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Subsistence, commercial 
fishers likely to be pinched 

District
lays off
music 
teacher

ON HIS WAY UP -- Dylan Swinton of Haines drives against 
Wrangell during last weekend’s boys’ home series. Story, page 5. 
Lori Giddings photo. 

Peratrovich Day observance growing bigger each year 

Students on Elizabeth Peratrovich Day perform a rap song about the civil rights activist. From left, Audrey Bader, Jayda Beck, Stacie 
Wallers, Merissa Verhamme, Nolan Wald, Natalee Grant, Abby Blaine, Alexis Burton and Andrew Winkle. Sabrina Harvey photo.   

By Tom Morphet
Joe Hotch remembers open 

racial discrimination in Haines.
Born in 1930, Hotch sat in 

the Natives-only section of the 
Coliseum Theater on Main Street. 
As a child, he wouldn’t go to 
Sheldon’s Store without a friend 
for fear that white youths might 
jump him. Because of his race, 
he was prohibited from entering  
Lou’s Café, today’s Bamboo 
Room.

Hotch, a Chilkat elder, shared 
those memories at the Feb. 
16 observation of Elizabeth 
Peratrovich Day at the Haines 
ANB Hall. The day commemorates 
passage  of  Alaska’s  Ant i -
Discrimination Act on Feb. 16, 
1945. It’s hailed as the nation’s 

To save every last
Chilkat king salmon

By Tom Morphet
Biologists are considering 

unprecedented fishing restrictions 
this summer to protect a feeble 
return of king salmon to Chilkat 
River estuaries. 

Opt ions  inc lude  c los ing 
sportfishing in Lynn Canal, 
prohibiting commercial fishing 
at night, and restricting days of 
the week that in-river subsistence 
fishermen can set out nets.

The Department of Fish and 
Game is expected to issue a season 
management plan in the coming 
weeks, following a commissioner-
level discussion of alternatives.

Only 635 large kings are 
projected to return to the Chilkat’s 
spawning grounds. That’s about 
one third of the minimum number 
Fish and Game says it needs to 
sustain the run, 1,850, and far off 
last year’s return of 1,386.

“It’s a disaster,” said Rich 
Chapell ,  area management 
biologist for Fish and Game in 
Haines. “Even with zero harvest 
in the fisheries, we might not 
make our escapement goal… It’s 
a big problem to fix it.” 

Biologists acknowledge the 
new restrictions will be unpopular, 
but say they’re necessary.

 Closing the canal to sportfishing 
would mean no king salmon 
fishing, even in Chilkoot Inlet. 
It’s an idea that’s supported by the 
Haines Sportsman’s Association, 
which for decades held a king 
salmon derby, but is expected 
to cancel its event for the third 
consecutive year. 

The sportsmen recently sent a 
letter to Fish and Game seeking 
closure of sport fishing north 
of Point Couverden, a spot at 
a latitude south of downtown 
Juneau. The idea has some 
support of Juneau-area biologists 
concerned about dwindling 
escapement of Taku River kings, 
Chapell said.

Officials with Tlingit-Haida 
Central Council, which sponsors 
a spring king salmon derby 

in Juneau, also are reportedly 
considering cancelling their derby 
this year. That’s good news to 
Haines anglers, who say too many 
Chilkat fish have been intercepted 
entering Lynn Canal from Icy 
Straits.

“The  Taku  k ing  sa lmon 
conservation will add extra support 
to our conservation efforts,” said 
sportfish biologist Chapell. “Any 
reductions in spring fisheries down 
there are going to benefit our 
Chilkat king returns.”

Commercial gillnetters may see 
more time and area restrictions, 
including night closures in the 
sockeye fishery in upper Lynn 
Canal. Commercial fisheries 
biologist Mark Sogge said a 
department study in the 1990s 
showed such closures could reduce 
harvest of immature kings as much 
as 90 percent.

Most recent concern has been 
on mature kings, but “we’re trying 
to think ahead,” Sogge said. “We 
should have been doing this in 
past years,” he said. The closures 
would likely be from 10 p.m. to 
4 a.m.

O t h e r  c h a n g e s  u n d e r 
consideration include limiting 
commercial fishing outside Boat 

Sports-a-palooza: Hotch tourney, Winter Fest
By Natalie Helms

If you like your winter sports 
indoors or out, there will be plenty 
to see or to do next weekend.

Indoors, the 36th annual Dick 
Hotch Memorial Basketball 
Tournament starts Thursday, 
March 2, featuring its first-
ever women’s bracket and cash 
purses for men’s and women’s 
champions.

Out of doors, the first Haines 
Winter Fest combines several 
local traditions featuring three 
days of events ranging from an 
art walk to films to an alpine race 
over Mount Ripinsky, March 3-5.

Hotch tournament organizer 
Stuart DeWitt said he’s expecting 
11 teams for the hoops classic, 
including ones from Hoonah, 
Juneau and Whitehorse, Y.T.

A $2,500 men’s prize initiated 
last year is joined this year by a 
$1,000 prize for the top women’s 
squad.Women’s tournament 
organizer Krista Kielsmeier said 
two Haines teams will be joined 
by one each from Juneau and 
Whitehorse.

“It looks to be the largest 
men’s tournament in recent years. 
Combined with the women’s 
tournament, it’s going to be a 

jam-packed weekend,” Kielsmeier 
said.

The prize money donated by 
local businesses is helping draw 
more interest, said DeWitt. He’s 
hoping squads from Tok and 
Fairbanks make the trip next 
year. “The tournament has been 
dwindling. I hope to liven it up a 
little bit.”

The winter festival will be made 
up of five main events: First Friday, 
Telluride Mountain Film Festival, 
Miles Klehini Ski Classic, Koot to 
Kat Alpine Adventure Race and 
the Haines Winter Games.

Jessica Edwards, executive 

director of the Southeast Alaska 
State Fair, said she and borough 
tourism director Leslie Ross had 
talked about a way to combine late 
winter and early spring events into 
one weekend.

“We got a little bit of a late start 
planning, but we just wanted to get 
it started,” Edwards said.

First Friday happens once a 
month and the Telluride film 
festival, winter games and ski 
classic happen every year. But the 
Koot to Kat alpine race is novel.
Organizer Lindsay Johnson said 
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By Tom Morphet
The Haines Borough School 

District won’t renew the contract 
of Jason Muccino, its only full-time 
music teacher.

The district plans to cover music 
instruction next year with a teacher 
already working for the district, 
said district superintendent Tony 
Habra. 

Muccino, who teaches grades 
5-12 full-time, disclosed his 
dismissal on Facebook this week. 
He said in an interview that he 
was notified about six weeks ago 
by principal Rene Martin that he 
would be let go at the school year’s 
end due to budget constraints.

 Superintendent Habra said 
Wednesday he was confident the 
district could fill the music position 
with existing staff. The job will be 
advertised internally, and if no one 
comes forward, it will be assigned 
to a staffer, he said.

 “You have to be a certified 
teacher and you have to be able 
to teach the class,” Habra said. 
“I would want somebody with a 
music background.”

The move will save the district 
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Letters to the Editor 

Letters policy
 The CVN welcomes letters from readers. Letters are limited to 250 

words and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar and spelling. 
The letters deadline is 5 p.m. Monday.

Friday, Feb. 24
 Haines School Spelling Bee, 1 p.m. at school.
 Haines Chamber of Commerce luncheon, 
noon at Moose Caboose.
 Haines Glacier Bears Boys’ and Girls’ 
Basketball at home vs. Craig. Continue 
Saturday night.
   2016 Quickbooks Training, 3:30 p.m. 
Sponsored by Chamber of Commerce. 766-
2202.  
 Farmer’s Summit starts at Chilkat Center. 
Continues through Sunday. 

Saturday, Feb. 25
 Youth Raptor Program orientation, 11 a.m. 
at American Bald Eagle Foundation.
 Ski the Past: XC Ski and Historic Trade 
Route Adventure, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Meet at 
library. Event takes place at 25 mile Haines Hwy. 
Preregistration at library required.
   Saturdays at the Sheldon presents: Movie-
making from flip books through White Fang, 2 
p.m. at Sheldon Museum.
  “Symphony of the Soil,” free movie at 
Farmer’s Summit, 7 p.m. at Chilkat Center.  

Sunday, Feb. 26
 Potato Bar and Bingo starts 4 p.m. at Haines 
ANB Hall. Bingo at 5 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 27
 Tournament of Readers Final Round, 12:30 
p.m. at elementary school gym. 
    Open Art Studio at high school art room, 
5:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, Feb. 28
 Haines Borough Assembly meets 6:30 p.m. 
in the assembly chambers. 

Wednesday, March 1 
  Taking Action: Part III of Women’s March, 
5:30 p.m. at the public library. 766-2185. 
    Haines Borough School Board meets 6:30 p.m. 
in the  school library. 

