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Maddox Rogers plays Prince Nafarbi in Haines School’s “The Curse of Equatia” puppet 
show at Family Night last week. Students have been working since January to make their 
own puppets and sets and write the show. Natalie Helms photo.

Earth Week speaker talks trash, compost
By Natalie Helms

Zero-waste lifestyle expert and 
author Bea Johnson encouraged 
Haines to live simply and skip 
single-use plastics at her recent 
presentation.

“If zero is not the goal in our 
waste reduction, then what is?” 
Johnson said. Haines Friends of 
Recycling brought Johnson to 
speak at the Chilkat Center Friday 
to kick off Earth Week events. 

Johnson spoke about how her 
family of four transitioned to 
a zero-waste lifestyle in 2008. 
They got rid of 80 percent of their 
belongings and moved into a small 
home in California to eventually 
only produce one jar of garbage 
per year.

Johnson said she follows five 
steps to achieve her zero-waste 
lifestyle: refuse, reduce, reuse, 
recycle and rot (compost).

Johnson said she and her family 
learned to say no to single-use 
plastics and free promotional 
items. She said one way the Haines 
community could reduce waste is 
to ban plastic bags. “I would die 
if I saw a plastic bag in the water 
here,” Johnson said. “Every time 
we accept free things, we create 
demand for more to be produced.”

Johnson showed photos of 
her minimalist home, including 
clutter-free kitchen cabinets 
with all-glass containers, limited 
furniture and organized closets.

She said people generally wear 
only 20 percent of the clothes in 
their closet. Johnson now only 
owns 15 items of clothing from 
which she can create over 50 
outfits, and it all fits in carry-on 
luggage.

“Anything beyond a basic level 
of comfort is in excess,” Johnson 
said.

She makes some of her own 
cosmetic products like makeup 

and lip balm, cleans with vinegar, 
brushes her teeth with baking soda 
and a compostable toothbrush and 
flosses with silk.

Johnson said she shops in the 
bulk section of the grocery store 
and buys from farmers markets 
with a few reusable bags and jars.

After living 10 years without 
buying packaged foods, Johnson 
said, “I can taste a wrapper now. 
Butter is the only food we buy in 
packaging because the wax paper 
is compostable.”

Johnson said her family only 
buys things when they need to 
be replaced, and they often buy 
secondhand or from brands that 
offer a lifetime warranty. 

Compared to when the family 
was not living a zero-waste 
lifestyle, Johnson said they have 
saved an average of 40 percent of 
their income that they’ve spent on 
trips and experiences.

“The zero-waste lifestyle 
has translated into happiness,” 
Johnson said.

When asked about what garbage 
is in the family’s jar, Johnson said 
it contains fruit and vegetable 
stickers, foam from headphones, 
clothing tags, a spike from a 
dishwasher and her son’s plastic 
retainer.

But in Haines,  Johnson 
unexpectedly acquired two pieces 
of garbage in one day: two stickers 
on her luggage from Alaska 
Seaplanes.

Johnson said when things 
like that happen, she will often 
write a letter to the company 
encouraging them to look at more 
environmentally friendly options, 
like switching to recyclable 
cardboard luggage tags.

Presentation attendee Marsha 
Scott said while she tries to reduce 
waste, “the extent that Bea does it 
is amazing.” 

Haines Friends of Recycling 
board vice-chair Betsy VanBurgh 
said she tries to buy food in bulk 
by ordering from out of town and 
supplements those orders at local 
stores.

Others said Johnson inspired 
them to stay away from plastic 
water bottles or go through their 
homes and purge unwanted or 
unused items.

Johnson’s presentation was 
followed by a morning of trash 
collection across town. Community 
members filled yellow bags with 
garbage from beaches, trails and 
roadsides throughout Haines, 
picked up by Haines Borough. 
Johnson tagged along with Genny 
Rietze, who also helped organize 
an online zero-waste challenge 
April 16-20 based on Johnson’s 
five tips.

Haines Friends of Recycling 
will host its Earth Day presentation 
from 10 a.m. to noon on April 

Grace Long Godinez picks 
up a bottle on Second Avenue 
Saturday morning as part 
of the Haines Community 
Cleanup. Natalie Helms photo.

See WASTE page 3

Assembly gets existential
By Kyle Clayton 

The Haines Borough Assembly met Monday and discussed their 
effectiveness as a body and as individual representatives. The special 
meeting, which is slated to occur the third week of each month, is 
the latest effort from the assembly to increase its efficiency and 
engage in productive discussions. 

The meeting opened with assembly member Heather Lende 
proposing they change their regular meeting to a day that would 
accommodate commercial fishermen’s summer schedules. She said 
more fishermen might run for office if they could attend meetings 
when commercial fishing is closed.  

Assembly member Stephanie Scott was skeptical of the idea. 
She said potential residents running for office should be prepared 
to shuffle their schedules around two monthly meetings. “There are 
so many more meetings than those two regular meetings,” Scott 
said. “It concerns me when assembly members are not available 
for whatever meetings we’re having. I don’t want to encourage 
somebody without letting them know the real story.”

Assembly member Sean Maidy said meetings are a commitment 
elected officials have to accept. 

The discussion shifted to how assembly members could effect 
change and implement ideas. Assembly member Tresham Gregg 
cited a strategic planning session held earlier this month.

“How do we actually approach those concepts, or do we?” Gregg 
said “What I’ve been saying for quite a while is what we’ve been 
doing is putting out fires whereas we don’t sit down and say ‘here’s 
a good idea.’” 

Borough manager Debra Schnabel said assembly members need 
to propose defined programs or initiatives. She said the assembly 
needs to better trust and work with borough staff instead of picking 
apart staff recommendations. 

“When I look at larger communities and how much stuff they get 
done in (fewer) hours than we spend at our meetings, how do you 
think they do it?” Schnabel said. “They don’t spend time picking 
apart all the language. They don’t spend all their time asking every 
little question, ‘Did you think about this or did you think about 
that?’ and rehashing everything as if you were the decision makers 
on those kinds of things.”

Last fall, the CVN conducted an informal survey of assembly 
meeting lengths in Petersburg, Wrangell and Sitka. Haines Borough 
Assembly meetings routinely last at least three hours—sometimes 
twice as long, on average, compared to other communities.  

Lende said assembly members are expected to be generalists, 
considering a wide range of topics at every meeting. “If we were 
just focused on one thing, then we might not do our job as well on 
all the others,” she said. 

Schnabel asked which assembly members ran for office with a 
specific idea they wanted to accomplish. “What have you done about 
it?” Schnabel asked after they raised their hands. “That’s kind of a 
rhetorical question. You have to work your plan. The staff is available 

See COW page 4

By Kyle Clayton
The Chilkat Valley Mining 

Committee hosted and organized 
a forum on water Wednesday 
evening where speakers outlined 
the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s 
discharge permit process, copper’s 
effect on salmon and other issues 
related to mining and water quality. 

Allan Nakanishi, with DEC’s 
wastewater discharge program, 
discussed how baseline data is key 
to monitoring future discharge and 
how DEC uses that data when the 
agency sets permit limits. 

The state doesn’t collect its 
own baseline data, but expects 
the permit proponent to provide 
such figures. Constantine Metal 
Resources, the company currently 
exploring the Palmer Project 40 
miles northwest of Haines, has 
been collecting such data. 

Haynes Tormey asked the panel, 
during a question-and-answer 

Baseline water data 
focus of mining forum

period, which agencies had taken 
baseline data and how many 
samples each had collected.

