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Looming SCOTUS 
decision delays permit

Haines cameos in Breaking Bad movie

Scott, Maidy push to fund safe home

Pool opening dependent 
on contractor sign off

Severe winds cause 
seven power outages

By Kyle Clayton
*This article contains spoilers for 

the Netflix Breaking Bad movie “El 
Camino.” 

In his search to find a new home 
in Alaska for the character Jesse 
Pinkman from television’s popular 
series Breaking Bad, show creator 
Vince Gilligan told the CVN that 
he Googled it. 

“I spent some time looking at 
various highways. I was thinking 
to myself, ‘How would you get up 
there?’” Gilligan told the CVN this 
week. “I was looking at the major 
highways into Alaska. The Haines 
Highway, from all accounts on 
Google, seemed to be among the 
prettiest.”

In the final sequence of the movie 
released last month that wraps up the 
Breaking Bad storyline, a man who 

prepared a fake identity for Pinkman 
tells the fugitive: “This is Alaska. 
Forty miles in that direction, gets 
you to Haines.”

Gilligan said from the television 
and movies he’s watched, and 
from the books he’s read, Alaska 
symbolizes to him “the last frontier” 
and “a beautiful land with not that 
many people where you have to rely 
on yourself.”

“From the (Google) search I did, I 
thought it would be a good place for 
Jesse to live,” Gilligan said. “I hate 
to admit it, but there’s not a deeper 
reason than that.”

In the film’s final sequence near the 
border station, Pinkman, flanked by 
snow berms, gazes into a backdrop of 
evergreens, mountains and blue sky.

“It’s quiet,” Pinkman said. 
“Not many of us get a chance 

to start fresh,” his accomplice 
says toward the final scene, before 
Pinkman drives toward Haines along 
a snow-covered highway. 

Gilligan said the scene was filmed 
outside of Jackson, Wyoming with 
the Grand Tetons in the background. 
He said because of low cloud 
coverage, the film crew didn’t need to 
perform “digital trickery” to mask the 
easily recognizable Tetons. Although 
he wanted to film the final sequence 
along the Haines Highway, it was too 
cost prohibitive. 

When asked if residents should 
expect to see film crews wandering 
Haines for a sequel, Gilligan said he 
has no current plans for the story’s 
continuation, but left the possibility 
open-ended. 

See MOVIE page 8

By Jenna Kunze
Last month, the Haines Borough 

Assembly unanimously voted to 
grant Becky’s Place—a local safe 
house for victims of abuse—$8,000 
for rent. 

Becky’s Place serves about 35 
victims a year with piecemeal funding 
from a combination of an annual 
fundraiser, private donations, Chilkat 
Valley Community Foundation 
grants, and now borough funding. “I 
can confidently say that our doors are 
open for another year because of that 
help,” owner Jackie Mazeikas said. 
This is the second year the nonprofit 
has sought borough support.

The funding request prompted 
assembly members Sean Maidy and 
Stephanie Scott to advocate for the 
organization’s permanent funding 

in the Haines Borough operating 
budget.

“I think that nonprofit is a health 
and safety issue,” Scott said. “It’s not 
a choice, it’s something we absolutely 
need to do in this community.”

In the FY20 budget the assembly 
adopted in June, the borough 
listed $40,000 in “discretionary 
appropriations” for nonprofits, with 
$20,000 in the Tourism Promotion 
and Economic Development Fund 
and $20,000 in the General Fund. 
Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
recommended that the assembly 
sponsor the Southeast Alaska State Fair 
with $20,000, and consider allocating 
the remaining $20,000 to support 
KHNS if state funding to public radio 
was eliminated. The assembly later 
voted to approve both allocations. 

By Kyle Clayton 
Strong winds from Friday night 

through early Sunday morning, 
with gusts recorded up to 66 
miles per hour, grounded planes, 
knocked trees down and caused 
at least seven intermittent power 
outages throughout the weekend 
and Tuesday. 

The weekend’s winds uprooted 
trees that eventually fell and caused 
additional outages throughout the 
day Tuesday. As of Wednesday 
afternoon, Haines was running on 
diesel power due to an equipment 
malfunction at the hydro station in 
Skagway associated with the outages.  

“We had quite a few more issues,” 
AP&T operations manager Lance 
Caldwell said of Tuesday’s four 
outages. “Ninety-five percent of 
them were tree related. I know a 
lot of people were thinking ‘why’ 
when the winds died. The wind 
uprooted a bunch of them. They were 
cliffhangers and eventually they went 
on over.”

Caldwell said contractors removed 
about 20 trees near the Johnson Creek 
line, a transmission line that connects 
to Haines and Skagway. Over the 
weekend, strong winds damaged the 
line and blew trees into it, causing 
power to trip.  

“(Most of) Haines was back on 
in a matter of about 18 minutes,” 
Caldwell said of the weekend’s 
outages. “Lutak was out for several 
hours. (The Johnson Creek Crossing) 
line has the main line between 

Skagway and Haines, and the line 
that feeds all of Lutak.”

The power went out while 
American Bald Eagle Festival 
banquet attendees were square 
dancing at Harriett Hall. The outage 
didn’t stop the band, the caller and 
the dancers, organizer Katelyn 
Dickerson said. Personal light 
sources and candles on the tables 
made for an intimate evening. “The 
band played through and people 
continued to dance,” Dickerson said. 
“People had headlamps on and turned 
their cellphone flashlights on.”

Lutak resident Richard Buck said 
both power outages interrupted his 
evening reading time. He dug out 
the old propane lights he and his 
wife used before Lutak had electrical 
service to resume his page turner. “I 
was reading about chickens. It’s a 
book from the library,” Buck said. 
“It’s a beautiful book written about 
the history and life of chickens.” 

On Tuesday, the power went out 
during the Haines Borough Assembly 
meeting.  

The diesel plant reestablished 
power to most Haines residents. 
AP&T crews were busy all weekend 
and Tuesday repairing the damaged 
line, clearing trees, reestablishing 
power to various lines across the 
borough, answering phone calls and 
monitoring equipment.  

Lines also went down on Small 
Tracts Road and Beach Road. 

See POWER page 8

In past years, the borough announced 
the availability of a pool of nonprofit 
money, called the community chest, 
for organizations to apply for by June 
1. Then, an ad hoc committee met 
to determine which organizations 
would receive money, and how much. 
The assembly then weighed in.

Schnabel effectively eliminated 
that process this year, when she 
proposed a reduction to nonprofit 
funding from $59,264 to $40,000 
(combined between community 
chest and tourism funds) in favor of 
supporting “core responsibilities” 
of the borough, including fire, 
police, finance, planning and zoning, 
education, the museum, pool, library. 
“Those are the primary things that I 

See SAFE page 8

An eagle braces against high winds on Saturday in the eagle preserve. Alex James photo.

Front page photo:  Lani Hotch dances in traditional regalia in a performance by the Jilkaat Kwaan Heritage 
Dancers for Bald Eagle Festival spectators on Saturday at the Jilkaat Kwaan Heritage Center. Alex James 
photo. By Jenna Kunze

The Haines Borough Assembly 
voted Tuesday to prioritize getting 
swimmers into the pool—so long 
as the contractor on the job accepts 
a change order to fix the torn liner.

The swimming pool has been 
under construction since May, when 
Indiana-based contractor RenoSys 
began work. The scope of work 
included renovating the drainage 
system, installing new floors and 
drains and showers in the men’s and 
women’s locker rooms.

Public facilities director Ed 
Coffland said that the newly installed 
pool liner is leaking in several 
places—about 5 to 15 gallons per 
day. Coffland said the water creates 
a mess, but he doesn’t believe it’s 
damaging the facility.

RenoSys  p res iden t  S teve 
Comstock told the CVN last week 
that the reason for delay is not the 
liner, which he claimed could be 
repaired underwater, but a delay 
in chemical delivery.

Assembly member Stephanie 
Scott asked why the borough doesn’t 
“ditch” its contractor and buy a new 
liner to put in. 

Coffland said he wants to give 
the current contractor a chance to 
replace the liner. “It would take a 
significant amount of time to get a 

new contractor in here and purchase 
a new liner and install it, but that’s 
certainly an option,” he said. “My 
feeling is that we should give these 
people a chance to replace it, if 
they would do it. If not, then my 
recommendation would be to hire the 
second contractor, Island Contractors 
out of Juneau.”

The assembly voted to advance 
a change order with the contractor 
for a new liner, and withhold further 
payment pending an acceptable liner.

Since Oct. 25, the borough has 
been collecting a daily penalty from 
RenoSys for its delays. Fees totaled 
about $30,000 as of Tuesday. In total, 
the borough still owes the contractor 
$130,000 for the remainder of their 
work, Coffland said.

“The incentive to get them to 
sign a statement like that is that as 
of the date they sign the statement, 
we will stop accruing the late fees,” 
assembly member Brenda Josephson 
said. “However won’t forgive the late 
fees that we already have.” 

Haines Dolphin swimmer Lucia 
Chapell said that the delay in the 
pool might affect her performance all 
season. “All of the people I’m going 
to be competing against this season 
are about three months ahead of me 
in their training,” she said. 

By Jenna Kunze
The Alaska Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s 
forthcoming decision to approve or 
revoke Constantine Metal Resources’ 
waste management permit is delayed, 
in part because of a U.S. Supreme 
Court verdict that has the potential 
to change federal permitting law.

DEC will also consider the 
results of a tracer dye test it 
requested Constantine to conduct 
in late October to evaluate potential 
seepage between a proposed waste 
water discharge location and the 
nearby surface waters, according 
to spokesperson Laura Achee.

The permit issued in July by the 
Division of Water remains in effect 
during the remand, Achee said. She 
added: “The company has informed 
DEC that they do not expect to need 
to discharge under the permit until the 
next summer’s construction season.

Earlier this year, Constantine— 
a Canadian mineral exploration 
company operating 35 miles north 
of Haines— sought state agency 

permits to blast a one-mile-long 
tunnel into the mountainside for 
year-round drilling and exploration. 
The company plans to store the 
wastewater from the tunnel in 
settling ponds, then eventually 
pump it underground. A state waste 
management permit would regulate 
that.

In July, DEC approved the 
permit, but environmentalists 
requested an informal review of 
the decision, primarily on the basis 
that the company did not prove that 
wastewater discharged underground 
won’t connect to a nearby tributary 
of the Chilkat River. If pollutants 
seep into navigable waterways, 
Constantine is required to apply for 
a more stringent federal permit that 
limits pollutants discharged into 
navigable watersheds under the 
Clean Water Act

At the U.S. Supreme Court last 
week, justices heard a case that has 
the potential to set a new precedent: 
What constitutes a discharge point, 

See COURT page 5
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Nearly 50 people attended 10/27’s Fall Festival hosted by the Friends of Mosquito Lake School Community Center.  
The board appreciates the community’s continued interest in supporting the center’s events and would like to 

thank Natalie Benassi for contributing her face painting skills to the occasion.  Haines Public Library’s Community 
Education Coordinator Tracy Wirak is leading activities for young children from 10-11am every Tuesday at MLSCC.  
Call 766-6422 for info.

