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2017 Year in Review

Merry Christmas! 

Holly Jolly Follies elves did gymnastics and wiggled their pointy ears during 
Saturday’s Christmas show. Kyle Clayton photo. More Follies on back page. 

2017 sees shifting leadership, new beginnings

“
”

We may not agree but we still 
respect each other and our 
opinions. We hope all of us can 
do the same as we move on. 

-Margaret Friedenauer and 
Don Turner 

Hard harbor basin remains 
an issue for contractor
Pacific Pile & Marine retracts second claim 
By Kyle Clayton

The Small Boat Harbor contractor 
responded this week to PND Engineers’ 
rebuff of their claim that the harbor dredge 
basin was harder than described in the 
project’s bid documents. 

Pacific Pile & Marine first notified the 
borough in July of differing site conditions 
in the harbor basin after experiencing 
dredging delays. They estimated additional 
labor and equipment costs at about $1.1 
million. 

In 2013, PND analyzed the dredge basin 
for a geotechnical report that was used to 
determine the project’s expense. 

Pacific Pile & Marine collected samples 
for testing on Aug. 11 from an area in the 
southwest corner of the dredge basin near 
the beach after the contractor dredged the 
bulk of the harbor. Pacific Pile & Marine 
hired geotechnical consulting firm C.W. 
Felice to assess the dredge materials. The 
testing company reported the strength of 
the bulk samples was similar to concrete, 
rather than soil. 

The company wrote in a report that 

the material weighed more than PND 
reported in contract documents and that the 
compression strength of the material was 
“2.5 to 13 times higher” than described in 
the contract documents. 

PND vice-president Dick Somerville 
questioned the use of a pocket penetrometer 
to test the compressive strength of the 
samples, the application of which “is only 
valid for fine-grained soils (silts and clays), 
which the samples obtained by (Pile & 
Marine) are not,” Somerville wrote to 
Pacific Pile & Marine project manager 
Andrew Romine last month.   

Somerville also said the sample size was 
too small to accurately describe the entire 
harbor basin, and he questioned the manner 
in which materials were transported and 
whether or not equipment breakdowns 
unrelated to dredging caused delays.  

In a Dec. 15 letter to PND Engineers 
and the Haines Borough, Romine said 
the sample materials were consistent 
throughout the dredging areas. 

See HARD page 14

By Kyle Clayton
A shakeup in leadership across 

government and business, a group of 
unsatisfied citizens who challenged the 
assembly and how to approach policing 
outside the townsite dominated the news 
this year. 

The first ripples of discontent occurred 
after the assembly rejected Diana Lapham’s 
application to sit on the Ports and Harbor 
Advisory committee. Don Turner and 
Terry Pardee put together a complaint that 
alleged the assembly broke their oath of 
office and violated the former assembly 
member’s constitutional rights by rejecting 
her application. Police chief Heath Scott 
forwarded the complaint to the district 
attorney for consideration of criminal 
charges in February, but no charges were 
filed. 

Two months later, Turner sponsored a 
recall petition against assembly members 
Heather Lende, Tresham Gregg and Tom 
Morphet. Turner and co-sponsor Ryan 
Cook alleged the assembly members 
violated borough code and the state’s Open 
Meetings Act and misused their official 
positions for personal gain. 

Borough clerk Julie Cozzi later certified 
the petitions and the recall organizers 
garnered the necessary 264 signatures to 
initiate the election. The recall ultimately 
failed. Fifty-eight percent of voters chose 
not to recall Gregg and Morphet and 61 
percent of voters chose not to recall Lende. 

In a congenial end to a bitter several 
months, Turner and Margaret Friedenauer, 
treasurer of the political action committee 
“Haines Voters Against the Recall,” 
issued a joint statement after the election. 
“We were on different sides of this issue. 
We may not agree but we still respect 
each other and our opinions. We hope all 
of us can do the same as we move on.”

Events heated up in April when 

controversial decisions hovered over the 
assembly members who were targeted for 
recall. 

One of those decisions was the assembly’s 
hiring of Debra Schnabel over Brad Ryan 
as borough manager. The assembly sought 
staff feedback on the hire, with most 
backing interim manager Ryan for the job. 
Mike Case resigned from the assembly 
after the vote, later citing frustrations with 
assembly members who he said didn’t 
listen to staff. He also called the hire a 
“set-up job.” 

The assembly approved a $55,000 legal 
settlement for former borough manager Bill 

Seward, who was fired at the end of 2016. 
Seward threatened a wrongful termination 
lawsuit against the borough and accused 
a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  o f  c h a r a c t e r 
defamation, racial discrimination and 
violating his constitutional rights. The 
borough attorney recommended the 
assembly settle with Seward, although 
the borough denied that any of Seward’s 
claims were valid.

Also in April, assembly member Morphet 
drew heat from the Local 71 public 
employee union after he released four 
complaints directed at police officers 
during an assembly meeting that month. 
Morphet said the borough wasn’t taking 
the complaints seriously and he mentioned 
the names of officers during that public 
meeting. 

The union responded by filing a grievance 
against the borough, saying Morphet 
breached the officers’ collective bargaining 
agreement. The union requested later that 
the borough censure Morphet and asked 
him to publicly apologize. 

When Morphet made a motion in July to 
censure himself, the union said he didn’t 
take the issue seriously. They later launched 
an attack ad on Facebook that read “Recall 
Tom Morphet.” 

Assembly member Margaret Friedenauer 
resigned at the end of May, citing “vitriol” 
and “bullying” in the local political climate 
which resulted in her loss of desire to lead. 

The assembly appointed former mayor 
Stephanie Scott to fill Case’s empty seat and 
later appointed political newcomer Sean 
Maidy to fill Friedenauer’s seat. Voters 
eventually elected Scott, Maidy along and 
previous borough planning commissioner 
Brenda Josephson to the borough assembly 
in the October election. Voters re-elected 
Jan Hill mayor over challenger Joanie 
Wagner. 

The Haines Borough School board 
terminated superintendent Tony Habra’s 
contract in July. Habra resigned and took 
home $65,916 as part of a settlement 
agreement. The school board initially 
kept quiet about the circumstances of his 
resignation but later released a statement 
that said his “work performance did not 
sufficiently meet the depth or breadth of 
the district’s needs for strong leadership.” 
The board hired Rich Carlson as interim 
superintendent. 

Leslie Ross resigned as tourism director 
in June. The borough hired Carolann 
Wooton to fill the position. 

In business it was also a year of transition. 
The Chamber of Commerce board hired 

Tracey Harmon as its new director.  
Several businesses changed hands. 

See 2017 page 6

By Natalie Helms
Haines High School wrestling coach 

Ben Bard said although his team didn’t 
place in the state competition, the 
athletes represented Haines well.

Jun ior  Kamakana  Kanahe le , 
sophomore Ulric Lehman and freshman 
Wesley Verhamme competed in the 
state wrestling championships on Dec. 
15 and 16 at the Alaska Airlines Center 
in Anchorage.

Verhamme and Lehman were the 
only two underclassmen in their weight 
class at 220 pounds, and both made 
their first appearance at state.

“I did fairly well even though I lost 
both of my matches,” Lehman said. The 
competition was double elimination.

Bard said in his first year in the 
sport, Lehman “got the short end of 
the stick” by having to compete with 
the second and sixth seeded athletes, 
juniors Benjamin Heather from Barrow 
and Elijah Lindley from Bethel. “But to 
wrestle the way he did in his first year 
is pretty cool,” Bard said.

Verhamme, who had some wrestling 
experience from middle school, lost his 
first and third matches.

Bard said he was impressed that 
Verhamme tossed and pinned Dylan 
Larsen from King Cove High School 
in his second match.

“My toughest match was my last 
match. I knew I could have won, I 
didn’t put two plus two together with 
my moves,” Verhamme said. “But I 
fought as hard as I could.”

Young athletes 
wrestle in state
tournament 

See STATE page 5
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Duly Noted 

Letters to the Editor 
       
    Save the Date To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-

2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.

Friday, December 22
	Borough	Offices	and	Buildings	Closed	

through Monday, Dec. 25 for the holidays.
Christmas Caroling at the Presbyterian 

Church, 5:30 p.m. Everyone welcome!
Despicable Me 3 movie showing, 2 

p.m. and 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. $10 
admission, fundraiser for the Glacier Bears 
basketball team.

Free Swim, 4-7 p.m. at the Haines Borough 
Pool.
Saturday, December 23

Haines Sportsman’s Association 
Christmas Turkey Shoot, 9 a.m. at the Mud 
Bay gun range.

Christmas Caroling at the Presbyterian 
Church, 5:30 p.m. Everyone welcome!
Sunday, December 24

Haines Borough Pool closed through 
Friday, Dec. 29.

Haines Presbyterian Church, Christmas 
Services, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 7:30 p.m.  
Caroling, 8 p.m. Mass.

St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal 
Church, 8:30 p.m. Caroling and Holy 
Communion in the Chilkat Center Lobby.
Monday, December 25

Sacred Heart  Cathol ic  Church 
Christmas Mass, 9 a.m.

St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal 
Church Holy Communion, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, December 27

Code Review Commission, 6 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Thursday, December 28

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee, 
10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
Sunday, December 31

Casino Night: the Mad Hatter’s 
Masquerade, 9 p.m.-12:30 a.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Hosted by Haines Chamber 

of Commerce. Tickets are $25 and include 
$400 in chips and a mask.
Monday, January 1
Borough	Offices	and	Buildings	Closed.
Polar Bear Swim, 10 a.m. at Port Chilkoot 

Dock. Wear Sandals.
Wednesday, January 3

First day back at Haines School.
Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 11 

a.m. in assembly chambers.
Planning Commission workshop, 6:30 

p.m. in assembly chambers to discuss 
resource extraction.
Thursday, January 4

Assembly Finance Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers. Continued discussion 
of sales tax collection.
Friday, January 5

Haines  Chamber of  Commerce 
Luncheon, noon at the Bamboo Room. Guest 
speaker is Craig Dahl, executive director of 
the Juneau Chamber of Commerce.

Haines  Economic  Deve lopment 
Corporation board meeting, 3 p.m. in the 
board room across from the Chamber of 
commerce office on Main Street.
Tuesday, January 9

Haines borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.

Haines Borough School Board meeting, 
6 p.m. in the school library.
Wednesday, January 10

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the library.
Thursday, January 11

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.
Friday, January 12

Haines High School Basketball v. 
Metlakatla, time TBA in Karl Ward Gym. 
Continues Saturday, Jan. 13.
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Members of the Redneck Robo Hobos of Haines just returned from 
the first appearance of a Haines team at the Juneau Jamboree since 
2011. This program is great for STEM learning and promoting core 
values that build teamwork and bring great ideas into the light. We’d 
like to express gratitude for support from the following people: David 
Foster for building the official practice table; the Juneau Economic 
Development Council for a grant to Haines that paid for our LEGO 
League registration, a new EV3 controller and component kit, and this 
year’s mat and models; the Haines Borough School District for paying 
for our transportation to Juneau; all the parents who supported us by 
encouraging attendance at workshops even on Saturday and cheered 
us on in Juneau; Haines Woman’s Club for giving us space to sell raffle 
tickets to pay for our team shirts; Melissa Ganey at 907 Clothing for 
ordering our t-shirts and Spenser Johnson of the Aurora Project in 
Juneau for adjusting our design and printing them; Natasha, Gary, and 
Molly of HBSD staff for participating in our problem-solving project; 
St. Paul’s Catholic Church in Juneau for overnight accommodation; 
and the Skagway team, parents and coaches for encouraging us and 
offering tips for next year. We look forward to recruiting some more 
adults to get our team(s) off to a good start next September! 

