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$1.25

State assistance losses
affect 101 residents

By Jenna Kunze
One hundred and one blind or
disabled residents in Haines and
Klukwan stand to lose an average
of $224 each month in state cash
assistance due to an incorrect formula
the state has been using to calculate
the benefits since 1983.
The Adult Public Assistance
Program (APA) is money distributed
monthly by the state’s Department
of Health and Social Services to
disabled residents to help them
remain independent. Amount per
recipient ranges from $1 to $778
per month, according to DHSS
spokesperson Clinton Bennett.
In Haines, 82 people receive a
cumulative $20,944 in funds per
month, according to 2019 department
statistics. In Klukwan, nine people
receive a total of $1,697.
The adjustment will take effect
Jan. 1, though exact amounts
of reductions to individuals are
unknown, and need to be recalculated
on a case-by-case basis, according to
the state press release.
Haines resident Austin Segars,
26, enrolled in the APA program

about a year and a half ago. Segars
has been on disability since 2014,
after having brain surgery to stop
seizures. He received $362 a month
in APA money, which helps him with
medical-related travel costs.
“I have to pay to travel to Juneau
to see my doctor every few months,”
Segars said. “It helps cover a lot of
necessary stuff. I have to pay for the
travel and the hotel and prescriptions
that weren’t covered by Medicaid
insurance.”
On Dec. 2, Segars received a letter
from the state notifying him that his
payment will decrease by $100 each
month beginning in January based
on the new formula, and the state’s
misunderstanding that his state social
security benefits increased.
Social security benefits are paid to
low-income Alaskans who are unable
to work for at least one year due to
an injury. Segars’ $640 monthly
payment was nearly halved about
two months ago when a one-time
spike in his wife’s monthly income

By Jenna Kunze
Beginning Jan. 1, an ordinance
banning the distribution of plastic
shopping bags will take effect in the
Haines Borough, though some store
owners say they still have questions.
“I have so many (plastic) to-go
bags that I’ve used before, can we use
ones that have already been used?”
Bamboo Room and Pioneer Bar
owner Christy Tengs Fowler asked.
“If I have a case of bags on hand,
what do I do with those?”
The ordinance, adopted by the
borough assembly in April, bans
“single-use, non-compostable plastic
shopping bags for the purpose of
carrying away goods from the point
of sale,” with the exception of plastic
bags used by customers to package
bulk items.
Talia’s Treasure owner Tammy
Hauser said that she, too, had a bag
of re-used plastic bags she cycles
back to customers at the point of sale.
“When I get them, they’ve already
been used once or twice,” she said.
“I feel that’s still helping.”
Borough manager Debra Schnabel
said that, to clarify, business owners
must go back to the intention of the
ordinance “which is to not introduce
any additional inventory of plastic
bags to circulate in the community.”
“So that if a commercial business
in Haines is, in fact, recycling bags

that they acquired not through
purchase, but through someone
else’s recycling, then that can be
used,” she said. “The prohibition is
against the purchase of new plastic
bags for introduction and circulation
in the community, the idea being that
over time the plastic bags that are
in circulation will disintegrate or be
destroyed.”
In substitution for new plastic bags,
Haines business owners can look to
the nine other Alaskan communities
that have implemented a plastic bag
ban.
Misfit Consignment owner Tamara
Moffitt in Palmer said her customers
donate paper bags along with their
consigned clothes, which she reuses
for sales. “I have not had to buy any
paper bags since it went into effect in
the beginning of the year,” she said.
Cordova Gear manager Natasha
Casciano said her store’s solution
has been to offer reusable bags for
purchase at $4 apiece, or for free if a
customer spends more than $200 in
a single visit. “Overall, because we
offer an option that’s a good value,
people aren’t upset about it,” she said.
Alaska Commercial Co. grocery
store manager Robbe Gilmour said
his store in Cordova has purchased
re-usable plastic bags of higher-grade

See ASSIST page 3

Plastic bag ban begins
January 1

See BAG page 5

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Top, left to right: Mackenzy Wright, Natalee Grant and Meg Davis do back
bends during the K-4 Christmas Concert Wednesday, Dec. 11. Bottom: All the students sang on Chilkat
Center stage for the concert’s finale. Kyle Clayton photos.

Residents felt the heat in 2019

By Kyle Clayton
Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s deep budget
cut proposals and the ensuing battle
for ferries, education, community
assistance, public radio and a slew of
other services dominated headlines
this year.
The town celebrated the Haines
Glacier Bears cross country team
after it won the state championship
in October.
The debate over borough-wide
policing persisted another year. The
year started with the borough attorney
writing the Alaska State Troopers that
the assembly declined to continually
violate its own charter by regularly
providing law enforcement services
outside the townsite. It ended with an
assembly member’s resignation after
the assembly voted 4-2 to reinterpret

charter by including police response
in the definition of emergency
services.
Sales taxes continued to rise as
online retailers such as Amazon
began remitting sales tax to the
borough early in the year.
Constantine Metal Resources
advanced exploration at the Palmer
Project by applying for a state permit
that would allow them to dig a tunnel
and operate year round. After local
conservation groups and concerned
residents cried foul on the permit
that was approved by the Alaska
Department of Environmental
Conservation, the state remanded
Constantine’s permit. DEC is
awaiting the results of a tracer dye
study to determine if the project’s
wastewater path will require a more

stringent permit.
Three new borough assembly
members were seated in October,
and a fourth seat became vacant
after Sean Maidy’s resignation over
the policing issue. The assembly this
year also approved a plastic bag ban
ordinance, and let die an ordinance
that would ban the aqueous storage
of hazardous materials,
Extreme weather highlighted the
effects of climate change in Alaska.
King salmon returns eked past
the lower escapement goal for the
Chilkat River after failing to meet
the goal for six years.
In the news of the weird, a lost
duck was found wandering Main
Street before being adopted, a beaver

See IN REVIEW page 6

Verhamme ranked first going into state
By Kyle Clayton
Junior Wesley Verhamme took first
at the regional wrestling tournament
in Craig last weekend.
Verhamme, who’s ranked number
one for small schools, will compete
in the state championship Dec. 2021 at the Alaska Airlines Center in
Anchorage.
“I have five more matches to go,
five more matches in the season,”
Verhamme said of his goal to win the
state championship. “My goal will
be met when I’m in that final circle
getting my hand raised.”
Coach Ben Bard said they’ve
been preparing all season for this
weekend’s tournament.
“This week is all about perfecting
and honing the things we’ve worked
on all season,” Bard said. “We have to
be safe this week and focus on getting

there and getting the job done.”
Verhamme’s record is 24-5 this
season, including the two wins at
the regional tournament.
Verhamme pinned a Wrangell
wrestler in the second round during
his first match in Craig. “In the first
round I noticed he got gassed,”
Verhamme said. “I still felt great so
I knew the second round was when
I was going to attack.”
He then faced Sitka’s Maximum
Johnson, a wrestler he’s defeated
several times this season, and one he’s
sure to wrestle this weekend at state.
Verhamme beat him 6-1, although he
said his nerves got the better of him
before the match.
“I had a lot of time to think. I think
I overthought,” Verhamme said of
days leading up to the tournament’s
final match. “I got too excited too

soon. By the time my finals match
came up I felt kind of tired and gassed
out before I even wrestled.”
Freshman Luke Davis also
competed in the regional tournament,
but had to wrestle in a weight class
he was unaccustomed to. Because of
a skin infection and an injury, Davis
didn’t compete enough this season to
wrestle in his weight class.
“He had some really good
competition this weekend and,
honestly, I think it’s the best he’s
wrestled the whole year,” Bard said.
“His record this weekend doesn’t
reflect that because he went 0-2 but
he wrestled the number one seed for
our region and he took it to him.”
Bard said Davis is very committed
and has high hopes for the young
wrestler as he progresses.

Glacier Bears basketball starts this week

FIREWORKS: Thomas Hunter and Piper Carlson enjoy the fireworks
display Saturday evening after the Holiday Parade. Kyle Clayton photo.

By CVN Sports Columnist Liam
Cassidy
Good news, sports fans, the Haines
Glacier Bears high school basketball
season has tipped off. Coach AnnMarie Fossman is deep in preparation
mode. “I’m washing all the shorts to
make them white again and we’re
heading to Whitehorse on Thursday
(December 12).” The girls and boys
varsity teams and the middle school
boys team were headed off for a
series of pre-season games against
Whitehorse teams. The middle
school girls recently returned from
a similar barnstorming trip to the
Yukon.
High school basketball practices
in Alaska officially began on Dec.
4, the day coaches were allowed
to begin meeting with their teams.
However “D League,” an opportunity

for players to get together and play
ball in an open gym format, has
been going on since October. “We
played a lot more D League this
year,” said Carson Crager, one of the
core players on the boys team. “Five
on five, five days a week.” Haines
alumni and city league ballplayers
have been showing up at the gym to
scrimmage with the varsity squads.
Former Glacier Bears standout and
current teacher, Fran Daly, recently
emerged from the gym, sweating and
smiling after running the floor with
the girls team. “They’re working
hard!” she announced.
Junior Hailey Boron is one of
those hard-working Glacier Bears.
She is also the only member of
the team with two years of varsity
experience. “Practice is going great,”
she said. “We have a really energetic

team and a completely new team.”
Joining Boron on the team are three
tenth graders and six ninth graders.
Coach Greg Brittenham joked about
the youthfulness of his team. “The
cumulative age of all the players
on the team adds up to about the
cumulative age of Luanne (his wife
and assistant coach) and me.” He
tells his players, “You’ve got kind
of a clean slate. You’ll make it what
it is. You’ll decide what the culture
of this team is going to be.”
Both teams feature a youth
movement. Of the 23 student athletes
playing basketball for Haines High
School this year, 10 are freshman.
There is only one senior, Kirby
Faverty. Faverty turned some
heads last year with his breakout

See SPORTS page 5
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Save the Date