Nakanishi said he was unaware 
of any samples collected by 
the state. Takshanuk Watershed 
Council executive director 
Meredith Pochardt said they’ve 
taken “four quarterly samples” at 
different locations. Constantine’s 
vice president of community 
affairs Liz Cornejo said they’ve 
collected hundreds of samples 
since 2008. A contractor working 
for Constantine interjected and 
said she would call it “dozens of 
samples at certain locations and 
certain times,” the samples of  
which are measured for hundreds 
of chemicals. 

Norman Hughes asked if and 
when Constantine would release 
that data to the public. Cornejo  
said some of that data has been 

See WATER page 8
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Duly Noted

Thursday, April 19
Haines Highway Reconstruction Project 

Pre-Blasting meeting, 5 p.m. at Haines High 
School.

River Talk “Peak Experiences: Exhilarating 
Moments at Any Altitude,” 7 p.m. in the 
Chilkat Center. $7 admission.
Friday, April 20

Haines High School Career Fair Day, 9 a.m. 
at the school.

Spring Splash-o-Rama, 5–7 p.m. at the pool.
Lifesaving award presentation to Luck Dunbar 
by Mayor Jan Hill at 5 p.m. Open house will 
include free swimming, refreshments and 
information on programs the pool has to offer.
Saturday, April 21

Earth Day Celebration, 10 a.m.–noon at the 
Senior Center. Presentations and displays on 
reducing the waste stream and composting. Call 
766-2185 for more information.

Haines Head Start Open House, 1–3 p.m. 
at Head Start Preschool. Free books from the 
Children’s Reading Foundation, open play, 
meet and greet with teachers and staff. Enrolling 
children ages 3 and 4 for the 2018-19 school 
year. Call 766-2155 with questions.
Monday, April 23

Chilkoot Indian Association Transportation 
Summit, continues through Thursday, April 26 
at Haines Sheldon Museum.

Baseline Data Study Presentation by 
McDowell Group, 6 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Hosted by Haines Economic Development 
Corporation.
Tuesday, April 24

Budget Committee of the Whole Meeting 
on Fund 02, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.

Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.

“Everything from Afar Drifts Ashore: The 
Northern Hub of Tlingit Country” Dan Henry 
Presentation, 6–8 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Hosted by the Chilkoot Indian Association.

Baseline Data Study Presentation by 
McDowell Group, 6-8 p.m. at Mosquito Lake 
Community Center.

Wednesday, April 25
Haines School Spring Concert Grades K-4, 

6:30 p.m. at the Chilkat Center.
Alaska State Parks Town Hall Meeting, 7 

p.m. in assembly chambers to discuss general 
state parks issues in Haines.
Thursday, April 26

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game 
Advisory Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.

Department of Forestry Open House on 
University of Alaska Timber Sale, 6:30 p.m. in 
the Chilkat Center.
Friday, April 27

Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve Advisory 
Council meeting, 10 a.m. in assembly chambers.

Spring Fling, 5:30 p.m. at the fairgrounds. 
Barbecue, live music, dancing, games and more. 
General admission $10, members free.
Saturday, April 28

Magical Mystery Tour Artist Studio Crawl, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Meet at 9 a.m. at Alaska Arts 
Confluence on Main Street for a map and 
welcome reception. $30 admission. Call 314-
0282 with questions.

Coffee with a Cop, noon at the Rusty Compass 
Coffeehouse on Main Street. Call officer Adam 
Patterson at 766-2121 with questions.

ANS Camp 5 meeting, 1 p.m. at the public 
library in the conference room.

“Uprivers: A Transboundary Film,” 7 p.m. 
at the Chilkat Center. Hosted by Lynn Canal 
Conservation. Free.
Monday, April 30 

Chilkat River Access meeting, 6 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Tuesday, May 1

Haines School Art Show, continues through 
Friday, May 4 at the school. Come see the 
students’ best artwork during school hours.

Budget Committee of the Whole Meeting 
on enterprise funds and all other funds, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

Letters Policy
The CVN welcomes letters from readers. Letters are limited to 250 
words, including 10 businesses and 15 individuals and may be edited 
for libel, punctuation, grammar and spelling. The letters deadline 
is 5 p.m. Monday.

Advertising Policy
The advertising deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for display ads and noon 
on Tuesday for (Un)Classifieds. Please call 766-2688, email cvn@
chilkatvalleynews.com or stop by our office for more information.

By Lexie DeWitt
Conan Aaru Ligo Shields 

was born to Vija Pelekis and 
Darren Shields on March 20 at 
8:28 p.m. The happy and healthy 
little boy weighed 8 pounds 12 
ounces and measured 21 inches. 
Vija’s mom Mary Pelekis and 
sister Jana Dermody enjoyed 
a week in Juneau at the end of 
February walking with Vija and 
waiting for baby Conan’s arrival. 

Michael Ward Jr. and Taylor 
Bean welcomed baby girl Nova 
Ann Ward on April 8 at 7:00 
a.m. She weighed 8 pounds and 
was 21inches long. Taylor’s 
mother, Traci Davidson, was 
present for the delivery. “Taylor 
is an amazing woman,” said the 
proud new father. 

“The Curse of Equatia” made 
its debut at the Family Math 
Night last week. The Haines 
School puppet club has been 
working on a set, script and 
puppets since after the winter 
break. Leigh Horner, librarian 
and organizer, worked on getting 
grants from foundations locally 
and across the state to make 
the show happen. Members of 
local puppetry group Geppetto’s 
Junkyard, including Hannah and 
Merrick Bochart, Debi Knight 
Kennedy and Melina Shields, 
taught students about the art 
and creative process you work 
through to make a production. 
The puppets, set, and the young 
artists who made them will be 
at the Haines Art Confluence for 
First Friday on May 4.

More than 250 participants 
attended Family Math Night at 
the Haines School. Math games 
and activities engaged many 

families and a free baked potato 
bar was offered for students and 
families. This was the third family 
night offered by the school this 
school year. The previous two 
had science and healthy living 
themes. Kim Cunningham, 
Director of Student Services 
at the Haines School, said the 
school advisory council is 
meeting soon to discuss themes 
for next year. 

Byrne Power has returned 
from three months in France, Italy, 
Great Britain, and Switzerland 
to work on his documentary, 
“Gravity From Above,” which 
has been in works for several 
years. He traveled to different 
puppet theaters to talk to people 
about their productions and 
performances. He also traveled to 
the country of Georgia for three 
months and stayed in the capital, 
Tbilisi, where he was inspired 
to start a separate documentary 
about Georgian dance. “It is 
kind of like Russian dance, far 
more intense. Male dancers will 
jump up, land on their knees, 
then jump from their knees, and 
continue. Women dance as if 
they look like they are floating,” 
said Byrne. He also said he was 
offered a job to help build and 
design a new puppet theater. For 
more information about Byrne’s 
travels visit gravityfromabove.
com.

It was a perfect sunny Saturday 
for community members young 
and old to come and observe, 
touch and pretend to run heavy 
equipment. Many volunteers 
and organizers helped with the 
Heavy Equipment Day at the 
Fairgrounds. “NC Machinery 

from Juneau brought the grader 
simulator and Operators 302 
Union brought the excavator 
simulator,” said organizer 
Lynette Campbell. Mike 
Bell and Mike Binkie helped 
collect donations and organize 
volunteers. The Uglys cooked 
BBQ ribs and burgers at the 
event. Alijah Thompson, 6, 
and brother Sam, 4, said their 
favorite part of the truck day was 
“The bulldozer and the roller and 
hanging out with our friends.”

