
local artist to beautify the town’s 
crosswalks. But Merrick Bochart’s 
mermaids and fish designs ran 
afoul of state transportation 
officials who deemed them a safety 
hazard and ordered them removed. 

“If an accident was caused 
because a pedestrian or motorist 
couldn’t tell it was a crosswalk, 
could you sleep with yourself at 
night? We said we couldn’t,” said 
Department of Transportation 
spokesman Jeremy Woodrow.

Local issues – that included 
a hard-fought decision to start 
harbor expansion and the firing 
of the borough manager Bill 
Seward after six months on the 
job – played against a steady 
drumbeat of ominous news from 
the State of Alaska: Cuts that 
started unraveling the town’s 
institutions, with threats of deeper 
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ANGELS FLY AT FOLLIES

 See AWARDS page 14

  See YEAR  page 7

Governor blocks Juneau Road
Funding rerouted to other Lynn Canal projects

    See SEWARD page 11 

Art, large public projects dominated news in 2016

Lende, Hotch receive 
awards from governor

    Oregon firm wins Baby Brown - page 10

 Larry Beck with Avery Beck, Matt Davis, Chris Brown with Alora Brown, and Michael Ganey perform 
at the Holly Jolly Follies Sunday. More Follies photos, page 12. Tom Morphet photo.

     2016: Year in Photos - pages 8-9

See ROAD page 10

By Natalie Helms
Two longtime Haines and 

Klukwan leaders are recipients of 
the 2017 Governor’s Awards for 
the Arts and Humanities.

H e a t h e r  L e n d e  w o n  a 
“Distinguished Service to the 
Humanities” award, one of three 
given out each year. Lani Hotch 
of Klukwan will receive the “Arts 
Business Leadership” award.

Lende knew she was nominated, 
she said, but didn’t expect to 
win. “It’s a huge honor,” Lende 
said. “I think it’s a tribute to the 
community.”

The pair are among nine winners 

from across the state selected 
from public nominations for 
“noteworthy contributions to the 
arts and humanities in Alaska,” 
according to the governor’s awards 
website.

T h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Service  to  the  Humani t ies 
Awards “recognize individuals, 
organizations or institutions 
who/that have made significant 
contributions to the humanities in 
Alaska.”

Ron Spatz, editor-in-chief of 
Alaska Quarterly Review and 

Seward weighs suit; 
recall effort in works

By Natalie Helms
Gov. Bill Walker cited the state 

fiscal crisis last week for his 
decision to halt the Juneau Access 
Road Project, making good on his 
promise to settle the issue during 
his term.

An available $38 million - 
out of $48 million in the state 
general fund intended for the 
project - is now reauthorized 
to stay in the Lynn Canal for 
“other transportation and capital 
projects,” per the governor’s 
proposed fiscal year 2018 budget.

Of the $38 million, $4 million 
is earmarked for the Day Boat 
Alaska Class Ferry Project, said 

Jeremy Woodrow, spokesperson 
for the Alaska Department of 
Transportation. It will go toward 
outfitting the two new ferries with 
life boats and other equipment 
when complete in 2018.

DOT is waiting for direction on 
how to use the remaining funds, 
Woodrow said, but the governor’s 
budget must still go through the 
legislative process for approval. 

Walker said in a press release: 
“I am a builder by background 
and understand the importance 
of construction projects, but I am 
very concerned with our current 
multi-billion dollar fiscal crisis and 
must prioritize the need for fiscal 

By John M. Glionna
Bill Seward, who was fired as 

Haines Borough manager in an 
emotional assembly 4-2 vote last 
week, is pursuing legal action 
against the borough for wrongful 
termination.

A U.S. Coast Guard veteran with 
no municipal experience when 
he was hired in May, Seward on 
Tuesday hired Isaac Zorea, an 
Anchorage-based employment law 
attorney with 16 years’ experience.

“We’re still looking at the 
evidence. We’re going through 
(Seward’s) employment records 
to try and determine whether this 
action was related to protected 
activity,” Zorea said. “If this was 
a retaliation, if he was engaged 
in protected activity and got 
terminated for it, if that is the 
link, it was an illegal termination.”

Fallout from the firing this week 
includes community members 
reportedly circulating a recall 
petition targeting members of the 
borough assembly.

Members  Tom Morphe t , 
Margaret Friedenauer, Tresham 

Gregg and Ron Jackson voted to 
terminate Seward for cause. Mike 
Case and Heather Lende were 
opposed.

Seward said he was still reeling 
from the decision. 

“It was a horrible experience; I 
was completely caught off guard,” 
he said. “Being boiled by a whole 
bunch of folks in public, it wouldn’t 
be a pleasurable experience for 
anybody. I had a flawless Coast 
Guard career and made the rank of 
commander after 28 years, so this 
was a pretty big blow.”

In an interview, Seward said that 
he filed a public records request for 
all emails sent between borough 
assembly members related to his 
job performance and firing.

According to an email sent to 
all borough assembly members, 
the request includes “all citizen 
or employee complaints received 
or sent by any member of the 
assembly.” Emails sent between 
assembly members may also fall 
under the purview of the records 

By Tom Morphet 
Advances in the arts and public 

projects marked much of the news 
in 2016, and together raised some 
novel exchanges. 

At a Sept. 8 Haines Borough 
Planning Commission meeting 
dominated by critics of the 
proposed harbor expansion 
project, commission chair Rob 
Goldberg suggested a 630-foot 
steel wall breakwater planned for 
Portage Cove might someday be 
an attraction.

“All you need to do is take some 
sheet steel and use a cutting torch 
and make some designs. It could 
be leaping salmon or breaching 
whales or sea lions or something 
and just bolt them to the steel… 
It could be a piece of art, easily,” 
Goldberg said.

On land, the borough hired a 

ones to come.
Offices of the Division of 

Forestry and Division of Public 
Health established here more 
than 40 years ago were slashed to 
minimal, intermittent service. Last 
week, state public safety officials 
said the state trooper position here 
will be their next reduction. The 
impact of social services cuts that 
eliminated Lynn Canal Counseling 
as an independent provider in 2015 
became evident recently with a 
shortage of case managers serving 
the needy.

“Piece by piece, the social 
networks that exist are starting to 
fray at the edges,” said Pat Hefley, 
local administrator for SEARHC, 
the tribal nonprofit that provides 
many of the town’s health and 
social welfare services.  

Public radio station KHNS was 

spared a proposed 27 percent cut, 
but reductions to ferry service 
severed the “Golden Circle” 
route that for decades made tour 
travel easy between Haines and 
Skagway. RV park owner Fred 
Bretthauer called the change a 
“disaster,” cutting the town out 
of a bump in independent visitors 
seen in other towns due to cheap 
fuel and the weak Canadian dollar.

“We are not getting the increase 
that the RV parks on the Alaska 
Highway are getting,” he said. 
Hotel Halsingland owner Jeff 
Butcher said the cut changed a 
longstanding business model and 
quipped: “Now it’s the Golden 
Horseshoe.” 

Independent tour businesses 
ended the year bracing for another 
impact – a slashing of state tourism 
marketing funds from $5 million 

to $1.5 million in the past year. 
State funding at one time reached 
$20 million. 

“The effects of the dramatic 
drop in state funding will be 
seen over the next few years,” 
predicted Susan Bell, a former 
Haines tourism director who also 
worked as a state commissioner of 
economic development. “It will be 
difficult for Haines to make waves 
in the marketplace.”

Alaska Gov. Bill Walker, who 
visited town in October, brought 
no good news. He noted revenues 
from oil are so depressed that the 
state’s total income won’t cover 
even the cost of funding schools. 
He pushed for a state income tax, 
and new taxes on gasoline, mining 
and fisheries. “You lose 80 percent 

resolution.”
Furthermore, the state press 

release said, “Governor Walker 
committed to working with Juneau 
and the surrounding regional 
communities to determine the 
best use of those dollars. Federal 
construction dollars have not 
been appropriated for the project. 
The state is working closely with 
federal highway officials and does 
not anticipate having to repay any 
federal funds spent to date on the 
project. The studies and work 
done to date will be available for 
future use.”

Until last week, Walker was 
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Letters to the Editor 

Friday, Dec. 23
	 Haines	Borough	offices	closed	for	holiday, 
through Monday, Dec. 26.
 Bingo, 7 p.m. at the ANB Hall. Sponsored by 
the Haines Chamber of Commerce. Every Friday 
evening.

Saturday, Dec. 24
 Christmas Eve church services, 7 p.m. at the 
Haines Christian Center and Presbyterian Church. 
7:30 p.m. at the Catholic Church.

Sunday, Dec. 25
 Christmas Day church services, 9 a.m. Mass 
at the Catholic Church, 11 a.m. at the Presbyterian 
Church.

Thursday, Dec. 29
 Haines Port and Harbor Advisory 
Committee meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly 
chambers.

Saturday, Dec. 31
 Casino Royale New Year’s Eve party, 9 p.m. 
in Harriett Hall at the fairgrounds.

Sunday, Jan. 1
 Polar Bear Swim, noon at the beach south of 
the cruise ship dock. Foot gear recommended.

Tuesday, Jan. 3
 Veterans Listening Session, 5 to 6:30 p.m. at 
the Haines Veterans Village and Wellness Center, 
with Alaska VA Healthcare System Director, 
Dr. Timothy D. Ballard, MD. 907-257-5490 for 
information.
 Changing Your Weighs, 5:30 p.m. at the 
Haines clinic and Klukwan clinic. Introduction 
and sign-up for 12-week Weight Watchers series.

Thursday, Jan. 5
 Tykes and Trikes, 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. at the 
elementary school gym. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
for ages 0 to 3 years.

 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, noon in 
assembly chambers.

Sunday, Jan. 8
 Haines Women’s Basketball League, 4:30 p.m. 
at the high school gym. Call 507-382-0680.
 Haines Men’s Basketball League, 6:10 and 
7:30 p.m. at the high school gym. Call 766-3054.

Monday, Jan. 9
 Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
meeting, 4:30 p.m. at the library.
 Open art studio, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the high 
school art room, live models provided, bring your 
own supplies. Continues through the school year.

Wednesday, Jan. 11
 Town hall harbor meeting, 6 p.m. in the library 
to discuss the Portage Cove Harbor Expansion 
project.

Thursday, Jan. 12
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, noon in 
assembly chambers.

Friday, Jan. 13
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4 to 5:30 
p.m. at the library. Thomas Hartmann will discuss 
publishing photo books.

Thursday, Jan. 19
  Community meeting to discuss a preferred 
alternative for the Lutak Dock, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. 
   Third Thursday ski films, 6:30 p.m. at 
Fairweather Ski Works in Dalton City. By donation 
to Haines huts.

Friday, Jan. 20
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4 to 5:30 
p.m. at the library. A retro-photo event utilizing 
slide projectors for 35mm and medium format 
slides.

By Leigh Horner
Yukon resident and frequent 

performer in Haines Nicole 
Edwards couldn’t believe it 
when she received an email 
from the Chancellery of Honors 
informing her she’d won an award 
from the Governor General of 
Canada. Governor General David 
Johnston, who represents Queen 
Elizabeth in Canada presented 
Edwards with the Meritorious 
Service Medal for her work 
with the Bringing Youth Toward 
Equality organization. Edwards 
started the organization in 1998 
after finding there were few 
services for youth in the area.

Cassie Miller, Josh Benassi, 
T h o m a s  H a r t m a n n  a n d 
Angelica Sweet dominated a 
local volleyball tournament on 
Saturday. Five teams competed 
for a free day-pass to the 2017 
Southeast Alaska State Fair. Gina 
Randles and Alixanne Goodman 
organized the tournament and plan 
to make it an annual fundraiser for 
the high school volleyball team.

Patty Brown recently attended 
a robotics tournament where she 
saw Koa Doddridge, who is on 
a team with Juneau Community 
Charter School, and former 
science teacher Teni Bentz, who 
coaches a team at Dzantiki’i 
Heeni Middle School. Learning 
from other clubs is helpful for 
Patty, who is looking at starting 
an afterschool Robotics Club in 
Haines with help from Rebecca 
Soza  of  Juneau Economic 
Development Council. JEDC 
provides support to coaches.

  The Salvation Army’s food 
bank is a little fuller from the 
canned food drive at the Haines 
School. Students in grades K-12 
competed. The overall winner 
was the junior class with 157 
pounds. The eighth-graders 
topped the middle school with 
114 pounds and second grade won 
in the elementary with 50 pounds.

George Figdor has returned 

from over two weeks in Micronesia 
visiting Saipan and Yap. He 
traveled there with daughter 
Alison Figdor and her husband 
John Broscious and their 2-year-
old daughter, Lucy. They live 
in Burlington, Vt. George’s son 
Robin Figdor, who lives in 
Anchorage, also was able to join 
them as they visited the places 
where they lived in the 1980s 
when George and Bobbie Figdor 
taught in Saipan. The return flight 
included a stop in Tokyo to meet 
with Keiko Ohmae, a summer 
exchange student with the Figdor 
family in 1996.

Healy, Alaska, has a new online 
news source, The Denali Delver, 
created by journalist and former 
resident Eileen McIver. McIver 
reached out to James Alborough 
to help design the webpage and 
Karen Garcia offered a few 
ideas to help launch her new site. 
Eileen contributes stories to the 
Fairbanks Daily News Miner 
and is excited to have local news 
coming from Healy. Check it out 
at www.denalidelver.com.

Jane Pascoe lost her camera 
while traveling at Mono Lake, 
Calif., in October. She didn’t 
realize that she had also lost an 
extra SD card she was carrying, 
until it arrived in the mail a week 
ago. Kendrick Taylor, a research 
professor at the Desert Research 
Institute in Reno, Nev., found the 
tiny card in the mud near the lake’s 
South Tufa. Reviewing the photos 
on it, Taylor spotted a CVN office 
photo that included an envelope 
bearing the newspaper’s post 
office box number. He mailed the 
SD card to the address with a note 
saying “you might know someone 
who this belongs to.” Pascoe, the 
newspaper’s bookkeeper, opened 
the mail, reviewed the photos and 
recognized it as one of hers. 

