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See FISH page 8

CHILKAT BEACH SCORCHED -- Firefighters squelched a wind-driven brush fire that was reported about noon Tuesday. The fire 
apparently had spread from a campfire pit near 1.5 Mile Mud Bay Road. About an acre of grasses and shrubs burned. Above, fire 
company captain Tim Walter looks at the fire origin while Mike Borcik, standing behind Walter, douses a hotspot. Heather Lende photo.

SEABA: No more
heli-skiing for ’14

Breakwater, dredging costs raise questions  

See BLM page 6  See SKI page 8
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‘Ring of Fire’ plan
delayed for 2 years 

HOOPTIME ACTION -- Makayla Crager 
of Haines drives to the basket at last week’s 
HoopTime tournament in Juneau. Story, page 5.
Matt Davis photo.

 See COST page 5 

By Tom Morphet
Concerns about meeting the cost – 

including future maintenance – of a harbor 
expansion surfaced at the March 12 Haines 
Borough Assembly meeting, where members 
George Campbell and Debra Schnabel 
opposed $1.7 million for engineering 
services related to construction of a 700-foot, 
metal wave barrier.

 The expenditure to PND Engineers, Inc. 
went ahead on a 4-2 vote.

 Also at the meeting, the assembly passed 
a motion “to request very strongly of staff” to 
come up with operational costs and revenue 
for the planned expansion.

 The wave barrier and associated dredging 
are estimated to cost $25 million. The 
borough has $18 million on hand for the work. 
The cost of other planned improvements – 
including a $6.5 million drive-down float, 
floats for additional boat slips, expanded 
parking and a two-land boat launch ramp on 

the harbor’s south end – would be additional to 
the $25 million.

 “I’m worried about us building a facility 
that in 10 years we can’t afford to maintain,” 
Campbell said. “We need a rough estimate of 
the costs and benefits. We don’t have any clue 
on that. I got an email from staff that it wouldn’t 
cost more manpower. How are you going to add 
30 percent surface area to your docks without 
more manpower? That’s unreasonable.”

  Campbell said he didn’t worry about an 
expanded harbor filling up, saying he was 
told the borough had a long waiting list for 
slips. “I’m concerned that we’re going to build 
something that costs us $1.5 million a year and 
the income on it is $1 million.”

 Campbell said he wanted more information 
before voting on the $1.7 million design.

 Chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart said her 
understanding is that adding slips creates 
economies of scale and helps defray fixed costs. 
“The general assumption is, the smaller the 

harbor, the harder it is to pay for fixed costs… 
My assumption is (that) making the harbor 
bigger will help to make it more affordable 
to the users.”

 Member Jerry Lapp supported the 
expenditure. “We’ve been working on this 
harbor (expansion) for I can’t remember 
how long,” including making lobbying trips 
to Washington, D.C. “I don’t see holding it 
up any longer.”

 Campbell said the assembly should have 
seen cost-benefit ratios for two alternatives 
before choosing the more expensive one. 
Schnabel said her vote against the design was 
based on her opposition to the assembly’s 
decision in February to pursue the more 
expensive of two harbor designs.

 A $20 million option passed over by the 
assembly would have involved a shorter 
breakwater and extending existing floats 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted unanimously Tuesday 
to send a letter to state House 
Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins, 
D-Sitka, asking him to remove a 
bill from the legislature that would 
eliminate Alaska’s reciprocal 
fishing license arrangement with 
the Yukon Territory. 

 Kreiss-Tomkins introduced 
House Bill 368 in February as a 
placeholder to ensure it could be 
acted upon during this session, 
depending on the town’s wishes. 

 Mayor Stephanie Scott brought 
the bill to assembly members 
Tuesday, seeking direction. After 
hearing from more than a half-
dozen residents, the assembly 
voted 5-0 to request the bill be 
removed. 

Doug Olerud, manager of 
Olerud’s Market Center, said 
the reciprocal fishing license 
agreement “has done wonders for 
the Haines economy.”

 Instead of eliminating the 
agreement, maybe Fish and 
Game should look at stepping up 
enforcement to weed out Yukoners 
who allegedly are exceeding bag 
limits, he said.

 One of the main arguments 
voiced by supporters of rescinding 
the agreement – including 
Marlena Saupe, the only resident 
to speak in favor of the bill during 
Tuesday’s meeting – is Yukoners 

By Karen Garcia
Southeast Alaska Backcountry Adventures co-

owner Scott Sundberg said the company has shut 
down its heli-ski operations for the remainder of 
the season.

Sundberg said the company decided to shut down 
for a variety of reasons, including consideration for 
personnel who were “devastated” by the March 15 
avalanche that killed SEABA guide Aaron Karitis.

Poor snowpack and difficult forecasting conditions 
also make for potentially dangerous scenarios, he 
said.

SEABA also reached out to customers who had 
already scheduled heli-skiing trips to inform them 
of the poor snow conditions and to tell them many 
of the world-class runs Haines is famous for won’t 
be available, he said.

  “Many of them weren’t interested (after that),” 
Sundberg said.

Sundberg said its insurance provider did not 
force the company to shut down. “It was not an 
insurance decision. It was more of a general safety 
and forecasting decision,” he said.

SEABA will still continue to offer its snowcat-
skiing and snowmachine tours for the 2014 season.

Haines Chamber of Commerce president Barbara 
Mulford said the abbreviated season is “a really big 
hit” against the town’s economy, as a heli-ski season 
typically generates about $600,000 in taxable sales 
for things like groceries, beds and supplies.

A trip to Haines is a once-a-year, special trip for 
clients, Mulford said. “Some of them are doctors and 

By Karen Garcia
A decision by the Bureau of 

Land Management on whether 
to open about 320,000 acres of 
mountain terrain near Haines 
currently off-limits to commercial 
heli-ski tours has been delayed at 
least another two years.

The BLM issued a statement 
earlier this month saying new 
information obtained by the 
agency regarding goat populations 
and their cultural importance 
to local tribes has delayed a 
final decision on the Ring of 
Fire Resource Management 
Plan Haines Planning Area 
Amendment and Environmental 
Impact Statement.

A final decision on the document 
was expected in early 2014. The 
320,000 acres has been closed to 
heli-skiing for roughly four years. 

Field manager Alan Bittner said 
the BLM is developing another 
option that would identify and 
establish a mountain goat Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC) for the planning area.

The decision to develop the 
additional option containing an 
ACEC will likely delay a final 
decision by another two years, 

Bittner said.
“We have to properly analyze 

all of the information in front of 
us, meaning the scientific and 
cultural concerns, and this really 
wasn’t done in this document,” 
Bittner said of the BLM’s 
draft amendment released in 
December 2012, which identified 
four options for use of the land 
outlining various degrees of 
conservation.

The  agency ’s  p r e f e r r ed 
alternative, in addition to opening 
several hundred thousand acres of 
land to heli-skiing, also proposed 
the establishment of an off-limits 
98,000-acre area for five years to 
provide a control area for ongoing 
mountain goat studies conducted 
jointly by the BLM and the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game.  

However, the first draft of 
the document didn’t analyze 
the situation from “A to Z,” 
Bittner said. “We analyzed 
something from A to Q, and 
there’s enough evidence culturally 
and scientifically that we should 
have analyzed for an ACEC for 
some level of designation or 
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Thursday, March 27
 Walkers, 8 to 9:30 a.m. in the high school 
gym.  Every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 Tykes and Trikes, 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 
elementary gym.
 Ukulele with Mr. K and Friends, 5 p.m. at 
the library.
 Downtown Revitalization Committee 
meeting, 5 p.m. at the Rusty Compass 
Coffeehouse.
 Haines A Capella Woman’s Chorus, 6 p.m. 
at the museum.
 Culture Day at Your Library, Wayne Price 
speaks on summer canoe carving project, 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 28 
 Story Time and Crafts for children ages 2 
to 5 years old, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Community Reception  and publ ic 
question period with Haines School District  
superintendent finalist, 7 p.m. at the Haines 
School library.   
 Walk and Talk hike to the Mount Ripinsky 
tower. Meet at south library parking lot, 9 a.m.
 Hamburger Feed, 5 p.m. at Legion Hall.
Saturday, March 29 
 American Legion Breakfast, 9 to 11 a.m. 
 Haines Dolphins Swimathon, 9 a.m. at the 
pool.
 Haines Youth Trap League, open to students  
grades 4-12, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Mud Bay 
Range.  Call 766-3779 for more information.
 HARK Membership Meeting and Pet 
Fashion Show, 5:40 and 6 p.m. at Harriett Hall.
   Haines School Board meets to discuss and 
consider superintendent hire, 9 a.m. at Haines 
School. 
Monday, March 31
 Haines Rail Study Stakeholders Meeting, 
10 a.m. in the assembly chambers.
 Mother Goose Stories and Songs, 11 a.m. 
at the library.
 Learn a foreign language with Mango, an 
online learning system.  5 to 6 p.m. at the library.
 Haines  Rai l  Study Draft  Report 
Presentation, 6 p.m. in the assembly chambers.
 Open Gym, 6 p.m.at the school gym. 