A ton of thanks for equipment day

See DULY page 4

Gunalch’eesh for memorial support

More LETTERS page 5

When the Lord lays it on your heart what he wants you to do with 
His guidance, everything falls into place. It’s awesome! Gunalch’eesh 
(Thank You) to: Pastor Wayne Cowart for the memorial service. 
Gunalch’eesh to Laura’s uncle, chief of the Wooshkeetaan, Dennis 
Gray Sr., for speaking on the family’s behalf. Gunalch’eesh to Teresa 
Land for music, the cooks and everyone who brought food, to Lee for 
use of ANB Hall and everyone that came. Thanks to Doris Bell for the 
beautiful flowers for Laura’s memorial and Sonny Williams for the 
burning plate for Laura. 

A great big heartfelt Gunalch’eesh to Phyllis Sage. From the 
moment I asked who can print the program in color Phyllis was my 
right hand lady helping with programs, setting up and cleaning the 
hall, rides to and from ANB hall and thank you Georgia (CIA) for 
doing flyers to post. 

Praise God for always being there every step of the way in planning 
the memorial service—40-day for His child, Laura.

 Angelina Howard

Heavy Equipment Day, sponsored by Alaska Miners Association 
Haines Chapter, was a resounding success. We owe thanks to the many 
local volunteers who gave time and displayed equipment so kids of 
all ages could experience real-world machinery that makes building 
a community possible. Thanks to the following local companies for 
their participation and displays: Southeast Road Builders, White 
Rock, Turner Construction, Little Diggers, The Stump Company, 
Delta Western, Mud Bay Lumber Co.

From out of town we wish to thank NC Equipment of Juneau for 
transporting and setting up your grader and excavator simulators for 
the young people of Haines to operate, and Bobcat of Juneau for your 
display of equipment. Thanks also to CMI of Juneau and Local 302 of 
the Operating Engineers.

Special thanks go to the fair (Jessica Edwards) for allowing us the 
space to hold this event and Chilkat Snowburners for providing and 
cooking a great lunch for all who attended. And finally, thanks to 
the public for attending this special, unique event. We appreciate the 
outpouring of support.

Lynette Campbell for the AMA Equipment Day Committee
 

I wish to express my thanks to all the compassionate, caring people 
in Haines and Klukwan. In the past nine months when my wife Denise 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor and had a successful operation 
and recovery, and then I was recently diagnosed with bladder and 
prostate cancer recently.

With my surgery complete and future treatments to follow, we thank 
everyone for the support, prayers, encouragement and help during 
our “bumps in the road.” Special thanks to the Uglys of Haines, New 
Hope Fellowship Church, Alaska Men’s Run, Roger Schnabel, our 
family, and friends. We are blessed to have such support and love 
from our community.

John Marquardt and Denise Sherman

I have witnessed first-hand the result of the University of Alaska’s 
timber removal operations at Icy Bay, north and west of Yakutat: 
A once pristine coastal rainforest transformed into an industrial 
wasteland. Logging practices where the “big timber” was exported 
out in the round and the rest of the forest was laid to waste. Cut and 
run. 

Stewardship which resulted in a twisted wasteland of clear-cut, 
littered with abandoned trailers and rusted logging machinery. Cut-
and-run stacks of rotting logs somehow missed the boat to Asia. Cut 
and run -  I wonder if the UA scholars make the connection of the 
money train from scholarship to clear-cut? Maybe the UA land office 
should show students standing on a stump in the middle of a twisted 
wasteland instead of grinning in front of the Eiffel Tower? 

UA, you have the option to be a true steward of your land and 
develop a sustainable and cultural plan for your inholdings. 
Selectively cut your land and encourage the community of Haines to 
use your timber for local use. Laying waste to the forest by creaming 
the big trees for the export market is dark-age thinking. Show some 
progressive thought and innovation and make us people of Haines 
proud of you.

Tom Faverty

Thanks for easing our bumps in the road

Resources out, degradation in
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Spring Fling
BBQ, Beer & Music
   April 27th • 6pm

6:30-7:30 Square Dance
Sweet Sunny North
7:30 Live Music by 

Lucid Culture (from Juneau)

Harriett Hall
Ice Cream Sundae Bar, Games, Face Painting

Support the Fair - Become a Member!
766-2476 or seakfair.org

 The Southeast Alaska State Fair      presents

13th
Annual

members free 
general admission $10

Great starter home! Approximately 1,559 SF of living space. 
One bedroom & kitchen upstairs, with 2 bedrooms and spacious 
living area downstairs. Lots of storage closets, laundry room, 
pantry, and attached covered woodshed. All public utilities. 

$197,500

239 N. Sawmill Road

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate
Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associate

We can help YOU too!

Cookies
Repair & Remodel

Call  303-0186 
Also fi nd us on facebook

Ryan Cook- Owner
License #128004

Box 963 Haines, AK 99827

 Insured and bonded

 Residential Remodels

 Fiberglass work above 
waterline
No job too small for 

Cookies R&R

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Borough Assembly 

wrestled with the issue of Chilkoot 
corridor congestion last week 
before approving a new tour 
permit. 

Increased human traffic on 
the road has led to potentially 
dangerous encounters with bears. 
An Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game technician quit his 
job last year after a crowd of 
bear viewers near the Chilkoot 
River weir ignored warning signs 
and ventured too close to a bear, 
pushing it toward him. 

Mozeon Alaska Charters applied 
for the new tour that offers private 
boat charters and land tours. Co-
owner Heather Sanborne said 
they will take guests to Chilkoot 
Lake and along the river. She said 
while they plan to fish along some 
waterways, they won’t in Chilkoot 
Lake or the the river.   

“We would like to be able 
to show them the salmon run,” 
Sanborne said. “We understand 
the pressure on the area and the 
number of people that go into the 
area.  We don’t have much interest 
being there in those high traffic 
times. It would take away from 
the experience.”

Assembly member Heather 
Lende cited concerns about adding 
more congestion to an already 
crowded area. She said part of 
the assembly’s job when issuing 

tour permits is protecting current 
tours, and that adding more traffic 
could hurt established businesses.

Lende motioned to disallow 
Mozeon guests from exiting 
tour vans along the Chilkoot 
River. “That’s still adding to the 
congestion,” Lende said. “It’s 
still not solving the problem. 
I recognize that. But at some 
point, we have to take some 
responsibility for the goose that’s 
laying the golden egg for our 
tour industry and we don’t want 
to kill it.” 

Assembly member Sean Maidy 
agreed and said the assembly 
“should start restricting everybody 
on this one specific path, that’s a 
huge nuisance, as they come up 
and then, as the problem dissipates 
over time, we can start reopening it 
to people as they come up.” 

Assembly member  Tom 
Morphet said adding restrictions 
to a random tour would be bad 
public policy. “We need to take a 
comprehensive look at who we’re 
going to start restricting out there,” 
Morphet said. “Until we do that I 
don’t think it’s fair to start because 
this one happened to land on our 
desk today.”

Borough officials will be 
meeting with representatives 
from Alaska State Parks to discuss 
overcrowding issues on April 25 
at 7 p.m. Mayor Jan Hill said the 
assembly should wait to begin 

discussion until after that meeting.  
“Perhaps we will meet as a body 
and look at the whole picture not 
just one particular tour.”

The bulk of the assembly agreed 
and Lende’s motion failed 2-4. 

The assembly unanimously 
approved the new tour permit. 

The Tourism Advisory Board 
met last month to discuss the 
issue. At that meeting, Alaska 
State Parks ranger Travis Russell 
said the bulk of the problems result 
from independent travelers, not 
commercial tours. Russell said 
he issued five or six warnings 
a day last summer for people 
to move their cars. The board 
recommended the borough hire 
an assistant to help Russell 
enforce the rules. 