This berm brought to you by AK DOT

Recently AK Dept. of Transportation plowed the road in front
of my home and left a giant berm at the foot of my driveway. The
berm is too massive and too frozen for me to shovel out. The result
is that it is difficult and almost impossible for me to get in and out
of my home. I called DOT twice and finally received a call back;
apparently DOT doesn’t have the equipment to prevent berms and it
is their policy that they can create problems that taxpayers have to
resolve. This is our government working for us.
Melissa Aronson

Holly Jolly Christmas follies a success
The Holly Jolly Follies was Fabulous. I feel proud. We did it.
We all did it. Each and every participant made this year’s Follies
great. Thank you to all of the performers and crew, especially our
stage manager, Cherri Price. Thank you to “A Christmas Carol”
director, Roger Gentry, to our videographer, Matt Davis. Thanks to
KHNS and CVN for getting the word out, and many thanks to Patty
Campbell at Radio Shack for her beautiful posters and programs.
Thank you to our audience. We hope you enjoyed the show.
Lorrie Dudzik
Lynn Canal Community Players

All enjoyed the winter celebration

Haines, I’d like to give out some holiday high fives and festive fist
bumps – what a winter celebration we enjoyed Saturday night! Thanks
to Southeast Roadbuilders, Miles Furniture, Lutak Lumber, Alaska
Marine Lines, Alaska Arts Confluence, Lynn Canal Corporation,
Aspen Suites, Mountain Market, Constantine, Haines Real Estate,
and every community member who dropped cash into the donation
cans around town last summer, we lit up the winter night sky with
a fabulous fireworks show! Thank you, Phil Wilde and crew, for
conducting such a fantastic fireworks display. Thank you, everyone,
who participated in the holiday parade – it just gets better every
year! And The Uglys – thank you for warming our bodies and our
hearts with your Gifts for Grub after the parade and fireworks show.
Happy Holidays, Haines!
Tracey Harmon
E.D., Haines Chamber of Commerce

Gifts to local radio show appreciation

The staff and board members of KHNS wish to express our immense
gratitude to the many community members and local businesses who
stepped up to support the 2019 KHNS News Drive. On behalf of all
of us, thank you! It was the most successful News Drive yet, and we
couldn’t have done it without your help. (One anonymous donor even
donated their entire permanent fund dividend check… wow!) The
overwhelming generosity of the Upper Lynn Canal makes us proud
to be community radio station KHNS, and helps soothe the pain of
losing almost a quarter of our normal operating budget this year due
to state budget cuts. Thank you for warming our hearts this holiday
season and for keeping the radio “waves” flowing! We are honored
to serve the Upper Lynn Canal with news, music, and community
information 24/7, 365 days a year.
Janine Allen
KHNS Interim General Manager

December 19, 2019

To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office,
email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Saturday, December 21

Christmas turkey shoot, 9:00 a.m. at the Trap
Range in the Haines Sportsman’s shooting range.
Tickets are $7.00 per round.
Messiah Community Sing-Along, 3:00 – 5:00
p.m. at the Chilkat Center Lobby.
Alaska Miners Association Christmas Party,
6:00 p.m. at the Lapham House on Allen Road.
Family-friendly fun & games, ugly sweater contest,
and prizes! Everyone welcome, hors d’oeuvres provided!

Tuesday, December 24

Christmas Eve.
Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature
walks geared toward young children at Mosquito
Lake School Community Center. Library books can
be checked out as well. 766-6422.
Christmas Eve Services, 5:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church, 7:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, and 8:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church.

Wednesday, December 25
Christmas Day.

Thursday, December 26

Tuesday, December 31

New Year’s Eve.
Christmas Eve Services, 5:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church, 6:30 p.m. at the New Hope Fellowship Church, 7:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church.

Wednesday, January 1
New Year’s Day.

Friday, January 3

First Friday events.

Tuesday, January 7

GAS committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Wednesday, January 8

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game AC committee meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Thursday, January 9

Planning commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the
assembly chambers.

Tuesday, January 14

Finance committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly
chambers.

Thursday, January 16

Haines Alumni Trivia night, 7:00 p.m. at the
Pioneer bar. Please arrive at 6:30.

Tourism advisory board, 11:00 a.m. at the assembly chambers.

Assembly approves harbor fee increase
By Jenna Kunze
Harbor fees and port tariffs will be
increasing, beginning Jan. 1.
On Tuesday, the borough assembly
unanimously adopted an ordinance
increasing several port tariffs and
harbor fees, most significantly at the
Port Chilkoot Dock and in transient
moorage.
The Port Chilkoot Lightering
Float, which is used exclusively by
tour companies and cruise ships,
has two rates: a passenger transfer
fee for anchored ships that lighter
passengers ashore, and a per-docking
fee for companies such as the
Haines-Skagway Fast Ferry, Alaska

Fjordlines and Alaska Excursions.
The $250 fee to cruise ships that
bring passengers to and from their
anchored vessels to the dock will
increase to $500, doubling expected
borough revenues to $16,500, based
on 2018 figures.
The per-docking fee is set to
change from a flat $25.53 vessel
rate to a per-passenger rate of $0.50
per arrival and departure, adding an
estimated $29,000.
The Port Chilkoot water rate will
increase from $50 to $75 to hook up
to the Haines Borough water supply,
plus the additional cost of water at
$4.50 per 1,000 gallons.

Annual moorage at the Small
Boat Harbor will increase by $1
per linear foot per year through
2022. Boats moored for longer than
three hours will pay an increased
transient moorage daily rate of
$0.65 per linear foot, or a monthly
rate of $6.50 per foot. Total revenue
from annual moorage is estimated
to be $108,000, while revenue from
transient moorage is estimated to be
$79,000, based on last year’s vessel
traffic.
Annual moorage at Letnikof Cove
will increase based on a per-foot

See HARBOR page 5

Thanks for support of Redneck Robo hobos

Another FIRST Lego League season of the Redneck Robo Hobos
has wrapped up! We appreciate the community support. First,
thanks to ten dedicated creative students who participated for our
four-month season, taking on all three dimensions: Core Values,
Innovation Project, Robot Design and Programming, and preparing
for the Robot Game held on Saturday, December 14. We appreciate
music teacher, Jennifer Johnson, sharing her space with us for afterschool and Saturday practices; Andrea Ferrin and the American
Legion for selling raffle tickets and donating to our fund for travel,
registration, mat and missions, and robot and project supplies; the
Cheney family for donating the camera for a local door prize; and
people who bought tickets. We appreciate parents and grandparents
who helped us throughout the season and with set-up for our virtual
participation in the Juneau Robot Jamboree using the Zoom meeting
platform. Skagway friends raised our skills and enthusiasm, including
Greg Clem, who taught two days of robot camp here in the summer,
and Mary Thole and the Krosswalk Kangaroos who shared tips and
spirit. Good luck at State Championship! Thanks to Rebecca Soza
of the Juneau Economic Development Council for offering webinars
and communication to help us be successful. We appreciate people
who participated in the investigation that led to recommendations
for the elementary drop-off zone, our innovation project. Lastly, we
need more coaches! To meet the increasing interest from students in
the community we need people willing to learn more and step into
leadership for this worthwhile STEM program.
Patty Brown

Have tip for Duly Noted? Send ideas to:
chilkatnews@gmail.com

Duly Noted

By Lexie DeWitt
The Haines Volunteer Fire Department had their annual Christmas party at the Haines School
on Monday. The celebration included recognizing Tim Holmes’
completion of his degree in Science in Paramedicine through the
University of Alaska Anchorage.
“I had to go to Texas for two and
a half months to complete my 480
hours of internship, because Alaska
doesn’t have the option to complete
my course,” said Tim. Fire Chief
Al Giddings recently completed
his Firefighter 1 in Juneau. The two
celebrated with cakes handmade by
Corrie Stickler.
Holly Davis’s preschool gymnastics class opened at the annual
Holly Jolly Follies last Sunday.
Preschoolers aged 2 to 5 years
performed gymnastics stunts and
tumbling to the tune Let It Snow.
Performers included Bella Long,
Hazel Shweinefus, Alexia Arnold, Onyx Marquardt, Eden
Del Prete, Lillee Mae Grant,
Annabelle Beckish and Loralai
DeWitt. The class was dressed as
polar bears and the show started
with them coming out of an igloo
which was painted by Kelleen Adams. Big helpers on the stage were
Natalie Grant, Makayla Henry
and Meg Davis who helped ensure
the girls hit their mark. “They really did a great job,” Davis said after the show.
The second annual Deck the
Dock was judged last Sunday by
Dacotah Smith and her partner
Travis Russell. The F/V Inseine
who is captained by Jake Bell and

Macky Cassidy took the top prize
which included $250 cash along
with over $200 in donations from
local businesses. Brent and Jess
Crowe on the tender Pavlov took
second place and in third place was
the F/V Chilkat owned by Norm
Hughes but decorated by John
Hagen who was watching his boat
while Hughes was on vacation.
“We really liked the fish and the
Santa who looked like it was driving the boat on the F/V Inseine,”
said Smith. All are encouraged to
drive by or walk the dock to check
out the festive lights.
The Annual Chamber of Commerce Holiday Parade was well
attended last weekend. “It was a
very popular and festive event and
our participants in the parade did a
great job,” said Chamber Director
Tracey Harmon. Onlookers were
treated to Santa and his elves on
a fire truck. The chamber’s float
promoted Hot Havana Nights coming in February for the chamber
banquet. The parade ended with
the traditional snow dragon blowing smoke and winding its way
down main street. “We also had
a fireworks display that was supposed to be for the Fourth of July.
We couldn’t have it this Summer
because of the burn ban and it was
almost a 20-minute show. We are
grateful to Phillip Wilde and his
crew that put on the spectacle. My
goal is to have fireworks twice a
year now, one after the parade and
one for the fourth,” Harmon said.
The community education class
hosted an Indian Culinary Cuisine
Class with chef Travis Kukull.

