and that they had already learned the ropes and the 
pitfalls of the job?
	Our	 school	 board	wouldn’t	 consider	 hiring	as	 superintendent	 a	

person who didn’t have school administration experience. So how to 
explain our willingness on the municipal side to consider for manager 
candidates who’ve never before done the job?
	Our	most	recent	manager,	David	Sosa,	not	only	had	never	served	

as a municipal manager, he’d never worked for a municipality in any 
significant	capacity.	What	were	we	expecting?	

 If our municipality were the Haines Borough Corporation, a 
business with more than 50 employees and a $12 million annual budget, 
would	we,	as	shareholders,	be	comfortable	with	a	CEO		who	had	never	
managed a business? If we were operating a successful pizzeria, would 
we hire as manager someone who’d never worked in a restaurant? 
How many of us would take our cars to a mechanic who’d never before 
worked on an engine?

 Is it possible that managing a municipality well is a complex job 
that	requires	sophisticated	skills	and	a	broad	body	of	knowledge	that	
are	acquired	over	time?					

 Horse sense is good and knowledge of Haines and Alaska helps, 
but the best judgment and problem-solving on municipal issues seem 
most likely to come from a person who has managed similar issues 
and learned what to do and what not to do.
	Finding	 such	a	person	 isn’t	 impossible,	but	 it	 requires	work	 the	

borough	hasn’t	done	in	making	recent	hires.	Our		practice	of	advertising	
a position on the Internet and sifting through a dozen or so applicants 
isn’t likely to land us a winner from out of town. Just as hiring someone 
we know largely because we know them is a gamble with long odds. 

 That we’ve previously done a mediocre job at recruiting, identifying 
and landing strong candidates doesn’t mean that strong candidates do 
not exist. It means we need to do a better job in all aspects of hiring, 
which	is	why	we	need	the	help	of	a	professional	hiring	firm.
Experience	as	a	manager	should	be	at	the	top	of	the	firm’s	list	of		

qualifications	 for	 the	 job.	 If,	at	 the	end	of	 such	a	hiring	process,	a	
Haines resident is determined to be the strongest candidate, then that 
person should be hired, by all means.

Editor’s note: Next	week’s	Dec.	17	paper	will	be	the	final	CVN	of	
2015. Following its traditional, two-week break, the paper will resume 
publication on Thursday, Jan. 7.   

                                                                                  - Tom Morphet

Sosa a credit to military’s managers
 In	nearly	40	years	of	working,	Dave	Sosa	was	the	first	supervisor	I	

have	had	who	treated	women	staff	the	same	as	men.	He	didn’t	belittle,	
ignore	or	trivialize	women	staff.	He	didn’t	compare	us	to	his	daughter,	
sister or wife. He didn’t prefer the company of male employees, spending 
his work and spare time with them. I had trepidation when told we would 
have a supervisor from the Marines. I expected someone comfortable 
with men, not with women. Instead, he was a superlative supervisor of 
staff.	He	was	punctual,	organized,	hard-working	and	supportive.	He	
expected	and	gave	loyalty.	He	dealt	with	 inter-staff	conflicts	swiftly	
and	cleanly.	He	listened	to	upper-level	staff	equally.	He	had	a	sense	
of humor, and was always pleasant and polite. He believed in personal 
growth and worked hard to train his supervisors to be better people 
managers. He was present, spending time in every area of the borough 
instead of ignoring us and hiding behind a desk. He taught me a lot 
about how to be a better manager and supervisor. Because of him, 
borough	staff	work	well	together,	with	mutual	respect	and	cooperation.	
Any dysfunction that was present when he came is gone now. I commend 
the borough assembly for hiring him and hope that they do as well with 
their next manager hire. Given our experience with Mr. Sosa, I would 
respectfully	request	that	they	look	to	the	military	again.	The	military	
obviously has done a lot of work developing superlative managers. 
                                                                                        Helen Alten
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Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate

NEWLY  LISTED!
2.50 +/- Acres Chilkat Lake Road, power, phone, great winter 
recreation just across the steel bridge!    $53,000

1.63 +/- Acres Mathias Ave. West. Great residential building lot 
in town, hidden gem with view potential!    $84,800

1.30 +/- Acres Mathias Ave. West. Forested lot, end of the road 
location near downtown, and subdividable!    $63,600

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

Fine Art Nature & Wildlife

alaskawildbearphotography.com

Share the beauty of Alaska with your friends and family
 or decorate your own home or office. Please visit me on
  the web.

Passport Photos

If you are looking for that special family portrait
for the holidays or need another special event
captured -Portraits - Weddings - Life Events

907-767-5410 | akwildbear@outlook.com

Alaska Wild Bear Photography

Culbeck enriches himself at our expense
 Appearance is everything. And, by all appearances, Darsie Culbeck 

continues to use the Haines Borough to enrich himself at other 
residents’ expense. Previously, he would leave his job as executive 
assistant to work for Constantine Metal Resources whenever it suited 
him. Now, we pay for him to travel from his winter home in Mexico to 
Alaska and back to do biomass consulting.

 I understand why some people move south for the winter. (I am one 
of them.) I also understand why some people want to make the most 
money possible. But, I don’t understand why the Haines Borough – 
which says it’s strapped for cash – continues to allow public money 
to be misspent in this way on this one person.

 
                                                                                     Sharon Resnick

Trust a local candidate for manager
 We are reminded constantly this time of year to shop locally. The 

Haines Borough Assembly should do the same. We have two talented, 
local candidates for borough manager, Debra Schnabel and Brad 
Ryan. Both are intelligent and well-educated, have worked with 
government	agencies,	have	written	and	administered	significant	grants,	
have	administered	staff,	and	have	worked	in	the	private,	public,	and	
nonprofit	sectors.	Are	they	perfect?	No.	Get	over	it	–	neither	are	any	
of	us.	We	don’t	need	to	fly	them	in	for	interviews.	We	don’t	need	to	pay	
their moving expenses. They are committed to living in our community. 
They are well-versed on local issues, and we won’t have blown tens 
of thousands of dollars on a headhunter who might not know Haines, 
Alaska, from Haines City, Fla. Let’s give one of them a shot at the job. 
If it works out, great, we will have saved a lot of time and money and 
we’ll	have	a	“known	quantity”	on	the	job	who	isn’t	looking	to	buff	up	
a resume so they can leave town after a year or two to climb up the 
professional	ladder.		If	it	doesn’t	work	out,	we	will	be	no	worse	off	six	
months	from	now.	We’ve	brought	in	folks	from	Outside	the	last	five	or	
six times – over about the same number of years. Maybe we should be 
more willing to trust people we know over people we don’t. It’s time 
to shop locally for a borough manager.

                                                                      
                                                          Gershon Cohen 

 
Heli-ski firms, cooperate on heliport site
	There	were	a	couple	significant	events	 that	 led	 to	my	moving	 to	

Haines from Fairbanks four-and-a-half years ago. Those events were 
preceded by my son saying, “Why don’t you move to Haines so I can 
visit	you	and	snowboard	at	the	same	time?”	When	the	heli-ski	industry	
experiences a setback like the denial of Scott Sundberg’s heliport, I feel 
their pain for my son and for these guys (mostly) who have a vision 
for themselves and their place in the world. I’m writing to ask all the 
operators to talk to each other, to look closely, and to work with the 
borough	 to	find	a	place	where	a	single	heliport	could	be	built	and	
shared.	Sharing	is	not	easy;	it’s	not	like	private	ownership.	It	requires	
a	different	set	of	muscles,	but	 I	believe	you	can	do	 it.	What	you’re	
about	is	quite	a	big	deal,	maybe	not	as	big	as	a	mine	or	a	highway	
project, but way bigger than a business that’s focused in town. I believe 
Haines wants you to get the proportions right for the size of this town. 
I don’t believe Haines wants to completely thwart your intentions. To 
the borough government, if the planning commission can’t spearhead 
this, do we need an ad hoc committee? There’s surely a solution that 
we haven’t discovered yet and it’s right in front of our noses.

                                                                         	Evelyna	Vignola	
 

Museum name change a waste of money
	I’ve	been	reading	in	the	Chilkat	Valley	News	about	the	proposed	

name change for the Sheldon Museum and I can’t see one good reason 
for changing it. What’s wrong with Sheldon Museum? Mr. Sheldon put 
a	lot	of	time	and	effort	into	its	creation	years	ago.

