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UNDAUNTED DOLPHIN District expects
$490K budget hole  

Who should pay when officers go up highway?

    See LOBBY page 4

    See RACE page 3
 See POLICE page 8

  See SCHOOL page 8

Assembly extends lobbyist’s hire 

Meetings set for Wednesday  

Haines Dolphin Emma Dohrn competes in an individual medley Saturday during the local swim 
club’s annual Winter Games meet. A problem with slipping goggles didn’t slow Dohrn, who won 14 
ribbons in the meet. More than 100 athletes from Haines, Juneau, and Whitehorse, Y.T. competed 
over three days. See story, page 4. Tom Morphet photo.

Bare asphalt chews up
Alcan 200 racers, sleds 

Alcan racer Woody Pahl gets taped up against frostbite by 
Diana Lapham Saturday. Natalie Helms photo.

By Natalie Helms
Snowmachiners struggled to control their sleds on dry asphalt 

during Saturday’s annual Alcan 200 Road Race, which took a 
toll on racers and machines.

Ten of 27 racers didn’t make it to the race’s half-way point 
due to breakdowns or crashes.

Nathan Peterson from Whitehorse, Y.T., who finished in third 
place overall, said he was launched almost 30 feet into a ditch 
when he lost control of his machine, but was uninjured and 
continued on.

“I thought that was it, I’d be waiting for an ambulance,” 
Peterson said.

In his fifth Alcan 200, Peterson said conditions caused him 
to slow down about 10 miles per hour. He averaged 94.9 mph 
Saturday. 

Defending race champion Chris Brooks of Haines won first 

By Natalie Helms
The Haines School Board 

reviewed a “bleak” 2018 budget 
draft for the first time at a workshop 
Tuesday.

Next year’s budget appears to 
be about $487,000 in the hole, 
including a $370,000 anticipated 
reduction in state funding, said 
school board president Anne Marie 
Palmieri.

The district will save about 
$100,000 through the retirement of 
assistant principal and curriculum 
coordinator Cheryl Stickler, who 
will retire at the end of this school 
year. 

“I have submitted a resignation 
letter with the intention of 
retiring,” Stickler said in an email. 
“At best, it’s bittersweet. What 
a great school this is! I adore 
these students, their families, and 
sincerely respect our staff and the 
heart they put into our students’ 
educations.”

Palmieri said the district is not 
planning on filling the position. 
“Cheryl’s assistant principal duties 
are going to be absorbed by current 
staff. The curriculum development 
part of her job will be taken over 
by (superintendent) Tony Habra,” 
Palmieri said.

The $370,000 drop in state funds 
is due to an estimated decrease in 

enrollment of 10 students (down to 
252), one fewer intensive student, 
and a 25 percent reduction in 
the district’s “hold harmless” 
allocation, state funding that helps 
cover drops in enrollment.

The $487,000 projected deficit 
doesn’t include additional expenses 
resulting from renegotiation of 
employee contracts, set to start 
this spring, or any increase in the 
cost of insurance. Without cuts 
or additional income, the district 
could more than deplete its fund 
balance in writing next year’s 
budget, according to Habra.

 “How do we do more with 
less?” Palmieri asked at Tuesday’s 
workshop. 

 “It may be our responsibility to 
raise this issue with the borough,” 
said board member Sara Chapell. 
The Haines Borough is expected 
to provide the school district with 
the same amount of money as it 
did last year, roughly $1.8 million.

In an interview Wednesday, 
Palmieri said the district is talking 
about its budget early this year 
at Habra’s urging. Habra has 
scheduled two meetings next 
week to get public comment on 
spending priorities in advance 
of the district’s formal budget 

By Natalie Helms
Should the Haines Borough 

raise taxes in outlying areas to pay 
its police officers for responding to 
emergencies outside the townsite?

That’s an idea by Jim Stanford, 
chair of the borough’s Public 
Safety Commission. He said 
last week it’s time to find a way 
to pay for police response in 
areas outside the townsite, the 
jurisdictional limits of the Haines 
Borough Police Department. 

At the request of borough 
police and administration, the 
commission will visit the question 
at its meeting 5:30 p.m. Monday 
at the assembly chambers.

At a meeting of the commission 
last week, borough police chief 
Heath Scott said his officers go 

outside the townsite about three 
times per month, costing his 
department about $18,000 per 
year. Scott said such calls include 
requests for support from troopers 
and from the Haines and Klehini 
Valley fire departments.

Including regular duty, overtime 
and standby pay, such calls cost 
the department $517 for a four-
hour response to calls ranging 
from highway moose collisions 
to domestic violence, Scott said. 
“That’s costing taxpayers money. 
It wasn’t in our budget to be 
constantly going out the road.”

Commission chair Stanford 
p r o p o s e s  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e 
boroughwide medical service 
area to an “emergency services 
service area” and using a property 

tax increase to fund police 
response. He and others at last 
week’s meeting cited the possible 
elimination of a state trooper 
position here as among factors 
pushing the discussion.  

“As someone who lives out the 
road, I appreciate being able to call 
911 and get a response. Without the 
state trooper or without someone 
from (borough police) being able 
to respond, I’m more than happy to 
pay a mil or half-mil property tax 
increase to cover that,” Stanford 
said at last week’s commission 
meeting.

Scott said police don’t have much 
of a choice in terms of responding 
to 911 calls from outside the 

Policing beyond townsite at issue

By Suzanne Ashe
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted Tuesday to keep lobbyist 
Bill Thomas on the job until 
June, to advertise for a permanent 
borough manager in Alaska only 
and to award a $71,000 marine 
mammal monitoring contract to 
proHNS, a local engineering firm.

Thomas, 69, is a commercial 
fisherman and former state 
legislator who worked last year 
as borough lobbyist for $45,000. 
He’ll be paid about $22,000 for a 
half-year’s work. 

Assembly members Tresham 
Gregg and Tom Morphet opposed 
Thomas’ hire, saying there wasn’t 
spending enough in Juneau to 
justify hiring a lobbyist. Morphet 
said Thomas was unable to spare 
the town from cuts to state forestry 
and public health nurse offices 
last year.

Member Margaret Friedenauer, 
who opposed Thomas’ hire last 
year, said she was comfortable 
with it this year because Thomas 
will be given clear direction. “I’m 
more optimistic about doing it this 
year because it would be through 
the legislative session (only) and 
we have a list of priorities,” she 
said.

“There’s a lot less money that is 
going to be coming out this fiscal 
year,” said assembly member 

Mike Case, endorsing Thomas. “I 
think the person who is in there 
and knows the right contacts and 
continues to knock on the right 
doors is going to get a hold of that 
money.”

Thomas recently returned from 
Washington D.C., where he said 
he met with members of Alaska’s 
Congressional delegation. He said 
the trip was funded by regional 
Native corporation Sealaska. 
Interim borough manager Brad 
Ryan said Thomas has been focused 
on Lutak Dock reconstruction 
funding.

Several fishermen in the audience 
also spoke for keeping Thomas on. 
“As a Tlingit Elder and a Vietnam 
War veteran in my family, and 
the family I was raised, that has 
a world of clout. I appreciate his 
service and everything he has done 
for the community over the years,” 
said Haynes Tormey II. “I think we 
have a really lucky opportunity 
with his past experiences and his 
contacts that he has in Juneau.”

In deciding to limit its search 
for its next permanent manager, 
assembly  members  vo iced 
opposition to an idea from Morphet 
to work with head-hunting firm 
Brimeyer Fursman to get a list of 
manager candidates. “I think we 
owe it to the voters to hire the best 
manager possible.” He said the 

borough has gone through a lot 
of managers that elected officials 
liked “at first, then after a while 
we didn’t.” 

The borough paid Brimeyer 
Fursman $27,500 to land police 
chief Heath Scott and former 
manager William Seward. The 
firm offered a guarantee to re-do 
its search if either Scott or Seward 
didn’t last on the job 18 months, 
but the firm told the borough the 
guarantee had been dependent on 
a required site visit with Seward 
in September that didn’t happen.

“I cringe at the thought of going 
through a Fursman-type experience 
again,” said assembly member 
Ron Jackson. “What we got was 
a lot of good candidates. But that 
I think we got … You polish your 
resume and put in it what you 
think the hiring committee wants 
to hear.  I don’t know if it’s worth 
it. I think we have two really good 
candidates here.” 

Member Gregg said: “We have 
two viable candidates in-house, 
so to speak.” Case said he was 
ready to hire Ryan on the spot. The 
assembly voted 5-1 to advertise the 
job in Alaska for one month. 

Mayor Jan Hill broke a 3-3 tie 
to award proHNS the contract for 
the marine mammal monitoring, a 
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Letters to the Editor 
Thursday, Jan. 26
 Tourism Advisory Board workshop to 
discuss Title 5, 2 p.m in library conference room. 
   Movie showing: “Before the Flood,” at 
Takshanuk Watershed Council office on Sawmill 
Creek Road, 6 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 27
 Haines Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
including update on Palmer Project, noon at the 
Harbor Bar. Chamber board meeting 9 a.m. in 
chamber conference room.  

Saturday, Jan. 28
 SAT test administered at Haines School, 
starting 8 a.m. 

