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SUNNY DAYS: Heather Mortensen makes the most of the last rays of evening sun by exploring Chilkoot 
Lake’s calm, smooth waters via kayak on Saturday. Larissa Barrett photo.

Governor’s vetoes 
hit seniors, schools

Spiritual ‘water bless-
ing’ honors life of young 
Haines man

Research: proposed mine tailings 
ordinance will not be effective

High bidder for harbor project 
complains to assembly 

By Jenna Kunze
On June 26, a year to the hour 

of the death of 23-year-old Mario 
Julian Benassi, more than 60 out-
of-town visitors, Alaska Natives 
from Chilkoot Indian Association 
and Klukwan, and indigenous South 
American spiritual leaders joined 
along the confluence of the Chilkat 
River and the inlet for a water 
blessing.

Aquasension, the three-day 
festival organized by the father, 
Mario Benassi, centered on spiritual 
activism honoring the Chilkat Valley 
watersheds, spurred by the tragic 
death of a son, musician, friend 
and yogi.

Benassi said growing up in Haines’ 
waters colored his son’s experience 
of the world, inspiring a job as a 
river guide and much of the music 
he wrote. 

Last June, his son drowned in 
California’s Yuba River, right after 
saying a prayer for the water, a 
witness and friend said.

“He was the ultimate water 

blessing,” Benassi said of his son.
Ashtara Kukuk, who met the 

younger Benassi on the beach in 
Hawaii in 2014 and later visited him 
in Haines, said her friend was “always 
talking about the salmon.” This past 
January, Kukuk traveled to Peru, 
where she met indigenous elders 
from Colombia. She was planning a 
celebration of life with Benassi at the 
time and felt compelled to invite the 
shamans to the Aquasension.

“Usually they divinate, they ask 
the waters,” Kukuk said. “But there 
wasn’t even a pause for an inhale, 
it was just, ‘Yes, we’re going to 
Alaska.’” 

Senchina, 60, and Sewigu, 32, are 
spiritual leaders, or Kogi people, 
from the Sierra Nevada de Santa 
Marta mountains in Northern 
Colombia. Sewigu is on the path of 
becoming a mama, or an enlightened 
one, (a process that begins as early 
as 3 years old, when children are 
selected to spend up to 18 years 

See WATER page 8

By Jenna Kunze
Borough manager Debra Schnabel 

said Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s deep cuts 
in public services will make living in 
Alaska more difficult and she expects 
a mass exodus from the state due to 
dwindling services.

“I think who’s going to be hit 
the hardest are elderly people and 
families with young children,” she 
said. “Many of the things that we 
have that enhance our community 
will not be tended to or just won’t 
be there, period.”

Low-income Haines residents 
will be affected by deep cuts to 
Medicaid funding and almost 100 
senior citizens will lose monthly cash 
benefits under the governor’s budget 
vetoes announced June 28. The cuts 
took effect with the start of the state 
fiscal year on July 1.

As of January, 86 Haines seniors 
received the monthly cash benefits, 
according to Alaska Commission 
on Aging spokesperson Denise 
Daniello. That’s 16 percent of 
the community’s 65-and-older 
population, a portion Daniello called 
“pretty significant.”

The benefits ranged from $75 
to $250 a month, depending on a 
senior’s income. The program started 
in 2004 and served more than 11,300 

seniors before Dunleavy vetoed the 
$20.8 million appropriation.

Other budget cuts imposed by 
the governor’s vetoes include state 
funding for local school construction 
debt, along with total elimination 
of state money for public radio and 
TV and the Alaska State Council on 
the Arts.

Dunleavy also eliminated the 
Ocean Rangers program, which 
puts marine engineers aboard cruise 
ships to ensure that vessel operators 
comply with state environmental 
laws. Though the decade-old program 
was funded by a per-berth tax on 
the industry, not state general fund 
dollars, the Dunleavy administration 
said it imposed an unnecessary 
regulatory burden on the industry. 

The vetoes will stand unless 
the Alaska Legislature, which 
reconvenes in special session on 
July 8, can muster a three-quarters 
majority, 45 of 60 votes, to override 
the governor’s actions. The deadline 
for a veto override is July 12. The 
Legislature could vote on the entire 
budget bill at one time or vote on 
individual vetoes item by item.

In announcing his $444 million 
in vetoes from the state operating 

Hot Shots hit the mark in Chugiak

Priscilla Hotch, Smitty Katzeek and Michalene Hotch, three generations 
of the same family, cut the ribbon at the unveiling of the Frog House 
treasures at the Jilkaat Kwaan heritage center on Monday. The pieces 
were returned last month after being held in the Alaska State Museum 
for more than 30 years. “There’s been a gaping hole in Klukwan for all 
the years those things were absent from here,” said Lani Hotch, executive 
director of the heritage center, last month.  Jenni Hotch-Hill photo.

See VETO page 2

By Jenna Kunze
On June 27, borough staff 

recommended the assembly proceed 
with awarding a harbor project to 
low-bidder Hamilton Construction. 
But the assembly took no action 
after public facilities director Brad 
Ryan removed himself from further 
discussion following allegations 
against him by the losing bidder and as 
a former assembly member accused 
that same bidder of inappropriately 
lobbying assembly members to rebid 
the job.

Last month, bids for the Portage 
Cove boat-launch project came in 
$1 million over engineer estimates.

The project consists of installation 
of a two-lane boat launch ramp, 
parking lot and harbor park. The 
work also includes five possible 
smaller projects, including water, 
sewer and electrical work. 

Construction will likely start and 
finish next summer, Ryan said.

Skagway-based  Hami l ton 
Construction was the low bidder 
at about $5.8 million. Southeast 
Roadbuilders was the only other 
bidder, quoting nearly $6 million. 
Southeast  Roadbuilders was 
represented by area manager Roger 
Schnabel, who sold the company to 
a subsidiary of The Colas Group, 
Colaska, in January 2018 and has 
remained on for a transitional 

period.
The borough already intended to 

spend about $750,000 of state grant 
money on the project, but is now 
deciding how it will come up with 
an additional $1 million.

Ryan told the assembly on 
Thursday that staff recommended 
awarding Hamilton the job, cutting 
out some work items to save 
$250,000 by removing landscaping, 
concrete memorials, restroom access 
stairs and a covered shelter.

With those cuts, the borough would 
spend most of the state grant funds 
it has available, holding back some 
of the state money for designs of 
permanent moorage floats, Ryan said.

Ryan was put in charge of a staff 
negotiating team with Hamilton 
Construction after borough manager 
Debra Schnabel recused herself last 
month, citing a potential conflict of 
interest — Roger Schnabel is her 
brother.

Prior to Thursday’s meeting, 
Roger Schnabel privately contacted 
four assembly members to push for 
rebidding the project. He argued 
that Hamilton Construction did 
not comply with the terms of the 
bidding process, according to 
Schnabel’s interpretation of the 
contact timelines.

He contested that the unofficial 

bid results, emailed by the borough 
manager’s executive assistant Krista 
Kielsmeier June 4 at 8:51 p.m., 
counted as the official posting of the 
bid, which would start the clock on 
when the apparent low bidder had 
to submit required paperwork to get 
the contract.

“These are draft bid results, not 
yet confirmed by the engineers,” 
Kielsmeier wrote in the e-mail to 
Schnabel and Hamilton, with bid 
results attached.

Borough clerk Alekka Fullerton, 
backed by borough attorney Brooks 
Chandler, called Roger Schnabel’s 
claim on the official posting date 
“unequivocally untrue.”

 “The term ‘notice’ is a term of 
art,” Fullerton said, “We had to (post) 
notice, not just give notice. We had to 
publish the notice in a specific way, 
and we did that.”

Ryan posted a memorandum 
with official bidding results and 
instructions for the lowest bidder 
on June 12. 

“The apparent low bidder has 
until 4:30 p.m. on June 17, 2019, to 
submit the Subcontractor’s Report, 
Section 00360 to the Engineer 
Department Contracts Office,” said 
the memorandum posted on the 

See BID page 8

By Jenna Kunze
A proposed ordinance aimed at 

limiting storage of hazardous liquids 
within one mile of waterways will not 
meet its intended goal of regulating 
a mine tailings dam, according 
to the borough attorney and an 
environmental consultant.

On June 26, borough manager 
Debra Schnabel, public facilities 
director Brad Ryan, assembly 
member Will Prisciandaro, borough 
attorney Brooks Chandler and 
environmental consultant Enrique 
Fernandez discussed the usefulness 
of the ordinance.

They reported that state and federal 
code exempt “waste rock from a 
mining operation” from the definition 
of hazardous materials, which the 
proposed ordinance was intended 

to regulate.
“If the Haines Borough is 

attempting to identify tailings or 
waste rock as hazardous waste, this 
ordinance would not achieve that 
goal,” Schnabel said. “I think we just 
have to step back and find other ways 
to address our concerns for mining 
waste rock.”

Prisciandaro, who introduced 
the ordinance in April, said it was 
intended to regulate potential mines 
in Haines from a catastrophic tailings 
dam breach, like those recently in 
British Columbia and Brazil.

“This is a way to put a regulation 
in place that will help protect 
our environment here while still 
allowing industry,” he said.

In their preliminary economic 
assessment, Vancouver-based 

Constantine Metal Resources has 
proposed a dry-stack tailings method 
for its potential mine about 35 miles 
north of Haines. The company is 
continuing its exploratory work of the 
copper, zinc, silver and gold deposit, 
known as the Palmer Project.

“Even with dry stack technology, 
there will be seepage, and the 
possibility of contamination without 
a system that recycles or treats the 
drain water,” Schnabel wrote in a 
memo to staff July 1. “Staff will 
direct its attention to Constantine to 
make provisions for a seepage control 
system of dry stacked material; this 
may be addressed in a new, more 
specified regulation.”

Schnabel will present staff’s 
research to the borough assembly 
on July 18.

By Peter D’Auria
The Haines Hot Shots are living 

up to their name.
At the annual AlaskaYESS (Alaska 

Youth Education in Shooting Sports) 
State Championship June 5-8 in 
Chugiak, the Haines shooting club 
took home honors.