          Patty Brown, Coach of R2H2 

Haines Assisted Living would like to thank all the groups that came 
into our facility to “Spread Christmas Cheer!” Over the past few weeks, 
our residents and staff were blessed by the gift of your time and talents 
that you shared with us. 

An enormous thank you goes out to: The Chilkat Valley Baptist 
Church, Haines Kindergarten and fourth-grade classes, Haines High 
School Choir, Girl Scout Troup 4101, the Christmas caroling group, 
and the Salvation Army Kids Group.

Each group has brightened the lives of our seniors and we at Haines 
Assisted Living, Inc. appreciate each of you. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Stephanie Pattison, Nurse Administrator for Haines Assisted Living 

Dear Santa,

Is there any chance you could come by our little town in Alaska and 
get the school to open the gym during Christmas break so people can 
have healthy activities to do?  As it is, the school closes for about three 
weeks. Our only chance to use a gym to shoot a basketball or kick a 
ball or just run around and play is nixed.  I’m not sure why they are so 
cold-hearted about it; you would think the school would be looking for 
things that made life better here as 14 of their students are leaving the 
school system this season and the school needs students to get money 
to pay for stuff, but apparently not. The truth is, the people who run 
the school don’t seem to care and want to keep opening the gym for 
regular people at the absolute minimum so their lives are easier, at least 
that is how it seems. I mean c’mon, opening the door isn’t that hard, 
like laying cement or logging. Maybe you could put some Christmasy 
spirit in the people with the keys. 

                Thank you, Santa. 
                                        Joe Parnell

By Marley Horner 
Almost 100 people came to a 

homecoming reception for artist 
Tia Heywood’s exhibition at the 
Sheldon Museum. The exhibit 
was Heywood’s senior show at 
Brown University, so the pieces 
made the 4,000-mile journey 
home with her. Tia said because 
the pieces themselves are about 
her home and family, being able 
to present the show in the place 
that inspired her made it extra 
special. She said she’s excited to 
see more of her family as they 
arrive this week. The show will 
continue at the museum until the 
end of January. 

 Paul Wheeler said on sunny 
days the solar panels at the back 
of his Main Street brewery are 
generating more electricity than 
the brewery uses. One of the 
days was Friday, Dec. 1, when 
electricity from the sun also 
powered the lighting of the town’s 
Christmas tree during First Friday 
celebration activities. 

 Tom Ganner’s photo of 
Letnikof Cove on a brilliant, 
summer day made the cover of 
Caselle’s company calendar. The 
company makes the borough’s 
accounting software. Borough 
fiscal officer Jila Stuart said the 
company gave the borough a $250 
credit toward maintenance fees for 
helping provide the photo. “They 
like to have photos from all their 
communities in the calendar.” 
Ganner donated use of the shot.

 Doris Peck is back from a 
month-long trip to San Diego to 
visit lifetime friend Betty Eden. 
Doris and Betty attended the same 
Memphis preschool in 1934. Her 
trip included attending church, 
sharing Thanksgiving dinner 
with the Eden family, and sharing 
luncheons with friends she has 
made there over the past 25 years. 
We had turkey three or four times 

in there,” Peck said. 
 Ron and Jacque Horn have 

returned from a trip to Lander, 
Wyo., where they welcomed 
grandson Benjamin Wilder 
Horn. Born Nov. 4, Benjamin 
is the son of Ron and Jacque’s 
firstborn, Evan Horn, and wife 
Anna. Evan’s sister and midwife 
Heather Parr of Seattle, made 
the trip to Wyoming to help with 
the delivery. The family shared 
Thanksgiving together. Evan 
is an instructor at the National 
Outdoor Leadership School, 
a major employer in Lander. 
Jacque said the town, at 5,300 
feet elevation, already has snow 
and resembles their hometown of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 It was standing room only at 
the Chilkat Center main stage 
last Saturday for the Holly Jolly 
Christmas Follies. Co-directed 
by Holly Davis and Jacque 
Horn, fourteen acts brought 
smiles, laughter and Christmas 
cheer to all in attendance. A cameo 
appearance by Mike Howard as 
Santa Claus opened the annual 
variety show. Davis said favorite 
acts included Santa’s elves having 
a gymnastic party at the North Pole 
and the doe-eyed preschool ballet 
class, which melted everybody’s 
hearts.

 The Haines School winter 
concert enjoyed full audiences 
this year at its Fort Seward venue. 
“Being able to have the concert 
at the Chilkat Center is such a 
blessing,” said music teacher 
Matt Davis. The acoustics, 
lighting and ease of logistics 
at the Chilkat Center all made 
the holiday concert fun and run 
smoothly. The percussionists also 
benefitted from Skagway loaning 
a set of concert tubular chimes for 
the event.

 After directing the annual 
high school Christmas concert 

and documenting the Holly Jolly 
Follies, Davis is now in Chicago 
attending the world’s largest 
instrumental music education 
conference; the Midwest Clinic 
International Band and Orchestra 
Conference. With over 17,000 
attendees, the conference holds 
workshops, clinic, concerts and 
collaborative opportunities for 
music educators. Before the 
conference Tuesday, Matt visited 
the Museum of Science and 
Industry in downtown Chicago.

 Glen, Alison and  Libby 
Jacobson are back from Nepal 
after an 18-day trek through the 
Himalayas. Libby attends Cal 
Poly Institute and has been on 
exchange in Nepal this semester. 
Her journey culminated with 

In the Dec. 14 edition of the CVN, the lead story about Native 
art incorrectly labeled the name of the forum “Art is Our Voice.” 
The correct name of the forum was “Our Art is Our Voice.” We 
apologize for the error. 

Correction

Thanks for helping STEM click 

Thanks for all the Christmas cheer

All I want for Christmas is open gym 

See DULY page 4
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Join us on New Year’s Eve for our 
3rd Annual Casino Night 

9pm-12:30am at the Chilkat Center
‘Split the Pot’ Raffle - Black Jack - 
Poker - Craps - Roulette - Dancing

Tickets are $25
 includes admission, mask, 

and $400 in chips
Email director.haineschamber@gmail.com 

or call 766-2202 to reserve your tickets!

Mad Hatter’s Masquerade

Sponsored by the Haines Chamber of Commerce

Merry Christmas!

Christmas Special: 
Saturday, Dec. 23rd

Talia’s Treasures 

We will be open from 
11am - 5pm, with door 

prizes at 4pm* 
(get a ticket with 
ever y purchase)

*Must be present 
to win!

Tasting Room Hours
Wed-Sat   4-8pm

Open through the holidays!

January First Friday
1/5   5-8 pm

Jojo Goerner’s crochet work

Pop-Up Pretzel Table
Friday, 12/29, 5-7 p.m. 
at the Haines Brewing Co.

To place special orders for pick-up, email 
josiesbread@yahoo.com or call 766-3739.

Special Holiday Store Deliveries
Saturdays, Dec. 23rd & 30th!

Celebrate the holidays 
with a freshly baked 
pretzel and specialty 

beer-cheese sauce before 
committing  to your 

New Year’s resolutions!

~ Winter Class Line-up ~
 - Introductory Classes
 - Ladies Only Classes
 - Boxing Classes
 - Spin Classes
 - Yoga

Check out the seperate men’s and women’s saunas. 

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

Great 
Christmas 

Gifts!

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate
Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associate

Happy Holidays & 
Best wishes for a 

great 2018!
Stop by to get your large wall calendar, while supplies last!

Haines 
Senior Village
Accepting applications for 

future openings for 
one and two bedroom 

apartments.

55 years /+ eligible 

Call
766-3199

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

By Natalie Helms
The Haines Borough Planning 

Commission can’t come to a 
consensus on how resource 
extraction should be defined in 
code, pushing discussions to at 
least February after months of 
debate.

“It’s in the borough’s interest 
to have these definitions and 
the code to be as airtight as 
possible,” said commission chair 
Rob Goldberg. 

At a Dec. 14 meeting, Goldberg 
presented a list of hypothetical 
situations dealing with tree cutting 
and earthwork that could become 
reality in the borough. He wanted 
commissioners to review each 
scenario and answer yes or no 
to the question: Is it resource 
extraction? One example reads: 
“A property owner clears a spot 
for a garage and sells three large 
logs to local woodworkers.” 

Goldberg said he thought the 
survey would help the group get 
closer to nailing down a definition 
and answer the questions, “Does it 
matter if it’s commercial or non-
commercial? Does the amount of 
material matter? Does the size of 
the lot matter? Does the type of 
material removed matter?”

The group only got through 
a few items on the list before 
commissioner Jeremy Stephens 
suggested the discussion be 
moved to a Jan. 3 workshop.

B u t  a  q u i c k  p o l l  o f 
commissioners, solicited by 
newly appointed member Kristin 
Hathhorn, revealed the group’s 
differing opinions.

The commiss ion  main ly 
discussed three definitions. The 

Talks linger on resource extraction
first is already in code, which 
states the removal of material 
from a property is only considered 
resource extraction if the material 
is removed for commercial 
purposes.

The second working definition 
was suggested by Stephens and 
focuses on intent, or “primary and 
secondary land use.” Removal 
of material is only considered 
resource extraction if it is the 
primary use of a property.

“If the removal of a naturally 
occurring material is the result of a 
primary land use, such as property 
development, the removal of the 
naturally occurring material is 
a secondary land use and is not 
considered resource extraction.”

Goldberg’s definition includes 
exact board feet or cubic yardage. 
Any material exceeding the 
amount listed, like 500 cubic 
yards per lot per year or 40,000 
board feet (16 logging truck 
loads) per lot per year, would be 
considered resource extraction.

Commissioner Larry Geise 
said he preferred Stephens’ 
definition. He said enforcement 
of Goldberg’s definition would 
become “a complicated mess.”

Newly appointed commissioner 
Sylvia Heinz said if the definition 
addresses uses for the materials 
- for commercial purposes or 
noncommercial - it doesn’t cover 
the impact resource extraction 
will have. 

Stephens said his experience 
trying to enforce specifications led 
him to write his definition.

“If we put a hard number in 
there, there’s no way it’s going 
to fit every situation,” Stephens 

said. “It’s easier to adapt to every 
situation if you have the flexibility 
to adapt.”

Donnie Turner said he didn’t 
like the vagueness of Stephen’s 
definition.

“Whether it’s someone’s intent 
or primary or secondary use… it’s 
so hard to define and it’s such a 
personal judgment,” Turner said. 
“I like the hard numbers.”

Hathhorn said she also wanted to 
stay away from the philosophical 
by keeping the definition simple 
with as few loopholes as possible. 
She said she wanted to protect 
the rights of people living in 
residential zones and thought the 
numbers in Goldberg’s definition 
were too high.

Commissioner Lee Heinmiller 
said staff could help determine 
the need for issuing conditional 
use permits.

 “I agree that to try to come 
up with something succinct that 
we can deal with would be the 
most logical approach in the long 
run,” said commissioner Lee 
Heinmiller.

Goldberg said he is not attached 
to his or Stephens’ definitions, 
but would like to come up 
with something that is “hard to 
circumvent and easy to enforce.”

The planning commission will 
meet again for a workshop Jan. 3 
to discuss the list, and will hold a 
third public hearing at a meeting 
on Feb. 8.

Assembly supports 
cocktails in letter to state

Liam Morris and Alexis Burton get some quality Santa time. 
Natalie Helms photo. 

By Kyle Clayton
T h e  H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 

Assembly  i s  suppor t ing 
distilleries’ rights to serve 
cocktails.