Jordan Stigen and Gary Stigen 
and Tom Brady of HughesNet 
Internet service returned from 
Orlando, Fla., after watching 

the launch of a satellite for 
HughesNet. They joined over 100 
people at Cape Canaveral. Jordan 
said she was grateful for the 
experience, which she described 
as amazing. Jordan and Gary 
visited Universal Studios, Island 
of Adventures and Cocoa Beach 
after the launch.

Harriet Brouillette, Judy 
Davis, Mary Brouillette, Chris 
Masseth, Ted Hart and Meghan 
Elliott, and Ted and Meghan’s 
son Adze are back from a trip 
that included Washington and 
Nevada. In Tulalip, Wash., they 
visited aunt Andee Davis and 
uncles John and Walt Campbell, 
who are Charles Brouillette’s 
brothers. In Seattle, they enjoyed 
time with the Hart family, who 
live in Port Orchard. A highlight 
was a visit to the Washington Park 
Zoo where Adze had a stare down 
with a 1-year-old gorilla the same 
age as Adze. In Las Vegas, they 
met up with Meghan’s family, 

Salvation Army donations down this year
I would like to personally thank all those in the Haines community 

who have been so generous this Christmas season. We have had so 
many in this great community give back by volunteering at the kettle, 
giving donations of not only money but toys and food, as well. Although 
we have only been here a short time, the good folks in this town have 
shown us that when there is a need, and they are aware of it, they 
meet it. Having said that, I would like to be open and upfront with our 
fundraising campaign this Christmas season. As of Dec. 15, we are 
down on donations by $1,472.82 compared to this time last year. I just 
felt that if we made Haines aware of the need they would step up and 
help us to reach our goal for this season. Your last-minute generous 
donations will help us to continue to meet the needs of those less 
fortunate in this community by giving them a “hand up” when they 
need it. Once again we thank all the donors, volunteers and friends of 
the Salvation Army. God bless.

Lieut. Kevin Woods                                                                                                                                            
         Officer/Pastor, The Salvation Army 

Missing reading the old police report
Years ago, I read the “Police Report” in the Chilkat Valley News 

and immediately became intrigued by a quirky little town I had barely 
heard of. Since then I have been a subscriber, have visited Haines once 
and hope to do so again this year. But the CVN’s Police Report - in its 
original form - was the hook. It has been an unwitting ambassador and 
economic driver (at least as it pertains to one Midwesterner and his 
family) for Haines, and I am sorry to see its wings clipped.

Pete Ward
Indianapolis, Ind.

Offer our police department your support
I would like to state appreciation and support for the current Haines 

Borough police presence. Haines has a host of volunteers who give a 
piece of themselves to promote community life. I have volunteered on 
the fire department/ambulance crew, wildland firefighting, community 
events and other actions for others’ sake.  It sure is a comfort to know 
the police are around for safety and coherent coordination, because 
life gets complicated, and things can get weird.  Because of law and 
order, we are more willing to risk a little of our businesses, children 
and assets to show love and to give back a little bit. Police protection is 
inherently necessary because we have to deal with evil within ourselves.  

Lawlessness cannot protect this community. Those with weakness 
or other needs are particularly vulnerable. The police department 
is designed to protect and serve. It needs support, not opposition or 
deconstruction. We can give them a smile and express thanks that 
they deal with the dark side of our community. We can volunteer for 
the police reserves. The reserves can do simple things for greater 
transparency, like keeping temporary watch on evidence, standing by 
to support, or encouraging officers when they have to wade through the 
wretchedness sadly within our community. Many of us rarely see this.  
We may not realize the value our help may be. Instead of criticizing 
the police department to bring change, become part of the solution.  

Scott Hansen

Police blotter is valuable for community
I have been a subscriber to the Chilkat Valley News for 15 years or 

so since visiting my Navy shipmate, Erwin Hertz, a couple of times. The 
police blotter has always been of interest to my wife and me.

Here in Lansing, Mich., people have open access to criminal 
activities. Sexual predators, for instance, are on the Internet, including 
pictures, and the crimes they were prosecuted for. Also a map is 
provided showing where they live. This is extremely valuable to women 
and children so they can avoid those houses.

Knowledge of criminals and details about crimes committed is vital 
for personal safety. So I am in disagreement with chief Heath Scott 
and consider this decision to cut the CVN blotter as, in most cases, a 
disservice to the community of Haines. Over the years we have also 
enjoyed items of horses being on the loose, bears, moose and other 
wild animals invading people’s property as well as awareness of what 
Haines police are dealing with.

We loved Haines and made many friends there. We hope chief Heath 
Scott will reconsider the value of the blotter.

Jim Stiles
Lansing, Mich.

Community support keeps arts alive
Thank you to Haines Community and Chilkat Valley Community 

Foundation for sharing the resources that support nonprofits in Haines 
to do good work year-round. Blessings take many forms, perhaps 
the most enduring is the eagerness of all to help others, and to work 
together for a healthy and vibrant community. The arts and cultural 
richness of the Chilkat Valley span hundreds, if not thousands of years. 
Let us celebrate the light of our creative, loving community and express 
gratitude in all we say and do.

Thank you to the people of Haines, KHNS, Chilkat Valley News, our 
many nonprofits, the business community, Haines government, and the 
Chilkat Valley Community Foundation for your many contributions 
that make possible Art on Main Street displays, First Fridays, the 
Gingerbread Contest, Building Relationships, the Fort Seward 
Interpretive Walking Tour and the Fort Seward Sculpture Garden. We 
invite everyone to join forces to envision a Portage Cove waterfront 
design master plan in the coming years, with public engagement 
supported in part by the Chilkat Valley Community Foundation and 
support from the Alaska Community Foundation.

Carol Tuynman
Creative Director, Alaska Arts Confluence
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SANTA TIME - Kate Benda and her dog visit with Santa at the Senior Center during Pet Photos with 
Santa on Dec. 10 at Haines Senior Center. Matt Davis photo.

SHOP
IN HAINES

Haines Chamber of Commerce
New Year’s Eve Celebration
& Casino Night Fundraiser

    •Roulette •Blackjack 
 •Craps •Poker 

                •Split-the-Pot Raffle
                   •“Fireball” Pulltabs

Harriett Hall  9pm - 1am

New Year’s Eve... the party of the year.

       Chamber Members:
Reserve a table for your 
business associates, employees... 
$250 or $500 w/perks!
        Call 766-2202 for details

DANCE!
to the Beat of 

the God Particles
10pm - 12:30am

*PRESOLD TICKETS ONLY*
Chamber Office

Gateway Bldg., Main St. 

$25 buys $400 in chips

Happy Holidays
OPEN through 
New Year’s Eve!

M-Sat 4-8pm • 766-3434

Closed 12/24 & 12/26

Tasting Room & Distillery
CLOSED January 2017.

See you in February!

Haines Premier 
Rock Dance Band

Rock in the New Year 
@ Harbor Bar

New Year’s Eve
Starting @ 10 pm

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Please consider hiring manager locally
Here we go again, four of our assembly decided to fire the borough 

manager. Democratic government is supposed to move slow and 
deliberate. We have so many things that are power plays, or knee jerk 
reactions. Please slow down and accept that slow and thoughtful is 
better. If we were slow and thoughtful maybe we would have time to 
think about the unintended consequences. If the manager really needed 
firing, how about waiting at least a month. Different assembly but the 
same knee jerk reaction when Robert Venables was fired. Please start 
out by putting in code that it takes two votes, 30 days apart to fire a 
manager. These knee-jerk reactions cost us taxpayers a lot of money 
with no benefits.

Please hire local, even if the candidate is less qualified, because they 
will know who their bosses are and the assembly will know the manager, 
maybe personally, but at least by reputation. The best manager we ever 
had was local, less qualified on paper and one of the cheapest. Local 
hire is cheaper and no moving costs. Please think about the taxpayers.  

I would prefer we go back to a strong mayor/borough administrator 
form of borough leadership. It would take a vote of the people to change 
leadersh.ip. I know with our present mayor this may seem an odd time 
to bring this up, but in the end, the best process will give the best results.  

We have way too much shooting from the hip.
Leonard Dubber

It takes a community to make a parade!
We appreciate everyone that braved the cold to march, 

stroll, ride and simply watch on Saturday:
Haines Borough Fire Dept. and Santa • Hecla/Greens Creek Mining • 
Alaska Miner’s Association • Chilkat Valley News • Star Wars Troopers 
and Warriors • Geppetto’s Junkyard Dragon • Baby Dragon • The Siberian 
Tiger • The Haines Community Marching Band  
Thank you again, Lee Heinmiller, for coordinating another great parade.

Greater Haines Chamber of Commerce, Parade Sponsor

Note to readers

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord  DRY, Split & Delivered 
$200/cord  Green, Split & Delivered
$600/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Christmas Eve
Worship Service of 
Lessons and Carols
7:00 pm, Sat. Dec. 24th

The Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated.

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

Lessons and Carols consist of a 
Scripture Reading followed by 
an appropriate Christmas Carol. 
At the end of the service, we will 
sing Silent Night by candlelight.

Christmas Day
Worship Service 

11:00 am, Sun. Dec. 25th

 

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate • Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate

Home for 
  the Holidays

 Happy New Year!

1014 Comstock
3 bedroom, 2 bath 
with private yard 

$240,000

298 Allen Road
3 bedroom, 1 bath 
home with shop 

$165,000

 I chose to write the “Year in Review” article in this week’s paper, 
which was awkward as I’ve been at the center of several news stories 
since my election to the Haines Borough Assembly in October.

 I  wrote the piece because the story takes many hours of compilation 
and the CVN’s two reporters are recent arrivals who missed most of 
the year’s news and were needed to cover the week’s breaking stories. 
I considered not running the feature this year, but it has become 
something of a newspaper tradition.

You, the reader, will judge whether my portrayal of the year’s events 
is objective. 

Serving on the assembly and owning the newspaper is an 
arrangement fraught with potential conflict and I’m trying to balance 
those two roles and be fair to both. 

I continue to seek a new owner for the CVN who will maintain high  
standards for journalism into the future. My political views can be 
found at www.tommorphet.com. 

 
     
Some readers have asked why the newspaper published the name of 

Dean Lari, who was recently charged with criminal drug counts. It’s 
the newspaper’s general policy not to name defendants until conviction, 
but Lari made himself a public figure concerning drugs by his previous 
public statements about marijuana use, his personal attitude toward 
drugs, and actions by local police. 

The newspaper’s policy is intended to protect the reputations of 
defendants until they’re proved guilty, but by his previous actions, Lari 
thrust himself into the public eye, effectively surrendering his status 
as a private citizen on the issue of drugs. His identity was part of the 
public’s legitimate interest in this story.  

Readers with criticisms of CVN coverage are welcome to stop by 
our office, phone or submit a letter to the editor.  

The CVN wishes all a good holiday. The next newspaper will be 
published Thursday, Jan. 12. 

                                                                                 -- Tom Morphet

 Next CVN will be published Jan. 12, 2017
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Assembly prioritizes tasks Group decides goals 
for solid waste plan

In this season of celebrations, the holidays can be challenging for those who 
grieve the loss of loved ones. Hospice of Haines off ers these suggestions, 
gathered from several sources, which may help you navigate the weeks ahead. 

� It’s OK to be direct and let others know if you are not in the holiday spirit, 
“up” for social gatherings or family traditions. 

� Have an exit strategy. If you choose to att end events or parties, if it’s possible, 
have your own mode of transportation (even if this means having the number 
for a taxi): It will give you control over where you are and how long you stay. 

� Let someone in or fi nd a support group. While you may feel weary of being 
perceived as a “downer,” it’s important to have at least one person who knows 
that your insides don’t match the cheerful decor of the season.

� It’s OK to cry. In fact, your tears may help others access their own emotions. It 
takes the pressure off  “holding it together.” Tears are healing.

� Carry out a ritual. Remember what your loved one may have liked to do over 
the holiday. Did he/she have a favorite dish you could prepare? Did he/she go 
on a Christmas Eve walk? Did he/she like to sit in a favorite pew? 

� If you are supporting grieving children, involve your children in the holiday 
planning: light a memorial candle next to a photo; help your child write a 
lett er to the deceased one, or draw a picture in remembrance. The death of a 
loved one can be extremely diffi  cult for a teenager. Talk openly about your 
sadness. Remember how grief can be a roller coaster ride for them too. 

� Practice self-care. For the bereaved, physical, emotional and spiritual 
self-care is critical. Get enough sleep and eat well. Stay connected with 
your family, friends and congregation. Consciously practice gratitude 
for the beauty of our environment: bundle up and go out for a stroll.

�   Grief and the Holidays   �

Hospice of Haines wishes to thank our community for 
a year of kind words of gratitude and generous gifts. 

Call anytime: 766-3645

Happy Holidays!
from

Closed: 
Dec. 25th thru Jan 12th

�

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

Happy Holidays
from

Thanks to all our customers for 
your support throughout 
the year!

and

Happy Holidays
Th��k� f�� � ��ea� �e��!

See you in February

Chilkat Restaurant
Bakery

By John M. Glionna
T h e  H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 

Assembly met on Dec. 11 
for a four-hour retreat at the 
public library to outline what 
members believed were their 
biggest priorities. 

Crafting a workable budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year 
and better assembly member 
communication – with both the 
public and each other – topped 
their ranking.

Haines mayor Jan Hill 
also took part in the exercise. 
Member Heather Lende was 
absent, though she participated 
in a survey conducted before 
the retreat.

The survey compiled by 
consultant Barb Sheinberg 
asked such questions as “What 
do you love about Haines?” 
and “What are the three most 
critical issues facing Haines 
the assembly has a reasonable 
ability to impact?”

Using adhesive dots provided 
by Sheinberg on Sunday, the 
group created their ranking of 
critical issues. After “budget” 
and “communications” came 
Lutak Dock, boat harbor 
expansion, a maintenance plan 
for public facilities, waterfront 
and Portage Cove park, 
policing and drug and alcohol 
abuse, adult recreation and 
a comprehensive recreation 

plan, sewer plant improvement, 
reducing power costs, tourism 
development, beautification and 
economic opportunity.