 Marksmen Colton Combs, James 
Stickler, and Alex Weerasinghe, all 
aged 11, together won a trophy in the 
novice division for overall high score.

Colton took second place in 
sporting clays, Alex took third place 
in trap, and James won first place in 
trap and third place in wobble trap. 
Bear Scott, 11, took second place in 

intermediate-division wobble trap. 
The team competed against about 
130 shooters from around Alaska 
in five events: Trap, skeet, sporting 
clays, double trap and wobble trap. 
Each shooter shot 100 rounds in each 
event, not counting practice shots. 
Coach Nicole Holm estimated that 
each team member fired about 600 
rounds total.

“We’re really happy with the kids,” 
Holm said. “They had some really 
tough shooting conditions. It was 
hot and standing out in that sun all 
day can wear on you.”

Alex said the most difficult 
event was the sporting clays, 

in which targets are launched 
unpredictably.  “You didn’t know the 
direction which way the birds were 
going,” he said. “Some were going 
straight up and some were rolling on 
the ground.”

Alex said he was proud of his 
results. “I had a really fun time,” 
he said.

Shooting so many rounds takes it 
toll on the body. After the competition, 
Colton Combs said his shoulder was 
sore. But that didn’t slow down the 
young athletes. Asked how they 
celebrated their win, Combs said, 
“we played football.”



Page 2        Chilkat Valley News                        June 27, 2019

I’m sure it is probably financially effective, and fast to remove 
vegetation in this chopping machine manner. But at what cost 
to the beauty? 

Sherry Nason

We here at The Salvation Army would like to share with you an 
exciting opportunity for you to“Help Us, Help Haines.” On the 
first of July we will be kicking off our first annual “Christmas in 
July” campaign. Since many of you have participated you know 
that we do the majority of our fundraising during the Christmas 
season. By summertime, things are getting a little thin, so in an 
attempt to have the funding to continue the services and programs 
you have come to expect from The Salvation Army, we are going 
to incorporate a summer fundraiser entitled “Christmas in 
July.” We will have a summer kettle at Howsers IGA market, 
and counter kettles at various locations. We will also be doing 
a summer food drive and other fun activities. Watch for flyers. 
We will end with an appreciation barbecue sometime towards 
the end of July, to be announced. The funds collected during 
this event will go towards two separate programs:

 Youth Programs. To help us continue to offer camp 
scholarships, school supplies and character building programs 
to our youth. 

Emergency Disaster Services. We would like to establish a 
fund to assist our local first responders with water, meals, and 
emotional and spiritual support when they are deployed. The 
funds would also go towards victims of disasters for temporary 
housing and basic necessities. Please watch for flyers and the 
activities so you don’t miss your opportunity to “Help Us, Help 
Haines.”

God bless, Captain Kevin Woods

Dear Editor of the Chilkat Valley News:
From 1945 to 1950 I lived in Haines, Alaska. My father, Kenneth 

F. Fox was pastor of the Haines and Klukwan Presbyterian 
Churches. A memory is of my father seeing the fishing boats 
arriving, and going to the dock to buy fish for our family to eat. 
It was delicious and wholesome.

I recently read where Constantine Metals is preparing to mine 
copper and zinc in the Palmer Project, leaving behind a sulfide 
deposit, which will contaminate the Glacier creek, Klehini and 
Chilkat Rivers.

Where will the salmon spawn when their systems are affected 
with the sulfide leaking into the waterways? Where will the 
eagles and bears come to feed when the salmon have forgotten 
their spawning grounds? Where will adults who love the Alaska 
salmon get their wholesome food? Contamination? Please stop 
Constantine Metals mining what will destroy so much.

By the way, I still visit the Haines area and love its beauty.
Sincerely,
Margaret A. Fox

Thursday, July 4
4th of July Festivities, parade at 11 a.m., 

activities in Tlingit Park after parade.
Salmon Bake and 1/2 price flea market at the 

ANB/ANS Hall from 3:00-6:00 p.m. Sponsored 
by Alaska Native Brotherhood & Alaska Native 
Sisterhood. Hope to see you there. 
Saturday, July 6

Monthly fish net recycling collection, drop off 
clean, stripped and bundled nets from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Recycling Center. $15. Call Molly at 766-
1571, 723-7182 or 766-3000 for more information. 

Haines Volunteer Fire Department Texas Style 
Barbeque, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Firehall. Takeout 
available. 

Third Annual Chilkat Challenge Triathlon, 
Starts at Mosquito Lake at 10 a.m. and ends at 
Chilkat State Park. Boating, Biking, Running. More 
than 60 competitors to date. Awards Ceremony/
Dinner at the Parade Grounds begins at 5 pm.
Monday, July 8

Public Safety Commission, 5:30 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers. 
Tuesday, July 9

Finance Committee, 5:30 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers. 
Thursday, July 11

Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers. 

Friday, July 12
Luncheon, 12 p.m. at the Harbor Bar. Joint 

Haines Miners - Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
hosting Constantine for Palmer Project updates. 

HEDC Meeting, 3:00 p.m. in the assembly 
chambers.
Tuesday, July 16

Commerce Committee, 5:30 p.m. in the 
assembly chambers. 

Yoga in the Garden, All ages yoga class at 
5:15 p.m. at the Starvin’ Marvin School Garden. 
Donations accepted. All proceeds support the school 
garden program. Light refreshments and snacks will 
be served. 
Thursday, July 18

Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
in the assembly chambers. 
Friday, July 19

Household Hazardous Waste Collection, 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the public works shop yard. Continues 
July 20 or until containers reach their capacity. 
Tuesday, July 23

Planning commission workshop, 5:30 p.m. at 
the Haines Public Libary
Thursday, July 25

Southeast AK State Fair, “Wish Upon a Fair”. 
Buy tickets online at seakfair.org
Tuesday, July 30

Training for Potential Candidates, 5:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Clerk’s office will conduct 
a short training for thos contemplating a run for 
borough assembly or school board.

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
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By Tom Morphet
More than 100 people stopped at 

the Pioneer Bar Saturday to honor 
Helen Tengs, 93,who has moved to 
Juneau’s Pioneer Home. Helen lived 
above the bar with daughter Christy 
and Bob Fowler and grandsons 
Chevy and Marty. Now she’ll be 
closer to son Tony Tengs. Helen’s 
niece and grand-niece Wendy and 
Kisa Bergstrand created floral 
mini-cupcakes with rosemaling and 
Charlie Williams made homemade 
fry-bread and strawberry syrup. 
Christy and Tony serenaded their 
mom with original songs. Cathy 
Pashigian sang one of Helen’s 
favorites, “Somewhere My Love.” 
Nancy Nash led the Haines Women’s 
A Capella Choir through personalized 
renditions of popular songs, and 
Helen joined Tom Heywood to sing 
old-time favorites. Sue Waterhouse 
led the Haines Marching Band 
through the party. Helen was 
surrounded by friends Joan Snyder, 
Ann Quinlan, Doris Peck, Marilyn 
Wilson, and Josie Johnson.

Trudy Hebert, who taught grades 
1-8 at Haines School, died in 
Mesa, Ariz., June 12. She was 103. 
Trudy came to Haines in 1948 with 
husband Hans and sons Budd, 
Gary and Den Hebert. Trudy and 
Hans lived at 1.7 Mile Mud Bay 
Road and built the “pink house” 
there. The family moved in 1974 to 
become missionaries for the World 
Presbyterian Church. Donations 
in Trudy’s name can be sent to 
University Presbyterian Church, 139 
E. Alameda Dr., Tempe, Ariz. 85282.

Team Trois Rivieres, including 
Tim Hockin of Haines, Sam 
Best, Skagway, Kate Meemken, 
South Haven, Minn., and Sarah 
Waterman, Saint Joseph. Ill., raced 
their canoe to  the midnight sun in the 
2019 Yukon River Quest June 26-29. 
They finished second among mixed 
4-person teams; 118 teams made the 
444-mile journey from Whitehorse, 
Y.T. to Dawson City. Team Trois 
Rivieres placed 22nd overall.

A team of Haines softball players 
finished second of 12 teams in 
Skagway’s annual co-ed softball 

tournament. Teams came from 
Skagway, Juneau, Haines and 
Whitehorse, Y.T. to play. The 
Haines squad included Liz Segars, 
Holly Irwin, Kate Newton, Ariel 
Venglar, Amber Winkle, Olivia 
Duner, Gwen Foust, Cassandra 
Nash, Daniel Stickler, Adrian 
Nash, Brian Elliott, Tom Ward, 
James Hart, Jesse McGraw, Daniel 
Klanott, and Jeffrey Klanott.

Anna Jacobson is in town with 
friend Chris Naughton. They live 
in Santa Barbara, Calif. They’ve 
been spending time with Glen, 
Alison, Libby and Ketch Jacobson 
and wake-boarding, hiking, and 
kayaking. They saw orcas while 
hiking out to Battery Point. They 
leave this week to attend Fran Daly 
and Alex Van Wyhe’s wedding in 
Copper Center July 7.

There is a full house at Jenny 
Lyn and Bruce Smith’s home. 
Daughter Azure and husband Matt 
Jensen are here for six weeks from 
Fort Worth, Texas with children 
Wade, 16, Camden, 10, and Tori, 
7. Matt’s brother Andrew Jensen 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., and friend 
Mark Ryan from Florida are here 
visiting. Last week Matt, Andrew, 
Mark and Wade hiked the Chilkoot 
Trail. Azure’s friend Loree Spencer 
and her children Max, 15, and 
Madeline, 11, of Cincinnati, Ohio 
have also joined the group. They’ve 
been hiking, fishing and swimming.

Vaughn Avery visited old friends 
this week. He recently returned from 
spending three months in El Salvador 
where he was teaching theater and 
producing plays with a group of 
young adults. The troupe wrote and 
performed about gangs and violence 
in their country. Vaughn will next be 
headed to Eugene, Ore.