Monday, Jan. 30
 Open Art Studio in high school art room, 5:30 
p.m. Models provided. 
 Haines Borough Public Safety Commission 
meets 5:30 p.m. at assembly chambers to discuss 
funding emergency response outside the townsite.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
 Haines Borough Assembly meets  as 
Committee of the Whole to discuss budget, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.  

Wednesday, Feb. 1
  Community meeting to discuss a preferred 

alternative for the Lutak Dock, 5:30 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Joint meeting of Port and Harbor 
Advisory Committee and planning commission.  
  Haines People for Peace Slide Show and 
Discussion by Tracy and Lizi Wirak on the 
Women’s March in Washington, D.C., 5:30 p.m. 
in public library.
   Public meetings for comment on school district 
spending priorities, 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. at the 
Haines School library.  

 Thursday, Feb. 2
 Ports and Harbor Advisory Committee meets 
10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers. 
 Haines Borough Code Review Commission 
meets 6 p.m. at assembly chambers. 

Friday, Feb. 3
 First Friday Art Event. Galleries open 
downtown after business hours. 
      Triple Threat Youth Basketball Tournament,  
in both school gyms through Sunday.

Saturday, Feb. 4
 “Saturdays at the Sheldon” family workshop 
exploring history and art of the Chilkat Valley, 2 
p.m. Topic: Who are you?
 Triple Threat Youth Bastkeball Tournament,  
in both school gyms continues through Sunday.

By Leigh Horner
Eden Serene Del Prete was 

born Jan. 6 at Bartlett Regional 
Hospital to Shannon and Andrew 
Del Prete. She and weighed 7 lbs., 
3 oz. and measured 19.25 inches. 
She joins brothers Garrison, 9, 
Caedmon, 6 and Porter, 3. Aunt 
Lorrie Williams of Medford, 
Ore. was there to help before 
grandmother Joyce Del Prete 
arrived from Santee, Calif. Family 
and old friends can look forward 
to a visit from grandfather Ron 
Walker in February. 

Rellian Kayser Forster was 
born Jan. 13 at Bartlett Regional 
Hospital to Jessica Kayser 
Forster and Kevin Forster. 
Rellian weighed 7 lbs., 1 oz. and 
measured 21 inches. Grandparents 
Karl and Linda Kayser waited 
in Juneau to meet Rellian before 
returning to their home in Ithaca, 
N.Y. Grandmother Meg Forster 
from Bradenton, Fla. will spend a 
few weeks with her new grandson 
as well as with son Eric Forster 
and Cambria Goodwin.

Lois Wickward, 64, died 
Monday near her winter home in  
Florence, Ariz. A 21-year resident 
of Haines, Wickward recently 
suffered congestive heart failure, 
said husband Scott Wickward. 
Wickward said he would pen an 
obituary  for an upcoming edition 
of the CVN.

Haines High School students 
recited a poem from memory 
selected from the Poetry Out 
Loud anthology Thursday, part 
of a statewide competition. 
Students participating included 
Alyx Habra, Skylar Smith, 
Brandt Alton-Huber, Elena 
Saunders, Anna Fullerton, 
Madeline Andriesen, Marty 
Fowler, Aurora Alten-Huber, 

Megan Whitermore, Joseph 
Rossman, Keegan Palmieri and 
Lily Benassi.  Andriesen, who 
placed first in Haines, will next 
compete regionally in the Alaska 
Poetry Out Loud via videotape.

Sisters Tracy and Lizi Wirak 
flew to Washington, D.C. and met 
friend Chris Hill to participate in 
last week’s Women’s March. The 
size of the crowd made it difficult 
to march, but they did chat with 
actor Frances McDormand at a 
coffee shop and heard speeches 
by Michael Moore, Scarlett 
Johansen, Rhea Suh, Maryum 
Ali and Cecile Richards from 
Planned Parenthood. Actor 
America Ferrera gave a very 
inspirational speech, they said. 
Tracy and Lizi will talk about their 
experience 5:30 p.m. Feb.1 at the 
public library.

G a b r i e l l e  S t .  C l a i r ,  a 
sophomore at Jackson Hole 
High School in Wyoming, was 
recently named student of the 
month. Her selection was based 
on responsibility, kindness and 
integrity. Gabby will return in 
the summer with her mother 
Gina St. Clair, who is in Jackson 
Hole caring for parents John and 
Putzi Harrington. Gina and 
Dan Humphrey are working 
as ski instructors at Snow King 
Mountain Resort there.

There are still vouchers for ice 
grippers available at the fire hall. 
It’s been an icy winter and having 
cleats makes getting around a lot 
easier.

Nora Krake is back after a 
three-week trip that included five 
days in New York with daughter 
Bonnie Zelter of San Mateo, 
Calif. and visiting granddaughter 
Emily Zelter, who lives in 
Manhattan. Ann Quinlan flew 

from Sun City, Ariz. to join them. 
The group watched the Rockettes 
perform and enjoyed the holiday 
decorations at Lincoln Center. 
Nora and Emily returned to San 
Mateo, Calif. for Christmas, and 
Nora spent 10 days with Ann and 
Tom Quinlan in Sun City before 
returning home.

After having difficulty finding 
someone to put down their new 
wood flooring, Chuck and Linda 
Moonan called on friend John 
Norton to come to their home in 
Hawi, Hawaii to help. Located on 
the isle of Hawaii, Hawi is just 
west of Kapaau. John spent two 
weeks on the island, laying the 
flooring, enjoying the sunshine, 
body surfing and hiking to the 
waterfalls of Kapoloa.

Rocque “Rocky” Hernandez, 
an Anchorage bus mechanic who 
lived here 2011-14, died Jan. 19 in 
Anchorage at age 64. Brother Fred 
Hernandez of Medford, Ore., 
said his brother was a Vietnam 
veteran with a “rambunctious” 
personality. Friend Ty Esposito 
said Hernandez “cut quite the 
figure.” He kept a long beard and 
enjoyed sportfishing along the 
Chilkat River accompanied by 
his pet chihuahua, Lulu. “He was 
a Yosemite Sam kind of character. 
He liked to keep things stirred 

By Ryan Harms
CVN Sports Columnist

The Glacier  Bears boys’ 
and girls’ basketball teams 
both t raveled out  of  town 
last weekend for non-league 
competition.   

 The girls headed north and took 
on a Whitehorse team that left 
Haines coach Greg Brittenham 
joking afterwards, “We went to 
a hockey game and a basketball 
game broke out.”  

 Senior point guard Bozhi 
Sebens agreed with Brittenham 
about the physicality, “It was kind 
of like rugby.”  

 Despite the rough play, Haines 
played well and split the two 
games, losing the first 62-54 and 
winning the second 61-51. 

 Junior Makayla Crager led the 
team to its victory, pouring in 30 
points and grabbing nine rebounds 
Saturday. 

Crager’s postgame thoughts 
were about the team. “We worked 
really well as a team. Instead of 
forcing a shot when there was 
someone guarding you, we made 
the extra pass for a layup. That 
was good.”  

 All-around team play for Haines 
was evident in team scoring: 
Brittney Bradford, 10 points, 
4 assists; Marissa Haddock, 4 
points, 8 rebounds; Bozhi Sebens, 
10 points, 5 assists; Tulsi Zahnow, 
5 points, 8 rebounds, and Jordan 
Stigen, 2 assists, 6 rebounds.  

 Luann Brittenham, who serves 
as unofficial team manager and 
assistant, said the team has come 
a long way.   

“I’ve watched these girls for 
three years now, and to see Bozhi 
driving the lane and finishing 
strong or Tulsi getting 12 points 
and 10 steals in game one. Oh, I 
am just so proud of all these girls.”  

 In boys’ action, Haines was in 
Cordova taking on some of the 
state’s top 2A teams, including 
Eielson and defending champion, 
Unalaska. They lost to Unalaska, 

58-25.
 Senior Jacob Stigen was 

positive about the weekend, 
despite three losses in the series.  

 “We played some amazing 
defense against the best teams 
in the state. And offensively, 
we forced most teams into zone 
(defense) because man-to-man 
wasn’t working (for them),” 
Stigen said.  

 Another big positive from the 
weekend was the emergence of a 
consistent inside scoring threat, as 
junior Hudson Sage tallied double 
figures in all three games: 12, 10, 
and 13 respectively.  

 Coach Steve Fossman said the 
team focused on getting rebounds 
and defensive stops. “Before 
we went up, we worked a lot on 
rebounding and it had a huge 
influence up there. We rebounded 
right with every team and that 
was, to me, the biggest change I 
saw.”  

 “Also, we scared (3A) Cordova 
and Eielson, a bit, too. We were 
right there with them,” he said.  

 Haines lost to Cordova 71-49 
but the score after three quarters 
was 43-39.  Haines fell to Eielson 
56-46.

  Fossman added Stigen’s 
development as a defender gives 
the team flexibility with its own 
defensive sets.  

“He’s probably our best on-ball 
defender. He’s quick and sticks 
right with guys, so if another 
team has a tough guard, without 
hesitation I’m picking him to 
guard those guys. That really lets 
us shore up some other areas when 
we know he’s got that perimeter 
guy covered.”  

There are no games this 
weekend, but due to ferry 
schedules, both Haines teams 
head out Monday for an extended 
road trip. They will play Craig 
on Wednesday and Thursday and 
then take on Petersburg Saturday 
and Sunday. The teams return 
home Monday, Feb. 6.  

