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Only mainline ferry
canceled until March

By Ceri Godinez
March 1 is now the earliest
the Matanuska will be up and
running, the Department of
Transportation announced in a
press release Wednesday evening.
February sailings have been cenceled
while the vessel returns to the
shpyard in Ketchikan for further
troubleshooting.
Casey Thomsen, an employee at
the Haines ferry terminal, said he
spent Wednesday morning calling
passengers and refunding tickets.
He said it was the fourth time he had
made such calls this winter.
The department said it “is exploring
options for alternative service in the
event Matanuska is unable to return to
service as planned,” suggesting there
will be no ferry options before March.
While February sailings are still
listed on the marine highway’s
website, the next sailing from Juneau
to Haines available for booking is
a Tazlina sailing on March 6. The
next Matanuska sailing scheduled
to arrive in Haines is on March 7.
Assuming these dates don’t
change, Haines will have been
Liz Segars drives past a Whitehorse player during the championship game of this year’s Dick Hotch Memorial
Basketball Tournament. The Haines Team defeated Whitehorse in the final seconds of the game after Fran
Daley scored two free throws to give them a two-point victory. Mike Ganey scores a layup for the Klukwan
team during Sunday’s championship game against the Alaska Sport Shop team. Alaska Sport Shop won
the men’s division championship. Kyle Clayton photos.

Fort Seward hauntings investigated

By Ceri Godinez
Those who believe Haines is
haunted may finally have the
confirmation they’ve been seeking.
“Ghost Hunters” has come to town,
and while the cast and crew of the
paranormal investigation reality TV
series cannot comment on their work
before the show’s air date later this
spring, their presence has unearthed
tales of supernatural encounters from
a number of Haines residents.
So far, the ghost-hunting team
has spoken to locals including Lee
Heinmiller, Skylar McGuire, and
Travis Kukull about the history of
Fort Seward and their encounters
with ghosts.
Kukull said the team interviewed
him about a paranormal encounter

he experienced his first summer in
Haines while working and living at
the Hotel Halsingland. “It’s a creepy,
old hotel with a lot of history,”
Kukull said. “I immediately thought
it was ‘The Shining.’ That’s what
everybody thinks when they walk in.”
That summer nearly 14 years ago,
an old man appeared in Kukull’s
room at the hotel and grabbed him
by the arm, he said. “He looked kind
of like an old, black and white film.
It didn’t have any speaking, it was
clipping in and out. I felt paralyzed
until he disappeared, and then I
screamed.” Kukull said this was the
first time he had ever encountered
a ghost.
Until then, Kukull said he liked the
idea of believing in ghosts, but “you

don’t really believe that kind of stuff
is going to happen to you.”
The last time Kukull worked at
the hotel, he had several paranormal
experiences. Each time, he was
sleeping with his back facing the
door and heard someone walk into
the room, keys jingling, “and then
someone tried to shake me awake,”
he said. Like his encounter with the
old man, Kukull couldn’t speak or
move until the apparition vanished.
He began sleeping facing the door
to avoid being crept up on.
After these encounters, he called
his wife, Rachel Kukull, to tell her
what had happened. “She told me
she didn’t believe in ghosts,” Kukull

See GHOST page 3

Last month’s weather record was
accurate, but not meaningful
By Kyle Clayton
Although Haines set an official record for 24-hour
snowfall on Jan. 26, volunteer weather observers have
recorded deeper accumulations.
Data compiled by National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) goes back 20 years for its
weather station currently at West Fair Drive. And while
last month’s snowfall is technically a record for that
observation site, formerly at Paul Swift’s house and
now at Jim Green’s, other locations have recorded many
more inches.
Annie Boyce remembers when she and her husband
Paul Swift collected weather data. “It was sometime in
the early ‘90s when we had a lot of snow,” Boyce said.

“They called school off. I’m going to say it was about
three feet in about a 24-hour period.”
While 24 inches in 24 hours is a lot of snow, weather
monitor Jim Green said, it’s “hardly a record around here.”
According to NOAA data from downtown stations and
on FAA Road, 24 inches in 24 hours has been “equaled
or bettered nine times” with the largest one-day snowfall
occurring on Feb. 1, 1991 with 38 inches, Green said.
Green included some caveats to the data, including that
snowfall is one of the most difficult of all weather elements
to accurately measure. “Comparisons of snowfall over
time and space is not actually very meaningful without
considering the actual water equivalent of the snowfall,”
Green said.

without a ferry for seven weeks when
the Tazlina finally arrives.
Last winter, Haines had roughly
three ferries a week. This year, a $43
million cut to the ferry system led to
a curtailed winter sailing schedule
throughout coastal communities.
Kodiak, Seldovia, Angoon, Tenakee
Springs, Pelican, and Gustavus are
facing multi-month gaps in service.
Haines fared slightly better, dropping
down to a single ferry a week for
the winter.
And then in late January, the
Matanuska broke down, leaving
residents in Haines and communities
including Wrangell, Petersburg,
Sitka, Skagway, and Juneau stranded.
The Alaska Marine Highway System,
which currently has a 12-ship fleet, is
down to a single operational vessel,
the 125-passenger Lituya which
shuttles between Ketchikan and
Metlakatla.
How do we go from an entire
fleet to a single operational ship?
Rep. Louise Stutes, R-Kodiak
asked ferry system officials at

See FERRY page 4

Seed company wins
regional business award
By Sylvia Heinz
Foundroot, a local seed company
and farm, is the fourth Haines
business to win Spruce Root’s
annual Path to Prosperity Award and
$25,000 in consulting and technical
assistance.
Foundroot sells open-pollinated
seeds adapted to Alaska’s climate
and has sent upward of 16,000 seed
packets to more than 65 Alaskan
communities and throughout the
Lower 48, its owners say. Their 2020
catalog, found at www.foundroot.
com, includes nine varieties of seeds
grown on their farm in Haines. In
the past two years they have begun
selling local produce, herbs, and
flowers in Haines and to the broader
Southeast Alaska community.
Spruce Root is a community
development financial institution
(CDFI) that works to increase
economic, social, and environmental
resilience in Southeast Alaska. It
provides loan capital, business
coaching, workshops, and runs the
annual Path to Prosperity business
plan competition which is made
possible through a partnership with
The Nature Conservancy and the
Sustainable Southeast Partnership.
This year, the two Southeast Alaska
businesses to win the $25,000 award
were Foundroot and Village Coffee
Company, a drive-thru espresso shop
in Yakutat run by Justyne Wheeler.
The two winning businesses were
chosen from 13 finalists that were
selected to participate in Path to

Prosperity’s Business Boot Camp.
During Boot Camp, finalists are
trained in the “triple bottom line”
approach to building a business by
learning to measure profitability
alongside environmental and social
impacts of their business.
Nick Schlosstein and Leah
Wagner, owners of Foundroot,
moved their lives and business
from Palmer to Haines five years
ago because they believed it was
the best climate and location for the
venture. “The challenges we faced
and the sacrifices we have made have
kept us committed to this cause,”
Schlosstein said.
Foundroot was founded in 2012
as a seed company with the express
purpose of bringing better seeds to
Alaskan gardens, its owners said.
They began by sourcing openpollinated seeds proven for Alaskan
growing conditions. Upon moving to
Haines, they began the grueling work
of clearing land and getting it ready to
farm. Two years ago, they succeeded
in getting their farm operational and
began growing seeds at a commercial
scale in Haines. In their 2020 catalog,
Foundroot has nine varieties grown
on their farm.
“Ninety-three percent of the
diversity of (America’s) seed supply
was lost during the twentieth
century.” Wagner said. “What that
means is that many of the varieties
that thrive in places like Alaska

See SEEDS page 6

Assembly members
propose library,
Martin to serve final semester as principal
museum consolidation
New principal search begins this week
By Kyle Clayton
Longtime teacher and Haines
School principal Rene Martin
submitted her letter of resignation
from the school district this week. At
Tuesday’s board meeting, the school
board accepted her resignation,
effective June 8, and outlined the
process for a new principal search.
Martin moved to Haines in 1992
and began teaching at the school 13
years ago, when this year’s graduating
class were kindergarteners.
“It’s bittersweet,” Martin said
of her decision. “It’s a little scary.
It’s exciting. It’ll be tough to leave.
Haines has been my home since
1992.”
She said for the past six months
she’s been considering pursuing
a graduate program, advocating
for mental health programs in
schools, moving back to Michigan
to be with her parents or working
in Bureau of Indian Affairs schools
in the American Southwest. Her
husband’s death in 2017 caused her
to reconsider her goals as an educator.
Rick Martin, Rene’s husband,
worked as a maintenance man at
the school. His death brough to the
surface allegations from former

male students including Martin of
sexual abuse at the hands of former
superintendent, principal and teacher
Karl Ward.
“With Rick’s death, does that
change my purpose? Is there
something that I’m not seeing that
my skillset could help me with,”
Rene Martin said. “I really thought
I’d retire out of Haines. It’s just
really difficult to live here without
Rick. You see him in everything, in
all our projects and everything we
have going on.”
Martin will find out by the end
of the month whether or not she’s
been accepted to graduate school.
Martin worked as the manager of the
Bamboo Room for 10 years before
pursuing a degree in education. She
later became the high school English
teacher, and a teacher at Klukwan
School for one year. She’s been
principal for the past five years.
Martin said she’s confident she’s
leaving the school with a stable,
competent staff. “Roy Getchell is the
right man to be here. Kim Sundberg
has done a great job as dean,” Martin
said. “Our school’s in a really good
spot.”