Tourism Director Carolann 
Wooton told the board that 
people have written unfavorable 
comments about the area in 
blogs and that others have lodged 
complaints at the visitor center. 

Sanborne said she and her 
husband have operated their fishing 
charter tours out of Skagway since 
2014 but wanted to move their 
business from that community 
because they disliked the “turn 
and burn” culture. 

“This year what we would like 
to do is bring all of our operations 
down to Haines and provide 
our charter just out of Haines,” 
Sanborne said.

Assembly weighs Chilkoot congestion 
during tour permit approval hearing 

Plastic bags have a bad rap and 
Haines is taking strides to reduce 
their use.

Haines Friends of Recycling’s 
zero waste-themed earth week has 
renewed talks about how to cut 
back on single-use plastics.

Lynn Canal Conservation board 
member Heidi Robichaud said 
the nonprofit has been working 
to encourage the use of reusable 
bags in local stores as part of its 
“Borrow a Bag” program.

LCC launched the program in 
2016 when “bag lady” stands, 
made of recycled bicycle handles, 
were placed near the front doors 
at the library, Mountain Market, 
Howser’s IGA and Oleruds. About 
75 cloth bags were printed with 
LCC and Borrow a Bag logos 
and put on the stands with the 
intention that shoppers would use 
them and return them and other 
reusable bags.

“Store owners say as soon as 
bags are there, they’re gone and 
don’t come back,” Robichaud said. 
“The program needs support, it 
needs buy-in from the community.”

A discussion on plastic bags 
has not been introduced to local 
committees or the Haines Borough 
assembly, but Howser’s IGA took 
a step forward about seven years 
ago by switching to paper bags, 

IGA staff said.
Robichaud said 17 communities 

in Alaska have banned single-use 
plastic bags, including Wasilla, 
Cordova, Bethel, Hooper Bay 
and other small villages. The 
governments in Palmer, Denali and 
Unalaska are considering a ban. 

According to the Earth Policy 
Institute, plastic bags can take up 
to 1,000 years to decompose. The 
bags contribute significantly to 
pollution in the ocean and can kill 
marine life and birds if ingested. 
Plastic bags also are easily blown 
by the wind and can get caught 
around animals’ necks.

Robichaud said using reusable 
bags is an easy switch. “Person by 
person this is something you can 
easily do, but it needs to become 
habit.” 

Anchorage representative Andy 
Josephson introduced a bill in 
the Alaska legislature this year to 
impose a statewide 20-cent tax on 
plastic bags. Legislative aid Lisa 
Delaney said the bill was later 
changed to be a statewide ban on 
plastic bags. She said she doesn’t 
think the bill will reach the floor 
for a vote due to time constraints.

LCC will host a table at the Earth 
Day Fair on April 21 at the senior 
center with more information on 
efforts to cut out plastic bags.

WASTE from page 1

Plastic bags in Haines

Chilkoot Indian Associations presents:
“Everything from afar drifts ashore: 

The Northern Hub of Tlingit Country.”
April 24th 6-8 PM at the Chilkat Center

Suggested donation $10-15, proceeds go to the
Chilkoot Indian Association’s culture camp.

“Dan Henry tells a story about the history of Alaska in a way it 
has never been told before. This is a terrifi c read for both casual 
readers and nit-picky experts, a feat to celebrate and enjoy.”

~Terrence Cole, Ph.D., Professor of History, University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks, AK, Author of Fighting for the Forty-Ninth Star: 

               C.W. Snedden and the Crusade for Alaska Statehood and          
Banking on Alaska: The Story of the National Bank of Alaska

21, featuring a panel of local businesses on how they are reducing 
waste and other displays.
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• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!• IFR Certifi ed in 

Caravan and Chieftain

Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Depart JNU       Arrive HNS        

8:20 am

11:45 am

2:15 pm

4:50 pm

8:55 am

12:20 pm

3:25 pm

5:25 pm

7:30 am

11:00 am

1:30 pm

4:00 pm

8:05 am

11:35 am

2:05 pm

4:35 pm

Call for Skagway fl ight information. via SGY

Spring Flight Schedule 
April 2 - May 4, 2018

 Depart HNS       Arrive JNU  

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

Think Globally, Shop Locally

The Hospice of Haines
Very Big

Spring Rummage Sale

BIG SALE DAY: May 5, 9:00 - 4:00
May 6, SUNDAY SPECIALS: 10:00 - 1:00

($2 bag for <$5 and 1/2 off for >$5 items)

Everything is free 1-3pm
Your generous donations may be dropped off at 

Harriett Hall at the Fairgrounds on May 4, 9-5:30
Please Note: One grocery bag of adult clothing (plus one of 
children‛s), 2 coats only, no TVs, VCRs, or computers unless 

fl at screen or laptop.
For sale questions, call 766-3645. To volunteer, call 766-3802.

May 5 & 6

Sc ience  Cowboy 
Rides  Again

with Mr.Fontenot
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 

with your science questions for Mr. Fontenot, 
science teacher at Haines High School

Article 
Sponsored by:

Ella Bredthauer and Akela Silkman
info@edtechinfused.com

It has been brought to my attention that my answer to last week’s 
question about time and altitude may have been founded in old 
dogma, or at least may not have been as respectful as it should have 
been, or as open to new ideas. A distinguished Italian physicist by 
the name of Carlo Rovelli has proposed a radical new theory of time 
and quantum gravity, and claims that the passage of time is slower at 
higher altitudes, and measurably so.

I’m still inclined to call “horsefeathers”, but then that’s just 
what many folks did when Galileo and Einstein put forth their 
revolutionary ideas. Also, it’s unscientifi c of me to form an opinion 
before I’ve even read the theory in the words of its proponent. So I 
will read Dr. Rovelli’s book. Maybe I’ll read it down at the beach, so 
it doesn’t take me as long.

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

You might have seen the many 
large yellow garbage bags lined 
up along the sidewalks of town 
last week. Community Clean-up 
kicked off Earth Week and many 
helped to make Haines trash free. 
Genny Rietze, who also hosted 
guest speaker Bea Johnson last 
weekend after her Zero-Waste 
Home presentation at the Chilkat 
Center, and her BBBS Little, 
Abby, were among those that 
participated in the event.

Susan Tandy has returned 
to Haines after a couple years 
in California. It was a family 
effort to help her move back. 
Granddaughter Liz Segars 
drove her car from California to 
Bellingham. From there, Liz, her 
father Brad Segars and friend 
Veronica Staggs drove up the 
Alcan to Haines. “They had quite 
the adventure—lost three trailer 
tires, ran out of gas and more,” 
said Susan. Liz is now living in 
Haines and has many jobs lined 
up for summer. 

Kayley Swinton has been 
named to the 2017-2018 winter 
term President’s List at Oregon 
Institute of Technology. Kayley 
is studying biology and health 
sciences. Students must maintain 
a grade-point average of at least 
3.7 to qualify.

Sarah Elliott has expanded her 
duties at the Haines Big Brothers 
Big Sisters program. She will be 
providing match support to all the 
current existing matches but, due 
to budget cuts, no new matches, 
monthly activities or local office 
will be available. Sarah has been 
with BBBS for seven years out 
of her home office as a match 
support specialist. Sarah can be 
reached at 314-0639 or sarah.
elliott@bbbsak.org.

DULY from page 2
to do a lot of support work, but 

I think assembly members need to 
work their work also.”