The survey also asked members 
to prioritize potential new revenue 
sources and to rank borough 
services in terms of increasing, 
maintaining or reducing funding.

In  o rde r  o f  descend ing 
popularity, they ranked the 
following suggested potential 
revenue sources: adopting a 3-5 
percent added tax on sales of 
alcohol, marijuana and tobacco; 
implementing fuel transfer and 
gaming taxes; developing and 
selling borough sales parcels; 
eliminating the business/personal 
property tax exemption; restoring 
a local tour tax; eliminating 
community purpose property 
tax exemptions; implementing a 
gasoline tax; raising the bed tax 
to 6 percent; establishing a .05 
percent, additional summer sales 
tax; increasing area-wide property 
taxes one mill, and permanently 
raising sales tax to 6 percent.

Suggestions for other revenue 
sources in the pre-meeting survey 
included increasing raw fish taxes 
to pay for harbors, establishing 
a severance tax on minerals, 
establishing a cigarette tax, 
increasing fees for using Lutak 
Dock, boat launches, and the 
harbor crane, and increasing the 
motor vehicle tax. 

In priori t izing current 
spending, the survey found 
the most support for building 
maintenance, followed closely 
by support for the Haines 
Borough School District, 
maintaining swimming pool 
hours and Community Youth 
Development. Two items 
tied as the least supported – 
maintaining free ambulance 
service and travel for elected 
officials. In a four-way tie 
for second-least supported 
e x p e n s e s  w e r e :  p o l i c e 
department coverage, capital 
i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s , 
Mosqu i to  Lake  Schoo l 
Communi ty  Center  and 
support for administrative 
committees.  

Ideas on how to achieve 
more savings included turning 
the Senior Center building over 
to the preschool, implementing 
energy efficiency measures at 
buildings and reducing tourism 
spending.

Assembly members were 
also asked how they could 
increase their effectiveness. 
Responses included more 
mentorship and training, 
holding more community 
forums to get more residents 
involved in the governance 
process, team building, and 
better staff leadership and 
research. 

       Lots of
   Great
     Gift
    Ideas

&

Captain’s Choice Motel

50%
OFF

(766-3111)

Local
Special

*Good til Dec 31st

:

By Natalie Helms
At its first meeting Monday, 

the Solid Waste Working Group 
agreed the Haines Borough 
has no backup plan for waste 
management.

What happens if Community 
Waste Solutions, a private firm, 
goes out of business tomorrow?

Group members ultimately set 
a goal to work toward writing a 
solid waste management plan for 
the borough.

The group - which seats 
representatives from Takshanuk 
Watershed Council, Haines 
Friends of Recycling, Haines 
Chamber of Commerce, CWS, 
Haines residents and the chair of 
the Commerce Committee – also 
brought up concerns on conflict 
of interest in light of the Heliski 
Map Committee debacle.

Margaret Friedenauer, who was 
voted chair of the working group, 
referenced borough attorney 
Patrick Munson’s statement on 
conflict of interest to assure the 
group, in her opinion, that it 
should not worry about conflict 
of interest.

“Personally, I don’t see the 
issue,” she said. “The assembly 
speci f ica l ly  asked cer ta in 
representatives of certain agencies 
and businesses to be on here to 
gain their expertise, and as long 
as that was the inclination and 
we know who is involved in 
this discussion, according to the 
attorney that really covers most 
of it.”

Friedenauer explained that 
there would have to be a very 
clear financial incentive for an 
organization represented on 
the committee in the approval 
o r  den i a l  o f  t he  g roup ’s 
recommendation for there to be 
a conflict of interest.

The working group, according 
to the assembly action, will report 
back to the commerce committee 
w i t h  “ r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
surrounding borough-wide 
service and compliance for solid 
waste, how to pay for it, reducing 
waste options, recycling and 
education.”

“I think the Haines Borough has 

a real solid waste problem,” said 
borough facilities director Brad 
Ryan. He said it’s disheartening 
to see illegal dumping, especially 
near 16 Mile Haines Highway.

Melissa Aronson, representative 
for Haines Friends of Recycling, 
requested the group research the 
laws surrounding dumping and 
other waste disposal.

The group also agreed to look 
at solid waste management plans 
from Wrangell, Petersburg and 
Sitka before the next meeting.

Friedenauer said the borough 
put together a solid waste 
management plan in May 2000 
that voters approved, but it was 
never implemented. The group 
will use the plan as reference, 
but there is a lot from it that is no 
longer applicable.

“It’s going to be a tough mindset 
change for the community,” said 
Diana Lapham, who is one of 
three resident seats.

Only one member of the public, 
Jonathan Richardson, attended 
the meeting and agreed with the 
group’s goal to essentially come 
up with a contingency plan for the 
borough if CWS fails. 

“This company looks like it’s 
going out of business,” he said. 
He said he used to work for CWS 
for several months. 

He accused CWS of having 
broken equipment, no garbage 
truck, no commercially licensed 
driver, taking license plates off 
registered vehicles and putting 
them on unregistered vehicles and 
throwing recycling in the trash.

“These issues hanging out 
there over a business that already 
is stretched to the limit in their 
finances; I don’t know how it’s 
going to hang on,” Richardson 
said.

Reilly Kosinki, Chamber of 
Commerce representative, said a 
solid waste management plan will 
give the group and the borough a 
good starting point and will let 
the group develop alternatives 
and narrow scope down the line. 

The working group plans to 
review materials and schedule 
its next meeting for mid to late 
January.

Help out your neighbors - shop in Haines!
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Homeless in Haines: 
Help thin for indigents

Ken McDowell by his tent at Portage Cove State Wayside campground earlier this winter. Tom 
Morphet photo.

CHILKAT VALLEY ACUPUNCTURE 
AND ORIENTAL MEDICINE

Peace and joy to all
Now and all your tomorrows

With grace in between 

By John M. Glionna
Nobody really knows how Ken 

McDowell ended up in Haines, or 
precisely when he got here.

His pup tent was spotted 
following the mid-October 
snowfall, pitched at Portage Cove 
wayside. A longtime resident 
checked on him, bought him a 
cup of hot chocolate, listened to 
his story and loaned him a winter-
weight sleeping bag.

McDowell, 50, was lean, with 
a scruffy beard. A decade after 
reportedly suffering a stroke, 
he had difficulty speaking and 
communicated with pen and 
paper.

McDowell said he had been 
a mechanic in a nuclear power 
plant. He’d left Tampa, Fla., three 
months earlier on his bike with an 
attached trailer, and set off to visit 
the nuclear facilities in Chernobyl, 
Ukraine and Fukushima, Japan.

His bike broke down in Haines 
Junction, Y.T., he explained.

Every year,  a handful of 
homeless people arrive here.

Several agencies, including 
Haines Ministerial Association, 
Salvation Army and Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living, have 
set up an outreach protocol. Haines 
Borough police dispatchers have 
been directed to call the Salvation 
Army or a church group if a 
person is picked up by officers or 
walks into the station.

About a dozen people each year 
take advantage of the services, 
which involve a free night in a 
local motel and ferry passage 
to Juneau, which has homeless 
shelters to accommodate them.

Some walk off the ferry with 
no money to get back on. They 
make camps off local trails, under 
docks or in the woods near town, 
residents say.

Ron Horn, minister at the 
Haines Presbyterian Church and 
a former head of the town’s 
Ministerial Association, said the 
group has less than $1,000 a year 
to help needy visitors. 

Lt. Kevin Woods of the local 
Salvation Army post said the 
federal funding he received last 
year amounted to about $200. 
“That’s just about enough to put 
someone up in a hotel for two 
nights around here,” he said. “It’s 
not enough.”

But still the down-and-out 
come, mostly in the summer, but in 
the winter as well. Horn received 
calls about three homeless visitors 
in one week alone.

“It goes in waves,” he said. 
“Sometimes, we’ll see two or 
three in a month. And then we 
won’t see another one for a month 
or two.”

Many, he said, are chasing 
dreams based on bad information 
about the magic of Alaska.

“People hear that jobs are 
plentiful in Alaska. They’ve 
heard that the Permanent Fund 
Dividend is a free handout for 
everyone,” Horn said. “They 
come expecting something that 
doesn’t happen. They spend all 
their money getting to Haines and 
then it runs out.”

Others don’t realize that the 
road from Haines to Anchorage 
runs through Canada. Without 
passports, they get stuck.

Sierra Jimenez, assistant 
director of the nonprofit Southeast 
Alaska Independent Living, said 
her group helps a handful of 
travelers marooned in Haines. 
“Everybody’s an individual and 
their stories are different,” she 
said. “We meet them where 
they’re at.”

She said the group connects 
people with services with a fund 
to help them with temporary 
living expenses. “The maximum 
anyone can get is $500,” Jimenez 
said. “The average is about $100.”

Jackie Mazeikas, who runs 
Becky’s Place – Haven of Hope, 
a Haines shelter for domestic 
abuse victims, tries to do her 
part. “Some have mental issues,” 
she said.

“I find them a place if I can,” 

Mazeikas said. “Usually I bring 
them a warm blanket or some 
food. If I take them to the shelter, I 
could have a situation arise where 
I have no room for an abused 
woman and her children.”

Leigh Horner has lived near the 
Chilkat Center for more than 15 
years and has spotted tents pitched 
in the woods behind her home.

She says the numbers have 
increased in recent years.

“There’s a convenient path back 
there along which the homeless 
can camp out,” she said. 

Many leave behind garbage for 
residents to clean up. At night, 
when her lights are on, she knows 
they’re out there.

When she sees a trespasser, 
she calls the police. “It’s scary,” 
she said. “They can see me but I 
can’t see them. Where do they go 
to the bathroom? They’re living 
for extended periods on private 
property.”

Haines police officer Chris 
Brown said he thought McDowell 
had a drinking problem the first 
time he encountered him at 
Portage Cove campground. He 
quickly realized the visitor had 
suffered a stroke and complained 

of other health issues.
As the weather worsened, 

Brown dropped off extra blankets 
for McDowell. When he saw him 
on the street, he’d give him a ride 
back to Portage Cove. Eventually, 
he said, he moved out of the park. 
“We didn’t kick him out,” Brown 
said. “There’s another guy who’s 
been there awhile. We don’t know 
what his plans are.”

L o c a l  b a r t e n d e r s  s a i d 
McDowell became a regular as the 
weather turned – not necessarily 
to drink but to get warm. “He’d 
come in nightly when we were 
open,” said Kevin Thompson, 
who works at the Pioneer Bar. 
“He’d have a beer and a mixed 
drink and then go on his way.”

Carole Ridge, a bartender at the 
Fogcutter, said McDowell came 
in as soon as she opened at 9 a.m. 
and drank a few cups of coffee. 
“He had a hard time talking; he’d 
spit the words out,” she said. 
“When he got excited, he’d have 
to point at things.”

“And then one day he was 
gone.”

Several weeks ago, Woods said, 
his wife Serina spotted someone 
sleeping under a tarp behind 

the Salvation Army building on 
Union Street.

He found McDowell there with 
his bike and trailer parked nearby. 
“He’d been around town awhile 
– I’m surprised I hadn’t seen him 
before,” he said. 

Woods went out and talked with 
the newcomer. He bought him a 
cup of coffee. Struggling to speak, 
McDowell wrote notes.

“He told me he was trying to 
get to Russia,” Woods said. “I told 
him he’d picked a bad time of the 
year to be going north in Alaska.”

Woods said he could offer 
passage to Juneau, where there 
were shelters. “I said, ‘I could 
help you go south; that’s all I 
can offer you.’ There was no way 
I was helping him go the other 
way.”

McDowell stayed that night 
at the Captain’s Choice Motel, 
where Woods places many down-
and-out visitors.

“His hands were cracked and 
probably frostbitten,” Woods said. 
“I hate to see people like that, 
because I’ve been there. When the 
Army picked me up off the streets 
decades ago, I was living under a 
bridge in Lodi, California.”

The next morning, Woods 
escorted McDowell to the ferry 
terminal. He watched him roll his 
bike onboard with all his earthly 
possessions.

He wished him luck.
A Salvation Army colleague 

was due to meet McDowell in 
Juneau and take him to the Glory 
Hole homeless shelter.

Woods said a Salvation Army 
worker in Juneau dropped 
McDowell off in front of the 
Glory Hole. “He even helped him 
unload his bike,” he said.

But  Glory  Hole  fac i l i ty 
coordinator Michael Orr said he 
had no record of McDowell.

He doubts he ever checked in.
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year 
from everyone at 

Howsers IGA
      Have a Safe 
and Happy Holiday!

Closed Xmas Day
Closing @ 6 pm Xmas Eve

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Talia’s Treasures 

Need last minute presents?

Wed-Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Gift Certifi cates Available;
any amount

Door prizes 24th @ 2:30 pm
Must be present to win

The shop has knives, 
jewelry, toys + more
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Business Briefs
Auto shop 
opens with 
new owner

Longtime Haines resident Paul 
Peters has worked as a mechanic 
for 40 years, and has a new shop 
to show for it. 

Peters Tire and Auto Repair, 
located at Third Avenue and 
Dalton Street, moved into its new 
home about three months ago, 
Peters said.

“There’s probably no job too 
big that we can’t tackle,” Peters 
said.

The shop offers automotive 
repair and will make service 
calls if necessary. Peters said 
the business will offer a towing 
service, too.

He works with his son, Brandon, 
and another employee, saying his 
son, “was raised with a wrench in 
his hand.”

Peters has lived in Haines full-
time for the last 25 years. His 
wife, Jeni, is a retired teacher.

Peters is also a fisherman out of 
Sitka, but said he’s almost ready 
to sell the boat and spend his time 
at the shop.

Women’s 
wear shop 
in home

Business has been coming and 
going since opening day, he said, 
but it has been “enough to keep 
the doors open.”

Peters Tire and Auto Repair 
is open six days a week from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 766-2900 for 
service.

Colorful leggings, patterned 
dresses and soft shirts are making 
their way to a new Haines home 
boutique.

Sabr ina  Harvey  became 
a  consul tant  in  November 
for LuLaRoe, a women’s and 
children’s clothing company 
quickly gaining popularity across 
the country.