Betty Richter of Sitka was in town 
last week, helping out sister-in-law 
Holly Davis and volunteering at 
the Presbyterian Church’s Vacation 
Bible School.

Haines Friends of Recycling will 
be on hand at the Fourth of July 
picnic at Tlingit Park to keep the 
event earth-friendly. Call Melissa 
Aronson at 766-2185 to help out.

The summer is bringing together 
the Hays family. Mori will be in town 
next week to hike the Chilkoot Trail 
with his family. He’s a sophomore 
at University of Alaska-Fairbanks 
studying mechanical engineering. 
Mom Yuko Hays is in her third 
year of studying art at Philadelphia’s 
Studio Incamminati Mori’s older 
brother Kai Hays is here for summer 
work. Yuko and husband Ed Hays 
will be in town into August.

Larry and Jeanne Beck celebrated 
their 26th anniversary recently 
watching daughter Jayda Beck play 
little league baseball. Jayda pitches, 
catches and plays first base.

Is beauty the price we have to pay?

Christmas in July

Mining threatens life in Alaska

budget, including early childhood 
education, Dunleavy added to $190 
million in cuts already approved by 
lawmakers. The total is more than 
10 percent of state general fund 
spending.

The governor said he will propose 
additional spending reductions next 
year as he strives to make good on 
his campaign pledge to cut state 
spending — without any new taxes.

The governor’s other campaign 
promise to pay a $3,000 Permanent 
Fund dividend is unresolved. 
Legislators, when they meet in special 
session, will continue to debate the 
merits and affordability of paying 
out about $2 billion to individual 
Alaskans while significantly cutting 
community services.

In Haines, the governor’s veto of 
half the state funding for local school 
construction debt payments will put 
the borough on the hook for about 
an additional $450,000 to cover the 
loss of state aid in fiscal year 2020, 
which started July 1.

The  cu t  to  schoo l  deb t 
reimbursement is the largest hit to 
the borough from the vetoes. The 
state has helped the borough pay 
70 percent of its school bond debt 
every year since Haines built its $17 
million school in 2005. This year, 
the reduction in state reimbursement 
will be covered with higher property 
taxes.

Earlier this month, the borough 
assembly took a gamble when it 
raised the property tax mill rate by 
0.17 mills in the townsite area to 
pay for the bond payments, banking 
Haines would lose half of the state 
aid. The governor had originally 
proposed a 100 percent cut in state 
funding for the reimbursement 
program.

Overall, the governor’s budget 
vetoes hit education hardest, with a 
$130 million cut to the University of 
Alaska budget, which the university 
president called “devastating,” 
adding, “we may likely never 
recover.” When added to the minimal 
$5 million cut already approved by 
legislators, the combined reduction 
totals a 41 percent slash in state 
funding for the university system 
this year.

The university’s board of regents 
has not yet decided how to spread 
the cuts across campuses statewide.

Additional cuts ordered by 
the governor include all funding 
for early childhood programs 
through the state’s Department of 
Education and Early Development. 
That money has paid for student 
enrollment at Haines Head Start and 
the Parents as Teachers program, 
which sends staff into homes to 
work with parents and children.

He also vetoed $800,000 to 
public libraries for Online with 

Libraries and Live Homework Help 
programs.

After education, the second largest 
collection of budget cuts was to 
health and social services programs, 
a $90 million hit, with most of that in 
Medicaid, including eliminating the 
adult dental care program.

The Care-a-Van service that 
transports Haines seniors will not 
be affected by the vetoes, according 
to Department of Transportation 
spokesperson Debbi Howard. She 
said the state has enough remaining 
money from previous grants to pay 
communities to continue the service.

Public radio station KHNS, which 
serves Haines and Skagway, will 
have to deal with the loss of $75,000 
it normally receives in state funding. 
Station manager Kay Clements 
described it as “cutting fat off a lean 
machine.” Clements said the station 
is looking at switching to a less 
expensive national news provider 
and examining other money-saving 
strategies.

The Alaska State Council on the 
Arts, which lost all of its funding in 
Dunleavy’s vetoes, supplies grants 
to the Haines Sheldon Museum and 
the Haines Council on the Arts to 
bring musicians to the Chilkat Valley.

Helen Alten, museum director, said 
the Haines Sheldon Museum had 
expected to receive a $5,000 grant 
from the council that would have 
helped with personnel costs. 
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‘A family affair’: local 
novelist follows daugh-
ter’s lead
By Peter D’Auria

With the publication of his first novel, Haines resident Tom McGuire 
is following in the footsteps of his daughter.

“Steller’s Orchid,” McGuire’s first published fiction, was released 
this month by Boreal Books, an Alaska-based imprint of independent 
California publisher Red Hen Books.

The novel takes place in 1924 and follows John Lars Nelson, a 
young botanist, who embarks on an expedition to the Shumagin 
Islands in the Aleutians in search of a fictional Alaska orchid. “Steller’s 
Orchid” explores a little-known time in Alaska history, said McGuire, 
the period after the Nome gold rush when the fur trade with Siberia 
was flourishing.

“I don’t like genre,” McGuire said. “But I’d like to think of it as 
being a literate adventure story.”

The penchant for creative writing runs in the family. Tom McGuire’s 
daughter, Rosemary McGuire, has won accolades for her own 
writing. She has written a book of short stories, “The Creatures at 
the Absolute Bottom of the Sea,” and a memoir, “Rough Passage,” 
which won the River Teeth 
Nonfiction Book Prize and was See AUTHOR page 4
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Howsers
Howsers IGA is excited to announce
that we are bringing our perishable products 
over the Alaska Highway for the summer. Two days from the 
warehouse to our store! Enjoy the freshest produce in Alaska not 
locally grown! Longer expiration dates on our meat and dairy 
products. Doing our best to bring you the 
freshest produce to your table! 
 Thank you for shopping Howsers IGA 
      and supporting our community!

Alaska Spice Shop sold at Alaska Rod’s Haines Packing, Magpie, Oleruds

Proud sponsor of the 
Totem Trot

www.totemtrot.com
August 17, 2019

Register by July 15, 2019 
and get a FREE

Alaska Shrimp and 
Dungy Boil Blend

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoff man • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates

Charming Chilkoot Cabin. 1 Bd/1 Ba cabin, carport, storage shed, end 
of road private location. Power and phone.  3 acres for just $139,900

New!

Finn, an English Labrador retriever, muscles a heavy piece of driftwood as he walks along Tanani Point 
with his owner Mike Binkie on Friday. According to his owner, Finn regularly carries big pieces of wood 
and will even uproot alders. “I think he was a logger in a previous life,” said Binkie. Cindy Schultz photo.

Fall/Winter ferry schedule 
expected by mid-July 

Borough will release RFP 
for wood chipper 

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

By Larry Persily
The Alaska Marine Highway 

System expects to have its draft fall/
winter 2019/2020 schedule available 
for public comment in mid-July — 
about six weeks later than last year 
due to budget uncertainty.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy signed the 
state operating budget on June 28, 
without further cuts to the ferry 
system appropriation beyond the 
$44 million already imposed by the 
Legislature. That represents almost 
one-third of the marine highway’s 
budget, likely requiring significant 
changes in service and/or ticket 
prices.

The governor in February proposed 
a cut double that size, about $90 
million. Though he accepted the 
Legislature’s numbers for the ferry 
system, he vetoed $444 million of 
legislative appropriations to other 
state programs.

Now that the ferry system’s budget 
number is final, management can 
work up a schedule for after the 
summer season ends Sept. 30. Until 
that schedule is final, travelers cannot 
make reservations.

The marine highway expects 
to have a draft schedule by mid-
July, with a public-comment 
period through late July including 
teleconferences to accept comments, 
spokeswoman Aurah Landau said 

July 2.
“The Alaska Marine Highway 

System hopes to have the fall 2019 
/ winter 2020 schedules ready for 
booking sometime during mid to late 
August,” Landau said.

The 56-year-old system has 
increasingly relied on state funding to 
cover its operating and maintenance 
costs. In the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, state general funds covered 
more than 60 percent of ferry service 
spending.

The schedule for last fall and winter 
generally provided four sailings a 
week to Haines and Skagway.

In addition to managing with a 
lot less money, the ferry system has 
fewer ships. Last year, it sold the 
Taku, one of the system’s original 
three ferries, for scrap. The ship had 
been mothballed since 2015 due to 
its age and budget cuts. The system’s 
two all-aluminum fast ferries, the 
Fairweather and Chenega, each about 
15 years old, have been taken out of 
service and are up for sale.

The system did add the Tazlina 
to its fleet this year to help serve 
Lynn Canal, though its lack of 
sleeping quarters for crew changes 
means it cannot make a daily round-
trip between Juneau, Haines and 
Skagway — which the fast ferries 
were able to manage.

Commander shares Eldred Rock 
lighthouse stories, memories

Coast Guard Commander Roger Beving, right, shares stories from 
when he was in charge of Eldred Rock lighthouse during a presentation 
on Saturday at Haines Sheldon Museum The event was standing room 
only with about 75 attendees and sponsored by the museum and Eldred 
Rock Lighthouse Preservation Association. Cindy Schultz photo.

July 5, 2019

By Peter D”Auria
Before his talk Saturday evening at 

the Haines Sheldon Museum, Roger 
Beving warned listeners, “My wife 
says I sound like a foghorn.”

 His audience, a standing-room-
only crowd, didn’t care. The event, 
co-sponsored by the Eldred Rock 
Lighthouse Preservation Association 
and Haines Sheldon museum, 
attracted an audience ready to soak 
up Beving’s stories of Eldred Rock.  

 A former U.S. Coast Guard group 
commander, Beving, now 77 years 
old, was the last officer in charge 
of the Eldred Rock installation 
before it was automated. Beving 
was responsible for four Alaska 
lighthouses: Five Finger Islands 
light, Point Retreat lighthouse, Cape 
Spencer, and Eldred Rock. Also 
under his command were two patrol 
boats and a buoy tender.