T h e  a s s e m b l y  v o t e d 
unanimously last week to send 
a letter supporting “the previous 
understanding of state law by 
Port Chilkoot Distillery that 
allows distilleries to serve their 
distilled spirits mixed with non-
alcoholic ingredients as spirits 
are normally consumed.”

The action comes after the 
beverage control board voted 
in September to uphold board 
director Erika McConnell’s 

instructions to enforcement 
investigators that “the service 
and or sale of mixed drinks/
cocktails must cease as it is not 
permitted by statute.”

McConnell and the majority 
of the board reinterpreted part 
of the statute, and said juices 
and other mixers don’t qualify 
as a “distillery’s product.” The 
group is set to vote on a change 
in the definition next month.  

Assembly member Tom 
Morphet said at last Tuesday’s 
meeting that the Port Chilkoot 
Distillery put Haines “on 

See LETTER page 14

  Happy Winter 
Holidays
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Shop locally, 
support your 

friends 
& neighbors!

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 

from everyone at 
Howsers IGA

      Have a Safe 
and Happy Holiday!

Closed Xmas Day
Closing @ 6 pm Xmas Eve

call 766-2470
5th & Union Street

Nov. 22 - Dec. 24
at Howsers IGA

10 am - 6 pm
(partial shifts available)

Just 2 hours of ringing 
can help us feed 10 kids!

Salvation Army
Bell Ringing
  Volunteers
           Needed

Help support 
your 

community

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

             Acupuncture  
                           & 
      Oriental Medicine

  Mon - Tues  766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc 

By Heather Lende
Family  and f r iends  wi l l 

celebrate Gates Haddock’s life 
on what would have been his 
50th birthday, New Year’s Eve, at 
2 p.m. at the American Legion, 
followed by a potluck. “He could 
not eat for 15 months because 
of his cancer treatments, and he 
so enjoyed potlucks,” wife and 
devoted caregiver Susan Haddock 
said. Gates died Dec. 10 at Bartlett 
hospital in Juneau of a pulmonary 
aneurysm, as a result of cancer 
treatments.

Dec. 31 was also the couple’s 
wedding anniversary. They were 
married at the Haines Presbyterian 
Church on New Year’s Eve 1999. 
“That way he’d never forget,” 
Susan said.

Gates Haddock was born Dec. 
31, 1967 in Irving, Texas to 
Alvi Morris Haddock and Judith 
Elizabeth Krug. His father was in 
the Coast Guard. He grew up in 
Racine, Wis., where he attended 
trade school in carpentry, roofing, 
and concrete work. In 1995 he and 
his stepfather, Dave McDermaid, 
drove a tow truck to Alaska. 
They got off the ferry in Haines, 
planning to head north for work, 
and were smitten. “Haines fit 
Gates,” who was an outdoorsman 
that valued independence and 
wide-open spaces, Susan said. 
The rest of his family followed. 

He f ished commercial ly, 
worked at the Motorcycle Shop 
and for contractors both locally 
and out of town. He liked to hunt, 
fish, shoot and reload, and cut 
firewood. 

“Gates was a go-getter,” Haines 
Uglys club “brother” Dave Routh 
said, and a “big strong guy.” He 
was a founding member of the 
club and two-term president. 

Haddock was Uglys founder and family man
Routh credited Gates with helping 
to moving the Uglys toward 
community service, first as 
security for the Southeast Alaska 
State Fair, then fundraising for 
scholarships and helping residents 
in need. He built the barbecue grill 
for the Uglys’ fair booth. “When 
some of us wanted to quit the 
booth he said ‘no way.’ He loved 
that stuff, and Gifts for Grubs at 
Christmas, he loved doing it all. 
He was a great guy. You wanted 
to be like him.”

Gates was diagnosed with 
lymphoma when his now teenage 
daughters were babies and Susan’s 
other daughter was in grade 
school. “Gates was my partner 
in all things, and it was a gift to 
raise children with him. Due to 
his illness he got to have a lot of 
time with his kids. He brought us 
all joy, and in a household full of 
estrogen, some balance,” she said.

He spent the last four years 
working to make the family’s 
summer cabin at Mosquito Lake 
into a full-time home. “This was 
his dream,” she said. “He didn’t 
want to leave us with this until 
we knew what to do. He was so 
patient, he taught us how to use 
power tools and cut firewood. 
He’d stand in the yard with his 
IV pole and direct us,” Susan said.

In addition to Susan, and 
daughters Marissa and Miranda 
Haddock and Cami Fullerton, 
h e  l e a v e s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r 
Jenessa McCall, mother Judith 

McDermaid, and siblings Jackie 
Swift, Alex Haddock, Stephan 
Brower, Mercedes Hansen, David 
McDermaid, and Jae Lampkins, 
as well as numerous nieces and 

nephews and his black Lab Max.
Donations will be gratefully 

accepted by the Haddock family at 
the First National Bank of Alaska, 
Haines branch. 

Haddock	liked	to	hunt,	fish	and	cut	firewood.	He	valued	wide-
open spaces. Photo courtesy of the Haddock family. 

meeting up with her family to 
do the hike through some of the 
tallest mountains in the world. 
Glen and Alison met their other 
daughter,  Anna Jacobson, 
in Vancouver, B.C. and they 
flew together to meet Libby in 
Kathmandu. There the parents 
and two daughters followed the 
“Annapurna circuit.” The trail 
winds along the massif, taking 
the trekkers along ancient trade 
routes through many different 
climatic and agricultural zones. 
The Jacobsons said they were 
impressed with the resiliency and 
friendliness of the locals who, 
despite the 140 languages in the 
region, mainly use English as the 
default form of communication. It 
is customary for travelers to greet 
each other along the trail, and the 
locals took advantage of being 
able to practice their English with 
native speakers. 

The trail starts at 15,000 feet 
and goes through two river 
valleys. At its highest pass the 
elevation is almost to 18,000 feet. 
The immensity of the mountains 
and the grounded nature of the 
locals kept them very present 
and aware every step of the way, 
especially at the higher elevations. 

DULY from page 2
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Archive news from 50, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

Soups and sandwiches daily
Fine teas � Raven’s Brew co� ee 

Free Wi-Fi

Bringing Haines:
Sponsored by

Open 
Mon. - Sat. 7am-3pm

Closed Sunday
Open this fall and winter!

Cookies
Repair & Remodel

Call  303-0186 
Also fi nd us on facebook

Ryan Cook- Owner
License #128004

Box 963 Haines, AK 99827

 Insured and bonded

 Residential Remodels

 Fiberglass work above 
waterline
No job too small for 

Cookies R&R

`

Harbor Bar
The Lighthouse Restaurant and 

Harbor Bar & Liquor Store will be 
closed for the winter. Thank you to all 
of our customers for the patronage.

       Lots of
   Great
     Gift
    Ideas

&
Book online at

www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 
• 766-3800 

• 800-354-2479

 Depart HNS       Arrive JNU         Depart JNU       Arrive HNS        
9:15 am

11:45 am
2:35 pm

10:25 am
12:20 pm
3:10 pm

8:30 am
11:00 am
1:15 pm

9:05 am
11:35 am
2:25 pm

Call 766-3800 or 800-354-2479 for Skagway fl ight information.

• Business freight
  delivery/pickup

• UPS contracted carrier

• IFR Certifi ed in 
Caravan and Chieftain

• Courtesy Van Service
• Early Morning Service 

7 days a week!

via SGY

via SGY

Proud to be part of  the 
Community of  Haines!

Winter	Flight	Schedule	Nov.	24,	2017	-	Feb.	2,	2018

For update 
info,

call the 
Terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE

SOUTHBOUND

NORTHBOUND
Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday

22
24
25
26
29
31

11:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am 
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

12:00 pm
12:00 pm

1:15 pm 
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
12:00 pm

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday

22
24
25
26
29
31

3:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:45 pm 
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
3:00 pm

4:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:45 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky Roasters

Sponsored by

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
LECONTE
LECONTE

Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

LECONTE
LECONTE
COLUMBIA
LECONTE
LECONTE
LECONTE

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Grab an espresso 

on your way!

STATE from page 1
Kanahele was in his second 

stint at state and had the same 
record as Verhamme in the 
195-pound weight class.

“The first match he had was 
an opponent from Sitka he’d 
beaten all year,” Bard said. 
“He was expecting an easy win 
and the kid ended up surprising 
him.”

Kanahele  sa id  he  was 
disappointed in himself and 
knew he tired himself out 
before the match.

“I could tell I was sloppy with 
some of my shots,” Kanahele 
said. “I lost to him because I 
made some bad choices. For 
the second match, I ate less and 
thought about what I was going 
to do differently.”

Kanahele said he was very 
proud of the whole team for 
making it to state.

Bard said the team can build 
on confidence from the state 
competition and use it as a 
motivational tool next year. 
He said he is encouraging the 
team to keep their technique 
and overall health up during 
the off-season by eating right 
and working out. 

“State is a whole different 
ball game and you have to 
bring up a different level of 
intensity than you’re used to,” 
Bard said. 

Bard said he enjoyed his first 
year of coaching and is excited 
going forward to build the 
program. He said next year he’s 
going to focus on recruiting 
and retaining members, but 
the three team members he 
had this year “did a great job 
representing their community.”

“They’re really upstanding 
guys and I think that’s a lot 
more important than the wins 
and the losses,” Bard said.

By Tom Morphet
Hoops fans will get their first 

look at the Glacier Bear basketball 
squads at a home opener series 
against Metlakatla starting Jan. 
15.

Last weekend, the Haines High 
School boys’ basketball team 
made quick work of the Craig 
Panthers in a division-play opener 
series, showing promise for an 
exciting season. The girls’ squad 
lost two games, but displayed 
teamwork and aptitude for new 
skills that bodes well for the 
young squad. 

 The boys beat Craig 93-55 
Friday and 69-61 Saturday with a 
broad scoring attack. Five Haines 
players netted between 15 and 
25 points each. And the team 
played without sophomore Kirby 
Faverty, also an offensive threat.

 “There’s some great shooters 
and an element of ball-handling 
we haven’t had in a long, long 
time,” said coach Steve Fossman 
“The balance of scoring is pretty 
exciting. We have four guys any 
one of which might be the top 
scorer in a game.”

That kind of offense is hard to 
defend against and fun to watch, 
Fossman said. 

Two freshmen – Carson Crager 
and Mark Davis – were key in 
Friday’s game. Crager led Glacier 
Bear scoring with 25 points, using 
a range of shots. Point guard 
Davis, with 15 points, played 
a critical role, guarding Drew 
Marker, Craig’s leading scorer, 
and dishing the ball to teammates.

With a great view of the court, 
Davis’ passing played a big role 
in last weekend’s victories. “He’s 

Glacier Bears 
trounce Craig 

See BALL page 11

Dec. 23 1966
Haines area entertainers set a 

precedent when they performed 
two weeks ago at the Juneau Rotary 
Club’s Annual Variety Show in 
Juneau. The Chilkat Dancers and 
Charleston “Coquettes” were the 
first outside groups to perform in 
the Juneau show. 

 Don  Dickey,  mas te r  o f 
ceremonies, presented the Chilkat 
Dancers as the opening and 
closing numbers. The “Coquettes” 
opened the second half of the 
show following intermission 
with their Charleston routine and 
“Charlie, My Boy.” 

 As a special feature, Dodie 
Shayen treated the audience to her 
famous “Bill Bailey,” and brought 
the house down by throwing in, 
“Won’t you come home, Don 
Dickey?”

Dec. 17, 1992
The Ten Mile Steakhouse has 

once again changed hands, but 
don’t expect to dine there soon. 

