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Borough OKs permit
for Alaska Heliskiing
Decision on skier days awaits

- page 4

Population
2,620, and
holding?

Week of events slated
around Valentine’s Day

RINGING IN VALENTINE’S -- “The Last Call,” a piece of yard 
art at 25 Mile Haines Highway, was decorated for the holiday this 
week. See story, page 6.

State to crunch numbers on new ferry plan    

By Karen Garcia
Alaska Heliskiing broke state 

law, Haines Borough code and its 
own safety plan during a season 
that included the deaths of a client 
and guide, but its violations “do 
not rise to a level of ‘substantial 
noncompliance’” for revoking the 
company’s tour permit, clerk Julie 
Cozzi ruled this week.

“I do not view commercial tour 
permits as privileges that can be 
taken away at any time for any 
single violation of law or permit 
conditions. Rather, a permit is like 
a piece of property. The borough 
should proceed very carefully 
before this property is taken 
away,” Cozzi said in her decision.

“A single accident, even one 
that results in a customer death and 
even one that may have resulted 
from failures of the permittee to 
meet standards for safe operations, 
will not automatically result 
in denial of a permit renewal 
application,” Cozzi said.

The Haines  Borough on 
Monday renewed commercial 
heli-ski tour permits for Alaska 
Heliskiing, Southeast Alaska 
Backcountry Adventures and 
Alaska Mountain Guides for 
the 2013 season. Manager Mark 
Earnest is expected to determine 
allocations of skier days later this 
week.

Natalia Dodov, mother of an 
Alaska Heliskiing client killed 
during a March 13 avalanche, 
said she was left “speechless” and 
“disturbed” by Cozzi’s decision 
to renew the permit. Guide Rob 
Liberman also died.

In a 15-page memo outlining 
her reasoning, Cozzi said Alaska 
Heliskiing failed to obtain a 
permit for use of state lands over 
multiple years of operation, failed 
to follow operating and safety 
plan accident reporting, failed to 
submit a mutual aid agreement, 
failed to file a report of employee 
death with the State of Alaska, 
twice flew out of bounds and 
posted inaccurate and misleading 

information on its website relating 
to guide certification and company 
safety standards.

The violations provided “a 
potential basis for permit denial,” 
Cozzi said. “Alaska Heliskiing 
is warned that the above past 
conduct will be considered in 
any permit renewal in 2014 and 
that continuing violations… may 
result in permit suspension or 
revocation…”

When asked what  would 
c o n s t i t u t e  “ s u b s t a n t i a l 
noncompliance,” Cozzi said she 
determines that on a case-by-case 
basis and could not speculate, 
but pointed to her denial of Dave 
Button’s Eco Orca Tours permit 
renewal application in 2005.

“It was sheer volume with 
Dave Button. There were a lot 
of very serious things. I’m not 
saying a death is not serious, but 
it’s not against the law to have an 
avalanche on your watch,” Cozzi 
said in an interview.

Button’s permit denial stemmed 
from 85 customer complaints 
over a five-year period, a specific 
warning issued to the company the 
year prior to come into compliance 
with permit conditions, and several 
other factors. “My decision is 
consistent with the action taken 
with Mr. Button,” Cozzi wrote.

Mayor Stephanie Scott agreed 
the government must be very 
careful in exercising due process 
when taking away a piece of 
property.

“The rationale that I learned 
from her analogy to the Dave 
Button case is that the violations 
resulting in the removal of a 
property right had to be repeated 
and over time. Certainly this 
was a notch in the belt on the 
road to revocation (for Alaska 
Heliskiing), but maybe not the 
final nail in that path,” Scott said.

 Natalia Dodov said borough 
officials were playing her family 
for fools. “She excused the 

By Tom Morphet
Valentine’s Day is starting 

about a week early this year, with 
offerings including sweets, tea 
and a free child-sitting session, 
starting today.

 Residents can get a jump on 
treats at the annual dessert auction 
and performance fund-raiser 
hosted by the Haines High School 
Drama, Debate and Forensics 
team, 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 7, in 
the high school open area.

 The event typically includes 
some ornately decorated and 

elaborate confections. “I don’t 
think you can get anything like this 
around here,” said Cindy Buxton, 
a parent organizer. Although 
top desserts can fetch hundreds 
of dollars, not all items are that 
expensive, she said.

 Two sets of “dinner-for-two” 
homemade meals also will be 
auctioned, as well as pieces of 
artwork. Proceeds help pay for the 
team’s annual trip to Anchorage 
for the state championship meet.