Duly Noted

Letters to the Editor
Tuesday, April 1
 Walkers, 8 to 9:30 a.m. in the high school 
gym. Every Tuesday and Thursday.
 Taco Tuesday, 5 to 7 p.m. at American 
Legion.
 Open Gym, 6 p.m. at the school gym. 
 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum.
Wednesday, April 2
 Open Gym, 6 p.m. at the school gym.  
 Oscar-nominated live-action short films, 
7 p.m. at Sheldon Museum. Sponsored by the 
Haines Arts Council. 
Thursday, April 3
 Walkers, 8 to 9:30 a.m. in the high school 
gym. Every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 Ukulele with Mr. K and Friends, 5 p.m. at 
the library.
 Haines A Capella Woman’s Chorus, 6 p.m. 
at the museum.
 Open Gym, 6 p.m. at the school gym. 
Friday, April 4
  Cheesecake Baking with Jennifer Ford, 6 
p.m.  at Haines School Home Economics Room, 
$20.
 Story Time and Crafts for children ages 2 
to 5 years old, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Chilkat Valley Study and Discussion 
Group, 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the museum.
Saturday, April 5
 Cake Decorating Techniques with Jennifer 
Ford, 2-4:30 at Haines School Home Economics 
Room. $20. Sponsored by Community 
Education.
 Haines Youth Trap League, open to students 
grades 4-12, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Mud Bay 
Range. Call 766-3779 for more information.
 Learn to knit and crochet finger puppets 
with Theresa Raven and Sandra Weiss, 1 to 4 
p.m. at the museum.
 Library Book Club discusses “Bel Canto” 
by Ann Patchett, 3 p.m. at the library.
 Venturer Scout dinner, 5 p.m. at Harriett 
Hall.

Donate air bags for heli-ski industry?
Tread lightly when you call for the borough to impose more regulatory 

requirements. Every industry has regulating organizations. Typically 
in the ski industry this begins with the insurance carriers, landowners, 
and programs like OSHA. Every ordinance or regulation the borough 
imposes on the heli-skiers is one more liability the borough takes on 
and must enforce. When we lost a fisherman overboard the borough 
did not make an ordinance that every person on a fishing vessel must 
wear a flotation device. Instead, those involved held a fundraiser and 
bought floating bibs, giving them at no cost to the fishing fleet. Can 
we as a community show our support to these heli-skiing companies 
and do something similar like donating air bags to the companies’ 
rental fleets? Bags could be loaned at no cost to everyone who comes 
to enjoy our slopes and scenery with these companies. This, in turn, 
would show that Haines appreciates their presence and patronage and 
we as a community would love to see them again. While riding up in 
SEABA’s snowcat last Thursday with a mix of Canadians, Austrians, 
and locals, I asked why they wanted to come to Haines. “We see it in 
ski movies and magazines. If you want to ski big lines you come to 
Haines.” Agreement was echoed throughout the cab by many as our 
guide asked us if we would like to stop and take pictures of the swans. 
Let’s show our support for the international draw these companies 
bring to our home. 

                   Gen Armstrong

Air bags should be required for guides
So sorry to read about the death of another Southeast Alaska 

Backcountry Adventures guide, the second death of a guide while 
working for SEABA in two years. How is this acceptable? Haines 
Borough and the federal and state powers that be, do your job and 
require that all guides and their guests wear airbags, Ava-lungs and 
helmets while out skiing and boarding. My condolences to the guides, 
friends and family as well as to the greater Haines community. So sad.

        Thea        Schoettgen 
                Bear Valley, Calif.

Frustrating to wait for heli-ski changes 
Tom Morphet’s editorial reflects the same frustration we experienced 

dealing with this industry. Its leaders, owners, land and government 
agencies, and the Haines Borough (permit system) should be ashamed 
of themselves. They have turned a blind eye to obvious, common-sense 
changes that should have already been in place. After last season’s 
tragedies, I thought the companies would start requiring their guides 
to wear the (possible) protection available. Obviously no lessons 
learned – so sad.

    Marilyn Davis
    Bear Valley, Calif.

Art Jess will be missed  
Art Jess was a kind, thoughtful, generous man. His presence in the 

community will be missed.
       Gershon Cohen

Pacific Pile boosts Big Brothers 
 Haines Big Brothers Big Sisters appreciates the generous gift from 
Pacific Pile and Marine to support a more vigorous effort to recruit 
new volunteers, especially men.  This month’s CVN display ad also 
emphasizes the role that Bigs play in “Building Assets.” 

When an adult takes a personal interest in a youth and invests 
intentional, consistent time, that individual becomes a positive asset 
builder. Engaging a youth consistently in an active, healthy life, and 
helping them express a new view of their future, are a few examples. Our 
message that more men are needed doesn’t mean we don’t need Big 
Sisters. More volunteers mean more asset builders. Thank you, Brian 
Clark, and Pacific Pile and Marine, for helping make the next match. 

  For more information on our program, call 766-2151.
Burl Sheldon, Haines Community Director

By Eileen McIver
Art Jess ,  83, died at his 

home Saturday morning. A 
celebration of his life will be 
held 2 p.m. Saturday at the ANB 
Hall. Wife Leanne Converse 
said Jess had been declining in 
health. The Haines couple had 
recently returned to town after 
a winter vacation in Arizona. A 
full obituary will appear in next 
week’s CVN.

Former  res ident  Klover 
Cinocco, 6, is the 2014 Miss 
Buckwheat. Cinocco, who now 
lives in Skagway, was crowned 
Saturday at the annual Buckwheat 
Ski Classic Banquet. A young 
girl has been crowned each year, 
since the first Buckwheat race 
in 1986. “Being queen of the 
Buckwheat all year…I’m happy. I 
like it,” Cinocco said. She wore a 
bejeweled tiara and sash. She also 
gets to ride in Skagway’s Fourth 
of July parade.

 Jessica Edwards, Sierra 
Jimenez, Sara Chapell and Sally 
Andersen completed the Oakland 
Running Festival Marathon last 
weekend in Oakland, Calif. 
Times were: Jimenez, 4:04:13; 
Edwards, 4:22:29; Chapell, 
4:22:29; Andersen, 4:46:40. It 
was Andersen’s first marathon. 
Jimenez placed 9th in her age 
divis ion.  Each woman set 
a personal record. The route 
included along the perimeter of 
Lake Merritt, which glistened 
in the sunlight, Chapell said.  
Jimenez’s parents, Bonnie and 
Hayden Kaden, of Gustavus, 
making their way north from 
Mexico, joined the women 
in Oakland. Andersen’s sister 
Rachel Freeman of Portland 
met the group near the finish line. 

The group then headed to San 
Francisco, where they stayed at a 
Japanese hotel and recovered in 
baths, saunas and dipping pools.  

Barbara, Terry, and Natalie 
Pardee spent spring break in San 
Dimas, Calif., where they stayed 
with former residents, daughter 
Nichol and Josh Hibbard . 
Daughter and former resident 
Elizabeth Krout of Seattle also 
joined the group. The family 
enjoyed sunny weather in the 
70s, prompting Barbara to shop 
for sandals. Barbara said the 
gang enjoyed a touching visit to 
the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library in Simi Valley, where they 
walked through the Boeing 707 
airplane used as Air Force One 
during Reagan’s administration. 
They also visited the newly 
expanded Chinese Garden at the 
Huntington Library in San Marino 
and had picnics in the park. 

Local musher Jim Stanford 
and his team of dogs competed 
in the Yukon’s annual Silver 
Sled race, placing third in the 
20-mile division. Wife Deb also 
was there, along with Arthur 
Woodard and wife Dawn, who 
helped at the race start. The event 
also includes a 100-mile race. Jim 
said the Silver Sled is his favorite 
of all the mushing events he’s 
done. “It’s gorgeous and it’s a fun 
race.” He said a growing number 
of teams are looking to compete 
in informal races, which are also 
less expensive and require less 
exertion for the dogs.    