At Tuesday’s school board
meeting, members thanked Martin
for her service to the school.
“Thank you, Rene, not only for
your many years of work but also
seeing this big picture and needs of
the school and even while stepping
out, making it relatively easy for us,”
Michael Wald said. “Thank you for
letting us know in a really timely
way. That is appreciated.”
Superintendent Getchell said the
district would post the principal
position for three weeks beginning
Feb. 7. On Feb. 10 a public survey
will be accessible to residents on the
district website. The district plans
to create student, school staff and
community groups to take comments
about what each wants in a principal.
Getchell said they hope to interview
candidates in early March and have a
recommendation for hire by April 7.
Applications will be available for
public review.
The district has hired a local for the
job dating back to the early 1970s.
“The principalship is a big deal,”
Getchell said. “It’s the everyday
face of the school district at the
front door.”

By Kyle Clayton
While Government Affairs and
Services Committee members were
disinclined to include an assembly
chamber in the public library’s
expansion project, two expressed
interest in consolidating the museum
or the visitor center with the library.
“I think the borough needs to
think of consolidating more,” GAS
committee member Gabe Thomas
said during a meeting this week. “I
think the library is a prime start up.
We can think of other things …the
museum for example. I don’t see
why we couldn’t see the museum
and library together and utilize that
space.”
Committee member Brenda
Josephson, who voted last year
against spending $30,000 to fund
preliminary designs for an assembly
chambers expansion, said the
museum’s displays, and perhaps
storage, could be incorporated into
a library expansion project. She said
eliminating redundancies between
library and museum services would
save money.
She cited an architectural report last
year that listed myriad deficiencies in
the museum’s building including lack

of ADA access, deferred maintenance
on the exterior envelope, roof
and siding problems, antiquated
mechanical and electrical systems
and high operating costs due to
inefficient systems.
“I became acutely aware of how
much of a challenge this building
is by (the museum director’s)
presentation,” Josephson said of
a November meeting at which
the assembly approved a grant
application that would improve
ADA access. “It made me feel like
‘Why are we putting a dollar into this
building?’” Josephson told the CVN.
At the GAS meeting, she said she
opposes the cost of adding assembly
chambers into the expansion project,
which is estimated to cost between
$600,000 and $700,000.
While the library’s expansion will
be funded through grants and Friends
of the Library fundraising efforts,
Josephson said she’s concerned also
about increased operating costs.
She cited the rising operating costs
of the library’s first expansion, and
proposed cutting the library’s budget
by 10 percent last year.

See GAS page 2
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Letters to the Editor
Lapp appointment conflicts with voters

Jerry Lapp? I can think of few people who represent the antithesis
of Mr. Sean Maidy’s views and politics more than Jerry. The voters
chose Maidy, who has interests in the environment, healthy rivers
and fish, and long-term choices for the people who live here. I won’t
say Maidy and Lapp are diametrically opposed in their philosophies,
but either of the other two applicants would have been far, far closer
to Maidy’s politics than your choice. You had the chance to represent
the spirit and politics of the voters, but you instead chose someone
who represents yours. I will remember this (as will others) when each
of your seats comes to an end.
John Hunt

Thanks for neighborly snow removal

Thank you to everyone who has been moving snow. I appreciate the
neighbors with shovels. The private contractors diligently keeping
driveways and parking lots clear. The Borough guys who gently
remove driveway berms while also maintaining the roads. Of course
the State guys, who are most certainly doing extra as we all know
their budget has been reduced.
I will admit I am a bit over all this snow and ready to be awoken
by birds. But for now, I appreciate the distant beeps of the plow
trucks that serenade the early mornings. As I lay in my warm bed I
have a deep gratitude for those out in the dark and cold mornings
making sure Haines’ roads are safe. Thank you to all of you and your
families who take up the slack at home while you’re out taking care
of the community.
Best,
Sarah Elliott

GAS from page 1

“The reason the library’s operating
cost expanded is they had a bigger
building,” Josephson said. “Now
I’m concerned about them getting a
bigger, bigger building.”
Borough manager Debra Schnabel
said she and borough administrative
staff are supportive of adding
assembly chambers. Besides
relocating the chambers from the
dilapidated 50-year-old public safety
building, which fails to comply with
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
it would be cheaper overall to include
the expansion in the library’s project.
“As a single-use facility, assembly
chambers are not cost-effective,
operationally. The cost can be
justified when sited within a space
for broader community purposes,”
Schnabel wrote in a memo supportive
of the assembly addition.
Assembly member Stephanie
Scott attended the meeting, and said
the library is a place where people
are reflective, and that an assembly
chamber, where residents often
engage in heated debate, doesn’t
belong in such a space. She later told
the CVN she’s opposed to combining
the museum or visitor center in the
library for the same reasons.
“That doesn’t mean I’m not aware
of the deficits in the tourism building
or the museum building, but I don’t
think that’s the solution we should
pursue,” Scott said.

In the meantime, library advisory
board members asked the committee
to give them some indication
of whether or not they support
the assembly chambers in the
expansion, an addition some said
they are ambivalent about. The
project has been in the works for
several years, and the estimated
costs have increased since the idea
to add the assembly chambers was
introduced. If the assembly approves
the 65% design, the board can begin
fundraising efforts for the project
that’s now estimated to cost between
$1.4 and $3.2 million depending on
the project’s scope.
“It’s a pretty modest project on
the face without the assembly piece
there,” board member Margaret
Friedenauer said. “I’m just reiterating
we’d like to get started on that when
you do come to a conclusion about
the 65 percent.”
Friedenauer told the CVN that the
board’s main goal is to expand staff
space. The basic expansion project
would do that, along with extending
the community room toward the
parking lot, as well as adding space
that would be used as a meeting room
behind the stacks.
The library board will discuss the
proposal to include the museum or
the visitor center in its expansion
plan at its Feb. 16 set for 4 p.m. in
the library conference room.
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Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office,
email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Thursday, February 6

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00
– 11:00 p.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.
PHAC/TAB Joint Meeting, 1:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Fish & Game advisory board meeting, 5:00
p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Free backcountry skills workshop, 5:30 – 7:30
p.m. at the Library. Theme: Wilderness First Aid.
Presented by the Department of Public Safety.
NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building
every Thursday.
Avalanche Level 1 Rec certified training
course, starts 6:00 p.m. Location TBD. This is a 24hour, four-day avalanche training. Classroom training Thursday 6:00 – 10:00 p.m. and Friday 6:00 –
9:00 p.m. Then field training on Saturday 8:00 a.m.
– 6:00 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. For
questions please contact Jeff Moskowitz at jeff@
alaskasnow.org or 314-0188. Cost $350.
NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building every Thursday.

Friday, February 7

Bear Task Force meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the assembly chambers.
Registration for ALCAN 200 and Calcutta
Auction, 5:30 p.m. at the Fogcutter Bar.

Saturday, February 8

ALCAN 200 Pre-race driver meeting, 9:00 a.m.
Start of ALCAN 200 Race, 10:00 a.m. at 42
Mile Haines Hwy.
Rescheduled Library Book Club meeting, 2:00
p.m. at the Haines Library. Will discuss Rachel
Weaver’s Point of Direction. Original meeting was
canceled due to snow closures.
ALCAN 200 Awards Ceremony and Dinner,
7:00 p.m. at the American Legion.

Sunday, February 9

ALCAN 200 Family Fun Race, 11:00 a.m. at
27 Mile-Mosquito Lake.