 I don’t think a few board members should have the authority to make 
such an important decision. There should have been a survey, since it 
affects	all	of	us.

 Not only is a name change a waste of time and money but, really, 
doesn’t the board have more important issues to discuss? The fact that 
the museum in Sitka is named Sheldon Jackson Museum shouldn’t cause 
any confusion with anyone. How in the world will it possibly bring in 
more visitors?
	I	 think	the	board	is	“grasping	at	straws”	to	 think	up	reasons	to	

change a perfectly good name to something else. Maybe the only change 
should be to the board members.

 While we’re at it, how about renaming the Anway cabin to something 
more catchy? These pioneers are an important part of Haines history. 
Let’s lay the name change to rest once and for all!   

                                                                                           Dixie Hayes
  

Thank oil distributor for helping sled hill
 The sledding hill on Mount Riley Road is all ready to go. If you 

see Fred Gray or stop in at Delta Western, give them a big thank you 
for donating 200 gallons of fuel to get the job done. Now we just need 
snow!         
                                                                                     Stacie Turner

Volunteers, school make CYD hoops
 A very special thank you to all the parents for their continued 

help and support with the Community Youth Development basketball 
program. Thanks to the Haines School for enabling our students to 
participate and for allowing us use of the school facilities for practice. 
Thanks especially to our coaches: Kyle Fossman, Tom Faverty, Matt 
Davis,	Lori	Giddings	and	Tiffany	DeWitt	for	their	selfless	dedication	
and commitment to our middle school basketball program and for their 
willingness to come alongside the youth of our community.

             
                           Al Giddings for the Haines Borough CYD Program

Residents invited to community forum
	What	do	we	think	about	the	future	of	our	community?	Our	economy?	

Our	government?	Our	public	participation?	What	is	the	role	of	the	
nonprofits?	How	do	we	enhance	our	local	industries?	How	do	we	treat	
our environment? How do we envision our waterfront? How do we see 
our	scenic	highway	future?	Our	fish	habitat?	The	Lutak	Dock?	How	
do we communicate with each other? How about a people’s initiative 
Public Forum Series?

Come speak your mind and listen to what others have to say. Break 
away from your computer and step out into the public. Good ideas can 
come from our citizens. Join co-hosts Brenda Josephson and Tresham 
Gregg 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, at the Chilkat Center lobby. Speak up. 
Speak out.

         Brenda Josephson and Tresham Gregg

Shop-Warming
Open House

     Friday
        Dec. 18
       5 pm
    Dalton City

Snacks • Drinks 
Door Prizes...at Harriett Hall

Formal 

than Normal

766-2476

$10 General Admission $5 Children $25 Families
Free for Fair Members!

Friday, December 18

Live Music!
More

7 pm
Friday, December 18, 7 pm

$10 General Admission 
$5 Children 
$25 Families

FREE for Fair Members!

Live Music by
Juan Night Stand

50/50 Raffl  e!Photo Booth!

By Karen Garcia
The new Mount Riley Road 

sledding hill is cleared of stumps, 
smoothed out, and ready to go. 
The only thing missing is snow.

In May 2014, the Haines 
Borough Assembly agreed to put 
$8,000 toward the creation of a 
sledding hill running parallel to 
Mount Riley Road. The project 
also required use of a tract of 
borough land about 100 feet wide 
and 1,200 feet long.

Public facil i t ies director 
Brad Ryan said local logger 
Scott Rossman cleared the hill 
in exchange for the firewood, 
Whiterock pulled the stumps and 
Turner Construction donated time 
and equipment to smooth out the 
hill, remove boulders and put up 
a berm so sledders don’t veer off 
into trees.

Delta Western also donated 200 
gallons of fuel for the equipment.

Creation of the hi l l  was 
prompted by development of 
the Turners’ residence at the 
top of the road. The road itself 
had traditionally been used for 
sledding and skiing because it was 
steep, unplowed and unsanded. 
Development of the residence 
changed the plowing and sanding 
situation.

“We are really excited to be 
seeing kids in the neighborhood,” 
said Stacie Turner. “With both 
our kids away in college, that’s 
something we’ve really missed.”

Initial plans for the hill called 
for parking areas at the top and 
bottom, but those spaces likely 
won’t be developed beyond 
smoothing out the spots next 
season, Ryan said.

“There’s a little bit of a parking 
area at the bottom, but it needs to 
firm up a bit. It was pretty mucky 
when they pulled the stumps,” 
he said.

During discussions of the 
sledding hill in 2014, talk of a 
rope tow to haul users up the hill 
emerged, but that’s not in the 
plans right now, Ryan said.

“As far as I know, it’s completely 
done. We might improve the 
parking next summer, but there is 
no plan for a rope tow or any other 
development,” he said.
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Committee
reshuffled

Wrestlers on way
to regional tourney

Committee to consider offenses

Caroline’s Closet

12-6 pm, 7 Days a Week 2nd & Main St

13th - 20% OFF Burts Bees 
14th - 25% OFF Candles 
15th - 20% OFF Purses, Wallets, and New Bags!
16th - 75% OFF Shoes!!!
17th - 20% OFF Pajamas 
18th - 20% OFF Anything with “ALASKA” on it
19th - 20% OFF Jewelry, Hats, Scarves, Belts, and Socks 
20th - 20% OFF Men’s Hoodies and T-Shirts 
21st  - 75% OFF Clearance!! 
22nd - 25% OFF Kids & Baby Clothes and Gifts 
23rd -  20% OFF Women’s Tops and Pants  
24th -  20% OFF Native Northwest Gifts

               Tons of new
Women’s Basics: Leggings, Affordable Tops, and More

50% off Jeans
NEW 

ARRIVALS

12 Days of Christmas Sale

Bring in the New Year in style at 

Captain’s Choice Motel!

 New Year’s Special
Rooms $75
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1

Suites not included in special

766-3111 CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

`
Open 7 days a week 766-2442

766-2444

World Tavern Poker @ 7 & 10 pm Wed & Fri

Karaoke Thursday @ 10 pm

WINTER HOURS
Lunch & Dinner Monday - Thursday, 11:30am - 8pm
Lunch & Dinner Friday & Saturday, 11:30am - 9pm

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Sunday, 8am - 8pm

 Harbor Bar
  Open @ 11:30am  Mon-Sat 

    Saturday - Pool Tourney 1pm 
   Guaranteed $ Prizes     

9am Sunday - Join us for Football!

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Become as 
waves of one sea, 

trees of one 
forest, growing in 
the utmost love, 
agreement and 

unity.”
~ Abdu’l-Baha

BUSY RAISING MONEY  -- Hudson Sage of the Haines Venturer Scouts loads a Douglas fir Christmas 
tree into a pickup truck at the entrance of last weekend’s Community Education Bazaar. The scouts 
expect to sell 122 trees this year, up from 60 when their sale of trees from the Lower 48 started four years 
ago. The trees sell for $40-$70 and the  group receives discounted freight from Alaska Marine Lines. The 
group’s wreaths are in and can be picked up 6-7 p.m. Friday at the Haines School. Tom Morphet photo. 

By Karen Garcia
The ad hoc committee created 

to address the controversial 
minor offenses ordinance has 
been chugging along for the past 
couple of months, and will take up 
two major community concerns 
next week.

The committee will discuss and 
take public comment on whether 
the manager should be allowed 
to deputize certain borough 
employees to issue citations. 
It will also address whether 
violations should be treated as 
civil penalties handled through 
city hall or criminal penalties that 
go through the court system.

“I think that’s a big topic for 
folks, so if they want to weigh 
in, they should submit comments 
or come to the meeting,” said 
committee member Margaret 
Friedenauer.

The meeting begins 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 17.

At its Nov. 30 meeting, the 
committee received a revised draft 
of the ordinance from borough 
attorney Patrick Munson. Munson 
made clear the revisions were 
only suggestions based on input 
provided by the committee.

Changes included keeping the 
power and process for issuing 
citations in the hands of police 
officers rather than deputized 

borough employees. According 
to the revision, designated 
employees could give sworn 
statements to police officers 
responsible for writing tickets.