  
 

Non-league series
challenges Bears   

Alcan champ grateful for event’s helpers
I would like to thank all those involved in making the 48th Alcan 

200 happen this year. It is always incredible to be a part of such a 
grand undertaking due to the hard work and super effort of so many 
individuals. Likewise it is an honor to compete against such a dedicated 
group of people who come from so many different places. I thank all 
of you so very much. I wish I had room to list all the names of those 
that make this race happen and those who started this rally so many 
years ago. Thanks again.

                      Chris Brooks

Thanks for keeping sled race alive
 We want to thank Jack Smith Sr. and Jack Smith Jr. for the use of 
their snowmachine in the Alcan 200. Also, thank you to the Chilkat 
SnowBurners, Uglys of Haines, American Legion and all that have 
done so much more to keep the Alcan 200 alive. Thank you!

      Betty Ewing and Family

Town pitched in to put on swim meet
The Haines Dolphin Swim Team would like to thank the many 

volunteers and businesses that made this year’s home swim meet a 
success. One hundred swimmers participated in 116 events!  

AP&T provided wireless internet for the event. The Men of Note sang 
the national anthems. Al Giddings and the Haines Borough School 
District provided transportation to and from the ferry terminal. The 
Haines Visitor Center organized the transportation and greeted visitors 
with information about what to do in our town. Jessica Edwards and 
Susie McCartney organized our annual fundraiser dinner. Howsers 
IGA, Olerud’s Market and Mountain Market provided food for our 
hospitality room. Tlingit Ink designed and printed our event shirts. 
The Aspen Hotel and the Captain’s Choice Motel offered discounted 
rates for people associated with the meet. 

Jim Lampkins provided his public address system.   
And last but not least, thanks to the officials, timers, coaching staff, 

parent volunteers and pool employees that worked tirelessly to fill all 
the roles necessary to make this huge event happen. 

             Jenn Allen

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

“Love must be sincere.  Hate 
what is evil; cling to what is 
good.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Romans 12:9
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RACE from page 1  

DAYS NR OLE -- Constructe base for a new bri the Kl is under wines Hpletion of the $6.7 million projeected in 27.

Residents march along Beach Road Saturday in solidarity with the Women’s March in Washington, D.C. Jane Pascoe photo.

Despite wind and cold, women’s march draws 150   

Tasting Room 
reopens this 
Wednesday, 
February 1st

M-Sa 4-8pm • 766-3434
Fine handcrafted spirits made 
in SE Alaska’s 1st distillery.

Cocktails, bottled spirits 
& merchandise for sale.

34 Blacksmith St. 
in historic Ft Seward.

Just blocks from downtown, this 4 bdrm, 2 bath home with 
2,146+/- sf has lots of surprise features: great storage, master 
bdrm, offi  ce area, attached workshop, sunny view, deck, large 
backyard w/garden beds.  Must see to appreciate.

100% Locally Owned and Operated and Giving Back to Haines!

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate • Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate

HAINES
REAL ESTATE

Remodeled Home

$229,000

Dear Science Cowboy,
Call me old fashioned, but I still use ice cube trays in my 
freezer. I have two trays, which I stack together. Why do I fi nd 
it diffi  cult to release the cubes from the bottom tray? The top 
tray always releases uniform cubes, while the bottom tray 
makes a mess of the ice? What can I do to solve this
ice cube debacle?
               Signed,
               Mystifi ed Mixologist     
Dear Mystifi ed,
You aren’t the only one that doesn’t have one of those newfangled 
icemaker fridges. Less to break on the old kind, and they don’t 
clog up all the time. About your debacle: it comes down to gas 
bubbles. When you fi ll the ice cube tray from your kitchen sink, 
there is quite a bit of air mixed-in with, and even dissolved in, 
the water. Those bubbles can escape easily from the top tray in 
the stack. So can the dissolved gases that come out of solution 
as the water freezes. But the bottom tray is capped-off  by the 
one nested on top of it, and the gases can’t escape as well. The 
water still freezes, but the ice is impure; full of bubbles that make 
the cubes structurally weaker. When you pop the cubes out, the 
weaker cubes can’t handle the stress as well. Lotta times most 
of ‘em break. I reckon you have two possible remedies. Putting 
the cube trays in the freezer side-by-side will fi x your problem, 
though it does seem a waste of space. You could also try running 
hot tap water to fi ll the trays. Hot water holds much less dissolved 
gases and bubbles escape right away. Fill ‘em hot, let ‘em sit on 
the counter for a couple minutes, then freeze.

Sc ience  Cowboy 
Rides  Again

with Mr.Fontenot
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 

with your science questions for Mr. Fontenot, 
science teacher at Haines High School

Article Sponsored by:
(907) 766-2833 • FAX (907) 766-2832

SPONSORED BY HAINES PEOPLE FOR PEACE

By Suzanne Ashe
With cleats strapped to XtraTufs 

and clutching signs with slogans 
like “My body, my choice” and 
“Stronger together,” about 150 
women, men, children and pets 
turned out on Saturday for the 
Women’s March – Haines.

“I am marching because I 
believe in equality and a woman’s 
right to choose, and Planned 
Parenthood, and freedom to do 
what I want,” said Beth Bolander 
while carrying a sign depicting an 
illustration of Princess Lea and 
the words “A woman’s place in 
in the resistance.”

The marchers met at the Chilkat 
Center at 10 a.m. and were given 
a few instructions to follow along 
the route that looped through 
downtown. 

“I believe in equality for 
everybody,” said Phyllis Sage, 
who marched with her dog Finn. 
“For me it’s not just a women’s 
march, it’s a march for everybody. 
It’s a humankind march. Women’s 
rights make everybody’s rights.”

The march took place as part 
of an international movement to 
show solidarity with organizers 
of the Women’s March on 
Washington D.C. one day after 
President Donald J. Trump was 
sworn into office. 

“ T h e  Wo m e n ’s  M a r c h 
on Washington aims to send 

a message to all  levels of 
government,  including but 
not limited to the incoming 
Presidential administration, that 
we stand together in solidarity and 
we expect elected leaders to act to 
protect the rights of women, their 
families and their communities,” 
organizers said.

About 20 marches took place in 
Alaskan cities including Juneau, 
Anchorage and Fairbanks, which 
drew crowds of 1,000 or more. 

Melissa Aronson got involved 
in the planning phase of the Haines 
march. “There’s a good network 
of people here who are concerned 
about what’s happening to our 

country.” She heads the group 
Haines People for Peace.

Organizer Margaret Friedenauer 
said she was surprised by the 
turnout. 

“A lot  more people than 
expected – especially with two 
other big events going on this 
weekend. I know some of the 

families who came to Haines for 
the swim meet participated in 
the walk,” she said adding that 
the message of the day was all 
about solidarity.  “A lot of people 
were wondering what is this all 
about. This was not a protest. 
This was about coming together 
and sharing a positive message.”

overall, followed 10 seconds later 
by Jack Smith, Jr. The two local 
men finished in the same places 
last year. 

Brooks said strong winds, 
temperatures about minus 30 
degrees F. and long stretches of 
bare pavement made this one of 
the most difficult races of  the last 
10 years. “It was pretty terrible 
conditions.”

Bare pavement can wear 
down the part of the skis used 

for steering, making machines 
virtually uncontrollable, he said. 

Haines’ only female racer 
Nicole Holm fell off her sled, and 
injured her arm enough to require 
stitches – through five layers of 
clothing.

Rookie Donna Chambers from 
Whitehorse won the award for 
fastest woman. She also won 
the “Red Lantern” award for last 
snowmachine to finish.

“That pavement sucked and the 

wind didn’t help,” Chambers said. 
“I just went slow.”

She said she would do the race 
again next year if there is more 
snow. “I’m just glad to say that 
I did it.”

Thirteen racers were from 
Haines, one more than last year. 
Brooks, who averaged 101.4 
mph, said at Saturday’s banquet 
at the American Legion Hall that 
he’s lucky to enjoy the race with 
great people. “On days like today, 
it really shows what motivates 

people.”
Overall finishers were: 1) 

Chris Brooks, 1:31:43; 2) Jack 
Smith Jr., 1:31:53; 3) Nathan 
Peterson, 1:38:00; 4) Scott 
Smeeton, 1:38:21; 5) Cory 
Magnason, 1:38:26; 6) Justin 
Peterson, 1:45:01; 7) Mike Ward, 
1:51:01; 8) Steven McLaughlin, 
1:53:21; 9) Zack Ferrin, 1:53:25; 
10) Nick Martin, 1:54:34; 11) 
Mario Poulin, 1:57:20; 12) Jeff 
Schamber, 1:57:52; 13) Ken 
Schamber, 1:58:43; 14) Fred 
Graham, 2:02:43; 15) Ron Sloper, 
2:04:42; 16) Dave Ewing, 2:16:50; 

17) Donna Chambers, 3:11:49.
Results from Sunday’s races 

at Mosquito Lake included: (By 
class) Junior: 1) Ohlin Brooks,  2) 
Brody Ferrin, 3) Jack Smith III; 
Youth: 1) Gable Sage,  2) Corbin 
Holm,  3) Joseph Rossman; 
Mountain: 1) Ryan Cook, 2) 
Gerald Grant, 3) Josh Moore; 
Big Guy, Little Sled: 1) Sean 
McLaughlin,  2) Zack Ferrin,  3)  
Jeff Wackerman; Just Want To 
Race: 1) Shane Horton,  2) Tad 
Larden, 3) George Campbell; 
Open: 1) Jack Smith Jr., 2) Chris 
Brooks, 3) Justin Peterson.
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Grace Trout of Haines competes in the breaststroke Saturday at 
the Haines pool. Tom Morphet photo.     