Dawn Drotos, FMLSCC Chair 

The Takshanuk Watershed Council would like to give a hearty “Thanks!” to everyone who helped make the Wild 
and Scenic Film Festival a great success! It was standing-room-only at the Chilkat Center on Friday evening as we 
enjoyed a showing of local art, films, good food and drink, and some lively community spirit that even a 20-minute 
power outage couldn’t dampen.  (Thanks to AP&T for timing the outage to coincide exactly with intermission.)  We 
are very grateful to Sockeye Cycle for sponsoring the event.  To local artists Rebecca Brewer, Donna Catotti, Katie 
Craney, John Hagen, Ted and James Hart, Lindsay Johnson, Kathleen Menke, and Mandy Ramsey, we thank you 
for taking the time to share your beautiful work with us. Thank you to Chris Kelly and Dawn Drotos for running the 
kitchen.  Dan Schultz and Natalie Benassi sold tickets and TWC merchandise. Vija Pelekis and crew in the Camino 
food truck did an incredible job of making sure everyone was well fed with delicacies like fried rock shrimp.  Sierra 
Nevada Brewing Company donated quite a lot of beer, and Mountain Market provided wine.  The Chilkat Center 
was a fantastic venue, and the KHNS staff was beyond helpful, especially Marley Horner.  We greatly appreciate 
our event being included in the 25th Alaska Bald Eagle Festival--thanks to everyone at the American Bald Eagle 
Foundation.  And last but certainly not least, thanks to all who came out and enjoyed the evening with us!

Derek Poinsette
Executive Director

Takshanuk Watershed Council

I’d like to give a shout out to the Alaska Power and Telephone Crew who 
were on the job day and night to keep the lights on through last weekend’s 
wind storm. For most in the town site or indirectly affected outage areas 
the power is usually restored with backup generation in 15-20 minutes 
and the show you are watching or the dinner you are making can continue. 
Not so much for the power crew. They head out into the darkness, wind, or 
whatever weather is happening, packing their chainsaws to cut the trees that 
fell on the power lines and the gear needed to make repairs to restore power. 
They don’t usually get back to their TV shows, dinners or even sleep for at 
least another 3 to 6 hours. Last weekend during the storm, they were out 
fixing power lines from Friday night to Sunday more hours than they were 
at home. Although their radio tone-outs are not immediate life and death 
situations, they are a call for help no matter what time of day or night they 
go off. It requires donning warm clothing, gathering appropriate gear and 
tools for the situation they are facing and correcting whatever malfunction 
they encounter. The behind-the-scenes work that takes place goes unnoticed 
and often unappreciated. So this is to shout out a really BIG Thank You 
to Russ, Darren, Sonny, and Jordan for their hard work and dedication to 
keeping the power on. You are appreciated!

Kathrine Klinger

When an earthquake tore up the roads in Anchorage, the state DOT didn’t 
say “We don’t have money for repairs.” The roads were fixed. Now that the 
LeConte and the other ferries need repairs, why is there suddenly no money? 

In the 1960’s, before oil money, the State of Alaska built a fleet of ferries 
that provided much more frequent service than we are getting now. What 
has happened? Somewhere along the way the legislators from Anchorage 
and Mat-Su who control the budget, and various governors, including the 
current one, decided that the ferry system is not worth funding. Now they’re 
selling off the ships. In doing this they are telling the people of Southeast, 
“You’re not important to us. We don’t care about you.” 

If Southeast’s communities are to survive, something has to change. If 
the current system of ferries running 24 hours a day with two full crews 
isn’t working, maybe we should look at a “hub-and-spoke” system of day 
boats. Maybe the villages would be more efficiently served by smaller, 
faster boats. Maybe the Inter-Island Ferry Authority model that is working 
well for Prince of Wales Island can be applied to other parts of Southeast. 
There must be a solution. In the meantime, speak out. Call legislators and 
the governor and tell them to fund the ferry system. 

Rob Goldberg

I am writing on behalf of the Foundation for the Chilkat Center for the 
Arts.  Members of our board recently attended the Chilkat Valley Community 
Foundation donor recognition reception.  We were reminded once again 
how valuable that organization is to the vitality of this community.  This 
year they funded everything from a sousaphone for the marching band to 
interactive computer stations for the Haines Sheldon Museum.  This past 
year the FCCA was able to hire an architect to draw up the final plans for 
our Bitchin’ Kitchen Project thanks to the generosity of the CVCF. Thank 
you, thank you CVCF for all you do.

Lorrie Dudzik
FCCA board member

The Haines Sportsman’s Association expresses its appreciation to all 
who entered 2019 Silver Salmon Derby. Fisher-folk from Haines, Juneau, 
Canada, and places as far away as Arizona and Washington, D.C. were 
casting lines for coho. Local area businesses contribute to our derby’s 
success. We thank the following for their generous contributions: Outfitter 
Sporting Goods, Alaska Sport Shop, Captain’s Choice Motel, Constantine/
Palmer Project, Alaska Seaplanes, Howser’s IGA, Storage and Warehouse, 
and Delta Western. The LUTAK FIVE contributed the cash prizes for this 
year’s first Kids Silver Derby. The derby is a superb opportunity to get 
out with family and friends to enjoy sport fishing on our rivers and inlets. 
Proceeds generated from the Haines Sportsman’s Association Silver Salmon 
Derby are awarded as annual scholarships. We appreciate your continuing 
support, input, and generosity. Fish On!

Cheryl Stickler

I want to thank our local doctors for bringing up the potential health-
related effects of a large-scale mine on our community. The question is not 
whether or not miners are good people, of course they are. The question is 
whether or not a mine the size and scale of Constantine is the best choice 
forward for Haines and Klukwan.  To suggest that doctors would treat 
miners differently flies in the face of their Hippocratic oath and questions 
their unimpeachable integrity. This type of approach muddles the discussion 
and makes others less likely to engage.

 To deny that there will be impacts on our social fabric as well as our 
water quality is to deny history.  Rather than attack our doctors, I suggest 
that we look very carefully at the potential negative social and environmental 
impacts we will face. The big questions are: What are the risks and rewards 
of a high-sulfide mine like Constantine for Haines and Klukwan? What types 
of impacts have mines like Constantine had on other small communities 
in Alaska, the lower 48, and around the world? What would Haines and 
Klukwan be like if our fisheries were damaged beyond repair? Our Mining 
Forum could be a place where these issues are discussed in a beneficial 
fashion. Unfortunately, the “Mining Forum” has become a mouthpiece 
for the pro-mine lobby. It does not provide an opportunity for balanced 
discussion and debate. 

Joe Ordonez

Denny and Lora Parker, Ryno’s parents, would like to thank so many 
people in Haines, that we can’t name them!  We are thankful for the friends 
who hosted a baby shower for Danina.  We are thankful for all of the prayers 
and love while Ryan, Danina and Raevyn were in Anchorage having Emory 
Jacob!  We are thankful for the special friend who started a meal train and 
all those who contributed!  We enjoyed the deliciousness, and it was so 
wonderful not to plan and prepare dinner!  We are thankful for all of you 
who show your support by eating at Raevyn’s Café.  You make it possible 
for them to live here!  So many of you support, encourage and love our 
precious ones, with the care of extended family.  When we are in Texas, that 
gives us such comfort.  And when we are in Haines, we love participating 
in this sweet community!  It is not always easy to live here, especially in 
winter.  A special thanks to those of you parents who can appreciate the 
responsibilities of owning a business while parenting a 2-year-old and an 
infant!  Your support has been so evident!  Enjoy that great food, this winter!  
We appreciate you so much!

Denny and Lora Parker

Letters to the Editor
Thanks for working in the wind
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individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.
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Ferry system declining, SE not important?

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

By Lexie DeWitt
Dr. Michelle Oakley is featured 

in an article on People.com for her 
work with Archer, the Haines dog 
who was burned in a house fire 
last year. “Archer’s story, a graft 
surgery for his eye, will be in our 
next season, too, which comes out 
in March. He is doing great,” the 
vet said. The People article high-
lights how Oakley used tilapia skin 
to help heal his wounds and make 
a miraculous recovery. All seasons 
of Dr. Oakley Yukon Vet are now 
available on Disney’s new stream-
ing service. “We are really excited 
for the potential to get more view-
ers and have it available interna-
tionally,” Oakley said. 

Last weekend’s bald eagle fes-
tival wrapped up with a celebra-
tion dinner on Saturday, catered 
by chef Travis Kukull. The band 
Sunny North Extension played mu-
sic while attendees square danced, 
even in the midst of a power out-
age. Dave Olerud also accepted 
an award on behalf of the Alaska 
Legislature from Jesse Kiehl, 
which was presented by former 
Haines teacher and principal Gary 
Matthews. The award was for the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation’s 
quarter century of service and con-
servation on behalf of the bald ea-
gle’s habitat, through education and 
stewardship. 

Genny Rietze has returned from a 
Rise Business Conference in South 
Carolina. The conference was start-
ed by Rachel Hollis, famed author 
of the book Girl Wash Your Face. 
The conference was attended by 
6,000 people, most of whom were 
women, and from as far away as 
Australia. “There were eight guest 
speakers that shared their personal 
journey, tips and tricks and how 
they overcame failure. It was very 
real, inspirational, and encourag-
ing,” said Genny. She hopes to ap-
ply the concepts she learned to her 
business Haines Compost. “It was 

a good reset and good inspiration 
for big plans to come with Haines 
and composting,” she added. While 
waiting to get back to Haines, in Ju-
neau she also caught up with Lisa 
Daugherty, founder of Juneau 
Compost. 

Alaska Native Brotherhood and 
Alaska Native Sisterhood met in 
Anchorage for Grand Camp Con-
vention in October. Haines Camp 
5 ANS sent two delegates, Carol 
Lawrence and Leanne Converse. 
ANS elected new officers and Car-
ol Duis was elected secretary, along 
with Paulette Moreno of  Sitka as 
president, Sandra Churchill of 
Wrangell as first vice-president, 
Kevin Allen of Juneau as second 
vice-president, Cynthia Llanos of 
Ketchikan as treasurer, and Cyndi 
Reeves of Anchorage as sergeant at 
arms. The convention is a historic 
event. Heather Gurko was elected 
the first woman president of the 
ANB Grand Camp in its 107-year 
history. Also, at the conference at-
tendees had the opportunity to sign 
HB 126 establishing that each No-
vember is Alaska Native Heritage 
Month in Alaska. The U.S. Mint 
also unveiled the design for a $1 
gold coin in honor of Elizabeth 
Peratrovich and her civil rights 
activism for Alaska Natives, which 
will be available in 2020. 

