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Truck spills fuel at Lutak Dock  - page 3
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Shawn Bell named harbormaster - page 4

Borough studying 
more free dockings

Canoe group will paddle into dedication of heritage center

    See HOOPS page 9   

Teleski with his model likeness of Austdney Harbor 
rphet photo.

Hoop dreams 
start in summer

Cold case unit cut likely to end work on Wafer death

BEARS AT HOME -- Senior Jennie Humphrey crosses the tape at last weekend’s track meet. At right, 
junior Casey Bradford heaves the discus. The Glacier Bears competed against Juneau-Douglas and 
Thunder Mountain. Story, page 6. Matt Davis photos. 

Unsolved killing to be shelved?

By Karen Garcia
For the past 33 years, Lois Wafer 

has waited for a break in the case 
of her 14-year-old daughter, Eileen 
Wafer, who was found dead on 
a Portage Cove beach in the late 
afternoon of June 14, 1982.  

With the Alaska Department of 
Public Safety’s recent decision 
to close its entire Cold Case 
Investigation Unit, Wafer’s hope 
for catching Eileen’s killer has 
rapidly evaporated.

“I’m very, very disappointed in 
Alaska for doing that,” Wafer, 75, 
said in an interview this week from 
her home in Caras Valley, Ore.

Faced with budget cuts from the 
Alaska Legislature, the Department 
of Public Safety has proposed 
disbanding its entire four-person 
Cold Case Investigation Unit. The 

department claims the cuts will 
save $383,000 annually.

The cold case unit was created in 
2002 to handle a backlog of more 
than 100 unsolved killings and 
missing persons cases stretching 
from 1961 to 2001. In its 15 years 
of operation, the unit has arrested 
10 people for first-degree murder.

The four  invest igators  – 
stationed in Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
and Soldotna – have also cleared 
27 cases by “exception,” meaning 
all the people involved are 
deceased, critical evidence has 
been accidentally destroyed, or 
some other element has made 
the case virtually unable to be 
investigated further.

Wafer’s murder is one of the 70 
remaining cases likely to fall by 
the wayside when the unit closes 

its doors at the end of June.
 • • •

Lois  Wafer  moved  f rom 
Oregon to Haines in September 
1981. Her husband Glen Wafer 
was filing for divorce, and her 
sister Phyllis Martin, who lived 
in Haines, was expecting a baby. 
Phyllis asked Wafer to come up 
and help out with a few things.  

“I didn’t want to go, but I went 
anyway,” Wafer said.

Eileen initially stayed with her 
father in Oregon, but moved up to 
Haines to join her mother about a 
month later. Lois and Eileen lived 
in a room at the Mountain View 
Motel on Mud Bay Road with 
Eileen’s little brothers Gene, 6, 
and James, 4.

By Tom Morphet
North Tide Canoe Kwaan of Haines will hold 

a prominent spot at the dedication of Sealaska 
Heritage Institute’s Walter Soboleff Center on May 
15 in Juneau.

 The Tlingit paddling crew will land at Marine 
Park at 12:30 p.m. to help kick off a traditional 
ceremony, including dance group performances 
and a procession to the new $20 million building.

 “A little dugout from Haines will represent 
10,000 years of (Native) history,” said group leader 
Wayne Price. “This is very big for us in many, many 
ways.”

 Heritage institute president Rosita Worl said 
the Haines group was selected partly because of 
its traditional-style canoe. 

 “We were also aware of their commitment to a 
traditional and healthy lifestyle and thought they 
would be a great model for our younger generations,” 
Worl said. Price also did some “superb adzing” on the 
interior of the building, Worl said.

 During a five-day voyage from Haines starting 
Sunday, Price and six crewmen will don purple 
headbands and dedicate their paddling to the cause 
of domestic violence awareness. That’s in line with 
Price’s assertion that Tlingits are a maritime people 
and that time on the water “takes care of some of the 
issues.”

 Price is a master totem carver but in the canoe 
group he’s working mostly with men half his age or 

By Tom Morphet
Do Haines High School basketball teams need more gym 

time, more commitment or just a wait for their fortunes to 
change?

 For the first time in years, the Glacier Bear boys and girls 
teams each endured winless seasons, several times losing by 
lopsided margins and at times struggling with even basic shots 
and plays. 

 In recent interviews, coaches and former coaches offered 
their ideas on rebuilding the hoops programs before next season. 

 Girls’ coach Greg Brittenham, a former New York 

By Karen Garcia
With two cruise ship companies 

receiving docking fee waivers for 
the 2015 season, Haines Borough 
staff say additional waivers might 
boost the town’s economy through 
increased sales tax.

  The one-year waivers for the 
2015 season, authorized by the 
assembly for Celebrity Cruises 
and Princess Cruises, amounted 
to a loss of $13,400 in revenue for 
the borough. However, Celebrity 
Cruises has since cut their planned 
dockings from two to one, bringing 
the total waivers to about $9,000.

  Three borough employees 
– community and economic 
deve lopment  d i rec tor  Bi l l 
Mandeville, tourism director Leslie 
Ross and chief fiscal officer Jila 
Stuart – have drafted a document 
outlining five options for how 
the borough might proceed with 
issuing waivers to cruise ship 
companies in the future:

  ● Option 1: Continue with 
the Backroads Alaska marketing 
program, which the assembly 
approved in 2011. The program 
waives fees for the first year for 
the first cruise ship company that 
accepts the “backroads” itinerary, 
which visits less-traveled ports.

 ● Option 2: Issue three-year 
waivers only to cruise ships more 
than 900 feet long.

 ● Option 3: Issue three-year 
waivers only to cruise ships more 
than 700 feet long.

 ● Option 4: Issue a three-year 
graduate waiver to all ships that 
return to Haines, starting at a 20 
percent waiver the first year and 
increasing to 60 percent by the 
third year.

 ● Option 5: Issue all ships, 
regardless of size, a waiver, with 
the net increase in sales tax over 
the 2015 season going to finance 
capital improvements at the Small 
Boat Harbor. The net increase 
would take into account revenue 
lost from issuance of the waiver.

  Acco rd ing  t o  t he  d r a f t 
document, the options were 
developed using comments and 
ideas from conversations with the 
Tourism Advisory Board and “a 
few representatives of the fishing 
industry.”

  Mandeville, Ross and Stuart 
ranked the five options on a 
1-5 scale based on six criteria, 
including whether the option 
makes a “strong enough statement” 
that the borough is serious about 
its tourism industry, whether the 
option will see noticeable and 
measurable benefits, and whether 
the option will result in a net 
increase in sales tax.

Members of North Tide Canoe Kwaan leave for Juneau Sunday. 
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Duly Noted

See DULY page 10  

Thursday, May 7
 “Eating from My Garden All Year Long” 
presentation, 7 to 8 p.m. at the museum. Held 
by public health nurse Brigid O’Connor.
 Haines Borough School Board budget 
workshop, 6 p.m. in Haines High School Room 
130. 
 P l a n n e d  G i v i n g / E s t a t e  P l a n n i n g 
presentation with attorney Beth Chapman, 
7 p.m. at the library. A Juneau attorney answers 
questions about wills and trusts. 
Friday, May 8 
 Haines Photography Group meeting, 4:30 
to 6 p.m. at the library. Discussion of slideshows. 
 Haines School Student Art Show, 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the museum. 
Saturday, May 9
 Earth Day Celebration and Farmers 
Market Plant Sale, 10 a.m. to noon in the Haines 
School cafeteria. Call 766-2185.
 Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting and 
spring potluck, noon at the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. 
Monday, May 11
 Board of Equalization, 6 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.
 Lighting and Sound Systems Workshop, 7 
p.m. in the Chilkat Center lighting booth. Same 
time Tuesday and Wednesday.  
Tuesday, May 12
 Sheldon Museum Board meeting, 2 p.m. at 
the museum. 
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers. 
 Haines School Board meeting, 7 p.m. at the 
school library. 
Wednesday, May 13
 2015 Gathering of Gardeners, 7 p.m. at the 
library. Seed exchange and screening of the short 
film “Regenerative Organic Argiculture: New 
Methods that can Slow Climate Change.”
Thursday, May 14
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.  

 Becky’s Place Haven of Hope Fundraiser, 
5:30 p.m. at the Legion Hall. Spaghetti dinner, 
dessert auction and silent auction.  
 Haines Borough School District Town 
Hall Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the school library. 
Discussion of technology in classrooms.
Friday, May 15
 Wearable Art Workshop with Trudi Miller, 
10 a.m. at the Alaska Arts Confluence office on 
Main Street. 
 Klukwan School Graduation Ceremony 
and Promotion, 5 p.m. at the Klukwan ANS Hall. 
Saturday, May 16
 Fishing Net Recycling, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Haines Friends of Recycling. 
 Retirement Party for Sandy June-Degen, 
Barbara Pardee and Alice Bachman, 5 p.m. at 
Harriett Hall. Potluck dinner starts at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 19
 Haines School Scholarships and Awards 
Assembly, 10 a.m. in the Karl Ward gym. 
 Haines High School Graduation, 7 p.m. in  
the Karl Ward gym.
Wednesday, May 20
 Eighth-grade Promotion, 7 p.m. at the 
elementary gym. 
Thursday, May 21
 Film screening of “Tracing Roots,” 6:30 
p.m. at the library. Discussion with filmmaker 
Ellen Frankenstein and Haida master weaver 
Delores Churchill. 
Friday, May 22
 Summer Reading Program Kick-Off Party,  
11 a.m. at the library.
Saturday, May 23
 Slammin’ Salmon 5K-10K Run, 9 a.m. at 
the Southeast Alaska State Fairgrounds. 
 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, noon at 
the museum. 
Sunday, May 24
 Pool closed for maintenance through May 
31. 

Letters to the Editor

See LETTERS page 3

Borough lucky to have Sosa on job
 I was delighted to see the article regarding David Sosa in the April 

16 edition of the Chilkat Valley News. It was certainly no surprise 
having had the pleasure of working with Mr. Sosa on several occasions. 
The borough is lucky to have someone of his caliber. I had previously 
worked with the former city manager and it was a very unpleasant 
process on every occasion. Mr. Sosa handles issues head-on and does 
not procrastinate as his predecessor did. Every time that I have talked 
with Mr. Sosa I’ve found him to be professional and focused on getting 
the job done and getting it done right. 

        Roger Beasley
                                                           

Response to fire renewed appreciation  
	In	March,	a	fire	destroyed	our	beautiful	woodworking	shop.	The	

huge black hole of devastation, loss and sense of hopelessness we 
felt was immediately lessened by the incredible outpouring of support 
we received from friends, community members and local businesses. 
People who didn’t even know us helped out with clean-up, tools, 
cash donations, food, and so much more. We would like to give our 
deepest thanks to all of you. We have renewed inspiration, energy 
and appreciation of this community and a hope of rebuilding. We are 
grateful for each of you for your generosity and caring.  

     Scott Carey and Heidi Robichaud

Store mascot Lulu will be remembered
 Our beloved guard beagle at King’s Store, Lulu, went to heaven on 

Saturday, May 2. She was loved by many and will be greatly missed. 
We would like to thank Tracy Mikowski and Dr. Betsy Lyons at Haines 
Animal Rescue Kennel for all their support. If you love your pet, please 
donate to their organization. 

             Dave Canipe and Bev Jones

Thanks to inns for opening doors
 A big thanks to the properties that opened their doors for the 

Accommodations Open House on April 29-30. Response to the evenings 
has been incredibly positive. It was fun to hear all the compliments for 
the different places visitors can hang their hats. Haines is very lucky 
to have such distinct properties, including secluded cabins with views 
of the glaciers, cozy homes and sweet apartments with views of the 
Chilkat Inlet, historic bed and breakfasts, quiet lodges with views of 
Lynn Canal and the Chilkoot River, and motels that take pets. We hope 
this	will	be	the	first	of	many	more	Accommodations	Open	Houses	to	
come. Have a great summer. 

                                                                                        Leslie Ross
                                                             Tourism Director 

Build on local beauty, not marijuana
 Regarding the letter from Mr. McCord: Very convoluted, but I did 

pick up on moral police. Is it just me or is it hypocritical to express one’s 
own morality by criticizing others’ expression of morality, categorizing 
it	 as	moral	 police?	That	 you	find	marijuana	an	acceptable	part	 of	
your world is your own choice based on your own morality, which 
was shaped by your own experiences, and is an expression of that 
morality. That I do not desire to have marijuana as part of my world 
is an expression of my morality. Marijuana used as a medicine I don’t 
have a problem with. Folks came to Haines, and built a culture and a 
societal grouping, based upon the beauty and wildlife opportunities 
found here. To contemplate Haines becoming a drug destination should 
offend the morality of all citizens of Haines. Even those who have 
been	toking	up	under	the	radar	are	here	for	beauty	first,	marijuana	
second. If something wasn’t going to change, why was there a vote? 
To think that the character of the community cannot change is not 
logical. Haines, as well as Alaska, doesn’t need drugs to bring people 
to an appreciation of its beauty. That dope is here is undeniable. Do 
we want folks to arrive here for the dope? Or for the beauty? What 
Haines needs is more moral voices being raised to ensure that the use 
of	marijuana	truly	reflects	the	character	and	beauty	of	the	town.