 Maco and Jeannie Ordonez 
of Guatemala City are enjoying 
a visit with cousin Joe Ordonez 
and Edie Granger. The Alaska 
first-timers are “blown away” 
by the snow-covered cars visible 

only by their rooftops. Highlights 
include dog sledding with Jim 
Stanford, walking out to the river 
across Mosquito Lake, visiting 
Skagway, flightseeing with Paul 
Swanstrom, and eating at 33 Mile 
Roadhouse and Mosey’s. 

Senior citizens celebrated 
Saint Patrick’s Day at the Haines 
Senior Center with a festive 
lunch that included corned beef, 
cabbage, roasted veggies and 
shamrock-shaped sugar cookies. 
Burl Sheldon and the Flatlanders 
played Irish tunes. Those 60 years 
or over who use the center’s 
services are also encouraged to 
attend game time Wednesdays 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the center. 
Games available include Scrabble, 
dominoes, chess, checkers, bridge, 
and cribbage. 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough Assembly 

Tuesday upheld its original 
decision to keep the 2,200-acre 
zone near Four Winds Mountain 
closed to heli-skiing after 
assembly member Dave Berry 
called for reconsideration of the 
issue.

Two heli-skiing operators had 
asked the Four Winds Mountain 
zone and four other  areas 
be opened for a month-long 
special event, but the assembly 
rejected the request at its March 
11 meeting. Berry called for 
reconsideration on the Four Winds 
area after a “good friend” told 
him the mountain goats weren’t 
in the Four Winds area at this 
time of year.

B e r r y  s a i d  Tu e s d a y  h e 
accidentally showed his friend a 
map of the Ferebee, believing it 
was a map of Four Winds.

Despite the mistake, Berry 
voted to allow opening of the area, 
as did assembly members George 

Campbell and Diana Lapham. 
Assembly members  Debra 
Schnabel and Joanne Waterman 
voted in opposition. Assembly 
member Jerry Lapp was absent.

Berry said he also asked for 
reconsideration after he went 
home and thought about his vote in 
the context of the recent economic 
development summit at the Chilkat 
Center. After “spouting off” about 
the importance of supporting 
economic development at the 
summit, he said he felt somewhat 
hypocritical voting against 
opening more heli-ski terrain.

“I think if the heli-ski people 
ask for five or more places and 
we give them one, I think that’s 
an excellent compromise,” Berry 
said.

Four members of the public 
testified Tuesday, with two people 
opposed to opening the Four 
Winds area – Chris Nagy and 
Joe Ordonez – and two in favor – 
Scott Sundberg and Karen Hess.

Assembly upholds
heli-ski decision
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Wonderings

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

TIMBER PIER ALMOST GONE -- A Pacific Pile and Marine worker positions a beam recently at 
the Port Chilkoot Dock. This week, only a few timber pilings remained. Borough officials say the 
project is progressing on schedule, with work to soon shift to Letnikof Dock. Tom Morphet photo. 

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

James Studley, thebrokerinhaines@gmail.com 
Pamela Long, realestateinhaines@gmail.com

Dave Long, hainesrealestate@gmail.com
Jeanne Beck, jeanne.hainesrealestate@gmail.com

NEW

HAINES HEAD START
a FREE federally-funded program

primarily for children of low-income families.

now enrolling children
for the 2014-15 school year

Children are age-eligible if they are 3 years old and 
not older than 5. Parents of children with disabilities 

are encouraged to apply. 
We provide

Applications and information are available at Head Start,
822 Spruce Grove Road. Stop in or call 766-2155.

After May 9, call 766-3397 or visit the regional office upstairs at Head Start

Great learning experiences • Child-friendly meals
Partnerships with parents • Developmental screenings

Health referrals and education

     On behalf of the Haines Glacier Bears men’s basketball team and Haines High School we would 
like to thank the following businesses and organizations for their overwhelming support in raising 
funds for our travel to the State 2A Basketball Tournament in Anchorage: Alaska Sport Shop, 
Olerud’s Market Center, Howsers IGA, Captain’s Choice, Fjordland, Miles Furniture, Alaska 
Seaplanes, Alaska Power and Telephone, Southeast Roadbuilders, Chilkoot Lake Tours, Del-
ta Western, � e Fogcutter, First National Bank of Alaska, American Bald Eagle Foundation, 
Parts Place, Wings of Alaska, Lutak Lumber, Tlingit Ink, Whiterock, River Adventures, Paci� c 
Rim Mechanical, Northern Construction, Bamboo Room, Fireweed, Dejon Delights, Turner 
Construction, Radio Shack, Wolverine Ready Mix, Richmond CPA, Jenny Lyn Smith Carving, 
F/V Teasha, House of Beads, Mana Massage, F/V Kealailani, F/V Lori Ann, HHS Women’s 
Basketball, Haines Volunteer Fire Department, the Booster Club and the Haines Sportsman’s 
Association along with every person that attended our dinner/auction, gave a donation, bid on an 
auction item and supported us at games this year. Also, a special thanks to auctioneer Bill Stacy, 
Richard Haas and Christy Verhamme for their help in the kitchen, Penny Fossman for helping 
organize the event and Mark McNamara for his enduring mentorship the past seven years.  
     In addition, all the parents for their help and commitment this year. � is amazing support 
sends a strong message to present and future members of our team what an awesome privilege it 
is to represent Haines through the basketball program. Our community can be proud of the way 
our players conducted themselves at the tournament; they played hard and never gave up while 
displaying outstanding sportsmanship and respect towards their opponents. Again, thank you for 
supporting your Haines Glacier Bears.                  
                                                                                                                        - Coaches Steve and Ann Fossman

        

Go Bears!!!

Found Object Assemblage Workshop
Alaska Arts Confluence presents

with Andrea Nelson
Techniques and Tools for Artistic Composition

 
Saturdays: April 12, 19, 26 10am-12pm
Location: Alaska Indian Arts
Registration: 303-0222

+
Made possible by 
Chilkat Valley Community Foundation
Alaska State Council on the Arts

+ = Art!

By Joe Parnell
For years I fantasized about 

playing my saxophone at the Gold 
Medal Basketball Tournament, 
not warming up, then scoring 20 
points, getting 15 rebounds and 
seven or eight assists. 

 It took me 15 years to get up 
the nerve. I played sax before 
Saturday’s game, mainly the 
scale. People in the bleachers 
held out their cell phones so fans 
in Klukwan could hear. I scored 
12 points, made 10 rebounds, had 
five or six assists and we won. For 
about three hours, I was a rock 
star. It’s good to know dreams are 
alive.

 To get to the championship, 
we had to beat Hoonah Friday. 
That was a true test, like trudging 
through three feet of snow without 
snowshoes, with tree branches 
hitting you in the face. 

 At one point in the first half 
of the Hoonah game, a player 
guarding me hit me in the eye and 
knocked my glasses up onto my 
forehead. I said to the referee, who 
was standing right there, “Geez, 
ref, he hit me in the eye.” 

 I was trying to adjust my 
glasses and wipe the sweat off 
the lenses and keep Hoonah from 
stealing the ball, with 300 Hoonah 

fans yelling at me, “You’re a 
whiner! You are always whining!” 
Plus other assorted comments 
regarding my lack of manhood. 
The ref finally blew the whistle for 
a time-out, and gave me a chance 
to fix my glasses. As he handed 
me the ball for the in-bounds play, 
the ref said, “I didn’t call a foul 
because he didn’t mean to.” 

 At Gold Medal, there’s room 
for interpretation. And people go 
to see warriors war, not free-throw 
shooting.

 Hoonah’s Greg Garcia is 
Spartacus. Hitting him on the 
court is like running into an actual 
wall. There is no give. He sprinted 
toward his own basket as we were 
finishing our offensive possession 
– every time. So I chased him 
every time, about twice a minute 
for 40 minutes. Man, was that 
hard. Playing in Gold Medal is 
one of the hardest things a person 
can do in civilian life. Marriage 
comes close, but that’s more of a 
mental thing. 

 Not  al l  the fans are as 
committed, though. At one point 
during the championship game, I 
looked over at the bottom of the 
bleachers where three boys about 
sixth grade were sitting on the 
floor cross legged and they were 
all looking at iPads up close. 

 I thought, “This is a teachable 
moment.” What’s important is the 
Klukwan-Kake game that is being 
played right in front of you. It’s 
tradition. It’s a big thing. What 
could be on an iPad that is more 
important than that? Nothing, 
that’s what. I hope in the future 
they don’t play Gold Medal as a 
computer simulation.