 Duty at Eldred Rock was isolated. 
The lighthouse was manned by four 
men, who spent a year on the isolated 
rock about midway between Haines 
and Juneau. Beving, who spent one 
night a year at each of the lighthouses 
under his command, remembers the 
feeling of loneliness.

 “A lot of these people thought they 
were banished,” he said.

Electricity for the lighthouse was 
provided by three diesel generators, 
with one running at all times and 

the other two as backups. Food was 
delivered two to three times a year, 
and there was no garden, so fresh 
fruits and vegetables were scarce. 
Rainwater was chlorinated to make 
it safe for drinking.

“The water tasted absolutely 
horrible,” Beving remembered.

 There was plumbing for the toilet, 
but there was no waste treatment and 
the pipes led into Lynn Canal to “let 
Mother Nature get rid of it,” he said.

Alcohol was not permitted at the 
lighthouse, though “there (were) 
probably some things I was better 
off not knowing,” Beving said. “I 
never micromanaged.”

The lighthouse keepers found ways 
to cope with the loneliness. They kept 

a dog mascot and watched movies 
that were delivered with supplies.  

On the second day of his command, 
Beving encountered an incident 
he may have been better off not 
knowing. When he answered a phone 
call in his Juneau office, he recalled,  
someone said, “‘This is such and 
such charter company, when are we 
supposed to pick up the girls from 
Eldred Rock?’”

The lighthouse keepers under his 
command were not allowed to host 
guests. “We went out there, picked 
up the girls,” Beving said. As he was 
leaving the island, “I told the guys, 
‘You’re in trouble, I will come back 

See ROCK page 8

By Peter D’Auria
The Haines Borough Assembly 

has taken a step towards purchasing 
a wood chipper, its next move in a 
multi-year borough discussion about 
converting of public buildings from 
burning diesel to biomass for heating.  

The assembly voted unanimously 
June 27 to issue a request for 
proposals (RFP) for a wood chipper, 
which would be used to produce fuel 
for use in a biomass boiler. Krista 
Kielsmeier, executive assistant to 
borough manager Debra Schnabel, 
said she hopes to issue the RFP within 
the next two weeks. 

“It’s a move forward,” said public 
facilities director Brad Ryan. “It’s 
one more step towards the biomass 
project.” 

The chipper would be bought with 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Rural Business Development 
grant of $92,136. The Alaska Energy 
Authority has pledged an additional 
$20,000. 

The borough is eyeing two chippers 

from equipment maker Vermeer, 
which are priced at $103,180 and 
$110,808.

Time is running out on the USDA 
funds, which must be used before 
August 31. The federal grant money 
may also come with conditions. The 
grant requires that the wood chipper 
be leased to a “small and/or emerging 
business” within the community 
and the lease agreement must be in 
place before Jan. 15, 2020, for the 
borough to be reimbursed with the 
grant money. 

It’s also unclear whether the wood 
chipper could be used other than for 
producing fuel for a biomass heater. 
Kielsmeier said the borough is 
seeking clarification from the USDA. 

Before the vote June 27, a 
team representing the Southeast 
Conference,  Alaska Energy 
Authority, Renewable Energy Alaska 
Project, and the state Division of 
Forestry provided an overview of 
the biomass project and answered 

See CHIP page 5
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Evridge with the McDowell Group.
Just how big might Russia’s pink salm-

on catch be?
“Russia is anticipating a harvest in line 

with last year which was a record. It was 
over one billion pounds,” Evridge said. 
“For context, in 2018 Alaska harvested 
about 150 million pounds.”

Speaking of Russia – we’re into the fi fth 
year of an embargo that Russia put on US 
seafood and other food purchases in 2014 
to retaliate for alleged US meddling in 
Ukraine aff airs.

That‘s been an annual loss of over $60 
million to Alaska, mostly for salmon roe 
sales to Russia which had grown by 222 
percent in 2013, according to the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute. 

 Meanwhile, the U.S. continues to 
buy increasing amounts of seafood from 
Russia, mostly king crab, snow crab and 
sockeye salmon. Trade data show the US 
bought $51 million of Russian-caught 
seafood in 2018.

Dunleavy déjà vu - On Friday, Gov-
ernor Dunleavy cut an additional $444 
million from Alaska’s State Operating 
Budget.  All the amendments that the leg-
islature had  added back into the original 
Fish and Game budget were vetoed. 

There is a gag order on fi sheries staff  
at ADF&G and no one is allowed to talk 
about the budget cuts. All questions are re-
ferred to “the governor’s administration.”

United Fishermen of Alaska provided 
this initial breakdown: 

$997,000 less for commercial fi sheries 
management
50% reduction in funds for travel across 
all divisions (including Commercial 
Fisheries)
$280,000 less for special areas manage-
ment
Transfer of two director-level posi-
tions and associated funding from the 
Division of Habitat and Division of 
Subsistence Research to the Offi  ce of 
Management and Budget. (these jobs 
will no longer be associated with Fish & 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
June 28, 2019

The biggest fi sh story for Alaska’s salm-
on season so far is the early plug of pinks 
at the South Alaska Peninsula.

By June 28, over 8 million pink salmon 
were taken there out of a statewide catch 
of just over 8.5 million. Previously, a 
catch of 2.5 million pinks at the South 
Peninsula in 2016 was the record for June 
and last year’s catch was just 1.7 million 
Managers at the Alaska Dept. of Fish and 
Game at Sand Point said at this pace, this 
month’s catch could near 10 million pinks. 

 “It’s unheard of, really,” ADF&G’s 
Elisabeth Fox told KDLG radio.

Typically, pink salmon return to the 
South Pen region in July and managers 
believe the earlier arrivals are not homing 
in on local streams.

 “We don’t know where these pinks are 
going,” Fox said.

No tagging studies have been done on 
the pinks passing through, but they could 
be headed further north to Norton Sound 
where record numbers also have shown up 
for the past few years.

“There is no known link between South 
Peninsula pinks and Norton Sound,” Jim 
Menard, Area Manager for ADF&G in 
Nome, told SeafoodNews.com.

You can track Alaska’s daily salm-
on catches by region and species with 
ADF&G’s Blue Sheet.  There are also 
in-season summaries that graph the 
weekly progression of commercial salmon 
harvests and compare it with fi ve year 
averages.

Pink pressure – All those pink salmon 
could face stiff  headwinds from Russia 
in global markets. Alaska projects a total 
catch of nearly 138 million pinks this 
summer, 97 million more than last year, 
and Russian fl eets expect another huge 
haul. 

“If Alaska and Russia both realize their 
forecasts it will be interesting to see how 
the market reacts,” said economist Garrett 

Game related duties)
 
Shuckin’ time - One of Alaska’s most 

exclusive fi sheries gets underway on July 
1 – weathervane scallops.  Just two boats 
take part in the fi shery which spans from 
Yakutat to the Bering Sea.

 “It’s not something you can get into 
easily,” said Nat Nichols, area shellfi sh 
manager at ADF&G in Kodiak. “It takes 
a fair bit of institutional knowledge and 
also specialized gear.  Lots of people have 
some Tanner crab pots lying around but 
not many have a 15 foot New Bedford 
scallop dredge in their back yards.”

The scallop fi shery also is very labor 
intensive as it includes crews of up to 12 
people who catch and shuck the catch.

 “Every Alaska scallop you’ve ever seen 
was shucked by hand,” Nichols said.

This year the two boats will compete for 
267,000 pounds of shucked meats, which 
are the adductor muscle that keeps the 
shells closed. They are a wildly popular 
delicacy and can pay fi shermen $6 to $10 
a pound, depending on size and grade.

Scallop boats drop big dredges that 
make tows along mostly sandy bottoms 
of strictly defi ned fi shing regions. The 
fi shery is co-managed with the federal 
government and has 100 percent observer 
coverage. It takes a scallop around fi ve 
years to be large enough to retain in the 
fi shery.

 Weathervane scallops are the largest in 
the world and their shells can measure 8 to 
10 inches across.

Get thee to a DMV!  A request by 
United Fishermen of Alaska to postpone 
a new state title and registration law that 
requires fi shing vessels, tenders, barges 
and sport fi sh boats to register at the Dept. 
of Motor Vehicles was denied by Depart-
ment of Administration’s Commissioner 
Kelley Tshibaka. 

 Here’s the breakdown from the Com-
mercial Fisheries Entry Commission:          

Undocumented vessels without a valid 
certifi cate of documentation issued by 

the U.S. coast guard must continue to be 
registered with the DMV and now must 
ALSO be titled with the DMV.

Documented vessels with a valid 
certifi cate of documentation issued by the 
USCG now must ALSO be registered with 
the DMV. Federally documented vessels 
are exempt from the new title require-
ments but are no longer exempt from the 
DMV registration requirement.

Fish movers – Alaskans Cora Campbell 
and Nicole Kimball have been named to 
the North Pacifi c Fishery Management 
Council by the U.S. Commerce Secretary. 
The NPFMC oversees over 25 Alaska 
fi sheries from three to 200 miles from 
shore.

Campbell is a former ADF&G Com-
missioner and current CEO of Silver Bay 
Seafoods, a company started by fi shermen 
in Sitka in 2007 that has grown to become 
one of Alaska’s largest seafood compa-
nies.

 Kimball served for many years as 
federal fi sheries coordinator for ADF&G 
and is currently vice president of Pacifi c 
Seafood Processors Association that has 
represented Alaska seafood companies 
since 1914.

Both will serve three year terms that 
begin on August 11, 2019.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 

sponsored by:

It’s that time of the year again: Bears have come out of hibernation and are searching for food. 
A bear’s sense of smell is 2,000 times better than humans. Not all things that a bear smells will be 
food, but all things that smell may attract a foraging bear. Bears think that garbage is pretty tasty 
which can make human-provided food sources particularly attractive.