Committee proposes alternatives to heli-ski map group

  

� is column sponsored by : 766-3221
8am ‘til 6pm

a Beyond the Plate category to bolster 
more head to tail usage and reduce � sh 
waste. Last year’s big winner was Quyung-
lii Anti-Aging Skin Serum by ArxOtica 
of Bethel. Entries for this year include 
a salmon skin tote by the Salmon Sisters 
of Homer, a water clari� er derived from 
crab shells by Tidal Vision of Juneau, and 
salmon pet oils by Trident Seafoods.  
 All products will undergo a private 
judging in Seattle where seafood lovers 
also will cast ballots for their favorites on 
Jan 25. Winners will be announced at a 
Juneau Legislative Reception and public 
judging on Feb 22.  Top placers receive a 
trip to showcase their products at Boston’s 
Seafood Expo North America in March. 
www.afdf.org/symphony-of-seafood/
  
Pink relief, possibly - Alaska’s 2016 pink 
salmon � shery was o�  cially declared a 
failure last week by the U.S. Commerce 
Secretary, setting the stage for � shermen 
and other stakeholders in three regions to 
seek disaster assistance from the federal 
government.
 � e pink � shery last summer was the 
worst in more than 40 years. Harvesters 
from Kodiak, Prince William Sound and 
Lower Cook Inlet are eligible to apply 
for monetary assistance – if the money is 
appropriated by Congress. 
 � e push for relief was spearheaded 
by Rep. Louise Stutes (R-Kodiak) who 
pointed out that the pink salmon bust is 
felt far beyond the � shing nets.

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Fish Factor/Laine Welch
January 20, 2017
 
 Candied salmon ice cream, poke snack 
kits, salmon bisque baby food, � sh skin 
tote bags and pet oil are among the more 
than 20 new items to be revealed this week 
at the industry’s most popular annual 
seafood soiree: the Alaska Symphony of 
Seafood, where the public is invited to taste 
and vote on their favorites. 
 � e event attracts commercially ready 
entries from major companies to small 
“Mom and Pop’s” who frequently take 
home the top prizes. Bambino’s Baby Food 
of Anchorage, for example, won grand 
prize for its Hali Halibut last winter and is 
entered again this go around.
 � e goal of the Symphony is to 
encourage development of new Alaska 
seafood products and broaden markets.  
It gets its steam from a “rising tide � oats 
all boats” push by the forward-thinking, 
Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation, 
host of the event since 1993.
 “How can you beat ice cream,” said 
AFDF executive director Julie Decker, 
referring to an entry by retail store Coppa 
of Juneau, known for using herring roe 
wasabi and black cod in ice cream.  
 Entries show even more of a foreign 
� air this year with Jjamppong, a Korean 
Seafood Noodle Soup by Orca Bay, and 
Triad Fisheries’ bottarga, a dried, shaved 
topping made from salmon roe. 
 � e Symphony has grown beyond 
edibles and several years ago introduced 

 “It trickles down to processors and 
their work force, transportation, and most 
businesses throughout the communities,” 
Stutes said.   
 � e request for relief funds got the 
backing of Governor Walker in late 
September.  
 Kodiak’s pink salmon catch barely 
broke three million out of a projected 16 
million � sh. At Prince William Sound, a 
catch of 13 million was down by nearly 
two thirds of what was expected. In Lower 
Cook Inlet, a pink take of just 97,000 � sh 
was less than 13 percent of the forecast.
 Pink salmon is Alaska’s largest salmon 
� shery and harvests can top 200 million 
� sh. It was one of nine salmon and crab 
� sheries declared as failures in Alaska, 
California and Washington, primarily for 
West Coast Tribal salmon � sheries.
 
Fish give back – American Seafoods 
company is again accepting applications 
for its Alaska community grant program. 
A total of $38,000 will be awarded to 
community projects addressing such issues 
as hunger, housing, safety, education, 
research, natural resources and cultural 
activities. Most of the awards range from 
$500 to $3,000 per organization.
 Deadline to apply is Feb 6; grant 
recipients will be selected by a community 
advisory board on Feb 15.  Contact Kim 
Lynch at kim.lynch@americanseafoods.
com or 206-256-2659.

By Natalie Helms
T h e  H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 

Assembly’s commerce committee 
weighed options for the future 
of the Heliski Map Committee 
– including eliminating it all 
together – at its Jan. 19 meeting, 
and will bring those ideas to the 
full assembly.

Assemblyman and Chilkat 
Valley News publisher Tom 
Morphet  submitted a draft 
ordinance in November to  
eliminate the map committee and 
shift its duties to the assembly.

“The way the process is now, 
we get something that’s distilled,” 
Morphet said. “I think that 
because the authority lies with 
(the assembly), that the process 
should lie with (the assembly).” 

He recommended the assembly 
tackle the task as a committee of 
the whole.

Currently, the five-member 
map committee works with the 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game and borough planner to 
draft changes to the heliski map 
areas. The committee reports to 
the borough manager, who then 
brings a recommendation to the 
assembly.

Conflict of interest issues 
concerning two committee 
members who are hel i -ski 
company operators bogged down 
the group last fall. 

Morphet said if the assembly 
a s sumed  the  commi t t ee ’s 
responsibilities, it would reduce 
confl icts  of  interest ,  cost ,  

duplication and work for the 
manager. It would also better align 
with code because the assembly 
is responsible for establishing 
policy.

Ron Jackson, who represented 
the  assembly  on  the  map 
committee, said borough planner 
Holly Smith spent 60 to 80 hours 
at about 12 map committee 
meetings last year.

“We need to boil down this 
process, and say very respectfully 
to stakeholders, ‘I’m sorry, we 
have other stuff to do here,’” 
Morphet said. “It’s like the 
crossing guard and the early 
morning commuters (trying to) 
determine what the speed limit is 
going to be.”

Tourism director Leslie Ross 
said she thought Morphet’s 
proposal would lessen the public 
process, noting that very few 
topics – besides budget and taxes 
– bypass committees or staff 
and go straight to the assembly. 
Commerce committee member 
Margaret Friedenauer agreed.

Ryan Johnson of  Alaska 
Heliskiing said there is a reason 
committees can be more focused 
and efficient. Assembly meetings 

can sometimes take over four 
hours, he said.

Lynn Canal Conservation 
president Eric Holle proposed 
a solution: the heliski industry 
should  be  responsible  for 
following an environmental 
standard - that would need to 
be adopted. The industry would 
create their proposals accordingly 
before taking them to the map 
committee. He referenced a 
process used in British Columbia, 
saying the standards could 
incorporate Fish and Game data 
and serve as a “solid framework” 
for future changes.

Resident Thom Ely supported 
streamlining the process and 
sugges ted  map commit tee 
responsibilities shift to the 
borough planning commission.

Ely also said he didn’t see a 
reason to revisit the process every 
three years. “I really don’t think 
we need to keep accommodating 
the requests of one industry, 
which just eats up our time and 
resources,” he said.

Assemblyman and commerce 
committee member Mike Case 
said, “What I selfishly wouldn’t 
want to see is spending a lot of 

time in the committee of the whole 
when it can more intelligently and 
effectively have been done by 
staff.”

Jackson drew a new model 
for map change review, with 
p roponen t s  work ing  wi th 
borough staff, who would then 
communicate with Fish and 
Game and possibly the Parks and 
Recreation Committee, and then 
make a recommendation to the 
assembly.

Friedenauer will bring options 
to the assembly at a future 
meeting, including Morphet’s 
proposed ordinance, Holle’s 
idea for standards, Jackson’ idea 
for a mix of staff and existing 
committee work, or to keep the 
system as is.

By Tom Morphet
Her goggles fell down but 

that didn’t slow Haines Dolphin 
Emma Dohrn, who won three 
races at Saturday’s Winter Games 
meet in Haines.

 S t o p p i n g  m e a n s 
disqualification, Dohrn explained. 
“It made me go faster because I’m 
more determined to end the race 
and put my goggles on.” The four-
year team veteran won 14 ribbons 
during the three-day meet that 
featured 116 events.

 New swimmers tasted their 
first competition at the meet, 
while some swim club veterans 
shaved times down to near team 
records. Records are posted on a 
plaque in the pool lobby. “We’ve 
got some feisty 10 and under girls 
who are ready to take some of 
them down,” said Dolphins coach 
Erin Pratt.

 Pacific Ricke, 9, is only two 
seconds off a new team record 
in the 500-meter freestyle for the 
9-10 age group. Cassie Galasso 
set that record in 2005.

 Ricke, who also won 14 ribbons 

swims, including the 200-meter 
individual medley and the 50 and 
100-meter butterfly.

 Dolphins  rookie  Emery 
Tipkemper-Wolfe, 7, is another 
team standout. He earned nine 
ribbons over the weekend, six 
of them for first place. “I pretty 
much just learned (to swim) here. 
I wasn’t very good when I was 
little. I’ve been coming to a lot of 
practices,” he said.