                          David Kyle 

Keep world history a requirement
 A proposed change to school district policy would eliminate world 

history as a graduation requirement. I oppose this surprising change 
to the studies of young people growing up in a post-9/11 world, fraught 
with	volatile	and	confusing	conflict	in	the	Middle	East	and	elsewhere.	
Our district’s mission statement says in part, “...where students...
contribute to a changing world.” Studying world history in depth is to 
understand change. This subject is also the perfect context for knowing 
what makes America different, what constitutes our identity and 
diversity. As a nation of immigrants, we are automatically connected 
to the world at large. Being exposed to a broad range of historical 
viewpoints,	influenced	by	time,	helps	young	adults	develop	their	own.	
Although middle schoolers learn some world history, this learning 
should continue in a venue where assimilation of facts can converge 
with mature questioning. A general current events class would not meet 
the same needs. To apply critical thinking in developing responses to 
larger issues, students need background and context. Understanding 
world history is going to take more than casual conversation at home. 
A chance to learn history of world civilizations, political connections, 
and	 conflicts,	 perhaps	 even	 starting	with	 their	 grandparents’	 era,	
could lead to some authentic conversations that arouse curiosity. If 
the motivation to cut is to solve logistical problems around scheduling 
and	staffing,	there	are	several	excellent	online	courses	that	could	be	
enriched with face-to-face conversations in a classroom. A well-planned 
world history course should continue to be a graduation requirement.

           Patty Brown

By Karen Garcia
Archie Dunbar was born to 

parents Luck Dunbar and Jennifer 
Marschke at 12:21 p.m. on 
April 25 at Bartlett Regional 
Hospital in Juneau. Archie 
weighed 8 lbs., 5 ounces, and 
measured 21 inches. Grandparents 
are Chris and Debbie Marschke, 
and Patrick Dunbar and Janet 
H a r r i n g t o n .  L u c k ’ s 
grandmother Dorothy Willard and 
friend Christy Tengs Fowler were 
the first on-hand to hold the baby. 
Jennifer said she spent one month 
in Juneau waiting for the baby to 
come and was in labor for 40 hours.

  After completing his first 
professional basketball season 
with the Frankfurt-based Fraport 
Skyliners, Haines High School 
all-star Kyle Fossman returned to 
the United States April 1. Fossman 
spent about a week in Haines 
with parents Steve and Ann 
Fossman before heading back 
to Anchorage for wife Kate 
Fossman’s graduation from her 
dietetic graduate internship. Kyle 
said he is looking to get on a 
different team in a higher league 
this year, but contract discussions 
between his agent and teams 
likely won’t start until July. “Then 
you find out if anyone is going to 
offer you (a place on the team) or 
not. It’s basically a lot of waiting 
and then training to stay in shape 
so that you are ready when the 
time comes. You just have to 
stay positive with it and have the 
mindset that something good will 
come out of it,” Kyle said.

  Heather Lende’s book launch 
party last week packed the library 
so full fireman Al Badgley had to 
rearange the crowd to stay within 
fire code. Nearly 130 people 

attended. Lende read from her new 
book, “Find the Good,” and signed 
more than 100 copies. Stacey 
Gala, Bill Broste and Tracy 
Wirak organized the event, 
which featured a Tuscan lemon 
theme, based on the book’s cover. 
Cambria Goodwin catered the 
event with meatball/pasta pesto 
skewers, mini caprese sandwiches, 
and lemon mousse tarts, and 
others pitched in to provide snacks 
like smoked salmon. Alisa Beske, 
Bryan Harmon, Meghan Elliott 
and Kelsi Gloyer provided music. 
Proceeds from ticket sales were 
donated to the library’s expansion 
project. Heather will read her 
books aboard Holland America 
cruise ships from 1 to 2 p.m. 
every Wednesday beginning 
May 27 through the cruise ship 
season. She is donating her 
“entertainment fee” from the 
readings to the Chilkat Valley 
Community Foundation.  

  After 15 years of coming back 
to Haines to visit his parents Kathy 
Friedle and John Brower during 
Christmas, Jeremiah Brower was 
finally able to come back to 
town during a season that wasn’t 
winter. Jeremiah arrived in Haines 
from Bermuda last week and spent 
five days hiking and kayaking. He 
then headed to Juneau to spend 
time with friend Peter Klein. In 
Bermuda, Jeremiah is employed 
as a Marine Science Technician 
at the Bermuda Institute of Ocean 
Science, where he works on issues 
related to global climate change. 
He spends most of his time on 
the research vessel Atlantic 
Explorer, one of the largest 
vessels in the University-National 
Oceanographic Laboratory 
System fleet.

  Tyler Swinton  recent ly 
finished fourth at the Cascade 
Conference Championships golf 
tournament in Oregon. Swinton, 
a junior at the Oregon Institute of 
Technology, finished fourth out 
of 27 men with a 54-hole total 
of 221, or eight above par, at the 
Pumpkin Ridge Golf Course. 
Parents Ralph and Sarah Swinton 
and siblings Kayley and Dylan 
traveled to Oregon to watch him 
play.

  Melina Shields and Tim 
Hockin recently returned from 32 
days of work in the Mojave Desert, 
where they worked on a study of 
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Spill stains 16 yards of soil at dock 

OPEN
Bear-Rittos Eatery

7am - 2pm (closed Tues)
Breakfast (served All Day) 

Lunch
766-2117

    Bear Den Gifts
also
open

       and so are we!

Bedding Plants
Vegetable Starts

Herbs - Perennials
Hanging Baskets

Sales Begin Friday May 8
In our usual spot in front of Haines Home Building

11 am to 5 pm  Wednesday through Saturday

Chilkat Valley Farms
   Spring is Here

Displays on energy, recycling, food 
security, school projects, and more.

Farmers Market plant sale, gardening supply 
swap (bring your extra seeds, trays, pots, etc.), and 
Master Gardener Q&A.

Family fun, activities for kids Family fun, activities for kids (recycled crafts), 
food (by preschool), and more.

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Jim Studley, Associate Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate

Marine and RV Condominiums

Protect the ones you love. 
Condo fees. Owner fi nancing available.

           Units 2 - 6    (20’ x 50’)     $130,000
           Unit 7           (30’ x 50’)     $155,000
           Unit 8           (36’ x 60’)     $200,000

Please scoop up after your pooch
 To those who enjoy defrosting their dogs and exercising them in the 
Fort Seward Parade Grounds: Remember we all enjoy playing in the 
Parade	Grounds,	but	it	really	takes	away	from	that	enjoyment	to	find	
a pile of dog poop at every turn. I believe it is the responsibility of dog 
owners to scoop up after their pooches – and refrain from throwing 
the bag in the bushes or in the ditches. To those others who enjoy the 
Parade Grounds: Watch where you step!

Annette Smith

Prom organizers grateful for donations
The Haines High junior class would like to express its gratitude to all 

of Haines for supporting this year’s prom and making it a memorable 
one.	Specifically,		we	want	to	thank	The	Alaska	Guardhouse	for	their	
kindness in providing a room to our DJ for the prom.  Thank you so very 
much, Phyllis Sage.  We would also like to thank Susan Weerasinghe, 
Darlene Bolick and Miles Furniture for their generous contributions.  

Lastly, we want to thank the American Legion for allowing us to 
use their new banquet hall. It was a great location and everyone had 
a great time.  See you all at next year’s prom.  

Jenae Larson, for the Haines High Junior Class
SLIMY SPECIMEN -- Seventh graders Aireona Davis and Kayliegh Fisher sort through sections 
of a squid at the Haines School Tuesday, part of a special program hosted by a representative of the 
Alaska Sea Life Center. Photo courtesy Pete Degen.  

By Karen Garcia
On April 21, at about 10:30 

a.m., 125 gallons of jet fuel spilled 
from a Delta Western truck rack 
onto the ground at Lutak Dock. 
The dock’s owner, the Haines 
Borough, didn’t find out about the 
spill until two days after the fact, 
and when it did, it wasn’t from 
those responsible.

Though Delta Western officials 
said they notified the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation “immediately” 
after the spill, the borough 
wasn’t contacted. The borough 
heard about the spill from DEC 
employee David Pikul two days 
later, according to manager David 
Sosa.

DEC environmental program 
specialist Bob Mattson said 
Delta Western reported a loading 
hose became disconnected while 
filling a fuel trailer. The spill 
contaminated 16 yards of soil.

“In terms of volume, it’s a 
medium-sized spill for Southeast 
Alaska. To put it this way, your 
average above-ground residential 
heating oil tank is 275 gallons,” 
Mattson said. 

Mattson said he didn’t know 
Delta Western leased the Lutak 
Dock space from the borough, 
but brought the borough into 
conversations about the cleanup 

when that fact became apparent. 
Initial cleanup involved removal 

of most of the contaminated soil, 
which was temporarily placed in 
lined cells on-site, Mattson said. 
Since then, DEC has worked with 
Delta Western and its consultant, 
Chilkat Environmental, to move 
the soil into 19 large “super 
sacks” until it can be treated and 
disposed. 

A site characterization will follow 
the initial cleanup. It involves 
taking soil samples and testing 
groundwater to determine the 
horizontal and vertical extent of the 
contamination, Mattson said.

Site characterization will begin 
once Delta Western submits a 
work plan that is acceptable to 
DEC, Mattson said. Delta Western 
submitted a work plan, but DEC 
sent it back because it didn’t include 
groundwater testing, he said. 

Once the site characterization 
is complete, DEC will analyze 
the results. “Based on that, we 
either do a case closure if it looks 
like they got all the contamination 
on their first pass, or recommend 
cleanup in different areas if lab 
samples find hot spots,” Mattson 
said. 

Delta Western is liable for all 
the cleanup costs, and must also 
reimburse DEC for the time and 
work they put into monitoring the 

cleanup. 
Since being notified of the 

incident,  borough manager 
Sosa said he has held several 
conversations with Delta Western 
executives, including an April 
30 conference call. Participating 
in the call were Delta Western 
executives Cheryl Fultz and Don 
Martin, as well as local employees 
Fred Gray and Mike Denker. 
Mayor Jan Hill and harbormaster 
Shawn Bell also listened in.

“During the call, Delta Western 
acknowledged their failure to 
notify the borough as is required 
by their Standard Operating 
Procedure and by the lease 
between the borough and Delta 
Western,” Sosa said. 

“Delta Western agreed that 
in the future the notification 
process would require initial 
notification to the borough by 
local Delta Western employees,  
after which the borough would 
coordinate with their headquarters 
in Seattle.”

Delta Western said the spill’s 
cause is under investigation, but 
preliminary findings indicate 
human error and mechanical 
failure. 

“The mechanical failure has 
been remedied. The human error 
component is being addressed 
now by enhanced training for all 
drivers at the truck rack including 
driver review of the equipment 
and procedures,” Delta Western 
said in a statement.

Earth Day gathering 
Saturday at school

 The town’s annual Earth Day 
Fair will be held 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday at the Haines School 
cafeteria.

 It will feature displays on 
energy, recycling, food security, 
school projects and more. 

Past displays have ranged from 
models for harnessing tidal power, 
to a homemade electric car and 
demonstration of an electric 
bicycle.

 A sale of gardens starts will be 
held, as will a gardening supply 
swap. Participants are encouraged 
to bring extra seeds, trays, posts 
and other supplies. A master 
gardener will emcee a question 
and answer period.

 The event will include activities 
for children, food and tours of 
hoop houses and greenhouses.

  The fair is sponsored by 
Haines Friends of Recycling and 
the Haines Farmers Market. For 
more information, call 766-2185.