The revised draft also softened 
some language and includes 
specific discretion for officers to 
give warnings instead of citations.  

“We  amended  l anguage 
throughout the ordinance to 
eliminate the use of certain terms 
such as ‘convicted’ and ‘guilty’ 
based on the idea that a minor 
offense is not intended to connote 
criminal behavior. It’s just a 
violation,” Munson said.

The committee also discussed 
the potential of handling violations 
through the administration instead 
of the court system. Making the 
violations civil penalties keeps 
them entirely outside of the “minor 
offenses rules” and requirements of 
an Alaska Supreme Court decision 
issued in 2013.

  “A civil fine by definition 
means you end up doing this 
whole proceeding in city hall with 
either the borough manager or a 
designee as a hearing official who 
has to sit kind of as a judge on 

anyone who requests a hearing to 
challenge whether they committed 
the offense they are accused of or 
not,” Munson said.

Skagway handles its violations 
as civil penalties.

Committee member Deborah 
Vogt asked if the borough could 
just make all the violations into 
civil penalties and be done with 
the matter.

“Yes, you can define them all 
as civil fines, but no, you would 
not just be done with it,” Munson 
said. “You would then have to 
set up your city hall enforcement 
system, which, … at least in our 
view, is not an efficient use of 
borough resources because it puts 
all of the enforcement on city hall 
rather than in the court.”

Some violations are already 
handled this way, like nuisance 
abatement orders. Residents  
notified by borough staff that 
they have violated a nuisance 
law can appeal that decision to 
the assembly. The assembly then 
must sit and hear the case. If the 
assembly upholds the decision, 
residents can appeal the decision 
to Superior Court.

The Haines Borough Personnel 
Committee is playing musical 
chairs following a realization that 
the committee can only have three 
assembly members – not four – 
according to borough code.

The make-up of the committee 
came under scrutiny after a recent 
vote to recommend mayor Jan 
Hill serve as acting manager for 
a month. An examination of code 
revealed the committee shall have 
three members, not the four – 
Margaret Friedenauer, Mike Case, 
Diana Lapham and Ron Jackson – 
that Hill had originally appointed.

At last  week’s assembly 
meeting, assembly member 
Tresham Gregg pointed out the 
committee had more members 
than allowed, and asked the 
issue be addressed. Hill said she 
planned to randomly determine 
which member to remove, but 
Gregg asked the decision be made 
in public.

Hill drew Case’s name out of a 
hat, apparently removing him from 
the committee.After the meeting, 
however, Lapham apparently 
resigned from the committee and 
Case was reinstated as chair.

  The current committee consists 
of Case, Friedenauer and Jackson. 

Haines High School wrestlers 
will compete this weekend 
at the regional tournament in 
Petersburg.

Coach Dennis Durr said this 
year’s squad is on the cusp of 
putting up big numbers. “We 
might be taking a couple guys 
and we might be taking eight guys 
(to state),” Durr said. “Everybody 
has a chance to make it.”

After nearly a month without 
a meet, a refreshed Haines squad 
placed sixth of 15 squads at a 
Sitka competition last weekend.

Durr said the layoff didn’t lead 
to much rust for the Glacier Bears, 
who were happy for a break from 
the “monotony of practice.”

“These guys got a lot of practice 
in, instead of all the travel on the 
ferries,” Durr said.

Sophomore Cameron Bauer 
finished second at 126 pounds. 
He tallied wins by technical 
fall and decision before losing 
to a Wrangell opponent in the 
championship match.

   Junior Ketch Jacobson (132 
pounds), senior Zane Durr (152 
pounds) and freshman Kamakana 
Kanahele (220 pounds) each 
earned third-place finishes.

Jacobson opened with a loss 
but rebounded for two pins. Durr 
went 3-1 at the tournament, with 
two pins and a decision. His only 
loss was in a match that went 
to “sudden victory” extra time 
against a Thunder Mountain 
grappler. Kanahele picked up two 
decisions following a quarterfinal 
defeat.

Other records for the Glacier 
Bears included senior Trevor Cox, 
2-2 at 138 pounds; junior Mori 
Hays, 1-2 at 145 pounds; senior 
Kai Hays, 2-2 at 160 pounds; and 
senior Tyler Murphy, 1-2 at 182 
pounds.

Overall, the Glacier Bears 
trailed Craig, Wrangell, Mount 

Edgecumbe, Petersburg and 
Sitka and were one spot ahead 
of Thunder Mountain. Coach 
Durr noted this was the first time 
Haines topped the Falcons in 
scoring this season.

Durr said 120-pounder Charlie 
Bower, a junior, missed the Sitka 
competition due to injury but 
is expected to compete at this 
weekend. The top four finishers in 
each weight class advance to state.
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McPhetres remembered as gracious, hard-working  

HT from page 1

Steve McPhetres  

Haines Chamber of Commerce

New Year’s Eve Celebration
& Casino Night Fundraiser

Roulette • Blackjack 
Craps • Poker 

Split-the-Pot Raffle

Harriett Hall  9pm - 1am

You really don’t want to miss this - 
New Year’s Eve... it’s not just for amateurs.

Call the Chamber to reserve your table.

      Reserve a Table for your 
business associates, employees... 
        $200 or $500 w/perks!
      Call 766-2202 for details.

   $25 entry buys 
   $500 in CHIPS

DANCE!
to the Beat of 

the God Particles
10pm-1am

Cookies
by the
Pound

Senior Center
Sat. Dec. 19, 10am - 2pm

All proceeds benefit Haines Food Bank

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

In this season of celebrations, the holidays can be challenging for those who 
grieve the loss of loved ones. Hospice of Haines off ers these suggestions, 
gathered from several sources, which may help you navigate the weeks ahead. 

* It’s OK to be direct and let others know if you are not in the holiday spirit, 
“up” for social gatherings or family traditions. 
* Have an exit strategy. If you choose to att end events or parties, if it’s possible, 
have your own mode of transportation (even if this means having the number for 
a taxi): It will give you control over where you are and how long you stay. 
* Let someone in or fi nd a support group. While you may feel weary of being 
perceived as a “downer,” it’s important to have at least one person who knows 
that your insides don’t match the cheerful decor of the season.
* It’s OK to cry. In fact, your tears may help others access their own emotions. It 
takes the pressure off  “holding it together.” Tears are healing.
* Carry out a ritual. Remember what your loved one may have liked to do over 
the holiday. Did he/she have a favorite dish you could prepare? Did he/she go on 
a Christmas Eve walk? Did he/she like to sit in a favorite pew? 
* If you are supporting grieving children, involve your children in the holiday 
planning: light a memorial candle next to a photo; help your child write a 
lett er to the deceased one, or draw a picture in remembrance. The death of a 
loved one can be extremely diffi  cult for a teenager. Talk openly about your 
sadness. Remember how grief can be a roller coaster ride for them too. 
* Practice self-care. For the bereaved, physical, emotional and spiritual 
self-care is critical. Get enough sleep and eat well. Stay connected with 
your family, friends and congregation. Consciously practice gratitude for 
the beauty of our environment: bundle up and go out for a stroll.

�   Grief and the Holidays   �

Hospice of Haines wishes to thank our community for 
a year of kind words of gratitude and generous gifts. 

Call anytime: 766-3645

A memorial service will be 
held Dec. 28 in Juneau for Steve 
McPhetres, a former Haines 
school superintendent described 
by friends and colleagues as hard-
working, gracious, and savvy. 

The memorial will be held 5:30 
p.m. at Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church  in  Juneau ,  where 
McPhetres was a longtime active 
member. 

McPhetres, who led the Haines 
Borough School District from 
1969 until 1986, died Nov. 24 at 
Harborview Medical Center in 
Seattle of injuries from a fall while 
deer hunting. He was 74. 

“He’d have about 1,000 things 
on his desk, but you’d drop in the 
office and he always had time for 
you. I marveled at that. Steve had 
a gift to be present, to allow time 
for people,” said retired teacher 
Ellen Larson. 

Nancy Schnabel was hired 
and laid off by McPhetres in the 
same year, following a drop in 
enrollment. “He even made that 
a pleasant experience. He was so 
reasonable,” she said. 