About 15 people showed up to
learn and help make a variety of
dishes. Kukell divided the teams
into two separate groups. One
group made curry Laksa paste and
the other Malawai and Blackened
curry powder. The curry concoctions were then used to make Chili
Crab Curry and other dishes, including one with homemade ramen
noodles.
Families were treated to a wonderful K-4 Holiday Concert at the
Chilkat Center. Elementary music
teacher Jennifer Johnson put on
an entertaining show for all ages.
Counselor Kristen Brumfield
was the master of ceremonies as
she took on the role of Mrs. Claus.
Holly Davis’s elementary gymnastics class performed a stunts and
tumbling routine and displayed
their musical talents with a ukulele
ensemble in front of the grade four
class.
On Saturday Dec. 14, the Red-

neck Robo Hobos of Haines competed virtually in the FIRST Lego
League Juneau Robot Jamboree
with the theme “City Shaper,” related to architecture and city planning. They placed fifth in the Robot Game. Veteran Robo Hobos
Nate White, Garrison Del Prete,
Maddox Rogers, Brody Ferrin,
Jacob Long, Madi Hart (formerly
on a Gustavus team), and rookies
Rowan Huff, Caedmon Del Prete,
Winter Cheney, and Corbin
Wright made up this year’s team.
They practiced three times a week
for the past few months to assemble the Lego mission models for
this year’s game. They used Mindstorms coding blocks to create
programs to carry out the missions
autonomously with a controller to
create a project presentation. Their
project focused on their concern
for the disorganization and hazards
posed by the current traffic flow
at the elementary school drop-off

Broken insulator causes
Wednesday power outage
A broken insulator on Young
Road caused Wednesday morning’s
power outage.
Some residents remained without
power, and had to wait until the
repairs were made before power
was restored, AP&T operations
manager Lance Caldwell said.
“Customers are all on separate
circuits throughout town,”
Caldwell said. “The customers that

are on feeders without the broken
insulator were able to get power
restored right away.”
Caldwell said while various
factors such as wind and bad
weather or vehicles or trees
bumping a pole could have caused
the damage, it’s unknown why the
insulator broke.
“There were no apparent causes,”
Caldwell said.

zone. As part of the development of
their solution, they interviewed users, exchanged ideas with residents
and school staff, and spoke with
one of the architects who designed
the driveway. Patty Brown coached
the team.
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Residents, groups criticize
Constantine outreach
By Kyle Clayton
Around 33 fishermen, residents,
tourism business owners and local
state and national environmental
organizations issued a statement
refusing to be interviewed by
a consulting company hired by
Constantine Metal Resources, saying
the process is a public relations
effort “rigged in favor of mine
development.”
Constantine hired environmental
consulting company Hemmera to
gauge residents’ questions, concerns
and thoughts about mining at the
Palmer Project 40 miles north of
Haines.
Two Hemmera consultants were
in town the first week of December
conducting interviews. In its letter
inviting feedback from residents,
the company said its plan was to
advance discussion “in order to better
understand the project and how to
maximize the benefits of the project
and mitigate the negative impacts.”
Critics of the consulting process
say it assumes a mine is inevitable.
“I don’t agree that the mine’s

a foregone conclusion and we all
have to accept it and mitigate the
impacts,” resident and tour operator
Joe Ordonez said. “I’m concerned
about the messaging that’s coming
out of this whole process, especially
the messaging being controlled by
Constantine.”
Great Bear Foundation executive
director Shannon Donahue said
Constantine is using Hemmera to
conduct what the mining industry
calls “social license to operate,”
building community support for a
development project.
“It’s not about legitimately finding
out ‘Do the people of the Chilkat
Valley want a mine?’ It’s about
giving us the illusion we have a
choice,” Donahue said. “Basically,
they’re mining our community for
information they can use to build
a mine.”
JR Churchill, of Haines
Fishermen’s Alliance, Jessica Plachta
of Lynn Canal Conservation, and
Gershon Cohen of Alaska Clean

See MINE page 8

Planning commission
story can go here
Mathias Avenue is the road in most
need of reconstruction according to
a new road reconstruction priority
calculator unanimously approved
by the Haines Borough Planning
Commission last week.
The calculator scores roads based
on six factors: code compliance, traffic
volume, risk factor, topography,
condition and planned work. Each
factor is weighted, and the final
sum determines its reconstruction
priority.
Mathias Avenue scored a 78.
“It scored the highest because
it is far out of compliance...The
topography is quite steep, the
condition is quite poor, and we do
have planned work so it came out
as the highest rated of all of them,”
public facilities director Ed Coffland
told the planning commission during
their Dec. 12 meeting.
Coffland, along with borough

planner Tim O’Melia, commissioner
Don Turner and Will Hickman
created the calculator.
“I’d like to thank everyone
involved with that, that is a huge
tool I’m looking forward to using,”
commissioner Diana Lapham said.
“Thanks for quantifying this,
taking the subjectivity out of
it,” planning commissioner Rob
Goldberg said.
Of the 90 roads listed, those in
highest need of reconstruction behind
Mathias Avenue include Tower Road
(64), Young Road (61) and Totem
Street (60.)
The lowest priority roads according
to the score system are Otter Street
(18), Rivers Street (22), Spruce
Grove Road (22) and Major Road
(23.)

Christal Verhamme watches her daughter Alarice Arnold wave a sparkler after the Holiday Parade on
Dec. 14. Verhamme’s other daughter Alexia Arnold stands behind them with a sparkler of her own. Kyle
Clayton photo.

Haines custodian nationally recognized
By Jenna Kunze
Haines custodian Natasha
Fitzpatrick is unfazed by most
things—even middle school boys’
bathrooms, which she regards as
one of the less pleasant parts of her
daily cleaning routine at the Haines
Borough School.
“A lot of ‘em just don’t flush,”
Fitzpatrick said as she breezed
through her initial appraisal of the
work day—what she calls “assessing
the damage”— sweeping through
the elementary wing of the Haines
School with a wheeling garbage
can. “I pick up papers off the floor,
push chairs in, push clothing aside
so people don’t trip on it.”
Earlier this month, Fitzpatrick
was named among the first quarterfinalists in a nationwide contest
recognizing school custodians.
“I’ve never won anything, never
been recognized for cleaning of
all things,” Fitzpatrick said. “But
when the kids surprised me—oh my
goodness, I was so overwhelmed.
That was super touching.”
To notify her of the prize, the
whole school gathered in the hallway
to congratulate Fitzpatrick, who
thought she was on her way to clean
up a big mess in the girls’ bathroom.
District administrative assistant

Ashley Sage nominated Fitzpatrick
for “(coming) in early, (staying) late,
and (doing) the job that nobody else
wants to do.”
Sage added that Fitzpatrick keeps
her eyes open for environmental
and kid-friendly products, treats
students like her own children, and
even once volunteered to chaperone
the track team’s state competition
in Anchorage when the group was
shorthanded.
Since 2008, Fitzpatrick has worked
as the K-8 custodian disinfecting
surfaces, flushing toilets, vacuuming,
sweeping and mopping up messes,
but she’s currently filling the vacant
custodial position in the high school,
as well.
Though Fitzpatrick is currently the
lone janitor, she’s not always doing
her job solo. Middle school science
teacher Jordan Baumgartner began
coordinating with his eighth-grade
class to help lessen Fitzpatrick’s
workload a few times a week.
“The eighth-graders saw how
much she has to do everyday, and they
wanted to help out,” Baumgartner
said. “They all assigned themselves
a different chore. Like four people
will vacuum, two are in charge of
the library.”
“I think it’s important to help her

because she’s done and is doing so
much for us,” said Sophia Sutcliffe
Diaz. “Natasha is so much more than
just the school custodian. I speak for
all of Haines school when I say that
we are very grateful to have her as
our school custodian and our friend.”
The key to Fitzpatrick’s success is
locked away in the custodial closet
in the elementary school hallway, a
small room that’s covered wall-toceiling in notes, drawings and photos
gifted to Fitzpatrick from students
over the years.
“My most favorite part of my day
is going in there and just thinking
‘oh’,” Fitzpatrick said. “This is what
the kids do for me, and I’ve kept
every little thing. I think a lot of all
the children here. I’ve got a lot of
respect for them, which I’ve gotten
in return.”
The “Custodians Are Key” contest
was launched in September by
Tennant, a company that makes
cleaning products. Fitzpatrick was
awarded a $500 gift card—which
she said will go towards purchasing
a new vehicle— and will be placed
in the running for a $15,000 prize
package among 11 other finalists
in May. The grand prize winner
will receive $5,000 personally, and
$10,000 for their school.

to low-income households.
Gov. Mike Dunleavy originally
proposed reductions to the program
in February, but fully restored
the fund after federal Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
notified the state department that
it had been incorrectly calculating
the benefits for nearly four decades.
“It became clear that the
recalculation was going to reduce
the payment levels to an unacceptable
amount due to the compounding
program changes that hit individuals
in the APA program,” Bennett said.
The Division of Public Assistance,
a branch within the Department of
Health and Social Services, reported
sending out individual notice letters
to recipients two weeks ago about

their specific payment adjustments.
“If any cases are not able to
be worked prior to January 1, a
supplemental benefit will be issued to
individuals in January” Bennett said.
“If there is a reduction in benefits,
the exact amount is not known and
will need to be recalculated on a
case-by-case basis.”
A total of 19,461 individuals
statewide are enrolled in this
program, according to 2019 statistics.
Dunleavy proposed cutting adult
public assistance by 24 percent in
February. The legislature restored the
$14.7 million. Dunleavy then vetoed
$7.5 million, cutting the program by
about half, according to Anchorage
Daily News reporting.