Subscribe to the 
Chilkat 
Valley 
News

Local Subscriptions
$44.31



Page 4        Chilkat Valley News                              May 7, 2015

Shawn Bell 

CANOE from page 1

 Bell replaces Benner as head of harbor department

 

So how does he account for big back to 
back red runs to the Bay?
 “Because there are relatively few pinks 
in Western Alaska compared to Russia, 
the sockeyes most likely encountered 
favorable conditions in their early marine 
life that supported these large runs,” 
Ruggerone said. “But that doesn’t mean the 
pinks don’t have an adverse e� ect on them 
during the second or third year at sea. 
It’s just overshadowed by very favorable 
conditions earlier,”
 � e report recommends a Paci� c Rim 
approach to managing salmon resources, 
and more immediately, capping hatchery 
production.
 “Do you think we can control Russia?” 
said Steve Reifenstuhl, longtime general 
manager at Northern Southeast Regional 
Aquaculture in Sitka. “If there was a cap, 
Russia and Japan would quickly move to 
� ll any void.”
 Reifenstuhl called the food competition 
claims “alarmist,” and cited several peer 
reviewed reports that refute Ruggerone’s 
claims.
 “My reaction is that he is speculating 
that there is a correlation, and that it is 
causative,” Reifenstuhl said. “I would 
disagree that it’s causative.”
 He pointed out that Alaska’s largest 
pink salmon runs occur at the Panhandle 
and over 95 percent are wild stocks.
 “Certainly increased competition can 
decrease salmon body size, as we’ve o� en 
seen in big runs, but it doesn’t mean more 

� is column sponsored by :

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
By Laine Welch
May 1, 2015
 
 Alaskan salmon producers are not 
buying the presumption that growing  
numbers of pinks are eating too much 
food in the ocean, causing sockeye salmon 
to grow slower and smaller.
 � at’s the claim of a new study by 
Seattle and British Columbia researchers, 
who say the race for food ultimately a� ects 
sockeye abundance and survival.
 “Our data sets extend up to 55 years 
each. In terms of looking at productivity 
or survival of salmon, they’ve included 
36 sockeye populations,” said Greg 
Ruggerone, a researcher at Natural 
Resources Consultants in Seattle and 
study co-author.
 � e project was aimed originally at 
� nding causes for declining sockeye runs 
at British Columbia’s Fraser River in 2009, 
but has since broadened to include the 
whole North Paci� c.  
 “Hatcheries in Alaska, Russia and 
Japan have continued to increase 
production of salmon, primarily chums 
and pinks. Up to � ve billion hatchery 
salmon are released into the Paci� c Ocean 
each year,” Ruggerone said in a phone 
interview. “Concerns have been raised at 
� sheries conferences that the release of so 
many salmon is impacting the growth and 
survival of wild stocks, including salmon 
originating thousands of miles from those 
hatcheries.” 
 Ruggerone also has published similar 
food competition studies for Bristol Bay. 

will die,” he added. “Where 10 to 90 
percent of the sockeyes do die is in near 
shore waters, before they even head out to 
sea.”
 Kodiak hatchery operators agree.
 “If the ocean’s carrying capacity has 
reached its limit, we wouldn’t be seeing 
returns like we had in 2013 for pink 
salmon, which also wasn’t a bad sockeye 
year,” said Tina Fairbanks, executive 
director for the Kodiak Regional 
Aquaculture Association, which operates 
two hatcheries. “Look, too, at the Bristol 
Bay forecast for 2015, it’s huge, and it’s the 
same for Southeast pinks. I don’t believe it 
is a valid argument.”
 “I don’t see how we are a primary 
contributor on the grand scale,” said 
Trent Dodson, KRAA Production and 
Operations Manager. He also pointed 
out that Ruggerone’s Alaska pink salmon 
hatchery numbers are way o� . Whereas 
his report claims that 1.4 billion hatchery 
produced pink salmon are released into 
the ocean annually, primarily in Prince 
William Sound and at Kodiak, Dodson 
said Kodiak releases average 144 million 
juvenile pinks each year. State data show 
the Prince William Sound pink salmon 
release for 2014 was 672 million � sh.
 � e report titled “Productivity and 
life history of sockeye salmon in relation 
to competition with pink and sockeye 
salmon in the North Paci� c Ocean” was 
featured in the March Canadian Journal 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. 
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Private Insurance accepted
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By Tom Morphet
Shawn Bell is the Haines 

Borough’s new harbormaster.
 Bell ,  31,  was appointed 

assistant harbormaster in April 
2014. He grew up in Colorado and 
previously worked as a general 
contractor in Grand Junction, 
Colo. An Air Force veteran, Bell 
was born in Kasilof and said he’d 
wanted to come back to Alaska.

 “Family here informed me 
of the (assistant harbormaster) 
opening and things fell together 
just right,” Bell said. He said he 
had no misgivings about taking 
the job that sometimes involves 
angry confrontations with boat 
owners.

 “I haven’t had any in-your-face 
issues. It takes me a bit to get 
riled up. I haven’t really feared 
that or stressed over that,” Bell 
said. He said he understands the 
stress that comes in summer when 
commercial fishermen are trying 
to make money and recreational 
users are trying to make the most 
of their vacations.

 Bell will be paid $65,000. He’ll 
get to hire a full-time assistant to 
fill the position he’s leaving. He 
also supervises three seasonal 
harbor assistants. 

 Besides the Small Boat Harbor, 
the harbormaster ’s office is 
responsible for managing facilities 
at Lutak Dock, Port Chilkoot 
Dock and Letnikof Dock. The 
harbor department’s tasks include 
taking slip payments, invoicing 
cruise ships and freight barges, 
and helping draw up special use 
agreements for Port Chilkoot’s 
lightering float.

 “There’s a lot of administrative 
work involved. You’ve got to run 
from facility to facility,” Bell said.

  Bell said he doesn’t foresee 
making any changes to how the 
harbor was managed by former 
harbormaster Phil Benner. “I tried 
to get as much information from 
him as I could before he left… 
My main priority is just trying to 
maintain what we have as best we 
can.”

 Bell’s pay agreement with the 
borough includes an assumed 330 
hours of overtime work per year. 
His harbor cell phone number is 
314-0173.

 “I’m not going to jump out of 
bed to hook up power at 2 a.m. 
just because somebody wants me 
to, but if there’s something that 
demands my attention, I need to 
be available,” Bell said.

 Manager David Sosa, who 
hired Bell ,  said he has an 
“exceptionally sound moral and 

ethical base.”
 As Bell’s harbor experience is 

limited, he’ll need to develop his 
knowledge, Sosa said. “To this 
end, he has made a commitment to 
pursue professional development 
to include completion of the 

University of Alaska Southeast 
Career Training for Ports and 
Marinas.”

 Bell said he applied for the 
department head job because he 
has enjoyed his work at the harbor 
to date. “It’s great to be on the 
water every day. I have a beautiful 
view out of my office, and the job 
has a lot of variety to it.”

 Bell said he appreciated all 
the support he and his family 
have received from the borough. 
“The borough staff has been 
instrumental in helping me. I can’t 
think of a person there who hasn’t 
helped me.”

 In an interview before leaving 
town, departing harbormaster Phil 
Benner said the job here is more 
challenging than leading harbors 
in places like Kodiak and Juneau, 
where he also worked. Benner 
worked in Haines from 2007-09 
and 2012-2015.

 In Haines, a harbormaster 

might have to plow snow off floats 
and, on the same day, respond to 
a sunken vessel, he said. “Here 
you’re expected to know it all 
and do it all and be a jack of all 
trades.”

  Benner said when he started on 
the job here he was surprised at the 
level of abuse some boat owners 
showed toward harbor staff. One 
customer even threatened his 
family, he said.“Thankfully, the 
ports and harbor committee and 
the assembly got behind some 
action to stop that” including 
giving Benner authority to evict 
boat owners. He evicted two.

  “I think (people) know that that 
kind of behavior won’t be tolerated 
and there are repercussions if that 
happens,” Benner said. 

 Benner said he supported the 
harbor expansion project, which 
he said was necessary. He said 
he believed that income from 
additional slips would help the 

harbor meet its operating costs.
 “You’ll fill it. We have boats 

on the wait list to fill it now,” he 
said.

 Benner said he didn’t trust 
engineers’ projections about the 
longevity of a planned metal 
breakwater there. He said he 
called around to similar facilities 
in other ports and found they’re 
holding up well. “I think you’ll see 
if we keep it properly maintained, 
it will last longer than 50 years.”

 Benner said development of 
a boatyard at Lutak Dock could 
help that facility come closer 
to meeting maintenance costs. 
“We have the ability at Lutak to 
develop more land and obtain 
more land. We could really bring 
some economic growth to the 
community.”

 He said the former Chilkat 
Cruises dock could be developed 
as a summer yacht and small 
cruise ship facility. 

Dr. Elizabeth Wolfe, Veterinarian
May 18th - 22nd

Call 766-2338 for appointments
across from the Post Office

Shot Clinic Fri. 22nd
Noon - 1:30
First come,
first served

younger. Besides carving their 
own paddles, members help Price 
build canoes and make some of 
their own regalia. They pledge to 
be clean and sober during group 
activities.

 Price said he’s not teaching, 
as much as he’s allowing Tlingit 
culture to serve as teacher.

 “When we have our culture 
in our lives, we can deal with the 
issues in our lives,” he said.  
 Paddling, he said, helps Tlingit 
men identify with their past as 
warriors, but also teaches them 
to relate as members of a team, 
while connecting to the weather, 
the environment and their own 
history. “When you (paddle) 
through many hours, you feel 
good.”  

 Members of the group a 
year ago completed the 28-foot, 
traditional dugout canoe, hewn 
from a red cedar tree. It’s one 

of only a few vessels like it in 
Southeast, and the only one that’s 
in the water, Price said. 

 The group will be taking no 
more than five days to make 
the 103-mile trip from Haines 
to Juneau, a tight schedule 
considering there are some 
exposed spots in between. The 
Tlingit name for the area between 
Seduction Point and Eldred Rock 
means “very rough place,” Price 
said.  

“There’s no Tlingit word for 
‘small craft advisory,’” Price said. 
“They just went.” 

 The crew will try using a fabric 
sail to help speed their return trip. 
Support vessels will accompany 
the canoe.

 Group member James Hart this 
week was carving a cedar helmet 
at Price’s Fort Seward workshop. 
Hart said the group’s trip is a kind 

of commemoration of a famous 
potlatch in Sitka in 1904, one of 
the last traditional gatherings of 
the era. “Every single canoe that 
could make it was there.” 

 At that time, Native rituals and 
languages were being prohibited 
and information about the culture 
was shared for the last time. In 
the modern era, when linguists 
are working to preserve Native 
language, Hart and group leader 
Price say they’d like to see a 
reclaiming of Tlingit maritime 
tradition, including more dugouts 
and paddlers.

 “I think the villages would be 

into that,” said Price. “It would 
be great to see.  Hopefully, we’re 
keeping something alive that 
shouldn’t pass into history.”

 The group paddled last year to 
Juneau and Skagway and at events 
in Carcross and Whitehorse, Y.T. 
This year’s schedule includes 
trips to Native celebrations in 
Whitehorse and Metlakatla 
(paddling from Kake).

 Members expected to make 
next week’s trip include Price, 
Hart, Ted Hart, Rhys Williams, 
Nels Lynch, Zach James and Rob 
Martin. 
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Cites ‘deliberative process’  

WAIVERS from page 1

Personal Service Is Our Specialty
907-789-5900

Auto • Homeowners • Commercial
Life • Health • Marine • Disability

www.davies-barry.com • Since 1917 
Ketchikan • Craig • Juneau

Partial scholarships available on a needs basis.
For more information, call Annett e at 766-2708.

 Get Set for LCCP’s

Three weeks of theater fun, culminating in a full 
length play to be performed for the public on the 

Chilkat Center’s main stage!
   Conservatory for students ages 8 to 18                 $275.00
   Half-time Playmaking Session for ages 5 to 7    $175.00

Registration forms at The Babbling Book and 
online at www.chilkatcenter.org/partners.

Summer Youth 
Theater 

Conservatory
July 1 - July 26, 2015

 Preregistration Discounts available before June 8th

Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches

Soft Serve766-2928  Closed Tues & Sun

2nd & Willard
across from the Visitors’ Center

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 6:30am-4pm
Sat: 7am-3pm • Closed Sun & Tues

SarahJ’s Shoppe

  1203025                                    State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Build a bundle
Save a bundle

Malia Hayward
Agent, in Juneau, serving Haines since 2009

9110 Glacier Highway

Juneau, AK 99801

Bundle auto, home and life for 
big State Farm® discounts.
So let me show you how State Farm can help protect all 
the things that matter most - for a lot less than you think.

GET TO A BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY.

907-789-3127   malia@juneausf.com

  (Stuart’s ratings had not yet 
been incorporated into the draft 
document when it was distributed 
to TAB members.)

  “Haines would like to increase 
the number of cruise ships that 
visit from 2.7 per week, its rate 
in year 2015, to an average of 
three ships per week. In order to 
achieve this goal, Haines needs 
to add at least two more cruise 
ships and preferably four ships to 
reach an average of three port of 
calls per week,” the report reads. 
“Skagway currently has 30 cruise 
ships that visit it each year. The 
task facing Haines is to get two to 
four of these ships to add Haines 
to their itinerary.”