Jenn Walsh and Chris Downer 
along with their son Azeo have just 
returned from a sunny rock climb-
ing trip in Red Rock Canyon out-
side of Las Vegas. They were also 
joined by other Haines locals, Ra-
chel Saitzyk, Jeffery Moskowitz, 
Brian Rougeux and Lizi Wirak. 
Highlights of the trip were the per-
fect sunshine and amazing rock 
climbing in the Nevada desert. 
“Azeo and I went to the Children’s 
Discovery Center and he loved 
the hands-on learning at the mu-
seum. He also really loved playing 
with his chalk bag while we were 
climbing and sprinkling chalk ev-

erywhere,” said Walsh. She and 
Wirak also were able to do a girls’ 
trip to climb Geronimo. Wirak and 
Rougeux, and friend Drew Peter-
son from Oregon climbed a 2200-
foot face called Solar Slab. 

The Haines Public Library is 
hosting Mad Science on Tuesdays. 
Education coordinator Tracey Wi-
rak is leading lessons for kids to 
learn about the scientific process 
and to get kids excited about hands-
on projects. “We have lots of snacks 
from the summer program, so kids 
can come in and have a snack while 
I read them a book themed around 
the experiment we will conduct,” 

Thursday, November 14
Tourism Advisory Board, 11:00 a.m. at the 

assembly chambers.
HEDC meeting, 3:00 p.m. at the assembly 

chambers.
Planning Commission Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 

assembly chambers.
Friday, November 15

Forage and Nature Walks, 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
meet at the Haines Library.

America Recycles Day, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at 
the Haines Friends of Recycling bins.
Saturday, November 16

Indoor Fall Farmers Market, 10:00 a.m. at the 
ANB Hall.
Saturday, November 17

Lea Harris’s birthday, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at the 
Fogcutter Bar.
Monday, November 18

RupLoops concert, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat 
Center. Presented by the Haines Arts Council.

Figure Drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon 
Museum, upstairs. Figure drawing with live models 
every Monday evening through November 25. This 
is a participation group, not a class. Bring your own 
supplies. Everyone is welcome to attend any part of 
the session. Contributions to the model are accepted 
but not necessary. Call Donna for more info, 766-
2707.
Tuesday, November 19

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public 
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak 
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature 
walks geared toward young children at Mosquito 
Lake School Community Center. Library books can 
be checked out as well. 766-6422.
Wednesday, November 20

Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation Society 
meeting, 12:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.

Learn How To…make salves and natural 
cleaners, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the Haines Library.

Fifth Democratic Debate streaming, 5:00 p.m. 
in the Library Community Room.
Friday, November 22

Lust for Dust or Patience Rewarded, 7:00 p.m. 
at the Chilkat Center. Play presented by the Lynn 
Canal Players. Contact Mark Sebens at 209-1256 
for more information.
Saturday, November 23

Haines Woman’s Club Annual Holiday Ba-
zaar, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the school cafeteria 
and elementary gym. Call Susan Johnston at 766-
2957 or 314-3155 to reserve a table.
Tuesday, November 26

Borough Public Meeting, 1:00 p.m. at the 
Haines Senior Center. General public invited to at-
tend meeting for the Haines Coordinated Transpor-
tation Plan. Contact Carolann Wooton at 766-6409 
for more information. 
Wednesday, November 27

Learn How To…ferment, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the 
Haines Library. A workshop on sourdough, sauer-
kraut and other fermentations.
Thursday, November 28

Thanksgiving.
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 11:00 a.m. – 

1:30 p.m. at the Haines School Cafeteria. 766-3109 
for more information. 
Friday, November 29

Black Friday events.
Tuesday, December 10

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.
Thursday, December 12

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.
Tuesday, December 17

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game AC 
committee meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the assembly 
Chambers
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6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.Local’s Tatshenshini River Trip

August 22 - 31, 2020
30% discount, space is limited

To register: 907-314-0340 or info@hainesrafting.com

RupLoops
Monday, November 18, 7pm 
Chilkat Center for the Arts

Tickets $18 General, $15 Members, Students FREE! 
Available at the door.

The Haines Arts Council presents

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Residential • Commercial • Land

Happy 70th birthday 
Lea Harris!

Join us at the Fogcutter Bar 
from 6:30 to 8:00pm 
Saturday Nov. 16th 

to Celebrate!

Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner

Haines School Cafeteria, 11am-1:30pm
Thursday, November 28

It’s all about community... Bring a side dish, 
volunteer to serve, help clean up, or
just bring your appetite. 
All are invited to share
a meal together.

Sponsored by the Haines Ministerial Association
766-3109 for info.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING

The HAINES BOROUGH will 
be holding a public meeting 
on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 
26 at 1:00 P.M. at the HAINES 
SENIOR CENTER (33 Mis-
sion Street). All public, private 
non-profit, and private for-prof-
it transportation providers, as 
well as the general public are 
invited to attend, participate 
and provide comment on the 
Haines Coordinated Trans-
portation Plan. For a copy of 
the plan prior to the meeting 
please contact Carolann Woo-
ton at 907-766-6409.

Policing issue heads GAS committee

Students write biomass resolution 

Children compete in 
coho derby for first time

HAL donates veterans building

Thanksgiving market at ANB hall

By Kyle Clayton 
Students  across  the s tate 

unanimously passed a resolution 
supporting the Haines Borough’s 
use of a biomass boiler to heat public 
buildings at an Alaska Association 
of Student Governments conference 
in Palmer earlier this month. The 
resolution was written by Haines 
High School seniors Dylan Chapell 
and Brennan Palmieri. 

In crafting the resolution, the 
pair cited evidence from eight 
studies and reports detailing the 
benefits of carbon-neutral biomass 
as a sustainable heat source, and 
the cost savings such a method 

would incur after “transitioning from 
heating oil to biomass heating for 
the Haines school, pool, Borough 
Administration Building, library 
and vocational education building.”

They cited the 300-acre Haines 
State Forest as a source of woodchips 
that would reduce the nearly 900,000 
pounds of carbon dioxide that the 
current oil heating system releases 
each year. At current oil prices, the 
borough would save $49, 537 a year. 

“Currently 16 percent, or 48 acres, 
is harvested per year. Only 10 acres, 
or a 3 percent increase, would be 
needed to accommodate a biomass 
facility,” the resolution states. 

In July, the borough assembly 
relinquished a $92,000 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture grant 
for a woodchipper for use in creating 
the biomass fuel.  The assembly 
had discussed leasing the machine 
to commercial businesses to create 
fuel for other customers until they 
learned it was prohibited under the 
grant rules. 

The borough has secured $1 
million in grant funding for the 
boiler, with an additional $1.7 million 
needed for the project that would be 
built near the Starvin’ Marvin Garden 

See HEAT page 3

By Kyle Clayton 
John Austin, 67, of White 

Rock, British Columbia, won the 
third annual Haines Sportsman’s 
Association 2019 Silver Salmon 
Derby with a 14.3-pound coho. 

Austin took home a $1,000 prize 
from the sportsman’s association 
along with a Lamiglass fly rod from 
Outfitter Sporting Goods. He’s been 
fishing in Haines for the last 37 years, 
he said.

Austin caught the winning salmon 
at 14 Mile around 12 p.m. during 
the first week of the derby. “It was 
a lucky cast and the fish cooperated 
and he even stayed on,” Austin said. 
“Sometimes they don’t. I don’t know 
that there’s any skill involved other 
than rod hours. It’s like winning at 
bingo, you’re just lucky I guess.”

Residents Robert Clay and Zach 
Tarleton took second and third place, 
along with a $500 and $250 prize 
respectively. Clay also won a $100 
gift certificate and a fly-tying kit from 
Outfitter Sporting Goods. Tarleton 
won a $100 gift certificate and a Plano 
tackle belt from Outfitter Sporting 
Goods along with $100 cash from 
Storage and Warehouse for catching 
the largest coho on a fly rod. Tarleton 
caught a 11.75-pound coho on a fly. 

The sportsman’s association for the 
first time awarded a prize to children 
open to ages 5-15 years old who 
competed in the derby. Resident Esra 
Nash turned in a 3.8-pound coho and 
took first place and a $75 cash prize 
for her age bracket. Cole Carlson, 
from Alberta, caught an 11-pound 
coho and took first in his age bracket. 

Seventy people participated in this 
year’s derby, 50 from Haines, 10 from 
Canada and 10 from other cities as 

near as Juneau and as far away as 
Washington D.C., said organizer 
Cheryl Stickler.

“Canadian visitors contribute 
annually to our derby and to Haines 
businesses,” Stickler said. “Their 
presence was certainly felt as four 
out of the 10 Canadian derby entrants 
won prizes.”

Derby fishermen turned in 37 
salmon, 13 of which were caught 
on flyrods. 

Six people won $50 gift certificates 
from Delta Western during the 
weekly drawing. 

The coho derby began Sept. 15 
and lasted through Oct. 29. The 
sportsman’s association started the 
coho derby after poor king returns 
prompted the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game to prohibit sport 
fishing for fish that had failed to meet 
escapement goals seven of the past 
10 years, prompting cancellation 
of the once-traditional king salmon 
derby. King salmon made the lower 
goal this year.  

Fish and Game sport fish biologist 
Rich Chapell said Chilkat River coho 
escapement was estimated at 36,000 
this year, just above the 30,000 lower 
escapement goal. 

“This escapement is lower than 
I expected based on the very high 
fish wheel catches in September,” 
Chapell said. “Possible reasons for 
this difference are: the run was early, 
with few fish entering the river in 
October after the fish wheels were 
pulled out; the fish wheels were 
in a really fishy spot this year, and 
relatively low water levels helped 
their efficiency.”

By Kyle Clayton 
The Haines Assisted Living 

board of directors donated the 
Soboleff-McRae Veteran’s Village 
to Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium.

The building was constructed in 
2015 after the Alaska Legislature 
appropriated $6 million for the job, 
and a $650,000 donation from the 
late Lucy Harrell helped complete the 
first floor. It’s home to 11 apartments 
available for lease to veterans and 
their surviving spouses, with four 
units designated for low income 
veterans. 

The first floor is a “wellness center” 
and the home of Southeast Alaska 
Independent Living, Hospice of 

Haines, Cornerstone Home Health 
and the SEARHC Haines Dental 
Clinic. 