Harvey said she ordered 
LuLaRoe clothes from a few 
friends in Las Vegas, loved the 
product and said, “I think people 
in Haines will love this, too.”

Harvey created a store in her 
home with leggings, shirts, skirts 
and dresses on display, with a 
changing room for customers. 
She has mostly women’s clothes 
up to size 3X, but said she is 

slowly building an inventory of 
girls clothes.

She said being a consultant is 
a good way to run a business but 
also be home for her two young 
daughters.

She started the business with 
a launch party open house on 
Nov. 20, hosting about 50 people, 
Harvey said. 

She also started a Facebook 
page on Nov. 1 called “LuLaRoe 
Haines Alaska” that has over 930 
members. Harvey regularly posts 
updates on inventory and sales 
and shares opportunities for raffles 
and giveaways.

“I’m really excited about it and 
I appreciate everyone coming to 
check it out, whether they buy or 
not,” Harvey said. She said she’s 
had a lot of interest and sold quite 
a bit so far.

Harvey had a table at the 
community education bazaar Dec. 
3 and the Last Minute Shoppers 
Bazaar on Dec. 17.

Harvey said she will bring her 
LuLaRoe merchandise to homes 
for private parties. 

I f  you are  in teres ted  in 
LuLaRoe, visit “LuLaRoe Haines 
Alaska” on Facebook or call 
Harvey at 702-835-3729.

BIGFOOT AUTO 
SERVICE INC. 

We recycle lead acid (automotive, ATV 
and equipment) batteries and used 

engine oil. Used oil containers available.

Hours:  
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Monday - Saturday
Closed Sunday

Closed for the Holidays:
Dec. 24th, 25th, 31st 

and Jan. 1st

24 Hour Gas, Diesel and Towing

Thank you for shopping at home!
987 Haines Highway

907-766-2458 or 800-766-5406  

SIGN UP FOR THE TOY CAR 
AND TRUCK GIVEAWAY! 

DRAWINGS WEEKLY 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS!

LUNCH & DINNER
MONDAY - THURSDAY 11:30 AM - 8 PM           
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30 AM - 9 PM

CLOSED SUNDAY 
DEC 24-26 WILL BE CLOSED

766-2442

766-2444

World Tavern Poker
Friday @ 7 pm & 10 pm

Karaoke
Thursday @ 10 pm

WINTER HOURS

 Harbor Bar
NEW HOURS:

Mon - Fri
open @ 2pm
Saturday 

open @ noon
Sunday 
closed

New York City 
New Year’s Eve Bash
Saturday, Dec 31st @ 10 pm 
Live Music, Midnight Toast

`

Juneau mechanic, 37, 
dies in cabin at Lutak

Pioneer Bar
Fri 
9 pm

Bamboo Room 
Restaurant

Open  Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon
 7am - 2pm • 5 - 8pm

Open for Breakfast
7 - 9am  Tues • Wed • Thurs

We will be closed Christmas Day
Merry Christmas!

Open Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon

Open Mic
No Trivia this Saturday

Wildefire Pyrotechnics
27 Mile
Haines Highway

766-3872 314-0424

New Year’s
Fireworks Sale

To help you kick off the New Year &
make your party that much brighter!

Dec 26 - 31
11 a - 3 pOPEN 

A 37-year-old Juneau man died 
Thursday at his cabin in Haines of 
apparent natural causes, according 
to the Alaska State Troopers.

The deceased was identified as 
Timothy Enoch Tong.

The Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a call 
at 6:45 p.m. from a home whose 
address was not identified.

For approximately one hour, 
paramedics performed CPR but 
the victim was later pronounced 
dead. No foul play was suspected, 
according to a press release.

Known as “Tim the Mechanic,” 
Tong was born in Texarkana, 
Texas in 1979. He was a graduate 
of South Shore High School 
in South Shore, S.D. and later 
served in the U.S. Air Force as 
an aerospace ground equipment 

Late night 
shopping at

Friday, December 23rd 
we’ll be open until 

8pm!
Join us for special sales, 

free gift wrapping, snacks 
and hot drinks.

Christmas Eve
Open 9am - 4pm

Merry Christmas!

!
HAINES QUICK SHOP Outfitter Liquor

Open 8am ‘till Midnight
7 days a week • 766-3220                                

766-2330 • Movie Rentals • ATM Available
 Open 7am ‘till Midnight • 7 days a week

MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

Outfi tter       Sporting Goods
8am ‘till 6pm766-3221

  $13999

  $7999

•Insulated Coveralls  $8199

Open 8am ‘till 6pm
7 days a week • 766-3232                                 

All Down Jackets

Plenty of Great Deals 
for Those Last Minute 
Shoppers — or if you 

forgot Someone! Sales to 
Run Through Dec. 31st!

20% OFF

Happy Holidays

Brand
•Insulated Bib Overalls

Husky Hauler Snowmachine Sled
All Snow Sleds 20% OFF

repairman.
Tong was employed for 10years 

by Alaska Juneau Construction 
in Juneau and was an avid 
snowmobiler who often went 
four-wheeling with his daughter, 
Cheyenne, and drove around with 
his dog, Georgie.

The body will be sent to the 
State Medical Examiner Office 
for an autopsy.

By Natalie Helms
Snowy weather and poor 

visibility didn’t put a damper on 
Saturday’s Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count. Although only two-
thirds of the data is in, Pam 
Randles  of  the Takshanuk 
Watershed Council offered a 
snapshot of the findings.

Thirty-six people around Haines 
townsite and Mosquito Lake got 
out in the blustery weather to view 
Haines’ birds. Most people went 
on foot or by car, but at least one 
went by bicycle and several skied 
or skijored, Randles said.

The number of birds counted 
in the Haines circle – 1,012 - 
was lower than average, but the 
number was higher than average 
with 390 birds spotted in the 
Mosquito Lake circle.

Most of the winged wildlife 
were the usual suspects, but a few 
oddballs were spotted in the mix.

The number of species seen 
was about normal, 32 for Haines 
and 14 for Mosquito Lake. Some 
regular sightings included eagles, 
ravens, crows, magpies, jays, 
chickadees, juncos, redpolls, 
siskins, goldeneyes, buffleheads, 
mergansers, scoters, gulls, swans, 
dippers, a spruce grouse, a great 
blue heron, a marbled murrelet, a 
nuthatch and a kinglet.

Chloe Goodson of the American 
Bald Eagle Foundation said she 

Bird counters brave 
storm, spot ‘oddballs’ 

only saw a total of five birds at 
two different spots in Haines due 
to the poor visibility, but had fun 
in the process.

“It was sort of warm outside so 
I didn’t mind it,” Goodson said.

But unusual sightings included 
above average numbers of 
mallards; a short-eared owl, four 
hooded mergansers and nine red-
breasted mergansers usually seen 
only during migration times (now 
is late); an American three-toed 
woodpecker, which Randles said 
is a rare sighting for a year-round 
resident species; two Pacific 
wrens and a song sparrow that 
are usually only summer breeders 
in the valley; and 112 Bohemian 
waxwings in two large groups and 
seven pine grosbeaks.

Randles said, so far, 25 people 
have volunteered over 56 hours of 
their time for the count.

DVD Series on 
Centering Prayer

Nov. 30th for 
Six Wednesdays 

6 p.m.
Sacred Heart Church

3rd & Dalton

Please join us
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YEAR from page 1

           766-2595 
Closed Christmas and 
    New Year’s Day

Happy Holidays
from Haines Home
 Building 
 Supply!
  Serving the 
Chilkat Valley 
   since 1968.

DUO PERFORMANCE - Joey DenAdel and Samantha Clay 
perform at Saturday evening’s Northern Lights Showcase. Acts 
included storytelling, and various musicians from around Alaska. 
Tom Morphet photo.

To: the people 
of Haines
From: the Haines 
Sheldon 
Museum 

Season’s 
Greetings

Come see our 
gift to you, 
White Fang: 
When Hollywood 
Came to Haines! 

Thanks for your business 
this past year!

Happy Holidays!
20% off all Alaska books 

and How-to’s
12/23 - 12/29

of your income, in my world, you 
make some changes. You make 
some hard decisions,” he said. 

For local government, state cuts 
meant the borough assembly and 
school board each dipped into 
savings in 2016 to cover budget 
deficits that, combined, totaled 
about $1 million. School and 
borough officials noted reserves 
will dry up in just a few years at 
that rate.

“There are going to have to be 
changes, and the only changes 
where we can take money off the 
table is staffing,” interim school 
superintendent Rich Carlson 
told the school board in April. 
The Haines Borough Assembly 
started its budget discussion 
in November, aiming to make 
headway on budgeting. 

News  abou t  the  Ha ines 
Borough was dominated by the 
harbor expansion, which survived 
appeals to the borough planning 
commission, election to the 
assembly of two members critical 
of the project, and a failed attempt 
to send the project’s design to 
area voters. The assembly voted 
5-1 on Nov. 8 to award Pacific 
Pile & Marine the contract for the 
project’s first phase, construction 
of a 600-foot steel breakwater 
and uplands fill that will create 
a nearly four-acre parking area.

“I think this is one of the biggest 
and best projects we’re going to 
see,” said mayor Jan Hill.

At the request of harbor users, 
the assembly last week added 
$420,407 to the project for 33 
more feet of breakwater, on 
assurances that an equal amount 
would be spent on aesthetics of 
the project’s uplands. 

Concerns about cost and 
aesthetics – the look of the 
waterfront – dominated public 
concerns, but some leaders focused 
on the process that led to the 
project. Planning commissioners 
successfully fought for language 
that would explicitly send future 
borough projects to them for 
review at the earliest stages, and 
newly elected assemblyman Tom 
Morphet questioned the roles of 
borough advisory committees he 
said are dominated by industry 
and amount to government-
funded lobbying groups. 

The borough also advanced two 
critical projects in 2016: sewer 
plant upgrades and overhaul of 

the municipal Lutak Dock. As 
the year ends, the municipality 
is on the cusp of investing up to 
$1.6 million in its aging sewage 
treatment plant and perhaps as 
much as $6 million. A consultant 
working on designs for a new 
dock at Lutak reported this month 
that a preferred alternative among 
three proposed designs would be 
determined in January. Price tags 
on the alternatives range from $24 
million to $61 million.

Personnel issues also made 
news, as the school district brought 
on a new superintendent and the 
borough hired a new manager 
and a police chief. Manager Bill 
Seward, hired in May on a 4-2 
vote, lost his job by the same 
margin in December. Seward 
made headlines by halting the 
harbor project and temporarily 
banning two residents from 
the borough office, but it was 
his handling of interpersonal 
matters that appeared to sway the 
assembly’s vote against him. At 
year’s end, Seward hired a lawyer 
and said he was entertaining suing 
the borough. His supporters were 
advocating a recall of Morphet 
and perhaps other assembly 
members who voted for the firing.

T h e  b o r o u g h  c r e a t e d  a 
new busking policy for street 
performers, helped fund a bear 
monitor position at Chilkoot 
River, and approved a pact for 
use of Mosquito Lake School 
by a group of residents striving 
to keep the facility open as a 
community center. It switched 
the focus of an ongoing project 
on biomass heating from wood 
pellets to wood chips due to the 
cost of pellets and the availability 
of chips from the local forest.

At a July meeting, the planning 
commission arrived at a mid-
course approach to a borough-
owned lot at Third Avenue and 
Main Street. Some residents want 
the area to become a park and 
others want a chance at buying 
the property for commercial 
development. Planners said offers 
to buy the lot were derailed by a 
lack of details for what developers 
intended to do with the .75-acre 
parcel. Said commissioner Larry 
Geise: “I haven’t heard anything 
tonight that makes me feel like I 
want to be in a hurry to sell it.”

Besides the hire of Heath Scott 
as chief in July, police news 

in 2016 included an accidental 
self-shooting by one officer and a 
badge forfeiture by another. Scott 
ended a decades-long department 
policy by refusing to release a 
log of calls to the department 
known as “the police blotter.” 
The department stationed a plain 
clothes officer at the beer festival 
and patrolled in an unmarked car. 

Two arrests involving meth 
charges at year’s end underscored 
suspicions by police that use of 
the drug here is growing. “There 
are dozens and dozens of people 
using meth here,” said officer 
Chris Brown.

News about the town’s retail 
economy in 2017 suggested a state 
of flux. The borough reported in 
spring that sales tax revenues 
increased 2.3 percent in 2015, the 
biggest increase in five years. The 
jump included a springtime spike 
possibly attributable to Freeride 
World Tour, an extreme skiing 
competition held in Haines the 
past two years. 

A new restaurant opened in 
Main Street’s long-shuttered 
Coliseum Theater building, but the 
closure of Main Street landmark 
King’s Store and the advertised 
sale of many other businesses 
raised questions. Demographics 
may play a part, a news report 
found. Several of the businesses 
are owned by aging baby boomers 
looking to retire.

“You’re looking at people who 
are retirement age or wanting to 
do something else,” said Beverly 
Jones, who operated King’s nearly 
20 years. 

Sale of Canadian logs for 
firewood here ended after a sales 
tax dispute with the borough, and 
Constantine Metal Resources 
received approval for its next 
stage of development at the 
Palmer deposit, a potential mine 
near 40 Mile.

The prospective mine drove 
the valley’s hottest environmental 
debate – whether a high level 
of protection called a “Tier 3” 
designation should be pursued 
for the Chilkat River. The village 
of Klukwan pushed for the 
protection, citing potential mine 
impacts. More than 100 residents 
turned out at a Chilkat Center 
meeting where state officials were 
on hand to answer questions about 
the designation. Many residents 
spoke in opposition. 

“The fish go up there every 
year. Why classify something and 
have another law that is stuffed 
down our throats?” asked resident 
Duck Hess.

Low returns of king salmon 
to the Chilkat canceled the 
Haines King Salmon Derby 
for the second consecutive 
year. But the cancellation and 
restrictions on commercial, sport 
and subsistence fishing weren’t 
enough to return even the state’s 
minimum escapement numbers 
to the river in the fall. Biologists 
have narrowed the decline to poor 
ocean survival. “There are sources 
of mortality in our ocean that 

we cannot identify,” said Brian 
Elliott, a king salmon biologist 
for Fish and Game.