ASSIST from page 1

Natalee Grant performs with the polar bears during Sunday’s Holly
Jolly Follies variety show. Kyle Clayton photo.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
From the
‘HOME’ Team
Dave, Pam,
Leslie & Renee

made him no longer eligible for the
program.
“My wife got paid three times in
one month instead of twice, so they
dropped my (benefits) from $650
down to $350 at the same time they
dropped APA,” he said. “That’s why
I don’t understand why they are
dropping APA, too.”
Segars said he plans to request
an adjustment, but it usually takes a
while to receive a response.
Bennett told the CVN there is
no guarantee that all recipients
will receive less funding, and
that it’s possible another pool of
federal money the state disseminates
will increase, such as the Alaska
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program that provides food benefits

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church
Chilkat Center Lobby

Christmas Eve
8:30pm Carols and Holy Communion
Christmas Day
10:30am Holy Communion

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S 766-3510 www.hainesrealestate.com

“Your Haines Plumbing &
Heating Headquarters”
Haines, Alaska 766-2086
Call to make an appointment

• Drain Cleaning
• Boiler Work
• New Construction / Remodel
• Radiant Heating Design and
Installation
• Parts sales / Installation
Procedures
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation
Licensed, Bonded &
Insured Mechanical
Contractor

New Hope Fellowship

Join Us for a Christmas
Eve Service, Tuesday
December 24th at 6:30 pm
Come worship with us - every Sunday 10 am

Location: 1/4 mile Mosquito Lake road.

December/January
Winter Hours
Tasting Room
Wed-Sat, 4-8 pm

Shop local,
support friends and neighbors!

Cocktails, bottled spirits
& merchandise for sale
14 Blacksmith St.
in historic Ft. Seward
portchilkootdistillery.com
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Presenting The 2019-20

Glacier Bear Wrestling Team!

Left to Right: Luke Davis, Uriel Bravo, Gaelen Allen, Wesley Verhamme, Coach Ben Bard

Congratulations on a Great season
& Good Luck at State!

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears
AK Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet/Howsers
IGA
Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal
Resources
Haines Brewing Company
Haines Home Building
Haines Quick Shop/
Mike’s Bikes & Boards/
Outfitter Liquor/
Outfitter Sporting Goods

Haines Real Estate
Harbor Bar
Lighthouse Restaurant
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm
Agent
Miles Furniture
Mountain Market & Cafe/
Ripinsky Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &
Alaska Sport Shop
Sarah J’s coffee & eatery
Southeast Road Builders Inc.
Stanford Mansonry and
Carpentry
Turner Construction

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters, we have several boosters in 2020.
Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com today!
HAINES BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARINGS
January 9th, 2020

6:30 p.m. in Assembly
Chambers (213 Haines Hwy)

•
•

Mathias Ave Extension

Variance Application
#19-94 Miki Atkins
(C-TNS-11-0100)

Remote Recreational
Near Point Couverden
800 ft shoreline
7 plus acres
2400 sq ft
partially finished home
MLS: 19470
Mike Race
Coldwell Banker
Race Realty
racerealty.com, search in Haines

Public Comments may be sent
in writing to: Haines Borough,
Planning Commission, Box
1209, Haines, AK. 99827
or to Tim O’Melia tomelia@
haines.ak.us or by attending
the meeting.
General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction
Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
Free estimates on
all your earthwork

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

Subscribe to the CVN ~ Support journalism in Haines!
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Hunters concerned about
parks regs in preserve

BAG from page 1

plastic that are marketed for use up to 99 times. “We give customers paper and charge 20 cents for a plastic
one,” he said. “We wanted to charge enough to make people care and get in the habit of bringing bags.” The
store donates half the proceeds from plastic bag purchases back to a local conservation organization, he said.
Alba’s coffee shop in Bethel, Alaska only distributes paper bags, as does Kodiak Hana Restaurant, employees
at both places told the CVN.
The Safeway in Kodiak charges 25 cents for a plastic bag, but distributes paper for free, manager Delisa
Michener said.
Sarah Swinton, Olerud’s owner, said the store plans to transition by introducing reusable shopping bags for
purchase for $2.99 or $3.99, size depending. They will also continue to offer paper bags.
“A lot of people are bringing their own bags in,” Swinton said. “I will probably have some plastic left over.
I might sell it by the case before January 1.”
Chilkat Bakery will turn to paper, owner Miki Atkins said. She said she will reuse paper bags-- and buy
more if needed-- but expects it might be difficult to transport hot to-go food in a paper bag without handles.
Other local business owners said they hadn’t had time to think about the transition yet, but many noted that
customers are diligent about bringing in their own bags.
“Many people chose the no-bag option,” Rhonda Hinson of Alaska Rod’s said.
Magpie Gallery owner Laura Rogers has always offered customers a choice of a compostable plastic bag
or paper, though she said most customers prefer paper or their own bag.
A case of 500 biodegradable plastic bags costs $34.99 on Amazon, compared to 1,000 single-use plastic
bags for $24.99.

•

By Kyle Clayton
The Chilkat Bald Eagle Advisory
Council voted 4-3 to move the 25
Mile Chilkat Valley Wilderness
Memorial from the Chilkat Bald
Eagle Preserve into the Alaska
Department of Transportation right
of way after members learned that
the structure would restrict hunting
in the area.
Alaska State Parks cited the
grandfather of a child who shot his
rifle near a parking lot at 20.5 Mile.
The citation shined a light on an

Happy Holidays •

Winter Vegetable Local Seafood Cioppino
Ingredients:
2 rutabaga medium
diced
2 turnip medium diced
1 ½ quarts water or fish
stock (Clam juice)
1 quart red or white wine
(Bota box)
Pinch of saffron
(optional)
3 pounds mixed local
seafood (I used Jimmy’s
Dungeness crab, halibut
and cod. Some stripe
prawns from Haines
Packing would also be
very nice in this stew)
Salt and spice to taste

it out there early to get feedback
and start the discussion,” he said.
“There were no other ideas or
alternative suggestions (or formal
recommendations) brought forward.
I don’t think that it is an exceptional
amount of money per passenger
coming through.”
Compared to other communities,
Bell said the increased fees are “not
out of line.”
“It’s difficult to really compare
apples to apples with other
communities, because there’s a
combination of either they’re not
owned by a municipality (or)
they provide different services
and therefore charge in a different
manner,” he told the assembly.
“The easiest comparison would be
Skagway. They charge 97 cents per
passenger per direction, so close to
$2 per trip.”
Other communities have a head
tax on all cruise ship passengers,
Bell said; Juneau charges $5 per
passenger, and Ketchikan charges
$7 (per passenger).
Assembly member Gabe Thomas
said Bell is being proactive in
anticipation for next year, when the
loss of most of Holland America’s
port calls to Haines are expected to
cut cruise ship passengers by 42,967
people, down 44 percent from 2019,
according to a Haines Economic
Development Corporation analysis.
“We are seeing the ships leaving
but by being proactive with these
fees, he’s kind of covering for next
year,” Thomas said.

junior season. He has spent the last
two summers with family in the
Philippines. “I played basketball a
lot in the Philippines. There was a
high level of competition.” “Kirby’s
got a lot of skills,” coach Steve
Fossman said. He spoke about his
team’s assets. “The guys’ retention
is great. We are able to pick up right
where we left off last year. We’ve
got a core of guys with a lot of game
experience and they’ve developed
good instincts.”
By press time, the Glacier Bears
will have returned from their
preseason games in Whitehorse and
will be preparing to open their regular
season with home games against
perennial powerhouse Metlakatla on
Friday December 20th and Saturday
December 21st. If you are unable
to attend, sports fan, you can watch
it on youtube at your convenience.
After the New Year, the teams
head to Skagway for a pair of

non-conference match-ups with
the Skagway Panthers. The rest of
January will be packed with home
games, as Haines plays host to the
rest of our Region 5/2A opponents:
Craig, Petersburg, and Wrangell. In
February the teams hit the road to
pay each of their four rival teams a
two-game visit. The regular season
will set the seeding for the Region
5 tournament this March in Juneau.
From there, the top two teams will
move on to state.
After the boys’ late season surge
led them to the state tournament
last year, Faverty said, “We can
do better next year.” When I
reminded him of that, he, Crager
and a few of their teammates within
earshot immediately exclaimed,
“WE WILL!” Faverty went on to
say, “We’ve been working hard.
This is going to be a great year for
us. We’re excited!”

Our team works
together to deliver
for YOU!

Winter Hours:

7 Days a Week: 8am - 5:00pm
Closed Christmas Day

Jon

Closed New Years Day

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com or call:
Juneau • 907-789-3331
Haines • 907-766-3800

Liz
Jason

Ron
Jenae
Tawny

Jennifer
Rebekah

Proudly serving the Haines Community
Proud to be part of the Community of Haines!