Upon its ownership on or before 
Jan.1, 2020, SEARHC will relocate 
its behavioral health arm, Lynn Canal 
Counseling Services, into vacant 
commercial space.

“The donation is mutually 
beneficial to both organizations,” 
said HAL board member Jim Studley. 
“SEARHC needs additional space to 
build their behavioral health remodel 
of the undeveloped area. We looked at 
the numbers and it made sense for our 
board, that instead of us running and 
operating the building, they will.”

The HAL board approached 
SEARCH about the donation this 

summer, board member Dick Flegel 
said. The board approved it on Oct. 
29. 

SEARHC will provide maintenance 
services for the 18,000 square foot 
facility, in addition to the Haines 
Health Center and Klukwan Clinic. 

“This donation recognizes HAL 
and SEARHC’s mutual desire to 
enhance and continually improve 
the quality of life for the people 
of Haines and Southeast Alaska,” 
said SEARHC President and Chief 
Executive Officer Charles Clement 
in a press release. “SEARHC is 
committed to engaging in community 
partnerships and this opportunity 
continues the good work of HAL.” 

By Kyle Clayton
Haines Farmers Market vendors 

are offering a fall market at the ANB/
ANS hall on Saturday, Nov. 16 from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

Gourmet donut, scone and biscuit 
and gravy vendor Jennifer Motes 
organized the event that she said 
would help support vendors and 
provide Thanksgiving themed goods 

before the holiday. 
“For those of us who make our 

living throughout the year at the 
summer farmer’s market, it’s a long 
time until next year starts. I thought 
why not do an indoor farmers 
market and do it a little bit before 
Thanksgiving so people can pick up 
some great deals and get some local 
fresh produce and baked goods for 

their Thanksgiving table.”
At least 10 vendors will sell 

their goods at the Saturday market. 
Sunnyside Farms will sell carrots, 
beets, potatoes and kale. Debbi 
Knight Kennedy will sell her 
homemade specialty chocolates. 
Travis Kukull will offer pre-made 
meals including lasagna and roasted 
pork loin. He’ll also sell chicken liver 
mousse, kimchi, pickled red onions 
and fresh pasta dough. Liz Woodsin 
will also sell kimchi.

Prebaked pies, $1 hot chocolates, 
coffee and other goods will also be 
offered. 

By Jenna Kunze
Despite its new three-members, 

the Haines Borough Assembly is 
no closer to a solution on areawide 
policing.

On Tuesday, the same resolution 
that failed two months ago was 
brought up again, this time by 
assembly member Brenda Josephson. 

According to borough charter, the 
borough may provide “emergency 
dispatch” on an areawide basis. 
However, police service is limited 
to the townsite. Josephson, acting 

on borough clerk Alekka Fullerton’s 
September advice, wants to pass a 
resolution that interprets emergency 
dispatch to include the dispatch of 
police services. 

“The resolution right here is just 
about clarification, it’s not about a 
funding mechanism,” Josephson 
said. “We have actually been 
providing this service through the 
budget. The police budget this year 
is the largest that it’s been in the 
past couple of years. If we want 
to broaden the discussion, I think 

the budget time would be when we 
should speak to that.”

Assembly member Sean Maidy 
said that passing the resolution would 
create a loophole in charter.

“This is not a ‘what does dispatch 
mean’ question,” he said. “This is a 
‘changing the intent of a definition 
to circumvent charter’ question. 
Even if we were to acknowledge that 
dispatch in charter, we still wouldn’t 
be able to send (police services) 

See POLICE page 4

Resident Robert Clay caught the second largest fish in the coho derby. 
Photo courtesy of Tyler Swinton.

Square dance photo: Festival-goers square danced at the banquet Saturday evening. The dancers “did not 
miss a beat,” despite a 30-minute power outage, band member Gordie Julian said. Jenna Kunze photo.
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Determination lead to discovery
The Constantine Mining joint venture 
achieved several milestones in 2019, includ-
ing the addition of a second deposit to their 
polymetallic mineral resource, permitting 
(under review) for an underground explo-
ration ramp, and publishing of a positive 
Preliminary Economic Assessment. As ex-
ploration moves ahead toward develop-
ment, we take a moment to look back at the 
initial discovery that has fueled 50 years of 
exploration at the Palmer Project in Haines.

That exquisite sense of feel
In California in the early 60s, Merrill Palm-
er was a Depression-era baby, Korean War 
veteran, Californian and avid woodsman 
who heard that the Alaskan wilderness 
could give him the means to provide for his 
wife and two young sons. He loved his beat-
up ’57 Chevy but didn’t trust it enough to 
take it on the long trip, so in 1964 he bought 
a motorcycle and pointed it northward.  

In Haines, Palmer made fast friends and 
ended up at the US-Canada border for a 
visit. In the old log cabin there, a picture 
window looks out toward a certain moun-
tain across the river. Out of the thousands 
of peaks between California and Alaska, as 
he looked at this one, he suddenly felt some-
thing... extrasensory perception, the woods-
man’s sixth sense, a hunch. 

“Because it happened to me in such a dra-
matic way the first time, I don’t ignore it,” 
Palmer says, equating the moment in the 
cabin to the moment he met his wife. “The 
second I’d seen her, I knew our lives would 
be involved together. And I went on to mar-
ry her. I just knew.”  

To answer the mountain’s call, he crossed the 

Klehini River on foot and arrived at the base 
of Mt. Henry Clay where he and his hiking 
partner sat down to rest. That’s when he saw 
something, and suddenly felt it again. 

“You see that small reddish rock over there?” 
he told his friend. “My life is going to be in-
volved with that rock. I want to you remem-
ber this moment.” Then Palmer walked over 
and picked it up. It was squarish, an inch-
and-a-half wide, and his “exquisite sense 
of feel” kicked in. He doesn’t have only one 
intuitive gift, as it turns out. The stone’s un-
usual weight for its size gave him his first 
clue that it contained precious metals. 

When Palmer’s companion felt sure he was 
in the wilderness with a crazy man, Palmer 
didn’t blame him, and he didn’t argue. He let 
the rock’s laboratory results speak for them-
selves. This was no ordinary stone.

They returned to the area, found more 
promising samples, and sent them off to be 
assayed — lingo for “tested to determine ex-
act mineral content.” But when they didn’t 
all assay the way he’d hoped, “that was the 
beginning of the work,” as the newly minted 
prospector put it.

A hard-driving spirit
Hard work it was. Law stated that a per-
son had to physically post stakes in order 
to claim a plot, and the terrain around Mt. 
Henry Clay was steep, dangerous, icy, and 
most of all, remote. Palmer had to tackle all 
of it.

Although he lacked any formal training in 
geology, (“I was the dumbest prospector to 
ever go prospecting,” he’s been known to 
say) Palmer’s extraordinary senses served 
him well over the next three decades and he 
discovered promising mineral deposits that 
entire teams of geologists did not. In all, 
he staked 340 claims, some on lonely days, 
some during a “rush” while competing pros-
pecting teams in other helicopters flanked 
his, racing each other to hop out and drive 
stakes. 

In the decades that followed, Palmer be-
came a pivotal figure in the Haines Borough 
and was asked to conduct its first timber 
inventory to help determine loggers’ yearly 

sustained yield. In 1979, he ushered in the 
first Haines-Skagway Land Use Plan and 
in 1982 helped pen the Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Preserve’s founding charter, signed by Lynn 
Canal Conversation, the National Audubon 
Society and other groups. Throughout the 
years, he says, he always kept the well-being 
of the community front and center in his 
mind.  

From 1969 to 2006, Palmer invited 15 dif-
ferent companies to explore the property, 
and all 15 came and went. Often frustrated, 
Palmer never felt defeated. That first jolt of 
destiny always burned in him, even when, 
in 1992, his claims almost slipped out of 
his hands forever. That was the year a new 
fee structure came into effect for US min-
eral claims which meant he suddenly owed 
$60,000 per year. What was he going to do? 
He couldn’t afford that himself. In the nick 
of time, a mineral exploration company 
agreed to lease his claims and cover the fees. 
Palmer came within a hair’s breadth of kiss-
ing 25 years of prospecting good-bye.  

Finally, a foothold
Palmer says his idea in 1997 to visit Vancou-
ver and knock on Garfield MacVeigh’s door 
was one of his best. MacVeigh believed in 
the Palmer Property even while he himself 
changed companies. A welcome turning 
point in the saga arrived when MacVeigh 

decided to support a Master’s Degree thesis 
on the project.

“One of the biggest problems I’d have,” 
Palmer says, “is I’d have several geologists, 
but never one guy who’s seen the whole 
thing. But with [the master’s student] Dar-
win Green and everybody, they’ve been 
there, so we don’t have those problems any-
more.”  

The next major boon came in 2006 when 
MacVeigh brought his geological vision to a 
company formed specifically to explore and 
build the Palmer Property into the promis-
ing mineral project we know today. 

Reliable, steady livelihoods are not a fore-
gone conclusion to the octogenarian. Palm-
er knows what hunger feels like; sometimes, 
growing up, there wasn’t enough to go 
around. And he witnessed even worse fates 
while serving as a soldier along the North 
Korean border. The desire to contribute to 
society’s well-being kept him motivated 
about the Palmer Project through nearly 
forty years of false starts — what lies under-
ground “is a gift for the people,” he says.  

“I can’t think of a better asset for them or for 
everyone. Civilization is based upon min-
ing. Without successful mining, you don’t 
have a civilization.”  

“I want everyone to know that I had over the years several pros-
pecting companions. Evan Burnham was the first to join me into 
the wilderness of cliffs and no roads. After two trips where Evan 
and I had near fatal incidents, Evan had the good sense to call it 
a day before our good luck deserted us, but by this time I knew 
where the ore was coming from and asked Doug Morlan to help 
me. We made the discovery and Doug, being a tough World War 
II Navy Veteran, helped with a lot of the heavy lifting to staking 
the first claims after which he had to quit to make a living for his 

wonderful family. My brother, Victor Palmer, helped over the years when he could quit fishing, 
to make a living, to assist in this mining venture that wasn’t paying very well. Something like 
zero dollars per day! But when we finally got enough money to build a road Victor pioneered 
that road right up the mountain to a bench where no equipment but a helicopter has been 
since. After Doug Morlan made his two-year contribution, I met Ronald Ralston, a Decorated 
United States Marine Vietnam Veteran and tough is his middle name. No mountain too steep, 
no day too long and all in good cheer. Ron’s uncommon good sense served us very well, keeping 
our close calls to a minimum the same way his leadership as point man on infantry platoon 
patrol brought a lot of guys safely home from Vietnam. It has been my honor to be in the field 
with Ron and to know we had each other’s back covered in a tight spot!” – Merrill Palmer

Paid for by:

Merrill Palmer

Business Briefs
By Jenna Kunze

Bamboo Room pop up

Those who don’t have, borrow 
for a small fee—that’s chef Travis 
Kukull’s motto, exemplified in his 
first Haines pop up restaurant set for 
the Bamboo Room on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4.