   

By Tom Morphet
Following the Wrangell school 

district’s hire of Jay Thomas, the 
Haines Borough School Board 
is down to a single finalist for 
its superintendent job – Ted 
VanBronkhorst, director of human 
resources for the Bering Strait 
School District.

 The public will get a chance to 
ask questions of VanBronkhorst at 
a community reception starting 7 
p.m. Friday at the Haines School 
library. The school board meets 
starting 9 a.m. Saturday, including 
a closed-door session, to decide if 
they want to offer VanBronkhorst 
the job. 

 Before Thomas was hired by 
Wrangell early this week, he and 
VanBronkhorst were scheduled to 
visit town concurrently.  

 At a workshop Tuesday, 
members of the district’s hiring 
committee expressed reluctance 
to return to its list of 16 initial 

applicants if the board isn’t 
satisfied with VanBronkhorst. 
“My No .  3 ’s  a l l  go t  bad 
recommendations from (current 
superintendent) Michael (Byer),” 
said Lilly Boron, who serves as a 
staff representative to the hiring 
group.

 “They weren’t running neck 
and neck,” said school board 
member Scott Doddridge. 

 Pointing to a number of 
open superintendent positions 
statewide, member Brian Clay 
suggested there may not be many 
choices left for the job. “The 
pool’s going to get thinner before 
it gets deeper.”

 Board chair Anne Marie 
Palmieri said she would lean 
toward a $95,000 annual contract 
for VanBronkhorst, who doesn’t 
hold a superintendent certificate. 
She said she would also seek 
a 235-day contract, 10 work 
days more than Byer’s contract. 

Palmieri said 235 days was in line 
with the state average for the job.

 Palmier i  sa id  rece iv ing 
certification as a superintendent 
could be written into a contract for 
VanBronkhorst. Besides creating 
a schedule for VanBronkhorst’s 
three-day visit here starting 
Thursday, the hiring committee 
on Tuesday developed a list of 
questions for the candidate.

 They include ones about 
budgeting, decision-making style 
and how to boost the district’s 
homeschool program.

 District staff members will 
get a chance to ask questions 
of VanBronkhorst at the school 
library starting at 3:30 p.m. Friday. 

 VanBronkhorst has worked as 
a principal in Aniak, a guidance 
counselor and math teacher 
in Skagway and a teacher in 
Wenatchee, Wash. He holds a 
master’s degree in education 
from the University of Alaska-
Anchorage. 

  

District down to a single finalist
Public can meet superintendent candidate Friday
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Nelson 
captures
Idit-a-Swim

Alaska’s salmon catch of 273 million 
salmon set a record last year– and so 
did the number of salmon returning 
home to state hatcheries.

� e 2013 Fisheries Enhancement 
Report by Fish and Game shows that a 
return of 112 million hatchery reared 
salmon made up 36% of the state’s 
salmon harvest.

� e breakdown by species was 63% 
of chum salmon, 38% of pinks, 23% of 
kings, 22% of cohos and 5% of Alaska’s 
sockeye salmon.

Unlike farmed � sh, which are 
crammed into nets or pens until 
they’re ready for market, Alaska 
salmon begin their lives in one of 35 
state and/or privately run hatcheries 
and are released as � ngerlings to the 
sea. 

Prince William Sound has the 
greatest amount of hatchery action 
-  last year 80% of the  Sound’s 
salmon catch was hatchery produced, 
including  88% of the chums, 80% 
of pinks and 45% of sockeye. � e 
hatchery catch was worth  $113 
million to PWS salmon � shermen, 
68% of the total value. 

Kodiak outpaced Southeast for 
hatchery catches last year.  Fish 
returns to the island’s two hatcheries 
accounted for 35% of Kodiak’s total 
salmon catch, nearly triple from 2012.  
� e value of $16 million was 26% 
of total exvessel value, an increase 
of $10 million.  � e hatchery catch 
breakdown was 12% chums, 20% coho, 
15% sockeye and 38% pink salmon.

At Southeast, hatcheries contributed 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
By Laine Welch

10% of the total salmon catch last year 
valued at $52 million, or 21% of the 
dockside value. � e breakdown was 
81% of chums, 32% of kings, 26% of 
coho, 14% of sockeye and 2% of pinks. 
Nearly 761,000 hatchery-reared coho 
salmon returned to Southeast, the 
largest ever.

� is year nearly 52 million hatchery 
produced � sh are projected to return 
to Alaska.

 Crab crunch - Lots of Tanner crab 
is coming out of Alaska this winter, 
popular in bu� ets and casual-dining 
restaurants throughout the country. 
Southeast Alaska wrapped up its best 
� shery in a decade with 80 crabbers 
hauling up one and a quarter million 
pounds in 11 days. At an average 
� shermen’s price of $2.70/lb, the 
Tanner � shery is worth more than $3 
million to the region.

� e snow crab coming out of the 
Bering Sea is a smaller cousin in the 
Tanner family. At one to two pounds,  
it is half the size of the Southeast crab.  
A Bering Sea snow crab catch of 54 
million pounds  could be hauled up in 
a couple of weeks. � e base price for 
snow crab of $2.15/lb is similar to last 
year, worth  nearly $120 million to the 
46 boats in the � shery.

Alaska snow crab will soon face a 
bigger competitor than its arch rival 
Canada, which already produces 
double the Bering Sea volume. Now all 
signs are pointing to a huge, untapped 
snow crab supply in the Barents Sea. 

Bundrant book - Trident Seafoods 
is a uniquely American story; one of 

home town boy makes good, claims 
John Van Amerongen, author of 
Catching a Deckload of Dreams.  It’s 
the story of Chuck Bundrant founder 
and CEO of Trident Seafoods.

 “� ink of a guy who hops into a ’53 
station wagon in the middle of winter 
in Tennessee and stops by to say good 
bye to family in Indiana and heads 
west,” Van Amerongen said in a phone 
interview.

Trident is now the largest source-
to-table seafood company in North 
America. Pretty good for a guy who 
got his start in � sh holds at Adak. 

Find “Catching a Deckload of 
Dreams,”  at the Trident Seafood 
website.

 Fish bits - � e Sitka roe herring 
� shery started March 20 and seiners 
took 5,000 tons in little over two hours. 
� ree more openers are expected 
to catch the total herring harvest of 
16,333 tons.

� e sales outlook for seafood is 
good for 2014. Progressive Grocer’s 
annual review of U.S. retail counters 
said that for the � rst time in 20 
years not a single retailer projected 
decreased seafood for sales this year. 
Other positives were stronger demand 
for wild � sh, certi� ed sustainable and 
seasonal seafood choices.

April 1 starts registration for take 
at home Fish Tech classes through 
the  University of Alaska/Southeast at 
Sitka. Technicians are badly needed in 
jobs throughout the state. Ask about 
internships and scholarships.  www.
uas.alaska.edu/career_ed/� sheries/.

� is column sponsored by :

Survey: Landfill important to residents

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2339
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

Salvation Army
Wednesday - Saturday

Closed daily 
noon to 1 p.m.

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Worship Service
11:15 am Sunday

 Andrea Nelson has won 
her third Idit-a-Swim title, 
swimming 975 laps in the 
Haines pool in nine days.

 Nelson’s finish included 
swimming 275 laps – about 
7.5 miles – in a single day, 
Feb. 10. 

 A 37-year-old museum 
employee and former team 
swimmer, Nelson said 
she wore fins for a lot of 
the event. She credited 
second-place finisher Bill 
Annis for her fast time. 

 “He pushed me harder 
than I ever would have 
pushed for that. I wouldn’t 
even think to push that 
hard, but he goes in several 
times a day and swims 
continually. I had to step 
up,” Nelson said.

 About 10 swimmers are 
participating in the race. 
Resident Fred Gray was 
closing in on third place 
this week, and most of the 
other swimmers are about 
midway along the course, 
said pool manager RaeAnn 
Galasso.

 New pool programs 
include a women’s masters 
swim group, led by Haines 
Dolphins assistant coach 
Diana Mallory, at 11 a.m. 
on Monday and Friday; 
Aqua Zumba, led by Deana 
Stout, 1 p.m. on Thursday 
and noon on Saturday; and 
“Yoga Flow,” a form of hot 
yoga led by Julie Vance 
11:45 a.m. on Tuesday and 
Thursday.

 The pool recently added 
several exercise machines, 
including an elliptical, 
treadmill  and rowing 
machine, Galasso said.