Bears that have been rewarded in accessing human food like garbage, compost, and fruit trees 
become food-conditioned and can become a threat to public safety. We want to reduce the number 
of human/bear confl icts so we ask that you help keep bears out of human-provided food sources 
now, so the animals don’t develop bad habits. The following are recommendations from the Alaska 
Chilkoot Bear Foundation (ACBF) to avoid bears being attracted to your yard:

The Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation reminds residents to
secure bear attractants and be bear-smart

This commentary was paid for by The Alaska Chilkoot Bear Foundation

Store garbage in bear-resistant containers or 
inside buildings that the bears cannot get into. 
Keep it secured until the day of pickup.
Clean barbecue grills after each use.
 After cleaning fi sh or dressing game, thor-
oughly clean the area used for cleaning or 
dressing.
Prevent access by bears to your food smoker. 
After using it, put it in a secure building or 
have an electric fence around it.
Regularly aerate and sprinkle sawdust on 
compost piles
Don’t leave pet food outside.

Locate bird feeders where bears cannot get 
to them and clean up spilled bird seed on the 
ground.
Pick fruit as it becomes ripe and remove any 
fruit on the ground.
Electric fences and critter gitters can keep 
bears away from gardens, compost, and fruit 
trees. There are loaner electric fence kits and 
critter gitters at the ADF&amp;G offi  ce (907- 
766-2830).
Remove trash, groceries or any fi sh/game 
from vehicles. Bears will break vehicle win-
dows to get to these items.

•

•
•

Residents should also take precautions when participating in outdoor activities. People should 
make noise, travel in a group and keeping children close, keeping dogs on leashes, and bringing a 
deterrent such as bear spray.
Please visit the ACBF website (http://www.bearfoundation.org/home) for more information.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Borough briefs
By Jenna Kunze

Quarterly sales tax collections 
down

Sales tax collections submitted 
to the Haines Borough for the first 
quarter of 2019 are down 3.6 percent, 
or $17,000, from the same quarter 
last year.

 Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
said the reasons for the dip are a 
poor heliskiing season, costing 
the borough about $8,000, and the 
borough assembly’s decision to no 
longer collect sales tax on long-term 
rentals, passed in September.

The borough collected $466,864 
in sales tax revenue between Jan. 1 
and March 31.

Collections were also down 
$14,000 from the last three months 
of 2018, despite a boost from online 
retail sales tax receipts — $14,731 — 
which the borough began collecting 
in January from online vendors such 
as Amazon, Netflix, Overstock.com 
and SlingTV.

Alcohol and marijuana tax will 
go to voters

          
The Haines Borough Assembly 

introduced an ordinance June 27 that, 
if adopted, will ask voters in the Oct. 
1 municipal election to adopt new 3 
percent sales taxes on both alcohol 
and marijuana. The assembly vote to 
put the question on the ballot was 4-1, 
with member Tom Morphet opposed. 

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
“strongly recommended” the 
assembly separate alcohol and 
marijuana taxes into two questions 
for better odds of passage. Previously, 
the borough believed the items 
needed to be lumped together in a 

single ballot measure, but borough 
clerk Alekka Fullerton said a recent 
Alaska Supreme Court reading 
proved that is not true. Alcohol still 
cannot be taxed higher than any other 
sales tax.

“There is much more acceptance 
of alcohol than there is marijuana, 
though now both are legal,” Schnabel 
said. “So, my belief is people will not 
want to tax alcohol and they will want 
to tax marijuana,” she said. 

Morphet disagreed.
“I think the pairing will work 

because people will say, ‘hey, 
whatever narcotic you’re using, 
you’re paying that tax,’” he said. 

Schnabel said the tax would 
include sales at liquor stores and bars.

Assembly members Brenda 
Josephson and Sean Maidy were 
said they were concerned that if 
the assembly lumps the two taxes 
together in a single vote, it would fail.

“I think lumping these two different 
items into the same category is not 
intelligent,” Maidy said. “I think 
people have completely different 
views on the two. I think splitting 
the question could benefit the total 
populace.”

The ordinance is scheduled for its 
first public hearing on July 18 at 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

Town hall on Chilkat kings

A town hall meeting about Chilkat 
king salmon organized by the 
Haines Borough will be held 3:30 
p.m. Friday, July 12 in assembly 
chambers.

The meeting will include reports 
on how the decline of the run has 
impacted Chilkat Valley residents 
and fishermen, an explanation of 
the state Department of Fish and 

Game’s efforts to reverse the run’s 
decline, and a discussion of options 
for boosting the king salmon return.

Spawning Chilkat king salmon 
have missed escapement goals for 
six of the past seven years.

Scheduled speakers will include 
representatives of subsistence, sport 
and commercial fisheries. Mayor Jan 
Hill will moderate the meeting.

Assembly member Tom Morphet, 
who pushed for the meeting, said 
he hoped that a meeting of fisheries 
managers and residents might help 
generate new ideas or show support 
for approaches that haven’t yet been 
tried.

Morphet extended the invite to 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
commissioner Doug Vincent-Lang, 
but he has not yet responded.

Manager reports “bad news”

The Haines Borough is receiving 
less federal money this year from 
a federal fund—called Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes-- intended to 
help municipalities offset property 
taxes from federal lands in their 
jurisdiction, borough manager Debra 
Schnabel reported Thursday.

Schnabel said the Haines Borough 
will be receiving about $54,000 less 
than budgeted.

Another unexpected cost to 
the borough is a $45,000 hike in 
insurance.

Schnabel said that the Haines 
Borough is eligible for a 5 percent 
discount if it stays with Alaska Public 
Entities Insurance for another three 
years, which staff has analyzed 
and determine to be the most cost-
effective option.

July 5, 2019

Lemonade stand turns 
a profit
By Peter D’Auria

At first, business was slow. The 
visiting cruise ship did not generate 
the expected traffic, and passing cars, 
oblivious to the waves and shouts 
from the side of the road, did not slow 
down. The work was hot, sticky, and 
attracted wasps.

“You’re sort of just sitting around 
on your butts,” said lemonade stand 
co-manager Keeli Kammerer, 8 years 
old, who sat watching cars go by.

The lemonade stand, opened 
Saturday, June 29, was the product 
of six weeks of work, organized by 
the Haines Public Library and Haines 
Economic Development Corp. for 
National Lemonade Day. Haines 
children attended weekly meetings at 
the library, designed a business plan, 
built a lemonade stand, and learned 
about entrepreneurship.

“We’re introducing kids to the 
concept of business,” said Margaret 
Friedenauer, executive director of 
Haines Economic Development 
Corp.

Those six weeks were a time 

of wide-ranging discussion about 
the stand’s business model, said 
Jolanta Ryan, the library’s education 
and cultural coordinator. Kids 
brainstormed about different flavors 
of lemonade to sell, such as mint and 
rose petal, and about the design of 
the stand.

“It was a learning process for all 
of us,” Ryan said.

The stand got up and running with 
a $75 investment by Greg Schlachter, 
Haines Economic Development 
Corp. treasurer. The 10 percent 
interest paid on the loan would be 
donated to a charity chosen by the 
children: Haines Animal Rescue 
Kennel.

The investment opportunity also 
attracted some “angel investors,” 
who agreed to be reimbursed in 
lemonade. All in all, it was enough for 
a small stand, cardboard for signs, ice, 
homemade cookies, a tip jar, and two 
different kinds of lemonade (regular 
and fresh strawberry).

See LEMON page 6

a nonfiction finalist for the WILLA 
awards presented by Women Writing 
the West.

“It has been really special to see 
this book come out,” Rosemary 
McGuire said of her father’s novel. 
“I was really impressed by it.”

“Steller’s Orchid” was partially 
inspired by Tom McGuire’s own 
experiences in Alaska. “It’s not 
autobiographical, but I did come 
to Alaska at about the same age 
as my main character,” he said. 
While fishing in the Shumagins 
one summer, he was inspired by the 
beauty of the landscape and chose 
the islands as a setting for the novel, 
using his own journal as a reference. 
And the novel’s characters are 
“loosely based on the kind of people 
I know,” he said.

Rosemary McGuire said her 
father’s writing practice had an 
impact on her while she was growing 
up.

“I remember him banging away on 
the typewriter whenever he’d get a 
chance,” she said. “I think that did 
influence me, to think that writing 
was something a normal person 
would do.”

The younger McGuire grew up in 
a house with no electricity, which 
precluded the possibility of watching 
TV. “We’re very much a reading 
household,” Tom McGuire said. “In 
that way, it’s kind of a family affair.”

The two read each other’s work 
and give comments, but sometimes 
there are differences in opinion, the 
father said. “I don’t always follow her 
advice and she doesn’t always follow 
mine,” he said, adding that mostly 
they give “mutually psychological 
support.”

“Writing’s kind of a lonely 
business, so it helps to have someone 
else you care about who’s also doing 
it,” Rosemary McGuire said.

Have a tip for 
Duly Noted? 

Send ideas to:
chilkatnews@

gmail.com

AUTHOR from page 2
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Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

Spring Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 7:30am - 5pm

Sat, 8am - 4pm

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Come Check out our Lunch 
and Dinner Specials!

Summer Hours:
Open 7 days a week 11:30am - 9pm

• Automotive 
Repair

• Tires
• Small Engines
• Welding 
• Sewing

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Ron & Randy Sloper
130 4th Ave

Haines, AK 99827907-766-2511

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Everyday 

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

Late June 1969
An explosion and fire shortly before 4 p.m. last 

Sunday destroyed a fishing boat owned by Tommy 
Jimmy of Haines.

Joseph Jimmy, Tommy Jimmy’s father, was in 
the pilot house at the time, trying to start the engine 
shortly after the boat had been refueled. The resulting 
explosion, which was heard all over town, collapsed 
the pilot house around him.

Tommy Jimmy was on the float at the time. When 
he saw what had happened, he jumped into the water 
and swam out to the boat and pulled his father from 
the wreckage. He said later that he thought this father 
was going to be trapped by the fire, but the bow of 
the boat was split from the explosion and the vessel 
quickly filled with water. Joseph Jimmy escaped with 
minor burns on his hands and arms.

Tommy Jimmy’s son, Tommy Jr., 16, was in the 
door of the pilot house when the explosion occurred 
and was thrown toward the stern. He was taken to 
the health center for treatment of bruises.