Kukull will open the Bamboo 
Room and adjoining Pioneer Bar for 
business during its otherwise closed 
winter hours for a night of pan-Asian 
food, tiki-bar style.

“Pop ups create a following,” 
Kukull said. “It allows you to have 
fun with whatever food that you 
want to showcase (and) they’re 
generally pretty busy, because it’s just 
happening the once. I like tiki bars a 
whole lot, especially in winter time. 
It makes you feel like someplace 
tropical.”

On the menu: Kimchi fried rice 
with soft egg ($10), pork steamed 
buns ($8 each), okonomiyaki (savory 
Japanese pancakes, $15), miso ramen 
($15), and lime pie ($7).

Kukull, who previously owned 
two Seattle-area restaurants, said 
he’s always been influenced by 
Asian food. “It’s part of my everyday 
eating,” he said. “I grew up (in 
Seattle) eating Chinese and Japanese 
and Filipino food.”

His encouragement to the faint of 
heart: “If you like burgers, you will 
probably like this. It’s just like the 
Japanese version of pizza,” he said 
of the okonomiyaki. “It means ‘fried 

as you like it.’”
In Haines this year, Kukull has 

cooked the brewer’s dinner at 
Beerfest, the American Bald Eagle 
Foundation fundraiser dinner, and 
sold food at the state fair, beerfest, 
and regularly at the Farmer’s Market. 

The Pioneer Bar will feature  
drink specials (including Mai Tais, 
pineapple daiquiris, and jungle bird 
cocktails), beach party decorations, 
and probably live music, owner 
Christy Tengs said.

“I think it’ll be good for Travis 
to show his talent but also to show 
that we’re up for doing some new 
and interesting things at the Bamboo 
Room,” she said. “If it goes well, 
we’ll do it throughout the winter.”

Food will be served from 5 to 9 p.m.

Port Chilkoot Distillery expands

This spring, Haines spirit drinkers 
are in for an upgrade—Port Chilkoot 
Distillery is expanding its tasting 
room to nearly eight times its current 
size.

Beginning this winter, the local 
distillery will move its production 
to the neighboring building, opening 
up the current space as an expanded 
tasting room by next summer.

“We’re moving into the space we 
need to operate as we are,” co-owner 
Heather Shade said. “The new space 
and some equipment modification 
will allow us expand production, 
make and mature more whiskey in 
barrels, (and) allow us to grow our 
business and start distributing out 

of Alaska.”
The 150-square-foot tasting room 

has operated under the same roof as 
production since the Alaska state law 
changed to allow tasting rooms in 
distilleries in 2014. Shade and Sean 
Copeland opened the distillery in 
the historic fort’s former bakery in 
October 2013.

Their whiskies and spirits have 
since won various awards. In 2015, 
the 50 Fathoms Gin won The San 
Francisco World Spirits Competition, 
and was later recognized by Travel + 
Leisure editors as a favorite.

The new production building, built 
by Copeland and a local team with 
similarly-styled fort architecture, 
will house four times as much 
whiskey as current storage space 
allows.

Copeland broke ground on the 
42,000 square foot building in May.

“Right now, there’s demand for 
whiskey around Alaska and we’re 
unable to supply it,” Shade said.

The owners assure visitors that 
the tasting room will have the same 
personalized atmosphere, just in a 
larger space.

Visitors will soon enter through 
the alleyway door, and the porch will 
be accessible through the building.

Copeland envisions the seating 
space to look similar to Haines 
Brewery: “A lot of standing room, 
maybe some tall tables,” he said. 

Owners anticipate keeping the 
current tasting room open as long as 
possible this winter before making 
expansion changes. There will be an 

open house in the spring for locals 
to tour the new distillery facility, 
Shade said. Other changes on the 
horizon: production tours, expanded 
merchandise, and maybe even more 
products.

Port Chilkoot Distillery’s winter 
hours are 4 to 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday.

E-bike rentals

Cemetery Hill just became a whole 
lot more manageable, with Alaska 
Local Tours electric bike rentals 
available to Haines locals through 
the winter.

“You can cover a lot of ground in 
two hours on those bikes,” owner 
Brayton Long said this week.

Long bought an inventory of six 
bikes this summer, including two 
fat tire bikes and four “sportier” 
city cruisers, from Rad Power Bikes 
in Seattle. He rented them at an 
hourly rate to cruise ship passengers 
beginning in July.

“It was pretty promising,” Long 
said. “I wish I had gotten them earlier 
in the season. They are great for older 
people, and people that don’t ride 
bikes on a regular basis.”

Long wants to extend his summer 
season by offering locals a discount 
rate for winter rentals. He said he 
expects the fat tire bikes to fare well 
in the ice and snow, though he hasn’t 
tested them out yet.

Rad Power Bikes public relations 
officer Tessa Ward told the CVN 
that the RadRover fat bike “is very 
capable on snow and ice.”

“The 4 (inch) fat tires are designed 
to handle some of the most difficult 
conditions, including gravel, ice, 
and snow,” Ward wrote in an email. 
“The large surface area of the tires 
gives the rider increased traction and 
stability. Additionally, the tires have 
a knobbier thread which is ideal for 
looser terrain such as snow.”

The Fat Bike was named 
“Best Electric Fat Bike” on 
ElectricBikeReviews.com for two 
years running. The battery can last 
between 25-45 miles per charge 
depending on use, according to the 
website.

The bikes have adjustable motor 
power, so riders can set how much 
power assistance they want on hills, 
Long said.

Alaska Local Tours provides 
helmets and locks for rentals. The 
bikes are fitted with automatic brake 
lights, headlights, and a bell for 
passing. Long said he will charge a 
local rate of $18 an hour.

Interested renters can call Long at 
907-419-6711 to request a test ride 
on an e-bike.

Next summer, Long said he plans 
to extend his tour offerings to include 
e-bike tours.

outside of the townsite.”
Maidy said he recently talked 

to 20 experts in the field of law 
enforcement and criminal justice, 
including professors and police 
chiefs, who supported his position. 
He later told the CVN that all of the 
individuals he talked to spoke to him 
“on the condition of anonymity.”

At the meeting, Maidy said it’s 
not the assembly’s role to interpret 
charter, although borough clerk 
Alekka Fullerton disagrees. “The 
Haines Borough Assembly is exactly 
the body that is supposed to interpret 
charter,” Fullerton said. 

In August, Borough attorney 
Brooks Chandler weighed in that 
“the charter should be interpreted 
as originally intended.” 

He said the reference of emergency 
dispatch in charter is “not intended 
to authorize ‘emergency’ police 
response outside the townsite. Actual 
police officers responding beyond 
townsite limits are a component of 
the operation of a ‘police department’ 
not a component of …emergency 
dispatch.’”

Chandler said that, now that 
circumstances have changed in 
Haines and troopers no longer patrol 
outside townsite boundaries, the 
charter may need to change to reflect 
that. “This is preferable to strained 
interpretations of the dispatch 
function to include officer response.”

Assembly member Zephyr 
Sincerny said that putting weight on 
what the borough attorney suggests 
is worthy of consideration. 

Assembly member Paul Rogers 
said he doesn’t think the issue is 
complex. “I think if we do this 
definition as it’s been proposed, it 
grants the police the responsibility 
to go outside the townsite in 
emergencies. I think that’s all you 
need. I don’t think you need a charter 
amendment to do that. I think this is 
a simple case of having the assembly 
react to a situation and grant the 
police the opportunity to do what 
they think they need to be able to 
do,” he said. “And I don’t think it’s 
more complicated than that.”

Schnabel told assembly members 
that expanding emergency service 
would require funding. “If this passes 
you are effectively saying that you’re 
agreeing to pay for the services of 
your police department outside of 
your jurisdiction,” she said. “I think 
the inclusion of how this is going to 
be paid for is appropriate.”

Schnabel said the cost would be 
estimated at $70,000. 

Scott moved to send the resolution 
to committee for clarification on 
resolution language, and potential 
impact on charter, Haines police and 
residents. The motion passed with 
Rogers opposed.

The government affairs and 
services committee meeting has yet 
to be scheduled. 

POLICE from page 3

Get out and support the Arts!The Rad Rover all terrain electronic fat bike. Brayton Long photo.
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Best Reporting on Science
Best Alaska Outdoors Reporting

Best Culture Reporting 
Best Comprehensive Coverage

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting 
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on all your earthworkSponsored by

Nov. 17, 1969
The Alaska Travel Show – at the Chilkat Center for 

the Arts on Thanksgiving Weekend – is a presentation 
of prose, poetry, song and color slides by Larry 
Beck, the “Bard of Alaska”, who is its producer, 
director, and star.

Beck is described by Lowell Thomas as the 
“new and exciting voice of the Great Land,” who 
transforms the atmosphere from sordid tragedy to 
wry humor, to tender love with a flick of verse and 
a change of shirt!

He spent years of preparation and research in 
developing authentic costumes, history and the full 
flavor of the Gold Rush era as well as the story of 
Alaska today.

Oregon-born but Alaska-reared, Beck attained 
success first in the business world, but a lifetime 
of admiration for Robert Service and Alaska lore 
bubbled to the surface in 1964 with the cutting of his 
first LP album, “Larry Beck Recites Robert Service.”

Nov. 17, 1994
A fly-over survey of the Chilkat Valley’s moose 

population early this week turned up encouraging 
numbers, according to the biologist making the count.

“I’m pretty pleased with what we found,” Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game area management 
biologist Matt Robus said Tuesday. “The indicators 
of the health of the herd are good.”

Robust took advantage of Monday’s clear weather 
and early snow cover to fly over the flatland portions 
of the Chilkat Valley, including Murphy Flats, the 
Tahkin River, Chilkat Lake, Porcupine and the area 
of the upper Chilkat between Wells Bridge and 
Turtle Rock.

Robus spotted 149 moose during the survey, 
including 41 bulls, 77 cows and 27 calves. “The 
proportion of young animals to adults is excellent,” 
Robus said, adding, “They’re the best I’ve seen since 
I’ve been in the Southeast.”

Numbers are down from last year, when 176 moose 
were counted, but likely don’t indicate a significant 
population decline, said Robus. He speculated that 
this week’s early winter survey likely missed moose 

hidden on the valley’s forested hillsides. Later 
surveys, such as last year’s Jan. 20 count, occur when 
animals are more exposed and visible.