See EAGLE page 8

vessel formula; plus $50 for vessels
up to 25 feet; a $75 increase for
vessels 26-40 feet; and an additional
$100 for vessels 41 feet and up.
Live-aboard fees will jump from
$70 to $75 per month.
Additionally, the ordinance
introduces a new user fee for transient
commercial passenger vessels. Any
transient commercial passenger
vessel using harbor facilities will pay
a per-passenger fee for disembarking
or embarking passengers.
On Tuesday, assembly member
Stephanie Scott said she was
concerned that the fee increase
might negatively affect the Haines
economy.
Haines Chamber of Commerce
board member Wendell Harren said
the chamber suggested further vetting
effects on the Haines economy to
avoid unintended consequences.
“Considering a spending average
of $111 spent per non-resident
coming to Haines there is the
potential to majorly affect all of the
business sectors in Haines,” he said,
citing a 2016 McDowell Group study
of Haines.
In November, the Tourism
Advisory Board unanimously
recommended that the borough
assembly not increase the lightering
fees until further analysis of potential
financial losses.
Harbormaster Shawn Bell, who
proposed the changes and began
the vetting process last winter with
the Ports and Harbor Advisory
Committee, said he made the changes
with practicality in mind. “I put

SPORTS from page 1

How to cook:
Over an open flame or a broiler burn the outside of your
eggplant and your red bell peppers. Cover them in a bowl while hot and leave out at room temperature.
In a large stock pot heat your olive oil on high. When hot add the onions, celery, garlic, ginger, Habanero
and fennel. Sauté and stir them until they are translucent. Next add the winter vegetables, tomato, paprika and a little salt. Mix well and don’t burn the paprika. When everything is coated and mixed add the
water and wine. Bring this mixture to a boil and simmer on medium heat.
While the stew is simmering, rub the burnt skin off of the red bell peppers and deseed them. Place them
in a food processor. Leave the burnt skin on the eggplant, cut it into small, rough pieces and place it in the
food processor with the peppers. Add the sage to this and blend until the mixture is smooth.
When the stew has reduced by one eighth and the vegetables are soft, add the eggplant and bell pepper.
At this point, if you don’t eat seafood, you have yourself a pretty great vegetable stew.
Add your seafood last so you don’t overcook it. By chance you have live clams or mussels, I would steam
them separately. They become overcooked in the stew and the shells are a pain to deal with in leftovers.
I ate my Cioppino with a soft egg and some of my wife’s seaweed sourdough bread. Small potatoes are
also delicious in this stew if you don’t like some of the other winter vegetables I have listed. Remember that
this recipe is just a basic blueprint for your own imagination.
Happy Holidays, Travis Kukull

Happy Holidays from
everyone at Haines Alaska
Seaplanes. We hope your
holidays will be filled with joy
and laughter through the
New Year!

obscure parks law that prohibits the
discharge of a firearm within half a
mile of a developed facility, defined
as a boat ramp, campground, picnic
area, rest area, visitor’s information
center, swim beach, trailhead,
building, parking area or developed
ski area.
Last week, the advisory council
discussed eliminating the law from
the preserve, and cited concerns
that improving boat ramps and

HARBOR from page 2

Cioppino is in no way a Christmas or holiday tradition but my family made it their tradition so I am going
to share it with you.
In my early 20s, I dabbled in vegetarianism, pescatarianism, and just about any dietary restriction there
was before I figured out that my body likes to eat everything. During this time my sister also did not eat
meat but ate seafood. All of a sudden prime rib, turkey, and ham were no longer options for the holidays.
My father was creative enough to suggest we make a seafood stew. That grew into Cioppino. Even though
all of us eat meat, we still make Cioppino every Christmas. When my sister takes part in the making of the
stew it generally becomes “Fire Breather Cioppino,” Some like it hot, and some like it painfully so.
It changes a little every year so I never really made a recipe for it. The other day I gathered some ingredients and wrote a recipe down. There are some nuances, which are new to me, but the end result was
absolutely the best Cioppino I have ever made.
If you are looking for a holiday wine pairing, Mountain Spirits has some nice Spanish wines that are great
with this stew. I had the “Los Dos” Garnacha 2017 and it was rich and full of tannins which are wonderfully
paired with smoky, briny and spicy flavors.

1 eggplant burnt
2 roasted red peppers
1 bunch of sage
I cup olive oil
3 onions sliced
3 stalks celery
2 heads garlic peeled
and sliced
2 inch piece of ginger
chopped
1 head fennel small diced
1 habanero chopped
2 ½ pound can diced
tomatoes
¼ cup paprika
4 carrots medium diced
2 parsnip medium diced
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wreaked havoc in Tlingit Park, a
scammer posing as Mayor Jan Hill
tried to rip off borough residents,
and Sheldon Museum employees
uncovered a WWII mortar that
resulted in a visit from U.S. Army
explosives experts. This is the Chilkat
Valley News’ Year in Review.
Budget cuts
In February, Dunleavy announced
his budget proposal that included
$1.6 billion in cuts. The budget,
which Sen. Jesse Kiehl described as
a “meat ax approach” during a public
meeting in Haines, sparked a recall
effort against the governor.
Cuts to the ferry service prompted
the Inland Boatman’s Union to strike,
which docked all 10 vessels in the
Alaska Marine Highway System
fleet. The strike caused Southeast
Alaska State Fair attendance to drop,
and stranded vendors.
One vendor owner, Chris Peterson
of Peterson’sPretzels, took advantage
of the opportunity and set up shop
on Main Street outside of Miles
Furniture. He decided to stay in
Haines through the rest of the summer

because he was selling out of pretzels
almost every day. Peterson recently
announced he’d be back this spring.
At the end of the budget battle,
the Alaska Marine Highway System
lost $44 million in funding. The ferry
service announced in November
a reduction in service to one ferry
a week through March because it
couldn’t afford to repair several
vessels. The news left some residents
marooned, especially as foul weather
grounded planes. Costs increased for
businesses that had to start shipping
goods on Alaska Marine Lines.
After public outcry, the ferry service
announced that it would bring the
newest ferry Tazlina back online,
bringing the total sailings to three
a week.
When the state budget was finally
passed by the legislature and vetoed
by the governor, Haines lost about
$450,000 in school bond debt
reimbursement, which the borough
assembly voted to cover with savings.
While the assembly staved off a tax
increase in 2019, that might change
for 2020. “Next year we will most
likely pay for it with an increase
in property tax,” borough manager

Jan. 17. Ryan Staska, Michaela Chambers, Casey Bradford and Jedediah
Blum-Evitts sort through scorched remains of the two fires at Eagles
Nest Trailer Park. Jenna Kunze photo.
Debra Schnabel said in July.
Borough News
About 50 residents petitioned
the assembly for a drug-sniffing
police dog in January, and agreed
to fund its purchase. The petition
asked the assembly to reconsider its
decision against seeking funding or
researching the efficacy of a police
dog. “I think just having the dog,
people knowing there is a drug dog,
is a big deterrent,” police sergeant
Josh Dryden said at the time. “It’s
just another tool we can use to
deter and detect, and to enforce

the drug laws.” After the police
department went over budget for the
second year in a row, Haines police
chief Heath Scott told the public
safety commission in April that the
department couldn’t afford to take on
the responsibility of the police dog.
The landfill again came under
scrutiny in March after Burl Sheldon
complained to the borough that
garbage there was routinely exposed
and scattered farther than state
law allows. Borough manager
Debra Schnabel forwarded the
complaint to the Alaska Department
of Environmental Conservation.
DEC staff notified owner Tom Hall of

Aug. 15. Haines snackers wait in
line for Chris Peterson’s homemade
pretzels. Kyle Clayton photo.

the complaint. In June, the commerce
committee asked the full assembly to
reconsider a 2018 proposal to charge
an up to 1 percent sales tax increase
to fund a public-funded solid waste
system. The assembly deferred the
ordinance to 2020, punting it back
to the commerce committee.
In April, assembly member Will

Sept. 26. Students march through
Sept. 25. Cindy Schultz photo.
Prisciandaro introduced an ordinance
that would prohibit the underwater
storage of hazardous material. The
draft ordinance drew both strong
support and opposition. More than
20 fishermen, conservationists and
other residents praised the law for
protecting the Chilkat Valley from
the potential of mine pollution. “I’ve
lived here my entire life and there’s
been a lot of changes,” fisherman
Steve Fossman said. “I think the
one thing I would take away is, you
gotta keep the watersheds clean both
short term and long term.”
Critics of the draft ordinance,
including Constantine Metal
Resources, said it unfairly targeted
mining and was beyond the ability
and expertise of the assembly to
regulate. Assembly member Brenda
Josephson said the ordinance
would have “debilitating effects
on businesses in Haines” and
is “outside of our authority to
become mini environmental
protection agencies.” The assembly
ultimately postponed the ordinance’s
consideration to the assembly after
October’s election.
In May the assembly unanimously
approved a single-use plastic bag ban.
The decision gave businesses time
to prepare by not making the ban go
into effect until January 2020. The
assembly received little comment
in opposition to the ban.
Assembly membersTom Morphet’s
and Heather Lende’s terms expired
in October. Will Prisciandaro moved
to Vermont and resigned his seat.
Gabe Thomas and Paul Rogers were
elected to the borough assembly, with
a race for the third seat among Zephyr
Sincerny, Sally McGuire and Sean
Gaffney. The assembly voted to seat
Sincerny to the open seat because he
received the third highest vote count
of all the candidates.
In July the assembly voted 4-2
to advance a charter amendment
to put the borough-wide policing
initiative on the October ballot. By
late August, the assembly scheduled a
third public hearing for the ordinance,
but the delay disqualified the
initiative from inclusion on the ballot.
Borough clerk Alekka Fullerton

July 18. Cooper Gregg, 10, left, Tresham Gregg’s granddaughter, removes weeds while Carol Tuynman of the Alaska
Arts Confluence gets ready to dig in during a volunteer cleanup
effort at the Sculpture garden. Cindy Schultz photo.
recommended the assembly adopt after the vote.
a resolution that would interpret
“emergency dispatch” to include General News
police emergencies, so that police
The Alaska State Museum returned
wouldn’t be violating borough code
when they left the townsite. While to Klukwan four Frog House posts
borough attorney Brooks Chandler and a replica of the clan’s house
initially said such an action didn’t screen. The at.oow was held in trust
pass the “smell test,” he later said and had been displayed at the State
Museum for more than 30 years
before returning to the village in June.
They are now stored in the Jilkaat
Kwaan Heritage Center. “They are
embodiments of our history, of our
stories, of our culture,” said Lani
Hotch, executive director of the
Heritage Center. “There’s been a
gaping hole in Klukwan for all the
years those things were absent from
here,” she said.
The cruise line Holland America
removed most of its port calls for
the 2020 season. A study estimated
the loss would amount to $3.4
million for local businesses and
about $187,000 in sales tax revenue.
Sales tax revenues increased by
11 percent from July 1, 2018 to June
30 2019--$400,000 more than the
borough predicted.
town during a Climate Strike on
The swimming pool closed for
reconstruction beginning in May.
From the onset, delays dogged the
it would likely satisfy people as a renovation, and a spat between
stopgap until October 2020 when the Indiana-based contractor Renosys
question could go back on the ballot.
Continued page 7
Assembly member Maidy resigned

Jan. 24. A lost duck waddled down Main Street on Saturday before being
taken to HARK, where he waits to be claimed. Sabrina Harvey photo.