Tuesday, February 11

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed
Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities,
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young
children at Mosquito Lake School Community
Center. Library books can be checked out as well.
766-6422.
Find your voice, noon – 1:00 p.m. at the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill in a supportive environment. Second and fourth Thursdays
monthly. For more information, contact Ron at
766-3703.
Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Legion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to
support scholarship fundraising.
Finance Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the
assembly chambers.
Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly
chambers.

Wednesday, February 12

Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve special advisory
council meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the assembly cham-

bers.
Learn How To… Zentangle, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at
the Sheldon Museum. Learn how to create beautiful
images by drawing structured patterns.
Public Safety Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m.
at the assembly chambers.

Thursday, February 13

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at
the assembly chambers.
Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the
assembly chambers.
Environmental Assesment Public Comment
Period and Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Presented by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Alaska District. Will present an overview of the
proposed Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline Milepost 17.7
Remediation Project. See official Public Notice for
more information.

Friday, February 14

Valentine’s day.
Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
at the Sheldon Museum. Theme: Newspapers and
Community Health with Tom Morphet.

Saturday, February 15

Motorized Companion Rescue certified training course, starts 5:30 p.m. Saturday night class
and Sunday field day. Contact Timothy Thomas at
timtomakhs@gmail.com or 796-9263. Cost $100.
Find your voice, noon – 1:00 p.m. at the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill in a supportive environment. Second and fourth Thursdays
monthly. For more information, contact Ron at
766-3703.
Haines Chamber of Commerce Membership
Appreciation Banquet, 7:00 p.m. at the Harriett
Hall. Theme: “Havana Nights”.
Casino Night & Dance Party, 9:00 p.m. at
Harriett Hall. Sponsored by the Haines Chamber
of Commerce. Tickets are $10 at the door. Live
DJ, dance demonstrations from Anaya Latin Dance
company. There also will be Black Jack, Craps,
Roulette.

Monday, February 17

Northern Light Showcase, 7:00 p.m. at the
Chilkat Center. Rescheduled from January 19th.
Tickets at the door.

Tuesday, February 18

Commerce Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at
the assembly chambers.

Wednesday, February 19

Learn How To… Cook (intro), 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
at the Library. Learn basic cooking techniques from
chef Travis Kukull.

Thursday, February 20

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at
the assembly chambers.
Parks & Rec Advisory Committee meeting,
4:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Free backcountry skills workshop, 5:30 – 7:30
p.m. at the Library. Theme: Communication Devices. Presented by the Department of Public Safetyvi.
River Talk, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center Lobby. Theme: “Barracks Banter – Tales & Tunes”. $7
per person.

Duly Noted
By Tom Morphet
Jason Shull and daughter Keva
recently were in Chicago, where
Keva auditioned for college musical theater programs. A half-dozen
schools participated in a “unified”
audition there. In Los Angeles,
Keva was auditioning for Boston
Conservatory at Berklee. Jason said
he’s looking forward to playing in
the “M” bracket in the upcoming
Gold Medal basketball tournament.
To help Haines High School student government leaders travel to
an April conference, you can buy
a valentine including four homemade cupcakes, a rose and a personalized message. Student council
president Lydia Andriesen said the
sweet messages cost $20 and sales
will send students to the Alaska Association of Student Governments
meeting in Sitka. To order, call the
school or go to tinyurl.com/hbsd2020-cupcakes. Deadline is Feb.
12. Pick up at the school is Feb. 14.
Messages will be written in calligraphy by Hannah Boron.
Former Haines postmaster Bill
Hartmann is still printing with his
Wild Rose Press shop in Walker
Lake, Nev. He also serves as backup driver for the mail route from
Hawthorne to Walker Lake, so
printing and the postal service are
still in his blood. The newspaper
Bill co-founded with Ray Menaker, the Chilkat Valley News, celebrated its 54th birthday on Jan. 3.
Denise Adkins has been in town
since fall, helping mom Aleta Adkins, who injured her right wrist
in October. Denise lives in Bonnie Lake, Wash. Aleta hopes to be
mended in time for her 60th high
school reunion in Elma, Wash. She

was valedictorian of her graduating
class of 70 in 1960.
Upper highway resident Larry
Beck and Klukwan’s Christopher
Hotch attended the recent board
meeting of the Inside Passage
Electric Cooperative in Juneau.
They lobbied legislators on behalf
of Alaska’s Power Cost Equalization program, its Renewable Energy Fund and for improved ferry
service. Beck is president of the
1,300-member utility’s board of
directors. Hotch is its secretarytreasurer.
Carlee Heinmiller has been promoted to senior marketing executive at Madwire, a business marketing platform in Fort Collins, Colo.
Carlee and fiancé William Young
of Iowa are planning a June wedding in Haines.
Jimmy Buckley has been promoted to Army Chief Warrant Officer III at Fort Huachuca, Ariz. He
is an instructor of Tactical Signals
Intelligence for the 111th M.I. Brigade, 304th MI Battalion. He’s.
married to Jamie Barlow, a yoga
and fitness instructor at Cochise
College. The couple has two sons,
Luke, 12, and Elias, 10.
Joanie Snyder’s exercise routine and lifestyle were featured last
month in a Fairbanks Daily News
Miner story penned by Margaret
Friedenauer. Snyder, a devoted
Haines pool user and retired Haines
public health nurse, is 91. Read the
story at the News Miner’s website.
Haines High School senior Aurora Alten-Huber won honorable
mention in 2020 Scholastic Art
and Writing Awards, a nationwide
competition of students grades
7-12. Aurora submitted her story in

the science fiction and fantasy category. Her 3,291-word tale, “The
Labyrinth,” involves a cat unleashing ancient evil on the world.
Owen and Garrett Dixon have
returned from a trip to Thailand.
They traveled with former resident
Sebabi Leballo and enjoyed touring the nation’s markets, temples,
and beautiful beaches. Highlights
included seeing elephants and tigers, traveling by motorized scooter and eating tasty Thai food. They
also visited Tokyo and Singapore.
Donna Catotti capped a reception at the National Arts Club in
Manhattan, where her painting
“Circa 1703 – Elfreth’s Alley” was
showing, by meeting up in New
York City with several of her siblings. She also took in an art workshop at Studio Incamminati, where
Yuko Hays is a third-year student
and enjoyed dinner with Yuko, Ed
Hays and teachers who have come
to Haines in past summers for annual workshops.

Chilkat Valley
News
(ISSN8750-3336)
USPS Publication No. 500290
is published weekly, except the
last week in Dec. & first week in Jan.
Publisher: Kyle Clayton
Reporters: Ceri Godinez
Office manager: Jane Pascoe
Advertising manager: Larissa Barrett
Contributors: Lexie DeWitt,
Travis Kukull, Heather Lende

Office: Main Street, Haines.
Mailing: Box 630, Haines AK
99827

Have tip for Duly Noted?
Send ideas to:
chilkatnews@gmail.com

Letters Policy

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Tel: (907)766-2688
E-mail: chilkatnews@gmail.com
Subscription rates:
Haines, $44 plus tax;
2nd Class, Alaska/Seasonal, $51;
2nd Class, Out of state, $57;
1st Class, $78
Periodical postage paid at
Haines, AK 99827
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to
Box 630, Haines, AK 99827
Vol. LIV, Issue 5 Feb. 6, 2020

Page 3			

Chilkat Valley News 				

February 6, 2020

Capital budget requests deemed futile
By Ceri Godinez
There was a palpable lack of
enthusiasm at the Haines Borough
Assembly’s meeting to discuss
project priorities for the state’s capital
budget.
Every year, the legislature asks the
borough to submit a list of projects it
would like the state’s help financing
through the capital budget, borough
manager Debra Schnabel said at the
start of the meeting. This process
dates back to a time when they were
actually giving people money, she
said. These days, the chance of the
state funding any of the items on the
borough’s wish list is nil, Schnabel
said. “I’m not sure why we do this
now. However, it’s a good exercise.
It helps us to prioritize.”
After a brief discussion of the rules
governing capital project requests
which established that there is no
limit to the amount of funding the
borough can request nor a limit on
the number of projects, assembly
members voted unanimously to
draft a resolution naming funding
priorities for the capital budget for
the upcoming fiscal year (FY21): a
portion of the wastewater treatment
facility replacement, moorage floats
for the South Portage Cove harbor,
Second Avenue reconstruction
from Main St. to Mud Bay Rd, a
replacement design for the fire hall/
police/emergency medical facility,
renovation of the Lutak dock face,
and a municipal sludge composter.
Last year, the assembly’s wish list
for the current fiscal year (FY20)
included the same six items. The
fact that none of these made it into
the FY20 capital budget is not a
slight against Haines but a reflection
of a change in the state’s financial
situation, Sen. Jesse Kiehl said.