In general, biologists estimate an aerial survey 
locates half the animals in the herd.

Nov. 12, 2009
After a year off from running, Haines High School 

graduate Christine Hansen has successfully walked 
on to the track team at Marquette University. 

The First Haines runner to compete at a Division 
I university in decades, Hansen qualified for the 
team to race in middle distance events: 400 and 800 
meters and hurdles.

A 2008 Haines graduate, Hansen was second in 
the state in the 300-meter hurdles and third in the 
100-meter hurdles her senior year. She was part of a 
squad that was runner-up at state. But she said her prep 
experience pales compared to runners from Outside.

“I tell them I had four meets a season, and most 
of them had 16 to 18.”

Hansen competed on the Marquette club rowing 
team her freshman year, but decided not to try out 
for the track team due to class schedule conflicts.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Saturday
Saturday

16
23

9:45am
11:15am

11:15am
12:45pm

MALASPINA
MALASPINA

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Depart
to JNU

Saturday
Saturday

16
23

3:45pm
4:45pm

5:45pm
6:45pm

MALASPINA
MALASPINA

Sponsored

   by

call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423
AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge

Recording
766-2113

766-2444Harbor Bar

766-2442

Monday-Saturday           
4:00-8:00 p.m.       

Sunday
Closed

Winter hours:

COMPETITIVE LAND FOR SALE AND LEASE
The University of Alaska Land Management office is offering land 
for sale and lease through a competitive sealed bid. Specific parcel 
information along with the terms and conditions for submitting an 
offer is available online at www.ualand.com. Important dates for this 
competitive land sale and lease.
• Sale opens at 8:00 A.M. Wednesday, October 9, 2019
• Sale closes 5:00 P.M. Monday, November 18, 2019
• Bids opened 10:00 A.M. Thursday, November 21, 2019

Email: ua-land@alaska.edu • www.ualand.com
Anchorage Office 907-786-7766 • Fairbanks Office 907-450-8133

Chena Hot Springs Parcels
Gilmore-First Chance Creek
Larrabee Subdivision
North River Bend Estates
Otto Geist Subdivision
Silver Creek Subdivision
Tungsten Subdivision
Vista Gold Subdivision
Wood River Parcels

Fairbanks: 10 miles NE off Chena Hots Springs Rd
Fairbanks: 13 miles NE off First Chance Creek Rd
Quartz Lake: MP 84 of the Richardson Hwy SE of Fairbanks
North Pole: 6 miles N on Dieringer Ave
Fairbanks: Loftus Rd in Fairbanks
Fairbanks: 12 miles N off Goldstream Rd
Fairbanks: 7 miles NE off Chena Hot Springs Rd to Tungsten Trail
Fairbanks: 13 miles off Goldstream Rd to Pandora Dr & September Ct
Wood River: 40 miles SW of Fairbanks

NORTHERN REGION

SOUTHCENTRAL REGION
Aspen Acres Subdivision
Benka Lake Alaska Subdivision
Copper Flats Subdivision
Houston Parcel
Kasilof Parcels
Point MacKenzie Experimental Station
Silver Springs Terrace Subdivision
Sunshine Parcel
Swartz Subdivision Addition No 1
Talkeetna Parcel
Damon Plaza Subdivision #2

Copper Center: Copper Center Airport #2
Talkeetna: Off mile 3 Talkeetna Spur to Yoder Rd
Copper Center: 5 miles N of Copper Center
Houston: Parks Highway mile 60
Kasilof: 4 miles S on Crooked Creek Rd
Wasilla: Pt MacKenzie Rd
Copper Center: 4 miles N to Silver Springs Rd
Talkeetna: Parks Highway 13 miles SE
Wasilla: 19 miles SW off Knik-Goose Bay Rd
Talkeetna: Off 12 mile Talkeetna Spur to Petwood Cir
Soldotna: 3 miles SW on Kalifornsky Beach Rd (Commercial Lease)

SOUTHEAST REGION
Crystal Mountain View Subdivision
Etolin View Subdivision
Ice House Cove Parcel
Mountain Point Lighthouse Subdivision
North Chilkat Subdivision

Petersburg: 13 miles S on Wrangell Narrows
Coffman Cove: Prince of Wales Island
Ketchikan: Carroll Point on Revillagigedo Island 8 miles SE of Ketichkan
Petersburg: 5 miles S on Wrangell Narrows
Haines: 25 miles NW of Haines

CHILKAT FOOD CHAIN – A bald eagle takes 
a bite out of a salmon along the Chilkat River 
recently. The 15th annual Alaska Bald Eagle 
Festival continues through Sunday, with live bird 
presentations, wildlife talks and other events held 
at the Bald Eagle Foundation.

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Indoor Farmers Market
Saturday, Nov. 16th

10 a.m. at the ANB hall

and does the Clean Water Act apply 
when pollutants meet U.S. waters 
indirectly?

In Hawaii, Maui County was 
injecting treated sewage underground 
into wells, where the wastewater 
later mixed with groundwater and 
seeped into the Pacific Ocean. 
Environmentalists sued the county, 
saying the Clean Water Act should 
regulate the discharges. The county 
argued that since the groundwater 
delivered pollutants into the ocean, 
not the wells, the Clean Water Act 
didn’t apply.  

During oral arguments on Nov. 
6, Supreme Court justices grappled 
with analogies. 

Justice Stephen Breyer said that 
treating land as the conveyance into 
the ocean provided an “absolute 
road map” for polluters to skirt 
regulations. “What happens if you 
just take the pipe and you decide 
what we’ll do is going to end the 
pipe 35 feet from the river or from 
the ocean? You know perfectly well 
it’ll drip down around it (and) will 
be carried out into the navigable 
water,” Breyer said.

Justice Samuel Alito spoke about 
the implications for homeowners 
with faulty septic tanks.

“And then it turns out some things 
are leaching out of the septic tank 10 
years later and making its way into 
waters of the United States, that they 
would be violating the Clean Water 
Act for lack of a permit,” he said.

David Henkin, a lawyer for 
environmental groups suing the 
county, likened the groundwater 
conveyance to a car carrying 
groceries.

“When you buy groceries, you say 
they came from the store, not from 
your car, even though that’s the last 
place they were before they entered 
your house,” he said. “Likewise, 
the millions of gallons of treated 
sewage entering the Pacific Ocean 
off West Maui every day come 
from petitioner’s wells under any 
understanding of the term.”

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals sided with environmentalists, 
which held that the pollutants from 
the “point source” ultimately ended 
up in the U.S. surface waters. The 
Maui County Council voted to settle 
the lawsuit brought by environmental 
groups. But in October, Maui Mayor 
Michael Victorino rejected settling 
the lawsuit, writing in a statement that 

“the best interests of our residents, 
our visitors, and the environment 
will be best served by having this 
case settled by the Supreme Court.”

In September, DEC remanded 
Constantine’s waste management 
permit for further evaluation. 
Division of Water acting director 
Amber LaBlanc said in a statement, 
“Staff will evaluate the applicability 
and potential implications of the 9th 
Circuit Court … ruling with regard to 
the appropriate wastewater discharge 
permit strategy.” That decision — to 
uphold, modify, or revoke the current 
permit — was originally slated for 
release in December, six months 
before the deadline for the Supreme 
Court to release its decision. This 
week, the agency said there is no 
time limit on its decision.

Alaska Clean Water Advocacy 
Director Gershon Cohen, who 
originally raised the issue of 
precedent set by the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals case in April during 
the review process, said DEC and 
Constantine have a choice to make.

“If Constantine and DEC decide 
to again pursue the groundwater 
discharge permit and it is reissued, 
given the 9th Circuit decision on 
essentially the same issue, it’s 
likely the permit will be struck 
down,” he said. “A (Supreme 
Court) decision reaffirming or 
overruling the 9th Circuit will not 
be public until late spring or early 
summer, so Constantine will be 
going into their 2020 building season 
without the permit authority to 
build the infrastructure described in 
their plan of operations. Their other 
option is to apply for a surface water 
discharge permit now, as required 
by law.”

Liz  Cornejo ,  Constant ine 
spokesperson, said the company 
will continue to cooperate with 
DEC during the permit review. “The 
permit remains valid during this 
review period and we have initiated 
the required monitoring program in 
advance of any construction work,” 
she said. “Construction of the 
underground ramp (tunnel) will not 
begin and no water discharge will 
occur until we have DEC support 
and approval.”

 Cornejo did not comment 
on the Supreme Court case or its 
potential impacts on the DEC review 
“out of respect for the regulatory and 
judicial system.”

COURT from page 1

HAINES BOROUGH 
BOARD/COMMISSION VACANCIES

Calling all Haines Residents interested in participating in local 
government!  Join one of our many boards and commissions!  

Chilkat Center Advisory Board, Code Review Commission, Fire 
Service Area #3, Historic Dalton Trail RMSA, Letnikof Estates 
RMSA, Library Advisory Board, Museum Board of Trustees, Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee, Planning Commission, Port and 
Harbor Advisory Committee, Public Safety Commission, Riverview 
Drive RMSA and Tourism Advisory Board all have openings

To learn about vacancies, go to Boards and Commissions on our 
website www.hainesalaska.gov. Email or drop off applications to 
afullerton@haines.ak.us.
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Tuesday, November 5
A caller reported a bear getting 

into garbage on 4th Ave.
A caller reported a sow and three 

cubs on 200 Block N 1st Ave.
A caller reported seeing a bear 

on 600 Block Haines Hwy.
An intrusion alarm was activated 

on Main St.
Wednesday, November 6

An intrusion alarm was activated 
on Main St.

A caller requested extra patrols 
on Mathias Ave.
Thursday, October 7

HBPD investigated a possible 
DVO violation. 
Friday, November 8

A caller reported a dog chasing 
a moose on McPheters Ln.

A caller reported damage to the 
ball field at 27 Mile Haines Hwy.

HVFD responded to a service 
call on Union St.

An intrusion alarm was activated 
on Main St.
Saturday, November 9

An intrusion alarm was activated 
at 0 Mile Haines Hwy. 

A caller reported a tree on the 
power lines on Small Tracts Rd.

An alarm was activated on 100 
Block Main St.

Found property was returned to 
the owner on Main St.

A caller reported an individual 

checking vehicle doors on Main St.
A caller reported a theft of 

firewood on Deishu Dr.
A caller reported a down tree 

blocking traffic on Mud Bay Rd.
A caller reported a power outage 

in the Haines area.
HBPD made contact with a 

vehicle on Soap Suds Alley.
A burglar alarm was activated on 

100 Block Main St.
Sunday, November 10

An intrusion alarm was activated 
at 0 Mile Haines Hwy.