A bid on the 44-acre property 
owned by Klukwan, Inc. was 
awarded this week to Hank 
Jacquot of Haines. Klukwan 
attorney Tom Blanton said there 

were two other bidders on the 
property but declined to give other 
details. 

 “He bought it strictly for 
investment purposes. He doesn’t 
plan on opening anything. At 
least not right now, anyway,” said 
Jacquot’s wife, Edith. 

 Since its heyday as the Club 
White Swan in the 1960s, the 
restaurant at the bend in the 
road gradually has languished 
and fallen into disrepair. “When 
we left, the kitchen was kind of 
leaning to one side,” said Cheryl 
Lowden, who last closed the doors 
on the highway bar and dining 
room in June 1989. 

Dec. 20, 2007
A national land trust has 

purchased the 160-acre Cox 
homestead property in the upper 
Chilkoot Valley for donation to 
the Alaska Bald Eagle Preserve.

 The northernmost private 
land in the narrow valley, the 
property abuts the eagle preserve 
and straddles the headwaters of 
Chilkoot Lake. Its advertised 
sale during the summer prompted 
environmentalists to seek a 
prohibition on future subdivision 
of properties there. 

 P lann ing  commiss ioner 
Kathleen Menke, who supported 
the prohibition, this week said 
she was excited by the purchase 
she called “a huge step” toward 
protecting resources valuable to 
the community. 

The Ten Mile Steakhouse in 1992.
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Jon

Diana

Sarah

Zack

Carrie

Alisha

Erika

Jayme

Our staff is working 
together to deliver 

for you!

The Haines Alaska Seaplanes 
team sends our best wishes 
for the holiday season and 

sincerely thanks you for your 
business in 2017. We look 

forward to a completed airport 
project and an improved 
terminal facility in 2018!

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

Proud to be part of  the Community of  Haines!

We will be closing at 4 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve and closed all day on Christmas.

Chris Thorgensen, who said he 
doesn’t like “‘For Sale’ signs 
going up unchecked,” purchased 
the Haisler Building and The Parts 
Place. Thorgensen’s brothers-
in- laws Lee Robinson and Kent 
Larson bought the Rusty Compass 
and the hot tub manufacturer Zen 
Bathworks, respectively. Kyle 
Clayton purchased the Chilkat 
Valley News from previous owner 
Tom Morphet. Darcee Messano 
bought The Babbling Book from 
Tom and Liz Heywood. 

Emi ly  S tephens  opened 
Blossom, a new floral shop on 
Main Street. Scott and Valina 
Hansen started Sunnyside Farms, 
offering potatoes and strawberries. 
After difficulty using Uber in a 
rural area, Suzanne Ashe started a 
one-woman taxi company called 
Red Cab. Leslie Ross opened 
The Inn, a bed and breakfast on 
Second Avenue. 

Five Haines residents applied 
for marijuana cultivation and 
retail business licenses with the 
state. The applications are still 
pending. 

Path to Prosperity, a regional 
business competition, selected 
Haines business owners, Sara 
Jaymont of Sara J’s Espresso Shop 
and Andrew Cardella and Marnie 
Hartman of Perma Food-Scaping, 
as finalists. 

The popular winter sports 
competition Free Ride World 
Tour, which brought international 
athletes to compete in Haines, was 
cancelled for 2018 due to a lack 
of sponsorship. Haines is the most 
expensive stop on its worldwide 
tour, organizers said.

The assembly unanimously 
approved a $17.8 million budget, 
including funding $95,000 for 
a local economic development 
corporation, hiring a fifth police 

officer and covering increased 
costs of staff health insurance. 
T h e  b u d g e t  i n c l u d e d  a n 
additional $17,000 to open the 
pool for a swim each Sunday 
afternoon, November through 
April.

The assembly also approved 
amendments including $32,000 
to fund non-profits, a $10,000 
increase to the library budget 
and $5,000 for the scrap metal 
recycling program.

The assembly cut $22,500 in 
lobbying services. It also slashed 
the mayor’s salary in half (by 
$7,799) to align more closely 
with other Southeast towns with 
a manager form of government.

This year saw individuals and 
sports teams win accolades. 

Haines School staffer Leigh 
Horner won Alaska’s 2017 School 
Library Staff of the Year award. 

The Haines Packing men’s 
basketball team won the Dick 
Hotch Basketball Tournament 
and went on to take first place 
in the Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament in Juneau. The 
Haines women’s team, along 
with a Klukwan team, also won 
in their divisions. 

C h r i s  B r o o k s  a n d  J a c k 
Smith placed first and second, 
respectively, in the Alcan 200. 
Long stretches of dry asphalt 
took a toll on snowmachines and 
racers. 

Haines Dolphins swimmers 
Pacific Ricke and Rio Ross- 
Hirsh set new team records in the 
500-meter freestyle and 50-meter 
butterfly, respectively. 

Freshman  c ross -coun t ry 
r u n n e r s  M a r k  D a v i s  a n d 
c l a s s m a t e  C a r s o n  C r a g e r 
improved their best times by a 
few seconds each at the state 
meet in October. 

Heather Lende and Lani Hotch 
received two statewide awards 
from Governor’s Awards for the 
Arts and Humanities.

Former American Bald Eagle 
Foundation raptor curator Leia 
Minch was the first in Alaska and 
one of 68 people in the world to 
become a certified professional 
bird trainer. 

The  Smal l  Boa t  Harbor 
con t inued  to  make  news . 
Contractors broke ground on 
the parking area in March. 
Pacific Pile & Marine also began 
dredging operations but the 
work stalled. The contractor 
later sent a notice of differing 
site conditions to the borough. 
The company said the harbor 
basin was harder than contract 
documents described and asked 
for $1.1 million to compensate 
for increased labor time and 
equipment wear. The claim 
initiated a back and forth with 
engineering company PND 
Engineers and the borough, 
which hasn’t been resolved. 

“Is it going to cost money? 
Yes,” borough manager Debra 
S c h n a b e l  s a i d  d u r i n g  a n 
assembly discussion on the issue. 
“It’s going to cost money but I 
think we are still going to see the 
harbor completed as designed.”

A n o t h e r  p r o j e c t  t h a t ’s 
g o i n g  t o  c o s t  m o n e y  i s 
the reconstruction of Lutak 
Dock, an issue that dominated 
political conversations during 
the municipal election. After an 
initial decision to approve a $37 
million design, the borough was 
denied federal grant funding for 
the project. 

Schnabel recommended the 
assembly scale back the project 
but local boards and committees 
disagreed. After a joint meeting 

with the planning commission, 
the port and harbor advisory 
committee, and the assembly, 
Schnabel decided not to apply 
for grant funding this year.

It was a busy year for police 
as well. In March, former Alaska 
State Trooper director James 
Cockrell moved Haines’ trooper 
position to Bethel. 

That move sparked a continuing 
debate on who is responsible for 
policing where in the Haines 
Borough. 

The borough organized town 
hall style meetings at the Mosquito 
Lake Community Center and the 
public library. Most residents 
wanted minimal police service out 
the highway, but didn’t want to 
pay for it with higher taxes. 

Schnabel and staff created 
an ordinance that would have 
expanded police service borough-
wide. The ordinance would have 
folded the emergency medical 
service area into the police budget, 
a merger ambulance volunteers 
opposed. The ordinance also 
called for a borough-wide vote, 
as opposed to allowing residents 
in geographical regions to create 
a new, police service area. 
The borough assembly let the 
ordinance die. 

These events culminated in 
a sparring match between the 
assembly and new state trooper 
director Hans Brinke, who 
maintained policing outside the 
borough townsite was now the 
borough’s job. 

“All areas within the Haines 
Borough have been and remain 
the responsibility of the Haines 
Borough Police Department,” 
Br inke  sa id .  “The  Haines 
B o r o u g h  h a s  t h e  H a i n e s 
Borough Police Department.”

“No it doesn’t,” assembly 

m e m b e r  S t e p h a n i e  S c o t t 
responded. “It has the townsite 
police department. You have to 
stop making that claim because 
it’s inaccurate. Your decision 
was made on misinformation.”

Pol ice  a r res ted  a  young 
couple during a sting operation 
in October after the pair picked 
up a package from the post 
office containing what they 
thought was 14 grams of heroin. 
Police also seized 19 grams 
of methamphetamine from a 
resident in November. Charges 
have not been filed. A break-in 
at the Haines medical SEARHC 
cl in ic  where  fentanyl  and 
other opioids were stolen went 
unsolved. The state dismissed 
multiple drug charges against 
Dean Lari because of what 
a magistrate judge described 
as a “technicality” and Lari’s 
public defender characterized 
as “recklessness” on the part 
of police.

The public safety commission 
established itself as a “Drug 
Awareness Task Force” in June 
after holding a town hall meeting 
where drug abusers, addicts, 
public health officials, police and 
other stakeholders spoke. At the 
recommendation of police chief 
Heath Scott, the commission 
wanted representatives from the 
school, SEARHC and mental 
health services to be added 
as ex-officio members to the 
commission, but the assembly 
rejected the proposed change.

Scott resumed providing the 
police blotter to the CVN after 
the assembly approved a $63,000 
increase to the police budget 
after standby and overtime hours 
caused the department to go over 

See 2017 page 7

2017 from page 1 
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BIGFOOT AUTO 
SERVICE INC. 
Providing parts and service in 

Haines since 1978

Hours:  
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Monday - Saturday
Closed Sunday

Closed for the Holidays:
Dec. 25th and Jan. 1st

24 Hour Gas, Diesel and Towing

Thank you for shopping at home!
987 Haines Highway

907-766-2458 or 800-766-5406  

SIGN UP FOR THE TOY 
CAR GIVEAWAY! 

DRAWINGS WEEKLY 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS!

The men and women of the Haines Borough Police Department 
wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday 

Season! May your Christmas day be fi lled with holiday cheer in 
addition to the remainder of the year! Each of us feels extremely 

blessed to serve the community of Haines.

Holiday closing  Dec. 16 - Jan. 1

SOCKEYE CYCLE

 766-2869 
24 portage st

Happy Holidays 
from the staff at Sockeye Cycle

Thanks for your business 
this year!Open All Winter

Happy Holidays
from

Closed for the 
holidays:

Dec. 24th - Jan 16th

Thank you
 for 

your support!

Open 11am - 5pm
Closed Tues. & Sun.

�

�
�

�

�

�

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

budget. He stopped providing the 
blotter in 2016, citing insufficient 
resources. He also said it made 
the department look bad. 

“The budget’s not right. When 
we get that budget right, I want 
to give this community their 
blotter,” Scott said in March 
at a public safety commission 
meeting when asked why he 
stopped providing it. 

The blotter also made waves 
because it was used as evidence 
against  assembly members 
Lende and Morphet during the 
recall campaign. Scott emailed 
interim manager Ryan to say 
he felt the assembly members 
“coerced” him after they asked 
the police department to provide 
the blotter to the newspaper. 
Recall supporters used that 
email as evidence the assembly 
members misused their official 
positions for financial gain 
because Morphet owned the 
newspaper at the time and Lende 
writes obituaries. 

The borough manager sparked 
a community outcry in October 
after she authorized a drone to 
photograph property without 
owners’ knowledge or consent. 
She later drafted a “drone policy” 
and presented it to the assembly. 
The assembly did not adopt the 
policy. 

The University of Alaska 
triggered a timber sale on its 
land on the Chilkat Peninsula 
after the planning commission 
discussed limiting resource 
extraction in the Mud Bay rural 
residential zone. The timber 
sale sparked several public 
meetings that resulted in the 
assembly adopting a resolution 
that stated they’d look at the 
borough’s legal options should 

the University approve a sale. 
The University didn’t receive 
any bids, however, but said they 
were moving forward with a 
negotiated sale with interested 
parties. When asked about the 
sale’s progress this week, a 
University representative said, 
“Discussions continue.” 