Thursday, March 2 
 “Bicycling Madagascar” presented by Tod 
Sebens, 6:30 p.m. at public library.
    Sheldon Museum board meets 4 p.m. at the 
museum.
   Haines Borough Parks and Recreation 
Committee meets 5 p.m. at public library.
    Haines Borough Code Review Commission 
meets 6 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
   36th Annual Dick Hotch Memorial Basketball 
Tournament starts 6 p.m. in Karl Ward Gym. 
Games continue through Sunday, March 5. 
Contests start 9 a.m. Sunday.

Friday, March 3
 Haines Borough Solid Waste Working Group 
meets 3 p.m. at public library.
    First Friday Art Event, 5-7 p.m. at locationd 
downtown and Fort Seward.
   Telluride Mountain Film Festival, 6 p.m. at 
fairgrounds’ Harriett Hall. 

 Saturday, March 4
 Miles Klehini Ski Classic, 1 p.m. at 25 Mile  
Haines Highway.

 Sunday, March 5
   Koot to Kat Alpine Adventure Race starts 8 
a.m. at 6 Mile Lutak Road. 907-617-6525.
   Haines Winter Games start at noon at the 
Southeast Alaska State Fairgrounds.

Be
st-
Ev

er 
Cham

ber of Commerce Potato Bar

$8 per great big potato

LCC doesn’t take up recreation issues
Scott Sundberg’s letter on Feb. 16 strongly implies Lynn Canal 

Conservation involvement in the Parks and Recreation meeting 
involving winter recreation. In fact, we do not deal with recreation 
issues. 

Our focus is on protecting fish and wildlife populations and their 
habitats from potential harm caused by: 1) the very predictable acid 
mine drainage from the proposed Constantine mine, 2) excessive use 
of rip rap, loss of wetlands, etc. with the Haines Highway realignment, 
3) Juneau Access Project, 4) industrial-size clearcuts such as Baby 
Brown and 5) Sundberg’s heli-ski business.

If some of our members choose to serve on borough boards and 
committees, then we applaud their sense of community service. If 
Sundberg feels that borough code is being violated by conflict of interest 
on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, he should file a 
formal appeal and thus gain a better understanding of the definition 
of conflict of interest.

          Eric Holle, President
                                                                 Lynn Canal Conservation

Dissatisfied? Serve on a committee
Several years ago, a cherished elder asked me to consider serving on 

a borough committee, “any committee.” I applied and was appointed 
to the borough’s nefarious Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
(PRAC), a group of true amateurs. But thank goodness, we’re all 
amateurs. I mean, who’d want to live in a world run by “professional 
people”? 

Some of my amateurish contributions to PRAC have morphed 
into special interests, including: helping support Alaska parks trail 
improvements (Battery Pt. and Seduction Pt.); trying to fund an 
outhouse at Mosquito Lake; planning for a quality borough park in 
association with the Small Boat harbor expansion; improving public 
recreational opportunities on the Haines waterfront; studying other 
municipalities and helping develop a parks ordinance that limits 
campfires to three feet, restricting camping (from everywhere) and 
identifying borough parks in code; supporting Community Youth 
Development program goals; cleaning up Carr’s Cove Park; asking 
(unsuccessfully) for the borough to retain ownership of some Main 
Street property for public uses 20 or 40 years from now; and listening 
to passionate people advocate for their recreational interests.

Generally, PRAC focuses on objectives outlined in the Haines 
Borough Comprehensive Plan. If you’ve got a concern about community 
trajectory, read the comprehensive plan available online.Current 
opportunities not as sweet as those you remember? I suggest getting 
real and going live on a borough committee. My experience working 
with other collegial, special, interested amateurs, just like me, has 
been a good one.  

                                                                                       Burl Sheldon

School principal grateful for presenters
It is incredibly wonderful to be a part of a school and community 

that work together to benefit our students. The schoolwide celebration 
of Elizabeth Peratrovich Day and the Healthy Choices Workshop for 
the middle and high school students were awesome! We could not, 
however, have done it without help. A big thank you to Marilyn Wilson, 
Alaska Native Sisterhood and the Chilkat Dancers, for being a part 
of our celebration. Ellen Larson, Ryan Harms, Mandy Ramsey, Ryan 
Salmon, Lenise Henderson, Jeffrey Moscowitz, Kate Fossman and 
Lisa Schwartz from SEARHC, Josh Dryden and Brayton Long from the 
Haines Police Department and Britta Tonnessen Rene from AWARE 
all did workshops for our students giving them an opportunity to learn 
new strategies and skills for staying healthy and safe. Mrs. Benassi and 
Ms. Brumfield organized these events and rallied the staff, students and 
guests to make this happen. Thank you everyone for giving our students 
your time and sharing your expertise; it is truly appreciated by all.

Rene Martin
Principal, Haines Borough School District

Don’t buy the hysteria of wars on drugs
“Drug-related property crimes” emerge as the latest scare call from 

Capitol operants. An array of poorly correlated data and distorted 
interpretations embellish the rhetoric of the state legislature. That’s 
what politicians do – if we condone said behaviors.

Mirroring national hysteria, Alaska’s legislative leadership crusades 
with myth-bearing info bytes. Buzz phrases are trumpeted:  law 
enforcement for safer communities, escalate penalties, ensure your 
property is protected. Our legislators have rediscovered the Reagan-
Clinton catechism for the War on Drugs. In keeping with the mythology, 
the disastrous effects of said war are relegated into obscurity.

This time, those who’ve witnessed or experienced the social, political, 
and judicial costs of that war expect a considerate and better informed 
response to our newer drug problems. The wisest common ground for 
any possible governmental initiative is to recognize OPR-heroin abuse 
is a social-medical problem more than a criminal problem. 

Recent legislative rhetoric erroneously connects property crimes 
with the OPR-heroin troubles. This is a disservice to those who work 
tirelessly to address drug addiction; likewise it hampers enforcement 
against property crimes. Some drug abusers commit property crimes, 
just as some property violators are drug-free persons. 

The legislature deserves credit for last year’s SB 91, because the 
new law leads the way in judicial-institutional reform. Its greatest 
achievement is to distinguish public safety and law enforcement as parts 
of a whole civil system. Unfortunately, little relief from the prosecutorial 
process remains a serious problem.

          Bill McCord

By Leigh Horner
Tod Sebens has returned from 

a solo, month-long bike trip 
across Madagascar, the island 
nation of Africa. His route took 
him through rainforests, past 
beaches and over more hills than 
he expected. He saw lemurs, 
chameleons, anacondas and 
century-old baobab trees. He’ll 
make a presentation about his trip 
at the public library on Thursday, 
March 2.

Barb Blood enjoyed Puerto 
Rican cruise with two friends. 
Before sailing, they visited the 
El Yunque Rainforest, stayed on 
the beach and explored old San 
Juan. While cruising for 10 days, 
they visited St. Martin, Aruba and 
Curaçao. They saw flamingos, 
snorkeled and enjoyed plenty of 
sunshine, Blood said. She also 
headed to South Carolina to visit 
her brother, Rob Willey, and his 
wife, Carol. The trio visited the 
Biltmore Estate in to Ashville, 
N.C.

The Haines branch of First 
National Bank of Alaska recently 
was recognized for achieving 
an “outstanding” rating by the 
Office of the Comptroller of 
Currency, a federal agency that 
evaluates the performance of 
national banks. Manager Kyle 
Gray said that the rating is a 
measure of the “fairness” quotient 
in bank lending practices and 
is the highest rating a bank can 
receive.

F o r m e r  r e s i d e n t  a n d 
internationally honored wearable 

art creator David Walker came 
from his home in Cottage Grove, 
Ore. to serve as a juror at Juneau’s 
annual wearable art contest. The 
juror’s first place award went to 
“Church of the Wild” by Juneau 
artist Lauralye Miko. The dress 
was made of plastic piping, plastic 
sheeting, over 10,000 eyelets, 
paint, embroidery thread and 
LED lights. It was and modeled 
by former Haines resident Amy 
George .  The winners were 
chosen by a group of jurors 
who scored four categories: 
construction, innovation, overall, 
and presentation. 

John S. Hagen has returned 
from Sitka, where he spoke about 
his photography at the Sheldon 
Jackson Museum. The museum 
featured his work from the Alaska 
State Museum’s Alaska Positive 
photo exhibit. The Friends of the 
Sheldon Jackson Museum hosted 
the event; John was the keynote 
speaker at their annual meeting. 
Former Haines residents Evans 
and Kim Sparks stopped by to 
visit at the reception.

It was a dark and stormy night 
for the Chilkat Valley Preschool 
fundraiser on Feb. 11. A power 
outage and blizzard didn’t stop 40 
people from supporting their new 
building project. If you missed 
the dinner, there is still time to 
donated to the “Giving Tree,” a 
tile piece made by Kerry Cohen 
that will be displayed in the 
preschool building and recognize 
donors. Call Rene Hoffman at 
314-0962 to contribute.