 Alex Weerasinghe and Lydia 
Andriesen also won events for the 
Dolphins last weekend.

Coach Pratt said the club sport 
is about competing for faster 
times in order to qualify for larger, 
more competitive meets, but by 
mid-season, swimmers get to 
know their rivals from places like 
Juneau and Whitehorse, Y.T.

 “It’s not necessarily about 
beating the person next to you, but 
the first time they do beat them, 
to see them smiling ear-to-ear is 
pretty great,” Pratt said.

 New Dolphins Sydney Salmon 
and Cora Hoffman, each 7, said 
their first meet didn’t go so badly. 
“It wasn’t as scary as I thought,” 

said Salmon, who won three 
ribbons. The big crowd and the 
noise made the event “kind of” 
stressful, she said, but also “more 
exciting” than practice.

 Hoffman said she found the 
meet “embarrassing” having so 
many people watching. “But I 
was fine, almost.” She won five 
ribbons.

 Patience Nelson, 6, improved 
by four seconds her time in 
25-meter backstroke and also 
improved her time in the 25-meter 
freestyle. “On my freestyle, I’m 
not so fast. I got faster on my 
backstroke because I’m always 
breathing.”

 Coach Pratt said the team will 
focus its training for the Alaska 
Age Group Champs meet Feb. 26-
28 in Fairbanks. Other upcoming 
meets include Spring Southeast 
Champs in Ketchikan March 31 
and Whitehorse Spring Meet May 
5.

 About  50 area  s tudents 
participate in the club. The 
Dolphins sent 19 swimmers to 
the Winter Southeast Champs 
meet in Juneau in December.   

   

federal requirement during harbor 
expansion construction. Assembly 
members Gregg, Heather Lende 
and Morphet were opposed, 
raising questions including that 
residents who monitor marine 
mammals professionally were not 
aware the job was available.

The borough is not required 
to seek a request for proposals 
for such professional services. 
Ryan explained: “It wasn’t 
an RFP or advertised. We got 
several inquiries from companies 
that specialize in it. And we 
talked to (project engineers) 
PND. They included it in their 
admin. They had proHNS as the 
(subcontractor). ProHNS’ price 
was a lot better than I had gotten 
form some quotes and verbal 
communications from some other 
firms.”  

Lende asked if proHNS had 
done marine mammal monitoring 
previously. Ryan responded, 
“They are going to have to show 
they have demonstrated people 
who have marine mammal 
capabilities. They would have 
to  h i re  someone who has 
experience.”

Also at the meeting, Ryan 
proposed spending $16,000 at 
Mosquito Lake School on a 
heating upgrade that would pay 
for itself in three years. The 
configuration of the mechanical 
system requires the air handlers 
to run continuously, pushing last 
month’s electric bill to $1,800.

Ryan said facilities staff would 
install fin tubes that would allow 
the building to stay warm without 

the air handler running, reducing 
the electric bill an estimated 
$1,000 per month in the winter. 

“The center is there; they are 
using it. We want to try to use it 
more. If we are going to maintain 
this building, I’d like to put some 
cost-saving measures in,” he said.

The assembly asked Ryan 
to bring more details about an 
idea he’s pursuing to reducing 
the municipality’s trash bill by 
shipping waste to the Lower 48 
in a 40-foot container van. If 
the borough could get 25 tons of 
waste in a container, that could 
reduce the borough’s trash bill 
from $39,000 to about $19,000, 
he said. 

 “The idea is that we would 
have our 40-foot container. We 
would fill it up, we would send 
it down,” Ryan said, suggesting 
that the container would be stored 
at the waste water treatment plant 
because it has plenty of space.

Friedenauer made a motion for 
Ryan to move forward with the 
solid waste cost-savings plan.

Member Lende asked for more 
time to decide because she wanted 
to know how long the container 
would take to fill up and what 
neighbors thought of trash being 
hauled through neighborhoods.

“I don’t see this as a really big 
deal,” said sssembly member Ron 
Jackson, “It would be a big bear-
proof box out by the smelliest 
place in town. It’s not going to be 
a big issue.”

R y a n  w i l l  b r i n g  a n 
implementation plan back to the 
assembly.

over the weekend, finished the 
meet by winning a 1,650-meter 
race, 66 lengths in the Haines 
pool, with a time of 25:07. The 
team doesn’t keep records in the 
event for swimmers as young 
as Ricke. Jordan Piper set team 
records in the event in 2005 
(21:31.14 for ages 12 and under) 
and 2007 (20:29 for ages 13 and 
14).

 Making Ricke’s long-distance 
race even more impressive was 
the fact that it came at the end of 
the three-day meet.

Rio Ross-Hirsh, 10, is closing 
in on a 50-meter freestyle record 
of 29.36 for girl swimmers age 10 
and under, set by Anna Szymanski 
in 2001. Ross-Hirsh is ranked 
in the Top 10 statewide for her 
age group in every event she 

Some Dolphins debut, others stalk team records 

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for one and 
two bedroom apartments.

55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

LOBBY from page 1
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Morale high, attitude to supervisors low 

Workers’ survey results mixed   

RECYCLE!

Harbor trail outlined

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord  DRY, Split & Delivered 
$200/cord  Green, Split & Delivered
$600/5-cord load of green logs delivered

The American Bald Eagle Foundation  
is excited to announce the return of the 

Youth Raptor Program

Classes will be 
available for 

students ages 
9-13 and 14-17

This ten week course is designed about Southeast Alaskan 
natural history, raptor anatomy, ecology, behavior, and much more.

Join us for 
orientation on
 Saturday,

February 25th 

from 11am - 12pm 

More information can be 
found online at:

baldeagles.org/education/
youth-raptor-program
Questions? Contact:

sidney@baldeagles.org
Tickets for the 25th Annual

Great Alaska Craft Beer & 
Home Brew Festival

Go on Sale

February    st!
Tickets will sell out - don’t delay!

Purchase online at

seakfair.org
Beerfest is May 26 & 27 at the Fairgrounds!

1

Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery

Opening Week Specials:
Egg, Pancake & Sausage Breakfast -
Egg, Toast & Potato Breakfast -

$7
$5

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Thai 
Food
Served 

Daily

GRAND REOPENING
FEBRUARY 1st

Caroline’s Closet

Monday - Saturday 12-6  •  Closed Sunday  •  766-3223  •  2nd & Main St

25%
Off :

Jedzebel skirts, 
tops & more!

& tons of printed 
leggings & basic
tops to match!

&
Candles

30%
Off :

New 
Jewelry 

this 
week!

Andrea Nelson
First Friday 

February 3rd

5 - 7 
pm

Music • Friends 
Food • Art

Salvation Army
Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

   

By Suzanne Ashe
A recent survey of Haines 

Borough employees found 
workers like their jobs and  
coworkers but are dissatisfied 
with overall compensation and 
critical of management.

The 54-question, online survey 
was filled out by 100 full-time 
and part-time employees, elected 
officials and volunteers. It included 
questions about job satisfaction, 
benefits, retirement, workplace 
flexibility and opportunities for 
professional growth.

Last fall, former borough 
manager Bill Seward contracted 
with Peg Blomme of Blomme 
Quality Consultants of Vienna, 
Va., who was paid $5,000 to write 
the survey and compile its results.

At a Jan. 3 borough assembly 
meeting, borough assessor Dean 
Olsen encouraged elected leaders 
to use the survey as an opportunity 
to hear from rank-and-file 
employees. “Consider the whole 
staff, who isn’t department heads, 
and who really, very seldom get a 
voice here.” 

In an interview last week, 

Olsen said he hadn’t closely read 
survey results, but said he was 
disappointed that responses of 
volunteers were mixed in with 
ones from paid staff.

“That’s going to skew the 
survey. They’re going to tend 
to say that everything’s okay,” 
Olsen said. 

(Volunteers were not asked 
about compensation. Thirty-one 
volunteers completed the survey, 
along with 47 full-time and part-
time employees.)

Olsen also questioned why a 
survey was necessary to gauge 
worker attitudes.

“I was never convinced a survey 
was the answer in terms of getting 
a feel from the staff. The former 
manager felt there was a need for 
getting a feel for the morale of 
the staff. You could get that by 
meeting with people for 10 or 15 
minutes,” Olsen said. 

S u r v e y  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e 
compared to  a  benchmark 
based on averages from surveys 
of  employees  of  20 other 
municipalities in 2016.

Employees were asked to 
respond to positively-phrased 
survey statements on a scale from 
1 to 5, ranging from “strongly 
disagree” to “strongly agree.” 

They gave generally low 
ratings to statements regarding 
compensation and benefits, 
including “I am satisfied with my 
overall compensation,” which 
received a 2.75 rating compared 
to a benchmark rating of 3.05, 
and “I am satisfied with my total 
benefits package,” a rating of 
3.0, compared to a benchmark 
of 3.43. Employees gave a 2.53 
ranking to the statement, “I am 
compensated fairly compared to 
my local market,” compared to a 
2.63 benchmark. 

The survey suggested employee 
morale was fairly high. Borough 
employees rated “I get excited 
about going to work” at 3.58, 

above the 3.48 benchmark and 
ranked at 4.32 the statement “I 
am determined to give my best 
effort at work each day,” with a 
benchmark at 4.43.