In fishing news, Chilkat River 
king salmon escapement was 
the lowest on record, despite 
the unprecedented king salmon 
restrictions for subsistence, sport 
and commercial fishermen. 

Lynn Canal  was managed 
for the protection of all kings. 
Subsistence fishing was delayed 
until the end of July, more than 
a month later than normal. 
Commercial gillnet openings 
were limited by area and time. 
The spring troll fishery was also 
restricted.

Commercial gillnetters landed 
a record low sockeye harvest, 
but a near record high chum 
catch. The year’s sockeye harvest 
– 37,000 fish – compared to a 10-
year average harvest of 139,000.

“It’s been a hard year to 
manage in a lot of ways because 
of the low number of sockeye 
and the huge number of chum, 
to maximize the harvest of the 
enhanced fish and not overharvest 
the sockeye,” biologist Mark 
Sogge said. 

Concerns over local bear and 
mountain goat populations were 
raised when Fish and Game 
released a seven-year study 
showing probable goat wintering 
and bear denning habitat. The 
study prompted the assembly to 
approve a small increase to the 
proposed heli-ski terrain map.  

Other environmental stories 
included discovery of oil residues 

from the Lutak Army tank farm 
site seeping into Lutak Inlet, 
continued conflicts between bears 
and tourists along the Chilkoot 
River. 

Prospects for logging and 
mining also dominated headlines 
in 2017. The state delayed its 
Baby Brown timber sale for at 
least a year after discovering it 
made a procedural error.

Constantine Metals Resources 
reported promising concentrations 
of silver at its Palmer deposit, and 
the Chilkat Indian Village sued 
the Bureau of Land Management, 
say ing  i t  hadn’t  p roper ly 
scrutinized the company’s mining 
exploration work to date. 

In  an  e ffor t  to  increase 
revenues, the assembly approved 
marijuana and tobacco taxes. 
The assembly placed a $2 excise 
tax on each pack of cigarettes 
and a 45 percent of the wholesale 
cost of other tobacco products. 
The marijuana tax will charge 
$5 per ounce to cultivators. 
The tobacco tax riled some 
communi ty  members  who 
complained about an unfair 
tax burden. Mike Ward said he 
closed his Lighthouse Restaurant 
and Harbor Bar because of the 
assembly’s decision. In a letter 
to the editor, Leonard Dubber 
wrote, “Come spring I will be 
putting up a ‘For Sale’ sign if this 
does not get changed.” 

After meeting all year, the Solid 
Waste Working Group presented 
a plan to the borough assembly 
that includes up to a 1 percent 
sales tax increase to help pay for 
an estimated $500,000 municipal 
solid waste program.

The plan was designed to 
address illegal dumping, the 
lack of public refuse containers 

and “a struggling operator with 
inadequate revenues to capitalize 
equipment necessary for efficient 
and environmentally sound 
operations.”

Community Waste Solutions 
opposes the plan, manager Sally 
Garton said in November. 

Reported deaths this year 
inc lude  Vera  Smi th ,  Lo i s 
Wickward ,  Rock  “Rocky” 
Hernandez, Richard Jepsen, 
Bob Duis, Joe Baker, Bill Kurz, 
Tom True, Tracie West, Charles 
Joseph Howard, Dorothy Dek, 
Donald Petersen, Kaci Ahmuty, 
Song Nash, Aundrea “Andy” 
Moore, Tom Bieleski, Diana 
Kelm, Naomi Kerwin, Jerry 
Loomis, Bruce Gilbert, Paulina 
Phillips, Mike Murphy, Dave 
Dal Maso, Suzy Combest, Ed 
Beitner, Lorrie Wackerman, 
Suzi Baker, Rachel Hotch, Gates 
Haddock, Hazel Englund and 
Ardis Nelson. 

Rescues and feats of survival 
also made the news. Plane crash 
victim Chan Valentine was 
rescued by a group of Haines 
residents. While recovering in the 
hospital, doctors found a tumor 
on Valentine’s brain and later 
removed it. 

“How many more miracles can 
we have? It was kind of surreal,” 
said Theresa Valentine, mom of 
crash and brain tumor survivor 
Chad Valentine.

All passengers aboard an 
Alaska Seaplanes flight survived 
an emergency landing in August 
near Coughlin Island, three miles 
outside of Juneau, after the plane’s 
engine failed. 

“We were all really cold,” 
survivor Luck Dunbar said. 
“We kind of huddled together. 
My legs were shaking like I had 

pistons in my knees. I was just 
popping. We watched (the plane) 
sink from the beach.”

M i l e s t o n e s  i n c l u d e  t h e 
publication of an academic 
history of the Chilkat Valley 
titled “Across the Shaman’s 
River: John Muir, the Tlingit 
Stronghold, and the Opening of 
the North,” by former teacher 
and CVN reporter Dan Henry.  

Winter Fest saw a strong local 
turnout in its inaugural year, 
despite cancelled ferries and 
a closed Haines Highway that 
blocked out-of-town participation.

“We anticipated quite a few 
from Yukon and Juneau, so yes, 
it did impact the turnout,” said 
former tourism director and event 
organizer Leslie Ross of the 
windy, snowy weather. “I think 
next year with just word out to a 
few groups in other communities, 
we will grow.” 

Snow cancelled a summer 
solstice bike ride. 

T h e  C h i l k a t  C h a l l e n g e 
Triathlon kicked off its first year 
where racers paddled, biked and 
ran through the valley. 

The Southeast Alaska State 
Fair prohibited smoking on fair 
grounds for the first time. The 
fair’s board of directors approved 
of smoking areas 40 feet from 
gates and doorways.  

Haines joined in on one of more 
than 600 events worldwide, 16 in 
Alaska, for the Women’s March, 
which was in part a response to 
the election of President Trump. 
Organizers said the event was 
a “display of strength behind 
positivity and equality.”

2017 from page 6
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Clockwise from top left: Marian Carlson takes Mary Jean Borcik’s ballot for the recall election; Residents brave 
the	wind	and	cold	in	the	Women’s	March;	Haley	Boron	leaps	in	front	of	her	competition	for	the	finish	line	in	the	
cross country meet at the fairgrounds; Anchorage school teacher Ben Richardson braves the cold weather on a 
unicycle about 70 miles out of Haines Junction, Y.T. in the cancelled Kluane Chilkat International Bike Race; 
Hannah Bochart, as death, belts out a note in her original musical “Rusty Compass Dusty Rose”; Dehli to Dublin 
plays for an enthusiastic crowd at the Southeast Alaska State Fair; Klukwan’s Stuart DeWitt secures a loose ball 
from teammate Andrew Friske and Juneau’s Al Tagaban during the Gold Medal Tournament; Kids swing as 
construction continues on the new Chilkat Valley Preschool building ; A group steadily raises a totem pole carved 
by	master	carver	Wayne	Price	for	the	Soboleff	McRae	Veterans	Village	and	Wellness	Center;	A	slider	grabs	a	dog	
that was nipping ankles of revelers at the ‘Slip and Slide’ on the parade grounds after Haines Beer Fest.

2017 in Photos
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Chilkat Valley News Reader Survey Results 
 

 

 

How long have you been reading the CVN? 

Average: 20.5 years 
Span: 1.5 - 37 years 

 

 

Most commonly cited strengths 
    local news coverage 
    good writing 

 
 
 
 
Most commonly cited weakness 
     Copyediting/proofreading 

 

 

Most Important Least Important

Assembly
Investigative

Reporting
Community
Meetings

Human Interest 
& Profiles

Business &
Economy

Wildlife &
Fisheries Tribal News Arts Sports

Humor/Satire

Which types of stories are most important to you?

  

 The harvest numbers for state 
waters (inside three miles) also will 
plummet as they are based on the 
federal catches. That will really hurt 
small boat fi shermen.         A breakdown 
by the Aleutians East Borough shows 
state water cod catches next year in 
the Gulf will total less than 10 million 
pounds compared to more than 48 
million pounds in 2017.
 As further examples of badly it will 
play out in some Gulf communities – 
at Cook Inlet the cod take next year 
will drop to under 700,000 pounds 
compared to more than 6.2 million 
pounds in 2017. At Prince William 
Sound, the cod catch will be less than 
one million pounds, down from 4.3 
million pounds. At Kodiak, the state 
waters cod catch in 2018 will be 2.2 
million pounds, down from more than 
12 million pounds in 2017.
 Kodiak City Council member 
John Whiddon said there are criteria 
for declaring a fi sheries disaster prior 
to an event occurring, which include 
certain thresholds.                      
 “An 80 percent reduction in quota 
over the fi ve year average, which in 
this case is where we are, gets us to the 
level where we can actually get this 
letter out prior to the prosecution of the 
fi sheries, so we meet that threshold,” 
he said at a recent Council meeting.
 The City of Kodiak plans to get 
a disaster declaration request into 
Governor Walker’s hands by the end 
of this year. 

Bristol Bay Fish Expo #2 – It’s more 
than six months away but participants 
are already signing up for the second 
annual Bristol Bay Fish Expo set for 
early June at Naknek.  
 The Expo was launched last year as 
a way to open the doors of the Little 
Angels Child Care Academy.
 “It was pretty phenomenal. We 
raised $17,000 and our goal was 
$13,000. It was awesome,” said Katie 
Copps-Wilson, an Expo co-organizer.
 The theme of last summer’s Expo 
was ‘Bridging the Bay’ with an intent 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Fish Factor/Laine Welch
December 16, 2017

 Kodiak offi  cials already are drafting 
a disaster declaration due to the crash 
of cod stocks throughout the Gulf of 
Alaska. The shortage will hurt many 
other coastal communities as well.
 Gulf cod catches for 2018 will drop 
by 80 percent to just under 29 million 
pounds in federally managed waters, 
compared to a harvest this year of 
nearly 142 million pounds. The crash 
is expected to continue into 2020 or 
2021.
 Cod catches in the Bering Sea 
also will decline by 15 percent to 414 
million pounds. In all, Alaska produces 
12 percent of global cod fi sh.
 The bad news was announced by 
the North Pacifi c Fishery Management 
Council which sets the catches for 
more than 25 species in waters from 
three to 200 miles from shore in the 
Gulf and the Bering Sea.
 “It’s almost like a double, triple, 
quadruple disaster because it’s not 
just one year,” said Julie Bonney, 
director of the Alaska Groundfi sh Data 
Bank. She added that the cod decline 
will decrease revenues for fi shermen 
who use longline, pots, jig and trawl 
gear and make it more diffi  cult for 
processors to fi ll their market demands. 
It also will be a huge hit to the coff ers 
of local communities which get a three 
percent tax on all fi sh landings.
 Kodiak fi sheries analyst, Heather 
McCarty, called the cod crash 
“devastating” for the short- and long 
term. 
 The cod decline is blamed on 
younger fi sh not surviving warm ocean 
temperatures that began in 2014. 
 “It was diff erent than other years 
in that it went really deep, and it 
also lasted throughout the winter. 
What can happen is the food source 
can deplete rapidly when the entire 
ecosystem is ramped up in those warm 
temperatures,” said Steve Barbeaux, 
a scientist with the Alaska Fisheries 
Science Center in Seattle. The warm 
water also hurt cod egg survival and 
wiped out several year classes of 
juvenile fi sh.