Social media is promoting 
a fundraiser for former mayor 
and retired special education 
teacher Stephanie Scott, who 
has recently been diagnosed 
with a rare form of brain cancer. 
Stephanie is digging in for the 
fight and will be traveling to 
Juneau for treatment. You can help 
Stephanie through the website 
youcaring.com that is organized 
by Reed Scott-Schwalbach, 
https://www.youcaring.com/
stephaniescott-750378. 

About 30 people attended 
the Haines Sheldon Museum’s 
“Fun-Raiser” on Valentine’s 
Day. Annette Smith, Lorrie 
Dudzik and Kelleen Adams 
gave the Chilkat Center lobby 
a  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t a v e r n a 
atmosphere and Helen, Tim, 
Brandt and Aurora Alten-
Huber reached into their family 
cookbook to make moussaka, 
tzatziki and pita bread for the 
Greek-themed evening.

The Friends of Mosquito Lake 
Community Center had their 
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Match to double donations 

Dozens of orcas seen at Lutak

Feeling overwhelmed by
current affairs?

Want to help out, but don’t 
know where to start?

TAKING 
ACTION
Wednesday, March 1st

5:30 - 7:00 pm
Library Community Room

Join us in

Take part in a group process to 
help create a personal action 
plan and be a part of a support 
network of like-minded people 
in Haines.

For more info, contact:
Melissa Aronson @ 766-2185 

or aronson@aptalaska.net,
Lizi Wirak @ liziwirak@gmail.com,

Tracy Wirak @ theresawirak@yahoo.com115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

862 Spruce Grove Road

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate • Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate

100% Locally Owned and Operated and Giving Back to Haines!

Chilkat Restaurant and Bakery

SALE PENDING

PRICE REDUCED!

Established local eatery with on-site apartment.
$509,000 March 3rd

5 - 7 
pm

First Friday 
Munchies & Music

Teri Podsiki

Music men came through for sweethearts
Thanks to caller Spencer Douthit and musicians Eric Holle, Burl 

Sheldon and Nancy Berland for helping 40 people shake off the winter 
blues at Saturday’s Sweetheart Square Dance at Mosquito Lake 
School Community Center (MLSCC). Stay tuned for upcoming events, 
including a movie night, mountaineering slideshow and more square 
dances! Call 767-5414 to reserve the space for your own event or class.

Dawn Drotos

Four killer whales surface Feb. 17 in Lutak Inlet. As many as 50 were spotted in what may have been 
a “super-pod” gathering that occurs in northern Southeast. Ron Horn photo.    

Editorial
Some readers expressed concern that I wrote articles for last week’s 

Chilkat Valley News about borough issues, given that I sit on the Haines 
Borough Assembly.

They recalled that I had promised not to write borough news stories 
when I ran for a seat in local government. In fact, I wrote in an Aug. 
25 CVN editorial that I would turn over editorial and financial control 
of the newspaper to others “within reason.”

The reason early last Wednesday was that I found myself without 
a reporter and was compelled to write up some borough stories. 
Professionally, I know this situation is not right. However, as a business 
owner I make sure the CVN is published and the stories are written.

I put my name on what I write and if I’m shading or slanting the 
truth, my sins are in print for God and everyone else to judge.

The CVN currently is advertising for a second reporter and the 
business is still for sale. The sale is taking some time because I’m 
looking for a buyer who will maintain for you the CVN’s standards 
of fair and thorough reporting. I’d also prefer the new owner to live 
in Haines. 

Landing a second reporter has been difficult. Finding an energetic, 
capable journalist who wants to devote a year or a lifetime to chasing 
stories in the Chilkat Valley is not a simple task.

Thank you for your patience with this situation.      
                                                                                  - Tom Morphet
  

By Tom Morphet
Dozens of killer whales spotted 

in Lutak Inlet Feb. 17 were likely 
a resident, fish-eating population 
and may have been a “super-pod” 
that sometimes forms in northern 
Southeast Alaska in April, a 
NOAA spokesman said this week.

 Resident Al Badgley said he 
and wife Crystal were out walking 
near their waterfront home at 2 
Mile Lutak Road around 9 a.m. 
when they spotted as many as 45 
whales, including large males, 
females and juveniles. 

A group of about 15 seemed 
to be heading toward town and 
perhaps twice that many were 
swimming toward the head of 
the inlet.

 “At some times you could see 
at least five groups coming up and 
there were between two or four 
or six in each of those groups. 
I’ve never seen that many orcas 

congregated here before. I’ve seen 
maybe a half dozen congregated 
here at a time. It was amazing,” 
Badgley said. “We figure there 
were probably 40 to 50 whales 
total.”

 Sadie Wright of NOAA said 
that’s about the right number of 
a documented “super-pod” that 
occurs when a 30-member pod 
and a smaller pod get together, 
typically later in spring. Wright 
said the animals may have been 
feeding or socializing or both. 
“They’re very social, gregarious, 
family-oriented animals. Maybe 
they got together early.”

 Defined by diet, there are 
three distinct populations of 
killer whales in Southeast. They 
eat fish, marine mammals, and 
rays and sharks, respectively. 
The Lutak whales were likely 
fish eaters, who travel in larger 
groups than transient pods that 

subsist on marine mammals.  The 
mammal-eaters are stealthy, travel 
in smaller groups, and aren’t as 
readily seen, she said. 

It’s possible that the Lutak 
whales were part of the shark-
eating population, which typically 
stays offshore.

Photos of the whales could 
identify the population, Wright 
said. “Folks here know them to 
the individual (whale). They know 
these whales down to their life 
histories.”

Photographer  Ron Horn 
planned to send his photos to 
NOAA Wednesday. Badgley said 
the whales headed toward town 
were close to the shoreline. Horn 
said porpoises he saw in Lutak 
at the same time didn’t seem to 
be trying to escape the orcas, 
suggesting the orcas weren’t from 
the transient population. 

Chilkat Valley Community 
Foundation, an affiliate of The 
Alaska Community Foundation, 
is kicking off its 2020 Matching 
Funds Campaign, a four-year 
effort to create, support and 
sustain local philanthropy in 
Haines and Klukwan. 

Rasmuson Foundation has 
committed up to $185,000 in 
matching funds to the local 
foundation as part of its $5 million 
grant to The Alaska Community 
Foundation in support of its 
affiliate program.

During the campaign, every 
donation made to Chilkat Valley 
Community Foundation through 
the year 2020 will be eligible 
for a dollar for dollar match by 
Rasmuson Foundation and ACF, 
up to $185,000. 

The matching grant is an 
opportunity for donors to double 
the impact of their contributions. 
The community foundation 
already is receiving substantial 
gifts from local donors in response 
to the challenge. Volunteer 
advisory board and committee 
members have pledged more than 

$40,000 during the four years of 
the campaign.

“This is an exciting opportunity 
for individuals and businesses 
who want to contribute to the 
long-term success of the Chilkat 
Valley,” said Crystal Badgley, 
co-chair of the Chilkat Valley 
Community Foundation. “We 
have a unique chance to build 
for the future of our community, 
which is even more important 
right now because of the decreased 
nonprofit support by local, state, 
and federal governments.”

Donors are able to contribute 
to the general interest fund; a 
memorial fund established to 
honor family and loved ones; and 
an environmental fund established 
in 2015. CVCF is also adding a 
newly endowed operating fund, in 
which contributions will support 
the operation of the organization. 

Donors may also establish 
special-interest funds for causes 
that are important to them.

Rasmuson’s grant to The Alaska 
Community Foundation also 
includes funding for a part-time 
staff person.

Assembly refines tax message
By Natalie Helms

Haines Borough Assembly 
members agreed the municipality 
should send a message to 
lawmakers preferring a state 
income tax over a statewide sales 
tax during a committee of the 
whole meeting Tuesday.

Members Heather Lende and 
Tresham Gregg were absent.

Assembly member Margaret 
Friedenauer said, “I really can’t 
find a downside…it’s just more 
equitable, especially for a retiree 
community.” She added that 
capped permanent fund dividend 
checks would offset the income 
tax for moderate- to low-income 
families.

Friedenauer suggested the 
borough support House Bill 115, 
which would enact the third-
lowest state income tax in the 
United States – equivalent to 15 
percent of a taxpayer’s federal 
tax bill – and cap the dividend at 
about $1,100.

Case questioned if it was “the 
assembly’s business” to talk 
about what taxes the state might 
impose. 

“I don’t think we’re going out 
on a limb to say we favor a state 
income tax over a state sales 
tax,” said member Tom Morphet. 
“I don’t think we have a lot of 
choices left. The state still has 
to cut $3 billion…We’re in the 
position of having an electorate 
that hasn’t paid income tax for 
30-plus years, so it’s going to be 
an adjustment. But unless we want 
our town to dry up and blow away, 
we need to say something.”

The committee agreed in 
concept to a resolution drafted 
by the Petersburg Borough that 
opposes a state sales tax and 
favors a state income tax “to help 
provide for a fair, balanced and 
sustainable state budget.”

The committee took no position 
on capping the permanent fund 
dividend.