Gary Matthews, a former 
Haines  music  teacher  and 
principal who also served as 

executive director of the Alaska 
School Activities Association, 
said McPhetres’ legacy here 
included the swimming pool. “If 
it hadn’t been for Steve, there 
probably never would have been 
a pool. He advocated, fought, got 
the money, and led the charge for 
it,” Matthews said. 

McPhetres also started the 
Southeast Alaska Honor Music 
Festival, stipulating that it would 
be held exclusively in small 
communities to promote music 
education in small schools. 

Rector Gordon Blue said 

McPhetres sang as a cantor, 
helped with community events, 
and prepared food baskets for 
the needy. While some retirees 
withdraw from service, “with 
Steve it was like he was just 
getting started. When we arrived 
here he reached out to my 13-year-
old son, sharing some of the 
difficulty of being a preacher’s 
kid.”

Stephen Thomas McPhetres 
was born Sept. 7, 1941, to 
Samuel Augustus McPhetres, an 
Episcopal priest and rector of Holy 
Trinity, and Josephine Margaret 
McLaughlin McPhetres, clerk of 
the Alaska Supreme Court. He 
graduated from Juneau-Douglas 
High School and in 1963 earned 
a degree in music education from 
Willamette University. 

He sang tenor and played 
piano, clarinet, and most band 
instruments. Son Sam McPhetres 
said his father “could pick a mean 
banjo” and recently took up the 
ukulele.

McPhetres taught music at 
Nome High School from 1963-
1965 and at Sheldon Jackson 
Junior College in Sitka from 
1965-1967, where he met fellow 

educator Janice Lee Vallem. He 
needed a female chaperone for 
his choir’s trip to France, and she 
wanted to go, so they married 
before leaving on the trip together.  

They moved to Fairbanks, 
where Steve taught  music 
at Lathrop High School and 
earned a master’s degree in 
school administration from the 
University of Alaska. In 1969, 
McPhetres was hired in Haines to 
serve as principal, librarian, and 
cheerleading coach. He became 
superintendent that same year, 
filling in for one who left the job 
abruptly.

Matthews said McPhetres did 
well in all his roles. “He had a 
really good cheerleading squad. 
They won a lot of awards.” 

McPhetres joined the fire 
department, performed in local 
musicals, sang in a barbershop 
quartet and served as a Boy Scout 
leader. “Steve reached out to a lot 
of different groups and entities 
that weren’t getting along very 
well and brought order to the 
school and pulled the community 
together,” Matthews said. “He 
liked to sub for me in the band 
room, as well.” 

McPhetres played Santa Claus 
to a generation of Haines children. 
Vicki French recalled a Christmas 
Eve visit when she was 6 years 
old. “I just kept thinking that 
history had gotten it wrong. Santa 

wasn’t overweight or had white 
hair. He wasn’t even old. He was 
the twin of Mr. McPhetres,” she 
said.

Businessman Doug Olerud 
was in McPhetres’ Boy Scout 
troop when they traveled to the 
national jamboree in Virginia. 
He was a “great role model,” 
Olerud said. “It was the way he 
handled himself. I learned so 
much watching him. He treated 
everyone equally well.”

M c P h e t r e s  l e f t  t h e 
superintendent job here in 1986, 
when he moved to Juneau to 
become executive director of 
the Alaska Council of School 
Administrators. In the job, he 
mentored administrators across 
the state and lobbied for school 
funding. He retired in 1998.
From 2002-2005 he worked as an 
educational consultant.

He ran 10 marathons after 
age 50, including the Boston 
Marathon twice. He enjoyed 
hiking in Alaska and abroad, and 
after retiring worked at Northstar 
Trekking in Juneau. He sang in the 
Juneau community choir, enjoyed 
fishing, family and friends, and 
served as master of ceremonies 
at numerous events.

McPhetres is survived by wife 
Jan McPhetres, Juneau; children 
Wendy McPhetres, Bremerton, 
Wash., and Sam McPhetres, 
Haines; siblings Johanna Smith, 
Juneau, and Sam McPhetres, 
Sa ipan ,  Mar i ana  I s l ands ; 
grandchildren Owen and Emily 
McPhetres, Haines; and eight 
nieces and nephews.   

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and brother Dr. David 
McPhetres.

Donations in Steve McPhetres’ 
memory may be made to Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 325 
Gold St., Juneau, AK 99801. 
Cards may be sent to Jan and 
family, c/o Sam McPhetres, P.O. 
Box 1192, Haines, AK 99827.
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the perfect

GIFT
A subscription to the

Chilkat Valley News
Local $44.31  Alaska $48  

Outside (2nd class) $54  Outside (1st class) $75

informative, entertaining, economical
AND it lasts the whole year!

Buy one subscription
and get the 2nd at half-price!

* applies only to new subscribers
Payment must be received by 12/31/2015

Special
Holiday

Offer*
Name:
Mailing Address:

Send your subscription order and payment to Chilkat Valley News, PO Box 630, Haines AK 99827

Name:
Mailing Address:

Ha
ine

s C
able 

TV / Radio Shack Dealer

715 Main St.

From our 
Business and home to yours!

Have a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year!

The Staff at 
ED&D/Haines Cable

We Ship

Anywhere!
LocallyMade Gifts!

10 - 50 % off  Selected Items!
December 11 - 20

Fort Seward     766-2505     www.dejondelights.com

10% off
all things made by Joanie Wagner

& Katie Sevigny

Closed Dec 25 - Jan 10
�  Main Street  �

       Holiday Sale
         Check out our 

        Salsa and Surly 
        FATBIKES

20% off 
accessories, apparel, 
components & tools
& up to 

30% off 
selected bikes!
thru December 19th

24 Portage St. • 766-2869
Mon.-Fri. 9-4 • Sat. 9-1

closed Sunday

Shop 

Local!
Holiday Open House
and Opening Reception
December 19

1-4pm
Harry Potter’s World: 
Renaissance Science, 

Magic, and Medicine 

       We’re Stocked Up 
                with lots of great gifts for 

           the whole family!
               Toys, candle gift sets, 

bedding, electronics and, 
of course, lots of new furniture!

Merry Christmas
 from our family 
    to yours!

The Parts Place

Lots of  
Stocking Stuffers

We’ve got

ToolsParts
Accessories

& More

Caroline’s Closet

12-6 Every Day 2nd & Main St

Door Buster Sale
Saturday, Dec. 12th from 12-6pm

1 Item 10% off
2 Items 20% off

3 or More Items 30% off

Portage St. 766-2031

M
ay

 E
ve

ry

on
e’s Holiday Be Blesse

d

    Lots of 

Great Gift

 at Ideas

Have a Joyous Holiday Season!
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Howsers
Star Wars 
Collectibles & Activity Kits

Deluxe paper model kits
										Darth	Vader
         Millennium Falcon
Star Wars Pillows
Star Wars Vintage Pez Tin
Star Wars Die Cast Ships
Many More Great Gift Ideas!

$2499

$1999

May the Force be with you this Holiday Season!

$1499
$769

T-shirts ~ Hoodies ~ Glasses
Hats ~ Stickers ~ Gift Certificates

"Hoppy"
Holidays
& Cheers

"Expanded Ale" on tap for 
the new year on Main St.

766-3823, M-S noon-7

 

Holiday
Drink Menu

Green Siren
Absinthe 

10% off
this December

Open Mon-Fri, 4-8 pm

Outfi tter Sporting Goods
9am ‘til 6pm

Open 9am - 6pm
MIKE’S  BIKES & BOARDS

Additional Discounts 
on the Following Categories:

Alaska Grown Hoodies & Shirts 20% more
All Rainwear  20% more
Fishing Rods  20% more
Fishing Reels  20% more
All gun Cases  20% more

All Packs  20% off
All Seasonings & Jerky Cure  20% off

All Camping Furniture including Sleeping 
Bags & Sleeping Pads  20% more

  10% off Retail 
Both Stores through Christmas

Plus Many Other Specials!