Maidy said to do that, assembly 
members need to treat their roles as 
elected officials as a full-time job 
that involves research, specificity 
and tenacity. He also said the 
assembly is supposed to focus less 
on the minutiae. “One of the things 
we get hung up on, and I’m not 
excluded from this, is we tend to 
think that when something comes 
to our table we need to change it 
slightly to make it ours.” 

Gregg said making the right 
decisions is more important than 
the brevity of meetings. He said 
discussions often yield insights 
for everyone.  

Scott said she wants to have 
meetings of substance. “I just 
don’t want meetings where we’re 
talking about diddly things over 
and over and over again. I want to 
talk about an important idea. You 
have to prepare your thought. You 
have to write it down…I really do 
feel that preparation is what makes 
things happen.”

The assembly members also 
discussed the upcoming community 
meeting with University of Alaska 
regarding the proposed timber 
sale. Gregg and Lende wanted to 
have a separate meeting where 
the assembly had a seat at the 
table, as opposed to only hearing 
a presentation from the University. 
Gregg asked mayor Jan Hill how 
assembly members will get a 
chance to speak with them about 
the proposed timber sale. 

“You would raise your hand and 
somebody would call on you and 
you would ask your question,” 
Hill said. 

Assembly members Brenda 
Josephson and Tom Morphet were 
absent from the meeting. 

COW from page 1

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough Public Safety Commission 

recommended the borough research purchasing a 
drug-sniffing dog for the police department.

Officer Chris Brown, who has five years of 
experience working in a K-9 unit, said a police dog 
could be valuable for sniffing methamphetamines 
and opioids at the ferry terminal, the post office, the 
Canadian border, on charter planes and personal boats.

“All drugs have an odor…it may not be something 
that we can pick up, but a dog can,” he said. “We 
could use three dogs in this town, easily.” 

He offered that the Skagway police department 
or the U.S. Coast Guard could also make use of a 
drug-sniffing dog. 

Brown said the legalization of marijuana in the 
state has caused a challenge in finding hard drugs. 
“With legalization, a smell of marijuana doesn’t 
automatically mean an arrest that could lead to 
finding hard drugs,” Brown said. He said having a 
drug-sniffing dog could circumvent that problem.

“A dog has skills that we just don’t have. It’s a 
guarantee to help with the drug problem,” Brown said.

Commissioner Paul Rogers said although he 
supports having a dog in Haines, he is concerned 
that the borough can’t afford it, given the proposed 
$75,000 draw on the borough’s reserve funds to 
balance next year’s budget.

Officer Josh Dryden said a police dog, which would 
likely be a Labrador retriever, and the associated 
training could cost upwards of $40,000. But he said 

there are other ways to fund having the animal.
Anchorage’s dog program, which supports five 

or six dogs, is funded by a nonprofit organization. 
Other small communities like Petersburg, Hoonah 
and Sitka had drug-sniffing dogs in the past.

Kit Brown, Brown’s wife, said, “You are not 
looking at buying an animal, you’re looking at buying 
another police officer that is not going to cost you 
a police salary.” She said the borough could look at 
the cost as a number on paper or they could consider 
it as an investment in the safety of the community.

“Just having a dog here is going to discourage 
people,” Dryden said. “A dog would be another 
item in our tool belt to move the drugs out of town.”

Police chief Heath Scott said he sees having a drug-
sniffing dog as a “vital need” in the police department.

Southeast Alaska prosecutor Amy Page said from 
her experience, every dog works with a specific 
handler. Dogs can do general sweeps of an area but 
are used mostly to search specific items when police 
have a reasonable suspicion that drugs are involved. 
Part of the handler and dog training, some of which 
is free through the Alaska State Troopers, is to teach 
officers how and when the drug-sniffing dogs are 
allowed to be used in investigations.

Community members Greg Podsiki and Tammy 
Piper spoke in favor of Haines getting a drug-sniffing 
dog. Podsiki said a dog has the potential to save lives. 
Piper said a police dog is a good idea because “I 
believe we have a big issue in this town and people 
are wearing blinders.”

Safety commission wants drug dog

By Natalie Helms
Haines High School musicians 

received high marks at the 2018 
Southeast Alaska Spring Music 
Festival in Juneau last week.

Individuals and ensembles 
in band and choir won several 
superior rat ings for their 
performances at Juneau-Douglas 
High School. Music teacher Matt 
Davis accompanied 20 students 
to the festival.

“The kids went through our 
digital catalogue and picked out all 
the music,” Davis said, adding that 
the musicians have been practicing 
their selections for months.

Three judges for large ensembles 
awarded Concert Choir two 
superior ratings. Man Choir 
received three superior ratings, 
“and the most vigorous standing 
ovation of the festival,” Davis said. 

Keegan Palmieri ,  Raine 
Winge and Dalton Klinger won 
outstanding musician awards for 
Concert Choir, Concert Band and 
Man Choir, respectively.

In the solo and ensemble 
category, one judge gave Man 

Students garner praise at Music Fest
Choir a superior rating with Mark 
Davis on tenor I, Palmieri and 
Nathan Haas on lead/bass I, and 
Dalton Klinger on bass II for 
singing “What Shall We Do With 
A Drunken Sailor?” by Alice 
Parker and Robert Shaw.

Palmieri, accompanied by 
Rebekah McCoy, received a 
superior rating on his baritone 
solo cal led “Blow,  Blow 
Thou Winter Wind.” Yzella 
Miramontes, a student of Nancy 
Nash, got a superior rating 
performing “Bethena” by Scott 
Joplin on piano. Lydia Andriesen, 
accompanied by McCoy, got a 
superior rating for the song “Valley 
of Laughter.” Mark Davis, 
accompanied by Miramontes, got 
a superior rating for performing 
Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto-
second movement:Andate.”

Davis said Haines students 
also started the first regional 
brass quintet at the festival, with 
players from Thunder Mountain 
High School, Petersburg and Sitka 
joining in.

Man Choir, Miramontes, 

Andriesen and Mark Davis were 
invited to perform at the Alaska 
State Solo Ensemble Festival in 
Anchorage on May 11 and 12. 

Davis said he would like to thank 
teacher Lily Boron’s sister Rose 
Lawhorne who fed the entire group 
twice at her home and once at the 
high school. Davis said it was nice 
to feel like the music department 
had family.

After the festival, students 
signed and framed a certificate of 
appreciation for Davis as he nears 
the end of his first year as music 
teacher.

“We have been through a lot of 
music teachers as seniors, and I 
can tell you without a doubt, Mr. 
Davis, that you have been the best 
music teacher I’ve had. No doubt,” 
said Palmieri as he presented Davis 
with his award.

Davis, in his first year as music 
teacher, said one judge who was 
impressed with his students’ 
talents told him “you owe their 
previous music teachers a beer.”

See MUSIC page 6
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Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

Soups and sandwiches daily
Fine teas � Raven’s Brew co� ee 

Free Wi-Fi

Bringing Haines:
Sponsored by

Open 
Mon. - Fri. 7am - 3pm
Sat. 7:30am - 2:30pm

Closed Sunday

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving 
professional  builders 

and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, 
across from the Port Chilkoot Dock. 766-2700

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE

SOUTHBOUND

NORTHBOUND
Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Friday
Sunday

20
22
23
27
29

11:30 am
11:30 am 
10:45 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

12:00 pm
1:00 pm

12:15 pm
12:00 pm
12:00 pm

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Friday
Sunday

3:00 pm
4:30 pm
4:15 pm 
3:00 pm
3:00 pm

4:00 pm
5:30 pm 
6:15 pm 
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

Sponsored by

LECONTE 
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
LECONTE
LECONTE

Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

LECONTE 
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
LECONTE
LECONTE

AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge
call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423

20
22
23
27
29

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Now Open!