The Chilkat Valley News made it
through another year, thanks to you!
This is the last issue of 2019,
we’ll be back on January 9th, 2020.
Thank you to all of our readers and our advertisers.
Special thanks to the following businesses for December advertising:
Alaska Miners Association
Alaska Seaplanes
Constantine
First National Bank
Haines Brewing Co.
Haines Chamber of Commerce
Haines Real Estate
Miles Furniture

Outfitter

766-3221
Video and Phone
Psychotherapy

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

Solstice Bonfire

Sporting Goods

Open 7 days a week 8 am - 6 pm

Hi Mountain seasonings
The Link Master Sausage Gun........$54 99
Snackin’ Sticks Sausage Kits........$29 99
Jerky Cure & Seasoning Spices..........$9 99
Alaska Summit Jackets........$44 99
Great stocking stuffers
Outdoor Edge Knives & Tools 20% off
All Fishing Lures & Swivels 20% off
All Stack-On Safe Accessories 30% off

Nebo Flashlights & Headlamps 20% off
Plenty of in-store specials through the end
of the year!
Enter to win a $250 00 Gift Card!
Or up to $500 00 Discount off any gun of
your choice.
Drawing to be held Dec. 31st at 3PM
To enter, make any purchase over $50 00

Outfitter Liquor HAINES QUICK SHOP
Open 8 am till Midnight • 7 days a week

Everyone invited. Come help us light
up the darkness.
Sat. Dec. 21, 2 p.m. to late
Mud Bay Lumber Co.
End of Major Road (Buster’s)
Call 314-0985

Mountain Market
New Hope Fellowship Church
Outfitter Sporting Goods,
Outfitter Liquor, Quickshop
Presbyterian Church
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
St. Michael and All Angels
Church

Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas

Robin Grace LCSW

Food, drinks and fun for all!

December 19, 2019

MUD BAY
LUMBER
CO

Haines, AK

Any purchase over $5000 eligible to
win 1 of 3 Gift Certificates! Drawing
Christmas Day at 2PM.
Check out our weekly specials on
select wine, liquor & beer.

Gift certificates up for grabs:
1st Prize: $15000
2nd Prize: $10000
3rd Prize: $5000

30

766-23

Cold Drinks • Snacks • Movie Rentals • ATM Available
Open 7 am till Midnight • 7 days a week
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and the borough continued into
December. Despite continuing
leaks, the pool finally opened its
doors on Nov. 29 to the delight of
residents. The Haines Dolphins
swim team had been unable to
practice for much of its season.
Asher Jimenez, 8, said it took him a
minute to get his swim legs back. “I
forgot everything about it,” he said.
“When I jumped in, I felt like I’m
not going to be good at it, but once
I kept swimming I sort of got it.”
In August, gardeners successfully

shifting and shrinking ranges.
For the past three winter heliski
seasons, drought conditions marred
the industry. Heliski operators used
a fraction of their allotted skier
days and had to turn customers
away because of poor conditions.
Snowfall in Southeast was 50 to
80 percent lower than average,
according to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), and the problem of
abnormally-low snowpack has
become so pronounced that the
National Drought Mitigation Center
coined a new term for it—snow
drought. “Haines Customs reported
that for the last two months of
January and February, where they
were supposed to get 50-60 inches
of snow, they got nine,” a NOAA
senior hydrologist said.
Haines later experienced one
of its warmest, driest springs on
record. For the first time in the
history of the U.S. Drought Monitor,
a federal organization that monitors
drought throughout the U.S., the
agency reported ‘extreme drought’
in southern Southeast Alaska, the
wettest part of the United States.
Kate Saunders, who has been
gardening in Haines for 32 years
with rain catchments, said she
wasn’t collecting enough water. “I
don’t remember it being this bad
this early in the summer.”
In May the pollen clouds that
enveloped the Chilkat Valley were
exacerbated by climate change,
according to recent research
published by the American
Academy of Allergy and Asthma
& Immunology.
Later in the summer, Haines
saw record heat and a persistent
drought. July was Alaska’s hottest
month on record, and temperatures
in Haines soared to 90 degrees for
the first time since 1976. Haines
had recorded about 18 inches of
rain below average since September
2018. Low water levels at Lily
Lake revealed a design flaw in
the water pipeline, which left the
water department struggling to keep
the town’s water source flowing.
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Chilkat Valley News Year in review continued
sailors raped a Kaagwaantan
woman there in 1794.
The borough manager created a
“bear task force” after increased
bear activity in town resulted in
property damage and one man
being charged at Dusty Trails.
Fish and Game biologists and a
wildlife trooper came to town
to assess the situation. Borough
police received more than 80 calls
about bears between September and
October. Biologist Carl Koch noted
issues with dumpsters, and easily

Oct. 10. Senior Marirose Evenden and juniors Brennan Palmieri and
Lydia Andriesen victoriously parade through Haines Monday, after
winning the state crosscountry championship. Lori Giddings photo.
grew several “porcupine squash”
plants in a greenhouse near town.
The plants are believed by some to
be descended from seeds preserved
for centuries in an ancient Fremont
jar that was unearthed by Bart
Henderson’s brother’s family in
Utah’s Uintah Basin.
The Alaska Historical
Commission voted to change
the name of Seduction Point to
Ayiklutu, a Tlingit word defined
as a “small point of a larger point.”
The Chilkoot Indian Association
petitioned for the change in
September. The tribe said the old
name was representative of the
area’s ugly history after British

accessible garbage at the landfill.
Climate Change
An Anna’s hummingbird lingered
around Haines through January. Of
the 1.2 million sightings logged
on eBird.com, Haines is the
northernmost location the bird has
ever been observed during the winter
months. The Audubon Society
released a 2014 climate change
report which indicated that the
Anna’s hummingbird, which is
typically found along the Pacific
coast, was among more than half of
bird species in North America at risk
of disappearing by 2080 because of

Mar. 14. The Haines Glacier Bears celebrate their 38-30 win over the Petersburg Vikings in the Region V
2A boys second place state qualifying game at Mt. Edgecumbe’s B. J. McGillis Gymnasium. Photo by Klas
Stolpe, Daily Sitka Sentinel.

Best of 2019 Police Blotter
Jan. 4
A Lynn View Drive caller reported a subject
shined a laser light in their eyes.
Jan. 20
A duck found on Main Street was
recovered by HARK.
Jan.23
A First Avenue caller reported hearing a
plow truck scraping the ground.
Mar. 21
A First Avenue caller reported a stolen
vehicle which was located and simply
misplaced.

Mar. 28
A caller requested a ride to the ferry
terminal.
April 16
A found Ripstik was placed in safekeeping.
April 21
A caller reported a house guest refusing
to turn down music.
April 25
A caller reported road construction woke
the caller up.
May 6
A caller reported a lost remote control.

Haines Presbyterian Church
Invites you to join us for
Caroling, Cookies and Cocoa
December 23 at 6:30pm
Communion and Candlelight

Christmas Eve Service
December 24 at 5:00pm
Join Tracey Harmon for

Alumni Trivia Night

7pm Thursday, December 26th
at the Pioneer

Bar
Wear your school colors!
Hosted by Chilkat Valley Community Foundation and the Pioneer

April 4. Mark Zeiger performs in the play “Noises Off”, Act III, in
which everything goes awry. Jenna Kunze photo.
Mandatory water restrictions went
into effect until the lake’s levels
increased.
Alaska is among the fastest
warming regions on earth, heating
twice as fast as the global average
temperature during the past 50
years, according to the National
Climate Change Assessment. In
September, Haines students joined
4 million students across the globe
to protest inaction
against climate
change. Seniors
Marirose Evenden
and Dylan Chapell
organized the
strike to stand
with the global
movement.
“We’re standing
up because we
see a problem, not
because we have
the answers,” said
Evenden.

of us can really believe that the
Chilkoot sockeye are so strong. The
runs should be pretty much over, but
for whatever reason, they’re still
coming,” Fish and Game commercial
fisheries biologist Nicole Zieser said
of the 136,773 fish that had passed
the weir by the end of August.
Arts

More than 20
volunteers help
clear brush and
improve the Fort
Seward Sculpture
Garden this
s u m m e r. P o r t
Chilkoot Company
president Lee
Heinmiller signed
an MOU for the
land with the Arts
Confluence. The
garden features 11
works from local
artists. Originally
created in 2014,
Fish
maintenance and
improvement
The number of
fell by the
Chilkat king smolt
wayside. After
that left the river
drainage in 2014 Aug. 1. Gymnasts from Sitka i m p r o v e m e n t s
made,
was the lowest on Cirque performed during the w e r e
record, according to SEAK state fair. Kyle Clayton summer markets
and evening
Alaska Department photo.
activities occurred
of Fish and Game
estimates this year. Between 1999 in the area during First Friday events.
It was a good year for comedy
and 2013, an average of 185,000
smolt left the Chilkat drainage for the theatre. Tod Sebens directed the
ocean. In 2014, biologists estimated sex farce “Noises Off.” The Merry
only 64,000 smolt from brood year Tricksters performed “The Complete
2012 survived their rearing habitat Works of William Shakespeare,
before leaving for the ocean. A crack Abridged” and Mark Sebens brought
of light shone through when enough back to the stage the popular
Chilkat kings returned to surpass melodrama about Porcupine gold
the lower end of the department’s mining “Lust for Dust.”
The Lynn Canal Community
escapement goal this summer.
The low returns, which have Players also performed “A Christmas
labeled kings as a stock of concern, Carol” for the Holly Jolly Follies.
The HainesArts Council broughtpp
have resulted in time and area
restrictions for the commercial a variety of musical acts to Haines
gillnet fleet. Those restrictions will including RupLoops and Che
continue into next summer, sport Apalache. It also screened Oscar
biologist Rich Chapell said at a recent nominated short films in January.
The Haines Glacier Bards made it
Fish and Game advisory council
to the final round and took home top
meeting.
Record sockeye runs returned to spots during a meet in November.
Chilkoot Lake this summer. “None

May 17
A business reported a cookie stand
impeding foot traffic.
May 25
A caller reported people jumping off the
dock.
June 3
A caller reported the road crew at 2 Mile
Haines Highway making noises at an
unreasonable time.
July 31
A caller reported pedestrians on the
wrong side of the road.