The committee was in favor of 
supporting an increased motor 
fuel tax to help pay for roads. 
Morphet said the tax in place now 
is the lowest in the nation. He 
said the tax seems like “the most 
democratic way” to pay for road 
maintenance. 

The group took no position on 
imposing a marine fuel tax due 
to confusion on how those who 
pay the tax would benefit from it.

The committee discussion was 
prompted by questions from 

municipal lobbyist Bill Thomas 
on what message from the 
municipality he should take to 
lawmakers regarding state budget 
issues. 

The  commit tee  opposed 
adopting roads maintained by the 
Department of Transportation 
should the state want to pass 
them off to municipalities or stop 
maintaining them altogether. 
Interim Borough Manager Brad 
Ryan said Thomas suggested the 
assembly take a formal position 
against taking over the roads.

“The only condition in my 
opinion where we would want 
to accept a road is if there was a 
tradeoff,” said Case.

The committee also opposed 
adopting state parks - like 
Chilkoot and Chilkat State Parks 
– if the state decides to close them.

Ryan said Thomas posed the 
question, “If they are going to 
close the state park, are we willing 
as the Haines Borough to entertain 
taking them over?”

“I think our strongest position 
is for the state to live up to its 
obligations,” said Morphet. “Any 
indication we show that we’d be 
willing to do it ourselves is going 
to give them ammunition to go 
ahead and start shirking their 
obligations.” 

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599
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Robin Grace LCSW 
Family Therapist

Telephone & Skype/Facetime 
consultations • 541-914-4914
Mental Health essays at:

www.robingrace.com

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in the 
US. Help prevent it by calling:
Careline 
1-877-266-HELP
or text 
“4HELP” 
to 
839863.

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Open 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-4 Sat  • 766-2700

Lutak Lumber

Hardware
The Helpful Hardware Crew!

Serving Haines & Klukwan

YEARS
31C

elebratin

g

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough Solid 

Waste Working Group decided 
Feb. 16 not to weigh in on a 
borough manager proposal to ship 
municipal waste to Washington.

Members could not reach 
agreement on a recommendation  
to the borough assembly, some 
saying the plan conflicted with the 
working group’s goals. 

“This is a really difficult 
decision for us to make, because 
of course we want the borough 
to continue to find ways to save 
money…but if we go through 
with this, this has the potential 
to undermine a community-wide 
solution that we may or may not 
come up with at this table. So I’m 
not sure if it’s a good idea for us 
to make that decision,” said group 
member Jeremy Stephens.

Interim Borough Manager Brad 
Ryan presented a plan to the 

assembly on Feb. 14 to purchase 
two shipping containers and two 
chassis to ship municipal waste 
to a Washington-state utility. The 
borough currently self-hauls most 
of its waste, with some collection 
by Community Waste Solutions.

The assembly referred the issue 
to the solid waste working group 
for input.

Assemblyman Ron Jackson, 
who voiced uncertainty about the 
proposal at the assembly meeting, 
changed his mind at the working 
group meeting. “The more I think 
about what Brad’s proposing, it 
seems to make so much sense with 
that method just because of the 
price difference,” Jackson said, 
referring to a $20,000 savings. 
“That’s got to have payback 
throughout the community…
Why should the borough protect 
or subsidize a business in town?”

Working group member Melissa 

Aronson of Haines Friends of 
Recycling said if Ryan’s proposal 
is adopted, the borough could gain 
some experience and a “leg up” on 
how to haul and ship trash in the 
event that CWS stops operating 
in the future.

Others were concerned that 
if the borough took its business 
elsewhere, CWS rates to others 
would jump. Group member 
Phil Reeves said taking the 
borough’s business out of CWS 
and transferring to the Lower 
48 would have the same effect 
as if the borough were to choose 
another local competitor.

Resident Burl Sheldon, who 
launched HFR and worked for 
CWS, offered the working group 
a two-part document with advice 
and suggestions on a solid waste 
plan, agreed that rates would 
increase borough-wide. He said 
he was against “fracturing” the 
system. 

When asked what percentage 
of CWS’s business borough 
waste represents,  company 
representative Sally Garton could 
only say that it was “substantial in 
the route collection.”

Although the plan only includes 
disposal of borough waste, Debra 
Schnabel said borough trash cans 
around town and a dumpster at the 
harbor are used by some residents 
to dump personal trash.

Group member Diana Lapham 

questioned how the group could 
even make a recommendation 
when there’s barely any certainty 
of what it is tasked to do.

“I have a confusion, because I 
don’t know what the mission of 
this committee is,” Lapham said. 
“Right now, I see a lot of gray area 
out there and now we’re being 
asked to make a recommendation 
that I feel we have no business 
making, because we haven’t really 
decided what we’re doing.”

Stephens suggested the group 
recommend the borough contact 
CWS and ask for a temporary 
rate reduction until the group 
could come up with a solid waste 
management plan, instead of  
shipping out of the borough.

“Maybe there is an avenue for 
our local provider to reduce their 
rates to save us some up-front 
costs and buy us a couple years 
to implement a community-wide 
solution,” Stephens said. “It might 
be difficult for the borough to 
participate in a community-wide 
solution if they’re tied up with (a 
Lower 48 handler).”

Stephens and Reeves both said 
they lacked information on the 
impact the manager’s plan would 
have on the public, especially 
financially.

“My answer is almost always 
going to be that I don’t have 
enough financial or economic 
information to say that I’ve done 

due diligence,” Reeves said.
Schnabel questioned why CWS 

and parent company Haines 
Sanitation owner Tom Hall 
weren’t more involved in the 
discussions.

“ I ,  as  a  c i t izen ,  cannot 
understand why Community 
Waste Solutions isn’t fighting for 
its life,” Schnabel said. “The need 
for information is begging. I don’t 
understand why the information 
isn’t available so this group can 
move forward with something it 
can stick its teeth into.”

Garton said she worked for 
weeks to provide the group with 
information about CWS’s rates, 
but Ryan’s proposal “threw a kink 
in all of it.”

“It seems like trying to make a 
recommendation to the assembly 
at this point is premature. There’s 
still too much that needs to happen 
in the development of our ideas, 
and it also seems to me that we 
don’t have consensus within the 
group,” Aronson said.

The group voted 5-1 to “decline 
to make a recommendation at this 
time,” with Stephens opposed.

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough’s Solid 

Waste Working Group last week 
balked at taking a position on 
the municipality regulating rates 
charged by Community Waste 
Solutions, the company that will 
soon be the valley’s only trash 
handler.

The Solid Waste Working Group 
briefly discussed a letter from the 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
at its Feb. 16 meeting that asked 
for assembly input on future 
regulation of Haines Sanitation, 
the umbrella corporation above 
Community Waste Solutions.

Although the assembly did 
not ask for a recommendation 
from the group on the topic, 
chair Margaret Friedenauer 
brought it to members’ attention 
as they discussed a future plan for 
community waste management. 
Either the borough, the RCA, 
or both together must regulate 
trash disposal now that CWS is a 
monopoly.

“I don’t think we should discuss 
this as a group. I don’t think this is 
in our scope,” said commissioner 
Jeremy Stephens. “The borough is 
looking at not using CWS and then 
they want to come back and talk 
about possibly regulating CWS.” 

Haines Sanitation has bought 
out its only competitor, Acme 
Transfer,  which means the 
company will have a monopoly 
over waste collection in the 
borough. Purchase of Acme 
Transfer allows Haines Sanitation 
to acquire the second and final 
certification permitted in the 
borough for waste collection.

 CWS was once regulated by the 
City of Haines, but that contract 
became invalid after consolidation 

in 2002.
CWS representative Sally 

Garton said the company’s 
preference is that the borough 
control regulations instead of 
the RCA. “Because it’s local, 
the borough has a better idea of 
what’s fair,” Garton said.

When determining rates, Garton 
said the RCA only considers 
income from garbage “route 
collection,” not from self-haul or 
curbside recycling. That would 
cause rates to be much higher than 
what CWS has in place now.

She said one reason CWS had 
been exempt from regulation 
is because income on trash 
collection was less than $300,000, 
and is still below that number 
now. When CWS acquires the 
second certificate, Garton said 
RCA suspects that income will 
increase.

The assembly has been asked 
by the state to make a decision 
before March 3. The assembly is 
expected to discuss the matter at 
its Feb. 28 meeting.

Waste group: No opinion on borough shipping proposal  

Rate regulation not
in scope, group says

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment



February 23, 2017 Chilkat Valley News Page 5

   A story in last week’s CVN 
referred to a complaint brought 
against the borough by  Don Turner 
Jr. as “Lapham’s complaint.”  The 
complaint concerns the assembly’s 
rejection of Lapham for a seat on 
a borough committee, but it was 
not brought by Lapham.

CAUGHT -- Men were “scooped into a net” drawn by women at Saturday’s square dance at Mosquito 
Lake School. From left are Nick Schlosstein, Derek Poinsette, Spencer Douthit, and Nicholas 
Szatkowski. About 40 people attended the dance. Dana Hallett photo.  