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

`̀
766-2444

Bar opens at 4 PM 
Monday - Saturday

Current hours:

Harbor Bar
NOW OPEN!

Pool TournAment
Fridays @ 8pm

NO

P TT A

Karaoke
Thursdays @ 9pm

@@@@@ 8pm
Poker Tournament

Friday @ 7pm

We here at The Salvation Army would like to thank those in the 
Haines community who continue to support us, as we continue “Doing 
The Most Good.” Over the past year we have seen a great increase 
in many of the services that we provide such as the food bank, energy 
and rental assistance, youth/adult character-building programs and 
spiritual/psychological first aid.

We have also been called out of town on a number of different 
occasions to complete our continuing education, which is a 
requirement for officers of The Salvation Army. Because of this the 
hours that we have been able to keep the Family Store open have been 
rather sporadic. We appreciate your patience as we strive to keep this 
great community resource open as much as possible.

At the beginning of May, we will switch over to our summer hours 
and be open five days a week, six hours a day. There will, however, be 
times that conflicts in the schedule cannot be avoided, so please have 
patience with us. We are doing our best to serve this great community 
and give as much attention as we can to those things with the greatest 
priority. It is an honor and a privilege to serve in the great community 
of Haines. Thank you.

                                                                                 Lt. Kevin Woods

Suddenly the Haines Police Department has abandoned its 
claim to urge for a compassionate paradigm shift. At the April 12 
meeting of the Public Safety Commission, the chief and two officers 
lobbied for obtaining a police dog to aid in drug use/abuse detection 
and prosecution—an estimated $40,000 (and more) hit on the 
borough budget. Just a few months ago the police chief said focus 
was to emphasize referral and treatment options over arrest and 
prosecution—and when that occurred there were no concurring, 
lobbying police officers present and no estimated additional 
budget increases. Perhaps the Haines community will want to ask 
if compassionate paradigm shift talk is really a ruse to cover up a 
return to failed drug war practices?

Bill McCord

In response to Eric Holle’s Letter to Editor published in last 
Thursday’s issue, it is difficult to respond adequately in the Chilkat 
Valley News’ 250-word limit.

To meet those requirements would require editing so tightly that 
my response to you might be interpreted as cryptic or short, so I will 
prepare another Paid Commentary to answer your questions with 
proper respect. I apologize for this slight delay but you have asked 
questions that deserve an adequate answer.

I did search our local phone directory for your name, not listed, 
and assume you are a resident of Haines. An internet search indicates 
that according to a 1999 report in the Juneau Empire, you are an 
accomplished musician and worked “seasonally for the Sport Fish 
Division of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game” As I searched I 
also found out that you are the president of Haines-based Lynn Canal 
Conservation, helping me understand the basis of your questions. 

Joe Poor

Salvation Army appreciates support

Drug-sniffing dog is business as usual

Stand by for a substantial response

LETTERS from page 2

April 17, 1967
Haines Maru, Japanese lumber carrier named 

for the City of Haines and the newest of the fleet 
of Japanese lumber ships taking Alaskan forest 
products to Japan, will have [an] open house the 
afternoon of May 2 upon voyage.

In honor of the ship’s arrival, the Haines-Port 
Chilkoot Chamber of Commerce has organized a 
drive for funds to purchase a Gil Smith painting to 
be presented to the ship’s personnel for mounting 
in the dining room. The landscape will also have 
a plaque on it with details of the presentation of 
the gift from the residents of the area.

Southeast Alaskan towns have given their 
name to other lumber ships.

Wrangell Maru, one of the largest lumber 
freighters ever to call at port of Haines slipped 
into the dock at Lutak about 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 
4, to load 4,100,000 feet of lumber cut by Alaska 
Forest Products, Inc., and Schnabel Lumber Co.

Wrangell Maru makes the trip to Japan in 
approximately 14 days, and is due to return to 
Haines about May 15.
April 22, 1993

Amateur actors and theater buffs got down 
to the business of performances this week, but 
also took time to discuss the future of the state’s 
biennial theater festival.

Tourism director Susan Bell said she was 
thrilled with her five-minute role as Iris III in the 
local production “There’s a Fly in My Soap.” Like 
many actors this week, she found adjudication 
the best part of the show.

Plays from Fairbanks, Juneau, Ketchikan, and 
Matanuska Valley were scheduled for the last 

part of the week, and except for a delay in getting 
lights from Anchorage, the 11th festival was 
going well, said festival chair Heather Lende. 
Some extra effort by Lynden Transport brought 
the lights in [the] nick of time, said Lende, who 
was ready to add some improvisation of her own 
on the lights at the Chilkat Center.
April 17, 2008

Four Haines seventh graders won at the 
statewide History Day contest, qualifying them 
for the national competition this summer at the 
University of Maryland.

Tia Heywood won with her exhibit “All You 
Need is Love: The 60s, A Time of Great Change 
and Conflict.”

Royal and Patrick Henderson and Brennon 
Whitermore won in the group performance 
category with “Story of the Ironclads: The 
Conflicts of Wood vs. Iron, Brother vs. Brother, 
the Monitor vs. Merrimack, the Dawn of the 
Modern Battleship.”

The students worked on the history day 
projects in teacher Lisa Andriesen’s junior high 
classroom, an annual activity since 1995.

“This year is the first year … a performance 
has won at the state level, so that is exciting.” 
She said Royal Henderson’s spring break trip to 
a museum featuring the Civil War-era battleships 
Merrimack and Monitor informed the group’s 
state performance.

“I thought Tia’s project was one of the most 
visually stunning exhibits I have seen in a while.”

Andriesen said the History Day projects 
affirmed the way in which one event or individual 
could have a big effect on history.

WORD PLAY—Students at Klukwan School 
Thursday presented “Frog Girl,” a play in 
Tlingit and English. Audience members were 
introduced to Tlingit words before the play 
began. Tlingit language sharing activities 
continue Thursday, April 24 at Klukwan’s 
“Our Stories” program. (2008)
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Police Report

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

The
Salvation Army

Family Store
Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations
(by appt. 

only)

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

noon - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

R e c y c l e

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Chilkoot Indian Association 
will present “Everything from afar 
drifts ashore: The Northern Hub of 
Tlingit Country” —a book talk by 
Dan Henry, author of “Across the 
Shaman’s River” at the Chilkat 
Center Tuesday

Henry’s book, published in 
October, was more than a 
decade in the making. The book 
tells the history of John Muir’s 
contact with and conversion of 
the Tlingit to Christianity. The 
book’s history of the Chilkat and 
Chilkoot people also draws on 
25 oral histories Henry collected 
over 15 years. Other sources 
include unpublished portions of 
Muir’s journals documenting his 
travels in the area.

CIA is scheduling the book talk 
as part of the upcoming Southeast 
Alaska tribal transportation 
program workshop set for April 
24 through April 26 at the ANB 
Hall. The workshop will focus 
on water transportation in the 
region. Representatives from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
Federal Highways Administration 
will attend. 

“We wanted to give the people 
that come to the conference, and the 
community, some things that are 
more entertaining and more fun,” 
said Ryan Barber, CIA assistant 
transportation coordinator. “I think 
it does a couple of important things 
for the community. There’s a lot of 
people in my generation and after 

my generation who graduated here 
and have never heard any history 
of this place, certainly no Native 
history. It’s also really beneficial 
to people who have moved here 
as adults.”

Henry said he’s prepared a 
slideshow that gives an overview 
of the book and he hopes to engage 
in discussion. “People can come 
with questions,” Henry said. 
“I’m hoping for some comments 
and reactions. I’m really looking 
forward to talking about the book.”