of better connecting the surrounding 
communities with the fi shing and 
processing sectors.
 “It really gave the people, the 
businesses, the fi shermen – people 
who come into our community year 
after year - a venue to get to know 
each other better and help celebrate the 
community.”
 The fi rst Expo attracted 44 
exhibitors plus sponsors of various 
events that will be repeated this go 
around.
 “We had a ‘speed dating’ job fair 
for captains and crew. It went really 
well and a lot of matches were made,” 
Copps-Wilson said with a laugh.
 Another popular event was a 
fashion show that showcased fi shing 
regalia and vintage items from around 
the Bay. That event, sponsored 
this year by Nomar Fisheries Gear 
of Homer, will expand to include 
wearable arts on the fashion runway. 
 The 2018 theme is ‘Celebrating the 
Past; Sustaining the Future’ and will 
showcase Bristol Bay’s processing 
history. Copps-Wilson said local 
processors are some of the Expo’s 
biggest supporters.
 “They had so much fun having 
booths and are already planning for next 
year,” she said. “It’s their opportunity 
to get out into the community and see 
people and visit. A lot of these people 
have been coming here their whole 
lifetimes and they’ve never been able 
to be in a such an interactive setting.”
 The Fish Expo dollars will always 
go towards sustaining the child care 
center, she said, and next year will 
alsobenefi t the local Boys and Girls 
Club.
 “People really appreciate that it’s 
not just a trade show and who knows 
where the money goes. The money is 
going back into the community to help 
out kids’ services,” Copps-Wilson 
said, adding that the Fish Expo has 
surpassed all expectations. 
 “I don’t think we realized what we 
created,” she said. We were interested 

HAINES PACKING CO.
Fresh Seafood  •  5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd. FEED ‘EM FISHColumn 

sponsored 
in part by:

in fi nding a way to raise some money 
so we could open the doors for Little 
Angels, but it grew into this other 
thing and we had no idea how big it 
would be.”
 Bristol Bay Fish Expo is set for 
June 8-9 at Naknek High School.  
Registration is open now at a reduced 
rate through the end of January. 
Learn more at www.bristolbayfi shexpo.
com

Fishing almanac debuts – The fi rst 
Alaska Young Fishermen’s Almanac 
has debuted in time for holiday 
giving and it is selling fast. The 140 
page book, published by the Alaska 
Young Fishermen’s Network, includes 
stories, advice, recipes, photos and 
illustrations from across Alaska.
 The eff ort is touted as “a fi rst-
of-its-kind cultural touchstone that 
communicates and celebrates our 
unique, shared and cherished fi shing 
ways of life”…and “it captures the 
ingenuity, persistence, humor and 
passion of the next generation of 
community and fi shing leaders in 
Alaska and conveys the importance of 
community-based fi shing livelihoods.”
 “It turned out so beautifully. I 
am so excited to see it fi nished and 
in people’s hands,” said Hannah 
Heimbuch who participated in the 
project.
 “The vibrancy and beauty of 
fi shing comes through from all of 
the contributions,” echoed Rachel 
Donkersloot, Working Waterfronts 
Director for the Alaska Marine 
Conservation Council which helped 
fund the almanac along with the Alaska 
Humanities Forum. “From the poems 
and short stories and the colorful 
photos that bounce off  the pages. These 
are our young Alaska fi shermen and 
they are so creative and courageous 
and funny and hard-working. We also 
collected great advice from some of 
our veteran fi shermen. I’m just thrilled 
with the way it came out.”
            All proceeds from sales of the $25 
almanac will go towards volume #2. 
Find the Alaska Young Fishermen’s 
Almanac at the Salmon Sisters website 
at www.aksalmonsisters.com/.

The CVN wants to give a special thanks to all our 
readers who filled out this survey. We will work hard 
to respond to your feedback. 

Our random drawing winners are Michele Cornelius, 
who won a free subscription; Shelly Hodnik, a $25 
gift card to The Babbling Book and Dragon’s Nook; 
and Carol Tuynman, a $25 gift card to Mountain 
Market. 

Chilkat Valley News Reader Survey Results 
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Chilkat Valley News
wishes all our readers a safe and happy holiday season.

Thank you for supporting our advertisers.
We’ll be back January 11, 2018

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

We will be closed Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day.

(see additional holiday hours at store)

Happy Holidays 
and thank you for a 

Wonderful 2017!

Mountain Market & Cafe

Want more business?
Join First Friday merchants to expand your 
customer base and attract the 
growing “shop local” crowd. 
Find out how: 314-0282

Hotch was beloved life-long Klukwan resident and elder 

cagey and he can get a pass 
through. He’s a very skilled 
freshman,” Fossman said.

The squad also can move, 
Fossman said. “They do a fast 
break well and people love to 
watch that. It’s a competitive 
team. They play hard. It will be 
very entertaining.”

Hudson Sage, a senior who 
has played hoops for years for 
the school, said it’s difficult to 
compare this team to others he 
has played on. 

“We’re a young team, but we’re 
smart, with two freshmen who can 
handle the ball well and shoot. 
It’s opening up our team to where 
our post player doesn’t have to be 
point guard, and we can utilize 
more of our team,” Sage said.

“I think it’s going to be a good, 
fun year. Hopefully we’ll get 
a better seed at (the division 
championship),” Sage said. 

The boys led Craig at the end 
of all eight quarters last weekend, 
though Craig came a little closer 
Saturday. “(The Panthers) had 
a better scoring night Saturday 

and they out-rebounded us late 
in the game, which let them 
hang in there. They were getting 
second and third attempts,” coach 
Fossman said.

The team’s mettle likely will 
be tested in the home opener 
against Metlakatla. The Chiefs 
beat the Petersburg Vikings twice 
last weekend, by margins of five 
and nine points. Although the 
Vikings lost a couple key players 
to graduation, their teams are 
always pretty strong, Fossman 
said.

Before the home series, the 
boys will play in the “Rally 
of the Regions” tournament in 
Anchorage during the holiday 
break. Playing in the tournament 
against teams like Cordova, 
Unalaska should sharpen the 
squad, Fossman said. With a total 
of nine players in practices to date, 
the team isn’t big enough to run 
five-on-five drills.

“By January 15, these guys 
should be playing really good ball. 
I think it will be a bright spot in 
winter for people to see these guys 
play,” Fossman said.

The boys’ squad includes 
freshman Wesley Verhamme, 
freshman Jayden Hotch, junior 
Gilbert Slawson and junior 
Kamakana Kanahele.

Haines scoring Friday included 
Crager, 25, senior Hudson Sage, 
21, senior Dylan Swinton, 19, 
freshman Davis, 15, sophomore 
Cade Clay, 15 and freshman 
Hotch, 2. Saturday’s scorers were 
Sage, 22, Crager, 19, Swinton, 13, 
Davis, 11 and Clay, 4. 

Craig’s Marker, a senior, scored 
36 points Friday and 30 points 
Saturday. 

“Despicable Me III ,”  an 
animated Disney comedy released 
in July, will be shown twice Friday 
at the Chilkat Center theater as a 
fundraiser for the boys’ team, 
including travel, said assistant 
coach Ann Marie Fossman. The 
show plays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
The price is $10.

This season’s girls squad is 
almost two teams in one. Six of 
its 12 players haven’t played high 
school hoops. The team lost three 
seniors from last year – Jordan 
Stigen, Bozhi Sebens and Tulsi 

Zahnow.
Newcomers this year include 

freshmen Claire Waldo, Miranda 
Haddock, Haley Boron, and Atlin 
Zahnow, junior exchange student 
Debby Cheng, and sophomore 
Meghan Whitermore. Returning 
players include seniors Brittney 
Bradford and Makayla Crager, 
junior Marissa Haddock, and 
sophomores Marirose Evenden, 
Becca Wheeler and Raine Winge.  

The girls lost 43-21 to Craig 
Friday night and 49-12 Saturday, 
but the newcomers stepped up. 
Boron notched five points in 
her first game, including three 
free throws. Cheng made some 
important stops and picked up a 
man-to-man defense without any 
practice. 

After Craig initially shut down 
Haines ball-handlers, the girls 
responded well by learning to 
set screens, said coach Greg 
Brittenham. “Our team made the 
adjustments to counter that. That’s 
really encouraging for a coach to 
see that they have that level of 
understanding.”

In addition, upperclassmen 
Bradford and Marissa Haddock 
helped younger players keep cool 
under the pressure of their first 
varsity game, Brittenham said. 

“It’s great. One of the things I 
see – especially with the seniors 
– they’ve stepped up to show 
leadership and help younger 
players learn the game. One 
reason Haley made her shots is 
the seniors told her to calm down 
and have fun,” Brittenham said.

Brittenham said there’s unity 
on the team that should help 

performance through the season. 
“These girls get along together. 
They’re keeping the drama down 
and having a good experience. I 
want them to love basketball when 
they’re done high school. I don’t 
want it to be a drudgery thing.”

“There are other lessons to be 
learned, and still win games along 
the way. I want them to believe 
in themselves and be leaders and 
have confidence and self-esteem,” 
Brittenham said. 

 Players this week seemed to 
be picking up on that message. 
Bradford, who led Haines with 
a total of 14 points in the games, 
said her goals for the season 
include improving her post play 
and helping younger players. 
“I want to be a good leader. It’s 
about helping other players get 
their shots and points in front of 
a hometown crowd.”

Sophomore Evenden said a 
team spirit is evident. “I think 
everyone is going to work really 
hard to work together. I think we 
can do good things as a team. We 
have a lot of new players, but 
they’re learning quickly.”

Haines scoring Friday included 
Bradford, 8, Haley Boron, 5, and 2 
points each by Marissa Haddock, 
Evenden, Crager and Miranda 
Haddock. On Saturday, Bradford 
scored 6, Boron, 2, and Miranda 
Haddock, 2. 

High scorers for Craig were 
Mary Bolling on Friday and 
Aspen Hansen on Saturday.  

Haines squads finished last 
in 2A last season. The division 
inc ludes  Cra ig ,  Wrangel l , 
Petersburg and Metlakatla.

BALL from page 5

Life-long Klukwan resident 
Rachel Hotch was remembered 
Dec. 4 for her kindness, sense of 
humor and her support of others. 
Hotch, 87, died in her sleep Dec. 
1. 

At her memorial service held in 
the Alaska Native Sisterhood Hall, 
Lani Hotch noted in the funeral 
program she was, “one of those 
behind-the-scenes supporters that 
we all knew we could rely on for 
help.” 