Daily

Special Pricing
Dog Packs  20% more off

Goggles  20% more
Snowboards  20% more
Skate Board Decks  $20

Snow Pants & Coats  20% more
Skateboards  15% more
Longboards  15% more

Go-Pro Accessories  20% more
Helmets  20% more

Bicycle Clothing  20% more
& Other In-Store Specials

Pioneer Bar

Open Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon
Bamboo Room Restaurant

7am - 2pm • 5 - 8pm
till 9pm Fri & Sat

Bamboo will be 
closed Christmas Day 
and at 8pm Dec. 19 

  Stop in for 

  Free Coffee

 Sat. Dec 12

Open Mic Every Fri. 
9 pm

Trivia 7 pm Every Sat. 
Except Dec 19

      Merry 
Christmas!

 All Coffee, Specialty Coffee drinks 
& Tea half price 

Free Hot Cocoa For the Kids!* some items 
excluded from sale

Mountain Market & Cafe
Annual Customer Appreciation Day Sale

8 am to 7 pm
766-3340 
766-3380

*15% off Groceries, Wine &
                                     Spirits

Saturday, Dec. 19th

*10% off Beer

Have a Joyous Holiday Season!

Shop 
at 

Home!
Bell’s Store
    has
Poinsettias
& Live 
Plants 
for the 

Holidays
on 2nd Ave 766-2950

Corner of  2nd & Main    766-2352

Celebrating our 6th Anniversary!

Offering Alaskan made 
items by over 100 artists, 

as well as collectibles

Check out our Chrismas specials in store and on our Facebook page!

Talia’s Treasures 
(now located on Main St) 

Open Christmas Eve 
10am-3pm.  Several drawings 

happening at 2:30
must be present to win

HAINES QUICK SHOP 

Outfitter Liquor                          

All Culinary Circle Pizza $599      All Triscuits $349

Enter Drawing to Win 10 FREE Movie Rentals!

open
8-Midnight

daily

open
7-Midnight

daily

           Pabst Cubes  $2299

        Coors 12 pk can $1399

  Coors Light 12 pk can $1399

  Rolling Rock 18 pk can $1899

All Sutter Home Wines 10% off
All Hiram Walker & 

DeKuyper Brandy & Schnapps 10% off



Page 8        Chilkat Valley News                   December 10, 2015

Alaska Fjordlines
Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Mountain Guides &   
    Chilkat Guides
Aspen Hotel
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Canal Marine & Oceanside 
    RV Park
Chilkat Valley News
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
Cloudburst Productions
Coldwell / Race Realty
Constantine Metal Recources
Cottage Arts

Dejon Delights
Delta Western
First National Bank Alaska
Haines Borough School Board
Haines Home Buidling
Haines Propane
Haines Quick Shop / Mike’s 
    Bikes & Boards / Outfi tter
    Liquor & Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate 
Howsers IGA & Caroline’s 
     Closet
King’s Store
Lighthouse Restaurant & 
    Harbor Bar
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.

Malia Hayward, State Farm
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Café 
Newman’s Plumbing & Heating
Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Reuben Willis, State Farm
Sea Otter Woodworks
Sockeye Cycle Co.
Some Things Fishy
Southeast Road Builders Inc.
Stanford Masonry & Carpentry
Takshanuk Mountain Trail
TEM Services      
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

Front row, from left: Cameron Bauer, Ketch Jacobson, Charlie Bower, Kai Hays
2nd Row: Mori Hays, Kamakana Kanahele, Tyler Murphy, Trevor Cox, Zane Durr           

Regionals
Dec. 11 & 12 in Petersburg,

State 
Dec. 18 & 19 in Anchorage

Proceeds	from	this	school	booster	series	benefi	t	school	activities	and	a	graduation	scholarship.	Thank	you	to	these	businesses	for	their	support.

2015 Glacier Bear Wrestlers
We’re Proud of You,

Good 

Luck 

at
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MANAGER from page 1  RIVER from page 1
currents, while the logjams slow 
currents and create shelter for 
rearing king and coho salmon.

 DOT’s decision doesn’t go as 
far as Kirkpatrick wanted, but it 
may produce similar results. 

 Woodrow said the state’s plans 
for protrusions won’t replace 
riprap or use logs to create an 
embankment, but will be built 
between riprap and the river. 
“Engineered log jam technology 
will be employed but not as a 
slope stabilization method.”

 Engineered logjams, while 
used in the Lower 48 and at some 
locations in Alaska, haven’t been 
proven to work for protecting 
roadbeds in Alaska, Woodrow 
said. “There’s just not enough 
proof that engineered logjams will 
protect roadbanks in our climate,” 
he said, citing questions about 
effects of a local freeze-thaw 
cycle.

 In adopting new technologies, 
the state must act conservatively 
in order to protect its investment 
in the road, Woodrow said. “We 
want to make sure we preserve 
this road for decades.”

 Woodrow descr ibed  the 
vegetated river protrusions as a 
hybrid between the logjams and 
“woody debris piles,” a type of 
streamside habitat improvement 
already planned for sections 
of the project. The number 
and location of the protrusions 
have not yet been determined, 
Woodrow said.

 Biologist Kirkpatrick said 
he’s  hoping the s tate  wil l 
incorporate designs by Herrera 
Environmental, a Seattle-based 
engineering firm that pioneered 
the technology and has been 
working with Klukwan on this 
issue.

 Kirkpatrick said vegetated 

river protrusions are a general 
concept,  and that any new 
structures that push flow out into 
the river must include engineering 
for a rebound effect when the 
flows come toward the road 
downriver.

 “It’s critical to design them 
right or the river will erode the 
bank downstream a little way. 
The concept is doable if it’s done 
right, with the right location and 
engineering, but until you have 
something to look at (on paper), 
it’s hard to say,” Kirkpatrick 
said.

 Besides design and location, 
the number of  protrusions will 
be important, Kirkpatrick said. He 
said engineered logjams protect 
roadbeds in Washington and 
Oregon. “They’re used quite 
extensively… This is about 
DOT and their comfort zone. 
It has nothing to do with the 
engineering.”

 Woodrow said mitigation 
measures on the highway will 
more than match the project’s 
impacts on habitat. 

 “We’ve gone beyond one for 
one. We’re working toward the 
Boy Scout motto, to leave it better 
than we found it,” Woodrow said.

 Kirkpatrick said the project’s 
environmental assessment hasn’t 
established that. “They didn’t put 
anything out there to show it’s one 
to one. That’s speculation, as far 
as I can tell from the EA.”

 Woodrow said he didn’t 
have a response for an advisory 
c o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n  t h a t 
mitigation funds for the project 
be spent exclusively in the 
valley. Committee members 
are concerned that mitigation 
funds may go into a land trust 
that  would benef i t  habi ta t 
elsewhere.

community of Haines and I can 
back that up with a successful 
track record of working with 
municipal governments, tribes, 
the State of Alaska, and the 
federal government throughout 
Southeast Alaska,” Ryan wrote.

Before  becoming publ ic 
facilities director, Ryan worked 
as executive director of the 
Southeast Alaska Watershed 
Coalition. He has also worked for 
Takshanuk Watershed Council, 
Chilkoot Indian Association 
and NOAA. He has a PhD in 
environmental science and a 
bachelor’s degree in biology.

 A cursory Internet search of the 
other candidates shows Lanning, 
of Steamboat Springs, Colo., has 
generated a sizeable amount of 
controversy since working as a 

city manager.
According to CBS Denver, 

Lanning came under fire from 
elected officials in Central City, 
Colo., when he went to a job 
interview in Burlington, Iowa, less 
than a year after he was hired. When 
asked by the Central City mayor 
about the interview, Lanning said 
he never intended to take the job 
and only went for the interview so 
the city of Burlington would pay 
for his trip so he could visit family 
members who lived nearby. 

CBS Denver also reported 
Lanning used public money to pay 
for golf at the Colorado Municipal 
League conference,  which 
he defended as a networking 
opportunity.

According to Steamboat Today, 
Lanning was granted a $133,000 
interest-free loan from the city of 
Steamboat Springs in 2006 to find 
housing. He bought a $665,000 
home using the loan. He resigned 
in 2008, triggering a clause in his 
contract that required the loan be 
repaid in six months. 

Lanning has received multiple 
extensions, but as of this week has 
failed to repay any of the loan, 
said Kim Weber, finance director 
for the City of Steamboat Springs. 