“Employees in my organization 
take the initiative to help other 
employees when the need arises,” 
rated 3.84 compared to a 3.74 
benchmark. “I’m inspired to meet 
my goals at work” rated 3.72 (3.85 
benchmark).

Employees ranked at 3.47 their 
support for the statement: “I’m 
proud to tell others I work for 
the Haines Borough.” As that 
question was exclusive to the 
survey here, no benchmark was 
available.

Some of the survey’s lowest 
scores concerned management. 
“Communication between senior 
leaders and employees is good in 
in my organization” ranked 2.92 
compared to a 3.15 benchmark. 
“The quality of Haines Borough 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n 
managers, staff and departments 
keeps me informed of policies and 
procedures affecting my work” 
was rated at 2.96. (No benchmark 
available.)

“Management within my 
organization recognizes strong 
job performance” rating 3.08, 
lower than the benchmark at 
3.28. Another management 
question showed one of the 
broadest gaps between Haines 
and the benchmark ranking. “My 
supervisor and I have a good 
working relationship” was rated 
3.74 by local employees compared 
to the benchmark of 4.14. 

Assembly member Heather 
Lende said at Tuesday’s meeting 
the survey reflected “disparaging 
feelings between the hierarchy 
and lower-wage employees.” 
She wondered if an employee 
handbook would be helpful 
for  set t ing guidel ines  and 
expectations.

Interim borough manager Brad 
Ryan was to present survey results 
at a meeting late Wednesday.

By Natalie Helms
Landscape architects for 

Corvus Design made their first 
recommendation for a Portage 
Cove trail and park Wednesday, 
based on five designs drawn up by 
citizens the previous three days. 

The proposed one-and-a-half-
mile mix of sidewalks, trails and 
paths would extend from Portage 
Cove Campground to Picture 
Point. 

Landscape architect Chris 
Mertl said the route would not 
go through private property but 
his firm would like to hear from 
people who want to be “willing 
partners” in the project. The firm’s 
recommendations currently stay 
on Haines Borough property and 
rights-of-way.

The recommended route 
would follow a new Beach Road 
sidewalk from Portage Cove 
campground west to existing 
sidewalks, straddle the water side 
of the cruise ship parking lot, and 
at Portage Street connect with a 
parallel beach walk leading to an 
uplands park adjacent to the new 
harbor parking lot.

The route from Portage Cove 
includes a parallel beach walk 
starting at a cliffside lookout at 
the campground and leading to 
the cruise ship dock, sidestepping 
a short section of privately owned 
beach east of the dock. 

From Harbor Park, a new 
sidewalk would extend along 
the water side of the harbor 

parking lot, connecting with 
existing harbor sidewalks. A route 
also would lead onto two rubble 
mound breakwaters, possibly 
extending a walkway onto the 
planned metal sea wall.

The route may include a trail 
fronting Roger Schnabel’s Front 
Street property, but otherwise 
would follow new sidewalks north 
to Lutak Road, where a beach trail 
would lead to Picture Point.

The recommendation includes 
“nodes” - widened areas for for 
interpretive elements to “tell a 
special story” to differentiate 
Haines from “any-town USA,” 
Mertl said. “Our waterfronts in 
Southeast really define who we 
are.”

Mertl suggested the community 
think out of the box for interpretive 
elements, saying static signs are 
just the beginning of options to 
highlight unique, or historic, facts 
about Haines and the waterfront.

He also suggested creating 
districts in the townsite, calling 
them a historic district, downtown 
district and waterfront district 
to allow for some continuity in 
signage and message.

Mertl briefly surveyed the 
crowd at Wednesday’s meeting on 
what theme they would prefer for 
the new Harbor Park. By a show of 
hands, a “working waterfront” or 
gathering space structure ranked 
above a Native culture theme 
or Mariner’s Memorial. Others 
thought those themes could be 
combined.

Mertl said this was the firm’s 
“first swing” based on what 
they heard from more than 50 
community members who gave 
their input over two days. “This 
is not written in stone,” he said. “I 
think you’re making wise choices, 
I really do.”

Interim Borough Manager 
Brad Ryan encouraged meeting 
attendees to continue providing 
comments to him, Interim Public 
Facilities Director Shawn Bell 
and Corvus.

Corvus will visit Haines again 
in six to eight weeks with a 
more detailed plan of how the 
new trails, sidewalks and park 
would look and what kind of 
interpretation will be included.

The firm also will put up a 
website early next week with the 
designs, and opportunities for 
more comment.

Bill McCord discusses trail routes Tuesday with landscape de-
signer Erik Jones of Corvus Design. Natalie Helms photo.   
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Richard Jepsen 

Jepsen taught at church farm 

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND ELECTION TO SELL UNDER DEED OF TRUST Trustee’s Sale 
No: 044896-AK � is NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND ELECTION TO SELL is given by CASPER J. 
RANKIN, ESQ., A MEMBER OF THE STATE BAR OF ALASKA, OF ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP, Bar No. 
1506050, as Successor Trustee under that certain Deed of Trust executed by EDWARD A. ALLEN, AN 
UNMARRIED PERSON, as Trustor, to ALASKA USA TITLE AGENCY, LLC, as Trustee, in favor 
of MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC., SOLELY AS NOMINEE FOR 
FLAGSHIP FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, as Bene� ciary, dated 
6/19/2014, recorded 7/1/2014, as Instrument No. 2014-000230-0, in the Haines Recording District, 
State of Alaska.  � e bene� cial interest in the Deed of Trust has been assigned to UNITED SECURITY 
FINANCIAL CORP. and the record owner of the property is purported to be EDWARD A. ALLEN.  
Said Deed of Trust covers real property situated in said Recording District, described as follows: Lot 
1B1, a replat of the North 1/2 of Lot 1A and all of Lot 1B, Block 3 of the Right of Way Dedication 
and Resubdivision of a Fraction of Blocks 3, 4 and 5, PORT CHILKOOT SUBDIVISION, according 
to the o�  cial plat thereof, � led under Plat Number 2011-5, Records of the Haines Recording District, 
� ird Judicial District, State of Alaska. Commonly referred to as: 220 GRUENING DR, HAINES, AK 
99827 A breach of the obligation which said Deed of Trust secures has occurred in that Installment of 
Principal and Interest plus impounds and/or advances which became due on 1/1/2016 plus late charges, 
and all subsequent installments of principal, interest, balloon payments, plus impounds and/or advances 
and late charges that become payable..  By reason thereof, and under the terms of the Note and Deed 
of Trust, the Bene� ciary has declared all sums so secured to be immediately due and payable, together 
with any trustee fees, attorney fees, costs and advances made to protect the security associated with this 
foreclosure.  � e sum owing on the obligation good through 12/23/2016 is $284,218.48 as follows: 

Unpaid Principal Balance: $272,279.75
Interest: $5,065.12
Late Charges:  $371.16
Bene� ciary Advances:  $6,482.07
Foreclosure Fees and Expenses: $28.76
    TOTAL REQUIRED TO PAYOFF:  $284,226.86

If the default has arisen by failure to make payments required by the trust deed, the default may be 
cured and the sale may be terminated if: 1. Payment of the sum in default, other than the principal that 
would not be due if default had not occurred, and attorney and other foreclosure fees and costs actually 
incurred by the bene� ciary and trustee due to the default is made at any time before the sale date 
stated in this notice or to which the sale is postponed; and 2. If Notice of Default has been recorded 
two or more times previously under the same trust deed and the default has been cured the trustee 
does not elect to refuse payment and continue the sale. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to 
demand of the Bene� ciary, the Trustee hereby elects to sell the above described real property to satisfy the 
obligation, together with all accrued interest and all costs and expenses, at public auction, for cash, 
to the highest and best bidder, at the 1ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT: Near the 4th street entrance to the 
Juneau Courthouse, 123 Main Street (4th & Main), Juneau, AK, on 4/10/2017, at 10:00 AM.  Bene� ciary 
will have the right to make an o� set bid at sale without cash. Anyone having an objection to the sale on 
any grounds whatsoever will be a� orded an opportunity to be heard as to those objections if they bring 
a lawsuit to restrain the same. DATED: 12/23/2016 CASPER J. RANKIN, ESQ., A MEMBER OF THE 
STATE BAR OF ALASKA, OF ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP Bar No. 1506050, Trustee Bar No. 1506050 

It’s easy to get help when 
you  are feeling down, or 
someone you know needs 
it most.  It just takes one to 
save a life.
Alaska has one of the 
highest rates of suicide in 
the US. Help prevent it by
calling

This ad sponsored by the Haines 
School District’s Suicide Awareness, 
Prevention & Postvention Grant

Careline 
1-877-

266-HELP 
or text 

“4HELP” 
to 839863.

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date         High      Low      Rain     Snow Day       Date          High     Low    Rain    Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Jan. 23

36         33           0      0 
30        28           0      8.2 
19        18           0      0.5 
20       14            0      0
22        8             0       0 
26       15            0       4.3
34       18          0.37    1.6  

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 31.6 degrees Snow on ground: 45 inchesSnow on ground: 12 inches

31       21        T          T
26       16      0.46      9.2
26        3       0.11      1.5
 6        -6         T          T           
12       -6         0        0
20       12      0.21      5.0
29       19      0.17      3.0

Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Jan. 23

up,” Esposito said. Hernandez 
was born in Burbank, Calif. on 
Dec. 15, 1952. He is survived by 
four siblings in California and 
Oregon. Cards may be sent to 
Fred Hernandez, 313 Beatty St., 
Medford, OR., 97501.