Environmental stories in 2016 
included brown bears at Chilkoot 
River with green paint on their 
faces, an $800,000 price tag for 
cleanup at an illicit rifle range 
at 7 Mile Haines Highway, and 
discoveries of dumped trash along 
the highway and around town. 
The Haines Borough formed a 
solid waste committee, citing 
continued, unlawful dumping as 
one of its concerns.

The American Bald Eagle 
Foundation conducted an aerial 
count of eagles during the fall 
congregation, the first such 
comprehensive count in 16 years. 

Advances in the arts made 
front-page news several times in 
2016, including additions to an 
outdoor gallery at Fort Seward, 
placement of interpretive plaques 
around the fort, creation of a 
giant mural depicting the town’s 
history on Main Street, and the 
May opening of Klukwan’s Jilkaat 
Kwaan Heritage Center. 

The village opening marked the 
first time that the famed Whale 
House artifacts, considered among 
the world’s finest totems, went on 
public display. Art buffs, Native 
leaders and others connected to 
the history of the pieces came 
from around Alaska and the 
Lower 48 to witness the event. 
“They have so much power and 
beauty, not just the art, but in the 
legends behind the house posts,” 
said Bernadette Price, an office 
worker who came from Portland, 
Ore., for the center’s opening. 

In June, residents watched 
in awe as Skagway muralist 

Clayton Conner wrapped the 
town’s history around the 190-
foot perimeter of the Coliseum 
Theater building in little more 
than a week – freehand, using 
a paint sprayer and brushes. 
The Alaska Arts Confluence, 
a Haines-based nonprofit that 
has brightened Main Street with 
displays, volunteered to address 
aesthetics of the harbor project, 
seeking grant funds to aid the 
design of the area.

In sport, Haines women notched 
a first for the town, winning the 
women’s bracket in Juneau’s 
annual Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament, topping a scrappy 
Craig squad, 54-49. Chris Brooks 
notched his second win in the 
Alcan 200 snowmachine race, 
Haines High freshman Marirose 
Evenden ran at the state cross-
country meet and Sean Asquith 
led local racers in the 24th 
Kluane-Chilkat International Bike 
Relay. The Haines School erected 
its first record board, listing best 
performances in track and field. 

Deaths reported on these pages 
in 2016 included those of several  
World War II veterans. The year’s 
toll included Layton Bennett, 
William Wiley, Betty Venables, 
G eo rge  M eacock ,  M ar t i n 
Schroeder, Aaron Nash, John 
Schnabel, Gordon Tandy, Erma 
Schnabel, Maxim Arsenault, 
Estelle Balet, John Orr, Ronnie 
Hauser, Dan Blackwell, Carl 
Dixon, Jordan Barber, Sharan 
Van Winkle, Matilda Rapaport, 
Charlie Jimmie, Mick McCarter, 
Kimberly Chambers, Jeff Burruss, 
Carole Ann Dixon, Betty Smith, 
Lawrence Willard, Olive Jackson, 
Leo Smith, Erwin Hertz, Josephine 
Hinman and Timothy Tong.

 Milestones of 2016 included 
the 50th birthday of the Chilkat 
Valley News, the 25th anniversary 
of the release of the Haines-based 
Disney movie “White Fang,” and 
the opening of a Wellness Center 
housing social services and a new 
dental clinic.

 Haines High School grad 
Crystalyn Lemieux was named 
a Fulbright Scholar in August 
and Hazel Englund on Sept. 16 
became the first known resident 
born in the Chilkat Valley to reach 
age 100. At a community birthday 
party held at the fairgrounds, 
Englund attributed her longevity 
to “working in the garden, etc.” 
Also, she said, “(I’m) too ornery 
to kick the bucket.”   
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Photos of 2016 

Perimeter photos, clockwise from upper left: John Schnabel, developer, reality TV star and former City 
of Haines mayor, died in March at age 96; Chilkat Natives celebrated the opening of Klukwan’s Jilkaat 
Kwaan Heritage Center in May; Skagway muralist Clayton Conner painted a history of the Chilkat Valley 
on	the	Coliseum	Theater	buidling	in	June;	Mike	Denker	competes	in	the	first	Chilkat	Chef	salmon-cooking	
competition in October; Hazel Englund, left in photo with friend Mary Price, turned 100, becoming the 
first-known	centenarian	born	in	the	Chilkat	Valley;	a	Haines	basketball	team	became	the	first	to	win	the	
women’s bracket at the annual Gold Medal Basketball Tournament in Juneau; the Haines Packing Co. 
plant	at	Letnikof	produced	its	first	canned	salmon	in	about	40	years;	artworks	added	to	a	new	gallery	at		
Fort Seward included a kinetic sculpture depicting the sea; construction of a new bridge at 26 Mile Haines 
Highway spelled the end for the historic structure known as the “Steel Bridge”;  Sheldon Museum trustees 
unveiled plans for an expanded facility; Charlie Jimmie, who became an iconic image for Alaska Natives, 
died  in August; U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski visited the Great Alaska Craft Beer and Homebrew Festival; “The 
Swamp,”	a	historic	Haines	home,	was	demolished	after	a	fire;	the	Coliseum	Theater	building	reopened	as	a		
vendors’ bazaar and restaurant. Center photos: Nattaphon “Ice” Wangyot of Haines made national news as 
a	transgender	high	school	athlete;	a	giant	boulder	rolled	from	a	cliff	down	to	the	ferry	terminal	parking	lot.	
Photos include ones by Andy Hedden and Sitka Sentinel. 
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Applications now being 
accepted for assisted 
living. Couple or single 
occupancy available. 
Feel free to visit, stop 
by, call or write HAL for 
an application and more 
information. 
(907) 766-3616; 
P.O. Box 916, Haines, 
Alaska 99827

Haines 
Assisted 

Living

This is the last issue of the Chilkat Valley 
News for 2016. We will be back in the 

New Year, January 12th.

Happy Holidays
from the staff of the CVN

766-2928  

SarahJ’s Shoppe

2nd & Willard across from the Visitors’ Center

Get Your     on!

Last Day
Dec. 23rd 

Happy Holidays & New Year!

ROAD from page 1

Mountain Market & Cafe

Open every day • 766-3340 or 766-3380

check out our menu online at 
www.mountain-market.com

— Your winter source for pizza —

—Celebrating 25 years in business!

Caroline’s Closet

Mon - Sat 12-6  •  Sun 12-5 766-3223  •  2nd & Main St

50% Off
Shoes

Lots of Sales going on thru Christmas
We have lots of new products this year including:

and more!

Stop in and Shop local!

publicly undecided on the project. 
He visited Haines and other 
Southeast communities in the fall 
to hear feedback to help make the 
decision.

“I’m here because I have not 
made up my mind as far as the 
Juneau Access issue. It’s one that 
will impact this area. There’s no 
question about that. I don’t shy 
away,” Walker said during his 
October visit.

Dozens of Haines residents 
shared their opinions with Walker 
in a question-and-answer session, 
the majority of whom were 
opposed to the road.

“I think it’s a very wise decision 
in lieu of our economic situation,” 
said Dan Egolf in a recent interview. 
Egolf is a Haines business owner 
and advocate against the road. 
“There’s been a real disconnect 
between what people want, what 
they need and what DOT has been 
doing,” he said.

Egolf is a proponent for finding 
energy efficient alternatives to 
improve the ferry system. “That’s 
my hope that (DOT) will stop 
wringing their hands over low oil 
prices and start looking at some 
alternatives,” he said. “Hopefully 
we’ll get back on the right track.”

Emily Ferry, deputy director of 
the Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council and outspoken opponent 
of the road, said the issue was 
very emotional on both sides, 
but, “I think taking a cool-headed 
and passionate look at it was 
the right choice for the state at 
the right time,” she said. “The 
governor made a very smart 
choice, particularly given the 

budget deficit.”
Ferry said allowing the $38 

million to go to other projects will 
benefit all of Southeast Alaska.

On the other hand,  road 
advocates are disappointed – but 
not surprised - by the governor’s 
actions.

“My support for the road was 
from a belief that I still hold 
quite strongly, that the amount 
of fuel burned by the ferries has 
a huge negative impact that is 
unsustainable for the future of our 
planet,” said Haines resident John 
Norton. “But I guess as in many 
things that we find in our public 
decisions, you don’t always get 

what you want.”
Haines resident Jerry Lapp 

wanted a road on the west side 
of the Lynn Canal. Although 
money will  be rerouted to 
other transportation projects in 
Southeast, improvements to the 
ferry service take a long time, 
he said. And the state can be 
unpredictable. 

“You just never know what the 
state is going to do,” Lapp said.

He doesn’t think he’ll see a road 
in his lifetime, he said, but the idea 
is not going away.

If Walker would have selected 
one of seven alternatives that 
could have resulted in a Juneau 

Road build, the 50-mile road 
extension would have most likely 
terminated at a new ferry terminal 
on the Katzehin River, about 90 
miles north of Juneau.

It was expected to cost $574 

million and would have cost the 
state about $5 million more each 
year to maintain than the cost to 
maintain the ferry system service, 
according to the State’s own 
documents.

By Natialie Helms
An Oregon company may walk 

away the new owner of 855 acres 
of timber in the Haines State 
Forest. It’s the largest timber 
sale the state forest has seen in 
20 years.

T h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f 
Fores t ry  se lec ted  As to r ia 
F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s ,  u n d e r  
Murphy Overseas USA Holdings, 
in a Dec. 15 auction as the only 
bidder for the Baby Brown timber 
sale. 

The 20 million board feet of 
200-year-old, old growth Sitka 
spruce and western hemlock is 
located at about 37 Mile Haines 
Highway between Porcupine 
and Jarvis Creeks, according to 

Division of Forestry documents. 
While the minimum bid was 

$250,000, the timber company bid 
over $274,000. The company now 
has 30 days to submit a contract 
with its operational plan to be 
approved by the state before the 
sale is final.  

A forest land use plan for 137 
acres on the east side of Glacier 
Creek was submitted before 
the bid was selected to prepare 
for harvest. Public comment 
period on the plan, including the 
proposed method of harvest, is 
open until Jan. 5.

Eric Holle, President of Lynn 
Canal Conservation, said he 
thinks “the cart goes before the 
horse” in that process, since the 

division’s forest land use plan 
for the Baby Brown timber sale 
is only in its draft form as of 
November.

“The company is going to 
submit a logging plan before the 
forest land use plan is done,” Holle 
said. “The industry is dictating the 
terms of their contract.”

Holle said he thinks the sale is 
“tragic.” Lynn Canal Conservation 
was one of three conservation 
organizations that appealed the 
sale when it was first proposed in 
2015. The Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources Commissioner 
denied the appeal.

In response to a comment from 
Astoria’s manager Stan Runnels 
who told KHNS the sale could 

be “a really good deal for people 
in Haines,” Holle said, “It’s not 
really clear how it’s going to be 
good for anyone, other than for 
select individuals.” 

Holle said he was not sure how 
it would benefit local loggers 
because the materials “seem 
to be destined for export.” The 
state also loses money on the 
sale at about a 5 to 1 ratio due to 
administrative costs, Holle said.

He added that there will 
be negative impacts to the 
environment, local fisheries, 
other wildlife and the earth’s 
climate. Holle said the sale will 
be detrimental in the long term.

State forester Greg Palmieri 
said he was glad a bidder was 

Largest timber sale in decades moves forward
chosen. “I think it’s good for the 
project moving forward,” he said.

Palmieri had inquiries from 
five companies about the sale, 
he said, but most likely only one 
saw a market for the materials. 
Softwood timber is often logged 
for lumber and chips. 

Also, 2.6 miles of road in the 
area will be reconstructed, and 
an additional 5 miles of road will 
be added for access to the timber. 

When asked if recreational 
activities like hiking and hunting 
take place in the area of the sale, 
Palmieri said similar activities take 
place all over the state forest and 
were considered in development 
of the sale.

Wishing everyone 
a wonderful new year!
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766-3131

Alaskan Liquor Store

Open  Mon. - Sat.  11 am - 7:30 pm      
Sun. 12 pm - 6 pm

Closing at 6 p.m. Christmas Eve

208 Main Street  

Closed 
Christmas Day

Wishes you a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year!

William Seward

SEWARD from page 1

request, the email stated.
Prior to his evaluation, Seward 

had requested that his six-month 
evaluation be held in public, 
rather than in the privacy of 
executive session. “Good, bad or 
indifferent, I want the public to 
know,” he said at the time.

D u r i n g  t h e  a s s e m b l y ’s 
discussion of Seward’s fate, the 
rancor was palpable as mayor 
Jan Hill condemned the borough 
assembly as “axe-hurlers” who 
had just “jumped off the cliff.”

Following the vote, several 
members of the public in the 
audience directed their anger at Tom 
Morphet, the owner of the Chilkat 
Valley News, who introduced the 
motion to fire Seward. 

Former assembly member 
Diana Lapham, whom Morphet 
defeated when he won his 
assembly seat in October, called 
him “despicable.”

Resident  Don Turner  Jr. 
threatened to circulate a recall 
petition the following morning.

Turner has since refused 
comment.

Lapham stressed that she is not 
organizing the recall but would 
sign the petition. She said it would 
not be appropriate for her to take 
an active role because she wanted 
to regain her seat on the assembly.

Nonetheless, she said the recall 
movement was going forward and 
other assembly members in addition 
to Morphet may be targeted.

She believed Morphet was the 
main target of the community’s ire.

Lapham said she didn’t think it 
would be a problem to collect the 
necessary signatures. “There are 
at least 250 people out there ready 
to sign a recall petition,” she said. 

She added of Morphet: “He was 
the one who made the statements 
(against Seward). He was the 
perceived guiding force in this.”

Morphet opened the meeting by 
reading from a prepared, three-
page statement which included 
16 examples where he thought 
Seward lacked judgment or 
diligence necessary to do the job.