“Since the price of oil dropped a
few years back, the legislature has
ratchetted back the capital budget.”
Five years ago, the state’s capital
budget project list looked a lot
different. Before the price of oil
collapsed, leaving the state with
a budget deficit, the list of capital
projects broken down by district was
well over 100 pages and there were
always at least a few Haines-specific
projects. In fiscal year 2015 (FY15),
which began on July 1, 2014, the list
included three Haines projects: $20
million in federal funds for ferry
terminal modifications, $60,000 in
state funds for the school roof, and
$1.2 million in designated state funds
for the biomass project. Since then,
the word “Haines” has appeared in a
list of capital budget projects exactly
once, in fiscal year 2017 (FY17). That
year, the list included $30 million in
federal funds for Haines Highway
reconstruction.
Between FY15 and the following
year (FY16), the length of the capital
projects list was reduced by roughly
three-quarters. While the federal
funding level remained relatively
stable, $1.1 billion in FY15 and $1.3
billion in FY16, state spending fell
from $1 billion to $259 million during
that same year. And these numbers
have stayed pretty fixed since then.
Beginning in FY15, the state
greatly reduced the size of its
investment, prioritizing funding in
the capital budget needed to match
federal transportation dollars, Kiehl
said. This is why federal funds
coming into the state have remained
relatively stable even as the state’s
investment dropped off. The $741
million reduction in state funds
between FY15 and FY16 represented
a reduction in smaller grants to

municipalities and nonprofits and
a decrease in maintenance on state
assets like ferries and other critical
infrastructure, he said.
Although it is unlikely that Haines
Borough will receive funding for any
of the projects on its wish list for
the upcoming fiscal year, it is still
worthwhile to submit a list, Kiehl
said. “It lets legislators know what
the needs are around the region.”
He and his colleagues can then look
for other opportunities to try to meet
the needs of the communities they
serve, he said.
Right now, there is buzz around
the capitol about using a general
obligation bond to help fund the
capital budget, Kiehl said, but the
discussion is still in its early stages.
Borrowing money through general
obligation bonds would require voter
approval.
Boroughs, nonprofits, and other
eligible entities have until close of
business on Feb. 14 to submit their
capital project wish list this year.
Kiehl said anyone who wants to
submit a project list should reach
out to his legislative office to get
a Capital Project Submission and
Information System (CAPSIS)
account set up. The capital budget
traditionally begins in the Senate
before moving to the House. Once
project lists from around the state
have been submitted, senators will
review all proposals and prioritize
projects based on potential impact.
Alaskans likely won’t see a draft of
a capital budget until April, he said.
The assembly will consider the
resolution containing capital budget
project requests at its next meeting
on Tuesday, Feb. 11.

ALCAN worth the wait, organizers say
By Ceri Godinez
Delay has only increased racers’
excitement for this year’s Alcan 200
snowmachine race set to begin on
Saturday at 10 a.m.
After a 50-year run, it had looked
like the Alcan 200 might be canceled
this year due to inhospitable road and
weather conditions, said Kathi Lapp,
a member of the Alcan 200 board of
directors.
The race had originally been
scheduled for Jan. 18. The week of
the race, organizers made the tough
call to postpone for the first time in
Alcan 200 history. The year before,
the race had taken place with high
winds and bare road conditions and
saw an increase in accidents. On top
of that, Jan. 18 was projected to have
a high of -21 degrees after factoring in
wind chill, raising frostbite concerns
for racers.
Lapp said the board originally
thought they would have to scrap the

race entirely since their permits with
the Canadian government, which
involve closing the highway, were
for a specific date. “But they said we
could postpone and change the date.”
‘It would have been a real letdown
if we couldn’t have had it,” Lapp
said. “It’s a good weekend for Haines
because it brings other people into
the community.”
Lapp said she’s glad they
postponed. “It’s going to be better
because the conditions are going to
be better. We may get more people,
but then again, we may not. We never
know until Friday night.” She said
she anticipated a turnout of roughly
25 racers.
Originally, the Alaska Marine
Highway System had extended the
Tazlina’s service an extra week
through Jan. 19 to accommodate
Alcan 200 racers. With the Matanuska
undergoing repairs there will be no
ferry to accommodate those traveling

Pick, Click, and Give!

Please remember Becky’s Place
Haven of Hope, local “safe house” in
Haines, when you file your PFD this year.
Your giving helps provide shelter, food,
clothing, and medical assistance to women,
children and men in abusive situations.
Thank you for your support!
Together we are making a difference!!
Becky’s Place Haven of Hope
PO Box 1506, Haines, AK 99827•766-2105

Becky’s
Place

Find All Our Listings On-line
New! 1+ ac 27 mi, end of the road, power & phone
Home Young Rd, 2bd/2ba garage, garden, mt views
Cabin 1 bdrm, 27 mile 3+ acres, power, ph, carport
New!
1+ ac cleared w/driveway, Small Tracts Rd.
Home 2bd/2ba waterfront, sun at head of Lutak Inlet
25 mi
19.65 +/- ac good exposure + view potential

$27,500
$279,000
$147,500
$60,000
$369,000
$112,000

to Haines for the race.
Lapp said she didn’t think the
lack of ferry would have much of
an impact as racers had known the
ferry was unreliable. “Some people
brought their sleds up ahead of time
just in case. All they’re going to do
is fly in this weekend… it’s just one
of the things we’ll have to work
around.”
Barring road closure in Canada
due to snow, the race will go ahead
as planned, Lapp said.
So far, it looks like the weather
will comply. At the starting line
on Saturday, conditions should be
relatively mild with temperatures
in the low to mid 20s and only a
minimal chance of precipitation,
NOAA meteorologist Jake Ruckman
said. He said models show an east
wind around 10 mph, but over all, “it
looks like some of the best conditions
that area’s going to see for a while.”

Subscribe

Gabe Thomas and daughter Mila dance together druing the
Father Daughter Dance held at the Chilkat Center Saturday.
Kyle Clayton photo.

GHOST from page 1

said. “She said it was more likely a
demon.”
Kukull said he told Halsingland
owner Shannon Butcher about the
experience. “She believed me,” he
said, “but told me there were no
other rooms available.” Kukull read
articles suggesting his experience
might be sleep paralysis, which
helped him feel better at the time,
he said. “But it never happened to
me anywhere else.”
The ghost hunters “told me it
was a good interview,” Kukull said.
“They told me my stories were super
frightening, and I thought, uh oh, I
scared the ghost hunters.”
A description on the show’s
website says the ghost-hunting
team combines knowledge from
forensic experts, historical records,
and “the most innovative technology
available” to “help everyday people
who are struggling with unexplained
supernatural phenomena. The team
is committed to discovering the truth
to give relief to those plagued by
paranormal activity and will follow
the evidence they uncover wherever
it may lead.”
Lee Heinmiller said the ghost
hunters asked him to tour them
around the barracks building and
explain the history of the fort, which
Heinmiller knows well from having
lived there his entire life. Heinmiller
said he has seen past “Ghost Hunters”
episodes and that it features the team
“wandering around in the dark in
places where paranormal activity
has occurred.”
Ghost-hunting technology
described on the show’s website
includes a “data logger” to

Referees, Clock and Score Keepers
needed for the CYD Triple Threat
Basketball Tournament
March 6th - 8th,
Support your CYD Basketball
teams by watching or volunteering!
Text/Call Ben Bard (907)314-2340
or email bbard@haines.ak.us

record environmental data like
temperature, air pressure, humidity,
and electromagnetic fields so that the
team can try to understand changes
in environmental conditions in
relation to any inexplicable visual
or audio phenomena; a “Tri-Field
Natural EMF Detector” to monitor
electromagnetic field changes in as
much detail as possible to prove or
disprove paranormal activity claims;
and 4K infrared cameras to record
apparitions invisible to the naked eye.
Heinmiller said he believes in
ghosts. He said he has a friend who
speaks to the dead and knew things
about Heinmiller’s parents after they
had passed that there was no way
anyone could possibly know.
“People are just around the corner
and some people can walk around that
corner,” Heinmiller said. He spoke of
shamans who could cross that divide
between the living and the dead.
“I don’t believe in ghosts because
they’re not real,” 5-year-old Haines
resident Piper Carlson said. A number
of her classmates believe in them,
she said, but she thinks it would
be difficult to see a ghost because
“they’re white and they blend in.”
Last summer, Piper said she lived
next to a haunted house on Oslund
Drive that she and friends would
explore. “Someone threw a rock in
the haunted house.” Piper said she
doesn’t know where the rock came
from but she suspects it was a goblin.
“Goblins are real,” she said. But she
knows ghosts aren’t “because your
spirit dies when you die.”
Whether ghosts, goblins, demons
or something else entirely is to blame,
“Haines has this weird limbo vibe to
it,” Kukull said. “It feels like it never
really changes, like it’s between
worlds, especially in the winter.”
The A&E show Ghost Hunters has
had 12 seasons since it began airing
in 2004. The crew is in Haines this
week filming part of season 13, which
is expected to air around May 2020.