After Steamboat Springs, 
Lanning became the city manager 

of Lake City, Minn., in July 
2014. In July 2015, according 
to the Post Bulletin, the Lake 
Ci ty  counci l  unanimously 
approved a separation agreement 
with Lanning. The agreement 
contained a non-disparagement 
clause effectively barring Lanning 
and city officials from talking 
about the separation.

Lanning has appl ied for 
manager jobs in Sitka, Juneau and 
Kodiak in the past several years.

Applicant Neil is currently 
working as an associate city 
planner in Farmington, N.M., and 
has held that job since July. Prior 
to that, Neil was the director of 
operations and associate pastor at 
Pinon Hills Community Church, 
and a history instructor and sports 
coach at Farmington High School.

Applicant Presley owns a 
consulting group and previously 
worked as the city administrator/
city clerk for the City of Baldwin, 
Ga., and as a senior policy analyst 
and lobbyist for the Council for 
Quality Growth in Duluth, Ga.

  Applicant Schwartz has worked 
in the aviation industry since 1986, 
including as executive director of 
the Little Rock National Airport 
from 1994-2007 and as president 
of Strategic Aviation Solutions, 
LLC from 2008-2013.

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church
Invites you to stop for a moment,
  take a breath, and give thanks.

    Christmas Eve
8:30pm Carols and Holy Communion
You can join us for a quiet moment in the Chilkat Center lobby.

Christmas Eve 
Worship Service of 
Lessons and Carols

7 pm on Thursday, 
December 24

The Lord’s Supper will 
be celebrated.

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

Lessons and Carols consist of a 
Scripture Reading followed by 
an appropriate Christmas Carol. 
At the end of the service, we will 
sing Silent Night by candlelight
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Police Blotter

Please join the U.S. Army Garrison Fort Wainwright Department of Public Works (USAG FTW DPW) 
for a Haines Fuel Terminal Restoration Advisory Board meeting. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District Formerly Used Defense Sites Program will also be in attendance to present 
environmental restoration activities for the Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline.  

The meeting will include an update on environmental restoration activities at the former Haines 
Fuel Terminal. Your input is important to USAG FTW DPW, so please plan to attend. The meeting 
is open to the public. Army representatives  and contractors will be available to answer questions.

Please join us at the 
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

The meeting will be held at:
Chilkat Center for the Arts
Theater Drive/Fort Seward

Thursday, December 17
6:00 p.m. 

For more information contact:
Brian Adams

USAG FTW DPW Project Manager
907-361-6623

brian.m.adams18.civ@mail.mil

So let me show you how State Farm can help protect all the 
things that matter most – for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Build a bundle.
Save a bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life for big State Farm® 
discounts.

1203025 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK  99801
Bus: 907-789-3127
malia@juneausf.com

Chamber Survey Results
Holiday Shopping

Chamber members: Check your email inbox for this week’s survey.

Space provided by the CVN.

How important are these qualities when you shop locally? 

Customer Service  
Variety of Choices 
Price  
Support Local Business  
Uniqueness 

22      6 2
13    18 
13    16 1
26      4 1
14    12 4

How will you distribute your holiday shopping budget?

There were 31 responses to the Chamber Connection Survey that 
closed December 2, 2015.

Local Stores
E-Commerce (Amazon.com etc.)
Local Artisans/Custom Orders
Juneau, Whitehorse

  8   9   7 7
14 10   1 1
14   4   2 3
17   2 

I will spend more this year than last
I will spend about the same as last year
I will spend less than I spent last year 

5
18
8

Describe your holiday shopping budget compared to last year.

Very Important   Important  Not Important

0-25%   26-50%   51-75%   76-100%

made an eight-day trek through 
the Sahara with a cameleer and 
guide. The group slept in camel-
hair tents. After the trek, Schnabel 
and Resnick headed to Meknes 
via train and bus and then on to 
Chefchaouen, a town in the Riff 
Mountains. The two also visited 
the Mohamed VI Museum of 
Modern and Contemporary Art in 
Rabat and walked along the coast 
in Essaouira.

 Jessica Edwards and Andy 
Hedden ran the Seattle Half 
Marathon on Nov. 29. They both 
finished in 2:02. Daughter Sophia 
spent the morning of the race 
with grandmother Mary Lynn of 
Tacoma. After the run, the group 
celebrated Sam Edwards’ 28th 
birthday with Helen Edwards 

DULY from page 2

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Piedad Springs Water Treatment 
Plant

Sol ic i t ing sealed bids from 
qualified contractors to perform 
work for the above project. Bid 
deadline: 2pm local time, Wed., 
1/6/16, at Clerk’s Office, Borough 
Admin Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., PO 
Box 1209, Haines, AK 99827. Bids 
may be hand-delivered or mailed. 
Bid documents available at www.
hainesalaska.gov/rfps. Contact 
Clerk for more info: clerk@haines.
ak.us; 907-766-2231 ext. 31 or 36.

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in the 
US. Help prevent it by calling:
Careline 
1-877-266-HELP
or text 
“4HELP” 
to 
839863.

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Closing for a long winter’s nap. 
Look for us in February!

766-2928  

Last day of Service
December 24th

SarahJ’s Shoppe

2nd & Willard across from the Visitors’ Center

Happy     Holidays!

Monday, Dec. 7
 A person repor ted large 
potholes at the bottom of 
Cemetery Hill. State road crews 
were notified. 
   Traffic stops resulted in warnings 
for inoperable headl ights/
taillights, missing front license 
plate, failure to use a turn signal, 
pulling out into oncoming traffic, 
and citations for failure to carry 
proof of insurance. 
Sunday, Dec. 6
 Four traffic stops resulted 
in warnings for speeding and 
failure to stop at a stop sign, 
and a citation for driving without 
a valid license. 
Saturday, Dec. 5
 A caller reported hearing 
gunshots and was advised it was 
the cannon and fireworks from 
the Lighting of the Fort event.
 A caller reported someone 
shooting a gun out of a truck 
window on Young Road. Police 
invest igated and smel led 
firework residue, but were unable 
to locate the vehicle. 
Friday, Dec. 4
 A caller reported finding a 
gas can in the middle of the road 
near 4 Mile Haines Highway. It 
was taken to the airport.
 A woman reported her adult 
son had been missing since 
the previous evening. She was 
concerned for his mental health 
condition. Police investigated 
and found the man, but he was 
unwilling to speak to police and 
left the area. His mother was 
advised.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
stalled on Cemetery Hill. The 
owner was making attempts to 
move the vehicle and contacted 
a tow company.

Thursday, Dec. 3
 A caller reported icy roads 
near the airport. State road 
crews were advised.
 A person reported an item 
she believed to be stolen from 
her was being sold.
 Several callers asked police 
to conduct a welfare check on 
a man regarding a Facebook 
post he made. Police contacted 
the man, who seemed fine and 
refused assistance.
 A man repor ted he was 
assaulted while drinking at the 
apartment of a person on Deishu 
Drive. Police responded to 
interview the caller, who refused 
to speak to police. Police were 
also unable to speak to another 
person involved. A third person 
reported nothing had occurred.
 A woman reported being 
locked out of her house by her 
dog. Police responded to help.
 An out-of-town caller asked 
police to conduct a welfare 
check on someone driving from 
Wasilla. The caller later reported 
making contact with the person.
 A man reported a possible 
weapons violation. An officer 
was advised.
 A caller reported his vehicle 
slid off the road near 5 Mile 
Haines Highway due to icy 
conditions. No injuries were 
reported. Troopers were advised.
 A caller reported a person on 
Deishu Drive yelling incessantly. 
The apartment complex manager 
reported hearing the yelling, 
which appeared to be part of 
a phone conversation. There 
appeared to be no emergency.           
Wednesday, Dec. 2
 A caller reported a tree across 
the road near 7 Mile Lutak Road. 

State road crews were advised.
 Three ca l lers  repor ted 
receiving phone calls stating 
the IRS would be filing a lawsuit. 
Police were advised.
 A caller reported she lost 
her keys and as a result was 
experiencing mail theft and 
burglaries from her residence.
 A person reported two dogs 
were trying to get into a chicken 
coop near 1.5 Mile Haines 
Highway. Police responded and 
Haines Animal Rescue Kennel 
was advised. Police contacted 
the dogs’ owner, who was given 
a warning for failing to keep the 
dogs under control.
 Two traffic stops resulted 
in warnings for speeding in a 
school zone, broken headlight 
and U-turn.
Tuesday, Dec. 1
 A caller asked for help getting 
an intoxicated person removed 
from her residence. An officer 
was advised.
 Police notified a resident 
who was out of town of broken 
pipes and running water at his 
residence.
 Six traffic stops resulted in 
warnings for broken headlights, 
broken taillights, failure to use 
turn signals and crossing the 
double yellow lines.