Aug. 31
A caller reported being harassed on
Facebook.
A caller reported an eagle stuck in a tree
on River Road.
Sept. 1
A caller reported a male with a sword on
Sawmill Road.
Sept. 23
A caller found a rabbit near Portage Cove.
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MINE from page 3

Water Advocacy were among
the local groups who declined to
offer feedback. Graham Kraft,
Lindsay Johnson, Robin Grace, Debi
Knight Kennedy, Dan Henry, Neil
Einsbruch, Thom Ely and Stacie
Evans were among the 23 residents
who signed the statement.
Not all environmental organizations
declined to participate. Takshanuk
Watershed Council board president
Ben Kirkpatrick said the board
discussed whether or not to comment
to Hemmera and decided they wanted
their feedback on record.
“I understand some of the
concerns,” Kirkpatrick said of those
who declined to participate. “But if

Chilkat Valley News 				

we have concerns or questions, which
we do, we want those to be known.
As long as Hemmera reports what
we say, we don’t see any problem
with cooperating.”
When asked to comment, Hemmera
directed all media questions to
Constantine.
Constantine vice president of
community affairs Liz Cornejo
said the process is to find out what
topics residents are interested in
talking about, and how that might
be done. “We hope those issuing
the statement might reconsider,”
Cornejo said. “They can engage at
any time throughout the process as
well. We’re sorry they didn’t feel

it was a meaningful engagement
opportunity.”
In its letter to residents, Hemmera
said Constantine employees would
not be present during the interviews,
and would not be given access to the
interview summaries. The consulting
company will give Constantine a list
of who participated, along with a
summary of key topics gleaned from
the interviews.
The consultants will return to
Haines on Jan. 27 to conduct more
interviews. Those interested in
providing feedback can contact
Emily Mann at emann@hemmera.
com or call 867-456-4865.

brings the brown bears there? It’s the
salmon. That’s why we hunt there.”
Kroes said the amount of area in the
preserve affected by the regulation
represents about 1,200 of the 48,000
acres, or 2.5 percent, of the eagle
preserve.
Lynette Campbell said it matters
more where, not how little is
restricted. “If that area you’re
reducing is accessible by the road...
it doesn’t matter how small it is. To
make the assumption that it really
doesn’t matter because there’s 10
million other acres is a problem in
my opinion unless you ask the public
if that matters.”
The council also discussed the
possibility of losing more hunting
area if river access and pullout sites in
places like 13, 14.5 and 16 Mile were
improved. Kroes said should those
areas be improved the no discharge
of a weapon law would likely apply
in the area.
Council member Andy Hedden
asked if just improving road access
would cause the law to apply. “I
can’t give a definite answer until

we have a design,” Kroes said. “Just
smoothing out the road I would say
no but I would also be opposed to
doing that without doing something
to improve parking because if we’re
improving the road, it’s going to bring
more vehicles.”
The council will take up the issue
again at its next meeting, and Kroes
said they could suggest reducing the
half mile restriction to a quarter mile.
Moving the monument makes
little difference in terms of hunting
at 25 Mile since a trailhead and a
developed ski area are located in the
area. Both are defined as a developed
facility according to State Parks law.

EAGLE from page 5
other access sites along the Haines
Highway during phase two of the
highway reconstruction project
would displace traditional hunting
rights.
“If we build all this infrastructure
all around the road you displace the
whole native community from what
they traditionally used to do,” council
member Bill Thomas said.
State parks Southeast
superintendent Preston Kroes said
he’s opposed to removing the law.
“It is 100 percent just a safety factor
for being in those heavily populated
visitor areas that draw people into
them because they have an outhouse,
parking lot (or) interpretive facilities.
It’s so it’s unlikely that anybody’s
going to get injured or killed in those
busier areas.”
John Katzeek argued that hunting
half a mile away would be more
dangerous. “If you have to hunt the
half a mile away, that means you’re
going to be shooting back toward
the river because that’s where the
animals are going to be, feeding on
the salmon,” Katzeek said. “What

Police Report
Tuesday, December 10
A caller reported a down cable
line on 2nd Ave.
Received a 20 ex parte to serve
on a Haines resident.
An audible alarm was activated
on 2nd Ave.
Wednesday, December 11
A business reported a theft of
services on 800 Block FAA Rd.
A welfare check was requested
on 300 Block Main St.
Investigation continues into
a report of a protective order
violation.
Thursday, December 12
A report of criminal mischief to
a vehicle on Fort Seward Dr. was
determined to be unfounded.
A business reported a theft of
services on 800 Block FAA Rd.
HBPD assisted a citizen on 3rd
Ave and Haines Hwy.
Friday, December 13
A caller reported a trespasser at
a residence on Gruening Dr.
Investigation continues into
a report of a protective order
violation.
Saturday, December 14
Haines PD assisted a business
on 100 Block 1st Ave.
A 20 yo female on S Sawmill
Rd was arrested for assault 3 and

There were three 911 hang-ups,
one canine, five EMS calls and nine
traffic stops during this reporting
period. Additional information is
available on the Haines Borough
Police Department website and
Facebook page.

Subscribe to the CVN!

NORTHBOUND
from JNU to SGY
TAZLINA
Friday
20
No JNU No SGY
Saturday 21 MATANUSKA 11:45am 1:45pm
TAZLINA
Sunday
22
11:30am 12:15pm
Thursday 26 MATANUSKA
5:30am 7:30am
TAZLINA
Friday
27
No JNU No SGY
TAZLINA
Sunday 29
11:30am 12:15pm
TAZLINA
Friday
1/3
11:30am 12:15pm
Saturday 4 MATANUSKA 12:15pm 2:15pm
TAZLINA
Sunday
5
No JNU No SGY

Recording
766-2113

SOUTHBOUND
TAZLINA
Friday
20
MATANUSKA
Saturday 21
TAZLINA
Sunday
22
MATANUSKA
Thursday 26
TAZLINA
Friday
27
TAZLINA
Sunday 29
TAZLINA
Friday
1/3
MATANUSKA
Saturday 4
TAZLINA
Sunday
5
red

assault 4 and was transported to
the Haines Rural Jail Facility.
A caller repor ted striking a
moose with a vehicle at 23.5 Mile
Haines Hwy.
Sunday, December 15
HBPD responded to an alarm at
0 Mile Haines Hwy.
A caller repor ted hear ing
gunshots at 9 Mile Lutak Rd.
A caller reported slick road
conditions on Main St.
A long-term protective order was
served on a Haines resident.
Monday, December 16
A caller reported a suspicious
person on 400 Block Young Rd.
A caller reported a vehicle struck
the guardrail on 3rd Ave.
A caller repor ted a theft of
approximately $700 wor th of
property from an unlocked vehicle.
A caller reported a water/sewer
issue on Tower Rd.
HVFD responded to a service
call on 600 Block Main St.

FERRY SCHEDULE
Arrive
Depart

For more
info,
call the
terminal
766-2111
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Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

ALASKA FISH FACTOR
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
December 13, 2019
Go Fish!
A deck of clever playing cards is teaching people about one of Alaska’s most popular yet fragile fishing favorites: rockfish.
During games players can learn how to
identify the 48(!) different kinds of rockfish found in Alaska waters and how some,
like rougheye, can live beyond 200 years.
“Shortraker, the 10 of diamonds, can
live 157 years. Yelloweye live 118 years
and are sexually mature at around 22
years. Black rockfish mature at six or seven years and can live to be 50 years,” said
Andrew Olson, Alaska Dept. of Fish and
Game groundfish and shellfish coordinator
for the Southeast region who helped design
the deck.
Along with identification and biology,
the cards also tell fishing rules for sport
and commercial fishermen and alerts them
about protective gear that will be required
next year.
Rockfish brought up from waters deeper
than 65 feet often suffer from decompression trauma due to their having unvented
swim bladders and can literally turn inside
out. In 2020, all saltwater anglers will be
required to use ‘descender’ gear (the 2 of
hearts) to resubmerge the fish.
“They must have a functioning deep
water release mechanism on board and all
rockfish not harvested must be released at a
depth of capture or at a depth of 100 feet,”
Olson explained.
State managers wagered cards were a
good way to get those messages directly
into the hands of fishermen.
“When you go on boats there’s typically a deck of cards on board to keep people
busy,” Olson said.
The cards come at a time when plans are
underway to better align rockfish management between the sport and commercial
sectors. In 2017 ADF&G began a statewide
initiative to develop long-term strategies
for rockfish with a focus on black rockfish
and yelloweye.
“Historically, rockfish caught by sport
anglers and commercial fishermen were
managed differently by the sport fish
and commercial fisheries divisions. This
worked fine for decades, but changes in
fishing pressure on different species, fish
regimes and populations - including rockfish, salmon, halibut, and Pacific cod - have
led to more alignment in management between the divisions. Because rockfish are
known to be particularly vulnerable to exploitation, and harvests are believed to be