By Tom Morphet
The timing was apparently 

off for three Whitehorse, Y.T., 
residents who came looking for 
a party early Saturday night at a 
downtown bar.

 According to eyewitnesses, the 
trio showed up around 8 p.m. at 
the Pioneer Bar, in the third round 
of the weekly trivia competition 
that usually runs until 9:15 p.m. 

 The visitors were boisterous 
and appeared drunk, and in a few 
minutes, rang the bell three times, 
effectively buying three rounds of 
drinks for each bar patron, each 
round costing $90. Bell-ringers 
typically win applause in the bar, 
but the local trivia league tends to 
be competitive – and quiet.

 “Nobody cared. Nobody said 
anything. Nobody wanted the 
drinks in the first place. It was 
trivia night,” said trivia player 
Leigh Horner. Horner said she 
thanked the men for the rounds, 
“but they didn’t get the reaction 
they wanted. I felt something was 

By Karen Garcia
Preliminary results of a survey 

intended to gauge community 
behaviors and attitudes toward 
garbage, recycling and composting 
seem to indicate many Haines 
residents don’t believe there is 
a solid waste problem in need of 
solving.

Haines Borough Assembly 
member Debra Schnabel, who is 
conducting the survey, discussed 
preliminary results at a commerce 
committee meeting Monday. 

Schnabel, who maintains the 
borough’s current three-company 
system creates an unnecessarily 

competitive and “fractured” 
market, asked survey respondents 
whether they believe there is a 
problem with how the borough 
manages its solid waste.

About 38 percent of respondents 
had no opinion, 29 percent thought 
there isn’t a problem and 33 
percent thought there was.

The survey was sent out to 213 
randomly-selected post office box 
holders in Haines.

Schnabel has only received 
about 75 responses so far, but is 
hoping to have at least 170 before 
officially analyzing the results.

According to the preliminary 

results, 68 percent of people 
wouldn’t support establishing a 
tax in order to pay for consolidated 
service with mandatory pick-up. 
About 25 percent said they would 
support implementing a sales tax, 
while 7 percent said they would 
support a property tax to pay for 
the service.

Given the choice between the 
two options, 9 percent said they 
would choose to have a tax, while 
91 percent said they would rather 
see a base rate and user fees for 
the service.

Schnabel said one of the things 
that interested her most so far is 

that 51 percent of respondents said 
it is “very important” to have a 
landfill in Haines, with 27 percent 
classifying it as “important.”

Community Waste Solutions 
consultant Burl Sheldon also 
spoke at Monday’s meeting, 
pitching what he referred to as an 
“incredibly progressive” method 
for waste disposal that CWS has 
been working on.

Sheldon would not disclose 
a dollar amount for how much 
mandatory service would cost 
the average resident due to the 
“aggressively competitive nature 
of Haines’ waste business.” 

going to happen.”
 The players, who comprised 

most of the 15 or so customers 
in the bar at the time, tried 
diplomatically to quiet down the 
trio, but when that didn’t work, 
remarks started flying.  

When one of the visitors 
started blurting out answers to 
the questions asked by the game’s 
announcer, player Jeff Alvine 
“said something smart-alec” to 
them, Alvine said in an interview.

 A l v i n e  t h i s  w e e k  w a s 
apologetic. “It didn’t help matters. 
It was unnecessary. It was all 
unnecessary.”

 “That just set them off,” said 
trivia player Diane Sly, who 
described the visitors as very 
large and very intoxicated. One 
of the visitors crossed the bar and 
approached Alvine and grabbed 
him by the collar and pushed him. 

 Alvine’s  teammates  got 
between him and the Canadians 
until borough police officers 
Jason Rettinger and Josh Dryden 

arrived and calmed the men down. 
Rettinger said he ran background 
checks on the men and sent them 
home.

  Trivia player Ty Esposito 
said she appreciated that the trio 
had reportedly spent upwards of 
$1,000 around town. “Those guys 

can come back anytime, they just 
can’t be that obnoxious. They 
couldn’t get with the group.”

 The CVN was unable to reach 
the visitors for comment. Police 
confirmed that the men were 
from Whitehorse but declined to 
provide their names.

Interrupted trivia game sparks ruckus at bar   

Skier’s Special

Mountain Market & Cafe

Order by phone and allow approximately
30 min. for pick-up. Order by 2pm. 766-3340

In a hurry? 
Let us make your lunch! 

Sandwich, cookie, bag of kettle chips 
and bottled water for $9.95. 
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Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479

• Courtesy Van Service 
• Frequent Flyer Program

• Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

Daily fl ight schedule March 28 - May 2
Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU      Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY Depart SGY Arrive HNS

  7:15 am
11:15 am
  2:00 pm
  5:20 pm

  8:25 am  X Sun
11:50 am
  4:10 pm
  5:55 pm

  6:30 am
10:30 am
  1:15 pm
  4:00 pm

  7:05 am X Sun
11:05 am
  1:50 pm
  5:10 pm

  7:30 am  X Sun
 2:15 pm

 5:10 pm4:55 pm  7:15 am
  2:00 pm

Wings is proud to continue offering you reliable local 
service through the year.

Flight Schedule effective through April 30

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

   7:00 am  7:15 am M - F
   2:00 pm  2:15 pm Daily
  5:30pm  5:45 pm Daily 

  7:25 am  7:40 am M - F
  7:55 am  8:10 am Daily
  2:25 pm  2:40 pm Daily
  5:45 pm  6:00 pm M - F
  5:55 pm  6:10pm Daily

  7:00 am  8:10 am Daily
 10:45 am  11:20 am Daily
  1:15 pm  1:50 pm Daily
  4:45 pm  5:20 pm Daily
 4:45 pm  6:00 pm M-F via SGY

  7:50 am  8:25 am  M-F
  8:20 am       8:55 am       Daily
11:35 am       12:10 pm     Daily
 2:50 pm  3:25 pm       Daily
  6:20 pm  6:55 pm    Daily

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 

COST from page 1

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Thursday 27 No SGY 5:30pm
Friday 28 3:00pm 4:00pm
Sunday 30 3:00pm 4:00pm
Monday 31 8:45pm 10:45pm
Tuesday 1 3:00pm 4:00 pm
Wednesday 2 No SGY 7:15pm
Friday 4 3:00pm 4:00pm
Sunday 6 3:00pm 4:00pm
Monday 7 7:30pm 9:30pm
Thursday 10 No SGY 4:30pm

Thursday 27 3:30pm No SGY
Friday 28 11:30am 12:00pm
Sunday 30 11:30am 12:00pm
Monday 31 2:45pm 4:15pm
Tuesday 1 11:30am 12:00pm
Wednesday 2 5:15pm No Sgy
Friday 4 11:30am 12:00pm
Sunday 6 11:30am 12:00pm
Monday 7 12:45pm 3:00pm
Thursday 10 2:30pm No SGY

Klukwan keeps Masters title 
Best of 3 local teams at Gold Medal

Tues-Fri 2pm ‘til 6pm
Sat 12pm ‘til 6pm
Sun & Mon Closed

Outfi tter Sporting Goods

MIKE’S   
BIKES & BOARDS

Great selection of 
Sierra Designs and 

Helly Hansen raingear.

Check Out
Our Great 

Winter Deals

766-3221

Mon-Sat 8am ‘til 6pm
Sun Closed

Check out our men’s and women’s 
Sierra Designs down jackets.

instead of building a separate set 
of floats south of the existing ones.

 A f t e r  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e 
expenditure, member Dave Berry 
requested the estimate of operation 
costs and revenues. Berry said he 
wasn’t looking for a cost analysis, 

“but something rather simple.” 
“I’m just asking if (staff) have any 
idea what the potential additional 
costs would be and the potential 
extra revenue.”

 Later in the meeting, fiscal 
officer Stuart reminded assembly 

members they didn’t have money 
to complete the project.

 “We design things all the time 
that we don’t have money to build 
yet. That’s what we do. We design 
it. Then we go looking for the 
money and apply for grants. I just 
wanted to say you guys know you 
need to go find $7 million to build 
it,” Stuart said.

 Responded mayor Stephanie 
Scott: “We do know we’re short. 
We’ll probably need more money 
than ($7 million) and we’re going 
to find it.”

 Scott also supported the $1.7 
million appropriation, saying “you 
couldn’t find a better advisory 
group than the ports and harbors 
advisory committee. Those men 
and women have worked so hard 
on this, meeting with engineers, 
asking questions, sweating blood. 
They are not setting us up for 
failure.”