A caller reported a theft of 
property on Deishu Dr.

A caller reported a bear getting 
into garbage on 200 Block S 2nd 
Ave.
Monday, November 11

A caller reported a possible 
wildlife violation at 20 Mile Haines 
Hwy.

Received a report of fraudulent 
activity on 600 Block Haines Hwy.

A caller reported an individual 
yelling obscenities on S Beach Rd.

There were two 911 hang-
ups, three canine, eight EMS 
calls and nine traffic stops during 
this reporting period. Additional 
information is available Haines 
Borough Pol ice Depar tment 
website and Facebook page. 

Police Report

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

  

3.27 pounds, down from 3.76 and chum 
weight at 7.07 pounds declined from 8 
pounds on average.

At Southeast Alaska fishermen caught 
32.2 million salmon valued at over $101.8 
million. That compares to 21.2 million 
fish valued at $133.6 million in 2018.

Prince William Sound fishermen har-
vested 57.75 million salmon this valued at 
just under $115 million. Last year’s take 
was just over 29 million fish valued at 
nearly $95 million.        

At Cook Inlet, fishermen caught more 
than 4.3 million salmon valued at nearly 
$23 million. That’s a slight improvement 
over the nearly 3.3 million fish valued at 
$18 million in 2018.

Bristol Bay fishermen had a total salm-
on catch of nearly 44.5 million salmon of 
which almost 43 million were sockeyes. 
The value of over $306.5 million was a 
record and compares to 43.5 million fish 
worth $281 at the docks in 2018.

Kodiak’s salmon fishery produced 35.7 
million fish valued at $47 million. That 
compares to fewer than 9 million salmon 
worth $27.8 million last year.

At Chignik, fishermen fared far better 
with a catch of 3.5 million salmon valued 
at $8 million. Last year harvesters took 
just over 1,000 salmon (only 128 sock-
eyes!) worth less than $4,000.

At the Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian 
Islands region, a bumper catch of nearly 
21 million pinks in the southern district 
pushed the total salmon catch to nearly 27 
million salmon valued at over $49 million. 
Last year fishermen there took just over 
6 million salmon worth more than $29 
million.

On the Yukon, fishermen took 561,644 
fish, mostly chums, for a total fishery val-
ue topping $2.5 million. That compares to 
over one million salmon valued at nearly 
$4.7 million in 2018.

Norton Sound harvesters landed 
381,124 salmon worth just over $2 million 
at the docks. That compares to 540,796 
salmon valued at $4 million last year.

At Kotzebue, fishermen caught 493,340 
salmon, nearly all chums, valued at over 
$1.5 million. That’s down from 695,000 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
November 8, 2019

Alaska’s 2019 salmon season was 
worth $657.6 million to fishermen, a 10% 
increase from the 2018 fishery.

Sockeye salmon accounted for near-
ly 64% of the total value, topping $421 
million, and 27% of the harvest at 55.2 
million fish.

Those are the lead takeaways in a 
summary from the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game that reveals preliminary 
estimates of salmon harvests and values 
by region. The final values will be deter-
mined in 2020 after processors, buyers, 
and direct marketers submit their totals 
paid to fishermen.

Pink salmon were the second most valu-
able species representing 20% of the total 
dockside value at $128.6 million, and 62% 
of the harvest at just over 129 million fish.

Chum salmon accounted for 10% of 
the value at $63.8 million and 9% of the 
harvest at 18.5 million. Coho salmon 
contributed about 5% of the fishery value 
at $29.6 million and 2% of the harvest at 
3.8 million fish.

The Chinook salmon harvest of just 
over 272,000 was worth $14.4 million to 
fishermen, the third lowest value since 
limited entry began in 1975.        

Salmon prices for 2019 took a dip for 
all but sockeyes which averaged $1.45 
per pound, an increase from $1.33. The 
average price for Chinook was $4.48 per 
pound, down from $5.98 in 2018. Cohos 
at $1.15 dropped from $1.34; pink salmon 
at $.30 declined from $.45 and chums at 
$.49 took a big dip from the $.78 paid on 
average last year.

The price drops, especially for pinks 
and chums, likely stemmed from the huge 
Russian harvest that was expected to 
approach 1.8 billion pounds this year. That 
compares to a 2019 Alaska salmon catch 
of just over 872 million pounds.

Average salmon weights this year 
were 11.84 pounds for Chinook, up from 
11.59 pounds in 2018. Sockeye weight 
of 5.24 pounds was down slightly from 
5.26 pounds. Coho salmon averaged 6.77 
pounds, down from 7.42; pinks averaged 

fish last year, worth nearly $2.3 million at 
the docks.

Once again, there was no salmon fishing 
opportunity for fishermen at the Kuskok-
wim. The region’s CDQ groups abruptly 
closed its plant at Platinum a few years 
ago. No buyer means no commercial 
salmon fishing.  

Kodiak gets some crab - It’s a go for 
Kodiak’s Tanner crab fishery, albeit a 
small one – but better catches aren’t far 
off.

The mid-January fishery will have a 
combined 400,000 pounds catch limit in 
two areas, the minimum to open a fishery. 
At average weights of 2.2 pounds, the 
fishery should produce 182,000 crabs. 
That’s down from a harvest of 615,000 
pounds last season.

Crabbers are tapping on the tail end of 
a big Tanner year class from 2013, said 
Natura Richardson, assistant area manag-
er for the westward region at the Alaska 
Dept. of Fish and Game office at Kodiak.

“The east side’s going to have a 300,000 
pound harvest and the southeast is going 
to have 100,000 pounds. And particularly 
on the east side, this definitely is fish-
ing on the same crab that they’ve been 
targeting for the last two seasons,” she 
explained.  “We first saw this big cohort 
from 2013 in the survey, and that’s what 
we fished on in 2018 and 2019. And 2020 
is probably going to be the last hit on this 
specific cohort.

Despite the low catch, she said manag-
ers don’t expect the fishery to go fast.

“We don’t have any conservation con-
cerns because there are so many mature 
crabs in the water that we still feel that we 
are leaving a good standing stock to repro-
duce,” she said. (Only mature male crabs 
can be retained for sale.)  “But because 
of that people are going to be seeing a lot 
of non- target crab and not as many legal 
crabs, so it is probably not going to be 
really hot and heavy with high catches per 
pot. I think that it’s going to be a little bit 
more work to get to the legal males.”

Looking ahead, the future bodes well 
for westward region Tanners. Surveys 

have been tracking the biggest pulse of 
crab they’ve ever seen for several years, 
and the crabs seem to be growing faster 
than usual. It can take more than five 
years for the crab to grow to harvestable 
size.

“The next pulse in the water has defi-
nitely retained,” Richardson said. “We 
saw them in the survey last year and again 
this year. So we have a lot of hope that 
they will continue to track through the 
population. They have survived at a higher 
rate relative to the previous 2013 pulse, so 
that definitely looks promising for future 
fisheries.”

The big pulse of crab should enter the 
fishery within a couple of years. Richard-
son agreed that the 80% cod crash in the 
Gulf last year might be a reason that the 
recruits are showing better survival, as 
cod eat lots of small crab.

Fisheries at Chignik and the South 
Peninsula will remain closed although the 
outlook for those regions appears hopeful. 

Last season 82 crabbers dropped pots 
for Tanners at Kodiak. The statewide aver-
age price was $3.94/lb.

By the way -- Tanner crab is spelled 
with a capitol “T” because it is named 
after discoverer Zera Luther Tanner, com-
mander of the research vessel Albatross 
which explored Alaska waters in the late 
1800s.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd

Column 

sponsored by:

Seeking Letters of Interest From Borough Residents
for the 2019 Heliski Map Committee

Per Assembly Resolution, the 2019 amendments to the Commercial 
Ski Tour Areas map were postponed until after October 1, 2019. The 
Manager now seeks to establish an advisory committee to review 
proposed amendments.

Code provides that two members of the committee are to be chosen 
randomly from borough residents who petition to be members. The 
manager is to solicit applications by posting notice no less than ten 
days.

Letters of Interest will be accepted until 5:00pm on Tuesday, 
November 19, after which two will be randomly-selected.

Photographers capture eagle images near Klukwan. TamraLynn Hackett photo.

In last week’s obituary for John Hutchins, the zip code in the mailing 
address to reach Cheri and Keith Hutchins was incorrectly printed 
as 98235. The correct mailing address is 2481 Anderson Lake. Rd. 
Chimacum, WA 98325.

Correction:

behind the Aspen Hotel.  
Chapell said he and other students 

plan to request support for the 
biomass resolution from the borough 
assembly. 

Dori Getchell also wrote a 
resolution that supported removing 
industrial red meat in Alaska school 
lunches. Although the resolution was 
largely opposed at the beginning, 
after Getchell made her arguments 
and students discussed the merits of 
the position, she was able to garner 
additional support. 

“It was split right down the middle, 
17-17,” Getchell said. “It was good to 
see that I turned some heads.”

Getchell cited eight studies that 
point to industrial feed lots as 
contributing to climate change. She 
cited dangerous levels of methane 
emissions from cattle, the associated 
carbon emissions associated with 
maintaining industrial-sized feed 
lots, along with transportation and 
associated deforestation as reasons 
industrial red meat should be 
removed from school lunches. 

She also cited $42,000 in cost 
savings to the San Diego School 
District after it reduced the amount 
of meat and cheese in its school lunch 
program.  

Although the resolution failed, 
she said she plans to rewrite parts 
of it, and bring it back to the spring 
conference. She said the process 
involved has instilled a love of 
politics. 

“I used to live in Colorado and 
there were not any conferences like 
this at all where they’re student 
led, where students got to present 
issues that were important to them 
and get support from the rest of the 
delegate student body,” Getchell 
said. “It’s taught me a lot. We can 
make a change. You just have to be 
invested in it and you have to go out 
there and do it.”

HEAT from page 3

The return of the live performance...

Friday & Saturday
November 22 & 23, 2019

7:00 p.m.

A Hilarious Melodrama of
Jack Dalton and the Dalton Trail

Lynn Canal Players Presents

Chilkat Center for the Arts
~ Come cheer the hero and hiss the villain! ~

Adults - $10.00 • Children - $6.00 • Family - $30.00
This play ran for many years in Haines during the summers.

Mark Sebens • 209-1256

Advertise your Black 
Friday/Small Business 
Saturday sales in our 
November 21st issue! 