Hotch was a staunch supporter 
and lifetime member of the 
Klukwan ANS and the Klukwan 
Church, and she supported the 

ministry of her niece, Johanna 
Hotch.      
  She contracted Alzheimer’s 
about seven years ago but had 
occasional lucid times when 
she was able to communicate 
with her grown children and 
dear friend and neighbor Evelyn 
Hotch.      
    Rachel Edna Johnson Hotch was 
born in Klukwan to William and 
Martha Johnson on April 5,1930.  
She married Jones “Foxy” Hotch 
Sr. on Sept. 25, 1950 and they 
raised five children together-
Jones, Nan, Genevieve, Les, and 
Beverly. Although primarily a 

housewife and mother, Hotch 
also worked at the Letnikof Cove 
cannery for more than 10 years, 
butchering and sliming salmon, 
and she fished with her husband 
on the F/V Dragon Lady.  
   Hotch was renowned for her 
home-baked pies and for years 
hosted a family lunch following 
the Sunday services at the 
village church. She loved her 
grandchildren immensely and 
other children of the community 
who knew her as “Grandma 
Foxy.”      
 Hotch served as a nanny for 
Klukwan School teacher, Teresa 

Hura, who needed a babysitter 
nearby. “Rachel was very caring 
and I trusted her completely with 
my brand new babies. Our family 
is so grateful to have had her in 
our lives,” she said, adding Hotch 
loved to share a laugh or a joke 
with friends and family. “She had 
that twinkle in her eyes. A good 
sense of humor is a distinct virtue 
and a necessity when you live in 
a small community like Klukwan. 
Rachel’s sense of humor injected 
pleasure into our daily lives and 
made her dear to all of us,” Lani 
Hotch said.     
 Hotch lived a traditional Tlingit 

lifestyle and enjoyed working on 
fish and picking berries.  She was 
very fit physically and maintained 
her subsistence activities through 
her 70s and into her 80s.  
  Hotch is survived by children 
Jones Hotch Jr., Eleanor Jones 
Hotch, Genevieve Stevens, Leslie 
Hotch, and Beverly Klanott; and 
grandchildren Jenni Hotch-Hill, 
Katrina Cain, Joshua Hotch, 
Donald Jones, Maria Jones, Lisa, 
Anna, Henry & Andre Stevens, 
and Daniel and Jeffery Klanott; 
nine great-grandchildren and 
two great-great grandchildren. 
She was buried at the east end 
graveyard in Klukwan.
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Aasman Brand Communications
Alaska Nature Tours
Alaskan Liquor Store
American Bald Eagle Foundation
Bamboo Room Restaurant/Pioneer Bar
Canal Marine
Captain’s Choice Motel
Caroline’s Closet
Chilkat Counseling
Chilkat Guides, Ltd
Chilkat Restaurant and Bakery
Chilkat River Adventures
Cliffh  anger B&B
Community Waste Solutions

Celebrate Haines’ 
Business Community

COLDWELL	BANKER	
Race	Realty	-	Haines

MIKE’S   
BIKES & 
BOARDS

Outfi tter            Sporting Goods

& Harbor Bar

Klondike
Chiropractic

Sponsored by the Haines Chamber of Commerce. If your business name 
or logo is not featured here consider joining today!

Sponsored by:

Kids R Fun Child Care
Lynn Canal Corporation
Oceanside RV Park
Outfi tt er Liquor
Parts Place
proHNS LLC
Pyramid Island Press
Richmond Accounting
Rustler Fish Company
Southeast Independent Living (SAIL)
Stickler Construction
Surf Fisheries Supply
The Travel Connection
Valley of the Eagles
Waldo Enterprises

Coeur Alaska, Inc.
Cruise Line Agencies of Alaska 
E.D.&D. Inc/Radio Shack
F/V Krista C
Friends of NRA- Haines AK
Haines Assisted Living
Haines Arts Council
Haines Borough School District
Haines Friends of Recycling
Haines Home Building Supply
Haines Propane
Haines Quick Shop
Haines Senior Citizen’s Center Inc.
Hospice of Haines
JK Rentals



December 21, 2017 Chilkat Valley News Page 13

FREE 
Fire Starter at CVN

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

Happy Holidays
from

Thanks to all our customers for 
your support throughout 
the year!

We’re Stocked Up
with lots of great gifts for 

the whole family!
Toys, candle gift sets, 

new kitchen & household items, 
& of course, lots of new furniture!

Merry Christmas
 from our family 
    to yours!

Outfitter        Sporting Goods

HAINES QUICK SHOP Outfitter Liquor
Open 8 am till Midnight • 7 days a week       

Tanqueray Gin 750 mL      $22.99

Jack Daniels 750 mL        $24.49

Jameson Irish Whiskey 750 mL
            $23.99

Bear Creek Wines ~all varieties~
          25% 0ff 

Open 7 days a week 8 am - 6 pm

766-3220
766-2330

All Camo Clothing 20% off
All Air Guns 20% off

Lots of Great Stocking Stuffers in Stock! 
 Leatherman Tools ~ Fishing Lures ~ Swiss Army Knives  

Headlamps & Flashlights ~ Plenty of Ammo & Guns 
Pet Supplies ~ Camping Gear 

Holiday Sweets & 
Treats Available!

Come check ‘em out!!

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!
766-3221

Cold Drinks • Snacks • Movie Rentals 
ATM Available

 Open 7 am till Midnight • 7 days a week

25% off all 
skateboards and 

accessories!!

MIKE’S
BIKES &
BOARDS

Used Movies 

$4.99

The Chilkat Valley News is looking for 
anyone	fl	ying	from	Juneau	to	Haines	on	
Alaska	Seaplanes		fl	ight	#401	(depart JNU 
8:30am - arrive HNS 9:05am) any Friday 
who will bring the newspapers with 
them. We will pay $55/week. Please call 

CVN	at	766-2688	if	interested!

It’s that time of year again! Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

By Natalie Helms
Haines high schoolers turned 

the hallway into a courtroom 
Thursday as they suited up for a 
mock trial to charge a fictitious 
robber.

Mark Fontenot’s forensics 
class and Lilly Boron’s American 
government class, made up of 
sophomores, juniors and seniors, 
joined forces for the trial: 
Maryanne Crabtree v. Haines 
Sheldon Museum Board of 
Trustees.

Crabtree, played by sophomore 
Aurora Alten-Huber, was accused 
of stealing a Chilkat blanket from 
the museum.

Fontenot said students were 
each assigned a role. Government 
students played lawyers for the 
plaintiff and defense, the judge, 
jury members and witnesses. 
Forensics students played expert 
witnesses who testified on the 
stand about evidence found at 
the scene.

“This is something Lilly Boron 
and I conceived early in the year 
to combine our curriculum,” 
Fontenot said.

Fontenot said his students 
prepared real evidence for the 
fake trial by learning how to 
identify furs and fibers under a 
microscope, determine blood 
type, lift fingerprints, examine 
broken glass and analyze voice 
recordings.

Lawyers Parker Blair, Hudson 
Sage and Keegan Palmieri 
representing the prosecution, and 
Elena Saunders and Karl Gillham 
representing the defense, grilled 
Crabtree about her whereabouts 

on the day of the theft and called 
experts and witnesses to the stand 
including the museum owner, 
played by Brandt Alten-Huber.

While some of the testimony 
was scripted, Fontenot said it was 
up to the jury to determine the 
outcome like in a real trial.

The jury found Maryanne 
Crabtree guilty of the theft by 
a five to two vote, and she was 
escorted out by bailiff Fontenot. 
Investigators found a drop of her 
blood on the carpet near the broken 
display case and a mountain goat 
hair from the blanket on her 
clothing. A surveillance video 
showed her leaving the museum 
on the day of the theft with a full 
bag.

“I really enjoy acting, and it was 
fun doing that in front of the entire 
school,” Alten-Huber said. She 

said the mock trial served as her 
final exam for the forensics class, 
in which she scored 100 percent. 

Haines police chief Heath 
Scott and officer Adam Patterson 
watched the mock trial and were 
involved in a surprise ending. 
Patterson pretended to arrest 
fictional museum employee 
Cordelia Johnson, played by 
junior Skyler Smith, after the 
verdict was read when a bloody 
handprint found on a broomstick 
pegged her as the blanket thief.

Scott talked to the group about 
the real trial process after the 
mock proceedings and said he was 
happy the students could learn 
about the justice system.

The mock trial can be seen on 
the Haines High School YouTube 
channel.

Seniors Parker Blair, Hudson Sage and Keegan Palmieri talk 
between questioning witnesses in the Dec. 14 mock trial at 
Haines School. The trio were acting as lawyers representing 
the	State	of	Alaska	in	a	trial	against	a	fictitious	Haines	Sheldon	
Museum employee. Natalie Helms photo. 

Students learn civics in mock trial

Get out and support the Arts!

By Natalie Helms
 Haines Borough Assembly 

members suggested a new 
“overwhelming” ethics code 
go to a committee of the whole 
for review and decided to 
experiment with a different 
meeting structure.

 Borough clerk Julie Cozzi and 
deputy clerk Alekka Fullerton 
introduced an ordinance to 
the assembly in October with 
about 15 new pages of ethics 
code. Cozzi said staff worked 
on a comprehensive rewrite 
and reorganization of the code 
of ethics in Title 2 and pulled in 
code from the City of Homer. 

“I was just  completely 
overwhelmed by it when I saw 
it,” said Heather Lende, chair 
of the government affairs and 
services committee. “It seems 
to me to be overkill for what 
we were trying to accomplish.”

The issue arose when Debra 
Schnabel was hired as manager. 
The borough was no longer 
able to work with Southeast 
Roadbuilders because it’s 
owned by Schnabel’s brother. 
The borough attorney suggested 
amendments to the code.

“Our existing conflict of 
interest and code of conduct 
codes are pretty broad, and it’s 
really difficult for you as elected 
officials to deal with broad 
brushes of code,” Cozzi said. 
“If we can be a little bit more 
specific…giving you some kind 
of procedure to follow for how 
to disclose something and what 
happens with that disclosure.”

 Lende said she thought the 
code now might be too specific.

“At least while I’ve been clerk 
there’s been a lot of discomfort 
and uncertainty about how to 
handle things like conflicts of 
interest and how to define it,” 
Cozzi said. “This is our best shot 
at preparing something that we 
believe the assembly assigned 
staff to do…something needs to 
be done,” Cozzi said.

Assembly member Tresham 
Gregg said he thought the new 
code was succinct and gives 
good advice if someone needs 
to declare a conflict of interest.

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson said she likes process 
to be in code.

 The committee recommended 
the entire assembly look at the 
code at an informal meeting and 
requested Cozzi and Fullerton 
make a presentation to the group 
going over each section.

The committee also suggested 
the assembly gather  as  a 
committee of the whole for an 
hour before regular business 
meetings to discuss agenda 
items for the following regular 
asssembly meeting.  

“If we’re discussing them 
before they’re introduced, that’s 
when we can effect the changes 
that we want prior to all the 
investment in time the staff has 
got in it,” Josephson said.

 Lende said the committee 
meetings would help eliminate 
ordinances that  assembly 
members know won’t move 
forward for discussion.

 They suggested the committee 
of the whole meetings start at 
6:30 p.m. before the 7:30 p.m. 
formal assembly meetings.

Committe suggests more 
meetings for more efficiency 
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Police report

Due to winter 
flight schedules 

the Chilkat 
Valley News will 
be delivered on 
Friday mornings 
(weather permitting) 

through 
Feb. 2, 2018.

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CVN advertising rates have not increased since 2010. In 

order to keep up with the rising costs of freight, postage, 

printing and other increases over the last seven years, we are 

increasing our advertising rates. New rates will take effect 

January 1, 2018. We will send advertisers new rates. We ap-

preciate your understanding and support. 

-Kyle Clayton, publisher

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Public Hearing items will be discussed during the 
January 11, 2018  Planning Commission Meeting, 

6:30 p.m. in the Assembly Chambers.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
• CUP Amendment Request: Vacation Rental in SFR Zone

Applicant: Janet Lawson 
Parcel ID C-HGL-02-0700
Possible Motion: Amend conditional use permit #17-63 to 
expire with the sale of the property.

• Rezoning Petition to Change Industrial to Rural Mixed Use
Applicant: Takshanuk Watershed Council
Parcel IDs C-SMR-00-0400; C-SMR-00-0500; 
C-SMR-00-0600
The zone change would be a contiguous extension of a 
neighboring zone.
Possible Motion: Recommend that the Assembly approve 
of Rezoning Petition #17-88.

Public Comments may be sent in writing to: 
Haines Borough, Planning Commission, Box 1209, Haines, AK. 
99827 or to Holly Smith hsmith@haines.ak.us or by attending 

the meeting.