Therapeutic Massage 
                    & Craniosacral Work         

303-7036   Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

As a follow-up to January’s 
Women’s March in Haines, 
Haines People for Peace will help 
people identify pressing local, 
state, national or global issues and 
form a plan of action to address 
them at a March 1 meeting.

“We’ve marched, we’ve talked 
about the march, now we need 
a process to think about what it 
is we want to do,” said meeting 
organizer Melissa Aronson. 
“There’s so much going on in 
the country right now, it can 
feel pretty overwhelming. When 
people feel too overwhelmed, 
they elect to do nothing and that’s 
not good for democracy.”

Aronson, along with Lizi 
and Tracy Wirak, organized the 
“Taking Action” meeting for 
“anyone and everyone who is 
concerned about current affairs 
in our country.” Aronson will 
lead the group in a process for 
problem-solving and goal-setting.

She said individual thinking, 
small group brainstorming and 
large group discussions will 
allow people to identify and 
prioritize issues they are most 
passionate about and walk away 
with tangible goals and a plan for 
how to proceed.

“We can all be active in one area 
of our life and try to bring about 

change in one area of our life, 
no one of us can do everything,” 
she said.

Aronson said she wants to 
address issues like the electoral 
college or gerrymandering.

An action plan could include 
running for office, calling or 
writing legislators or just listening 
to people who have different 
points of view, Aronson said.

“We all tend to be getting siloed 
in our thoughts,” Aronson said. 
“The most patriotic thing one can 
ever do is do as much as you can 
to improve your country.”

The meeting is 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 1 at the library. 

teams of at least two athletes 
will race up and over Mount 
Ripinsky, starting at 6 Mile Lutak 
Road and ending at the Southeast 
Alaska State Fair grounds. Using 
anything motorized is off limits, 
but Johnson said all other modes 
of transportation are fair game, 
including skis, snowboards, even 
paragliders.

Johnson said she and other 
backcountry ski enthusiasts are 
excited to get the event started this 
year. “We’re going to try to pull it 
off and we’ll be psyched to have 
any amount of participation.”

She said a few people may 
come up from Juneau for the race. 
Posters were put up there and in 
Whitehorse, Y.T.

“I see the ski race as the lynchpin 
event that people would travel for, 
potentially,” Edwards  said. “I 
think having a weekend when 
there’s a lot going on potentially 
is a draw and will get people 
travelling to Haines to play.”

Edwards  sa id  she hopes 
Winter Fest events will increase 
in popularity this year. Weather 

dependent, the family-friendly 
Winter Games could include a 
BB gun bike or ski biathlon, dog 
sled races, dog-calling contests, 
ice hockey or a “frying pan toss.” 

The Winter Games’ chili 
cookoff and potluck this year 
will include both an amateur and 
professional category. The contest 
will serve a post-Koot to Kat feast.

“It’s always fun. Despite 
the weather we all come out,” 
Edwards said.

The fair,  Haines tourism 
department, Haines Ski and Hike 
Club, Haines Huts and Takshanuk 
Watershed Council are sponsors.

Edwards said she’s also been 
in contact with the Chilkat 
S n o w b u r n e r s  w h o  m i g h t 
participate next year.

For more information on the 
inaugural Winter Fest, see https://
www.visithaines.com/winterfest.

Organizer DeWitt said the 
Hotch tournament will eliminate 
some trophies in the men’s 
division in order to award others 
in the women’s bracket. Thirty-
five trophies will be awarded, 
with many serving as memorials 
to legacy players. 

“People pay for them in memory 
of their loved ones. It’s kind of a 
cool thing,” DeWitt said.

The tournament begins 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 2 with games 
starting on the hour until 9 p.m. 
Games continue through Friday, 
noon to 10:30 p.m., and Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The tournament culminates 
Sunday, March 5 with a women’s 
championship match starting 
11:30 a .m.  and the  men’s 
championship following at 1 p.m.

Free throw and three-point 
contests for youths and adults 
start 9 a.m. Sunday. For youths, 
cash prizes will be offered in three 
divisions: 9 and under, 10-11 and 
12-13.

Men’s and women’s games will 
be held at Karl Ward gym, which 
will make for non-stop basketball, 
DeWitt said. “It will be some long 
days of basketball.”

By Ryan Harms
The Haines boys’ basketball 

team split a pair of games against 
visiting Wrangell last weekend, 
losing Friday, 49-52, but resurging 
Saturday for a 48-41 victory.  

 With a 3-19 record, the boys 
face Craig this weekend to close 
out the regular season. The team 
will travel to Juneau for the 
Region V basketball tournament 
March 7-12.  

 Fou l  t r oub le  made  t he 
difference between winning and 
losing last weekend. On Friday 
night Haines started strong with 
a full-court defense against 
Wrangell. The advantage came 
to a halt when junior Hudson 
Sage committed his third personal 
foul midway through the second 
quarter, prompting coach Steve 
Fossman to send him to the bench. 

With Sage out, Haines struggled 
to grab rebounds and establish 
any offense besides junior Dylan 
Swinton’s repeated attacks to 
the rim. Sage fouled out of the 
game with 1:32 remaining in the 
third quarter, eliminating any 
semblance of an inside game. 

“Having an inside presence 
contributes to our team success 
because then the other team has 
to focus everywhere on the court,” 
Sage said. “They can’t just send 
their inside guy to the perimeter 
and start harassing our outside 
guys.”  

Swinton single handedly 
kept Haines in the game in the 
fourth quarter by making deep 
three-point shots and repeatedly 
attacking the rim en route to 15 
of his game-high 31 points. 

“When they started bringing 
two guys out on me it was 
difficult. You can’t do as much 
when you’re being double or 
triple teamed; it’s harder to get 
passes off, but I just kept playing 
‘em and doing what we had to 
do,” Swinton said.  

Haines returned Saturday with 
Sage and an aggressive defense. 
Entering the fourth quarter trailing 
34-27, Haines used full-court 
defense which took a noticeable 
toll on Wrangell, and tied the 
score at 38 with three minutes 
left to play.  

Haines pulled away, frustrating 
Wrangell at nearly every turn to 
end 48-41.  

Swinton led the team with 21 
points and Sage had 14. Patrick 
Cunningham added 6 and Marty 
Fowler contributed 3. The team’s 
defense was led by the swarming 
on-ball  pressure of  senior 
Jacob Stigen and sophomore 
Cunningham, both of whom 
harassed Wrangell’s guards into 
numerous forced passes and 
turnovers. 

Before the opening tip on 
Saturday night,  Wrangell’s 
longtime and retiring coach, Ray 
Stokes, was honored for his 30 
years of coaching service.  Haines 
High seniors on the cheer squad 
Allison Stuart, Anna Fullerton, 
and Mori Hays and senior 
pep-band members Madeline 
Andriesen and Rachel Haas were 
also honored.

 This weekend’s boys’ games 
against Craig are Friday night at 
5:30 and Saturday night at 7.  

 The Haines girls’ basketball 
team lost a pair of games in 
Wrangell last weekend. The losses, 
42-32 and 51-25 respectively, 
dropped the team’s record to 2-14 
for the season. Despite the losses, 
coach Greg Brittenham was very 
pleased with the level of intensity 
his team showed.

 “The girl’s play, over the last 
10 quarters, has been extremely 
high intensity and we hope to 
carry that intensity right through 
the series against Craig and then 
into the regional tournament,” 
Brittenham said.  

 B r i t t e n h a m  e x p r e s s e d 
optimism about the team’s 
progress. “As a coach, you like 
to see the drills in practice come 
through in game situations, and 
that was never better demonstrated 
than by the way Marissa Haddock 
and Makayla Crager dominated 
their positions this weekend, until 
foul trouble took them out of the 
game.  

 The girls close out their season 
at home this weekend against 
Craig with games beginning 
Friday night at 7 p.m.and Saturday 
at 5:30 p.m.

Pre-game ceremonies will 
honor the team’s seniors. There 
will be a homecoming dance 
after the game. The team will 
travel to Juneau on March 7-12 
for the Regional V Basketball 
Tournament.

Bears surge, split
Wrangell games

SPORTS from page 1 

Meeting aims at post-march goals

Clarification

Harbor to four days per week 
instead of seven, and reducing 
the area of fishing there to one 
mile offshore instead of two. 
In addition, an area outside the 
“postage stamp” fishing area 
that allowed gillnetters in the 
full width of the canal would be 
limited to two days per week.

Those closures would create a 
“corridor” for passage of Chilkat 
kings, Sogge said. “It would still 
allow for chum harvest. I don’t 
think it would reduce harvest 
rates.”

 At Klukwan, subsistence 
fishermen may be limited to 
fishing four days per week instead 
of seven. “That one’s hard to do 
because people are used to going 

whenever they want to,” Sogge 
said. “We really can’t allow that 
with the forecast as bad as it is.” 

Villager Dan Hotch said at last 
week’s meeting of the Upper Lynn 
Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee that reducing to four 
days would be a tough sell, but 
if villagers could be convinced, 
would benefit the king return.