  According to the report, the 
industry-comprised Tourism 
Advisory Board wants a waiver 
“that makes a unique and stronger 
statement for Haines. A statement 
that clearly states, ‘Haines 
Borough is serious about its 
tourism industry.’”

  D e v e l o p m e n t  d i r e c t o r 
Mandeville has been crunching 
numbers and working on the 
report for months, with repeated 
presentations at TAB meetings. In 
a March 10 interview following 
his initial report to the TAB, 
Mandeville said the waivers don’t 
so much represent a financial 
incentive for the cruise ship 
companies as they convey a 
message about  the  town’s 
openness to the industry.

   “Realistically, though, the 
amount of money they are saving 
on the waiver is probably a drop 
in the bucket. I mean, it’s not even 
a drop in the bucket. It probably 
doesn’t even make a ripple in the 
total amount of money that they 
are dealing with,” Mandeville said. 

tax receipts and it appears that the 
uptick is going to be more than the 
amount that we waived.”

  Mandeville’s draft also includes 
calculation of the “multiplier 
effect,” or how visitor spending 
trickles down in a community 
and impacts other parts of the 
economy, like job opportunities.

  Tourism director Ross said she 
would like to see the final data and 
report shared with the community and 
the assembly, so informed decisions 
can be made about whether to issue 
additional waivers.

  “There needs to be a clear 
understanding to the community, to 
fishermen and other dock users, of 
how this sales tax revenue trickles 
down and positively affects our 
entire economy. I will use this data 
to open up a dialogue with others in 
the community that are concerned 
with ship waivers and impacts of 
ships to Haines,” Ross said.

  “As tourism director, and with a 
goal to increase economic vitality 
to Haines via tourism, I support 
measures that would bring ships 
to a dock that is otherwise sitting 
empty. We just invested millions 
into our cruise ship dock and it is not 
benefitting anyone economically to 
sit empty,” she added.

  Manager David Sosa said he 
looks forward to using information 
compiled in the final report to 
make “data-driven decisions” 
about cruise ship waivers, though 
he wouldn’t say whether or not he 
supported issuing waivers.

  “I support data driven decisions 
and we will continue to collect 
information that will help us 
determine what the best course of 
action is in a particular case.  With 
respect to cruise ship waivers, I am 
not prepared to say yes or no at this 
time.  Rather, I will stress that we 
will continue to assess the situation 
so that when we do make a decision 
it is informed by fact and not driven 
by emotion,” Sosa said.  

The borough currently charges 
for use of the Port Chilkoot Dock 
based on the size of the mooring 
vessel. Ships larger than 700 feet 
will pay $3.50 per foot per day 
this year, with the price increasing 
25 cents per foot per year each 
subsequent year.  

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Manager 

David Sosa this week refused 
to release a draft document on 
docking fee waivers for cruise 
ships that was circulated among 
borough staff and members of the 
Tourism Advisory Board nearly 
two weeks ago.

 The CVN acquired the draft 
from another source.

The draft was sent out April 
23 via community and economic 
development  d i rec tor  Bi l l 
Mandeville’s work email account 
to Sosa, tourism director Leslie 
Ross, chief fiscal officer Jila 
Stuart, assembly member Diana 
Lapham and Tourism Advisory 
Board members Barbara Mulford, 
Jeff Butcher, Karen Hess, Michael 
Marks, Rhonda Hinson, Scott 
Sundberg and Sean Gaffney.

  Sosa has also previously refused 
to release documents in draft 
form, despite specific language in 
Alaska Statutes identifying drafts 
as public records.

  According to the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of the 
Press, “the scope and coverage 
of the Public Records Act was 
intended by the legislature to 
be very broad, and the Supreme 
Court has interpreted it this way. 
The statute was amended in 
1990 to expand the definition 
o f  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  m o s t 
significantly to reaffirm that it 
includes drafts, memorializations 
of conversations, and records 
‘developed or received by a public 
agency or by a public contractor 
for a public agency.’”

  The City and Borough of 
Juneau’s law department also 
clarifies that labeling a document 
“draf t”  doesn’t  make  any 
difference. A public records 
training document produced by 
the City and Borough of Juneau’s 
law department in 2012 reads, 
“Draft documents are public 

records, as are final documents.”
  Sosa said he has reviewed the 

issue with borough attorney Brooks 
Chandler, who has invoked the legal 
basis of “deliberative process.” 

 Sosa relayed Chandler ’s 
t h o u g h t s  o n  r e l e a s i n g 
draft documents via email: 
“(Deliberative process) is that 
while the executive branch 
of government is in decision 
making mode on a particular 
matter, documents relating to that 
matter do not need to be made 
available in response to a public 
records request. The underlying 
reason for this privilege is that 
release of such drafts/works in 
progress/negotiations in progress 
would hinder the ability of the 
government to efficiently and 
effectively make decisions.”

 When asked this week to 
release the entire email exchange 
between Sosa and Chandler, 
Chandler refused, invoking 
attorney/client privilege.

Media attorney John McKay, 
who  recently represented the 
Alaska Dispatch News and 
Alaska Public Media in a public 
records lawsuit involving sexual 
misconduct in the Alaska National 
Guard, said the “deliberative 
process” argument would seem to 
lose strength when the document 
has already been sent to members 
of the community who volunteer 
on an advisory board.

  “I don’t think they can just 
assume because it is a draft that 
gives them a free pass, especially 
when they are circulating it among 
members of the community,” 
McKay said.

  Sosa said the cruise ship 
waiver report will be presented 
at Tuesday’s assembly meeting 
with a recommendation that it be 
sent to the Commerce Committee. 
“This will allow at least one 
and most likely two or three 
opportunities for public comment 
and review and allows the plan to 
be vetted and revised or scrapped 
based on input,” Sosa said.

  “My goal is that most complex 
items go through this process 
(staff or committee development, 
staff and committee revision with 
public input, revised document 
brought to the assembly). This 
will take more time but allows 
for an issue to be reviewed at 
many levels before going to the 
assembly,” he added.

“More importantly, it just kind of 
shows that the borough is really 
serious about making Haines a good 
destination place to the point that 
we are willing to put our money 
where our mouth is.”

  Accord ing  to  the  2011 
McDowell Group Passenger 
Survey, the average cruise ship 
passenger spends $85 in Haines 
($59 on tours, $21 on shopping 
and $5 on other miscellaneous 
e x p e n s e s ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Mandeville’s calculations, that 
$85 in 2011 dollars translates to 
about $90.85 today.

  Based on estimated sales tax 
revenue figures provided by chief 
fiscal officer Stuart, each cruise 
ship visitor will generate about 
$4.86 in sales tax revenue for the 
borough next year.

  The point of the 20-page 
document’s number crunching 
is basically to determine whether 
the benefits of issuing the waivers 
outweigh the costs.

  According to the borough’s 
budget for next year, which is 
currently under consideration by 
the assembly, sales tax revenues 
are expected to increase by 2 
percent in the next fiscal year.

  “You don’t  want  to say 
that the total increase in sales 
tax is related to those (three) 
dockings (of the cruise ships that 
received waivers). It’s a lot more 
complicated than that. The drop in 
the price of gasoline, for example, 
is going to have a big impact, as 
well, because more people have 
more money to go on vacation and 
travel,” Mandeville said.

 “But still, the fact of the matter 
is, when you put 10,000 more 
visitors in Haines, you’re going to 
end up with an uptick in our sales 

Manager withholds
draft documents
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COURT -- From left, freshman butler and maid Carl Tupou and 
Tulsi Zahnow, sophomore duke and duchess Dylan Palmieri and 
Madeline Andriesen, junior prince and princess Matthew Green 
and Hannah Thomas and senior king and queen  Josh Stearns and 
Paige Wing at Saturday’s  prom at the American Legion. 

Summer reading launch May 22 

Chilkat Restaurant
featuring � ai Food

daily lunch and dinnerBakeryand

766-3653

Corner of 5th and Dalton behind Miles Furniture

OPEN Tues - Sat • B’fast & Lunch: 7am - 2pm • Dinner: 5 - 8pm

   Grab-N-Go        Pizza
       Hot Dogs

    Salad Roll • Pork Steam Bun

 OPEN 

8 AM - 5 PM 
Monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

  Decorative Concrete   
    Stamped & Dyed for driveways, 

    floors and walkways
  Retaining Wall Blocks 

    Stamped or Plain!
  Also Wire Mesh, Rebar, Snap Ties 

    & Form Clips

766-3999

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“I, verily, affi rm 
that there is not, 

and hath never been, 
a host more mighty 
than that of justice 

and wisdom”
~Baha’u’llah

 

In spite of a beautiful, sunny weekend and 4 
other community events requiring volunteers, 

the Hospice of Haines Annual Rummage Sale was 
blessed with over 60 dedicated volunteers who 
donated from 1 to 30 hours of their time to help at 
the sale or bake an item for the sale.  Our com-
munity donated items that � lled Harriett Hall and 
Payson’s Pavilion at the Fairgrounds. On Saturday 
and Sunday the Hall � lled with happy shoppers 
who sometimes donated a little more for their 
purchase to support hospice. 
      � ank you, Mardell Gunn, for mentoring our 
new crew of sale-keepers. � ank you to the hard 
working volunteers, to the Fair for the great new 
venue, to Aldeana Stout, our new sale manager, 
and to Cindy Buxton, who coordinated volun-
teers. � anks to Lutak Lumber, Carol Duis, Gregg 
Bigsby, Diz Kistler, JR Churchill and Southeast 
Roadbuilders for the use of their time and trucks. 
Kudos to board member Tim McDonough and 

volunteer Jean Smith for holding down the fort 
inside and out. � anks to Melissa Aronson for 
hauling recycling to HFR, and to the volunteers 
who gathered items for the fair, for Head Start, 
and for Juneau’s AWARE Shelter and Glory Hole.
     Lastly, we couldn’t count this as our biggest 
fundraiser of the year without the help of Paul 
Nelson at Acme Transfer who this year received 
3700 pounds of unwanted sale items. Traditional-
ly—for 18 years—the rummage sale has been our 
biggest fundraiser of the year and helps us con-
tinue to serve the elders of our community.  Our 
stunning tally for all of your e� orts was $9,500! 
We extend our gratitude to this truly generous 
community.

Sincerely,
Nancy Schnabel, Board President 

Beth MacCready, Director 

Hospice Thanks You for a Successful Rummage Sale

Paid Commentary

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

Correction
 An April 23, 2015 story in the 
CVN reported assembly member 
George Campbell voted in favor of 
assembly member Ron Jackson’s 
motion to reconsider extending 
the public comment period for the 
Small Boat Harbor project. While 
Campbell did second the motion, 
he ultimately voted against it. 

Happy Mother’s Day!
          Bell’s Store

Alaskan
Seafood 766-2950 � 22 2nd Ave. N.

Bringing you fresh 
fl owers and plants 

for 43 years!

$499 to $999

Such a Deal!

Mountain Market & Cafe
766-3340 or 766-3380

Surprise Your Mother!
 10-Stem Tulips
 Potted Azaleas
 Potted Roses
 Assorted, Potted Mini-Bulbs

By Karen Garcia
It’s time for young bookworms 

to reclaim their summer reading 
nooks and return to favorite 
stories they put down during the 
school year.

The Haines Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Program kicks 
off at 11 a.m. Friday, May 22. The 
theme this year is, “Every Hero 
Has a Story.”

The  k ick-off  event  wi l l 
feature a puppet show, fairy 
tale play, a “flashy and fun” 
science experiment, Native Youth 
Olympic Games demonstrations 
and other activities. Fireman Al 
Badgley also will share some of 
his personal hero stories.

The Chilkat Valley Community 
Foundation has donated 316 
books to give away at the kick-off.

The main draw for the program’s 
launch event, though, is that it 
marks the time children can pick 
up their official reading logs for 
the 10-week program, said youth 
services coordinator Holly Davis.

“ T h e y  j u s t  c a n ’ t  h e l p 
themselves,” Davis said of the 
children who show up for the 
event. “On Friday as soon as they 
get the official reading log, they 
just get right to work.”

For every five books or chapters 
read, a reader gets to pick a prize 
from the program’s treasure chest. 

Or, in lieu of a prize, a reader 
can donate $5 to a hungry child 
through Samaritan’s Purse, an 
option that has taken off since 
being introduced two years ago, 
Davis said.

For every 10 books or chapters, 
a reader can choose a book from 
the Golden Book Box, which 
includes new and gently used 
books. For every 50 books or 
chapters, a reader gets to pick a 
special prize from the “top shelf” 
in the children’s reading room.

Since Davis came to work at 
the library in 2000, the program 
has grown from 30 participants 
to more than 200.