 OPEN 

8 AM - 5 PM 
Monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

hanging out at the sleepovers is 
one of her favorite parts of being 
a member. The group watches  
movies on Netflix, completes craft 
projects like making dreamcatchers, 
and just talks about how their lives 
are going.

Morgan is also a great mentor, 
Geise said. “She is fun and she’s 
just fun to hang out with. She is silly 
and everybody loves her that way.”

Geise has been a member of 
the Junior ANS for about a year. 
She helps set up for events, brings 
supplies to sleepovers and serves 
food at fundraisers.

“I thought it would be good 
to help other people and it just 
seemed like fun to do,” Geise said 
of joining.

That combination of goals – of 
fostering community service and 
camaraderie – is what Junior ANS 
is all about, said ANS Camp 5 
president Wiley.

“The girls are learning the 
value of  respect  and hard 
work, frequently participating 
in fundraisers and membership 
drives where they dote on elders, 
providing for all their needs,” 
Wiley said. “The girls share their 
good times and bad times, lifting 
each other up in an undeniable 

circle of friendship.”
Wiley attended October ’s 

ANS Grand Camp in Wrangell, 
where Haines was repeatedly 
recognized and praised for its 
junior organization.

“Haines residents should 
be proud of Junior ANS and 
provide as much support and 
encouragement as possible,” 
Wiley said. “In these times of 
uncertainty, these Native and non-
Native young ladies have formed 
an unbreakable bond which will 
carry them forward and can only 
benefit our future community.”

  Morgan said she is trying to 
integrate Junior Alaska Native 
Brotherhood with Junior ANS, so 
there will be more participants at 
field trips and other events.

  “It’s wonderful for us as 
adults and elders to see the junior 
members involved in culture and 
this organization, but it’s also 
really good for them,” Morgan 
said. “It’s good for them to 
get together like this and have 
sleepovers and get to know each 
other and just hang out. I know 
they are young, but they go 
through a lot. It’s a privilege to 
hang out with them and learn from 
them.”

and Lindsey Moore  at the 
home of friends Chris Wright 
and Luther Black. They also 
visited former resident Susannah 
Muench and her husband Eli 
Weiss and children Kyos and 
Tovi, and former resident Debbie 
Zmistowski Fisher, husband 
Eric Fisher, and children Stella 
and Odin. 

JUNIORS from page 1
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Un-Classified Ads
FOR SALE IN HAINES: Full size 

Class A Motorhome with rear 
engine (Cummins Diesel), 
81,520 original miles. In good 
condition. Ready to live in or 
travel. Call 907-303-0130 for 
more information. (47-50b)

FOR SALE:  2007 Toyota Camry, 
low mileage, call 766-3779 
(33cb)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (44-4b)\

FOR SALE:  2009 Toyota Corolla, 
low mileage, call 766-3779. 
(33cb)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD. 
$220 split and $160 in round. 
Call 767-5455. (23cb)

MAINTENANCE ENGINEER: 
N S R A A - H i d d e n  F a l l s 
H a t c h e r y  M a i n t e n a n c e 
Engineer- Experience in one 
or more, plus ability to learn: 
carpentry, plumbing, welding, 
electrical, equipment repair 
and maintenance. Housing 
provided on-site. Salary DOE, 
generous benefits. See nsraa.
org or call Mike (907)738-6971. 
(48,49b)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD: 
Tr e e l e n g t h ,  t r u c k l o a d 
quantit ies. 867-634-2311. 
dimokt imber@gmai l .com. 
www.dimoktimber.com.(33cb)

SOUSAPHONE WANTED: By 
Haines Community Marching 
Band. Help us boom! Call 
(907) 766-2688.  (40cf)

FOR RENT: 1  BEDROOM 
furnished apartment including 
utilities $760 per month, no 
pets, references required.  
766-3779. (33cb)

Help advise the Federal Subsistence Board 
on the management of fish and wildlife 

resources on Federal public lands and other 
subsistence issues in your region.

Application Deadline
January 29, 2016

For an application call  
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3880 
or visit www.doi.gov/subsistence

Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Council

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Chamber Members
Let’s Find our Voice!
Participate in our opinion 

survey in this week’s 
Chamber Connection in your email

TALIA’S TREASURES (now 
located on Main St) open 
Christmas Eve 10am-3pm.  
Several drawings happening at 
2:30; must be present to win. 
(49b)

ATTENTION valued consignees of 
Talia’s Treasures Consignment 
Shop: starting January 1st 2016 
the commission split will change 
to 55% consignee 45% store 
(from 65% consignee 35% 
store). If you have questions 
please inquire with owner Tammy 
Hauser.  Thank you. (49b)

2 BEDROOM Apartment for rent, 
$750/mo + utilities & deposit, 
off Mosquito Lake Rd, 767-
5662. (43cb)

SINGERS of all ages and abilities 
invited to perform dur ing 
finale of Holly Jolly Follies. 
Practices at Chilkat Center 7 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 14 and 1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19. Call 
Sue at 907-314-0099. (49b)

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Holy Communion
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-3041

BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can � nd you.
$15 per square,

per week

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

www.sginc.com

Personal and Commercial Insurance
Individual and Group Health Insurance

Life Insurance
(907) 586-2414 • (907) 789-2446

Shattuck & Grummett
I   N   S   U   R   A   N   C   E

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
We have Bott om Paint

STIHL Chainsaws & outdoor 
equipment

Canal Marine & Auto






 










314-0434
John Hedrick

Printing  • Embroidery   
Logo Design • Custom Vinyl  
Signage • Low Minimums!

Native Owned and Operated Since 2003

“Promoting your Business, 
is our BUSINESS!”

  tlingitink@gmail.com - 907.314.0275

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840Senior/Veteran Discounts
(907) 321-1193

Quality mechanical work at an 
affordable, competitive rate.

Call (907) 314-0053

KINISoN FLOORING LLC
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Professional 
Flooring
Installation

Burfl’s Tractor Works!
 314-3239

• Land clearing 
• Lawn mowing
• Beautification 
• Brush clearing
• Snow removal 
• Great prices!

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Mon-Fri 9-4
Sat 9-1

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

The only one that 
 saves you 

is the 
Life Vest 
you wear.

Call for available options

Surf  Fisheries Supply

Pet of the Week

34       32        0.71 10
34       28         0.35 1.8
31        27        0.2  3
31        17         Trace Trace
31        17        0 0
27       12         0 0
23        12          0 0

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date         High     Low      Rain    Snow Day       Date         High      Low     Rain    Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Dec. 1
Dec. 2
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 7

39  31         0.11 0
40  32        0.02   0
34  32        0 0
29  25        0   0
33  24        0   0
31  27        0     Trace
32        28        0     0.2

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 35.3 deg.

Dec. 1
Dec. 2
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 7

Snow on ground: 33 inchesSnow on ground: Trace 
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SESSIONS from page 1

New Expanded Service 
between Juneau - Haines

Only $105!
� Available Monday - Friday
� Reliable Multi-Engine Aircraft
� We Fly When Others Cannot!
� Daily Connections to Over 12 
   Southeast Communities!
� Freight Service Available

Call to book your fl ight today!
Harris Air Service
907.966.3050
www.HarrisAir.com

Find  Us on Facebook For Special Offers

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

November 28th - December 24th, 2015  Flight Schedule
  Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY 

    7:45 am
    8:30 am
  11:15 am
    2:50 pm

  8:20 am  M-F
  9:50 am
12:20 pm
  3:25 pm

    7:45 am
  10:30 am
    1:30 pm
    2:30 pm

      8:30 am
    11:05 am 
      2:40 pm
      3:05 pm  M-F

    8:45 am
  11:30 am

    8:30 am
  11:15 am

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS
     2:25 pm              2:40 pm

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilots
   Proud to be part of  the 
   Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Friday 11 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sunday 13 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Monday         14           9:45 pm    11:45 pm
Thursday   17 No SGY 5:00 pm
Friday 18 3:00 pm 4:00 pm 
Sunday  20 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Monday 21 4:45 pm 6:45 pm
Tuesday 22 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Thursday   24 No SGY 12:00 pm

Friday 11          11:30 am    12:00 pm
Sunday 13 11:30 am  12:00 pm
Monday         14           3:45 pm      5:15 pm 
Thursday       17           3:00 pm      No SGY 
Friday            18         11:30 am     12:00 pm 
Sunday  20 11:30 am    12:00 pm
Monday 21 10:45 am 12:15 pm
Tuesday         22         11:30 am     12:00 pm 
Thursday       24         10:00 am      No SGY 

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

PO Box 1117 Haines, AK 99827 • 766-6868
chilkatvalley@chilkatvalleycf.org

Time is Running Out!