Villager Marvin Willard this 
week said he could abide by a 
three-day closure. “I’m in total 
favor and everybody in the village 
should be, too, because this is 
our way of life. You can’t have 
everything. To have some things, 
you have to give something else 
up.”

Subsistence fishing restrictions 
in Chilkat Inlet will likely return 

to area regulations put in place in 
2015 but relaxed last year.

The king return has fallen 
below minimum escapement 
goals in four of the past five 
years, but by smaller margins 
than this year’s projected return. 
Rivers throughout Southeast are 
also seeing drops in king salmon 
returns, all largely attributed to 
poor survival when fish move out 
to the ocean. 

“The numbers of juvenile kings 
leaving the (Chilkat) river since 
1999 has been pretty steady. 
What’s been highly variable and 
declining is marine survival,” 
Chapell said.

In another effort to conserve 
kings, members of the local 
advisory committee last week 
endorsed a proposal that would 
limit the web size of subsistence 
nets used in Chilkat Inlet and 
River to 5.25 inches.

 The proposal, which would 
go to the Board of Fisheries for 
consideration a year from now, 
is an attempt to curtail incidental 
catches of mature king salmon by 
subsistence fishermen, who use 
nets in the Chilkat when going 
after sockeye.

 Committee member Derek 
Poinsette said he worried the 
restriction could be burden on 
“genuine” subsistence fishermen 
who have different sized nets 
patched together. Audience 
member Steve Fossman said 
such a section of net could be 
purchased for $20. “I don’t buy 
the financial hardship burden for 
$20.”

KINGS from page 1 
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is currently seeking Alaskan
applicants for all vessel 

positions including:
Captains, Mates, Engineers, 

licensed and unlicensed 
Deckhands, Cultural 

Heritage Guides, 
Naturalists, Hotel 

Managers, Chefs, Sous 
Chefs, Bakers, Galley 

Utilities, and Stewards. 
Employment spans the cruise 
season — May - September 
2017. Please apply online at 

www.alaskandreamcruises.com 
under the “About” tab.

Salvation Army
Winter Hours:

Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

12 - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord  DRY, Split & Delivered 
$200/cord  Green, Split & Delivered
$600/5-cord load of green logs delivered

The Science Cowboy was tied up with business on the range 
this week. His column will return to this spot March 2. Keep 
the questions coming, cowpokes. 

Sc ience  Cowboy 
Rides  Again

with Mr.Fontenot
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 

with your science questions for Mr. Fontenot, 
science teacher at Haines High School

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

February 3rd 2017 - March 3rd 2017 Flight Schedule
     Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS      Arrive SGY 

    8:00 am
    8:45 am   
  11:45 am
    3:20 pm

  8:35 am (M-F only)  
  9:55 am
12:20 pm
  3:55 pm

     8:00 am
   11:00 am
     2:00 pm
     3:30 pm

      8:35 am
    11:35 am 
      3:10 pm
      4:05 pm (M-F only)

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilot
  Proud to be part of  the 
  Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

    8:45 am   9:00 am   2:55 pm   3:10 pm

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

A planned paddle-bike-run 
triathlon aims to bring awareness 
to clean water issues involving the 
Chilkat River.

Longtime clean water activist 
Gershon Cohen this week started 
seeking sponsors for the Chilkat 
Challenge Triathlon he hopes to 
hold July 16.

It would involve an eight-mile 
canoe paddle from Mosquito Lake 
to 21 Mile Haines Highway, a bike 
race from 21 Mile to Jones Point 
and a foot race from Jones Point 
to Chilkat State Park. 

The event would be open 
to teams or solo competitors. 
Registration opened Feb. 15 at 

www.chilkatchallengetriathlon.
com.

The event, hosted by Alaska 
Cleanwater Advocacy, is not 
intended to stop a potential mine 
at the Palmer project, an active 
mine exploration site, Cohen said. 

“We are doing this to raise 
awareness about keeping the 
Chilkat River healthy, and we 
need to be concerned about that 
whether or not the mine happens. 
But if the mine happens, having 
more awareness in the community 
about what the river represents to 
us, (in terms of) tourism, food, et 
cetera, is good,” Cohen said.

The race will be funded by 

sponsorships and entry fees, and 
will feature prizes for racers. 
Cohen said he hopes the event 
becomes an annual tradition.

Contacted last week, tourism 
director Leslie Ross said she 
hoped to be in contact with event 
organizers to help with logistics, 
safety, accommodations and to 
promote businesses. “As the 
tourism director, I love events. I 
think they bring people into town, 
make our town fun and vital,” 
Ross said.

 Ross said she hasn’t been 
approached or educated on the 
environmental aspect of this 
event.

Haines High School is changing 
the way it administers eligibility 
for activities.

T h e  s c h o o l ’s  p r e v i o u s 
system required students to get 
“eligibility sheets” signed by 
teachers showing students were 
passing classes.

Due to new travel schedules that 
are not conducive to last-minute 
eligibility decisions, eligibility 
reviews now will be conducted 

each Tuesday. Students who 
maintain less than a 2.0 grade 
point (“C” average) or have a 
failing grade (“F”) must attend 
homework help from 3:30-4 p.m. 
and are prohibited from practicing 
or traveling.

Students with a “D” may practice 
but must attend homework help 
every day until grades improve. 
Students found not eligible to 
travel on Tuesday are eligible to 

travel the following Tuesday if 
they have no failing grades and a 
“C” average.

Under the previous system, 
students who had a failing grade 
at the end of a quarter were not 
eligible for activities for the 
remainder of the semester. Under 
the revised system, those students 
can improve their grades to regain 
eligibility during a season.

sweetheart’s dance organized by 
Dawn Drotos. Local musicians 
Burl Sheldon, Nancy Berland 
and Eric Holle and caller Spencer 
Douthit provided the show. 
The evening included a meal 
and waltzing. Watch for more 
activities at the Mosquito Lake 
School and Community Center. 

S a m  M c P h e t r e s ,  K i m 
Sundberg, Tracy Wirak and 
Alex Van Wyhe are back from 
the Alaska Society for Technology 
in Education (ASTE) conference 
in Anchorage. The three-day 

conference promotes access 
to technology, connectivity 
and information resources for 
Alaskan educators. Included at the 
conference is the IDidaContest. 
More than 700 entered their 
creative uses of technology for 
over $5,000 in cash and prizes.  
Haines winners include: Emily 
McPhetres – Teach Me Something 
Podcast – and digitally enhanced 
photo; Owen McPhetres –  Tells 
a Story Photo; Dalton Klinger - 
iDidaThing - Minecraft Chess Set; 
Marty Fowler – iDidaPhoto Tells 

Triathlon aims at focusing awareness on Chilkat River

Process changes for activities eligibility  

DULY from page 2 

LUNCH & DINNER
MONDAY - THURSDAY 11:30 AM - 8 PM           
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30 AM - 9 PM

CLOSED SUNDAY 

766-2442

766-2444

WINTER HOURS

 Harbor Bar
Mon - Fri
Open @ 2pm

Sat 
Open @ 12pm

Sun 
Closed

Karaoke
Thursday @ 10 pm

`

World Tavern Poker
Wednesday & Friday 

@ 7 pm & 10 pm

a Story - American Eagle; and 
iDidaPhoto Alaska Life - Lighting 
up the Haines Harbor. Honorable 
mention went to Matilda Rogers 
in the iDidaTune category. She 
also placed second for her original 
composition.  

“As the borough will not be 
a sponsor, I do not see this in 
conflict for us. The Haines CVB 
is here to support visitors coming 
into town for any event from – 
skiers, to folks drinking beer at 
beerfest, and to those wanting to 
float down our rivers for a cause. 
We support people filling our 

hotels, restaurants, and stores.”
“I do not know enough about 

the event to give my opinion of 
success or comments other than 
it sounds like a fun event that fits 
into our brand as the Adventure 
Capital of Alaska,” Ross said.

By Suzanne Ashe
Zephyr Sincerny is the new 

education and cultural coordinator 
at the Haines Borough Public 
Library.

The part-time job, previously 
held by Jessie Morgan, is to design 
and develop library programs and 
help others holding programs at 
the library.

Programs organized by the 
position have included Game 
Lab, Computer Help for Seniors, 
How to Use Social Media and a 
monthly cultural program planned 
in conjunction with the Chilkoot 
Indian Association.

After working for a non-profit 
in Yosemite National Park in 
California for 10 years, Sincerny 
took an interest in Alaska and was 
hired onto a summer job on a seine 
boat out of Craig.

The Oregon native came to 
Alaska in 2005 when he built a 
wood and fiberglass kayak and 

spent about six weeks exploring 
Southeast. “Ever since, I’ve 
just been coming up here to go 

kayaking and visit people. Finally 
I just said, ‘Okay it’s time to make 
the move.’”

Sincerny holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish and coordinated 
studies from University of Oregon. 
He was a snowboard instructor at 
California’s Mammoth Mountain 
and worked for Outward Bound 
in Yosemite. 