 The $1.7 million would pay 
for “wave barrier geotechnical 
investigation, environmental 
dredge investigation, a state and 
federal environmental permitting 
and compensatory mitigation 
plan, and final design through 
bid phase services for the wave 
barrier, dredging, gravel parking 
lot and sewer line relocation,” 
according to the resolution.

By Krista Kielsmeier
For a third consecutive year, 

Klukwan battled Kake in the 
Masters division title game 
at the Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament, with Klukwan 
repeating as champions, 67-59.

 Klukwan took a 27-15 halftime 
lead Saturday in Juneau, and the 
scoring picked up steadily after 
intermission. Jeff Sharnbroich 
led Klukwan with 24 points, with 
nearly half his total coming from 
the free-throw line.

Sharnbroich went on to be 
named MVP of the four-team 
Masters field, while teammates 
Joe Parnell and Chris Wassman 
earned all-tournament honors. 
Players in the Masters bracket 
must be at least 42 years old.

Although Kake went on a 
scoring flurry in the second half, 
Klukwan did its best to shorten 
the game, holding the ball during 
lengthy possessions that drained 
the clock.

“Most people won’t stall, 
because it’s just in their nature 
to drive, but these guys are old 
and said, ‘That’s a good idea,’” 
Parnell said.

The win was much narrower 
than last year’s 63-35 pounding of 
Kake, when Klukwan completed 
an undefeated run through the 
bracket. That Klukwan team 
featured MVP Rob LaRose and 

Haines High School basketball 
coach Steve Fossman. With those 
two stars absent this year, Kake 
got the best of Klukwan in their 
March 17 tournament opener, 
64-60.

That loss was part of a rough, 
0-4 start for Chilkat Valley teams 
at Gold Medal. The Haines 
Merchants fell  to eventual 
tournament runner-up Wrangell, 
61-47, on March 16, and the 
Klukwan Chilkats followed with 
a 99-81 loss to Hydaburg, which 
went on to win the “C” bracket.

The Chilkats, hampered by a 
back injury that sidelined Andrew 
Friske, were eliminated after 
a second loss, 69-57 to Sitka, 
despite Stuart DeWitt’s 27 points.

The Merchants looked to 
be back on track after a 74-38 
dismantling of Hoonah on March 
18, but they were out of the 
tournament by the next night, 
falling to Kake, 86-70. Tyler Healy 
was an all-tournament selection 
for the Merchants, and Will Egolf 
earned the Sportsmanship award.

That left the Klukwan Masters 
as the last Chilkat Valley team 
standing by the fifth day of Gold 
Medal, with only an 0-1 record. 
Klukwan then reeled off two 
straight wins, 88-66 over Sitka 
and 60-55 over Hoonah, to reach 
Saturday’s championship game.

Klukwan took a big lead in the 

rematch against Kake, and then 
secured the win from the charity 
stripe.

“I am always scared they are 
going to come and drop six 3’s in 
our face, so there is never a time 
when we are comfortable, but 
when they started fouling and we 
were going to the free throw line, 
that was when I knew we had it,” 
Sharnbroich said in an interview 
with the Juneau Empire.

Scoring in the title contest 
included Sharnbroich, 24; Guy 
Tompkins, 14; Parnell, 12; Frank 
Coronell, 8; Wassman, 5; and Don 
Nash, 4.

The “B” bracket also featured 
repeat champions, with Angoon 
topping Wrangell, 94-80, led by 
the Jamestown brothers, Jordan 
and Ozelle, and MVP Clayton 
Edwin.

This year’s tournament also saw 
the return of the women’s bracket, 
which had been on hiatus since 
2007. Yakutat edged Angoon, 
54-51, in overtime for the 2014 
championship. Hoonah and Kake 
also competed in the bracket.

The event recognized the 
members of the first women’s 
Gold Medal championship team, 
Prince of Wales, which topped 
the field in 1999. The team’s 
roster included resident Shannon 
Willard, who attended this year’s 
tournament.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  Yo u t h 
Development basketball season 
wrapped up last weekend in 
Juneau, with all four Haines teams 
posting top-three finishes.

The “C” girls won their division 
at the Mike Jackson Memorial 
HoopTime Shootout, topping a 
Juneau squad in the final. The “B” 
boys and “B” girls were runners-
up, falling to Juneau and Sitka, 
and the “C” boys placed third.

All-tournament performers for 
Haines included eighth-graders 
Dalton Klinger, Cameron Merklin-
Bauer and Dylan Swinton in boys’ 
“B,” eighth-graders Brittney 
Bradford, Makayla Crager and 
Tulsi Zahnow in girls’ “B,” fifth-
graders Carson Crager and Mark 

Davis in boys’ “C,” and sixth-
graders Aireona Davis and Lindy 
Hill and seventh-grader Tailer 
Olsson in girls’ “C.”

Most of the Glacier Bears took a 
3:30 a.m. ferry to make the start of 
the March 20-22 tournament. The 
“B” boys had three games that 
first day, and eight games overall, 
on their way to second place.

Haines athletes gained valuable 
experience and tested their 
improvisational skills during their 
grueling schedule.

“One of the fun highlights was 
seeing Tulsi Zahnow battle to 
the floor for the ball and, finding 
herself near her basket, she shot 
the ball from her knees and made 
it,” said coach Lori Giddings.

‘C’ squad wins HoopTime

Haines ‘C’ Squad: Front, from left, Natalie Crager, Luke Davis, 
Atlin Zahnow, Alissia Rogers. Back: Raine Winge, Gabrielle St.
Clair, Aireona Davis, Tailer Olsson, Lindy Hill. Matt Davis photo.
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Police Report

Only 2 apply for tourism director

 Bamboo Room 
Fri & Sat

7am - 2 pm, 5 pm - 9pm
Sun & Mon

7am- 2 pm, 5pm - 8 pm

Pioneer Bar

Friday 

Open MiC  7 pm

Saturday 
Trivia  7 pm

BLM from page 1

SarahJ’s Shoppe    
Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches

   Portage Street    766-2928

Mon - Fri  6:30 am to 2 pm 

Opens April 2

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Haines Borough Library 

Building Controls Conversion
Soliciting sealed bids from qualified 
& licensed contractors to perform 
the work for the above project. Bid 
deadline: 2pm local time, Thurs., 
4/10/14, at the Clerk’s Office, 
Borough Admin Bldg, 103 Third 
Ave S., PO Box 1209, Haines, AK 
99827. Bids may be hand-delivered 
or mailed. Bid documents are avail-
able at www.hainesalaska.gov/
rfps. Contact the Clerk for more in-
formation: mwebb@haines.ak.us 
or 907-766-2231 ext. 36 or 28.

Alaskan 
Liquor Store

Mon-Sat 11 am-7:30 pm
 Sun 12-7 pm

Expanded cigarette 
selection including 

electronic cigarettes

208 Main Street 766-3131 

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30
766-2320
CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

MOSEY’S CANTINA

� e harbor crane is 
back in operation 
with locked access. If 
you have purchased 
crane use, please stop 
by the harbor or ad-
ministrative o�  ce 
to pick up your key. 
Cutting of the lock 
will result in a � ne 
and replacement fee. 

Haines Harbor
Crane

TUES-Fri 10-5:30 
Sat 10-4

Spring   
RE- opening

766-2869 
24 portage st

Tuesday, April 1

Spring
HOURS

Spring Tune Up Special 
$50 plus parts offer through April 15

Your hometown bike shop 
for 26 years.

“And do not forget to do good 
and to share with others.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Hebrews 13: 16a

Monday, March 24
    Police cleared fallen rock from 
1.5 Mile Lutak Road.
    Police helped a motorist with 
a dead battery near 3 Mile Lutak 
Road.
      An out-of-town caller asked 
police to conduct a welfare check 
on an elderly man who had not 
been answering his phone calls. 
Police said they had been in 
contact with the man at the Small 
Boat Harbor and he was fine.
        A caller reported a man at the 
Small Boat Harbor had reported 
suspicious incidents that might 
indicate child abuse. Police told 
the caller an investigation is 
ongoing.
    A man reported he was 
walking his dog in the Chilkoot 
Estates subdivision when he 
came across a large brown 
bear print in the snow. The man 
wanted the public to be aware.   
Sunday, March 23
        A caller reported the recipient 
of a protective order may have 
violated conditions of the order 
by entering an unauthorized 
residence. An officer investigated 
and determined there was not 
enough evidence to prove the 
order had been violated.
     A person reported the theft of 
a cell phone from a boat in the 
Small Boat Harbor.
Saturday, March 22
   An out-of-town caller asked 
police to conduct a welfare 
check on a man who the caller 
was unable to contact. The man 
was fine.
   An officer responded to a 
downtown bar after a caller 
reported two men were preparing 
to fight. The men left the bar, and 
the officer told them they could 
not be in any establishment that 
served alcohol for the rest of 
the night.
Friday, March 21
       A caller asked for a message 
to be relayed to a man recently 
released from jail in Juneau who 
is now living in Haines.