In July, soon after he started 
with the borough, Seward made 
an independent decision to divert 
funding from the Portage Cove 
harbor expansion project to the 
Lutak Dock project. That same 
month, Morphet said, Seward 
banned two residents from 
the borough offices before the 
assembly overruled his efforts to 
buttress security at the building.

In his statement, Morphet 
said Seward made “continuous 
missteps that reflect his judgment 
and diligence are not at the caliber 
required to do this job effectively,” 
adding, “This is not a job for on-
the-job training.”

Lapham sa id  Morphe t ’s 
aggressive pursuit of Seward 
was just “the straw that broke the 
camel’s back.”

“There’s more to it,” she said. 
“Tom, in particular, has been 
defiant, has refused to follow 
procedure and disagrees at just 
about every turn with how the 

borough does things. Every place 
has its procedures. You should 
at least learn them to become 
effective.” 

“But Tom has refused to 
learn them. And that becomes 
incompetency,” Lapham said.

Morphet called her accusations 
baseless.

Under Alaska State Statute 
Section 29.26.240 on the recall 
of a public official, the law states 
that an elected official may be 
recalled by voters after serving 
120 days. Grounds for recall 
include “misconduct in office, 
incompetence, or failure to 
perform prescribed duties.”

The section added that the 
petition must be signed “by a 
number of voters equal to 25 
percent cast for that” officeholder 
to place the recall measure on the 
ballot.

In the October municipal 
election, Morphet received 436 
votes, second only to Lende, the 
top vote-getter, meaning 109 
signatures are required against 
Morphet to move the matter 
forward.

Tresham Gregg, who voted for 
Seward’s dismissal, was surprised 
to hear he may be targeted by 
a recall petition. “This is news 
to me,” he said. “I’d have to 
think about it before I made a 
comment.”

The vote to terminate Seward 
came at the end of an acrimonious 
four-hour meeting in which the 
assembly seesawed back and 
forth on two choices: relieve the 
borough manager immediately 
or place him on an additional and 
closely-watched three-month 
probationary period.

Friedenauer wondered whether 
Seward had received enough 
guidance from the assembly, 
especially since he had no 
municipal experience when he 
took the job six months before. “If 
things aren’t going as swimmingly 
as we hoped, I think we need to 
own that a little bit,” she said.

At that point, Morphet produced 
the job description for the borough 
manager.

“It’s right here,” he said, reading 

from the document. “The borough 
manager implements policy as 
set by the borough assembly.” 
The job description also used 
the phrases “carries out the 
directives” of the assembly and 
“prepares recommendations to 
the borough assembly on matters 
affecting the municipality” in 
describing the responsibilities of 
the position.

Morphet told Seward, “You 
manage this municipality; you 
don’t lead it.”

In an interview, Morphet 
defended his conduct during the 
debate over Seward’s job.

“When you’re hired to do a 
$100,000 job, the first thing you 
do is pick up your job description,” 
Morphet said. “I accept that I cast 
a very critical eye on Mr. Seward’s 
performance. I made specific 
examples of where I felt Mr. 
Seward fell short.”

He added, “But this man was 
being paid $100,000 in taxpayer 
money. I think he has to do more 
than just an acceptable job.”

Morphet said there was no 
allowance in either Seward’s 
contract or in borough code for 
individual assembly members to 
give feedback on the manager’s 
job performance.

“We can’t individually go down 
and tell the manager what to do – 
that has to be done collectively, as 
a group,” Morphet said. “I never 
took my concerns to him because 
I didn’t think it was my job. 
Likewise, he initiated no process 
to say, ‘How am I doing?’ The 
evaluation served as that process.”

At the meeting, assembly 
members discussed perceived 
p r o b l e m s  w i t h  S e w a r d ’s 
m a n a g e m e n t  s t y l e .  B o t h 
Friedenauer and Lende said 
they received unsolicited calls 
from borough staff complaining 
about issues that included lack of 
objectivity, disrespect and bias.

“It’s hard to un-hear those 
things,” Friedenauer said.

At the meeting, Seward told 
the assembly they were hearing 
only one side of the story and 
felt handcuffed that he could not 
respond to the allegations without 
compromising the employees 
involved.

“That put me at an unfair 
disadvantage,” he said in a 
subsequent interview.

Seward encouraged the board to 
consult with department directors 
to assess his performance. 
Borough clerk Julie Cozzi later 
wrote in an email that Seward 
made mistakes – as any new hire 
would do – but was responsive to 
feedback and correction.

“Bill Seward is an intelligent, 
even-keeled person who is 
fantastic with people and a great 
leader,” wrote Cozzi, who is now 
acting borough manager. “He 
made great progress in the very 
short time he was allowed to learn 
the job.”

Seward said in an interview 
he applied for the job as Haines 
manager  knowing  severa l 
managers had previously worked 
for the borough over the last 
dozen years.

“ I  t h o u g h t  w i t h  m e 
understanding a small town and 
growing up in Alaska that I could 
relate better than those in the past. 
But I guess not,” he said. “My 
attorney said that something else 
is going on.”

The tenor of last week’s debate 
took an about-face after the 
assembly went into executive 
session to discuss alleged threats 
Seward made to the president of 
a company that employs Haines 
activist Gershon Cohen.

In the 45-minute executive 
session, in which Cohen was 
allowed to take part, the assembly 
heard evidence regarding a phone 

conversation in which Seward 
reportedly told David DelPorto, 
Cohen’s boss, that he would never 
receive work in Haines as long as 
Cohen was an employee of the 
engineering firm.

Just before the session, Ron 
Jackson, who had previously said 
he’d had only good experiences 
working with Seward, seemed to 
change his stance.

“ T h i s  b u s i n e s s  a b o u t 
threatening a company owner – 
it’s not the person I’ve come to 
know,” Jackson said of Seward. 
“It just seemed like a totally 
different person.”

In his defense, Seward admitted 
he made mistakes, and that he 
tried to answer to the direction 
of an assembly that often had 
different visions.

“I’ll tell you; I’m less than perfect 
– I came in with little experience 
and I admitted that from day one,” 
he said. “Thirty-two folks applied 
for this position and I rose to the 
top; I must have done something 
right. I made mistakes and I’ll 
probably make more mistakes, but 
I take credit for it.”

Fr iedenauer  pressed  the 
borough manager for specific 
guidance he needed from the 
assembly and about his game 
plan going forward. Seward gave 
a rambling answer, inviting the 
assembly members to come into 
his office for a visit.

No one, including Friedenauer, 
seemed pleased with the answer.

“I wanted to be wooed with the 
question I asked you,” she told 
Seward. “I was ready to hear a 
plan. And I didn’t.”

The assembly based its final 
vote in part on a system devised 
by mayor Hill,  where each 
member gave a numerical score to 
facets of Seward’s performance: 
four categories that included 
interpersonal  relat ionship, 
work habits, performance and 
supervisory skills.

Each section included rankings 
of 1 through 5, ranging from 
unacceptable to outstanding. 
In the final collective tally, 
Seward received a 2.35 score for 
interpersonal relationships; 2.9 for 
work habits; 1.6 for performance 
and a 2.2 for supervisory skills.

Seward’s score for overall 
effectiveness was 2.3 out of a 
total of 5.

It was not clear this week 
whether Hill took part in the 
numerical ranking.

Even before the vote took 
place, Lende said she thought the 
review process was too general 
and thought it should be recast to 
be based specifically on Seward’s 
job description. 

Her request was turned down 
by both Hill and Seward, she said.

“I thought what we had was 
extremely general and that was 
a mistake,” she said. “I think it 
might have helped him if we’d 
had a more thorough evaluation 
process.”

Hill did not return repeated calls 
for comment.

Prior to making a final statement, 
Seward left the meeting room on 
an announced five-minute break. 
He returned after that time to 
motion Hill into the hallway.

“I just wanted to make sure 
she was OK,” Seward said in the 
interview. “I could see she was 
starting to tear up.”

Outside, in private, Seward 
said Hill told him, “It was terrible 
what they were doing to me. 
She couldn’t believe it was 
happening.”

Hill then returned to the meeting 
and chastised the assembly. “Our 
job is to help our manager succeed 
but we have just jumped off the 
cliff in my opinion,” Hill said, 
her voice breaking. “It feels like 
you’re all axe-hurlers and I’m 

really sad.”
That outburst against assembly 

members brought criticism from 
former three-term Haines Mayor 
Fred Shields.

“Attacking people who have 
had the courage and concern 
to come forward and serve the 
community is the best way to 
discourage public involvement in 
civic affairs,” he said. “It sends a 
clear message: participate at your 
peril. If the powers-that-be don’t 
like you or your point of view, be 
prepared to be publicly berated.”

Seward said he received 
much support in the community 
following his dismissal.

“It’s overwhelming,” he said. 
“A dozen people dropped by over 
the weekend with food. One even 
snowplowed our driveway for 
free. Facebook is exploding with 
support.”

On Wednesday, he stopped by 
borough offices to pick up his 
final paycheck. “The support there 
is incredible,” he said. “I hope 
Haines finds its way.”

On Tuesday, Lapham started 
a “Hold Borough Assembly 
Accountable” GoFundMe drive 
which she shared on her Facebook 
page, with a goal of raising 
$35,000 to help defray Seward’s 
legal costs and for personal living 
expenses caused by the job loss. 

By Wednesday evening, the 
site had raised $2,600 from 11 
contributors, including $1,000 
from the wife of Haines Police 
Chief Heath Scott.

“Bil l  and his  family are 
suffering, not only financially 
but also emotionally, as they cope 
with this significant life event. 
Bill is now left out of a job and 
struggling to support his family 
as he will likely be considered 
unemployable due to the damages 
to his reputation,” Lapham wrote.

“As we all know, bills add up 
and most public servants live 
paycheck to paycheck; especially 
when they have children in 
college. I ask that you donate to 
this cause to allow Bill Seward 
and his family to get by while he 
works his way through the legal 
process,” Lapham said.

Lapham also lashed out at 
borough assembly members this 
week in a series of pointed emails. 

“I hope you are all proud of 
your actions. I hope you are proud 
of the fact that you are so cold 
blooded,” she wrote on Tuesday, 
following other emails sent over 
the weekend.

“What you have done is 
despicable. If we go into a lawsuit 
over this, I hold EACH and 
every one of you personally 
responsible. I begin to feel you 
have no conscience but in the 
outside chance that you do, I hope 
it’s eating you alive.”

The borough assembly is 
scheduled to meet next on Jan. 10.

This week, Cozzi sent an email 
to borough assembly members 
recommending that Borough 
Facilities Director Brad Ryan 
serve as interim manager until 
a replacement can be found for 
Seward.

The email said Ryan has agreed 
to take on the position.

The borough also received an 
offer from former Juneau borough 
manager Dave Palmer to serve as 
interim manager.

Palmer, 67, who is now retired 
and lives in Anacortes, Wash., has 
also served as city administrator 
in Craig and city manager in 
Petersburg.

In an interview, Palmer said he 
has property near Chilkat Lake 
and knows Haines. “It’s a good 
place; I like it,” he said. 

“I haven’t heard back from the 
borough yet. I hope they can get 
together and come up with a plan 
and direction.”
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Fun at the Follies

Puppeteers save parade with stand-in dragon

Talent of all types was on stage Sunday 
during Lynn Canal Community Players’ 
annual holiday variety show, “The 
Holly Jolly Christmas Follies.” From 
left, Christy Tengs Fowler reads her 
humorous parody of “‘Twas the Night 
Before	Christmas;”	ballerina	angel	Avery	Beck,	age	4,	dances;	Mark	Davis,	Matt	Davis	and	John	
Hunt perform as the New York City Trio, and Meg Davis, Lindsey Jobbins and Brinley Ganey sing . 
Other acts included a bell choir performance, Men of Note, a ukulele group and a Silent Night sing-
along. Tom Morphet photos.

By John M. Glionna
This year’s Holiday Parade 

almost took place without its 
fire-breathing star, the multi-
legged thing that for years has 
snaked down Main Street snorting 
pressurized flour out of its snout 
to simulate smoke.

The snow dragon.
Annette Smith, the keeper of the 

dragon who has worked for years 
to make the beloved prop work, 
was out of town for this year’s 
parade on Saturday.

She told organizers she wasn’t 
comfortable with it being used 
without her guidance. The dragon, 
she said, was getting old and 
fragile. And so it’s angry-looking, 
beady-eyed head and sheets that 
make up its body sat curled up 
in a storage room at the Chilkat 
Center.

Then a Christmas miracle 
happened in Haines: A new snow 
dragon emerged.

A trio of artists from Geppetto’s 
Junkyard created a new dragon; 
one with 14 feet (seven people) 
as it marched Saturday evening in 
a bitter cold from Thor’s Fitness 
to the Sheldon Museum, to the 
delight of scores of residents.

It almost didn’t happen.
“On Friday night, we decided 

we had to do something,” said 
artist Melina Shields. “So we built 
one. It’s such a tradition that we 
had to have one.”

Shields, Joey Jacobson and 
Merrick Bochart crafted a head 
out of wire and added fabric. 

And the show went on.
Reached in Washington, D.C., 

Smith let out a laugh when told 
there was a new dragon in town.

“Oh, wow,” she said. “So, I’ve 
been usurped!”

Smith’s dragon was created 
25 years ago for a chamber of 
commerce Shop-At-Home event. 
It’s makers were artist Tresham 
Gregg, Smith and Jim Shook, who 
supervised building the head.

The prop was also featured in a 
1991 play that Gregg wrote called 
“Ojo and the Gypsy Bear,” which 
was staged at the Chilkat Center. 

The play was based on a Frank 
Oz book and Gregg wrote the 
lead role for his then 8-year-old 
son Rahsaan. 

“In the play, there was a castle 
that was all frozen and guarded 
by an ice dragon that ran around 
a frozen moat,” Gregg said. 
“Somehow they managed to melt 
everything.”

The dragon, he said, “came in 
through the lobby, went through 
the audience and back out.”

Later, the family volunteered 
the dragon prop to the annual 
Christmas holiday parade.

When asked about the dragon’s 
no-show this year, Gregg paused.