increasing in recent years, proactive measures are needed,” wrote Riley Woodford
in the December Alaska Fish and Wildlife
News.
These changes are occurring along the
entire Pacific coast, Woodford added, and
state and federal agencies are collaborating
on rockfish education efforts.
Thirty thousand decks of the rockfish
playing cards were made by US Playing
cards at a cost of about a dollar a piece.
Artist Kellii Wood of Petersburg did the
anatomy drawings and decorated the card
backs, Olson said, and Ray Troll’s quirky
artwork adorns the Jokers.
“One says Rockfish, Paper, Scissors with
a picture of a yelloweye, and the other one
looks like a black rockfish with “rock”
highlighted because it has a guitar,” Olson
said.
The cards have only been in circulation
for a few weeks and he said the reaction
has been very enthusiastic.
“People have said they didn’t realize
how old some of these rockfish are, how
long it takes them to reach maturity; the
fact that we have so many species in Alaska was, I think, shocking. Some folks have
said they are using the cards to learn about
a rockfish per day and get familiar with
them,” Olson said. “It’s a fun and engaging
way to interact with the public and express
concerns we’re having with rockfish and
where we’re making improvements.”
The rockfish cards are available for free
at ADF&G offices at Kodiak. Anchorage,
Homer, Douglas/Juneau headquarters,
Ketchikan, Petersburg, Wrangell and Sitka.
Fishing for fees - Fewer Alaska fishermen are going after halibut and sablefish,
based on the declining number of bills being sent out to those holding shares of the
catch.
Eighteen hundred invoices went out to
fishermen this month, down 30 from last
year, and reflecting a decline from nearly
2,000 in 2015.
The bills, paid annually in those two
fisheries since the year 2000, cover costs
of the management, data collection, and
enforcement of any “limited access privilege” (LAP) fishery overseen by the federal government. They are based on a one to
three percent tax assessed on dock prices
averaged across the state.
This year the 3% fee for both halibut and
sablefish (up from 2.8%) yielded $4.5 million in recovery costs. A sinking sablefish
market brought down the value of the two
fisheries, despite an uptick for halibut.
“The combined value of the halibut and

sablefish fisheries this year was $150 million, which reflects a 7% decrease over last
year’s value of $161 million,” said Carl
Greene, Cost Recovery Fee Coordinator
for NOAA Fisheries in Juneau.
The Alaska halibut harvest of 16.5 million pounds was valued at over $87 million. For sablefish a catch of 21 million
pounds was worth about $63 million at the
docks.
“The sablefish dock prices were down
about 20% to average $2.96 down from
$3.68 in 2018,” Greene said.
Conversely, the value of the halibut fishery was up 3% and dock prices remained
stable.
“It was mainly due to the volume of the
fishery,” he said. “The change in pounds
went up by 4% this year and the halibut dock price held stable. It was $5.30 a
pound versus $5.35 for 2018.”
Homer retained its title of Alaska’s top
halibut port followed closely by Kodiak,
Seward, Sitka and Petersburg.
The Bering Sea crab fisheries also operate under a catch share system and since
2005 have chipped in for coverage costs.
NOAA Fisheries doesn’t track dock prices
for Bering Sea crab, only the total value of
the fishery.
The 2018/2019 season was valued at
$178 million for 17 fishing co-op groups,
a $14 million increase. Greene said crabbers paid a fee of just under two percent
for fishery coverages, yielding $3 million.
Since 2016, nearly 20 big boats fishing for flatfish, pollock, cod and other
groundfish in the Bering Sea, including
vessels owned/operated by Western Alaska
Community Development Quota (CDQ)
groups, have been paying about $2 million
in coverage costs, at a tax rate of less than
one percent.
“The costs to enforce those fisheries is
much less relative to the total value of the
fishery, so it’s been under one percent since
we started the program in 2016. There’s a
lot fewer boats and entities to monitor,”
Greene explained.
AK seafood snapshot - Alaska’s seafood industry is driven by over 9,000
fishing vessels including about 100 large
catcher processors and 100 large shoreside
plants.
Alaska is home to six of the nation’s top
ten ports by value and the industry generates more than $150 million in public revenue annually. Seafood accounts for the
largest manufacturing sector in the state.
Those are some of industry updates compiled by the McDowell Group. Other find-

ings:
Alaska’s seafood industry puts 58,700
people to work and generates $2.1 billion
in wages and $5.6 billion in economic output.
Alaska’s biggest catch is pollock and its
most valuable is salmon.
The volume of Alaska’s catches averaged 5.8 billion pounds for 2017 and 2018
with pollock contributing 58%, followed
by salmon at 14%. Flatfish and rockfish
comprised 13% of the catch volume and
cod at 12%.
The dockside value of Alaska’s catches
totaled $2 billion with salmon accounting
for 33% of the value. Halibut, sablefish and
crab combined for 24%, Alaska pollock
was at 23% and cod accounted for 11% of
the total harvest value.
Nearly 800 million pounds of over 40
species of flatfish, rockfish and Atka mackerel were caught in 2018 worth $440 million.
85% of Alaska’s seafood is sold frozen.
Headed and gutted whole fish make up
41% of the value, with fillets at 20%. Only
three percent of Alaska’s seafood goes into
cans.
About 80% of Alaska seafood is exported; export value fell 4% in 2018.
Alaska’s 3.4 billion pound pollock catch
last year was worth $1.5 billion to fishermen last year.
Alaska’s cod supplies are at a 20 year low
and declining; red king crab harvests are at
a 50 year low. Alaska accounts for just 1015% of the global red king crab supply and
less than 10% of snow crab supply.
The biggest uncertainties facing Alaska’s seafood industry: changing ocean conditions and ongoing trade disputes.
by:
umn
Col sored
n
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Fresh Seafood

5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd
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(Un)Classified Ads

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL)
has space available. Applications
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135,
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616
ext #3 or #4. Email applications
may be sent to interested parties.
Call for more information. (cb)
WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES
townsite located on Picture Point.
Public water to lot, approved DEC
septic design. $250,000 terms
possible. 907-723-1599. (cb)
FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a
month, plus utilities, deposit and
references. 767-5662 (49-50b)
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc.
is recruiting for an individual
that can work with elders as a
“Personal Assistant”. Training
available, please note this is a
very demanding position. A back
ground check is required, flexible
hours, and working night shift
is required. Not everyone will
meet this challenge and have the
“caring gene” required. $15 an
hour is the starting wage. Equal
opportunity employer. (907- 766
- 3616 extension #4) (cb)

FOR RENT: 2 Bedroom apartment
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy.
$1200 a month includes water &
sewer, heat, electric, garbage.
Covered parking, storage unit,
elevator. Veterans only must verify
with DD-214 and have honorable
discharge. Applications available
at 230 Dalton, suite 135, Haines,
Alaska. (907)-766-3616 ext #4.
Email applications may be sent to
interested parties. Call for more
information. (cb)
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Intermittent Maintenance
technician at SEARHC. Apply
today at www.searhc.org/jobs!
(48-50b)
HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Part Time Dispatcher
PT Reg, Min. Qual: High School
Diploma or equiv; driver’s license;
no felony convictions, subject to
background check; Starting wage:
$17.71.
Fo r m o r e i n fo c h e ck w w w.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring
app to Clerk at afullerton@haines.
ak.us. Open until 12/23/19. (49-50b)

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs u do
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs yoe math
th

$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

The

766-3321

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation.
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Chilkat Valley

Acupuncture &
Oriental Medicine
Mon - Tues 766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc

766-6313

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Silent meditation

6:45pm Tuesdays.
After yoga in the Body IQ
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale
or Lease

20’x50’
30’x50’

All Heated

Free.
Donations accepted.

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT

766-2600 call for appointment

Becky’s Place
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children
in abusive situations.

Call 766-2105

(907) 723-1599

Haines Home Building Supply
Celebrating
over 50 years

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

serving Haines
and Klukwan!

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Lutak Lumber

STUMP COMPANY

Making Real Estate Real Easy
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Call (907)789-0555
Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
Juneau, AK 99801

Hardware

766-2700

The Lende family business serving professional
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

WINTER HOURS

Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

The

Salvation Army
Family Store

766-2940

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm

Accepting Donations
(by appt. only)

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Now Stocking:

Worship
Service

Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories,
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum,
Welders and Welding Gasses.

Winter 2019-2020 Flight Schedule
November 29 - January 31

Depart JNU - Arrive HNS

8:30 am
11:00 am
1:15 pm

9:05 am
11:35 am
1:50 pm

Depart HNS - Arrive JNU

9:20 am
11:50 am
2:35 pm

9:55 am
12:25 pm
3:10 pm

11:00 am
Sunday
5th & Union Street 766-2470

Call for more flight information.
Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com
766-3800 • 800-354-2479
• Business Freight
Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

One year membership plus
Thors T-shirt or gym bag for
less than our annual PFD
special

Haines - Skagway

Depart HNS - Arrive SGY
2:00 pm
2:15 pm

Depart SGY - Arrive HNS
2:10 pm
2:25 pm

Proud to be part of the Haines community!

New Years
Resolution Special

• IFR Certified in
Caravan and Chieftain

ew
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Ye a e s t p r i c
low ER!!!
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All proceeds go to the gym expansion project. Offer good
Dec. 26 through Jan. 3 Call 766-3555 for more info.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Canal Marine & Auto

766-2869

F Sales

Serving you for 16 years!

F Service

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today!
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!
on
Small Tracts
Road

766-2999 • 314-0599

Treasur
lia’s
es
a
T

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”
229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

HEATED

Storage Units
Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

F Rentals

winter hours
10a-5p, tues-sat
Closed for holiday break

Dec. 14 - Jan. 1

Seasons Greetings!
Thank you for your
patronage! We wish you
all a happy and safe holiday season!
111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5 M-Sat • 766-2876

Surf Fisheries Supply
St.
St Michael
& All Angels
MOMOI Web
Episcopal Church

Don’t Wait! Order for 2020

Services

10% off

10:30 Sundays

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fine music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Stormin Norman

907-723-4848

Pet of the Week

• Outboard Marine Repair
Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor
Equipment in Stock • Monitor
and Toyo Stove Repair •

Summer Hours

OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
766-2437 • Front St. Haines
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John Hedrick


(907)
314-0434

Advertise
in the

Business
Directory:
$16.50 per
square,
per week!
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