The annual “Tournament of 
the Readers” reading incentive 
contest starts 12:30 p.m. Monday 
in the Haines School library and 
continues daily through March. 
Eleven teams in grades 3-6 are 
competing. Community members 
are welcome to stop by for the 
daily 25-minute rounds.

Haines and Klukwan players 
Jesse McGraw, Andrew Friske, 
Kyle Fossman, Harry Bradley 

and Randy Nutting were named 
all-tournament at Sitka’s 11th 
annual  Mount  Edgecumbe 
I n v i t a t i o n a l  B a s k e t b a l l 
Tournament Jan. 11-14. McGraw, 
Nutting and Friske led Haines 
scorers in the championship 
game of the tournament’s men’s 
37-Plus bracket. The team lost 
to Wrangell, 90-80. Fossman 
scored 49 points against Kake 
in a game in the men’s open 
division. Women and masters’ 
teams also competed. Players 
with local connections included 
Don Nash, David Buss, Charlie 
Spud, Michael Ganey, Reuben 
Loewen, Jeremy Strong and Jeff 
Sharnbroich. 

By Tom Morphet
Richard Jepsen, a longtime math 

teacher and gardener at Covenant 
Life Center, died Thursday at a 
care facility in Kalispell, Mont. 
He was 82 and had been suffering 
from complications of a recent 
stroke.

Jepsen was born to John and 
Elizabeth Jepsen on Jan. 12, 1935 
in Hartford, Conn. He was the 
youngest of four children.

He graduated from Hartford 
High School in 1953. In 1957, he 
graduated from the University of 
Connecticut, with majors in math 
and physical education. 

Jepsen taught high school and 
junior high math and biology in 
Windsor, Conn., for 20 years and 
also coached cross-country.  

In 1977, he and wife Pauline 
moved with their eight children 
to Haines to join the Covenant 
Life Center, which opened the 
previous year near 26 Mile. 

At Covenant Life’s high school 
and college, he taught math. “You 
need to focus. He stressed that 
with his students and they always 
remembered that,” said longtime 
friend Maria Brooks.  

Haines High School social 
studies teacher Lilly Boron was 
one of Jepsen’s students when the 
center’s high school had about 20 
students. “He was steady and had 
a lot of patience. He was a great 

math teacher. I was one of those 
students frequently called to the 
principal’s office for my behavior, 
but he was relatively unflustered.”

Jepsen tended the church farm’s 
entire garden for years and in later 
years took care of the potatoes, 
Brooks said. “When it was garden 
time, that’s what he did. It didn’t 
matter if people helped him. He 
worked alone. He liked it,” she 
said.

Jepsen and his wife moved from 
Haines in 2014 to join family 
members in Montana.

Brooks said it’s understandable 
that Jepsen lived here 37 years 
in relative anonymity. “He was 
very quiet, very humble and very 
caring. Pauline ran the kitchen 

at the farm many years and 
they’d come shopping in town 
on Thursdays. But he wasn’t a 
town person. He loved the farm.”

Jepsen also was a devoted 
baseball and basketball fan, 
following his college alma 
mater’s team through newspaper 
clippings. “He loved UConn. 
He was dedicated to them every 
basketball season. When he 
moved to Montana he was really 
glad he could watch the games 
because he didn’t have a TV 
here,” Brooks said.

In Haines, Jepsen also enjoyed 
taking walks and fishing. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, brother Robert 
Jepsen, son Steven Jepsen, 
daughter Christine Moore, and 
two grandchildren.

Jepsen is survived by his wife, 
Pauline, of 58 years of Kalispell, 
sister Shirley Berner of East 
Hartford, Conn., brother John 
Jepsen of Columbus, Ohio, son 
Richard Jepsen and wife Sarah 
of Delta Junction, daughter Jean 
Kierce of Salem, Ore., sons Ken 
Jepsen and Peter Jepsen and 
daughters Sarah Carbajal and 
Beth Kimble, all of Kalispell, 
and by 18 grandchildren, and five 
great grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held 
2 p.m. Jan. 28 at Hope Church, 
436 Birch Grove, Kalispell.

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

By Tom Morphet
A new program at the 

Haines Sheldon Museum 
aimed at families explores 
the history and culture of the 
Chilkat Valley.

“Saturdays at Sheldon” will 
use stories, songs, snacks, 
guest speakers, collection 
examples and hands-on 
activities to explore topics 
ranging from trade to survival 
kits, eulachon and movie-
making.

The hour-long weekly 
workshops are offered in 
conjunction with two exhibits 
currently up in the museum, 
“Haines 50: Objects of Our 
History” and “White Fang: 
When Hollywood Came to 
Haines.” 

The program begins 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 with “Who 
Are You?” Museum director 
Helen Alten said a talk will 
focus on identity. “It’s about 
the concept of determining 
who you are and what defines 
that – belonging to family or 
clan, a skill that you have or 
an animal that represents your 
personality.”  

Participants will have a 
chance to make a craft that 
represents their identity, such 
as a totem pole in which 
different elements of their 

identity are stacked on top of 
each other. “It’s all about how 
you define yourself and see 
yourself, which is a big part 
of formline art and Tlingit 
culture,” Alten said. A themed 
snack may involve stacking 
treats on a totem pretzel stick.

Other themes will expand 
on exhibits such as Tlingit 
armor, a fossil found at Chilkat 
Pass showing a tectonic link 
between Alaska and Australia, 
and the creation of the City of 
Haines. Valentine’s Day and 
April Fool’s Day also will be 
themes.

Each workshop will start 
with 10 minutes of circle time, 
where participants listen to 
a story and learn new terms, 
ideas and songs. Then there 
will be crafts, activities, snacks 
and movement.

Saturdays at the Sheldon are 
$5 per person, regardless of 
age. This program is designed 
and recommended for families 
with children age 4 to 15 years. 
Children age 7 and younger 
must be accompanied by a 
parent. 

Preregistration is suggested. 
Space is limited and tickets will 
be on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Educator and early 
childhood specialist Diane Sly 
will lead the sessions. 

Museum program offers
‘Saturday at Sheldon’ 

xd
766-2386

For you created my
inmost being; 
you knit me together
in my mother’s womb

Psalms 139: 13

New Hope Fellowship
Church

’ ’
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING 
Inc. has openings and space 
available for 1 or 2 person 
occupancy. Call HAL (907) 766-
3616 and ask for Janice. (20cb) 

OFFICE SPACE AT THE RUSTY 
COMPASS - $825/mo for each 
unit. Unit 1: two rooms, Main St. 
view. Unit 2: Large suite with 
3 rooms. Shared bathroom 
between units. 719-221-5736.  
(1-3b) 

SOCKEYE CYCLE CO IS HIRING 
bicycle guides in Haines for 
the 2017 season - You need to 
be 23 years or older. Call 766-
2869 for more information or 
go to the employment page on 
our website www.cyclealaska.
com. (3b)

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE IN STOCK! 
Safe, Clean, Efficient, WOOD 
HEAT!  With warranty! We also 
stock Thermo-pex tubing and 
parts needed for installation. 

Alaska Native Arts and Foods 
800-766-5406 or 907-303-
0130. (41-17/12b) 

RGA IS HIRING EXPERIENCED 
rafting and kayaking guides for 
2017. Pay starts at $15/hr. Call 
766 3576 for more info. (1cb) 

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc. 
is looking for a professional, 
caring individual who would like 
to join our team as Personal 
Assistant. A part-time, flex 
schedu l ing  is  ava i lable. 
CNAs or PCA w/experience 
in Elder Care are preferred; 
responsible, caring candidates 
are encouraged to contact 
Stephanie Pattison at 766-
3616 to inquire about the 
available positions. (16-51,1cb)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1,300 per month, call 907-
723-1599 or 512-658-8813. 
(36cb)

HAINES COMMUNITY MARCHING 

BAND seeks used sousaphone 
to make a big sound. Call or 
leave message, 766-3775. (cf) 

CVN WILL PAY $100 to anyone 
flying from Juneau to Haines 
on Thursday’s 2:45 flight (any 
week) who can br ing the 
newspapers up with them. 
Call 766-2688. (46cf) 

SMILE !

Un-Classified Ads

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

November 25th 2016 - February 3rd 2017  Flight Schedule
     Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS      Arrive SGY 

    8:30 am
    9:15 am
  11:45 am
    2:50 pm

  9:05 am (M-F only)  
10:25 am
12:20 pm
  3:25 pm

     8:30 am
   11:00 am
     1:30 pm
     2:45 pm

      9:05 am
    11:35 am 
      2:40 pm
      3:15 pm (M-F only)

Depart SGY      Arrive HNS

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup
• UPS contracted carrier
• Haines-based Pilot
  Proud to be part of  the 
  Community of  Haines!

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

    9:15 am   9:30 am   2:25 pm   2:40 pm

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7-days a week!