Haines Student Government
is selling boxes of

Valentine Cupcakes!
For $20, each order has:
2 vanilla cupcakes
2 chocolate cupcakes
A Rose
A personalized message
(vegan/gluten-free options
available)
Go to
tinyurl.com/
hbsd-2020-cupcakes
to place your order!

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S 766-3510 www.hainesrealestate.com

Mountain Market & Cafe
766-3340 • Open every day

Pick up at Haines School on Feb. 14

HAINES BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARINGS
February 13, 2020

6:30 p.m. in Assembly
Chambers (213 Haines Hwy)

•

NOW HIRING!
Position opening:

Gas Station Attendant
Starts at $14 per hour
Call Kathy or Fred at 766-3190

Constantine Mining
Heliport Conditional
Use Permit #19-105
(Big Nugget Holding
Mineral Survey #2506
Mental Health Trust C
81210)

Public Comments may be sent
in writing to: Haines Borough,
Planning Commission, Box
1209, Haines, AK. 99827
or to Tim O’Melia tomelia@
haines.ak.us or by attending
the meeting.
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FERRY from page 1
a Department of Transportation
Finance Subcommittee hearing
on Jan. 28. “This didn’t occur
overnight.” It was not a single year
of budget cuts but years and years of
neglect that led to the sorry state of
the fleet, she said.
The Alaska Marine Highway
System built its operation and
overhaul schedule based on last year’s
budget, said Mary Siroky, deputy
commissioner for the Department of
Transportation. The $43 million cut
came as a surprise for the department,
she said. The combination of a lack
of operating funds and an inflexible
overhaul schedule led to the current
situation, she said.
Every year, each ferry undergoes
a scheduled overhaul period and
Coast Guard inspection in order to
maintain its certificate of inspection,
the Coast Guard’s stamp of approval
that a vessel meets minimum safety
standards, said Nicholas Capuzzi,
public affairs officer for Coast
Guard sector Juneau. A certificate
of inspection is required for the ferry
to serve customers. While AMHS
could move a vessel’s inspection
date earlier in the year, it could not
push back the inspection date without
risking a lapse in certification, he
said.
“In order to renew a ship’s
certificate of inspection, you have
to test every piece of machinery and
alarm; completely shut them down;
completely shut off the ventilation
system, which involves removing
panels; remove the fire doors… It’s
impossible to do this inspection
while a ship is (actively serving
customers),” Capuzzi said.
As a result, AMHS schedules
these in-depth inspections so they
align with a vessel’s overhaul period,
the time it spends in dry-dock in
the shipyard for maintenance,
Capuzzi said. In the past, AMHS
set aside approximately six weeks
for a vessel’s annual overhaul
period (according to a document
describing the Alaska Marine
Highway System Vessel Overhaul,
Annual Certification and Shoreside
Facilities Rehabilitation project for
fiscal year 2019).
The Coast Guard’s inspection
usually takes three or four days
and is conducted toward the end
of a vessel’s time in the shipyard,
after outstanding issues needed to
pass inspection have been fixed,
along with any other maintenance
issues AMHS elects to fix, Capuzzi
said. The Coast Guard’s inspection
ensures ships meet the “bare bones
for safety,” but we are not concerned
with cosmetic issues or long-term
maintenance issues like repainting
a ship, remodeling the interior, or
oil changes, he said.
After the Coast Guard inspects a
ship, more often than not, something
needs to be fixed, Capuzzi said. The
Coast Guard will come back after a
day or more to verify that the repair
has occurred. In Alaska, a repair that
should take a day, can often take a
week or more as parts often need to
be flown in, he said.
“The ships that are in the shipyard
now are, in essence, in their normal
time slots,” said Captain John
Falvey, general manager for the
Alaska Marine Highway System.
The certificate of inspection drives
when ships go in, but then they end
up staying in the yard for a longer
period of time due to the amount of
repairs needed, he said. A general rule
is that it takes a month to accomplish
$1 million worth of repairs, he said.
If a certificate of inspection were
to lapse, this would create additional
hurdles for the ferry system, Capuzzi
said. If a certificate of inspection
lapses, an even more in-depth
inspection is necessary to establish
a new certificate. AMHS has many
older vessels from the ‘60s and ‘70s.
These vessels have parts that are
grandfathered in under federal law,
he said. If the certificate of inspection

for a vessel like the Matanuska or the
LeConte lapsed, AMHS would need
to either swap out many of the ferry’s
parts to meet new standards or apply
to the Coast Guard for an exemption,
he said. A lapse in a certificate of
inspection could cost millions for a
single ship, according to DOT.
At present, AMHS has six vessels
in the shipyard (not counting
the Matanuska). These include:
the Tazlina, Hubbard, Kennicott,
Tustumena, Columbia, and LeConte.
While all are currently undergoing
their annual overhaul and inspection
process, this was not the original
reason the Columbia, Tazlina, and
Hubbard were taken out of service.
The Columbia was originally laid
up for cost savings because it is the
most expensive ship to operate with a
crew of 62. The vessel is expected to
operate this summer with a skeleton
crew of 49, according to DOT.
The Tazlina, scheduled to return
to service in March, is undergoing
warranty work with an April deadline.
The Hubbard, which has never
been in service, is having a new
vehicle door installed to facilitate
faster loading. This installation
is scheduled for completion on
March 1. However, the vessel is not
scheduled to operate this summer,
according to DOT. This is because
they don’t have the funds, said Robert
Venables, executive director for
Southeast Conference and a member
of the state’s Marine Transportation
Advisory Board, which makes longterm planning recommendations for
the Alaska Marine Highway System.
The LeConte, Tustumena, and
Kennicott are undergoing repairs
necessary to maintain their certificates
of inspection. The Coast Guard gave
AMHS a deadline of March 31 to
make repairs to the Kennicott’s
propulsion and auxiliary machinery
caused by lack of maintenance
and the LeConte’s certificate of
inspection was set to expire at the
end of 2019.
The Tustumena, which has
traditionally served communities
along the Aleutian chain, is currently
“on its last legs,” Sen. Jesse Kiehl
said. “Four or five years ago, the
legislature appropriated the match
needed to replace the Tustumena.”
However, steel tariffs drove up the
cost of vessel replacement, delaying
the process, he said.
The six vessels in the fleet that
are not currently undergoing work
in the shipyard include: the Lituya
and Matanuska, which should
both, in theory, be operational; the
Aurora and Malaspina, which have
been laid up indefinitely because
the repairs necessary to pass Coast
Guard inspection are more than the
state can afford; and the Chenega and
Fairweather, which are in the process
of being sold.
The Chenega is no longer in
active status, according to the Coast
Guard. Its certificate of inspection
expired in 2017. At the hearing on
Jan. 28, Siroky said the department
considered bringing the Fairweather
back in service, but all the safety
equipment had been pulled off. At the
time, she said it would take longer
to get the safety equipment back on
and tested than it will to repair the
Matanuska.
Kiehl said the current status of
the AMHS fleet is the result of
many factors including a lack of
operating funds this year, insufficient
capital budget funding for vessel
maintenance and replacement over
the years, and inflexible overhaul
schedules, “exacerbated by frankly
bizarre management decisions.
Putting nine of the vessels capable of
making long trips out of commission
in the winter with zero available as
a back up is not wise management.”
If AMHS had not removed all of
the lifesaving equipment from the
Columbia when they put the ship in
cost-saving layup, “the Columbia
could have a crew on her and be