    Police helped Alaska Power 
and Telephone access the 
Fish and Game building to do 
maintenance.
      A caller complained a person 
had called the taxi and then 
taken a motel shuttle to the 
ferry terminal. The caller said 
the motel shuttle was operating 
without a license.
     A man reported being a victim 
of fraud involving anti-virus 
software. The caller said he had 
recovered his money but wanted 
to report the incident. He was 
advised to contact the FBI.
   A man asked for help contacting 
the Canada border officials.
  A traffic stop resulted in a 
warning for a defective taillight.
Thursday, March 20
     A caller reported an altercation 
with a previous tenant in her 
apartment on First Avenue and 
Union Street. She was advised 
of her options regarding a 
protective order, but decided to 
only report the incident.
    A caller reported a car passed 
him in the school zone on Old 
Haines Highway and he was 
planning on making a citizen’s 
arrest. Police informed the 
caller about the appropriate 
procedures for citizen’s arrest. 
Police were unable to locate 
the driver.
    A man asked for ministerial 
assistance for himself and his 
wife who had been staying at 
a local motel and had run out 
of money. Ministerial Services 
responded to help the couple.
Wednesday, March 19
   An anonymous caller expressed 
concern a man hadn’t shown 
up for his booked room at a 
downtown bed and breakfast. 
Police were unable to locate 
the man.
   Police issued a parking citation 
for a vehicle parked in the 
handicap zone on Main Street 
and Second Avenue.

   A Fourth Avenue resident 
repor ted being solicited to 
purchase drugs via email. Police 
interviewed the caller for further 
details.
     A medical worker asked police 
to conduct a welfare check on a 
Deishu Drive resident the worker 
was unable to contact after a 
change in medication. The man 
was fine.
     A caller reported a rock slide 
at 9 Mile Haines Highway. State 
road crews were advised.
   A caller reported a possible 
drug transaction in the Spruce 
Grove area. Police documented 
the man’s observations.
Tuesday, March 18
   Troopers responded to a 
domestic dispute call at Mosquito 
Lake.
     Dispatch received 14 medical 
calls and four canine calls. 

 OPEN 

8 AM - 5 PM 
Monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

protection.”
According to Jeff Kowalczyk, 

BLM’s outdoor  recreat ion 
planner for the Anchorage office, 
the agency received about 35 
public comments on the draft 
amendment. Comments concerned 
recent research findings about 
the uniqueness of the local goat 
population, adequacy/inadequacy 
of flight buffers, wolverine and 
bear impact considerations, 
helicopter use effect on goats, 
and considerations given to 
establishing an ACEC given 
recent goat research.

In March 2013, Bittner said 
he met with the Chilkat Indian 
Village to discuss the draft 
amendment. At the meeting, tribe 
representatives expressed concern 
that reopening the land to heli-
skiing could endanger the goats 
that are integral to their culture.

“We got more engagement 
from the tribes down there around 
Haines when we came out with 
the draft. It’s pretty clear that this 
is part of their history and their 
culture,” Bittner said.

After hearing the Ring of 
Fire decision had been delayed, 
mayor Stephanie Scott and 
executive assistant to the manager 
Dars ie  Culbeck  contac ted 
Bittner to express their dismay 
at the decision, which Scott 
characterized as a surprise.

Local heli-ski operators have 
been awaiting a decision since 
about 2009, when Bittner ’s 
predecessor Jim Fincher decided 
the BLM wouldn’t issue any 
more permits for heli-skiing on 
the land until the final document 
was released.

Planning and zoning technician 
Tracy Cui said of the roughly 
234,000 acres of approved heli-
ski operating area on the borough 
map, 42 percent of it is not 
available because it is BLM land.

“Basically what really is 
happening is the operators don’t 
have access to the land that they 

had when they developed their 
business plan, so we would really 
like some kind of decision to be 
made,” Scott said.

 Scott, assembly member 
Schnabel, and Culbeck met in 
Klukwan with tribal council 
president Jones Hotch, tribal 
council secretary Brian Willard 
and consultant John Brower this 
week to discuss the Ring of Fire 
document, among other issues.

Hotch declined to comment on 
the meeting or the Ring of Fire 
document.

“The tribe really has a lot of 
influence on the performance 
or the decision that the federal 
government makes. I think they 
have decided to exercise their 
influence on behalf of their 
traditional values,” Scott said.

The  BLM’s  dec i s ion  to 
withhold permits for heli-ski use 
on the land is not a rule as much 
as an informal policy decision, 
Bittner said. Former field manager 
Fincher made a decision to hold 
off on issuing the permits, and 
Bittner said at this point he is 
sticking to his predecessor’s 
decision.

“I could permit activity in there. 
I’m not going to do it this winter, 
but we could permit some level 
of activity in there,” Bittner said.

When Scott found out the policy 
was flexible, she asked Bittner to 
make a decision on whether to 
issue the permits within 30 days. 
Bittner refused.

On Tuesday, the assembly 
voted unanimously to send a 
letter to Bittner and the borough’s 
Washington lobbyist calling for 
the permits to be processed and 
issued.

Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures co-owner Scott 
Sundberg said in an interview 
Wednesday he was disappointed 
with the two-year delay, as it 
keeps nearly half of the heli-ski 
industry’s potential operating 
terrain locked up. 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough recently 

filled three vacant or soon-to-be 
vacant positions. It is still looking 
for a tourism director to replace 
outgoing director Tanya Carlson.

Interim manager Julie Cozzi 
said the borough received only 
two applications for the tourism 
director position by the March 17 
review date. “We are continuing to 
accept applications to get a larger 
pool,” Cozzi said.

The two candidates thus far are 
Alaska Arts Confluence president 
Carol Tuynman and Sheldon 
Museum education coordinator 
Scott Pearce.

The tourism director position 
is being advertised in the Chilkat 

Valley News and websites for 
the borough, Alaska Municipal 
League, Workplace Alaska, Alaska 
Tourism Industry Association 
and Western Association of 
Convention and Visitors Bureaus, 
Cozzi said. 

Krista Kielsmeier, who worked 
as an administrative and public 
facilities assistant, has been hired 
to replace deputy clerk Michelle 
Webb, who is moving to Fairbanks 
this spring. The borough received 
five applications for the position.

Cozzi also hired Shawn Bell 
of Colorado, brother of Haines 
postmaster Genevieve Bell, as 
assistant harbormaster. His start 
date is April 1.

“He brings with him a lot of 

maintenance and construction 
experience as well as supervisory 
(experience) – all outstanding 
assets for the harbor,” Cozzi said.

Sierra Hinkle will also start 
work as the new police dispatcher 
April 1. With chief Bill Musser 
and officer Josh Dryden on the 
job now, Hinkle’s addition brings 
the department back up to full 
staffing.

Incoming borough manager 
David Sosa’s first day is April 8.

With the recent hires, the 
only job aside from the tourism 
director position being advertised 
at present is for a part-time pool 
lifeguard. 
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Un-Classified Ads

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

Job opportunities at  Mountain 
Market . Ful l  & par t- t ime 
positions available for food prep 
and baristas. Starting pay $10/
hr. Positions are year-round. 
Contact Deborah at 766-3340 
or email mountain_market@
yahoo.com. (cb)

Joseph is looking for a small, 
inexpensive office to open a 
haircutting shop. Please call 
early mornings.  766-2317.  
Thank you. (12p)

Job Opening: Alaska Nature 
Tours is seeking Naturalist/
Guides for the ‘14 season.  Full 
and part-time.  View wildlife 
and share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm for Haines.  
Leadership, articulation skills, 
First Aid/CPR required.  CDL 
driver training provided.  Call 
Jo Anna @ 766-2876 or email 
resume to antops@mac.
com(9-)

FOR SALE: 1990 Subaru Loyale 
station wagon. 314-0115 (11b)

Whimsical night lights, clocks and 
switch plates for kids 1-99. 
Buckshot & Bobby Pins. 221 
Main St.