Donations are needed to meet our 
end of the year dollar for dollar match 

up to $35,000!
Double your donation by giving before 

the end of the year.

  to meet the
    Rasmuson   
    Challenge   

  Grant 
   for the 

 Chilkat Valley

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Salvation Army
Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

and character of any person, 
provided the person may request 
a public discussion.”

 So far in 2015, the assembly or 
its committees went into executive 
session about a dozen times. The 
number of sessions is hard to 
track and there’s no easy way of 
getting a firm number; it involves 
combing through public meeting 
notices, agendas and minutes to 
confirm if an executive session 
occurred.

 The groups met in executive 
sessions for a variety of reasons. 
On Aug.  3 ,  the  personnel 
committee met behind closed 
doors to discuss the $22,000 
study of the Haines Borough 
Police Department. On April 
27, the borough’s public safety 
commission met in executive 
session to have post-interview 
deliberations on the finalists 
for interim police chief. Last 
Friday, the personnel committee 
conducted an exit interview with 
Sosa.

 Aside from the issue of making 
sure everything discussed in 
executive session qualifies under 
the law, there’s also the lack of 
information provided once the 
assembly comes out of the session. 
The assembly and its committees 
have repeatedly come out of 
executive session only to vote on 
a matter without comment, then 
move to the next agenda item.

 Former assembly member 
Norm Smith said he doesn’t 
necessarily feel executive sessions 
were overused during his tenure, 
but said decisions are pretty much 
made behind the closed doors and 
simply formalized in public with 
the vote. 

 “The vote is already decided 
in executive session. It’s already 
set in stone what is going to 
happen,” he said. “Nobody wants 
to disclose why they voted the 
way they voted.”

 “It’s kind of like, ‘Why do we 
want to rehash it again? We’ve 
already made a decision. We’re 
the elected officials and you 
don’t need to know,’” Smith 
added. “Nobody wants to admit 
to anything in the public session. 
If you call them at home, some 
of them will talk to you and some 
will tell you to piss off.”

 Coming out of executive 
session to simply vote and move 
on doesn’t help the public, and 
sends a red flag that more than 
what qualifies for executive 
session is being discussed behind 
closed doors, said David Cuillier, 

a professor at the University of 
Arizona’s School of Journalism.

 Cuillier served as the president 
of the Society of Professional 
Journalists and as the chair of 
the organization’s Freedom of 
Information Committee from 2007 
to 2011. He has won numerous 
awards, and researches citizen 
and press access to government 
information, including public 
attitudes toward freedom of 
information, the state of access, 
and strategies for increasing 
transparency.

 When officials come out of 
an executive session and “rubber 
stamp” something – for example, 
the Alaska Power and Telephone 
rate increase on Nov. 12, 2014 – 
that’s not a good sign, Cuillier said. 

 “That’s a pretty clear signal 
there is stuff going on behind the 
scenes, either via email or down 
at the cafe,” he said. “My guess is 
during that session they are sizing 
each other up and seeing what 
the vote will be or taking a straw 
vote.” 

 Cuillier called open meetings 
acts “the most broken laws in the 
country.”

 One of the difficulties with 
executive sessions, though, is it’s 
hard to determine or prove that 
what is being discussed behind 
closed doors is illegal, he said. 
Elected officials are usually loath 
to blow the whistle on their own 
behavior.

 “We are just relying on their 
honesty. We are relying on our 
elected officials to be honest with 
us,” he said.

 Oregon fixed that by allowing 
members of the news media 
to sit in on executive sessions, 
except for sessions that involve 
labor negotiations, confidential 
medical records or expelling a 
minor student from a school. 
The governing body can specify 
information from the executive 
session not be released. 

 “There is always someone 
watching them. Maybe that is 
something to consider in Alaska,” 
Cuillier said. 

 The laws of most states also 
lack teeth in the form of sanctions 
for violations, he said. 

 What many executive sessions 
boil down to is government 
officials not wanting to discuss 
their opinions in public, Cuillier 
said. 

 “What we are talking about 
is courage. We are talking about 
elected officials who have the 
courage to do their business 

in front of everybody. And 
sometimes it is not easy, and it 
is scary. They don’t want to be 
criticized,” he said. 

 Nobody likes being criticized 
but public officials need to 
have the courage to make their 
decisions in public, he said, “even 
when it is uncomfortable and 
they would rather be able to do it 
behind closed doors.”

 Former mayor Stephanie Scott 
agreed. “Executive session isn’t to 
protect the elected officials from 
scrutiny. That’s not what’s it’s 
for,” she said. 

 Scott said she sees the ramping 
up of executive sessions as “a 
threat to open government,” 
especia l ly  the  increase  in 
committee executive sessions. 
“I just think we have to be very 
watchful and careful. The default 
position in Alaska is that all 
meetings of the government 
should be open to the public. 
To have an executive session 
is a serious departure from that 
fundamental law and public 
right.”

 Scott said she hopes the 
assembly will  conduct the 
a p p l i c a t i o n  r e v i e w s  a n d 
interviews for the interim and 
permanent manager positions 
in public. When the assembly 
went through the process that 
eventually ended in hiring Sosa, it 
publicly scrutinized applications 
and interviewed four finalists via 
Skype at the library.

  “I just don’t see how a review 
of the applications or interviews 
should be in executive session,” 
Scott said.

 Assembly member Margaret 
Friedenauer, a former reporter 
who objected to several executive 
sessions while she was the KHNS 
news director, said she is trying 
to remain vigilant about closed-
door sessions now that she is on 
the assembly. She’s also trying to 
make sure the public gets some 
kind of explanation after the 

assembly comes back into open 
session.

 “I’m trying to make it my 
challenge to encourage us to 
recap as much as we can when 
we come out of executive session 
for the public. I think that is very 
important to do,” she said. 

 At last week’s assembly 
meeting, Friedenauer voted 
against going into executive 
session to discuss resident Jessica 
Plachta’s administrative appeal of 
a heliport permit. The court had 
already dismissed the case, and 
according to an email from Sosa 
to assembly members, the purpose 
of the executive session was to 
discuss whether to try recouping 

legal fees from Plachta.
 Case  moved to  go  in to 

execut ive  sess ion,  s ta t ing 
it qualified because “a public 
discussion may adversely affect 
the finances of the borough.”

 Friedenauer said that rationale 
didn’t apply, because the case 
was already closed. Discussing 
whether to recoup costs also 
wouldn’t adversely affect borough 
finances; on the contrary, it would 
possibly do the opposite, she said.

 The assembly ultimately voted 
3-3 on the executive session, with 
mayor Hill’s tie-breaker vote 
tilting in favor. Friedenauer, Ron 
Jackson and Tresham Gregg were 
opposed.

A Priceless Gift...
This Christmas as we celebrate the season, refl ecting on our many blessings, 
let us not forget those who are less fortunate than us.  Join with Becky’s 

Place Haven of Hope, a “safe house” in Haines, in offering women and children who are 
being abused a safe, secure and non-violent holiday. By donating to Becky’s Place you 
can give the ultimate gift of safety this year! We thank you for your support.  

Together we are making a difference!
Becky’s Place Haven of Hope, PO Box 1506, Haines, AK  99827
(907) 766-2105.  We are a 501c3 Non-profi t Corp. http://www.beckysplacehavenofhope.org 