HAINES BOROUGH ASSEMBLY PUBLIC NOTICE
On 2/11/20 the Borough Assembly will conduct public hearings on:
Ord 19-10-548 – An Ordinance of the Haines Borough amending
Haines Borough Code Title 18.20.020 to Clarify the Definition of Child
Care Facility.
Ord 20-01-554 – An Ordinance of the Haines Borough Amending
Haines Borough Code Title 8 Health and Safety, namely, Chapter
8.08.040 Littering, Chapter 8.12 Nuisances, Chapter 8.16 Fireworks
Displays, and Chapter 8.18 Secondhand Smoke Pollution Control.
Ord 20-01-555 – An Ordinance of the Haines Borough amending
Haines Borough Code Title 18 Section 18.20.020 to amend the definition
of “Accessory Use” and create definition for “Employee Housing”.
Ord 20-01-556 – An ordinance of the Haines Borough Amending
Haines Borough Code Chapter 3.74.040 to makes Code Section 3.74.040
Consistent with 3.74.030.
Ord 20-01-557 – An ordinance of the Haines Borough Adopting the
Alaska Remote Sellers Sales Tax Code.
Ord 20-01-558 – An Ordinance Of The Haines Borough, Providing
For The Addition Or Amendment Of Specific Line Items To The Fy20
Budget (#3).
Important Reminder! - Sign-up is required in order to give testimony
during a public hearing. You may contact the Clerk’s Office ahead of
time to add your name to the list or you may sign up at the meeting
(before it starts). Oral comments may be made at the meeting (if you
sign up) or you can send written comments to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK
99827; or afullerton@haines.ak.us.

running the mainline right now” at
minimal increased cost, Kiehl said.
The Tazlina would have been another
good emergency backup if AMHS
had waited to begin taking the ship
apart until warranty repairs were
underway, he said.
Department of Transportation
spokesperson Sam Dapcevich did
not respond to questions about which
ships could be brought online most
easily to cover for the Matanuska as
mechanical difficulties persist.
According to news reports, the
Matanuska has been experiencing
issues with its engine cooling
system, a recently installed piece of
equipment that is still under warranty.
The Department of Transportation’s
press release said newly identified
issues with the vessel’s reduction
gear system led to the decision to
return the ship to the shipyard.
In addition to lost ticket revenue
and an $11,000 Allen Marine charter
for the Upper Lynn Canal, AMHS has
continued to pay employees while the
Matanuska is out of service.
Ferry system employees are
getting paid to work 37.5 hours a
week, as specified by their union
contracts, said Thomsen, who is one
of three employees at the Haines ferry
terminal. His workload is a lot lighter
with the Matanuska down, he said.
Although, he and other employees are
staying somewhat busy rebooking
and refunding passengers’ tickets for
canceled ferries and shoveling snow
to keep the dock clear.
Thomsen said he thinks that
underfunding the ferry system is a
vicious cycle. It chases traffic away,
and then officials will be able to point
to the fact that no one is using the
system and use that as justification
for further cuts, he said.
DOTseems to recognize that current
service levels are not sustainable for
Southeast communities. On Feb. 3,
the department issued a request for
interest, soliciting a private charter
to transport passengers from Juneau
to Hoonah, Angoon, and Kake. And
a number of vessels are scheduled to
resume service later this year: the
Tazlina in March, the Tustumena in
May, and the LeConte and Columbia
over the summer.
“The fact that many of the boats
are very old and there hasn’t been a
funding mechanism to replace them
is a flaw that’s been recognized,”
said Venables. “We need a plan to
address the short-term, mid-term,
and long-term. It needs to cover not
only vessels’ operational repairs but
also replacement.”
Venables pointed to the Matanuska
and Malaspina as examples. “At
some point, we need to stop putting
millions into old vessels and replace
them.” He said the state would come
up with a plan for the marine highway
this year but had no answer to where
the money for replacements would
come from. He said that soliciting
input from the public and user groups
would be critical to decision making.
T h e g o v e r n o r ’s p r o p o s e d
supplemental budget, released
on Wednesday, Feb. 5, contains a
little over $7 million in additional
funding for AMHS’s operating
budget to cover “unforeseen FY2020
expenditures and avoid a reduction
in the operating schedule for the
spring and summer.” It also includes
$5 million in capital funds for vessel
overhaul, citing unanticipated
repairs for the LeConte, Columbia,
Kennicott, and Tustumena.
Before the budget was released,
Siroky said the priority for any
supplemental funds would be to pay
the ferry system’s current bills.
The governor’s proposed budget
for the fiscal year beginning on July
1, 2020 has a $4 million increase in
funding for AMHS operating budget.
This is only a fraction of the $43
million cut last year and will lead to
an operation schedule similar to this
year’s, according to DOT.
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Police Report
Tuesday, January 28
A Fourth Avenue caller reported
slick roads.
A caller requested sand on 600
Block Haines Highway.
A caller repor ted a vehicle
parked on 100 Block South Second
Avenue in excess of allowed time.
A caller repor ted a minor
vehicle accident on Main Street,
no injuries, drivers exchanged
insurance infromation.
A 20 ex parte domestic violence
protection order was served on a
Haines resident.
Wednesday, January 29
A caller on 300 Block Union
Street requested a welfare check.
Fish and Wildlife reported an
injured moose on Mud Bay Road.
A caller reported hearing a gun
shot near Small Tracts Road.
A caller reported a clogged
drainage ditch on Union Street.
Thursday, January 30
HBPD investigated a possible
violation of conditions of release.
HVFD reposnded to an activated
fire alarm on 100 Block North
Second Avenue.
An officer located a vehicle
parked on the side of the road at
the corner of Mud Bay Road and
Small Tracts Rd.
A welfare check was requested
on 300 Block Main Street.
A business on 600 Block Haines
Highway reported an unwelcome
person on the property after hours.
Friday, January 31
HBPD located a disabled vehicle

on the corner of Third Avenue and
Mud Bay Road.
A welfare check was requested
in town.
Saturday, February 1
A Young Road caller inquired
about snow plowing information.
A caller repor ted somone
shoveling snow onto Small Tracts
Road.
HBPD made contact with a
pedestrian on Allen Road.
Haines PD contacted the owner
of an illegally parked vehicle on
Fourth Avenue.
A citizen on 200 Block North First
Avenue requested extra patrols.
Sunday, February 2
A caller reported a civil issue.
A caller reported a concern for a
senior citizen at 31.5 Mile Haines
Highway.
A caller on South Sawmill Road
reported a civil issue.
Monday, February 3
A caller reported a large block
of snow/ice in the roadway on 400
Block Small Tracts Road.
Investigation continues into
a report of criminal mischief on
Fourth Avenue.
There were two 911 hang-ups,
three canine, 10 EMS calls and one
traffic stop during this reporting
period. Additional information is
available on the Haines Borough
Police Department website and
Facebook page.

Stranded passengers
weigh the cost of travel
after canceled ferries
By Sylvia Heinz
Canceled ferries coupled with
storm systems have left Haines
residents and through travelers
stuck without Upper Lynn Canal
transportation, resulting in dwindling
bank accounts and feelings of
abandonment by government.
Jim Studley and his daughter
Nicole were faced with a 10day layover in Juneau due to
AMHS cancellations. Nicole broke
her leg and was life-flighted to
Anchorage. Studley’s daughter relies
on ferry transportation because her
disabilities prevent her from flying
with Seaplanes, he said. “We
chartered a flight from FlyDrake
to get back home. It was a giant
expense,” Studley said.
“When was one life in Anchorage
more important than one life in rural
Southeast Alaska?” Studley asked.
“These are life-safety issues that I
believe the State of Alaska has been
grossly negligent about. Not only
this administration, but all of the
previous ones.”
Studley said the rest of Alaska
does not understand Southeast
Alaskans’ reliance on the Alaska
Marine Highway, citing military
families that use the ferry system and
important infrastructure that depends
on marine import.
“The whole flow of commerce is
grossly affected for the entire state.
It is so self-centered (to not prioritize
AMHS),” Studley said.
Legislators and staff also found
themselves without cars and
household possessions for the start
of the legislative session as a result
of the Matanuska’s mechanical

issues. Every year, more than a
hundred legislators and staff travel
to Juneau for the legislative session,
relocating families, furniture and
cars.
Josh Walton, chief of staff for Rep.
Laddie Shaw from Anchorage, had
his car scheduled to arrive in Juneau
on the Jan. 25 Matanuska sailing.
While Walton flew ahead to Juneau,
an auto transport service drove his
vehicle to Haines where it remained
as the ferry’s sailing was delayed and
eventually canceled.
Last week, he received an email
from the legislative affairs agency
informing him that his car would be
one of several vehicles transported
to Juneau via Alaska Marine Lines.
The barge successfully delivered his
car to Juneau on Feb. 5. He said he
is grateful that the legislative affairs
agency has taken an active step to get
his Honda CRV to Juneau.
The cost of an unaccompanied 15foot vehicle from Haines to Juneau
on AMHS is $134. Barging the same
vehicle on Alaska Marine Lines
costs $570.71, according to Lynden
Transport’s online quote generator.
The Legislative Affairs Agency did
not respond by press time when
asked about the funding source for
legislative vehicles barged to Juneau.
The lack of ferry service and
subsequent storms delayed Derek
Poinsette, executive director of
Takshanuk Watershed Council
(TWC), an extra five days in Juneau
on top of work-related business. “The
forced week-long vacation was a
hardship for TWC,” Poinsette said.