HELP WANTED: Massage 
therapist.  Klondike Chiropractic. 
766-3555. (11cb)

Chilkat “Little “ Lake  2 bedroom 
house, 3 acres, guest cabin, 
boat, ski-doo, solar power 
system, (907) 303-0059.(10-
cb)

Joseph is looking for Spanish guitar 
lessons and/or instruction in 
music theory. 766-2317. (12p)

4.9Ac RIVERFRONT HOME: 
3BR + 1BA, decks, Toyo & 
woodstove, custom cabinets, 
rich garden +beds, lawns, large 
woodshed. (907) 767-5504. 
Burfl Acres on Facebook or #4 
Eagle Bluff Drive. (11cb)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWEED 

32  16 T T
37  23 T T
37  25 0 0
36  12 0 0
35  12 0 0
35  12 0 0
37  15 0 0

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date        High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date          High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Snow on ground: 22” Snow on ground: 42”

March 18
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23
March 24

35  30 0 2.4
40  31 trace trace
40  28 0 0
38  22 0 0
38  22 0 0
41  21 0 0
37  22 0 0

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

March 18
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23
March 24

Oriental Medicine Treats
• Trauma & Injuries
• Colds & Flu
• Headaches, and more

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Community Waste Solutions

• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEn 
10-3  M-S

MoMoi Silk 
Gillnet Web

Surf Fisheries Supply

Net orders arrive in April

Stormin Norman
723-4848






 










314-0434

PREMIUM YUKON 

(867) 634-2311  
dimoktimber@gmail.com

Dry Canadian Firewood  
Dry Timbers
Paneling 
Flooring
Siding 

FOREST PRODUCTS

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

766-2086
Emergency Calls  907-382-2068

“Your Haines Plumbing 
   & Heating Headquarters”

Houlberg
Plumbing & Heating, LLC.

Plumbing & Heating Services
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693
~Serving the Valley since 1994~

111 2nd Ave. Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm  766-2876

It’s Spring, is your gear ready for 
its next adventure? 

McNett Gear Aid in stock now. 
Revivex Waterproo� ng, Sport Wash, 
Sno Seal, Seam Grip, Aquaseal and 

more! 

Canal Marine & Auto

Tues-Fri 10am-5:30pm
Mon & Sat by appt

766-2437

Snowmachine Parts and Service
Stihl Chainsaws 

& More

FLOORING INSTALLATION
L & B Projects

Carpet, vinyl, linoleum, laminate
Residential and Commercial

Serving Haines & Skagway since 1987

Call Len 314-0150                                                                             
Free Estimates

Sales•Service
Tours•Rentals

766-2869

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office will be closed 
April 8-14th. 

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
In the matter of the estate of 
James C. Piper, deceased, case 

#1JU-14-00043PR
Superior Court for the State of 

Alaska at Juneau
  Notice is hereby given that Robert 
J Piper, PO Box 598, Haines, AK 
99827, 907-766-2603, has been 
appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the above-named estate. All 
persons having claims against the 
decedent are required to present 
their claims within four months after 
the date of the first publication of 
this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. 3/6/14 Robert Piper.

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 789-3127

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS
MON, WED , FRI and SAT

6 - 7 PM
Public Health Conference Room

Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg
Phone Mike: 314-0165

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Recite ye the 
verses of God 

every morn and 
eventide.”
~Baha’u’llah

LOGS: Extended special $170/
cord! Order now and take 
delivery before April 10 to 
get this special price! Dimok 
Timber (867) 634-2311. 

The Klukwan School is accepting 
Intent to Enroll forms for 
students in K-12 for the 2014-
2015 school year. Interested 
parents are asked to call the 
school to get more information 
about receiving a form via mail, 
fax or email. The school runs 
a bus from Haines and also 
makes a stop on Mosquito Lake 
Rd. Please call 767-5551 for 
more information.

HOLY MOLY! $10 rebates- 
Genesis Soda Stream starter 
kits. Buckshot and Bobby Pins. 
766-2450. (12b)

Ben Fairall Memorial
2pm Saturday, April 5

at the Assembly of God 
Church. 

Burial to follow at Jones Pt. 
5pm Potluck dinner at the 

American Legion. 
Everyone invited.
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SKI from page 1

FISH from page 1

Dave McGraw
 

&Mandy Fer

Haines Arts Council presents

Sunday • April 6, 2014
Chilkat Center 
7pm

Tickets at the door
Adults  $15
Students   $5
Family  $35

   Dinner starts at 5pm at Harriett Hall
Professional Auctioneer J. Moody

NOW OPEN

   766-3555 •225 Main St
      Most Insurance Accepted

and massage
Dr. Christopher Thorgesen

lawyers. They have deep pockets. 
It’s a concentrated dollar amount 
we get here in two months.”

Mulford said sales tax revenues 
generated by heli-skiing also will 
take a hit.

“The borough is  already 
forecasting for a loss in sales tax 
revenues. This probably follows 
suit. A really good season may 
have been able to offset that 
outlook. It’s something we’ll see 
when it comes to budgeting,” 
she said.

During Tuesday’s Haines 
Borough Assembly meeting, 
Sundberg revealed SEABA 
is putting together plans for a 
65-person, 11-day special ski 
competition next year. The people 
interested in participating in the 
competition are European, he 
said.

“They came from Europe to 
look at this about a week ago,” 

 A handful of Haines cross-
country skiers competed under 
sunny skies in last weekend’s 
circus-themed 28th annual 
Buckwheat Ski Classic, which 
featured costumed competitors, a 
giant snow fort carved to resemble 
a circus train, and a post-race 
aerialist show. 

 About 300 racers competed 
in the annual event, held at Log 

Cabin, B.C. Most skiers hailed 
from Whitehorse, Y.T. 

Men and women winners 
included: 50K: Dave Brook 
of Whitehorse, 3:03:40, and 
Janelle Greer of Whitehorse, 
3:42:52; 25K: Chris Schmidt 
of Whitehorse, 1:12:35, and 
Holly Goulding of Whitehorse, 
1:47:54; and 10K: Jeff Lister of 
Whitehorse, 0:37:39, and Lucy 

Steele Masson of Whitehorse, 
0:36:23.

Haines 10K finishers included 
Jennifer Allen (1:13:56), Beth 
Bolander (1:35:08), and Eileen 
McIver (2:00:00).

Haines 25K finishers included 
Chip Lende (2:07:27), Clinton 
Talley (2:38:42), Jane Pascoe 
(2:39:30), and Tom Morphet 
(3:38:45).

Emma Dohrn competed in the 
5K youth race with a time of 
1:26:10.       

Sundberg said. “It would be live 
telecast, three million European 
viewers. They want to paint the 
town. Big event, big sponsors.”

Sundberg said they picked out 
four areas for the competition. 
“Three of them are in boundaries, 
(but) their ideal is not. So we’ll 
leave that hidden until it’s time to 
bring that forward.”

In other heli-skiing news, the 
Haines Borough conducted the 
first of five GPS checks on three 
heli-skiing operators March 10 
and found no violations.

According to  the  March 
10 data, SEABA and Alaska 
Mountain Guides did not operate 
that day, and Alaska Heliskiing 
operated within the borough map 
boundaries.

A check on the coordinates 
of the March 15 fatal avalanche 
showed the SEABA operation was 
also in-bounds.

are finding loopholes to get around 
harvest regulations for fish, crab 
and shrimp.

 Saupe also said Fish and Game 
would stand to increase its revenue 
considerably if it made Yukoners 
pay full price for fishing licenses.

 Tour ism di rec tor  Tanya 
Carlson and executive assistant 
to the borough manager Darsie 
Culbeck also supported the 
existing arrangement. 

Carlson said supporting the 
bill would contradict the tourism 
department’s “Good Neighbor” 
campaign, which encourages 
Yukoners to visit Haines. “That 
is not being a good neighbor,” 
she said.

 In an email sent to Scott 

Wednesday, Kreiss-Tomkins said 
he wouldn’t have the bill heard 
in the Fisheries Committee. “For 
all intents and purposes, HB 368 
is dead,” Kreiss-Tomkins said. 

 Kreiss-Tomkins brought the 
issue to the legislature after 
learning the Upper Lynn Canal 
Fish and Game Advisory Council 
had voted last year to send 
letters to Fish and Game and the 
legislature asking the state to 
terminate the reciprocal fishing 
license agreement. Fish and Game 
Commissioner Cora Campbell 
denied the request.

 The reciprocal fishing license 
allows Yukon Territory residents 
to buy fishing licenses for the same 
price paid by Alaska residents.

Residents compete at 28th Buckwheat
Eileen McIver of Haines, center, competed in the Buckwheat 10K ski at Log Cabin,  B.C. last weekend.