“I know,” he sighed.
Gregg said he respected his 

sister’s decision. “It’s a delicate 
piece that could easily get 
damaged. I’m sure if (Annette) 

had delegated the authority for 
the dragon it would have worked.”

He said his sister has worked 
tirelessly to make the dragon 
available each year. “Trying to get 
all the right people to be there at 
the right time; she organized all of 
that,” he said. “It was more than 
just taking care of the dragon.”

Debra Schnabel, executive 
director of the Haines Chamber 
of Commerce, said she learned in 
late November the original snow 
dragon might be in jeopardy.

Smith had told her she was 
going to be out of town on Dec. 
17 and suggested that the parade 
be held a week earlier so she could 
be there to manage the dragon 
prop. The Uglys said they could 
stage their post-parade fundraiser 
on either date.

But most people agreed that 

Dec. 10 was too early for the 
event.

“It was too big of a gap,” 
Schnabel said.

Smith wouldn’t budge.
“It’s not so much that it’s 

fragile,” she said of the dragon. 
“It’s just that it’s in pieces. Some 
are here, some are over there and 
the rest is still over there.”

The dragon, she suggested, 
should come with a sign: Handle 
with Care.

“If you don’t walk through the 
door correctly, you could take 
some of the horns off,” Smith 
said. “You have to know its 
idiosyncrasies. I could see how it 
could be mishandled, the skin put 
away wet, and I’d have nothing 
but mold for the next year.”

Then Melina Shields offered 
to make a dragon with her artist 

friends.
A week later, though, just days 

before the event, a new dragon 
had yet to be born.

Then came a breakthrough. 
Shields called Schnabel to say the 
group could get a dragon made by 
5 p.m. Saturday, but not 3 p.m. 
when the event participants start 
to gather.

But the artists came through. 
And perhaps many people didn’t 
even know the difference.

“It was a beautiful dragon,” 
Schnabel said.

Which dragon will appear in 
next year’s parade is anyone’s 
guess.

“My dragon’s pretty wonderful 
– he’s still alive and well,” Smith 
said. “But he’s pretty low-tech. 
Maybe he should be replaced.’
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Get your free firestarter at the Chilkat Valley News

Hays falls in two 
matches at state

Glacier Bear girls fall to Miss Chiefs

Make the 
holiday 
bright! 
Support 

your 
neighbors. 
Shop in 
Haines

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

November 25th 2016 - February 3rd 2017  Flight Schedule
     Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS      Arrive SGY 

    8:30 am
    9:15 am
  11:45 am
    2:50 pm

  9:05 am (M-F only)  
10:25 am
12:20 pm
  3:25 pm

     8:30 am
   11:00 am
     1:30 pm
     2:45 pm

      9:05 am
    11:35 am 
      2:40 pm
      3:15 pm (M-F only)

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilot
  Proud to be part of  the 
  Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

    9:15 am   9:30 am   2:25 pm   2:40 pm

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
Christmas Eve Service
Sat. Dec. 24 - 7:30 pm
Christmas Day Service
Sun. Dec. 25 - 9:00 am

3rd & Dalton
766-2241

�

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Friday          16          11:30 am        12:00 pm       
Sunday        18          11:30 am        12:00 pm
Monday       19          11:45 am          1:15 pm
Thursday      22          11:45 am         No SGY
Friday          23          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Sunday        25          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Monday       26           11:30 am           1:00 pm
Tuesday       27          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Thursday     29          11:30 am         No SGY
Friday          30          11:30 am         12:00 pm
Sunday         1           11:30 am          12:00 pm
Monday        2           10:15 am          11:45 am

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

For update 
info,

call the 
Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

Friday          16          3:00 pm           4:00 pm       
Sunday        18          3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Monday       19          5:45 pm           7:45 pm
Thursday      22          No SGY          1:45 pm
Friday          23          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday        25          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Monday       26           5:30 pm          7:30 pm
Tuesday       27          3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Thursday     29          No SGY          1:30 pm
Friday          30          3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday         1           3:00 pm           4:00 pm
Monday       2            4:15 pm          6:15 pm

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church

Chilkat Center Lobby

    Christmas Eve
8:30pm Carols and Holy Communion

     Christmas Day
10:30am Holy Communion
 

When the power of love overcomes the love of power the world will know peace.
         ~ Jimi Hendrix ~

By Ryan Harms
CVN Sports Columnist

The state championship 
run of the Glacier Bears’ 
138-pound senior, Mori Hays, 
came to an abrupt but very hard 
fought end at last weekend’s 
state wrestling competition in 
Anchorage.  

Hays was defeated by points 
awarded, as opposed to being 
pinned, in both of his matches. 
In an unfortunate draw, he was 
matched against second seed 
Aaron Olsen from Bethel, 
a program that regularly 
produces top contenders at 
the state tournament. Hays 
was narrowly defeated in his 
second match by Bradley 
Brower from Barrow.  

Coach Andrew Cardella 
said, “Mori’s improvements 
from last year to this was 
almost like watching a whole 
new wrestler, in terms of 
his physicality and mental 

approach. It was exciting to 
see, and all of the coaches who 
came in to work with him are 
very proud of him and the work 
he put in.”  

Hays’ father, Ed, who has 
now had the privilege of seeing 
both of his sons wrestle at state 
in back-to-back years, said, “It 
was a treat to watch wrestling at 
such a high level.” He added, “It 
is special to be able to provide 
this opportunity for kids in 
Haines and I am so grateful to 
the school and the coaches for 
the hard-work and dedication 
they put in to make it possible.”    

Cardella added, “I hope 
Mori ’s  accompl ishments 
will inspire some of Haines’ 
upcoming students to turn out 
for the team next year and 
continue to grow the program.” 

Mori Hays could not be 
reached for this article due to 
Christmas vacation.  

By Ryan Harms
CVN Sports Columnist

Before play began last Friday 
in a set of weekend games that 
dropped the team to 0-2 to begin 
the season, the Haines girls’ 
basketball team knew it was 
facing one of the region’s top 
teams in Metlakatla.  

“We knew what we were 
up against,” said Coach Greg 
Brittenham. “We knew they would 
come out with great intensity and 
it was everything we expected 
and more. If anything, it’s on me 
for not preparing the girls’ well 
enough to handle the pressure, but 
there were no surprises.”    

If indeed there were no surprises 
in the game plan presented by 
Metlakatla, then it seems fair to say 
the challenge confronting Haines 
is steep. In order for them to be 
among the top teams in the region 
this season, they must solve one of 
the great team sports mysteries and 
develop, in one season, the kind of 
trust and team chemistry it often 

takes high school athletes an entire 
career to develop. 

If nothing else, Brittenham 
believes his team is up to the 
challenge following the wide-
margin defeats. 

“Those girls played their 
hearts out,” Brittenham said. 
“They battled for the entire 32 
minutes on both nights. Even the 
opposing coach commented on 
how impressed he was by our 
girls’ unrelenting efforts. I could 
not be more proud. Just the way 
they competed has me excited to 
get back in the gym and coach 
these girls.”   

While their coach’s enthusiasm 
is obvious, it remains to be seen if 
the players will push themselves 
and each other to meet the 
challenges before them.  

Will they, as Brittenham asked 
rhetorically, “do the necessary 
things to improve upon the 
highlights of the weekend?” 
Those things include Kiana Donat 
grabbing a defensive rebound and 

then outpacing everyone else on 
the court for a full-court layup 
and her first two career points, 
and Lindy Hill going two-for-two 
from the free-throw line for her 
first two career points. 

Will Raine Winge, whose first 
two career points came after a 
timeout plea by Brittenham to 
shoot more, continue to follow her 
coach’s advice and not hesitate to 
take the open shot?  

Furthermore, how will Jordan 
Stigen, Tulsi Zahnow, Brittney 
Bradford and Makayla Crager - 
the only returning upperclassmen 
from last year’s team - settle into 
their roles as this year’s leaders?  

And lastly, who will emerge 
as the team’s lead-by-example 
player? The person who inspires 
everyone else to push beyond 
their own limits simply because 
they don’t want to let that person 
down? Will any individual emerge 
or will they all?  

The team’s next action is at 
home against reigning state 
champion Petersburg on Jan. 6-7.

By Ryan Harms
CVN Sports Columnist

There is an old adage in sports 
that says “You can try everything, 
but nothing can really prepare a 
team for the heightened tempo 
of a game in front of a rowdy, 
opposing crowd.”

As the Glacier Bears boys’ 
basketball team found out Friday 
and Saturday in Metlakatla, there 
is some truth in that adage. 

Before the first quarter was over 
on Friday night, Metlakatla had a 
22-point lead and was on its way 
to a 75-30 victory over Haines.    

“I gotta hand it to Met,” said 
head coach Steve Fossman. 
“They came out trying to make a 
statement, and it was tough for us. 
They definitely caught our guys a 
little off guard.”

Fossman said the essence of the 
game was not that Metlakatla did 
anything sophisticated or tricky 
but, rather, they were able to get 
Haines to play with “uncontrolled 
hurriedness.” 

“Most of our turnovers in both 
games were unforced; one too 
many dribbles into the paint, 
or a pass that was made in a 
panic just to get rid of the ball,” 
Fossman said. “We got ahead of 
ourselves, but those are things we 
can correct.”

Despite opening the regular 
season with two losses, including 
by an 80-50 score the second 
night, Haines’ players showed 
the competitive will that coaches 
love to see from their team, 
especially when they are down 
on the scoreboard.

“I couldn’t be happier with 
how our guys stayed focused and 
continued to play hard all the 

Wishing you love and light for the holiday season.

way through the weekend,” said 
Fossman. “I told ‘em, ‘Hey, we’re 
gonna pressure these guys,’ and 
we did. In that second game, we 
pressured full-court and forced 
(Metlakatla) into the bad shots 
and the bad turnovers. It may not 
be a game winner, but we won 
the second quarter by a point and 
that’s something we can build on.”  

Fossman also pointed out that 
even though this team is relatively 
young, it is fearless. They never 
stopped going to the basket and 
they never stopped attacking.  

As the team moves forward, 
questions remain: Can Dylan 
Swinton successfully maneuver 
an expanded role as point-
forward? Will effort and technique 
overcome a relative lack of inside 
height? And, can a team with half 
its players working together for 
the first time really gel enough 
in one season to be a contender?  

The search for the answers 
to these questions begins at the 
Capital City Classic in Juneau on 
Dec. 27-30. The team’s first home 
action will be Jan. 6-7 against 
Petersburg.

Chiefs make statement in victories
Metlakatla forces boys to into mistakes in series

This week at tommorphet.com
• My view of Bill Seward’s dismissal
• The appeal of Haines at Christmas
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Police report

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

AWARDS from page 1 

English professor at the University 
of Alaska, nominated Lende and 
wrote a letter on her behalf.

“She’s an exceptional writer 
and through her writing actually 
makes a  difference in  the 
community in Alaska,” Spatz said. 

The Arts Business Leadership 
Award “recognizes a business 
that uses the arts in an exemplary 
way to propel their success, 
has developed programs that 
engage employees with creativity 
and other community activities 
that support arts and business 
partnerships, or has exhibited 
fiscal generosity and participation 
that has made a substantial impact 
on the arts in Alaska.”

H o t c h  s h a r e d  L e n d e ’s 
sentiments about winning the 
award, saying it was a big honor, 
but it took more than just her own 
efforts to bring art and culture to 
the heritage center in Klukwan.

“I would also like to add the 
effort toward building the Jilkaat 
Kwaan Cultural Heritage Center 
and Bald Eagle Preserve Visitor 
Center was a huge effort that took 
many hands,” she said. “We had 
a great group of people working 
with us, many at a volunteer level, 

Holiday swim passes offer a 
great value and are on sale 

now at the Haines pool. 
Ten and 20-punch passes are available, 
at $3 per swim for students and seniors, 

and $4 per swim for adults. 
For more information, call 

the pool at 766-2666. 
The pool will keep regular hours 

through the holidays, with the exception 
of a closure on Saturday, Dec. 24.

Space Provided by Chilkat Valley News

Pool Schedule

 
                   Mon             Tue        Wed              � ur            Fri                   Sat
                      Lap Swim                                               Lap Swim                                                    Lap Swim                
             6:30-7:50am          Closed          6:30-7:50am                                         6:30-7:50am
              Aerobics 8-9am             Aerobics 8-9am                                       Aerobics 8-9am       
      Everyone Welcome                       Everyone Welcome0 Everyone Welcome   Everyone Welcome     
            11-12:30                                             11-12:30                  11-12:30                 11-12:30
                                 Haines Dolphins Swim Team                            3:30 - 5:30 Mon - Fri
  Everyone Welcome                        Everyone Welcome                                                Everyone Welcome    
         5:30-7pm                                           5:30-7pm                                                               5:30-7pm

Space provided courtesy of  Chilkat Valley News

 ( W i n t e r  2 0 1 6 )

Everyone 
Welcome
4-6 pm

Seniors 
10-11am

Help advise the Federal Subsistence Board 
on the management of fi sh and wildlife 

resources on Federal public lands and other 
subsistence issues in your region.

Application Deadline
February 3, 2017

For an application call 
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3880 
or visit www.doi.gov/subsistence

Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Council

and a lot of hired professionals 
who put their heart into the 
project. So, in a sense, I feel a 
little uncomfortable being singled 
out when I know we had so much 
help. It is an honor none the less.”

Andrea Noble-Pelant, executive 
director of Alaska State Council 
on the Arts, said Hotch was 
selected because “her work and 
artistic endeavors exemplify that 
art is integrated in every aspect 
of her life.”

She said it was clear in Hotch’s 
nomination letters that she was 
an inspirational mentor and a 
generous leader.

The Governor’s Awards for 
the Arts and Humanities is an 
annual partnership between the 
Alaska Humanities Forum, the 
Alaska State Council on the 
Arts, the Alaska Arts and Culture 
Foundation and the Office of the 
Governor.

The award ceremony will take 
place Thursday, Jan. 26, at the 
Juneau Arts and Culture Center. 
Tickets are available at http://
www.akgovawards.org/attend, 
or call Jann Mylet at Alaska 
Humanities Forum at (907) 272-
5302.