The 10-week program, which 
runs May 22 to Aug. 5, has 
weekly activities on Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fr idays . 
Most of the activities are old 
favorites (Detective Time, Nature 
Walkers, Ukulele Jam, Amateur 
Magicians), but Hero Time Read-
a-Loud is a new addition for this 
year.

Every Monday at 3 p.m., Davis 
will read stories about heroes, big 
and small. Historical hero stories 

might include Martin Luther King 
Jr., Mother Teresa or Mahatma 
Gandhi. “Others might be less 
well-known stories, like about 
kids who have been heroes in their 
own communities,” she said.

Readers are encouraged to wear 
their favorite hero costumes to 
the reading program’s kick-off 
event, Davis said. “When we think 
about people who act heroically, 
it makes us more likely to reach 
out and do good and be heroes in 
our own small way. So hopefully 
we will inspire some kids this 
summer.”

For more information or to 
donate small items for the treasure 
chest, contact Davis at 766-2545.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

Seniors led the way at Haines 
High School’s season-opening 
track meet last weekend under 
sunny skies at Sharnbroich Field.

The two-day meet pitted the 
Glacier Bears against Class 4A 
opponents Juneau-Douglas and 
Thunder Mountain.

Senior Keegan Sundberg “blew 
everybody away in the 400” 
meters, said coach Jim Stanford, 
with a first-place time of 56.55. 
Sundberg also won the 1,600 
meters in 5:06.66 and nearly 
anchored the boys’ 4x400-meter 
relay team to victory, coming 
up just short at the finish line to 
Thunder Mountain.

“Keegan made up 50 yards just 
on the last leg,” Stanford said.

The relay team also included 
juniors Casey Bradford, Trevor 
Cox and Neil Little.

Little showed his versatility for 
Haines, as “he’s a long distance 
guy I talked into running a quarter 
(mile),” Stanford said.

Jennie Humphrey was another 
senior standout for the Glacier 
Bears, placing second in both the 
girls’ 400 meters (1:12.40) and 
800 meters (2:59.18).

Haines was formidable in field 
events, with junior Bailey Stuart 
first in the girls’ discus; junior 
Autumn Gross first in the girls’ 
shot put; and junior Matthew 
Green second in the boys’ discus 
and high jump, according to 
unofficial results posted at www.
athletic.net.

“We couldn’t be happier, 

especially with a smaller girls’ 
squad,” Stanford said.

Cox, a transfer student from 
Skagway,  was  among  the 
newcomers who impressed at the 
meet. He finished second in the 
800-meter run.

Stanford said he sees potential 
in freshman Tulsi Zahnow, a 
sprinter who might move into 
some middle-distance events.

“I wish I had 100 girls like 
Tulsi,” said Stanford, who added 
that, after practice, “she’s still out 
there, running around the track.”

Stanford noted the squad also 
has “some phenomenal junior 
high kids,” including seventh-
grade sprinter Kiana Donat.

A much smaller squad of 
about a dozen students heads to 
Juneau this weekend for a meet 
at Thunder Mountain. Several 
Glacier Bears will instead be in 
Anchorage for the All-State Solo 
and Ensemble Festival.

Stanford said scheduling 
conflicts are to be expected at the 
busy close of the school year.

“ O n  a n y  g i v e n  d a y,  I 
probably have half the track 
team at practice,” he said. “They 
legitimately have things they have 
to do.”

Seniors pace Bears
at home track meet
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Sign law enforcement already rankling shop owners

Roadside adoption
groups must renew 

NOW SERVING LUNCH!
Lunch Hours:

Wed-Sat 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner Hours: 

Tue-Sat 4:30 - 9:00
766-3838

37 Blacksmith Road in Fort Seward,
up from the Port Chilkoot Dock

Fireweed Restaurant

Wearable Art Workshop 
with Trudi Miller

Find your inner artist!  
10:00 am, Friday, May 15 

Art on Main Street Storefront 
Bring recyclables and all the things you can’t use 

and can’t bear to part with...
                                                            Questions: 303-0432

& Alaska Arts Confl uence

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Make

T-Ball
Happen!

Kids ages 5 to 8 
Coaches needed

Call 766-2586

whiterock 
nursery

“Against All Odds”

Remember Mother’s Day!
Sun 12-4 pm, closed Mon, Tues-Sat 10-4 pm

540 FAA Road • 766-3887 • credit cards accepted

Proud 
Sponsor:

Launched: A New Haines Friendship

766-2151
“Let’s Build Something!”

MATCH OF THE MONTH
   sss

Big Brothers Big Sisters Community Program Match: Trenton & Ed Hays (on left)

Big Brothers Needed

Howsers

 Harbor Bar
  Open @ 4pm Mon-Fri,  Weekends @ Noon

Open 7 days a week 766-2442

WORLD TAVERN POKER @ 7 & 10pm Wed
766-2444

Open 7 days a week
Mother’s Day Special: 50% off Entrees for all Mothers
Serving Lunch & Dinner Monday - Friday, 11:00am - 9pm

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Saturday & Sunday, 8am - 8pm

           Karaoke Thursday @ 10pm

              WORLD TAVERN POKER @ 7 & 10pm Fri

 Luau Party! Saturday May 9th 
Beer Pong 10:30pm ~ Hula Dancing ~ Midnight

`

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
Fundraiser

 Thursday, May 14th 5:30 pm
American Legion Hall

Spaghetti

Dinner Dessert
Auction Silent

Auction

All proceeds go toward a “safe 
house” for women and children.

Caroline’s Closet

12 - 6 pm Monday - Saturday

Happy Mother’s Day!
20% off Everything!
sale effective 
5/7 - 5/14

excludes artwork
2nd & Main St

By Karen Garcia
A recent decision by Haines 

Borough staff to begin enforcing 
a controversial sign law has 
already inflamed a Fort Seward 
business owner and prompted 
more discussion of the law at the 
Planning Commission level.

Debi Knight Kennedy, owner 
of Forget-Me-Not Gallery on 
Tower Road, is appealing a notice 
by the borough to remove her 
business’s off-premises sign. 

Knight Kennedy said in an appeal 
letter to clerk Julie Cozzi and 
planning and zoning technician 
Tracy Cui that her sign is 
placed with property owner Lee 
Heinmiller’s permission on the 
corner of Alaska Indian Arts. It 
is critical to the operation of her 
business, Knight Kennedy said.

“Without that sign, customers 
cannot find my gallery and I would 
be effectively out of business, a 
business that provides a full half 

of my income. It is a challenging 
thing, to make one’s living as 
a working artist. A challenge 
that I find worth the effort for 
the gratification it brings me 
personally and the gifts, I believe, 
it brings to our community,” 
Knight Kennedy said.

The borough has been wrestling 
with its sign ordinance for the 
past four years. Former assembly 
member Debra Schnabel proposed 
a draft ordinance to address the 
issue, but the ordinance is stuck in 
committee. That lack of resolution 
prompted manager David Sosa’s 
recent decision to enforce the 
existing law.

Knight Kennedy said she was 
“distressed” by the timing of 
the borough’s April 16 letter to 
business owners telling them to 
remove their off-premises signs, 
as cruise ship season is around the 
corner. “This is no time to stir the 
pot,” she said.

“(The sign) is not on the 
sidewalk. It does not impede 
pedestrian or vehicle traffic. It 
is attractive and garners many 
smiles and positive comments 
from tourists who find their way to 
my gallery because of it,” Knight 
Kennedy added.

The planning commission is 
scheduled to hold a hearing on 

Knight Kennedy’s appeal at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 14.

Schnabe l  addressed  the 
assembly at its meeting last 
week, offering her assistance 
with the ordinance and expressing 
confusion as to why it is still 
languishing in committee.

“As an assembly member, I 
tackled it, and now it is stuck in 
the bureaucracy,” she said this 
week.

Schnabel used Skagway’s 
ordinance as a reference and 
drafted a nine-page piece of sign 
legislation for Haines, though 
commissioners criticized the 
ordinance for being lengthy and 
cumbersome.

“I kept it as tight as I could, 
given the complexity of the 
situation,” Schnabel said. “That’s 
not to say it’s the best ordinance 
in the world, but I spent a good 
number of hours in my office late 
at night reading and working and 
writing on that darn ordinance, 
and I felt fairly good about it.”

 The community cleanup ends 
on Friday, but there are still ways 
to help keep the town looking 
trim.

 Haines groups can participate 
in the state’s “Adopt-a-Highway” 
program, according to the 
Department of Transportation’s 
Ruth Carter, who helps administer 
the program statewide.

 Under the program, community 
groups sign three-year agreements 
to patrol at least a mile of state 
road section for litter, in exchange 
for the group being recognized 
on a state road sign. Cleanups are 
expected to occur at least three 
times a year, with local DOT 
officials providing garbage bags 
and safety vests.

 Carter has a list of a half-
dozen local groups who’ve 
participated in the program, but 
their agreements with the state 

have all expired, she said. 
 “Some may not even exist as 

an organization anymore,” Carter 
said. “That happens in Juneau. 
Then their sign comes down and 
they (become upset).”

 In most cases, groups who’ve 
patrolled a certain section of road 
can get that same section back 
when they renew their agreements 
with the state.

 Groups who’ve previously 
participated – and who may still 
have signs up – include Haines 
Sportsman’s Association, Haines 
School Staff, Girl Scouts Troop 
101, the Hammer Museum, Lynn 
Canal Conservation, Milky Way 
Farm, B’hais of Haines and the 
Elks Club.

 Several groups contacted this 
week said they still clean their 
road sections.

  

Highway resident JoAnn Ross Cunningham uses a wagon last week to  patrol the Haines Highway 
between Piedad Road and the airport during the Chamber of Commerce community cleanup.  She 
picked up litter on both sides of the road on the two-mile stretch and netted 12 bags of trash, including 
two full of aluminum cans. She also found a small table and a section of plastic pick-up truck liner. 
Her most entertaining find, she said, was a bag containing a plain doughnut with one bite taken. 
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Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Power & Telephone
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Canal Marine / Oceanside 
    RV Park
Captain’s Choice Motel
Chilkat Auto
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
Chilkat Valley News
Delta Western
ED&D Inc./ Cable TV/
    Radio Shack Dealer

First National Bank Alaska
Haines Borough School District
Haines Quick Shop / Mike’s 
    Bikes & Boards / Outfi tter
    Liquor & Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate
Howsers IGA & Caroline’s Closet 
King’s Store
Klondike Chiropractic
Lighthouse Restaurant & 
    Harbor Bar
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Hayward, State Farm
Miles Furniture 

Mountain Market & Café 
Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Reuben Willis, State Farm
Sockeye Cycle Co.
Southeast Roadbuilders, Inc.
Stanford Masonry & Construction
Takshanuk Mountain Trail
TEM Services      
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction
Zen Bathworks / Sea Otter 
    Woodworks

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

We’re proud of you, 
Glacier Bear

Track & Field Team

Good Luck at 
Regionals:  May 22 - 23 in Juneau
State:  May 29 - 30 in Anchorage

Front: (from left) Carl Tupou, Itaaehau Tupou, Neil Little, Matthew Green, Zane Durr, Keegan 
Palmieri, Austin Davis; Middle: Autumn Gross, Destinee Cowart, Natalia Taylor, Jennie Humphrey, 
Terry Davis, Dylan Palmieri; Top: Keegan Sundberg, Tulsi Zahnow, Bailey Stuart, Kaya Ramirez, 
Elliot Wilde, Casey Bradford, Trevor Cox.
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HOOPS from page 1

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479
• Courtesy Van Service 

• Scheduled Sunday Morning Service
• IFR certifi ed in Caravan and Chieftain

Daily fl ight schedule May 2nd thru May 24th, 2015
  Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY 

    5:45 am
    9:15 am
  11:15 am
    2:45 pm
    5:30 pm
    7:45 pm

  6:55 am  X Sun
  9:50 am  
11:50 am
  3:20 pm
  6:05 pm
  8:55 pm

    5:00 am
    8:30 am
  10:30 am
    2:00 pm
    4:45 pm
    7:00 pm

    5:35 am X Sun
    9:05 am 
  11:05 am
    2:35 pm
    5:20 pm
    7:35 pm

  6:00 am  X Sun
  8:00 pm

  5:45 am
  7:45 pm

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS
Please call 766-3800 to inquire

Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

   8:05 am  8:20 am Daily
 10:50 am 11:05 am Sun Only
  8:05 pm  8:20 pm M-F + Sun

  5:10 am  5:45 am M-Sat
  7:15 am  7:50 am Daily
10:00 am  10:35 am Sun Only
10:45 am  11:20 am M-Sat
12:15 pm  1:30 pm Daily
  1:45 pm  2:20 pm M-Sat
  4:30 pm  5:05 pm Daily
  7:15 pm  7:50 pm M-Sat

  5:00 am  5:35 am M-F
  6:05 am  6:40 am M-Sat
  8:05 am  9:25 am Daily
10:50 am  12:05 pm Sun Only
11:40 am  12:15 pm M-Sat
  1:45 pm  2:20 pm Daily
  2:40 pm  3:15 pm M-F + Sun
  5:25 pm  6:00 pm  Daily
  8:05 pm  9:20 pm M-F + Sun

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 

   4:30 am  4:45 am M-F
   1:15 pm 1:30 pm Daily

schedule eff ecti ve May 1st - September 12th, 2015

766-3221

Where adventure begins in Haines, Alaska!