The burning boat, the Kadonja, was endangering 
the other boats in the harbor and was towed clear 
by Midge Clayton and Charles Paddock, leaving a 
wake of burning gasoline behind. They beached the 
boat near Port Chilkoot. The vessel was a total loss.

 
July 1994
The cost of watching over municipal landfills is 

going up. In Haines, that will bring a 30 percent 
increase in trash collection and drop off rates during 
the next three years.

A committee of the full city council on Wednesday 
approved a Haines Sanitation request to increase 
rates 10 percent each year for the next three years. 
The revenue increase will build a fund from eventual 
closure of the town dump at the end of FAA road. 
A final public hearing is set for the July 20 council 
meeting.

The state requires landfill owners to hold sufficient 
funds for paying a third party to properly close their 
dumps. Cost of closing the Haines dump today would 
be $15,000 but Haines sanitation has only $10,000 
in that fund, said company president Lynda Walker.

“Right now the cost is only $15,000, but who 
knows what it will be 125 years from now. That’s 

why this fund must constantly be fed,” Walker said. 
The landfill site has an expected life of 17 to 20 
more years.

July 2009
Lutak Road’s “Picture Point” is going up for sale.
The five-acre strip of Portage Cove beachfront 

with a postcard view of Forth Seward and the Chilkat 
Range will be sold by a trust representing the heirs 
of Burke Riley. Riley, a former resident and Juneau 
attorney who owned the property for decades, died 
in 2006.

Mary Nordale, a Fairbanks attorney representing 
the trust, said she’s working on signing estate 
companies in the coming weeks. If the property is 
not sold by 2010, it will be blocked off and closed 
to public use, she said.

Sometimes called “the Ws,” the point provides 
the first view of town to motorists arriving by ferry. 
It’s a favorite spot for visitors, who use it as a rest 
stop and to snap photos of Fort Seward, and for 
local tour buses.

Residents – including lovestruck couples – also use 
the spot. “It was a place where teenagers used to go 
to make out – me and (husband) Charlie included,” 
said longtime resident Toni DeWitt.

As trustee of the Narada trust, Nordale said it’s 
her decision to sell the property, and she’s not in 
a position to take less than fair market value. The 
borough has assessed the property at $219,590.

A motorist stretches out in sunshine at the scenic 
pullouts on Lutak Road. 

Some Things Fishy Gifts
Season Re-Opening May 19th!

Daily Hours 10am - 4pm, Mon - Sat
Additional new fabrics are in, plus our 
new “Moose and Trees” Applique Kits!

Located at the Haines Packing Cannery, 5.5 Mile Mud Bay Road

Remnant Sale!
From our 10 Year STASH!

ALL WEEK LONG! 

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Grab an espresso 

on your way!

NORTHBOUND
Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

5
6
7
8
9

10
10
11
12

No JNU
11:30am
No JNU
11:45am
11:30am
No JNU
1:30pm

11:30am
No JNU

7:00am
1:00pm
7:00am
1:15pm
1:00pm
7:00am
3:30pm
1:00pm
7:00am

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

COLUMBIA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA
TAZLINA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

5
6
7
8
9

10
10
11
12

10:30am
4:30pm
10:30am
6:15pm
4:30pm

10:30am
8:30pm
4:30pm
10:30am

12:00pm
No JNU
12:00pm
8:15pm
No JNU

12:00pm
10:30pm
No JNU
12:00pm

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

COLUMBIA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA
MALASPINA

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
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assembly members’ questions. 
The assembly is considering a design from Portland, Oregon-based 

Wisewood Energy for a wood chip-fueled boiler to heat public buildings 
in Haines. Wisewood estimated that a boiler for heating only the pool 
and school, the baseline option, would cost the borough between $1.88 
million and $2.14 million. 

The borough has $1 million in Alaska Energy Authority grant funding, 
but it would still need to come up with the rest of the money to move 
forward on the project.  

“We could get more funding from another grant agency, or we could 
fund it ourselves,” said Ryan. 

Devany Plentovich, program manager for the Alaska Energy 
Authority’s biomass program, 
said the proposed biomass 
heater would be “a dramatic 
improvement” over the current 
diesel heating in terms of 
sustainability. 

Wood chip fuel, harvested 
from Haines forests and 
produced locally, would be 
far more eco-friendly than 
the current diesel fuel. In the 
baseline option, the boiler 
would consume an estimated 
560 tons of wood chips per year. 
Wisewood estimates that the heater would pay for itself in between 15 
and 25 years, subject to changes in oil, electricity, and labor prices. 

Those numbers could look better, Plentovich admitted. “We are 
struggling statewide with justifying biomass projects right now because 
fuel oil is quite inexpensive,” she said. 

Even so, the combination of replacing diesel with local wood chips 
and promoting local jobs outweighs makes the project “sort of a win-
win-win,” said Clay Good, a STEM educator with Renewable Energy 
Alaska Project. 

Wisewood’s proposal assumes that wood chip fuel would be produced 
locally, which means the project hinges on having a wood chipper. 

Assembly member Tom Morphet expressed concern that, should the 
biomass project fall through, the wood chipper could become a burden. 

“This is a big piece of equipment, and if something goes sideways, 
we’re stuck with a big piece of equipment that nobody wants,” said 
Morphet.

Haines Economic Development Corp. two weeks earlier released 
a report recommending purchase of a chipper. Several community 
members have expressed interest in leasing the chipper, including 
Haynes Tormey of Haines Industrial Supply, the report said. The report 
also said the federal grant would allow the borough to get rid of the 
chipper. If the biomass project stalled or the chipper was unprofitable, 
the borough could sell the machine and pay back a part of the money 
to the USDA. 

“It appears low-risk,” the report said. 

CHIP from page 3

and deal with you later.’”
“I will not get into how I dealt 

with them.”
Beving completed his duty in 

1972. The next year, the Coast Guard 
removed personnel from Eldred 
Rock and left the lighthouse empty. 
The building has since fallen into 
disrepair, but Haines-based Eldred 
Rock Lighthouse Preservation 
Association is working with the 
Coast Guard to gain custody of 
the historical site. The association 
ultimately hopes to renovate the 
building and open it to the public.

When the l ighthouse was 
abandoned in 1973, The Chilkat 
Valley News took note: “Haines has 
been made more isolated than ever 
before from its nearest neighbor to 
the south,” an editorial in the June 11, 
1973 edition read. “A cold, lifeless 
lighthouse stands guard amidst the 
whims of wind and weather in Lynn 
Canal. The most important facet 
of this facility is gone: the human 
observer.

ROCK from page 3

We are struggling 
s t a t e w i d e  w i t h 
justifying biomass 
projects right now 
because fuel oil is 
quite inexpensive.

-Devany Plentovich

“

“

Locally.
Shop, Advertise
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DRIVER / DOCK ATTENDANT: Driving, hazmat, 
customer service and barge operations.  Training for 
Professional Advancement.  What you need – Class 
B CDL with x endorsement. Full time position with 
benefi ts.  $25.00 per hour DOE. For more infor and 
to apply, visit our website at http://deltawestern.
appone.com/or stop by our offi ce. 

EEO/AAP Employer/Drug Free Workplace.

Tuesday, June 25
Haines PD assisted another 

agency.
A caller reported a lost credit 

card.
Haines PD assisted another 

agency.
A caller reported a found credit 

card.
A caller reported a possible 

intoxicated driver.
Wednesday, June 26

Investigation continues into a 
vehicle accident resulting in two 
fatalities.

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
parking in excess of the alotted 
time.

Investigation continues into a 
report of fraud.
Thursday, June 27

HVFD responded to a service 
call.

A cit izen repor ted vehicle 
damage caused by a  road 
maintenance vehicle.

A caller reported people jumping 
off the dock.

A caller reported people jumping 
off the dock.

A caller reported people jumping 
off the dock.
Friday, June 28

HVFD responded to a service 
call.

A found baby slipper was placed 
in safekeeping.

A caller reported a lost ATV seat.

Found glasses were returned to 
the owner.

A caller repor ted a verbal 
altercation.

HVFD responded to an attended 
death.
Saturday, June 29

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
driving recklessly by passing 
several vehicles.

A caller reported a disabled 
vehicle.

A  ca l l e r  r epo r t ed  be ing 
threatened by someone.
Sunday, June 30

Confidential investigation into a 
report of sexual abuse of a minor.

HVFD responded to extinguish 
a burn barrel due to the burn ban.

A caller reported someone acting 
strange in the area.

A found driver’s license was 
placed in safekeeping.

A caller reported a lost box 
containing cash.

A caller reported a motorhome 
parked on the wrong side of the 
road.
Monday, June 24

A caller repor ted a fishing 
violation.

A caller repor ted a vehicle 
parked too close to a stop sign.

A welfare check was requested.

There were eight 911 hang-ups, six 
canine, eleven EMS calls and nine 
traffic stops during this reporting 
period. 

Police Report

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

Subscribe to the 

Chilkat Valley News
Sub. rates: Local $46.42 � Alaska $51

Outside (2nd class) $57  ��Outside (1st class) $78

Informative, entertaining, economical 
AND it lasts the whole year!

Send this slip with payment to: 
Chilkat Valley News

PO Box 630
Haines, AK 99827

Or, subscribe online at chilkatvalleynews.com

Name:
Mailing Address:

�

“Share the Love”
Atlas Vinylglove 620 and 660 gloves
Cheaper by the dozen ~ &3.50/pair

Call for pre-season specials!
In Stock Now!

Surf Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848 
 5”             5-1/4”             5-5/8” 

Patch 
Web

      5-1/8”           5-3/8”            6”

In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather

Day        Date        High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

73
85
86
85
77
70
71

50
52
56
57
57
56
54

June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
July 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Day        Date        High    Low   Precip.   

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

79
82
83
86
88
77
83

48
51
48
51
54
50
52

June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
July 1

0
0.25

0
0
0
0
0

From left: Emmalee Blilie, 8, Rowan Huff, 9, Paolo Zedda, 7, and Keeli Kammerer, 8, pour 
lemonade. Peter D’Auria photo. 