HARD from page 1
“Our daily dredge logs 

indicate that the average daily 
production was consistent 
between areas…which would 
indicate that the materials 
dredged were similar in nature,” 
Romine said.

Regarding the material’s 
proper shipping methods, 
Romine cited email evidence 
used to show they were sealed 
and handled properly for and 
during transport. 

“I don’t have any photos, 
but I taped the sh*t out of 
those coolers,” Romine wrote 
in an email to Pacific Pile and 
Marine project engineer Stuart 
Willis when Willis asked if he 
had photos of the materials. 
“The seam was taped around 
multiple times and additional 
tape was placed around the 
cooler to prevent the lid from 

Winter hours: 
Tues - Sat, 2 to 6pm

402 Main St. next door to the Hair Shop

Stop in for your 
last minute 

flower and gift 
giving needs!

Pioneer Bar

Fri 
8 pm

Sat.  
7 pm

Open Mic
Trivia

will be closed 
Christmas Eve and 

Christmas 

Bamboo Room 
Restaurant

Stop by for Tom and Jerry’s 
Christmas Day  Noon - 3pm

Committed to responsible mineral
exploration and to supporting 

local jobs and businesses.
 

constantinemetals.com/haines

Palmer Project

Holiday Swim Pass Special
Student/Senior $30- 10 punch pass, $60- 20 punch pass

Adult $40- 10 punch pass, $80- 20 punch pass
On sale through Jan. 6, 2018/gift certificates also available.

Give the gift of  swimming this holiday season!

the map in terms of this new 
industry.” 

“It behooves us as a community 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
understanding of the law,” 
Morphet said. “Manufacturing 
is one area of the economy I 
think we can all get behind…the 
previous understanding basically 
put the distillery on the same foot 
as the brewery in terms of selling 
their samples. It’s reasonable.”

Assembly member Brenda 
Josephson said the assembly 
should step up for businesses. 

“It’s hard in our environment 
and this is one of the few things 
we can do that doesn’t cost us 
money,” Josephson said. 

State House Minority Leader 
Chris Tuck, who worked on 
the state’s distillery law three 
years ago, wrote a letter to the 
board in August saying the law’s 
intent was to allow the serving 
of mixed drinks.

“We can assure you there has 
been no misinterpretation of the 
statute by the distillers and they 
are acting in accordance with the 
Legislature’s intentions,” Tuck 
wrote, along with eight other 
legislators who signed the letter. 
“Considering that many of the 
products sold by the distillers are 
intended to be mixed with other 

ingredients before consumption, 
it was assumed any sales or free 
samples would likely be mixed 
with other ingredients as well.”

A l a s k a  C a b a r e t ,  H o t e l , 
Res taurants  and  Reta i le rs 
Association executive director 
Dale Fox also helped write the 
legislation. He told the beverage 
control board he would not have 
supported the law if he knew 
distilleries would become “de 
facto bars.” 

Port Chikoot Distillery owner 
Heather Shade said distilleries 
are already regulated to prevent 
them from operating like a bar. 
State statute allows distilleries to 
serve three ounces per person a 
day of “the distillery’s product.” 
Distilleries must refrain from 
providing live entertainment, 
seats at the counter or bar, and 
they must close no later than 8 
p.m.

The beverage control board will 
meet again in January to make 
a decision on draft regulations, 
which defines “disti l lery’s 
product” as spirits distilled or 
made on the premises. 

The assembly’s letter will be 
included in those comments. 
Individuals can send comments 
to the board to AMCO.regs@
alaska.gov. 

LETTER from page 3

Wednesday, December 13
A key found on Main Street was 
turned in to police.
A water/sewer alarm was 
activated on Fair Dr ive. A 
message was relayed to the 
water/sewer department.

Thursday, December 14
A water/sewer alarm was 
activated near 1 Mile Haines 
Highway and on Fair Drive. A 
message was relayed to the 
water/sewer department.
A caller requested a welfare 
check on a suspicious vehicle 
on Mathias Avenue.
Police received a report of a 
possible DWI that occurred on 
Mosquito Lake Road several 
days earlier.
A caller requested a street light 
be installed at Third Avenue and 
Willard Street.

Friday, December 15
A water/sewer alarm was 
activated near 1 Mile Haines 
Highway. A message was 
relayed to the water/sewer 
department.
A wallet found on Union Street 
was turned in to police.

Saturday, December 16
A citizen reported they nearly 

got into a vehicle accident on 
Ed Shirley Drive.
A water/sewer alarm was 
activated on Fair Dr ive. A 
message was relayed to the 
water/sewer department.

Sunday, December 17
A caller reported a disabled 
vehicle at 2 Mile Lutak Road.
A message was relayed to 
the water/sewer department 
regarding a sewage backup 
near 1 Mile Haines Highway.
A cal ler  repor ted people 
trespassing on their property at 
27 Mile Haines Highway.
A cal ler  repor ted people 
trespassing on their property 
on Mathias Avenue.
An investigation began into a 
report of a domestic assault.
An investigation began into a 
report of a hit and run on Second 
Avenue.

Monday, December 18
Police attempted to notify the 
owner of a vehicle left on Second 
Avenue.

There were seven traffic stops, 
three 911 hang-ups, four medical 
calls and one canine call.

By Kyle Clayton
T h e  H a i n e s  E c o n o m i c 

Development Corporation hired 
Margaret Friedenauer as its new 
part-time executive director. 

Friedenauer will work about 
20 hours a week helping the 
organization get established. 
She’ l l  he lp  c ra f t  gu id ing 
documents, compile and gather 
old studies to add to a baseline 
economic data study and other 
administrative duties. 

“Hopefully I can help create 
some channels of communication 
between the committee and the 
assembly and members of the 
community,” Friedenauer said. 
“It’s exciting to be involved in 
the genesis of this development 
organization.”

Board president Kyle Gray said 
Friedenauer’s past experience 
on the assembly and in other 
community groups makes her a 
good fit for the job. 

“Her time on the assembly 
has taught her to navigate the 
inner workings,” Gray said. 
“She’s already up to speed on 
all the development projects 
we have going on here in the 
community.”

The Haines Borough Assembly 
approved $95,000 in funding for 
the development corporation this 
spring.  

The board is using that money 
to fund Friedenauer’s position 
and to pay for the baseline study. 
The board will pay Friedenauer 
$25 an hour. She is also KHNS’ 
program director and will work 
about 30 hours a week at that job, 
Friedenauer said.  

The assembly approved an 
agreement with the development 
corporation in September that 
requires the corporation to publish 
a “data-driven description of 
the local economy to provide 
the baseline for measuring 
the effectiveness of programs 
undertaken in the course of the 
partnership.” 

It also requires the organization 
to provide quarterly reports to 
the assembly and to publish one- 
and five-year action plans based 
on research by Aug. 31, 2018.

moving at all. The goal was 
to prevent any moisture from 
escaping from the samples.” 

In his Dec. 15 letter to PND 
Romine also said “Styrofoam 
cooler pieces were broken and 
used to secure the sample inside 
the coolers to help prevent 
movement.”  

Romine told Somerville, “I 
do want to reiterate, as stated 
in the letter, that we would like 
the opportunity to meet with 
you and the Haines Borough 
regarding this matter. We think it 
would be beneficial for all of us 
to discuss this in person.”

In November, Pacific Pile 
& Marine submitted a second 
claim of differing site conditions 
where it’s driving pilings for 
the steel wall wave barrier. The 
company retracted that claim 
Monday.

HEDC 
hires new 
director 

R E C Y C L E !

Harris Air announces local flights 
The CVN learned late Wednesday night that Harris Air will 

operate out of Haines. No representative from the airline was 
available for comment. The carrier’s website lists flights from 
Juneau and Sitka to and from Haines Monday through Saturday. 
To fly from Haines to Juneau is $120 each way, according to their 
website. It costs $260 to fly to Sitka each way. Their website doesn’t 
show Haines as an option when booking a flight, however. On a 
local Facebook page named “Haines Front & Center,” the company’s 
page Harris Aircraft Services, Inc. commented “It is true...We will 
be stopping by Haines multiple times a day!” 
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(Un)Classified Ads
TALIA’S TREASURES will be 

closed Dec. 24 - Jan. 2 (49-50b)
FOR THOSE OF YOU who saw 

the show Saturday and were 
left wondering what the things 
were in the “Twelve Days of 
Christmas” song:  1 Book 
by Heather Lende, 2 Pot 
Stores Opening, 3 Sub-legal 
Moose, 4 Stray Dogs, 5 Full-
Time Policemen, 6 Ferries 
Cancell ing, 7 Non-Profits 
Begging, 8 Voters Recalling, 9 
Candles Dancing, 10 Hippies 
Drumming, 11 Drones Spying, 
12 King Salmon Remaining! 
Have a Merry Christmas!! ~Joe 
Parnell. (50b)

SOBOLEFF-MCRAE VETERANS 
Village 2 bedroom apartment 
available. $1150 a month, 
includes most utilities.  Must 
be a Veteran or Spouse of a 
Veteran to qualify. Call Jim or 
Travina at 766-3616 ext 3 or 
4. (48-50b) 

LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION 
is looking for an Executive 
Director. 3/4 time year-round 
position. $25-30/hr DOE. More 
at lynncanalconservation.org 
(cb)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1 ,300  per  mon th ,  ca l l 
(907)723-1599 or (512)658-
8813. (cb)

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church

Chilkat Center Lobby

    Christmas Eve
8:30pm Carols and Holy Communion

     Christmas Day
10:30am Holy Communion
 

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve
Sunday, Dec. 24 

Caroling 7:30 pm
Mass 8:00 pm

Christmas Day
Monday, Dec. 25 

Mass 9:00 am

3rd & Dalton
766-2241 �

From now unt i l 
t h e  n e w  y e a r , 
Alaska Seaplanes is 
delivering all UPS 
pickups from the old 
Wings building due 
to the high volume 
of Christmas orders. 
Hours for pickup are 
from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Call 314-
3800 or 766-3800 to 
see if your package 
has arrived. 

Day          Date              High      Low    Rain     Snow
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

 Average Soil Temp. 39.4° F

Sponsored 
in part byLocal Weather Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 18

December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 18

35
36
39
37
34
35
30

43
42
45
39
39
37
33

0.13
1.97
0.32
0.11
0.11
trace

0

33
37
41
33
32
30
25

30
31
31
29
28
19
10

trace
0
0

0.5
trace
0.1

trace

0
0
0
0
0

trace
0

0.06
1.10
0.13
0.27
0.01
0.01
trace

Day        Date             High      Low    Rain   Snow

766-2437 • Front St. Haines

          - Monitor 
and Toyo Stove Repair - 

- Outboard and 
Marine Repair-

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
Open Wed - Fri • 10 am - 3 pm

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

DR. CHRISTOPHER 
THORGESEN, D.C.

225 MAIN STREET    766-3555

M-F 9-6

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Custom orders & gift baskets

Free home delivery

Pet of the Week






 










(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Locally baked twice a week!
To place an order, email 

josiesbread@yahoo.com or call 
766-3739.

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

fall hours
Mon-thurs, 9A - 4P

  Advertise in the 
Business Directory

$15 per square, per week!

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

There’s still time to find 
the perfect holiday gift!

Black Diamond M’s & W’s Gloves, Ski 
Poles, Ice Axes, Crampons, Harnesses, 
Carabiners, Packs, Headlamps, Hats, 

Climbing Skins, Lanterns & much more!
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Holly Jolly Christmas Follies
The	Snowflake	Ballerinas,	the	Electric	Wing	Dancers	and	the	rest	of	the	crew	
entertained and awed the audience Saturday. Kyle Clayton photos.