Outfi tter        Sporting Goods 8am ‘til 5pm

HAINES QUICK SHOP 766-2330
7 days-a-week 

7am ‘til midnight

OUTFITTER LIQUOR 766-3220
7 days-a-week 

8am ‘til midnight

7 days-a-week

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Friday 8 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sunday 10 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Monday  11 5:15 pm 7:15 pm
Tuesday 12 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Wednesday 13 3:30 pm 5:00 pm
Thurs 14 10:00 am 12:00 pm
Friday  15 3:30 pm 5:00 pm
Saturday 16 3:30 pm 5:00 pm
Sunday 17 3:30 pm 5:00 pm
Monday  18 9:45 pm 11:45 pm

Friday 8 11:30 am   12:00 pm
Sunday 10 11:30 am   12:00 pm
Monday  11 10:15 am 12:15 pm
Tuesday 12 11:30 am 12:00 pm 
Wednesday 13 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Thurs 14 3:00 am 5:00 am
Friday 15 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Saturday 16 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Sunday 17 11:30 am   12:30 pm
Monday  18 2:45 pm 4:45 pm

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

“It is easier to build strong children 
		than	to	fi	x	broken	men.” ~ Frederick Douglass

Quality mechanical work at an 
affordable, competitive rate.
Toyo’s, Water Heater & 

Gas Boilers/Furnaces 
Service & Installation
New Constructions & 

Remodels
No job too big or too small
Senior/Veteran Discounts

(907) 321-1193

HAINES HEAD START
a FREE federally-funded program

primarily for children of low-income families.

Now enrolling children
for the 2015-16 school year

Children are age-eligible 
if they are 3 years old 
and not older than 5. 

Parents of children with 
disabilities are encour-

aged to apply. 

We provide

Applications and information are available at Head Start,
822 Spruce Grove Road. Stop in or call 766-2155.

Great learning experiences • Child-friendly meals
Partnerships with parents • Developmental screenings

Health referrals and education

Knicks trainer, said he’ll be 
looking to get his athletes into 
the school gym this summer to 
work on fundamentals, including 
dribbling, passing and shooting. 

 Brittenham started coaching 
here last year. 

 “They need to play year-round. 
We’re playing teams that open 
their gyms every day. That’s what 
they do. We play when the season 
starts,” Brittenham said.

 Besides two-day camps for 
elementary, junior high and high 
school students in June and July, 
Brittenham is hoping to host a 
longer camp in August.

 He’s also hoping to have the 
varsity gym open at least two 
or three days a week during the 
summer. “We’ll have the gym 
open and hopefully the girls will 

have the time to come in and take 
advantage of that,” Brittenham 
said.

 Brittenham said he’s solely 
responsible for the team’s record. 

 Practicing more than two hours 
a day, the girls’ team worked 
hard, learned plays and improved 
during the season, but so did 
competitors.  

 “Your plays are only as good as 
your ability to perform the skills 
to execute the plays. The girls 
understood the plays perfectly. 
They need to improve their skills to 
execute them better,” Brittenham 
said. “Our girls are getting there, 
especially the younger ones.”

 Brittenham said his policy 
is that all members of his team 
will play “significant minutes,” 
including starting and serving as 

team captain.
 His players responded well to 

that policy, which Brittenham said 
didn’t sacrifice games.

 “That experience is important 
for the growth of these girls. In 
life, you don’t get to opt out of 
those difficult moments. I want 
them all to experience that.”

 Don Nash, a varsity referee 
and former JV girls’ and varsity 
boys’ coach, said Brittenham is 
sending the right messages to 
his squad. Nash is helping by 
trying to put together eight girls 
to attend a June basketball camp 
in Anchorage. 

 If they’re only younger players, 
that’s okay, he said. “You’ve got 
to start from the bottom up” in 
rebuilding a program, he said. 
Nash said his best teams were 
comprised of players whose 
parents were strong supporters 
of the program, but that can be 
tricky, as parents only rarely 
acknowledge their children’s 
limitations. 

 “To be a coach you have to be 
a philosopher, but you also have to 
be hard-nosed. You have to have 
a special personality and some 
intuition to deal with players’ 
parents and then turn around and 
coach their kids,” Nash said.

 Metlakatla is a model of a 
strong hoops program, he said. 
“Even if they only have scrawny, 
little players, they’re always 
competitive, because they’re 
always in the gym.”

 Boys’ coach Steve Fossman 
has won two state championships 
since taking the job in 2007. He 
said he won’t be changing his 
coaching formula, although he 
encourages his players to work 
individually on skills during the 
off-season.

 “Most times the gym’s open we 
encourage the guys to be there, but 
summertime comes and people 
have a lot outside they want to 
do,” Fossman said. 

  Fossman said elementary 
hoops programs are as strong as 

they’ve ever been and students 
today have more resources than 
ever for improving their games. 

  “You can go on the Internet 
and see (professional player) 
Steph Curry’s signature moves 
and what he does to get open. 
Most people have access to that 
stuff,” Fossman said. “Players 
can work to the part of the game 
they’re most passionate about… 
All the kids know what (they 
should) work on.”

 Players who work during the 
off-season will become better than 
ones of equal ability who don’t, 
but that takes self-motivation and 
realistically, at a small school, 
only a small number of players 
will be that driven, he said.

 The state championship squads 
of 2008 and 2010 “were fairly 
passionate about the game” 
and would play pick-up games 
between themselves, Fossman 
said. Still, the team wasn’t a shoo-
in, he said. “A lot of luck went 
their way, and it could have gone 
the other way. It’s not like they 
dominated.”

 After a tough season like the 
past one, Fossman said he knows 
there’s second-guessing going on. 
“I know all the questions people 
wonder. What’s he doing? What’s 
going on at practice? It’s nothing 
different. You make adjustments. 
Success comes with a consistent 
and fair program, including letting 
players know what’s happening at 
the start of the season.”

 It’s important for fans to know 
that even in a losing season, 
there are successes and growth, 
as well as camaraderie and fun 
times off the court, Fossman said. 
“There are good things going on, 
no matter what. Sometimes the 
lessons that are most important are 
ones that happen off the court.”

 Second-guessing is part of 
the game, Fossman said. This 
week Fossman was watching 
professional  basketball  on 
television and he himself was 
second-guessing Gregg Popovich, 

one of the NBA’s winningest 
coaches. “That’s kind of the fun 
of it,” he said.

  Resident Mark McNamara 
played pro basketball for 10 
years and worked as a coach and 
scout for another six. He helped 
Fossman with his championship 
squads, but hasn’t worked as 
much with teams in recent years.

 McNamara wrote a 12-point 
memo to the school district a 
few years ago, providing his 
recommendations for a strong 
boys’ basketball program.

 They include, “full-year, 
open gym with easy access,” 
“maximum financial support,” 
and “organized support” for all 
non-basketball items, including 
academics and travel.

 In addition, coaches must 
be allowed to cut players from 
their teams and players should 
understand the expectation 
that they be at all practices, 
including during Christmas break. 
“Basketball is a chosen activity. 
It’s not a class. You should have 
to try out and be committed,” 
McNamara said in an interview 
this week.

 He said that the school’s 
athletic director position should 
be separate from an “activities” 
director, as sports require a greater 
level of commitment than an 
activity such as a hiking club. He 
thinks the lines between athletics 
and activities have been blurred. 

 “Basketball is not a sport 
where you can come and go,” 
McNamara said. “You get out of  
shape. You get out of the rhythm 
of the workouts. It’s a team sport. 
If a kid doesn’t show up for 
practice, everybody else pays a 
price.”

  Many factors can lead to a 
decline in a school’s program. He 
thinks factors like gym closures 
during construction work and 
“the instant gratification society, 
where kids all have Xboxes and 
cell phones” may have taken bites 
out of the sport here.

 In school sports, the success 
of a team comes in cycles, but 
a strong program with support 
of the school and community 
can “soften” the down cycles, 
McNamara said. 

 “You have to keep fighting, 
clawing and scratching so the 
quality doesn’t fall too far down. 
If you let it fall too far, it’s hard 
to get back. When you have a 
program that’s healthy and strong, 
its chances of success are greatly 
enhanced… You’re playing the 
odds.”
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Police report

DULY from page 2

Chamber Members
Let’s Find our Voice!
Participate in our opinion 

survey in this week’s 
Chamber Connection in your email

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Planning 
Commission

PUBLIC HEARING
At 6:30pm, on Thursday, May 14, 
2015, in the Assembly Chambers 
at the Public Safety Building, one 
public hearing is scheduled for the 
following:
 
Applicant: Debi Knight Kennedy

Location: C-PTC-0M-0300; 209 
Tower Road

Zoning: Single Residential
Public Hearing Item: Appeal of 
a notice requiring the removal of 
an off-premises sign, per Haines 
Borough Code 18.90.070(E).
 
Posted 05/04/15
Tracy Cui, P & Z Tech         (18b)

HAINES BOROUGH
    2011-2012 REAL PROPERTY FORECLOSURE LIST

ACQUISTAPACE, CLINT C-HEM-23-0100     LOT 1, BLOCK 2, HEMLOCK EST.  -0- 830.04    830.04  883.67  219.98  1,933.69
GANN, SUSAN R.  3-HHY-33-0620     T28S, R54E, SEC. 23, LOT 20-PART  -0- 301.94    301.94  493.88  219.98  1,015.80
HORECZKO, GREGORY B-CCS-00-0200     LOTS 2 & 5, CHILKOOT CAMP SUB.  -0- -0-    -0-  124.23  219.98  344.21
KING, MICHAEL/KIM 3-SKI-0A-1100     SKI HILL SUB., Block A, Lot 11  -0- -0-    -0-  321.33  219.98  541.31
LAMBERTY, MICHAEL/ 3-SKI-0B-02A0     SKI HILL SUB., BLK B, LOT 2A  -0- -0-    -0-  497.69  219.98  687.67
TRACEY 
MARCH, RAY  B-CKA-0B-3500     CHILKAT ACRES (USS 1390), Block B, Lot 35 7.28 7.48    14.76  6.94  219.98  241.68
MARCH ESTATE, PAYTON B-CKA-0B-3600     CHILKAT ACRES (USS 1390), Block B,   14.64 15.03    29.67  13.95  219.98  263.60
             Lots 36 & 37
MARQUARDT, GERALDINE 3-STB-00-0100     LOT 1-STARBURST SUB., P. SEC. 26  292.02 300.68    592.70  376.22  219.98  1,188.90
MARQUARDT, GERALDINE 3-HHY-26-1010     T28S, R55E, SEC. 26, LOT 14-PART  -0- 1331.08    1331.08  526.95  219.98  2,078.01
MOSELEY, ANNA  C-MEA-01-0100     LOTS 1 & 2, MEADOWLAND SUB.  570.25 785.51    1355.76  732.03  219.98  2,307.77
O’DONNELL, TIMOTHY B-EXN-12-0200     EXCURSION INLET NORTH SUB,   505.24 518.84    1024.08  466.62  219.98  1,710.68
         BLOCK 2, LOT 2A
THOMAS, CLIFFORD C-ANY-04-0600     ANWAY SUB., BLK 4, LOTS 6&10  -0- -0-    -0-  916.38  219.98  1,136.36
WARD JR., CONNIE/TOM C-PTC-01-0200     PORT CHILKOOT SUB, BLK 1 LOT 2  -0- 251.16    251.16  193.22  219.98  664.36
WILLIAMS,  MARK/COLLEEN C-PTC-0R-0900     PORT CHILKOOT SUB, BLK R LOT 9  -0- 979.95    979.95  733.53  219.98  1,933.46
WOODS, NANCY  3-CLR-35-0100     T28S, R55E, SEC.35, NE 1/4, NW 1/4,   -0- -0-    -0-  274.62  219.98  494.60
         CHILKAT LAKE ROAD, 40.0 ACRES

OWNERS NAME TAX ID NO LEGAL DESCRIPTION
2011 
TAX

2012 
TAX

TOTAL 
TAX 
DUE

PENALTY/
COST/

INTEREST
**AS OF 4/07/15

COURT 
COSTS & 

ADVERTISING 
FEES

TOTAL  
DUE

**NOTE: Interest amounts shown are the amounts due on April 7, 2015.  Interest continues to accrue on unpaid tax at twelve percent.  Each property shall be assessed apportioned costs of 
foreclosure (including, but not limited to, court costs, costs of publication and mailing, and attorney fees). � e amounts shown on this list do not include the apportioned costs of foreclosure.
� is list is available for public inspection at the o�  ce of the Borough Clerk at 103 � ird Avenue, Haines, AK.  A petition for JUDGMENT and DECREE OF FORECLOSURE has been � led with the 
SUPERIOR COURT in Juneau, Alaska.