By Tom Morphet
A recent state Department of 

Transportation action scrapping 
plans for the “Alaska-class” ferry 
for two, smaller shuttle ferries 
has spawned a series of regional 
meetings as well as continued 
questions and criticism from local 
leaders.

 The revised plan stems from an 
effort DOT started in 2006 aimed 
at lengthening roads throughout 
the region and connect ing 
communities by shuttle ferry, 
including extending a road north 
of Juneau to Katzehin, according 
to state DOT Commissioner Pat 
Kemp.

 Kemp and Alaska Gov. Sean 
Parnell have been explaining 
the changes to groups around 

Southeas t  and  the  Alaska 
Legislature since the change 
was announced in December. 
On Dec. 20, DOT issued a four-
page “white paper” on the matter, 
according to a Dec. 29 story in the 
Ketchikan Daily News.

 “What we’re doing now, we’re 
basing this vessel on the needs of 
the Juneau Access Project,” Kemp 
said, according to the Ketchikan 
newspaper.

 DOT officials, however, say 
the shuttle ferries will be able to 
navigate Lynn Canal in winter in 
the absence of a road.

 “If they run to Katzehin or 
Auke Bay, they’re being designed 
for Lynn Canal,” said agency 
spokesman Jeremy Woodrow. 
Concept design reports on the 

shuttle – including addressing 
ques t ions  abou t  cos t  and 
seaworthiness raised by members 
of the public and state legislators – 
are expected to be finalized by the 
end of February, Woodrow said.

 Commissioner Kemp has 
characterized the 350-foot Alaska-
class boat as the product of add-
ons during the public hearings 
process that increased the 2006 
price of $30 million to $150 
million or more in 2012. 

 Advocates of the new plan 
say smaller boats will be less 
expensive to build and operate, 
provide jobs including by possibly 
homeporting in Haines, and 
increase access by allowing for 
more frequency of sailings.

 Kemp has described the shuttle 

vessels as between 260 and 300 
feet long and able to carry up to 
60 cars and 450 passengers. He 
believes two such vessels could 
be built for $100 million.

The ships would have the same 
“seakeeping abilities” of the ferry 
Taku, including being able to sail 
between Haines and Juneau when 
avalanche-control activities in 
winter force road closures, he said.

 Narrower  than mainl ine 
vessels, the vessels could operate 
only 12 hours at a time and would 
not have berths for passengers or 
crew, according to the Kemp’s 
plan. The ferries would have doors 
at the bow and stern, allowing even 
large vehicles to drive onto and off 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough has grown 

by nearly 4.5 percent in the past 
two years, but state demographers 
are saying the current population 
of 2,620 has likely flat-lined and 
will not grow substantially beyond 
that for the next several decades.

The borough expanded from 
2,508 people to 2,620 between 
2010 to 2012, according to recently 
released population estimates from 
the Alaska Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development. 
The population grew by 106 from 
2010-2011, but  increased only by 
six people from 2011-2012.

“This last year has been quite 
a bit slower than 2010-2011. It 
is another year of growth, but we 
don’t know if it will continue. We 
do know Southeast has the lowest 
growth due to natural increase, 
because of the older population 
and lower birth rates,” said Eddie 
Hunsinger, a state demographer.

The town’s population naturally 
increased by 16 people in the past 
two years, meaning there were 16 
more births than deaths. 

The borough has one of the 
lowest birth rates in the state, 
Hunsinger said. Because of that, 
Haines and Southeast in general 
need to have that much more net 
migration to grow as fast as the 
rest of the state.

Of the 112-person increase in 
the past two years, 96 of those 
were people moving into town. 
Mayor Stephanie Scott speculated 
the economic climate in the Lower 
48 might be driving some of the 
in-migration.

“Apparently there are more 
employment opportunities in 
Alaska than elsewhere – even 
here in Haines.  However, the new 
residents are more apt to be people 
who are mobile (without families 
or retired), and thus the school 
population may not be positively 
affected,” Scott said.

Borough manager Mark Earnest 
said any population increase, 
however small, has a positive 
impact on the community.

“It has a direct effect on our 
state revenue sharing payments. 
That program is set up for per 
capita distribution. So that’s very 
good,” Earnest said.

Sco t t  ag reed ,  c i t i ng  an 
observation Haines resident 
Bart Henderson made on a radio 
program several years ago: 
“There’s nothing that couldn’t be 
fixed in Haines by an extra 1,000 
people.” 

More people means lower sewer 
rates, lower harbor rates, and other 
benefits, Scott said. “Our cost per 
unit is high because we don’t have 
a lot of volume.”