His job includes creating 
programs for patrons of all ages.  

“My goal is to create connection 
of community and different 
community members through 
the library and to help facilitate 
and share and highlight some of 
the amazing people and things 
way have going on,” he said. “So 
really, my goal is to bring people 
in and say, ‘Hey what are you 
really interested in?’ and share 
this with as many people as we 

can. We have a lot of people out 
there doing fun stuff.”

The next event offered by the 
program is a cross-country ski of 
a Tlingit trade-route scheduled 
for 10 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25. 
Pre-registration is required. 

Sincerny is wrapping up the 
“Gateways to the Past, Doorway 
to the Future” program with a 
community-wide potluck at the 
library.

“One of the goals and things 
that I would like to do is gather 
information and find out what 
people want. That’s one of the big 
goals,” he said.

Sincerny hopes his outdoors 
expertise will help him to connect 
with folks here. “I’m happy to 
be here in Haines, I’m looking 
forward to meeting and connecting 
with other people.” he said.

Outdoorsman takes helm of library education program

Zephyr Sincerny leads library programming and education. 
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GARAGE SALE - 117 Second 
Ave. Saturday afternoon & 
Sunday all day, Feb 25-26. 
314-2076. (7f)

NOW HIRING for the following 
positions: p/t cashier, liquor 
s tore a t tendant ,  bar is ta 
and food prep. Pick up an 
application at the front counter 
or email Deborah at mountain_
market@yahoo.com (7b) 

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE IN STOCK! 
Safe, Clean, Efficient, WOOD 
HEAT!  With warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 
Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (41-17/12b) 

FOR SALE BY OWNER - House 
and property at 26 mile. 2 story 
single family home on 4.76 
acres. River front with stunning 
mountain views. $249,000. 
Serious inquiries only. 314-
0409. (6cb) 

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1,300 per month, call 907-
723-1599 or 512-658-8813. 
(36cb) 

SOCKEYE CYCLE CO IS HIRING 
bicycle guides in Haines for 
the 2017 season - Must be 
23 years or older. Call 766-
2869 for more information or 
go to the employment page 
at website www.cyclealaska.
com. (3cb) 

Un-Classified Ads
OUTSTANDING T-CUP YORKIE! 

Gorgeous male & female, 
13wks old, $600 each, AKC 
reg. shots/worming. 587-781-
3127. ndyorkie90@gmail.com. 
(5p, 6-7b) 

ST. LUCY SENIOR APARTMENTS 
1 bedroom available. 62 years 
+ income restricted, must 
qualify. Call Jim or Travina at 
766-3616 ext 3 or 4. (6cb) 

RGA IS HIRING EXPERIENCED 
rafting and kayaking guides for 
2017. Pay starts at $15/hr. Call 
766-3576 for more info. (1cb)

H A I N E S  C O M M U N I T Y 
MARCHING BAND seeks used 
sousaphone to make a big 
sound. Call or leave message, 
766-3775. (cf) 

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, INC. 
is looking for a few professional, 
caring individuals who would 
like to join our team as Personal 
Care Assistants.  We currently 
have full-time and part-time 
positions with day and evening 
hours. CNAs or  PCA w/
experience in Elder Care are 
preferred; responsible, caring 
candidates are encouraged to 
contact Stephanie Pattison at 
766-3616 to inquire about the 
available positions. (6-8b) 

CVN WILL PAY $100 to anyone 
flying from Juneau to Haines 
on Thursday’s 2 pm flight 
(any week) who can bring the 
newspapers up with them. Call 
766-2688. (46cf) 

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

The Haines Borough Assembly on 
2/14/17 scheduled the following 
public hearings:

 Ordinance 17-02-450
(First hearing is 2/28/17; second 

hearing is 3/14/17)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough providing for the 
Addition or Amendment of 
Specific Line Items to the FY17 

Budget.
 Important Reminder! - Sign-
up is required in order to give 
testimony during a public hearing.  
It’s as easy as contacting the 
Clerk’s Office ahead of time to 
have your name added to the 
list or you can sign up yourself 
before the hearing starts. Written 
testimony is also welcome.
 Assembly meetings are 6:30 
pm in the Assembly Chambers 
at the Public Safety Building. 
 More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
g o v / b o r o u g h a s s e m b l y /
ordinances-under-consideration. 
Oral comments may be made at 
the public hearings (if you sign up) 
or you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or jcozzi@haines.ak.us or 
afullerton@haines.ak.us.

The Haines Borough Assembly on 
2/14/17 scheduled the following 
public hearings:

Ordinance 17-02-451
(First hearing is 2/28/17; second 

hearing is 3/14/17)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough approving conveyance 
of any interest the Haines 
Borough may have, if any, in Lot 
16A, Carr’s Cove Subdivision, 
as depicted on Plat Number 
97-22, Haines Recording 
District, First Judicial District, 

State of Alaska
 Important Reminder! - Sign-
up is required in order to give 
testimony during a public hearing.  
It’s as easy as contacting the 
Clerk’s Office ahead of time to 
have your name added to the list or 
you can sign up yourself before the 
hearing starts. Written testimony is 
also welcome.
 Assembly meetings are 6:30 
pm in the Assembly Chambers at 
the Public Safety Building.
More information is available at the 
Borough Clerk’s Office or on the 
website: www.hainesalaska.gov/
boroughassembly/ordinances-
unde r - cons ide ra t i on . O ra l 
comments may be made at the 
public hearings (if you sign up) or 
you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or jcozzi@haines.ak.us or 
afullerton@haines.ak.us.

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

For update 
info,

call the 
Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

23
24
26
27
28
2
3
5
6
7
9

10

2:45 pm
11:30 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm

11:30 am
1:30 pm

11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
9:45 am
1:45 pm

11:30 am

No SGY
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
3:30 pm

12:00 pm
No SGY

12:00 pm
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
No SGY
No SGY

12:00 pm

Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

23
24
26
27
28
2
3
5
6
7
9

10

No SGY
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
8:00 pm
3:00 pm
No SGY
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
No SGY
No SGY
3:00 pm

4:45 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

10:00 pm
4:00 pm
3:30 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

11:45 am
3:45 pm
4:00 pm

SOUTHEAST ALASKA STATE 
FAIR seeks a motivated, 
skilled seasonal laborer for 
building maintenance and 
capital improvement projects 
April 15 - Aug 15, 2017. Part-
time. Pay DOE. Desired skills 
include carpentry; general 
maintenance, including light 
plumbing, electrical and/or 
mechanics; and landscaping. 
Must have valid drivers license 
and ability to regularly lift/move 
75 pounds. Contact the Fair at 
766-2476, or email a resume 
or letter of interest to director 
@seakfair.org. Deadline March 
15. (6-8b)

WANTED: USED OFFICE DESK. 
Call the CVN 766-2688. (48cf)

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for one and 
two bedroom apartments.

55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date         High      Low      Rain     Snow Day       Date          High     Low    Rain    Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 19
Feb. 20

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 33.3 degrees Snow on ground: 42 inchesSnow on ground: 2 inches

Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 19
Feb. 20

40
41
35
29
36
32
34

37
35
28
21
22
27
24

1.30
0.05

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0.5
0
0
0

37
37
32
32
32
29
32

31
17

9
9
9

13
4

1.01
0.19

0
0
0
0
0

3
Trace

0
0
0
0
0

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

 Wed, Thurs, Fri, 10am to 3pm

Mechanic on Duty
               calendars 

are in

Canal Marine & Auto

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6






 










(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Mon - Fri, 9A - 4P
Open all winter
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Brewll quly

Jason Muccino

Second appeal for rock haul

MUSIC from page 1

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Friday March 3  
  6:00 pm

at Harriett Hall
Southeast Alaska State Fairgrounds

DINNER, BEER, AND WINE FOR SALE
plus a

SILENT ADVENTURE AUCTION

Tickets: $12 advance; $15 at the door; $45 for families

The Southeast Alaska State Fair and Takshanuk Watershed Council Present

available at the Babbling Book, Fair office, Takshanuk office, or at the door
Part of the Winter Fest Weekend of Events

Learn More at visithaines.com

              Chilkat Valley 
              Acupuncture  
                                  & 
          Oriental Medicine
  Monday through Friday 766-3335

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

Monday - Saturday 12-6  •  Closed Sunday  •  766-3223  •  2nd & Main St

Caroline’s Closet
Clothing

Accessories

Gifts
Stop by and see 
what we’ve got 

on sale!

first comprehensive civil rights 
law.

Though the law was pioneering, 
its full effects weren’t realized for 
years, Hotch said in an interview. 
Not everyone was enamored 
of the law or wanted to see it 
observed. Even Native people 
were apprehensive. 

“It took a while for it really 
to sink in for the Native people. 
We were still on one side (of the 
theater) but the Meacock boys – 
George and Louie – would come 
across the aisle and would visit 
with the Native boys,” Hotch said.