In the early afternoon, business picked up. A 
line formed. The crew poured lemonade for locals, 
tourists and themselves. Lemonade was spilled, ice 
was dropped, coins clattered in the tip jar, and the 
Tupperware of money filled up. “I think we’re gonna 
need a bigger box,” said Emmalee Blilie, 8.

By the end of the day, the stand had sold about 80 cups 
of lemonade. After the loan and donation to the animal 

kennel, the stand turned a profit of $52.
Most of the young entrepreneurs planned to save 

their share of the profits. One hoped to go on a trip to 
Paris. Others expressed an interest in college.

The children concluded that the world of business 
was not too bad.

“I’m sort of having fun,” said Atlin Ryan, 9, between 
pouring cups of lemonade.

LEMON from page 5

By Jenna Kunze
The Haines Borough Police 

Department returned to full strength 
when mayor Jan Hill swore in 
Michael Fullerton on Monday.

Fullerton was selected from among 
four applicants—two local — for the 
position vacated in May by officer 
Brayton Long.

Fullerton, 53, served a stint as an 
Alaska State Trooper in Fairbanks, 
but moved back to Haines to be 
closer to his family. He’s previously 

Police back to full strength
worked as a seasonal assistant to 
with Haines’ wildlife trooper, as a 
customer service representative at 
Alaska Seaplanes, as chair of the 
borough’s public safety commission, 
and as a volunteer firefighter since 
his move to Haines in 2016. 

“One of the things that brought me 
to this position is my commitment to 
this community, so I’m really happy 
to be digging in and getting started,” 
he said.

Though Fullerton clocked in for 

the first time at the police station on 
Monday, he’ll finish his training, led 
by officer Chris Brown, over the next 
few months.

Fullerton characterized his policing 
style as proactive rather than reactive 
— “understanding where problems 
might occur and getting ahead of 
them.” He listed illegal drugs as an 
area of concern. 

Before relocating to Haines from 
California with his wife, borough 
clerk Alekka Fullerton, and their 
three children, Fullerton worked as 
a financial adviser, as an executive 
recruiter for a headhunting company, 
owned his own car-dent removal 
business, and was a stay-at-home 
dad.

“I’ve had a varied history that I 
think will suit the community very 
well,” Fullerton said.  “I’ve got a lot 
of experience of dealing one-on-one 
with people in stressful situations, 
and that’s oftentimes what a police 
officer is doing.”

The department’s full staffing 
could be temporary. Officer Chris 
Brown has announced he’ll be 
leaving the department this year, 
according to police chief Heath Scott, 
though a date is not set. The chief 
said he intends to fill the position.

Michael Fullerton takes an oath before receiving his police badge on 
July 1, his first day as the newest Haines Borough Police Department 
officer. Jenna Kunze photo.
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GYPSY WAGON MAKER: Gene Kennedy of Geppetto’s Junkyard 
Puppet Troupe speaks at Friday’s Donor Thank You picnic hosted 
by Chilkat Valley Community Foundation. The puppet group used a 
$1,000 grant from the local foundation to build a gypsy-style wagon to 
haul puppets and equipment. About 100 residents turned out for the 
barbecue picnic. Tom Morphet Photo.
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

NEEDED ASAP Mechanic - Small 
engine repair shop.  Must have 
some knowledge of outboards, 
chain saws, etc.  Full t ime 
preferred, 40 hrs. a week.  Starting 
wage is $17.00 to $20.00 an hour 
DOE.  Must be at least 18 years 
of age.  No tools necessary. 
Seasonal-May-November. Call 
766-2437 or come by Canal 
Marine. (cb) 

JOB VACANCY. Klukwan School 
is seeking a Cook/Cafeteria 
supe r v i so r  fo r  t he  2019-
2020 school year. Mon.-Fri. 
5.5 hours/day. Star ting pay 
$13.03. Qualifications include 
a high school diploma, have 
or be able to obtain a Food 
Handlers Permit from the State 
of Alaska. Individual must be 
able to perform a wide variety 
of responsibilities associated 
with planning, preparation and 
delivery of breakfast and lunch 
meals for students. Tasks include 
complet ing and submit t ing 
a l l  paperwork pursuant  to 
compliance with the National 
School Lunch Program, be 
familiar with computer use and 

programs necessary for planning 
meals/recipes and generating 
food orders from vendors and 
other associated task. For more 
information, please contact Brad 
King at (907) 697-2248 or bking@
chathamsd.org.

30 FOOT BAYLINER with 3 axle 
steel trailer. Flying bridge, 6 
dry cell battery, 2 350 small 
block Chevy engines with new 
electronic ignition on both engines 
quod props Volvo 280 outdrives, 
2 new alternators, 2 new high 
tech starters, 2 new fuel filters, 
2 new captain’s chairs, 1 new 
double seat up on fly bridge, 
new hydraulic steering both fly 
bridge and at main helms, 2 
new salt water circulation pump 
on engines, antifreeze cooled, 
250 gallon center fuel tank. New 
LED lights in main cabin. Asking 
$6,000 OBO. Call Gene Strong at 
432-298-2446. (cb) 

1 AND 2 - BEDROOM apartment 
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy.  
$775 and $1200 a month.  Utilities 
paid include water & sewer, heat 
which includes electric, garbage 
disposal.  Covered parking, 
storage unit, elevator.  Veterans 
only must verify with DD-214 have 
honorable discharge.  Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska.  (907) 766-3616 
ext  #4.  Email applications may 
be sent to interested parties.  Call 
for more information.

HOLIDAY RAMBLER ENDEAVOR 
LE 1996 34ft Holiday Rambler 
63,673 miles. $14,500. Very good 
condition. Banks exhaust system, 

(Un)Classified Ads
V8 engine Ford chassis. No 
trades, contact Eddie 314-0459 
or 767-5300 (23-26b)

26” GAS SNOW BLOWER.  Cub 
Cadet 2 stage snow blower 
purchased 2013 from Home 
Depot for $899. Sell for $375 OBO. 
Works great. Chains on tires, drift 
cutters, cover, instruction manual. 
Moving to Homer, so must sell.

EXECUTIVE PERSONAL DRIVERS 
N e e d e d .  R e q u i r e m e n t s : 
Demonstrate safe driving skills 
at all times in compliance with 
state driving laws. Good personal 
hygiene and a clean appearance. 
Have and maintain a clean 
driving record and valid drivers 
license. Able to use smartphone 
and app l ica t ions. Contac t  
Farahdesk2@gmail.com (26-28b)

REACH IS HIRING! Now hiring Direct 
Service Providers in Haines! Look 
for us online at www.REACHAK.
org. Click the Careers tab and 
apply. (26-28b)

HUGE GARAGE SALE, Saturday 
July 6, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Turn at 24.7 
Mile, then follow the arrows. (F)

DRYER FOR SALE, Kenmore Elite 
propane gas dryer. Runs great. 
Asking $50. Call Dennis 766-
3683 (26b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB 
Water/Sewer Operator Reg. FT 

career position, Starting wage: 
$20.60-$21.98/hr. For more info 
check www.hainesalaska.gov. Send 
or bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us - open until filled with 
first review date 7/1. EOE. (24-25b)

2019 Spring Class Line-up

Need a spring in 
your step to beat 
the winter blues?
 Join Thor’s Gym 

today!

-Strength & Conditioning
      - Spin Classes
 - Vinyasa Yoga

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 
1 free visit to check us out!  Call 766-3555 for more info.

“Like” us on Facebook
to see classes/schedules 
and other updates! 

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Across from Sheldon Museum

Bear-Rittos 
Eatery

Bear Den Gifts
26th year
Large Gift Shop
Specialty-Hats

Breakfast & Lunch
Open Every Day 7AM-2PM

766-2117

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

Proud to be part of  the Haines community!
Call for Skagway fl ight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

5:00 am
7:00 am

9:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm
3:00 pm

5:00 pm
7:00 pm

5:35 am
7:35 am

9:35 am
11:35 pm

1:35 pm
3:35 pm

5:35 pm
7:35 pm

Spring Flight Schedule 
May 4-Augst 9, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

5:50 am
7:20 am

9:50 am
11:50 am

1:50 pm
3:50 pm

5:50 pm
7:50 pm

6:25 am
8:25 am

10:25 am
12:25 pm

2:25pm
4:25 pm

6:25 pm
8:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Lawn Development and 
Erosion Control

J &         J
HYDROSEEDING, LLC     

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Shop locally.
Support your 
friends and 
neighbors!

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

Monday & Friday
12 - 1 pm

Chilkat Center Lobby

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Finley Cleaning

Give us a call today! 
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

$16.50 per square, per week!

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint
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(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s TreasuresMUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY

Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

SPRING hours
9Am-5:30Pm, Mon-Fri

9AM-5PM, Sat

766-2869

Krystal Norberg, LMT
      (907) 314-0997

-Therapeutic Massage for
  Injury Rehabilitation

           -Sports Training
         -Deep Relaxation

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Hike & Run Your Way to Healthy! 
15% off all La Sportiva Hiking & 

Running Boots & Shoes 
Excludes items already on sale. Sale ends 7/31

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

The
Salvation Army

Family Store
Wednesday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations
(by appt. 

only)

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

Chilkat Valley
Acupuncture & 

Oriental Medicine
  Mon - Tues  766-3335

Laurie Dadourian LAc 

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Ever� Sat�rday
 � om 10am to noon
 at the Fairg	ounds

July 5, 2019
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Subscribe to the CVN!
Support independent journalism in Haines.Have a Nice Day

Saturday
July 6th

Take-Out Available!

Hrs: 9 am-5:30 pm,  Mon-Sat

SOCKEYE CYCLE

 766-2869
24 Portage St

Great Selection of Helmets, Bikes 
& Accessories!

The World’s
Leading 
Brands

Alaska themed cycling apparel

Your hometown bicycle shop for 31 years!

Join us during 
the month of 

July at a special 
discounted rate!

LOCAL’S SPECIAL!

Adults $89
Children ages 5 – 12 years old $49
Children under 5 years old no charge.