The Haines Borough Assembly on 
April 28, 2015, set the following 
public hearings:

Ordinance 15-02-401
(Third hearing is 5/26/15)

An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Haines 
Borough Code Title 3, Chapter 
70, Section 40 to establish a 
procedure for community purpose 
exemptions.
 

Ordinance 15-04-407
(First hearing is 5/12/15; 

second hearing is 5/26/15)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough, Alaska, providing for 
the establishment and adoption of 
the budget of the Haines Borough 
for the period July 1, 2015 through 
June 30, 2016.
 

Ordinance 15-04-408
(First hearing is 5/12/15; 

second hearing is 5/26/15)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough providing for the addition 
or amendment of specific line 
items to the FY15 budget.
 

Ordinance 15-04-409
(First hearing is 5/12/15; 

second hearing is 5/26/15)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Haines 
Borough Code Title 18 Section 
18.100.025 to allow with planning 
commission approval lot line 
adjustments and lot consolidations 
resulting in lot(s) non-conforming 
in size.

Assembly meetings are 6:30pm 
in the Assembly Chambers at the 
Public Safety Building.
 
More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
gov.  Oral comments may be made 
at the public hearings or you can 
send written comments to P.O. 
Box 1209, Haines, AK  99827 or 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us.          (18b)

Therapeutic Massage 
                    & Craniosacral Work
303-7036   Liz Marantz-Falvey -  CMT

desert tortoises. They walked 12 
kilometers transects each day, for 
a total of 384 kilometers, or about 
238 miles. Highlights included 
finding four Mojave green 
rattlesnakes, a sidewinder, wild 
burros, a bobcat and mountain 
lion tracks. Wildflowers and cacti 
were blooming as well.

  R e e d  A n a l i t a  S c o t t -
Schwalbach was recently elected 
to represent Oregon on the National 
Education Association’s board of 
directors. The position also places 
her on the Oregon Executive 
Committee, which helps run the 
Oregon Education Association. 

Monday, May 4
 A caller reported possible 
neglect of an animal at a 
household on FAA Road. The 
Haines Animal Rescue Kennel 
was advised.
 Police received a 911 call for a 
wound to the hand, but the caller 
did not want an ambulance.
Sunday, May 3
 A Mud Bay Road resident 
reported a four-wheeler illegally 
using the Chilkat River beach. 
An officer was notified.
 A traveler on Mud Bay Road 
called dispatch on behalf of 
a  m o t o r c y c l i s t  s t ra n d e d 
near Chilkat State Park. The 
motorcyclist needed a ride back 
to town. A taxi was contacted to 
pick up the motorcyclist.
 A Small Tracts Road resident 
repor ted a person walking 
toward town who was yelling 
threatening remarks at houses 
and passing cars. An officer 
contacted the man and told him 
to stop.
 A Mud Bay Road resident 

came to the station to report 
her husband was arguing with 
her about custody of their 
children. An officer responded 
and determined the children 
weren’t in danger and no crime 
had been committed. The parties 
were given contact information 
for family crisis resources.
 A 911 caller said he was 
trying to contact Haines City, Fla.
Saturday, May 2
 A resident living near 34 
Mile Haines Highway reported 
a brush fire near 33.5 Mile. 
Klehini Valley Fire Department 
volunteers responded and put 
out the fire. Troopers were also 
notified.
Friday, May 1
 Police received a report of 
white and gray smoke in the area 
of FAA and Small Tracts roads. 
Fire depar tment personnel 
responded but were unable to 
locate the source of the fire. The 
smoke had started to diminish, 
and fire department personnel 
said they would look into it again 

if the smoke continued.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
parked in a handicap zone on 
Main Street. An officer responded 
and contacted the vehicle owner, 
who had a handicap permit.
 A Fourth Avenue resident 
reported a problem with her child 
following directions. An officer 
spoke with the caller and told her 
police are unable to intervene 
unless there is a safety issue.
Thursday, April 30
 A caller repor ted a loud 
vehicle and people talking 
outside of a bar on Main Street. 
An officer responded, but those 
creating the disturbance had left.
Wednesday, April 29
 A person living in the area 
of Major Road reported tools 
worth more than $5,000 were 
taken from his garage. A case 
was initiated and assigned to an 
officer.
 An of f icer  repor ted an 
unsecured door at a business 
off Beach Road. The responsible 
party was notified.

 A Deishu Drive resident 
reported she was unable to 
make contact with a man to 
whom she loaned $20. She was 
advised this was a civil matter 
and she would have to contact 
the court if she didn’t receive her 
money.
 A 27 Mile Haines Highway 
resident reported receiving a 
fraudulent phone call about 
winning a trip on a cruise ship. 
An officer was advised.
Tuesday, April 28
 An officer tried to contact a 
man camping illegally off Lutak 
Road near the ferry terminal. 
The camper had been in the 
area since April 15. The officer 
eventually contacted the man 
and told him to leave the site. 
The man said he would.
 A Mud Bay Road resident 
repor ted someone on his 
property. It was determined the 
caller didn’t have an ongoing 
emergency. Troopers were 
notified.

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in 
the US. Help prevent it by
calling

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Careline 
1-877-

266-HELP 
or text 

“4HELP” 
to 839863.

Her duties include lobbying the 
Oregon Congressional delegation, 
working with the state president 
and vice presidents to run the 
state union, and working with 
other NEA directors to develop 
policy and direction for the 
association. Reed is a Spanish 
teacher at Centennial High School 
in Gresham.

  Opening day for the Haines 
Farmers Market is coming up, and 
the group is looking for volunteers 
and vendors for the 2015 season. 
The market runs every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., June 6 
through Sept. 12. The market 

Big Retirement Party
for

  Sandy June-Degen, Barbara Pardee
& Alice Bachman

Farewell to Kristy Totten, Lindsey Moore, 
Wendy Albrecht & Denice Spencer

Saturday, May 16, Harriett Hall
5:30 pm • Potluck Dinner 6 pm 

Beer & Wine for sale
Playground for Kids

Bring Photos & Stories

Live Music
Ed’s Plumbing, 6:30

No gifts, please!

Cover charge $10, Kids are Free 
Money raised beyond

party expenses donated to
Chilkat Valley Preschool

needs help during market days 
with set-up, clean-up and running 
the information booth. Musicians 
to keep things lively are also 
needed. Vendor and volunteer 
applications are available at www.
hainesfarmersmarket.org. 
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Un-Classified Ads

RECYCLE!

GARAGE SALE: Sat & Sun, 9-3, 
256 Gruening. Auto, boat, 
household items. No checks. 
(18f)

HOUSE FOR RENT at 26 Mile 
beginning June 1. Spacious 
house, three bedroom, one 
bath. Large sunny yard with 
garden. $1000 per month.  Call 
for details 314-0409. (18cb)

DOWNTOWN FURNISHED studio 
apartment for rent. $600/mo + 
electric. 907-314-0411. (44cb)

JOSEPH IS STILL LOOKING for 
a small, inexpensive office to 
rent to open a hair-cutting shop. 
766-2317. (15-18p/cb)

FURNISHED 2 BR apartment in 
Fort area, Jacuzzi tub, W/D, 
DW, deck, garden box, garage, 
mountains and water view.
No Smoking. Yearly lease. 
Reference required. From 
6/14/2015. $800/mo (taxes 
included) + Utilities. 907-314-
0772. domusfelix@gmail.com. 
(18b)

NOTICE: Despite recent budget 
cuts to the Forestry office, the 
Stump Company will continue 
to serve all its customers: 
Thank you for your past and 
hopefully continued support! 
(15-18p)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
P E L L E T  F U R N AC E  I N 
STOCK! Safe, Clean, Efficient, 
WOOD PELLET HEAT!  With 
5 year warranty! We also stock 
Thermo-pex tubing and parts 
needed for installation. Alaska 
Native Arts and Foods 800-
766-5406 or 907-303-0130. 
(14-29b)

GARAGE SALE: Sat. May 9, 7 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Boat gear, 
camping gear, fishing gear and 
lots more. 2.5 Mile Lutak Road 
(at the big saw blade). (18f)

NUKDIK PT/HAVEN Ct, 1.6 
acres view lot. Warm southern 
exposure. $128k. 970-261-
8630. (17-21b)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD: 
Treelength, truckload quantities. 
867-634-2311. dimoktimber@
gmail.com. www.dimoktimber.
com.(33cb)

COMMUNITY FAMILY SERVICE 
WORKER. We are looking for 
someone who wants to have 
a meaningful career helping 
people in the field of behavioral 
health.  This person must be 
willing and able to provide 
a variety of services, from 
advocating for individuals in 
the behavioral health system to 
providing prevention services 
to the public and students in the 
educational system.  Please go 
to http://www.searhc.org and 
apply online.  Preference given 
per PL 93-638. (15-18p)

SARAH J’s is currently accepting 
applications for 2015 season. 
Please send letter of interest/
resume or  quest ions  to 
sljaymot@hotmail.com. (16cb)

ENJOYABLE WORK with our 
esteemed elders at Haines 
Assisted Living. Looking for 
person to assist in providing 
resident care one or two nights 
a week and/or some evenings. 
13/hr; 13.50 w/CNA. $1/hr 
night pay differential. Some 
cooking/baking. Background 
check required. Pick up an 
application, or go to www.
ha inesass is ted l iv ing .org 
for more information and 
application. If questions, call 
766-3616. HAL is an eoe. Open 
until filled. (17,18b)

POSITION OPENING
Firefighter/Training Officer

FT, perm., union position. Minimum 
Qualifications: HS Diploma or 
equiv.; callout response time within 
10 min. from primary residence; 
good physical health. Starting 
wage: $20.10-$21.10 per hr. Get 
job desc. & required borough 
app. from the Clerk, 103 S. 3rd 
Ave, Haines, 766-2231, jcozzi@
haines.ak.us, or online at www.
hainesalaska.gov. App. deadline: 
5pm, 5/15/15, or thereafter until 
filled. EOE.  (17,18b)

POSITION OPENING
Assistant Harbormaster

FT, perm., union position. Minimum 
Qualifications: HS Diploma or 
equiv.; AKDL; administrative exp.; 
good physical health. Starting 
wage: $17.09-$18.09 per hr. Get 
job desc. & required borough 
app. from the Clerk, 103 S. 3rd 
Ave, Haines, 766-2231, jcozzi@
haines.ak.us, or online at www.
hainesalaska.gov. App. deadline: 
5pm, 5/13/15, or thereafter until 
filled. EOE. (17,18b)

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VACANCY:  The Haines Borough 
School District is looking for a 
25 FTE Construction Teacher 
for the upcoming school year.  
Position closes on May 11th. 
Please contact Ashley at 766-
6725 or ashley@hbsd.net for more 
information. (18b)

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Haines School Roof Maintenance
Sol ic i t ing sealed bids from 
qualified contractors to perform 
work for the above project. Bid 
deadline: 2pm local time, Wed., 
5/20/15, at Clerk’s Office, Borough 
Admin Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., 
PO Box 1209, Haines, AK 99827. 
Bids may be hand-delivered or 
mailed. Bid documents available 
at www.hainesalaska.gov/rfps 
. Contact Clerk for more info: 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us; 907-766-
2231 ext. 31 or 36. (18b)

47  29 0 
40  32 0.30 
49  29 0 
49  27 0 
52  27 0 
53  29     0 
57  29 0 

Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date          High     Low      Rain    Day       Date            High      Low     Rain   
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

April 28
April 29
April 30
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 4

46  36        0.41 
46  36        0.16 
52  36       Trace 
53  38     0 
54  36 0 
60  34 0 
61         36     0 

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp.: 46.4 deg.

April 28
April 29
April 30
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 4

Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

“Be strong and take heart, all 
you who hope in the Lord.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm 31:24

Mechanic 
on Duty

766-2869
Hours:

M-Sat  9-5:30
closed Sun

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Holy Communion
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-3041

BUSINESS DIRECTORY




 










314-0434
John Hedrick

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can � nd you.
$15 per square,

per week

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

Forgot your web for next 
summer? Momoi web in 
stock SH-15 & UR-19  is  
going fast! Call now for 

sizes still available.

www.sginc.com

Personal and Commercial Insurance
Individual and Group Health Insurance

Life Insurance
(907) 586-2414 • (907) 789-2446

Shattuck & Grummett
I   N   S   U   R   A   N   C   E

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
We have Bott om Paint

STIHL Chainsaws & outdoor 
equipment

Canal Marine & AutoLawn Development and 
Erosion Control

      B STRONG
 HYDROSEEDING     

  SERVICE 

767-5415
jimbstrong@gmail.com

J 

Houlberg
Plumbing & Heating, LLC.