The cause of Alaska Native 
civil rights was advanced by the 
accomplishments of black civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr., Hotch said. “That added more 
power to us. We became national.”

Pe ra t rov ich  –  a  T l ing i t 
whose articulate testimony is 
credited with triggering passage 
of the Anti-Discrimination 
Act – was memorialized at the 
local ceremony by a student 
presentation of Peratrovich Rap, 
a song highlighting the civil rights 
leader’s life, written by Mary 
Folletti of Haines.  

 Also, a Peratrovich children’s 
book wri t ten  las t  year  by 
Haines School teacher Sophia 
Armstrong’s first-grade class was 
read aloud. 

 Resident Mike Denker also 
spoke at the observance. He 

noted that passage of the Anti-
Discrimination Act required years 
of work, as well as courage at a 
time when discrimination was 
accepted and commonplace.

 The struggle for equality 
continues to this  day,  and  
one person can be a victim of 

discrimination, not just groups, 
Denker said. “Only through 
continued struggle can equality 
and justice prevail… It’s never 
quick or easy. Those who struggled 
for civil rights in Alaska taught us 
we must always be watchful for 
times when people are not treated 
equal or fair in our communities.”

Teacher Mary Folletti said 
she’s glad her “Elizabeth 
Peratrovich Rap” has made it 
back to Haines, her hometown. 

Folletti was teaching Tlingit 
language and culture at Juneau’s 
Gastineau Elementary School 
in 2012 when she created 
the rap version of a song 
about the Tlingit civil rights 
leader. A Peratrovich song had 
previously had been set to the 
children’s tune “Bingo.” 

“It wasn’t reaching the 
students at the fourth- and 
fifth-grade level. I decided 
to write something I thought 
students would be able to relate 
to more,” Folletti explained 
this week.

 Af te r  a  per formance 
at Celebration, a regional 

gathering of Natives in Juneau, 
the song became a regular 
feature at Peratrovich Day 
observances in the Capital City.  
In the past two years it has 
spread to other communities, 
including Hoonah and Kake.

“I ’ve  had  teachers  in 
Anchorage write me, asking to 
use it. There are five-year-olds 
who can sing it by themselves 
now,” Folletti said.

 As the song has spread, 
some changes have been made 
to it. Folletti’s original version 
described Peratrovich as a 
“Tlingit.” That’s sometimes 
changed to “Native.” Also, 
Folletti said, there are many 
musical interpretations. “It’s a 
little more hip-hoppy the way 
I sing it.”

RIGHTS from page 1 

 Farmers, farmer wannabes 
and the scientists who support 
them will convene at the 
Chilkat Center this weekend 
for the second Southeast 
Alaska Farmer’s Summit.

 The biennial event was 
launched in Petersburg in 
2015 and is aimed at people 
interested in aspects of 
commercial agriculture. 

The summit will run Friday 
evening through Sunday. 
Registration is full, but drop-
ins can attend presentations 
held in the Chilkat Center 
aud i t o r i um,  s a id  l oca l 
organizer Meredith Pochardt 
of the Takshanuk Watershed 
Council. A fee will be charged 
for drop-ins.

 Thirty Haines residents 
are registered and about 50 
people will come from out-of-
town, including 10 presenters, 
Pochardt said.

Presenters from the private 
sector,  government  and 
universities will join Four 
Winds Farm owner Sally 
Boisvert of Haines, who 

will present “Building and 
Using Cold Storage on Small 
Vegetable Farm.” 

The Southeast Islands 
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t   w i l l 
present on biomass-heated 
aquaponic greenhouses. Other 
presentations address soil 
management, seeds, raising 
pigs with food waste, business 
planning and small farm 
finances. 

In all, there are more than 15 
presentations, three discussion 
groups and a free movie,  
“Symphony of Soil.” The film 
will be shown 7 p.m. Saturday 
in the auditorium and is open 
to the public. 

To see a full schedule, go to 
alaskawatershed.org and link 
to “conference information.”

Besides the local watershed 
council, sponsors include 
Southeast Alaska Sustainable 
Partnership, Southeast Alaska 
Watershed Coalition, USDA, 
Spruce Root Community 
Develpment, Alaska Brewing 
Company and Alaska Glacier 
Seafoods.

 

Farmer’s Summit
at Chilkat Center

A second Young Road resident 
recently filed an appeal against a 
Planning Commission decision 
to grant Southeast Roadbuilders 
a conditional use permit for 
resource extraction above the 
Skyline Subdivision on Feb. 9.

Ella Bredthauer submitted a 
letter of appeal to the Haines 
Borough Feb. 9 citing three 
reasons why the conditional use 
permit should not have been 
granted.

She said the borough failed 
to properly notify Young Road 
and Skyline Drive residents that 
Roger Schnabel, president of 
Southeast Roadbuilders, applied 
for the permit.

Bredthauer also said Schnabel’s 
application did not provide 

Civil rights song
has Haines roots

money by offering some other 
classes every other year, or by 
increasing class size, Habra said. 
“We’re going to have to require 
more work from folks. That’s not 
cool, but that’s the way it is.”

At its current rate of deficit 
spending, the district will deplete 
savings about one year from 
now. It plans to eliminate a 
principal position in the coming 
year following the resignation of 
assistant principal Cheryl Stickler. 
The school board this week 
also offered an early retirement 
incentive to eight longtime 
teachers. 

In his second year with the 
district, Muccino is a 20-year 
music teacher who most recently 
worked in Egypt. He holds 
teaching certificates in New Jersey 
and Alaska and earns $58,200 per 
year. He’s popular with students 
and parents for his work, including 
grooming an enthusiastic group of 
middle school musicians.

 Parent Kelly Williamson said 
Muccino’s departure will be “a 
really great loss.” Her two middle 
school children have grown to 
love music because of Muccino, 
she said. “It’s just heartbreaking 
as a mom to see one of your kids’ 
favorite teachers have to move on 
because of budget cuts.”

Williamson said one of the 
reasons her family moved to 
Haines from Florida seven years 
ago was for her children to get 
an “old-school” education that 
included music. Public schools 
there no longer offer music, she 
said. 

“We’ve come from a system that 
has been impacted from the exact 
same challenge,” Williamson said. 

She said she hoped Muccino’s 
replacement would be enthusiastic 

and have a love for music. “I hope 
that we’re able as a community 
to do what’s best for the program 
and the kids. I understand the 
need to do more with less, but it’s 
also hard.”

M u c c i n o  s a i d  h e  w a s 
disappointed in the decision, but 
he understands the district’s tight 
finances. 

“I just know the money is 
not going to be there and the 
situation is not going to change,” 
Muccino said. “I feel bad for the 
community because music is 
big here.” Hiring a less qualified 
teacher “is not going to cut it,” 
he said.

 Muccino is more than a year 
away from earning tenure, a rank 
that would make dismissing him 
more difficult. Also, in the wake 
of the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act, the district is not 
compelled to hire a music teacher 
demonstrated to be “highly 
qualified” in the subject.

 District officials for years have 
cited the school’s art and music 

programs as objects of pride that 
make the school competitive 
in attracting families to enroll 
students here.

School board chair Anne 
Marie Palmieri this week said 
she appreciates music, noting 
that there are home-schooled 
students who participate only in 
the district’s music program.

 “We value music and art. We 
want those programs to continue. 
The question is how to continue to 
offer them with reduced funding 
and enrollment. We’re looking for 
creative solutions. We’re looking 
at who can do what and what other 
talents do we have internally to be 
able to continue to offer them,” 
Palmieri said.

 Asked what made him confident 
that the music program’s quality 
wouldn’t slip, Habra said: “I have 
a strong administrative team. I’ll 
be overseeing my administrative 
team and my administrative team 
will be overseeing whoever we put 
in there.”

Lilly Boron, president of the 
Haines teachers’ union, declined 
comment on Muccino’s departure.  

 The next school board meeting 
will be held 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 1 at the school library. 
Habra said at that meeting he 
would offer contracts to physical 
education teacher Greg Brittenham 
and director of student services 
Kim Cunningham.   

 Habra said he was not planning 

more cuts to administration. “With 
the resignation of (principal) 
Cheryl (Stickler), the current 
number of students justifies 
the administrative level. We’ve 
already gone down one.”

 The district also has not 
renewed the contract of Janice 
Byerlee, who has led the district’s 
Title 1 program. Habra said he 
would not comment on Byerlee’s 
position. 

enough “detail and depth” about 
the project.

Bredthauer said Schnabel 
provided new information in a 
meeting with interim manager 
Brad Ryan and Lenise Henderson-
Fontenot about an increase in 
volume of materials that are set 
to be extracted.

Henderson-Fontenot was the 
first to appeal early this month.

Borough Clerk Julie Cozzi 
said Wednesday the borough has 
received about eight letters in 
support of the appeals, and one 
letter in support of the planning 
commission’s decision. 

If the assembly decides to 
hear one or both of the appeals, 
the hearing will take place at 
the assembly meeting Tuesday, 
March 14.