See STRAND page 6

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE
Senior/Disabled Veteran Property Tax Exemption Applications
available at: www.hainesalaska.gov under forms or at the
Borough Office, 103 3rd Ave S
Deadline for applications: March 31, 2020
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(Un)Classified Ads

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL)
has space available. Applications
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135,
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616
ext #3 or #4. Email applications
may be sent to interested parties.
Call for more information. (cb)
WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES
townsite located on Picture Point.
Public water to lot, approved DEC
septic design. $250,000 terms
possible. 907-723-1599. (cb)
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc.
is recruiting for an individual
that can work with elders as a
“Personal Assistant”. Training
available, please note this is a
very demanding position. A back
ground check is required, flexible
hours, and working night shift
is required. Not everyone will
meet this challenge and have the
“caring gene” required. $15 an
hour is the starting wage. Equal
opportunity employer. (907- 766
- 3616 extension #4) (cb)
CHILKOOT INDIAN Association
needs your help in making
t ra n s p o r t a t i o n s a fe i n o u r
community. Please stop by the
office/front desk, across the
street from the library, and fill out
our Transp. Safety Survey. This
should take about 5-10 minutes.
Thanks in advance for taking
the survey, as this will help us to
prioritize and manage for safer
travel in our community. (01-05b)
Rainbow Glacier Adventures

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

is hiring Photography, Kayaking,
Rafting, Wildlife Viewing and
Sightseeing guides for summer
2020. RGA specializes in smallgroup tours with high-quality
guides. Part-time and full-time
positions available, training
provided. Pay DOE. Call us at
766-3576 (cb)
FOR SALE OR RENT (unfurnished)
2015 model mobile home 860 sq
ft. 2 bd. 2 ba. Sale: $70,000 owner
financed min 5% down. Rent:
$750/month with $500 deposit.
Available now. Msg. 7662827. (cb)
FOR RENT: 2-bedroom apartment
SMVV Veterans Village vacancy
$1,200 a month. Includes water
&amp; sewer, heat, electric,
garbage. Covered par king,
storage unit, elevator. Veterans
only must verify with DD-214
and have honorable discharge.
Applications available at SEARHC
3100 Channel Drive, Suite 300
Juneau, AK 99801; contact Gail
Dabaluz at 907-364-4455. (0306 paid)
WA N T E D, o l d a i r c r a f t p a r t s
inventories and non-airworthy
aircraft. Instate buyer. 907-7456969 (landline). (05-08)
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:
The HBSD is looking for a Track
Coach. Closes Feb. 19th. Please
contact Ashley at 766-6725 or
ashley@hbsd.net for more info.
(05-06)

Licensed
Clinical Social Worker
& Hypnotherapist

Video and Phone
Psychotherapy

766-2600 call for appointment
“Your Haines Plumbing &
Heating Headquarters”
Haines, Alaska 766-2086
Call to make an appointment

• Drain Cleaning
• Boiler Work
• New Construction / Remodel
• Radiant Heating Design and
Installation
• Parts sales / Installation
Procedures
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation
Licensed, Bonded &
Insured Mechanical
Contractor

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale
or Lease

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction
Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
Free estimates on
all your earthwork

20’x50’
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AT JUNEAU
ESTATE OF LUCY
WELLES HARRELL,
Deceased.

Call (907)789-0555
Fax (907)789-8460

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation.

2103 N. Jordan Ave
Juneau, AK 99801

Call for more flight information.
Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com
766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule

• Business Freight
Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

February 1 - March 6

Depart HNS - Arrive JNU

8:50 am
11:50 am
2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm
3:25 pm

Depart SGY - Arrive HNS
2:25 pm
2:40 pm

• IFR Certified in
Caravan and Chieftain

Proud to be part of the Haines community!

BUSINESS
DIRECTOR Y
St.
St Michael
& All Angels
Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fine music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

HEATED

Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Serving you for 16 years!

The

766-3321

STUMP COMPANY

Haines Home Building Supply
OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

Celebrating
over 50 years
serving Haines
and Klukwan!

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Hardware

766-2700

The Lende family business serving professional
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

• Monitor and Toyo stove
repair • Tire swap, mount
& balance • Stihl Outdoor
Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market
Equipment IN STOCK •
Tuesday and Saturday mornings
Winter Hours
For special orders
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm
email josiesbread@yahoo.com
766-2437 • Front St. Haines
Custom orders & gift baskets

th

$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Storage Units
Lutak Lumber
Available

Canal Marine & Auto

Free home delivery

NONPROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that
James Michael Studley and
Mary Martha Cochran are the
Co-Trustees of the LUCY HARRELL LIVING TRUST, dated
December 8, 2014. All persons
having claims against Lucy Welles
Harrell are required to present their claims within four (4)
months after the date of the first
publication of this Nonprobate
Notice to Creditors or said claims
will be forever barred. Claims
must be presented to James Michael Studley and Mary Martha
Cochran, Co-Trustees, by mailing the claims to Baxter Bruce &
Sullivan P.C., at P.O. Box 32819,
Juneau, Alaska 99803, or filing
them with the Juneau Superior
Court.
100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs u do
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs yoe math

Haines - Skagway

or call/text (907)515-7179.

Robin Grace LCSW

1JU-14-71 TR

Making Real Estate Real Easy

Depart HNS - Arrive SGY
2:15 pm
2:30 pm

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

8:35 am
11:35 am
2:05 pm

Mon - Tues 766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc

Private Insurance accepted

In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

8:00 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm

Chilkat Valley

Acupuncture &
Oriental Medicine

303-0010

CALL COLDWELL BANKER

Depart JNU - Arrive HNS

February 6, 2020

Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

WINTER HOURS

Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Martial Arts
In The
Chilkat Valley
Spring Classes: January - April

P.O Box 295 Skagway, AK 99840

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

Kids Jujutsu (8-13yr) M/Th 4pm
Adults/Teens Jujutsu Th 5:30pm
Battojutsu (Sword) M 5:30pm

www.seibukanofhaines.com

Pet of the Week

on
Small Tracts
Road

766-2940

766-2999 • 314-0599
766-2869

F Sales

F Service

F Rentals

winter hours
tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p

open all winter

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Now Stocking:

Closed Sunday

Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories,
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum,
Welders and Welding Gasses.
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STRAND from page 4

SEEDS from page 1

“Things didn’t get done, and we’re
behind the eight ball now.”
Poinsette plans to drive to
Anchorage for upcoming travel,
rather than risk another ferry
cancellation. “It cost me over $1,000
to be stuck there,” he said.
Although the short-term effects of
the ferry cancellation are significant
for TWC, Poinsette is equally worried
about long-term effects from lack of
service. Project partners include
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and TWC depends on face-to-face
meetings in order to collaborate. “If
it stays like this, it will sever some
of our ties and relationships we have
in Juneau.”
Ady Milos, who lives at 26 Mile
Haines Highway, was stranded in
Juneau for 11 days. The ferry system
reimbursed her ticket price and
provided free food and lodging on
the Matanuska as it waited in port.
Eventually, Milos chose to use the
funds reimbursed from AMHS to
barge her vehicle on Alaska Marine
Lines and fly home. She was lucky,
she said, because that was an option
for her, unlike the military families
moving to Fairbanks and Anchorage
with vehicles packed with their
possessions, kids and pets.
Milos, a retired AMHS employee,
worked as a bartender on the ferry.
She said AMHS employees on the
Matanuska turned the bar into a place
for pets to come in out of the cold by
spreading a tarp over the dance floor.
“That was the best part of my week,
playing with the dogs,” said Jay
Beasley, an AMHS employee who
has been working on the Matanuska
while it remained in port.
“Every time I went in there, they
barked at me,” Milos joked.
Rachael Pattison arranged her
vacation around the ferry schedule