Plumbing & Heating Services
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693
~Serving the Valley since 1994~

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

Just In!
New Discraft & Innova Golf Discs,

Timex Watches, Gerber Pliers, Knives & Axes,
Sunbelt & Julbo Sunglasses, Bivys, Hammocks,

MSR, Black Diamond & Eureka Tents,
Paddle Gloves & Steripen Water Filters

Happy Mother’s Day!
Remember your Mother

on her special day
Sunday, May 10th

Ad space donated by Chilkat Valley News

Pet of the Week
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WAFER from page 1

Eileen Wafer

Some Things Fishy Gift Shop
Season Re-Opening May 22nd!

Daily Hours 10am - 4pm, Mon - Sat
Check out our new fabric combinations and

never before seen unique products.

Located at the Haines Packing Cannery 5.5 Mile Mud Bay Road

 

 

 

Call 766 3645 for 
more information  
or to register 

 

Shannon McPhetres 
HOH Volunteer 

Coordinator 
Family & Community 

Dynamic 
 

Brigid O’Connor, 
R.N. PHN3 

Understanding  
Disease Conditions, 

Pain & Symptom 
Management 

 

 
Beverly McLaughlin (left) 
Haines Program Supervisor 
Cornerstone Home Health 
Body Mechanics & Client 
Comfort 

 

Hospice of Haines 
Volunteer Training 2015  

Tuesday & Thursday, Eves, 6-9 p.m. 
May 26 & 28, June 2 & 4 plus 

Saturdays, May 30, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
& Saturday, June 6, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 

 

Liz Marantz-Falvey 
HOH Bereavement 

Facilitator 
Volunteer Roles, 
Communication, 

Confidentiality,  
Grief, Loss and 

Transitions 
 

Al Badgley 
Haines Volunteer 
Fire Department 
& Ambulance Crew 
Home Death 
 in Haines 

Please call if you’d like to take the  
training but have scheduling conflicts. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the first  
session to learn about our program. 

 

Vince Hansen 
Haines Assisted 

Living  
Administrator 
Alzheimer’s & 

Dementia 

Oriental Medicine Treats
• Aches & Pains
• Digestive Complaints
• Allergies,  and more

The
Yearbooks
are here!

Available at the 
school o�  ce 
for $25.00

In the late evening of June 9, 
1982, Lois’s friend Ruthie Davis 
showed up at the motel room 
asking if Lois wanted to go shoot 
a game of pool across town. 
“Eileen said, ‘Oh Mom, don’t 
go downtown with Ruthie.’ She 
didn’t want me to leave, but I said 
I’d be back pretty quick. So I went 
ahead and went.”

Lois left around midnight, 
leaving her daughter in charge 
of her two young siblings. When 
she returned two hours later, the 
motel room door was unlocked. 
Eileen was gone, and the boys 
were asleep.

Lois said the boys don’t 
remember anything because they 
were asleep the entire time, though 
Gene vaguely recalled hearing 
voices. “He felt like he woke up 
and heard somebody talking, like 
somebody was talking to Eileen,” 
she said. “He didn’t know if he 
was just dreaming or what.”

Lois reported her daughter 
missing on June 10, but police 
treated Eileen as a runaway. 
Eileen’s aunt Phyllis Martin, 
who died in 2006, told the Lynn 
Canal News at the time that local 
police wouldn’t perform a search 
for Eileen until seven days had 
passed.

“They treated me like she was a 
lowly citizen and it wasn’t worth 
looking for her,” Lois said. “They 
just acted like it was nothing.”

Family and local volunteers 
organized a town-wide search, 
with Eileen’s older brother Corey 
flying down from Anchorage 
to help. An hour after Corey 
arr ived in  Haines,  he and 
Eileen’s boyfriend Sean Hannon 
discovered her partially unclothed 
body in some bushes on the beach, 
near where the Chilkat Cruises 
dock stands today.

An autopsy showed Eileen 
had been sexually assaulted 
and strangled with heavy twine 
commonly used in commercial 
fishing. It remains unclear whether 
she was killed on the beach or if 
her body was dumped there later. 
Investigators found no drag marks 
and noted that party-goers who 
had been using the beach during 
the days she was missing hadn’t 
seen her body there.

The lack of an initial police 
response and movement of the 
body by Haines officials before 
state investigators arrived caused 
a flurry of accusations about 
incompetence, crime scene 
contamination, and a possible 
cover-up, Lois said.

By 1995, the case ran ice 
cold. DNA tests had eliminated 
all suspects, and leads were 
exhausted. No arrests were ever 
made, and no suspect was ever 
publicly identified.

In 2009, around the 27th 
anniversary of Wafer’s death, 
Alaska’s cold case unit reopened 
her case and began a media 
campaign to drum up new leads. 
Investigators hoped someone 
would remember something odd, 
or hear something on the rumor 
mill, or muster the courage to 
speak.

Unfortunately, the case’s 
reopening yielded few tips.

Lois and investigators theorize 
the killer was someone Eileen 
knew. She was a responsible 
babysitter, and wouldn’t have left 
her brothers in the motel room 
without good reason. Lois also 

found cigarette butts and two 
ashtrays in the apartment when 
she returned to the room the night 
Eileen went missing, indicating 
Eileen probably knew the killer 
enough to let the person inside.

Wafer also suspects the killer 
was watching the motel when 
she left to play pool, and knew 
Eileen and the two children had 
been left alone.

“When I left to go play pool 
with Ruthie Davis, I think he was 
watching, because I didn’t take 
my car. I rode with her in her 
pick-up and left my car there at 
the motel,” she said.

Wafer  said invest igators 
haven’t followed up on several 
people over the years, including 
a man her sister Gay Wheelock 
ran into on the Haines Highway 
shortly after Eileen’s body was 
discovered. The young man was 
heading north, and Gay was 
heading south to Haines. The 
man was wearing a shirt that said 
“Haines, Alaska” and Gay tried to 
strike up a conversation.

“He wouldn’t talk to her and 
was in a big hurry to get out of 
there,” Lois said. “Of course, it 
might not have been anything, but 
it’s kind of funny. Something was 
weird about it.”

It’s been hard keeping up 
with the case, especially as a 
rotating cast of investigators has  
been assigned to it, Lois said. “I 
called up there a couple times to 
Anchorage to see if anything was 
being done, and they had changed 
detectives and I have never heard 
anything.”

Lois said she was surprised and 
disappointed to hear the cold case 
unit was being dissolved due to 
budget cuts. “With the oil revenue 
money and everything else that 
the state of Alaska has, it seems 
to me they could keep (the cold 
case unit) going for people who 
have been waiting all these years. 
Waiting and waiting and waiting.”

“I’m not getting any younger,” 
she added. “It really bothers me 
that even though I know she is 
in God’s hands now and is going 
to be resurrected, she still has 
brothers and sisters who have 
been waiting and hoping for the 
police to get back on the case.”

                   • • •
Of all the unsolved cases 

investigator Tim Hunyor worked 
during his career, Wafer’s was one 
of two that persistently nagged 
at him.

“I really wanted to get to the 
bottom of it,” Hunyor said in an 
interview this week from his home 
in Portage, Ohio. “That one and 

one in Sitka were, I guess you 
could say, my pet peeves. They 
were both young girls who were 
sexually assaulted and murdered.”

Hunyor started with Alaska’s 
cold case unit in 2006. When 
Wafer ’s case was reopened 
in 2009, he became the lead 
investigator.

“I was just reviewing the case 
and re-interviewing everybody. 
We were looking at some people 
that might be people of interest,” 
Hunyor said. “I looked into it 
quite extensively. I made a couple 
trips down to Haines to talk to 
people, met up with friends of 
(Wafer’s) in Wasilla.”

He interviewed friends, cousins, 
random people in town he got tips 
about. “Whenever a name would 
come up, I followed it,” Hunyor 
said. “If I felt strongly about it, I’d 
take their DNA.”  

Still, nothing substantial ever 
materialized. “Everybody was 
ruled out by DNA. Basically, it 
was at a standstill. All the leads 
were exhausted.”

Hunyor retired in 2011.
The only hope of finding 

Eileen’s killer likely lies with the 
Combined DNA Index System, 
Hunyor said. CODIS is a national 
repository of DNA profiles from 
casework and offender samples 
from all 50 states. The database 
compares forensic evidence 
collected from known offenders 
all over the country with unknown 
samples, like the DNA in Wafer’s 
case, and searches for a match.

The only other option for a 
breakthrough likely lies with the 
killer. “They may get drunk and 
start talking to somebody. That 
could happen,” Hunyor said.

When Hunyor retired, the 
case fell on the other cold 
case investigators, including 
Jim Stogsdill. Stogsdill, who 
lives in Soldotna, is one of the 
investigators who will be laid 
off because of the Department 
of Public Safety’s decision to cut 
the unit.

If the unit closes, which it almost 
certainly will, Commissioner 
Gary Folger said the cases will be 

reassigned to active investigators.
“In reality, that is going to be 

a difficult thing to accomplish, 
because those guys have new 
cases coming in every day,” 
Stogsdill said. “These cases are 
going to be – I don’t want to say 
ignored – but nobody is going to 
pay much attention to them.”

With a cold case unit, the 
investigators get to know the 
cases: the players, the timeline, 
the evidence. “We don’t have 
any distractions with new crimes 
rolling in every day. We have an 
opportunity to spend some time 
with them. It takes the time to 
be familiar with them,” Stogsdill 
said.

Since learning of the budget 
cuts, Stogsdill has informed some 
families of the unit’s impending 
closure. “They are disappointed, 
because the reality is the chances 
of their cases being solved any 
time soon is nil, frankly.”

• • •
In 2011, a woman named Karen 

Foster tried to breathe new life 
into Wafer’s case and the cold 
cases of three other murdered 
Alaskan women.

Foster’s 18-year-old daughter 
Bonnie Craig was found dead 
in Anchorage’s McHugh Creek 
on Sept. 28, 1994. The rape and 
murder went unsolved until 2006, 
when the DNA database CODIS 
linked a sample from Kenneth 
Dion to Craig’s death. Dion had 
been picked up for several armed 
robberies in another state. He was 
convicted in 2011.

Foster originally founded 
the Homicide Reward Fund to 
generate tips in her daughter’s 
murder, but after Dion was 
convicted, she offered up to 
$20,000 for information leading 
to an arrest and conviction in four 
other unsolved murders, including 
Wafer’s.

Foster said this week from her 
home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
that cutting the cold case unit to 
save the state $383,000 a year is 
“outrageous.”

“They pay that for like 500 feet 
of road in some parts of Alaska,” 

Foster said.
By the time Dion was linked to 

Bonnie Craig’s murder via DNA, 
there were over 10,000 pages of 
investigation materials, 240 hours 
of audio interviews and 110 DNA 
tests in Craig’s case file, Foster 
said. Without a cold case unit, that 
information would just be dumped 
into the lap of an unfamiliar 
investigator juggling dozens of 
other active cases.

“They may miss  out  on 
things, because they are not 
knowledgeable about the cold 
case,” Foster said. “If you get a 
tip saying, ‘Oh, I think so and so 
did it.’ Well, how much do you 
think an investigator that doesn’t 
know anything about the case is 
going to be able to go over that 
case and try to figure out, ‘Oh, 
this is a valid tip,’ or, ‘This is a 
disgruntled person?’”

In  addi t ion  to  be ing  an 
emotional blow to the families of 
cold case victims, closure of the 
unit also represents a public safety 
issue, Foster said.

“That is incredibly devastating 
for the families that they know 
someone is going to get away with 
murder, but even more important 
for the general public is they have 
to realize there is a killer walking 
the streets because we’re not 
investigating these cold cases,” 
she said.

Haines resident Nora Krake 
said that’s a fact that still haunts 
her. Krake, 79, lived in Haines 
when Wafer was killed. Her son, 
Richard Clayton, went to Haines 
High with Wafer and was in her 
class.

“She was an innocent little 
girl,” Krake said in an interview 
this week.

Krake said she finds there are 
fewer and fewer people around 
with whom to discuss Wafer’s 
case. Many of the people who 
were here at the time of the killing 
have moved away or died, she 
said.

 “I just hope and pray that it 
gets solved,” Krake said of the 
case. “I just want it to be closed 
before I die.”