The Parts Place

We’ve Got Lots of  
Stocking Stuffers!

ToolsParts
Accessories

& Many New 

Fun Items

Friday, Dec. 16
An investigation continues in 

a report of domestic violence of 
a 14-year-old female assaulting 
a 67-year-old female on Fourth 
Avenue.

The Haines Police Department 
assisted the Alaska State Troopers 
with a vehicle accident at 31.5 
Mile Haines Highway.

Eligibility tightens for assistance
New rules in place for help with phone, Internet bills
By Natalie Helms

Changes  to  the  Life l ine 
E l i g i b i l i t y  P r o g r a m  m a y 
disqualify some people who 
receive assistance for Alaska 
Power and Telephone internet and 
phone service.

The federal Lifeline Program 
gives income-eligible consumers 
a discount on monthly charges 
for basic landline or wireless 
residential telephone service, 
according to the Universal Service 
Administrative Co. website. 
Assistance is limited to one 
monthly discount per customer.

As of Dec. 2,  customers 
enrolled in the National School 
Lunch Program, Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families, 
Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program, Alaska 
Temporary Assistance Program, 
Alaska Adult Public Assistance 
and Denali Kid Care no longer 
qualify for the Lifeline Program.

“The changes to the Lifeline 
Program come from the 2016 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
C o m m i s s i o n  L i f e l i n e 
Modernization Order,” said 
Mary Jo Quandt, AP&T Senior 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
and Customer Service. “The 
FCC goal is to increase efficiency 
and improve the program for 
consumers  while  reducing 
waste, fraud and abuse from the 
program.”

The Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department this month elected 
Brian Clay as its new chief in a 
close vote between two veteran 
finalists.

Clay defeated opponent 
Darwin Feakes in a vote of 32 
fire department members. 

The winner prevailed by two 
votes.

Clay, who assumes his new 
post on Jan. 9, inherits ongoing 
state budget cuts that could 
impact services and internal 
fractures over a controversial 
personnel move involving 
former employee Jenn Walsh.

I n  N o v e m b e r ,  A l b e r t 
Giddings was elected assistant 

fire chief. Vince Hansen is the 
new treasurer and Patty Brown 
is the new secretary.

All fire department election 
results must be approved by the 
Haines Borough manager. The 
new fire chief will earn a $500 
monthly stipend.

In an interview prior to his 
election, Clay said the fire 
department has moved beyond 
the internal strife. “Maybe some 
people still have heartburn over 
it, but I think we’ve moved on 
from it. We can deal with it.”

Clay, 52, is a school board 
member and current f ire 
captain.

Firefighters elect Clay 
to lead department

the perfect

GIFT
A subscription to the

Chilkat Valley News
Local $44.31  Alaska $48  

Outside (2nd class) $54  Outside (1st class) $75

informative, entertaining, economical
AND it lasts the whole year!

Buy one subscription
and get the 2nd at half-price!

* applies only to new subscribers
Payment must be received by 12/31/2016

Special
Holiday

Offer*
Name:
Mailing Address:

Send your subscription order and payment to Chilkat Valley News, PO Box 630, Haines AK 99827

Name:
Mailing Address:

Quandt said the changes have 
the potential to disqualify about 
50 AP&T customers who formerly 
qualified for the program.

For more information, visit 
http://www.usac.org/default.aspx. 
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Un-Classified Ads
PRINTER, COPIER, SCANNER, 

FAX up to 11” x 17”, Brother 
MFC-J6510DW Wireless and 
ethernet interfaces. Barely ever 
used. New $300+. For Sale 
$100. Call Joe 314-0892. (51b)

FOR SALE: Total Gym Fit, fully 
assembled, includes owner’s 
manual, accessories, DVD. 
$395 OBO. 766-2241 or 723-
8898. (50f,51b)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is looking for a professional, 
caring individual who would like 
to join our team as Personal 
Assistant. A part-time, flex 
schedu l ing  is  ava i lable. 
CNAs or PCA w/experience 
in Elder Care are preferred; 
responsible, caring candidates 
are encouraged to contact 
Stephanie Pattison at 766-
3616 to inquire about the 
available positions. (51b) 

WANTED: USED OFFICE DESK. 
Call the CVN 766-2688. (48cf)

CVN WILL PAY $100 to anyone 
flying from Juneau to Haines 
on Thursday’s 2:45 flight (any 
week) who can br ing the 
newspapers up with them. 
Call 766-2688. (46cf)

DO YOU BELIEVE SENIORS 
and people exper iencing 
disabilities  deserve to live 
full, independent lives of their 
own choosing? We are looking 
for a dynamic, community 
minded, team-player to join 
our Haines office temporarily 
(January-April). This position 
offers flexibility, competitive pay 
and a supportive, caring, fun 
work environment. For a full job 
description and application visit 
www.sailinc.org/jobs and submit 
along with a cover letter and 
resume to: PO Box 183, Haines, 
AK 99827 or email msebens@
sailinc.org or fax to (907) 766-
3254. (50,51b)

2001 DODGE 4x4 & Camper 
2500, Ext Cab, 5.9L V8, 120k, 
Auto trans, cruise, tow pkg, 
xtra lights, camper w/new 
roof, toilet, stove, heater, 
queen bed, 3-way fr idge, 
stablelift mounting system w/
elec. jacks. $9,000 OBO (707) 
567-8007.  (49-50p,51b)

FOR SALE: Pioneer Bar & 
Bamboo Room Restaurant. 
Contact: David Brena, ARA, 
(907) 983-3145. (14cb)

Business Owners 
& Entrepreneurs

JOIN THE CHAMBER
It works for you & the community

Gateway Building, Suite 14

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (41-17/12b)

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
Inc. has openings and space 
available for 1 or 2 person 
occupancy. Call HAL (907) 766-
3616 and ask for Janice. (20cb)

WA N T  TO  J O I N  A  F U N 
NONPROFIT board? The 
Hammer Museum has two 
openings on its Board of 
Directors starting Jan. 1 Call 
766-2374 for details. (47-51b)

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

SCHOOL BOARD VACANCY 
NOTICE:  The Haines Borough 
School Board is seeking to fill a 
vacancy. Please submit a letter of 
interest by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 4 to Ashley Sage, P.O. Box 
1289 or ashley@hbsd.net. The 
board will interview and take 
action at their Jan. 10 board 
meeting.                       (48,50,51b)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Lance 
Jorgenson-Geise is no longer 
responsible for any bills or new 
accounts, or charge accounts, 
for Priscilla Dawn Hotch. Signed 
Lance Jorgenson-Geise, Dec. 1, 
2016.                     (48-51p)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1,300 per month, call 907-
723-1599 or 512-658-8813. 
(36cb)

DVD SERIES on center ing 
prayer starting Nov. 30 for  six 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Sacred 
Heart Church, 3rd & Dalton. 
Please join us. (47-51b) 

HAINES COMMUNITY MARCHING 
BAND seeks used sousaphone 
to make a big sound. Call or 
leave message, 766-3775. (cf)

HOUSE FOR RENT: Energy 
efficient 2 bdrm, 1 mile from 
town, $1,195+. Call 766-2696. 
(25cb)

READ

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in 
the US. Help prevent it by
calling

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Careline 
1-877-

266-HELP 
or text 

“4HELP” 
to 839863.

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date         High      Low      Rain     Snow Day       Date          High     Low    Rain    Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Dec. 13
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 16
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 19

12         5           0      0 
21        1           0      0 
16        1           0      0 
18        3        Trace  Trace
32        8           0       9.5 
36       15        1.61    3.0
38       29        0.63    Trace  

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 31.1 deg. Snow on ground: 36 inchesSnow on ground: 10 inches

3        -3         0          0
9        -3      Trace    Trace
4        -1         0          0
11       1         0          0           
19      11      0.36     3.1
29      17      0.65      9
34      29      0.36      0.1

Dec. 13
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 16
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 19

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
STIHL Chainsaws

Outboard Winterizing

Canal Marine & AutoHEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Pet of the Week

Burfl’s Tractor Works!
 314-3239

Snow plowing
&

Snow blowing

Get your name on the list

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Tues - Fri, 9 - 4
Open all winter

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can contact you.
$15 per square,

per week






 










(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840
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HAWAII IN HAINES - Avery 
Beck dances to music from 
Madeline Andriesen, Marian 
Carlson and others during the 
Holly Jolly Follies on Saturday. 
Tom Morphet photo.

Public input sought on 3 options; prices range up to $61 million
Preferred alternative near for Lutak Dock

DULY from page 2
including stepmother Andrea 
DeLoony, grandparents Rex and 
June Hicks, and uncle Jamie 
Hicks, and enjoyed a tour in a 
limousine. 

 Oliver Nash was born Dec. 
19 to Carl and Emma Nash in 
Springfield, Ore. Oliver weighed 
9 pounds and joins 2-year-old 
brother  Leo.  Grandparents 
Dwight and Nancy Nash are 
planning a visi t  in  March. 
Maternal grandfather Randy 
McDonald lives in Haines and 
maternal grandmother Marie 
McDonald resides in Eugene, Ore.

By John M. Glionna
An engineering consultant hired 

by the Haines Borough last week 
offered cost estimates on possible 
plans-of-action to overhaul the 
badly corroding Lutak Dock.

John Daley, a senior engineer 
with R&M Consultants, Inc. 
of Anchorage, held two public 
meetings explaining three options, 
each of which has a 50-year 
lifespan, which he called the 
industry standard.

A preferred option, based 
on engineering research and 
comments from the public and 
stakeholders, will be presented at 
a meeting here Jan. 19.

The first option, which Daley 
termed a combination of two 
previous ideas presented during 
the firm’s last visit to Haines last 
month, would encapsulate the 
dock structure with new sheet pile 
walls, keeping the existing dock 
size and functionality. 

There are two variations of 
the plan: the one which reclaims 
about half an acre of uplands was 
estimated to cost $37.3 million. 
A second variation that does 
not reclaim the land would cost 
slightly less, at a price of $31.9 
million.

“ T h o s e  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e 
numbers,” he said. “They’re the 
industry-standard price.”

Daley said the downside to the 
overall plan is that it carries a pile 
driving risk during construction 
and encapsulates existing sheets 
of poor-quality fill.

A second plan would replace 
the existing dock with an all-new 
facility that keeps the old dock’s 
existing footprint in size and 
function. However, that plan was 

the most expensive of the three 
and would cost $61 million to 
build.

Daley acknowledged that 
might be too steep a price for the 
borough, which has an annual 
operating budget of $12 million.

“It’s probably not a good thing 
for real feasibility,” Daley said. 
“But that’s what it costs.”

The final option, priced at $24.1 
million, reinforces the existing 
dock involving eight berthing 
dolphins and transfer bridge.

Van Le, the planning and 
community outreach project 
lead for R&M Consultants, said 
suggestions made during the 
two community meetings in 
Haines involved building the third 
option with four dolphins instead 
of eight, bringing a substantial 
savings but limiting use of the 
dock to existing uses.

“Now we have our engineer 
working on that,” she said in an 
interview.

Under either version of the third 
plan, the dock area would sacrifice 
1.7 acres of upland and limit cargo 
operations.

“Alternative 3 is the least costly 
but doesn’t give you flexibility 
down the road,” Daley told the 
audience. “You look at things 
in 50 years and don’t know (if it 
will still be serviceable). But it all 
comes down to money.”

Daley’s firm will deliver a final 
report by Jan. 25.

Daley also had some critical 
advice for the borough as officials 
deliberate what and how to fix the 
maritime loading depot where 
the area’s freight traffic comes 
and goes.

Don’t wait too long to repair 

or replace the deteriorating 
infrastructure.

“I think your dock is going to 
fail,” said Daley, whose firm was 
hired in October to provide some 
basic design concepts and figures 
on the project. “It won’t fail all at 
once and kill someone in a major 
catastrophe - unless there’s a 
major earthquake.”

Lutak Dock is a deep-water port 
originally constructed in 1953, and 
modifications, repairs and partial 
replacements to the structure have 
occurred incrementally since then.

“All of your freight and fuel 
come in over this dock,” Daley 
said. “It’s a pretty big deal. It’s 
your lifeline.”

One major issue is that 15 
“cells” – the thick vertical steel-
and-concrete cylinders that 
support the edge of the structure 
facing Lutak Inlet - do not meet 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
safety standards, according to a 
2014 report. Eleven of the cells 
are owned by the borough and 
four are state-owned. One of the 
borough’s cells has already split 
open.

“What would a failure look 
like?” Daley told a dozen residents 
and three borough assembly 
members who gathered Thursday 
night at the Haines library. “It 
would be a corrosion failure that 
would spill fill into the bay. It 
would result in a large sinkhole.”

D a l e y  g a v e  a  s e c o n d 
presentation Friday at a Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon.

Daley said he also ran some 
design and cost estimates on 
developing a facility to handle 
materials if the Palmer Mine is 
eventually developed.

He said a building covering 
seven to 10 acres would be 
necessary to process mine 
products shipped by covered truck 
and would require a ship loader 
and berth 200 feet wide and 800 
feet long.

Haines facilities director Brad 
Ryan told the group that the 
borough had last week mailed off 
its application for a $5 million 
federal grant that could help 
defer costs for design, permitting, 
surveying and some materials of 
the overall Lutak Dock redesign. 

He said officials will not know 
the outcome of their request until 
next summer. 

The borough assembly voted in 
October to pay R&M Consultants 
$129,530 for its initial design 
work, which does not include 
engineered construction plans. 
The assembly followed the 
recommendations of a review 
committee comprised of citizens, 
users and borough officials.

R&M updates its progress on 
the project on a website at www.
LutakDock.com, where diagrams 
of the options can be seen. Public 
comments also can be left there. 

Daley said if the dock failed 
before the borough acted, all cargo 
coming into Haines would have to 
be shipped by truck which, studies 
show, was seven times higher than 
shipping by barge in cost-per-ton 
figures.

“That landing has reached the 
end of its life – it’s on borrowed 
time,” he said of the 63-year-old 
dock. “There is major or severe 
damage. It’s really time to think 
about replacing it. The community 
needs to weigh in to try and decide 
what you guys want to do.”