and budgeted for a $110 ferry ticket
each way to travel as a family of
four. The ferry was cancelled both
directions, so total travel costs
including hotel accommodations
and flights went up an extra $1,000.
“We were only stuck in Juneau
for one day,” Pattison said. “A lot
of people had it a lot worse. Moneywise, it is intense for us. But we’ll
make it.”
Vanessa Wishstar is in the process
of moving to Haines from the
Lower 48. After double checking
with AMHS that repairs would be
completed in time for sailing, she
booked a ferry ticket for her vehicle
and family of four. They left the
affordable comfort of her sister’s
house in Colorado, and en route to
Washington State, AMHS announced
the Feb. 1 ferry cancellation.
“Waiting in Juneau is costing us
about $1,000 a week,” Wishstar said.
“If this happened in the Lower 48
there would be an uproar. Well, our
lives are just as worthy.”
Even if weather allowed for flying
home, Wishstar said that a small
plane is not an option. After a head
injury in 1999, she said symptoms are
exacerbated by a sudden change in
elevation. “It took me a really long
time to be able to ride an elevator,”
Wishstar said. “I would practice. I
can do an elevator now, but I’m not
ready for a small plane.”
“Alaska pride gets in the way. We
say ‘no, we can handle it, we are able
to weather any storm.’” Wishstar said
that if Alaskans complained a little
more and “were able to really gather
together,” they might see a change.
“Alaskans are very good at
survivability, but there is a price
to pay for that,” Wishstar said. “It
feels like nobody cares. (AMHS),
the government, it feels like nobody
cares.”

Corrections:

In last week’s article “Should the borough have a role in child care?” Kim
Larson’s child care rates were reported as “very close” to $861 a month
for full-time infant care, $744 for toddlers, and $655 for preschool-age
children, averaging roughly $4.00 an hour for child care from Larson. It
should have been reported that her rates are “very close” to $750 a month
for full-time infant care, $725 for toddlers, and $670 for preschool-age
children, or roughly $3.67 an hour on average.
The article also left “Mustard” out of Candice Mustard-Scott’s name
and incorrectly stated that Mustard-Scott started her business after moving
to Haines becasue she couldn’t find childcare. She started her business
in Virginia for that reason and continued Montessori Moments in Haines
to provide additional options.

literally no longer exist. We want
to make sure the varieties that work
well for Alaska survive and thrive.”
Wagner said.
Foundroot focuses on food
sovereignty, a concept that works
in conjunction with food security.
“A closed loop system of growing
from seed, producing food, and
then saving seeds holds the potential
for communities to be completely
self-reliant,” Wagner said. “Food
sovereignty is taking food security
to the next level.”
“When you take it to the seed you
are empowering people to grow their
own food no matter what scale they
are producing it. When we send
seeds out to rural communities, there
is a huge potential for decreasing
their imports and creating a more
accessible and affordable food
system within their community,”
Wagner said.
Wagner and Schlosstein said they
plan on using the $25,000 award for
marketing and branding to reach
more Alaskans. “We are not trying
to be a large seed company. We are
solely focused on the Alaskan market
and northern communities,” Wagner
said. “Our intention has always been
to reach more Alaskans and help them
feel more secure in their food supply.
The more people we reach, the more
we understand the challenges that
they are contending with and the
better we can serve them.”
Similarly, Foundroot’s owners
understand the necessity of ensuring
that Alaskans understand the
challenges of running a business in
Haines. After recent record-breaking
snow fall and visibility that inhibited
mail, Foundroot struggled with
the task of shipping orders out to
customers.
Ashley Snookes, programs
manager of Spruce Root, said the
Path to Prosperity program provides
support to businesses seeking to be
profitable while also being mindful
of the people and the resource-
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Foundroot owners Nick Schlosstein and Leah Wagner won this year’s
Path to Prosperity award. They are the fourth Haines business to win.
has been really honest with the
challenges of Southeast Alaska.
Hopefully illustrating the challenges
shows customers that they are dealing
with real people”.
Despite the challenges, Friedenauer
said it appears there is a younger
generation that wants to live in
Haines and figure out how to make
it work.
“Self-employment increased 10
percent in Haines between 2012 and
2016,” Friedenauer said, adding that
number shows momentum and an
optimism among residents regarding
the economy.
“I don’t know what you guys
are putting in the water but clearly
entrepreneurs are able to thrive in
the soil in Haines.” Snookes said.
“I think part of it is that you have a
tight-knit community that supports
one another. That is one of the things
that can help entrepreneurs succeed.”

rich place where we live. “It gives
business owners the opportunity to
act on their values when making
decisions.” Snookes said. This then
allows customers to make purchases
which support environmental and
economic resiliency. “It gives all
of us more opportunity to act in an
environmentally and communitydriven way.”
Margaret Friedenauer, director
of Haines Economic Development
Corporation, said the fact that
Foundroot is the fourth business to
win the Path to Prosperity business
plan competition “shows that we
have a strong entrepreneurial spirit
in Haines.”
“It doesn’t mean there aren’t
challenges to doing business
in Haines,” Friedenauer said,
recounting Foundroot’s Instagram
posts communicating the challenge
of getting seed orders out during
the last storm cycle. “(Foundroot)

Local Weather

Sponsored
in part by

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Long distance

Dalton Cache Border Station

In Town
Day

Date

High

Low

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

January 28
January 29
January 30
January 31
February 1
February 2
February 3

36
38
33
31
29
11
19

34
33
32
30
24
9
1

Precip.

Day

Date

High

Low

Precip.

1.05
0.5
0.19
0.29
0.02
0.01
0.25

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

January 28
January 29
January 30
January 31
February 1
February 2
February 3

32
35
30
27
25
9
15

28
24
23
22
3
-4
3

1.22
0.61
0.10
0.20
0.02
0
0.05

Snow on ground: 58 inches

For more
info,
call the
terminal
766-2111
Haines ARTS Council presents

Chilkat Center for the Arts
Tickets @ door • General $8 • Members $5 • Youth Free

Burfl’s Tractor Works!
Shoveling over your head?
Tired of paying high prices?
Call/Text BTW! 314-3239
BTW! motto: “Don’t drive over the customer.”
Voted best independant plowing company in town!*
*(Very small poll; I’m the only one who voted.)

NORTHBOUND
8 MATANUSKA
Saturday
15 MATANUSKA
Saturday
22 MATANUSKA
Saturday

SOUTHBOUND
Saturday
8 MATANUSKA
Saturday
15 MATANUSKA
Saturday
22 MATANUSKA
red
o
s
n
o

Recording
766-2113
Sp
by

monday • FEB 17, 2020 • 7pm

FERRY SCHEDULE
Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Canceled Canceled
Canceled Canceled
Canceled Canceled
Arrive
from SGY

Canceled
Canceled
Canceled

AWD Rental Carscall for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry

Depart
to JNU

Canceled
Canceled
Canceled

Lynn View Lodge
907-766-3713 or 314-0423

HARASSING WILDLIFE

When you encounter wildlife in Alaska it is okay to enjoy
them but not to bother them. Whether you’re on foot, riding a
mountain bike, flying in an airplane or driving a car, boat, fourwheeler, snow-machine or whatever kind of transportation,
it is never legal to chase wild animals. Chasing animals can
encourage aggression, cause them to burn up vital energy or
cause injury or death. Never throw rocks or anything else at
wild animals and never try to scare them.
Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a non-profit volunteer citizen’s
organization that works in cooperation with the Alaska Wildlife
Troopers. By providing a toll-free hotline phone number
which citizens may call to report a resource law violation,
the organization gives the public an opportunity to become
involved in protecting Alaska’s natural resources. Report
Violations by calling 1 - 800 - 478 – 3377; help make Alaska a
better place. “Know Before You Go.”
1992 Alaska Fish & Wildlife Safeguard

Sponsored in part by

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association
Supporting wise use of our
fish & game resources

Sweetheart of a deal!

Personal Training
Sign up for personal training
sessions at Thor’s!

Work with a personal trainer one on
one or with a group of your friends...
Call or text (907) 321-3983 for availability and rates.
Membership rates going up 10% March 1, 2020- buy annual pass before then!

Subscribe to the

Chilkat Valley News

Support journalism in Haines!

80 Piedad Road - You can’t beat the price per square foot, all under one
roof. Plus a garage, greenhouse, carport with Chilkat Mountain/River views!
Motivated Seller and Listing Agent! Drastically reduced to $499,000.
Glenda Gilbert:
(907)766-3511 or
(907)321-3512

RACE
REALTY
Race realty is an Independently Owned and Operated
Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

Visit our Website at
www.racerealty.com
Making Real Estate Real Easy