Drive your own Kawasaki mule to the 
sub-alpine forest with several scenic 
viewpoints along the way. Enjoy fresh 
baked cookies and our famous beer 
battered halibut and roasted chicken 
meal.

Call 907-766-3179 to book. Must be a 
Haines resident to receive special pric-
ing.

•
•
•

Culture and Environmental 
Stewardship Camp

Join us for Traditional 
Cultural Activities

July18-21, 2019
FREE! Day Camp ages 9-13 from 9:30am-4:30pm (10 spaces)

FREE! Overnight Camp 14-18 year olds (15 spaces)
Food and housing provided.

Contact Jolanta 766-2545 or Ted 766-2323

Applications 
available at CIA or Library

Join us for an immersion into Tlingit culture and tradition as we 
learn to observe environmental change in the world around us 

and embrace the value of traditional knowlege through hands on 
activities, leadership and teamwork.

The Chilkoot Indian Association’s trail system is growing and more people are using it. With 
this expansion we would like to share our trail use guidelines with everyone. We hope that 
everyone will respect and follow these guidelines just as they would respect the rules of a friend’s 
home. Happy walking!

Welcome to the Chilkoot Indian Association’s trail system. Please know that you are a guest 
on tribally owned land which is situated in the traditional territories of the Chilkoot people. We 
are happy for our tribal citizens and guests to enjoy our trails. Please note that CIA employs trail 
cameras occasionally to observe animal life and get rough trail use counts. 

These multi-use community trails were built by our construction crew for the benefi t of our 
citizens and guests. Please be respectful of other people, plants, and animals. Give people room 
and allow elders or people with limited mobility the right of way. Do not harvest or otherwise 
disturb plants. Give bear and moose lots of room and make enough noise so that they can hear 
you but not so much as to be obnoxious. Please remember the plants and animals live here. 
Please also be responsible and use common sense. Stay on the trail and you’re your dog on the 
trail too. Also clean up after yourself and your pets. Do not leave anything behind.

We hope that our trail system and your walk make your day a little better and that you carry 
this good feeling with you.

New Policy for Chilkoot Indian Association Trail System

This commentary was paid for by The Chilkoot Indian Association

Allowed Activities
walking
on leash dog walking
cycling and skateboarding 
(soft wheels only)

Prohibited Activities
motorized vehicles
camping
cookouts
harvesting

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Chilkoot Indian Association
Federally Recognized Tribe

P.O. Box 490 Haines, Alaska 99827  907.766.2323

secluded in a dark cave to teach 
attunement to the earth) and acts 
as the spokesperson for the two, 
their translator said. The Kogi’s 
pre-Colombian society believes 
themselves to be the speakers of the 
Earth who, in 1990, first made contact 
with the outside world when they 
invited BBC to make a documentary 
warning of the potential impacts of 
industry.

When changing landscapes and 
warming seasons continued to plague 
their village, they knew that outsiders 
hadn’t heeded their advice.

“The whole reason that they leave 
their home is because the spirit of all 
the natural resources is hungry,” the 
Kogis’ translator said. “They require 
some sort of maintenance. (The Kogi) 
feel responsible to do this because the 
task has become so big now, because 
we are living in such an unbalanced 
time in the world. To teach people 
how to do these payments and to 
get people in that consciousness 
of contributing back to the earth is 
their goal, it’s the reason they leave 
their land.”

Donning the all-white garb from 
their region, the spiritual leaders 
traveled to Haines with funds donated 
by the Chilkoot Indian Association, 
Lynn Canal Conservation and the 
Benassi family and friends to educate 
“little brothers” — or westerners — 
on their tradition of pagamentos, or 
making payments to the earth as a 
tax on extraction.

 “We think the water is free and 
that nobody owns the water, so we 
drink it every day,” Senchina told 

the crowd through a translator. “But 
for that very fact, we must pay the 
mother.”

Dancers from Chilkoot Indian 
Association and Klukwan joined 
with the Kogi to sing and dance for 
the water.

 The Dei Shu Dancers began 
the ceremony with a canoe song. 
Member James Hart said the group 
uses as a harmonizing exercise that 
parallels the way they must work 
together when paddling.

“Water is a really big part of our 
culture,” Hart said. “This is what you 
might consider our highway, how 
we travel around to see each other.”

The Kogi played songs to the water 
using a flute and a shaker. “If you 
try to talk to the spirits with words, 
it’s like someone standing outside of 
your house and trying to talk to you,” 
Sewigu said. “This is the language 
they understand.”

Mario Julian Benassi’s friends 
came from across the United States 
and South and Central America for 
a water blessing.

“He collected people everywhere 
he went,” his father said. “I know 
none of these people, but every one 
of them knew my son.”

Cheryl Angel, an indigenous 
Lakota tribal member from Standing 
Rock in the Dakotas, was among a 
handful of people who had never 

met the younger Benassi but had 
a connection to someone attending 
the event and “felt called” to come. 

“It’s time now for people to unite 
and create unlikely alliances because 
our mother is calling us,” Angel said. 
“There are things we can do to stop 
the destruction of the extractivism 
industry on this planet.”

Artists and dancers and filmmakers 
joined in the ceremony. Austin 
Queen, who befriended Benassi 
in “a hippie town,” Nevada City, 
California, said his death caused 
their tight-knit community to “walk 
the talk.”

“This gave us an opportunity to 
own up to what we preach about 
transcendence and the afterlife,” 
Queen said. For him, that has spurred 
work in cinematography, including a 
documentary he is making to honor 
his friend, and footage he shot in 
Haines commissioned by National 
Geographic for an undisclosed 
project.

Jones Hotch, of Klukwan, said 
he especially liked the timing of 
the event, at a time when working 
together to “wake up the silent 
majority” is desperately needed.

“Right on time,” he said. “It might 
be like how you see in the cartoons 
sometimes, a snowball starts and the 
farther it gets, the bigger it is.”

WATER from page 1

The Dei Shu Dancers (left) joined with Colombian spiritual leaders (center), visitors and locals to bless 
the water at Chilkat Inlet on Wednesday, June 26. Jenna Kunze photo.
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Haines Borough website.
After a little confusion on the exact 

requirements, Hamilton submitted all 
the information on June 17.

At the June 27 assembly meeting, 
members Stephanie Scott, Tom 
Morphet and Sean Maidy questioned 
the timeline of the bidding process.

“I spoke with Roger Schnabel 
about this a few days ago, I believe 
he spoke to a couple other assembly 
members as well,” Maidy said. “It’s 
all about the way the papers were 
filled out, and I have some concerns 
about how they were filled out. At 
this point, there’s enough questions 
for me to lean toward rebidding the 
thing for transparency’s sake.”

Morphet asked to have a committee 
of the whole meeting to hash out what 
he called “a couple arguments for 
possible rebidding of this project,” 
but the conversation got sidetracked.

Scott asked Ryan for a timeline 
of when bidding documents were 
due and turned in, and assembly 
member Heather Lende encouraged 
the assembly to take a step back.

“We just got all this information, 
we’re also hearing some other 
information, and this is still going 
to be on the agenda for July 18,” 
Lende said. “We’re not acting on it 
tonight, and I think it’d be premature 
to say, ‘oh yeah, we bid it again,’ and 
I think it’d also be premature to say, 
‘oh yeah, everything’s fine,’” Lende 
said. “I would ask staff and mayor to 
figure out what’s going on.”

Assembly  members  Wi l l 
Prisciandaro and Brenda Josephson 
were not contacted before the 
meeting by Roger Schnabel, who said 
he couldn’t get ahold of Prisciandaro 
and “didn’t want to” speak with 
Josephson, who works for another 
development company owned by 
Schnabel.

“I don’t get why we would rebid 
it,” Priciandaro said. “Nobody has 
brought up anything that we’re going 
to be changing so I don’t see why 
we’d rebid.”

Audience member Margaret 
Friedenauer called Roger Schnabel’s 
discussions with assembly members 
before the meeting inappropriate.

“The competing bidder has been 
in communication with (almost) 
every assembly member, and that’s 
ex parte,” Friedenauer, a former 
assembly member, said. “Ex parte” 
is when only one party to a dispute 
is present, excluding others from the 

discussion.
Roger Schnabel was acting 

against good public policy, said 
Nils Andreassen, Alaska Municipal 
League executive director. “Bidders 
aren’t supposed to contact officials 
making those decisions,” he said in 
an interview this week. 

Schnabel later told the CVN he 
had “every right” to speak with 
assembly members, he worried he 
would be restricted by the mayor’s 
three-minute time limit if he waited 
for the assembly meeting, and he 
didn’t trust staff to tell the full story.

“This is about the integrity of 
a bidding system and we have to 
maintain that integrity,” Schnabel 
said.

The June 27 assembly meeting 
ended with Ryan removing himself 
from project negotiations after a 
conversation with Roger Schnabel 
outside during the meeting.

“Roger just came out and accused 
me of having something to gain from 
giving the project to Hamilton,” 
Ryan told the assembly during 
public comment. Ryan is currently 
among three finalists for the borough 
manager position in Skagway. 
Schnabel accused Ryan of wanting 
to award the contract to Hamilton in 
order to get the manager position.

“If you’re going to rebid it, you’re 
going to have to do it without me,” 
Ryan said before walking out of the 
assembly meeting. 

Roger Schnabel said the comments 
Ryan relayed were true, but he 
wouldn’t characterize them as a 
threat.

“I don’t believe I threaten folks,” 
he told the CVN. “However, it is an 
interpretation of the person receiving 
the comment.”

Kielsmeier said the idea of 
rebidding the project makes her 
“highly uncomfortable.”

“To come with this five-day 
technicality to throw the low 
bidder out, it’s unethical and it’s 
wrong,” Kielsmeier told assembly 
members. “Would you be talking 
about rebidding it if Southeast 
Roadbuilders was the low bidder? 
Are you being fair to Hamilton?”

Hamilton Construction owner Jeff 
Hamilton declined to comment as 
per his attorney’s recommendation. 

Assembly members have until 
their July 18 meeting to review the 
money-saving reductions in the 
project and award the bid. 
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