Suggested of donations of $10 to 
$15 will go toward this summer’s 
CIA Culture Camp. The event is 
scheduled for April 24 at 6 p.m.

 

Dan Henry to give ‘Shaman’s River’ talk 

 Davis said he felt like he was in the wrong place. 
“Other people get these types of awards,” he said. 
“There’s lots of thanks to be given to the students’ 
previous music teachers and who taught them as 
kids,” Davis said.

Videos of the musicians’ performances can be found 
on the Haines Glacier Bears Facebook page. Haines 
alumnus and horn player John Plucker watched the 
video. ”I’m very impressed by the high level of 

musicianship from the Haines students,” Plucker 
said. “It’s not a big band, or a big choir, where half 
of the members can coast on the effort of the other 
half. But this is pure chamber music, where each 
musician is a soloist, and essential for the success 
of the whole group.” 

Band and choir in grades 5-12 will perform at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 2 at the Chilkat Center.

MUSIC from page 4

April 10
 A 21 Mile Haines Highway caller reported finding a watch.
April 11
 A Sawmill Road caller reported a vehicle that has been 
abandoned on private property.
 A Haines area citizen reported $1,000 in damage to their vehicle.
 A caller reported an injury that was sustained from a dog bite at 
0.5 Mile Mud Bay Road.
 A First Avenue caller reported a vehicle parked in a public parking 
lot overnight.
 A Second Avenue business requested extra patrols.
April 12
 A Third Avenue caller reported a lost credit card.
 A cell phone was found at the Mt. Riley trailhead and returned to 
its owner.
 A caller reported a vehicle had been parked in excess of the 
two-hour limit on Main Street.
 A credit card on Main Street was found and placed in safekeeping.
April 13
 A welfare check was conducted on an Eagle’s Nest resident.
 A cell phone was reported lost on Lutak Road.
April 14
 A fishing spear was found at Tlingit Park and placed in 
safekeeping.
 A Young Road citizen requested assistance.
 A Fourth Avenue caller reported loud music in the area.
 A water/sewer alarm was activated on Piedad Road.
 A Main Street caller reported a hit and run with minor damages 
to their vehicle.
 A caller reported a loose horse at 3 Mile Haines Highway.
 A caller reported a fight in progress at 0 Mile Haines Highway.
 A caller reported being assaulted at 0 Mile Haines Highway.
April 15
 A Haines area caller reported a lost cell phone.
 A Jones Point business reported vandalism to their property.
 A Union Street caller reported someone making inappropriate 
comments about them.
April 16
 A caller reported loose horses at 4 Mile Haines Highway.
 A water/sewer alarm was reported at the pump station.
 A confidential report of child abuse was made by a Haines area 
citizen.
 A caller reported a red light on top of Santa Claus Mountain.
There were eight 911, eleven EMS, and no animal calls, and two 
vehicle stops. 

Black-Out Poems 
by Tracy Wirak’s 

4th Grade 
students. 

Happy 
Poetry Month!

By Maddox Rogers

By Bear Scott

AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD TO HAINES 
 �
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(Un)Classified Ads
YARD SALE - April 28th Hazel 

Englund home @ 2 mile Haines 
Hwy. 9 a.m. - noon. (15f) 

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1 ,300  per  mon th ,  ca l l 
(907)723-1599 or (512)658-
8813. (cb)

HAINES BOROUGH
POSITION OPENING

Seasonal Parks/General Laborer
FT, seasonal, union optional 
position. Minimum Qualifications: 
HS Diploma or equiv. and an AKDL. 
Starting wage: $15.96 per hr. Get 
job desc. & required borough 
app. from the Clerk, 103 3rd Ave, 
Haines, 766-6400, afullerton@
haines.ak.us, or online at www.
hainesalaska.gov. App. deadline: 
5pm, 5/4/18, or thereafter until 
filled. EOE. (15-16b)

HAINES BOROUGH
POSITION OPENING

Equipment Operator /Maint . 
Worker. FT, perm., union position. 
Minimum Qualif ications: HS 
Diploma or equiv. and training/
exper ience operating heavy 
equipment. Starting wage: $20.10 
per hr. Get job desc. & required 
borough app. from the Clerk, 
103 3rd Ave, Haines, 766-6400, 
aful ler ton@haines.ak.us, or 
online at www.hainesalaska.gov. 
App. deadline: 5pm, 6/1/18, or 
thereafter until filled. EOE. (15-
16b)

HAINES BOROUGH
Junk Car Removal Program

The Borough expects to remove 
30 vehicles. $50 fee/vehicle; must 
be road accessible. Titles must be 
signed over to Borough. Vehicles 
taken in order of payment/title 
received. Contact 907-766-6409 
or kkielsmeier@haines.ak.us to 
sign up. (15b)

HAINES BOROUGH
Request for Proposals

Borough Attorney/Legal Services
Inviting interested attorneys or legal 
firms to submit written proposals 
to  p rov ide  comprehens ive 
legal services to the borough. 
Firms must be able to provide a 
designated individual to serve as 
Borough Attorney. Must have the 
capability to provide expertise in 
the areas of general municipal 
law, land use, water utility law, 
personnel and labor matters, and 
conflict of interest laws. Interested 
firms should obtain a complete 
RFP document via our website at 
www.hainesalaska.gov or contact 
the Borough Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us or by calling (907) 
766-6402. Proposal deadline: 
4:00pm ADT, 5/18/18. (15-16b)

KHNS has a top job opportunity, 
check out our website, KHNS.
org for details. (15-16b)

TWC is Hiring: part-time Education 
Coordinator/Field Technician. 
20hrs/week. Pay: $17-$20/hr. 
DOE. Send resume and cover 
letter to Meredith@takshanuk.
org by Friday April 27. (15-16b)

1987 CONVERTED SCHOOL 
BUS for sale. $5,900 OBO. Call 
Chloe at 766-2770. (14-15p) 

HOUSEKEEPERS & Front Desk 
Clerks wanted. Please apply 
at Captain’s Choice Motel. 
(14-15b)

H E L P  WA N T E D : H a m m e r 
Museum, Inc. seeks a motivated 
team player to join our family 
for the upcoming season. The 
position of Museum Assistant 
is responsible for giving tours, 
operating the Museum Store, 
helping with events and other 
duties.Posit ion runs from 
early May through the end 
of September. Pay is DOE. 
25 – 30 hours a week with 
the potential for more. Email 
cover letter and resume to 
director@hammermuseum.org  
Hammer Museum is an equal 
opportunity employer. (11-15b)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED 
MOTOR VEHICLES ON 
PRIVATE PROPERTY: Lot 
42, Sec 2T31SR59E, Small 
Tracts Road.

1993 Buick Century (maroon) 
VIN-1g4ag55n2p641207

1993 Jeep Cheokee Country 
(maroon) license plate EFW707 
VIN- 1J4FT78S0PL611830

1990(?) Chevy truck (blue) 
license plate 8A89CL

1995 Jeep Cherokee Wagon 
(maroon) license plate CVX553 
VIN- 1JCUL7713FT008521

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
The above vehicles will be 
removed from Lot 42, Sec 
2T31SR59E Small Tracts 
Road owned by Tonya Clark. 
Attempts to locate the owners 
have been unsuccessful . 
The vehicles are deemed 
abandoned in accordance with 
AS 28.11.025 an be disposed 
of if not retrieved in 30 days.