Chamber of Commerce members 
get a free ad this size (3 x 2.5 inches) 

with your 2019 membership.
 Call Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or 

email chilkatnews@gmail.com. Black Friday 
advertising deadline is 5 p.m.Friday, Nov. 15.
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New posts at tommorphet.com
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for 
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a 
month, plus utilities, deposit and 
references. 767-5662 (cb)

2002 RANGE ROVER for sale. Shop 
maintained. $3900 OBO. Call 
766-3576 for more info.

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is recruiting for an individual 
that can work with elders as a 
“Personal Assistant”.  Training 
available, please note this is a 
very demanding position. A back 
ground check is required,flexible 
hours, and working night shift 
is required.  Not everyone will 
meet this challenge and have the 
“caring gene” required.  $15 an 

(Un)Classified Ads
hour is the starting wage. Equal 
opportunity employer.  (907- 766 
- 3616 extension #4)  (cb)

LNOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:  
Food Service Coordinator, 6 hrs/
day for the remainder of FY20 
only.  Closing date 11/20/19.  
Begins on/about 12/2/19.  For 
more info please contact Ashley 
at 766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
(44-45b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Museum Assistant

PT Reg, Min. Qual: High School 
Diploma or equiv.; Starting wage: 
$15.95-16.95 DOE. For more info 
check www.hainesalaska.gov. Send 
or bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
haines.ak.us. Open until 11/22/19. 
(45-46b)

HAINES BOROUGH JOB
Museum Archivist

Temp, FT Master’s Degree in 
Archival Studies; Min. 3 yrs exp 
preferred; Starting wage: $18.74/
hr. For more info check www.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring app 
to Clerk at afullerton@haines.ak.us. 
Open until 11/20/19. (45b)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

766-6313

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

~ 2019 Fall Class Line-up ~
 - Spin Classes
 

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

• IFR Certified in 
Caravan and ChieftainProud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for Skagway flight information.

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        

8:00 am
11:00 am

1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am

2:05 pm

Fall Flight Schedule 
November 2 - November 27, 2019

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        

8:50 am
11:50 am

2:50 pm

9:25 am
12:25 pm

3:25 pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Thai & American Food!

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Everyday 

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Monitor and Toyo stove 
repair • Tire swap, mount 
& balance • Stihl Outdoor 
Equipment IN STOCK •

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
OPEN Tues - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory
$16.50 per square, 

per week!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pet of the WeekHEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

Delivered to Olerud’s & Mt. Market 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings

For special orders
email josiesbread@yahoo.com 

or call/text (907)515-7179.

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
open year round
TUE-SAT, 10A-5P

766-2869 Surf  Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

MOMOI Web

10% off
Don’t Wait! Order for 2020

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940
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Community Waste Solutions

In Alaska we do our spring cleaning in November! 
Make room for that holiday company! Clean out your 

garages, attics, basements and sheds! 

CLEAN UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS!!!

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER...
We’ll waive the container drop, rental and pick-up fees, 

you pay ONLY THE DISPOSAL FEE!!

*Existing route customers not eligible
*Free rental applies for five days
*Separate out batteries, tires, and paint

Contact us: 766-2736 
info@communitywastesolutions.com

“We’re still writing up all the reports,” 
Caldwell said Monday. “We have to do outage 
reports. There were so many this weekend we 
are trying to decipher.” 

At least seven outages occurred since Friday, 
Caldwell said Wednesday. 

The severe winds grounded Alaska Seaplanes 
flights on Saturday, forcing residents to take the 
week’s sole ferry to and from Juneau. The Alaska 
Marine Highway System reduced service to 
one ferry a week to and from Haines after 
unanticipated maintenance needs grounded 
ferries. Gov. Mike Dunleavy cut the ferry by 50 
percent this year. Eleven people who planned 
to attend the banquet instead left on Saturday’s 
ferry to ensure they made it Juneau to catch 
their connecting flights.  

Captain’s Choice Motel employee Suzanne 
Ashe said hotel guests planning a trip to Haines 
from Florida made it to Juneau before being 
turned back because of weather and the lack of 
ferry service. They returned to Florida without 
ever making it to Haines. 

POWER from page 1
“That ending may indeed be the 

final happily-ever-after moment, the 
end of Jesse’s story,” Gilligan said. 
“Or it may not be. If there is a sequel, 
I image we would definitely come 
visit Haines and learn more about it.”

When told about Haines amenities 
including Dalton City, the set from 
Haines’ last appearance in a feature 
film, “White Fang,” Gilligan said 
he “had a feeling (Jesse) went to a 
better place.”

“It sounds like Jesse would have 
a great time up there,” Gilligan 
said. “He would enjoy the brewery 
and maybe get a job with the ski 
manufacturer. It sounds to me like 
the very nice people of Alaska would 
welcome him into the community.”

But if the story does pick up in 
Haines, Gilligan might want to 
consult with police chief Heath 
Scott for insight into rural Alaska 
policing. When informed of El 
Camino’s happily-ever-after ending 
for the reformed meth manufacturer, 
dealer and fugitive from the law, 
Scott quipped: “That’s funny. I take 
exception to that, just a little.”

MOVIE from page 1

SAFE from page 1
feel responsible to fund,” she said. 
“I didn’t seek to put a lot of money 
into the discretionary fund for the 
assembly to give to nonprofits 
because I didn’t see that we had 
enough money to be generous.”

During budget negotiations, then-
assembly member Tom Morphet 
advocated for maintaining the prior 
year’s level of nonprofit funding, but 
was unsupported by other assembly 
members.

Maidy said that he disagrees with 
setting money aside in the community 
chest. “We should fund what we 
need,” he said. “I think emergency 
radio programming…was extremely 
valid. I think that Becky’s Place that is 
the only service of this kind of work 
is also extremely valid.” In April, the 
Haines Avalanche Center requested 
$20,000 from the assembly to support 
forecasting and educational classes. 

On Tuesday, the assembly 
dismissed the Avalanche Center’s 
request without any actions.

“There’s no funds left in the budget 
for this,” assembly member Brenda 
Josephson said. We had a budget 
which has been expended.”

Maidy said he’s like to support the 
avalanche center, but doesn’t see it 
as a priority. “It is not a choice to be 
in a domestic violence situation.,” 
he said. “You do have a choice not 
to go backcountry in avalanche 

terrain. I see that it’s basically up 
to the assembly to decide whether 
something is important enough to be 
a line item (in the) budget.”

But Chief financial officer Jila 
Stuart said that “nothing is in the 
budget forever,” with the exception 
of bond payments owed to the state 
for the life of the bond. “Everything 
else is up for renewal every year.”

Schnabel said she thinks that the 
assembly needs to be cautious of 
what it chooses to fund as a program 
of the borough.

“I think the borough assembly has 
to be very clear about what its purpose 
and its mission is,” she said. “You 
can’t go out and pick and choose. 
It needs to fit within the mission 
and the vision the borough has for 
itself. When we fund nonprofits, or 
anything, outside of the budget cycle, 
it’s taking our reserves.”

Schnabel said the assembly could 
decide to enter into a contract with 
Becky’s Place, as it’s done for years 
with Haines Animal Rescue Kennel. 
The borough pays HARK $28,540 
annually on a two-year contract cycle 
for animal control services.

“We know that in the town of 
Haines we want to have dogs picked 
up and cared for humanely so we 
don’t want to employ staff to do 
that, so we do it as a contract with 
the nonprofit,” she said. “That is an 

option that the borough would have, 
specifically for providing a safe 
haven and programs for victims of 
domestic violence.”

The CVN surveyed other Alaskan 
communities, and found that most 
dole out nonprofit funding from a 
specific, limited reserve before each 
budget cycle.

In Petersburg, the borough has a 
community services general fund 
that grants money to its museum, 
public radio station, a food service 
that cooks meals for elderly people 
and its public schools for operations 
and maintenance. In 2016, borough 
clerk Debbie Thompson said, the 
borough granted $45,000 to its 
domestic violence and sexual assault 
shelter and advocacy group, Working 
Against Violence for Everyone 
(WAVE). Nonprofits must apply 
for funding each budget cycle, 
Thompson said. 

Women in Safe Homes (WISH), a 
32-bed emergency shelter program 
in Ketchikan, is regularly funded 
through grants from the City and 
Borough of Ketchikan, said shelter 
executive director Agnes Moran. 
This year, the shelter received 
$17,356 from the city and $22,000 
from the borough, which Moran said 
covers the cost of one staff position. 
The organization applies for its 
funding annually. 

The Municipality of Skagway has 
budgeted $301,126 in community 
grants this fiscal year. In June, 
Skagway’s borough assembly voted 
on a resolution to set guidelines 
for the nonprofits applying for 
community funding. The resolution 
limits 4 percent of the total budget 
to be spent on nonprofits, states that 
no grantee will receive more than 
10 percent of total funds allocated, 
and that grants above $5,000 will 
not exceed 50 percent of the total 
project cost. “Any organization that 
applies for funding would have to 
follow these guidelines,” Deach said. 
“It makes it more cut and dried.” 
Community organizations apply each 
year for funding.

Sitka appropriates $50,000 to 
nonprofits annually, with $5,000 of 
that set aside for emergency funding, 
said municipal clerk Sara Peterson. 
The borough accepts applications 
prior to setting an operating budget 
each year, and votes to decide which 
organizations get funding.

Each year, the Sitka assembly 
appropriates money from its general 
fund to support Sitka Against 
Family Violence, a local shelter 
and advocacy center, administrative 
coordinator Renee Wheat said. 
This year, it allocated $50,000 in a 
“donation,” not a line item. 

For Haines residents wishing to 

make a contribution, money given 
to participating charities on Dec. 3 
will be stretched twice as far.  Giving 
Tuesday, an international movement, 
pairs nonprofits with supporting 
organizations who pledge to match 
donations.

Organizations like Facebook use 
the day as a time to match donations 
given to specific nonprofits.

Haines Friends of Recycling 
organizers Dena Shelby and Molly 
Sturdevant are promoting the event 
for their nonprofit, but Sturdevant 
encourages locals to donate to 
their favorite charity. “Pick one, is 
what my message to people is,” she 
said. Haines Friends of Recycling 
will have its donations matched 
by Facebook. For Alaskans, the 
donation period opens at 4 a.m. on 
Dec. 3.

Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living is also registered for the 
matching via Facebook.

The Chilkat Valley Community 
Foundation will be partnering with 
local coffeeshops for Giving Tuesday. 
A portion of all coffee proceeds will 
benefit the foundation’s endowed 
operating fund that supports its work. 
All community donations made to 
the CVCF’s operation fund will be 
matched 1:1 up to $25,000 through 
2020, said program manager Sara 
Chapell.

Waves and whitecaps are clearly seen even 
from a high altitude, as shown from this 
aerial photo of Eldlred Rock. Photo courtesy 
of the National Weather Service.