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

HAINES BOROUGH
POSITION OPENING

Pool Custodian
PT, perm., approx. 14.75 hours 
per week, union optional position. 
Minimum Qualif ications: HS 
Diploma or equiv.  Dependability 
is necessary. Starting wage: $14 
per hr. Get job desc. & required 
borough app. from the Clerk, 103 
S. 3rd Ave, Haines, 766-2231, 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us, or online 
at www.hainesalaska.gov. App. 
deadline: Open until filled. EOE. 
(3b)

Open 7 days a week   766-3340 
Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy

Grab 
an espresso 

on your way!

Friday          27          11:30 am          12:00 pm
Sunday         29          11:30 am          12:00 pm
Monday       30            3:15 pm           4:45 pm
Tuesday       31           11:30 am         12:00 pm
Friday          3            11:30 am         12:00 pm
Sunday          5            11:30 am         12:00 pm       
Monday        6            10:15 am         11:45 am
Tuesday         7           11:30 am         12:00 pm
Friday           10            11:30 am         12:00pm
Sunday        12             11:30 am         12:00 pm
Monday       13             9:15 am         10:45 am
Thursday     16             2:00 pm         No SGY

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrive
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

For update 
info,

call the 
Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

Friday          27            3:00 pm         4:00 pm
Sunday         29            3:00 pm         4:00 pm
Monday       30            9:15 pm        11:15 pm
Tuesday       31            3:00 pm          4:00 pm     
Friday          3             3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday          5            3:00 pm          4:00 pm       
Monday        6            4:15 pm          6:15 pm
Tuesday         7            3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Friday           10            3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Sunday         12           3:00 pm          4:00 pm
Monday       13            3:15 pm         5:15 pm
Thursday     16            No SGY         4:45 pm

Robin Grace LCSW 
Family Therapist

June 29-September sessions in Haines
Book now to reserve appointments.

541-914-4914 • www.robingrace.com

Open 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-4 Sat  • 766-2700

Lutak Lumber

Hardware
The Helpful Hardware Crew!

Serving Haines & Klukwan

YEARS
31C

elebratin

g

Phone:907-314-3242
Email:bjoiner@gci.net

P.O. Box 355    Haines, AK 99827

Bill Joiner, P.E., DEE

Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jo iner  Eng ineer ing

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840






 










(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

 Open Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm 
Sat. 10am to 3pm

We service what we sell.
Shop at home 

766-2437 • 10 Front St. Haines

Mechanic on Duty
STIHL Chainsaws

Outboard Winterizing

Canal Marine & Auto

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION

We have top/gardening soil.

766-2899
General Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Contracting

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Pet of the Week

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

Mon - Fri, 9 - 4
Open all winter

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

so people can contact you.
$15 per square,

per week

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010
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Heavy rain maxes out sewage plant 

SCHOOL from page 1

Help advise the Federal Subsistence Board 
on the management of fi sh and wildlife 

resources on Federal public lands and other 
subsistence issues in your region.

Application Deadline
February 3, 2017

For an application call 
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3880 
or visit www.doi.gov/subsistence

Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Council

POLICE from page 1

LUNCH & DINNER
MONDAY - THURSDAY 11:30 AM - 8 PM           
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30 AM - 9 PM

CLOSED SUNDAY 

766-2442

766-2444

World Tavern Poker
Friday and Saturday 

@ 7 pm & 10 pm
Karaoke
Thursday 
@ 10 pm

WINTER HOURS

 Harbor Bar
NEW HOURS:
Mon - Fri
Open @ 2pm
Sat & Sun

Open @ Noon

`

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

February 3, 4, 5
Elementary & HS Gymnasiums

Haines Triple Threat BASKETBALL

Haines Boys & Girls • Angoon • Juneau Hooptime • Juneau Hooprats

Volunteers Needed - Refs & Scorekeepers

Free Admission • Call Albert 314-3094 for more info

Racers, fans, sponsors, volunteers, 
offi cials, donators and all others:  

Chilkat Snowburners would like to 
THANK YOU 

for helping to make the 
48th Annual Alcan 200 

Snowmachine Road Rally 
a HUGE SUCCESS.  

       See you in 2018!

CHILKAT SNOWBURNERS
 ALCAN 200 ROAD RALLY

GREENS CREEK MINING COMPANY
 

Bringing silver, zinc, lead and gold resources to the world
 

Job Fair – Entry Level Mine Positions
Friday, February 3 and Saturday, February 4, 2017 

3000 Vintage Blvd, Suite 120 – Juneau
1:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. – Come Meet our Hiring Team

 
Want to learn a new career in mining with starting compensation $70,500 to $82,500 annually

and excellent benefi ts?  Looking for applicants for mine training program. 
Heavy equipment operator experience a plus. 

Work location is Admiralty Island.
Resumes are welcome but must be attached to an offi  cial application form. 

 
Hecla Greens Creek is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Applications – Juneau Job Center 10002 Glacier Hwy #100 – Phone (907) 465-4562
Visit our website at www.hecla-mining.com

Check Out recruiting page at http://www.hecla-mining.com/careers
Click on Greens Creek

process. 
The identical meetings will be 

held 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. at 
the Haines School on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1.  

The school board will meet 
with Haines Borough Assembly 
members Feb. 8 to discuss budget 
and other items.

Staffing expenses represent 83 
percent of the district’s budget, 
he said.

In response to the question, 
“What does it take to thrive 
in these challenging times?” 
that Habra posed to the board, 
members said Tuesday  the district 

needs flexibility, innovation, 
perseverance, hope and a positive 
outlook to get through the next 
year.

But Palmieri said the district 
will continue to give students the 
best education possible and meet 
their needs.

Habra said he plans to present 
a developed budget to the board 
for consideration in late March, 
with a final budget presentation 
in late April.

townsite. “It’s a moral quagmire 
we’re under. If somebody asks for 
help, we’re going to help. This is 
what brought me to Alaska. We 
all come together and dance to the 
same song.”

Ambulance service currently 
is funded boroughwide through 
an areawide sales tax. Police 
department funding includes 
revenues from a sales tax charged 
in the townsite.

Stanford, a longtime resident 
of Mosquito Lake Road, said that 
years ago rural residents took care 
of themselves, but that’s changed. 
“There’s a new generation that’s 
moved to Haines and they want 
to be able to pick up 911 and 
call for some kind of support 
and get some kind of reasonable 
response.” 

Stanford stopped short of calling 
for expanding non-emergency 
police service areawide. That 
would be “a long, drawn out 
process,” he said. “I think, at this 
time, we might light a fuse if we 
did.”

Rural residents this week 
expressed reluctance to paying 

for police service. John Shaw, 
who moved from town to 25 Mile 
about 15 years ago, was skeptical 
of the proposal. “We pay enough 
in property taxes as it is. We’ve 
had periods where we’ve only had 
one trooper, and haven’t had any 
big problems arise from it.” 

Shaw also questioned police 
involvement for such things 
as traffic control on highway 
acc iden t s . “Why can’t  the 
ambulance crew direct traffic? 
He’s waving cars by and you have 
somebody raising mayhem in the 
townsite.” 

Shaw said the number of 
calls doesn’t seem to justify 
expanding police service in his 
neighborhood. “Three trips a 
month isn’t too much anyway. It 
would just be an excuse for them 
to drive out the road.”

Mud Bay resident John Svenson 
said police coverage outside 
the townsite may be good for 
health-related emergencies or 
car crashes, but mostly, “I think 
having the trooper is plenty,” he 
said. “This isn’t a real action-
packed town.”

Stanford said the police 
d e p a r t m e n t  m u s t  r e c e i v e 
authorization from the state 
troopers to respond to calls 
outside the townsite.

Stanford said his commission 
penned letters to former borough 
managers Mark Earnest and 
David Sosa – when the trooper 
position was previously vacant 
– asking for assistance to assess 
the situation and possibly consult 
a borough attorney about how to 
proceed. Both managers never 
responded to the letters, he said. 

Bra ins torming for  some 
solution now “seems like it’s 
more applicable because there 
is a real reality that we may not 
have a trooper,” Stanford said. 
“Personally, I think (wildlife 
trooper Trent Chwialkowski) is 
stretched thin.”

 “People out the road should 
really be paying some tax for 
that,” Stanford said. “We’re trying 
to creatively figure out how to 
fund this without creating a huge 
firestorm.”

Last  week’s heavy rains 
swamped the Haines sewer 
treatment plant.

The plant took in 1.1 million 
gallons of wastewater Jan.16, 
compared to 350,000 gallons 
normally, after two days of heavy 
and consistent rain. That led to 
a backup in treatment and an 
overflow of water into holding 
chambers until the plant could 
catch up with the increased load.

Wa t e r  a n d  s e w e r  p l a n t 
supervisor Scott Bradford said 
overflows occur about once or 

twice a year, typically during the 
winter when water can’t percolate 
the frozen ground.

“We divert some of the flow 
into the empty chambers until we 
can run it through,” Bradford said.

L e a k y  m a n h o l e s ,  s o m e 
uncapped sewer services and other 
faults in the sewer system allow 
rain water to infiltrate sewer lines. 
The excess water flows into three 
empty chambers that hold about 
280,000 gallons each.

All the water in the chambers 
also goes through the treatment 

process, Bradford said.
A planned $1.9 million upgrade 

to the sewer plant will include 
large pipes to handle heavy flows. 
The plant will also get a new 
flow meter for more accurate 
measurements of pump volume, 
he said.

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment