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

Shop 
locally and 
support your 
community

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

“Wheresoever you go, go with all your heart.”
~ Confucius

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day       Date            High      Low       Rain
Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 36° F

April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16

51
56
51
56
51
46
43

37
38
35
35
35
35
39

47
51
50
50
51
51
41

32
27
29
31
30
27
19

0.21
0

0.05
0
0
0
0

0.02
trace

0
0
0

0.14
0

Day       Date            High      Low       Rain

Robin Grace LCSW 
Psychotherapy via Video 
or Phone Consultations

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Pet of the Week

HOULBERG 
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC.

Complete Plumbing & Heating Services 
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693 or 303-7890
~Serving the Chilkat Valley since 1994~

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Snowmachine repair and 
parts • Monitor and Toyo 

Stove repair and installation •  
Stihl outdoor equipment 

in stock • Tire repair 

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
Open Tues - Sat • 10 am - 3 pm

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

DR. CHRISTOPHER 
THORGESEN, D.C.

225 MAIN STREET    766-3555

M-F 9-6

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

    

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

No yoga April 9-16
Classes resume 
Friday, April 20

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

hours
Mon-Sat, 9A-5:30P

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

25% Cuprous
    Oxide

$100 / gallon
Red or Black

Surf  Fisheries Supply
Bottom 
Paint

Lawn Development and 
Erosion Control

J &         J
HYDROSEEDING, LLC     

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

(sale good thru 4/30/18)
(excludes Crocs that are already on sale)

(Storewide, 
any style)
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CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETING ON 
UPCOMING BLASTING OPERATIONS

There will be a meeting to address the upcoming 
blasting operations for the Haines Highway Project. 
This meeting will be held so that the Blasting Consultant 
and the Blasting Specialist can present on the blasting 
operations and answer questions regarding blasting. 
The meeting will be held at the Haines High School 

at 5:00 on Thursday evening, April 19, 2018.

Support independent media!
Subscribe to the Chilkat Valley 

News and get free online access. 

Local annual subscriptions 
are only $46.42

Grace Comstock, 4, plays with the levers on a machine at the 
Heavy Equipment Day at the fairgrounds Saturday. Natalie 
Helms photo.

Lighthouse committee on third 
round attempt to lease Eldred Rock
By Natalie Helms

The Eldred Rock Lighthouse 
Committee hopes it’s near the 
end of an almost 20-year battle to 
access the island and restore the 
historic lighthouse.

Longtime lighthouse committee 
member Pam Randles said the 
group is on its third attempt to 
lease the island for five years 
from the Coast Guard in hopes of 
completing annual maintenance 
on the historic structures.

Eldred Rock, located in Lynn 
Canal about 20 miles south of 
Haines, is the oldest original 
Alaskan lighthouse building. It 
was built in 1906 and is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The United States Coast Guard 
owns the island and its buildings, 
including the octagonal lighthouse, 
a boathouse, carpenter shop and 
helicopter pad. Coast Guard 
members lived in the lighthouse 
until its light was automated in 
1973.

With passage of the National 
Historic Lighthouse Preservation 
Act in 2000, a number of interested 
people from Haines began to 
pursue obtaining Eldred Rock 
Lighthouse under the act, Randles 
said.

Through the act, the Coast Guard 
turns its lighthouses over to the 
General Services Administration. 
According to Sheldon Museum 
records, Eldred Rock appeared 
briefly on the administration’s list 
of lighthouses to be transferred 
under the act in 2004 but was 
quickly pulled off as the result of 
a claim made by the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Passage of The Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Act 
of 2006, as well as Department 
of Conservation concerns about 
contaminated soil, allowed Eldred 
Rock and three other small 
lighthouses to be transferred 
back to the Coast Guard. But 
Eldred Rock and the committee’s 
attempts to restore it were put on 
the backburner, Randles said.

In 2013, when the Eldred 
Rock Lighthouse Committee was 
associated with the museum, it 
was granted a “historic license” to 
restore the lighthouse. Committee 
members, as well as Coast Guard 
and Marine Exchange of Alaska 
officials, made a trip to the island 
for an assessment. The committee 
became its own nonprofit 
organization later that year.

The Marine Exchange is a 
nonprofit seeking to track boats 

and ships statewide, including 
by high-tech gear. Its interest 
is in stationing tracking gear on 
the island, but it also has helped 
restore lighthouses elsewhere 
in the region, according to its 
website. The group, staffed with 
former Coast Guard employees, 
has dedicated $1,000 per year 
plus labor toward restoration 
efforts. Representative Jonathon 
Wood has partnered with the local 
lighthouse committee. Randles 
said the group’s help has been 
“invaluable.”

The committee’s restoration 
plan, in conjunction with the 
state historic preservation office, 
includes getting rid of asbestos 
and lead paint, updating plumbing 
and electric and making the 
lighthouse’s three large bedrooms 
and kitchen livable spaces for 
guests to stay or host events. 
Randles said they hope to convert 
the carpenter shop into a hostel for 
passing boaters.

“Eldred Rock Lighthouse is 
well-loved by the public,” Randles 
said. “It’s important for historical 
reasons, and everyone that passes 
on the ferry and cruises take a look. 
We would like to not only preserve 
it but make it accessible.”

WATER from page 1
released and more will be 

available periodically. “We’d be 
open to working with other groups 
too and collaborating and maybe 
going out together and sampling.” 

Cornejo displayed some data 
on copper and aluminum levels  
in Glacier Creek and water near 
the Klehini Bridge and the Mud 
Bay spring. The copper levels in 
Glacier Creek and the Klehini are 
very low, Cornejo said. Levels 
of aluminum are very high  
during glacial runoff, according 
to Constantine’s data. “Naturally 
these rivers are higher than the 
aquatic (water quality) standards,” 
Cornejo said. 

Nakanishi said Alaska has 

some of the most stringent water 
quality standards in the country. 
Constantine would have to comply 
with water quality standards 
whether or not waters affected by 
discharge have natural levels that 
exceed those standards.

Thom Ely asked Nakanishi why 
the Red Dog and Greens Creek 
mines top the list of the worst 
industrial polluters in the United 
States.

Nakanishi said the EPA’s toxic 
release inventory that lists those 
mines is “a little misleading” 
because it includes discharges into 
regulated facilities. 

“Red Dog has been number one 
in terms of discharges...99 or 98 

percent of discharges reported in 
that report, and the same as Greens 
Creek, are disposal in regulated 
facilities, meaning that they are 
permanent for that disposal and 
that disposal is monitored and 
evaluated.”

In her presentation, Pochardt 
discussed copper and its effect 
on salmon. Copper is more or 
less toxic to fish based on certain 
parameters. If water is soft or 
acidic, copper is more lethal to 
salmon. Copper is less harmful 
if it’s present in hard water. The 
Klehini River water is on the hard 

end of the scale and has a neutral 
pH balance, Pochardt said.  

A third parameter that affects 
copper toxicity is dissolved 
organic carbon. Copper binds 
with these carbons. The level of 
dissolved organic carbon in the 
Klehini is quite low, Pochardt said, 
and such carbons “reduce toxicity 
greater than hardness would.”  

The Chilkat Valley Mining 
Forum Committee is made up 
of members from the Haines 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Haines Borough, Constantine, 
Northern Southeast Gillnetters, 

Chilkoot Indian Association, 
Haines Sportsmen’s Association, 
the Palmer Family, the Alaska 
Miner’s Association, United 
Southeast Alaska Gillnetters 
Association and the Takshanuk 
Watershed Council. The Chilkat 
Indian Village and Lynn Canal 
Conservation, former members, 
dropped out of the committee 
last fall. The committee is co-
chaired by Chamber of Commerce 
Director Tracey Harmon and 
Constantine’s Cornejo. 