Hunsinger said the Department 
of Labor, using historical data, 
does not expect Haines to continue 
growing; in fact, he does not 

See TOWN page 12



Page 2        Chilkat Valley News          February 7, 2013

 
Save the DateLetters to the Editor To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-2688 or 

e-mail cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.

Vol. XLII  #5   February 7, 2013

Chilkat Valley 
News

Office: Main Street, Haines.
 Mailing: Box 630, Haines AK 99827

Tel: (907)766-2688
E-mail: cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Subscription rates: 
Haines, $42 plus tax; 

2nd Class, Alaska, $48; 
2nd Class, Out of state, $54; 

1st Class, $75 
Periodical postage paid at 

Haines, AK 99827

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 

Box 630, Haines, AK 99827

(ISSN8750-3336)
USPS Publication No. 500290
is published weekly, except the 
last week Dec. & 1st week Jan.

Publisher: Tom Morphet
Staff: Karen Garcia, Cassie Miller

Contributors: Sara Callaghan Chapell, 
Heather Lende, Rosalie Loewen

See DULY page 3

Thursday, Feb. 7  
 Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. in the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
 Burger Night, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion.
 DDF Annual Dessert Auction and 
Performance fundraiser, 7 p.m. in the high 
school open area.
 Open Gym Basketball, 8:30 to 10 p.m. in 
the high school gym.
Friday, Feb. 8
 Afterschool Games, 3:30 p.m; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library.
 Peace Corps,VISTA and Americorps 
Volunteer Potluck,  6 p.m.  For more information 
contact Pam Randles 766-3664 or pamrandles@
aptalaska.net.
 Haines Glacier Bears boys’ basketball vs.
Craig, 6:30 p.m. Games also Saturday.
 Haines Chamber of Commerce luncheon, 
noon at the eagle foundation.
Saturday, Feb. 9
 Valentine’s Day Breakfast, 7:30 to 11 a.m. 
in the school cafeteria. Money raised for fourth 
grade trip to Yukon Territory. 
 Haines Winter Games starts 10 a.m. at the 
fairgrounds. For more information call 766-
2476 or go to www.seakfair.org.
 Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp Number 5 
regular business, 1 to 2:30 p.m. in the library 
conference room.
 Valentine’s Tea, 1 to 3 p.m. at Presbyterian 
Church. All women are invited. 
 Valentine’s Day Bazaar, noon to 4 p.m. Love 
songs at 2 p.m. at the ANB-ANS Hall.
Sunday, Feb. 10
 Open Gym, 2 to 4 p.m. volleyball and 
women’s basketball, 4 to 6 p.m. men’s basketball, 
in the high school gym.
 The Northern Light Showcase, 7 p.m. at 
the Chilkat Center. 
Monday, Feb. 11
    Care-a-Van Service available for seniors 
60+,  Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 766-2383. 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Senior Exercises, 11:15 a.m. at the senior 
center. Same time Wednesday.
  60+? Join us for lunch, Monday through 
Wednesday, noon at senior center. 766-2383.
 Afterschool Art, 3:30 p.m.; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library.
 History Day award ceremony, 7 p.m. at the 
museum. 
Tuesday, Feb. 12
 Haines Sportsmen’s Association meeting, 

6 p.m. at the firehall.
 Mardi Gras Party, 6 p.m. potluck at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church.
 Tlingit Language Class cancelled, resumes 
next week.
 Haines Glacier Bears girls’ basketball vs. 
Wrangell, 6:30 p.m.   
Wednesday, Feb. 13
 Museum Walk and Talk, 9 a.m. at the 
Sheldon Museum. Call 766-2366 for information.
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at the elementary school gym. Call 766-
2152 for more information.
 Afterschool Art, 3:30 p.m; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library.
 We the People presents: “Heist: Who Stole 
the American Dream,” 6 p.m. at the muse-
um. 
 Open Gym Volleyball, 8:30 to 10 p.m. in the 
high school gym.
Thursday, Feb 14
 Date Night for Parents, 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
library. Drop off kids ages 3 to 10 for Valen-
tine’s Party. Parents enjoy dinner at restaurant 
or home.
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meets, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Dick Hotch Tournament in the high school 
gym.
Friday, Feb 15
 Annual Baby Photo, noon to 2:30 p.m. 
in Haines Public Health Conference Room. 
Haines babies born between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 
2012 and family.
 Haines Glacier Bears boys’ basketball vs.
Metlakatla, 6:30 p.m. Games also Saturday. 
Saturday, Feb. 16
 Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting,   
1 p.m. at Port Chilkoot Bible Church. Child-
care provided.
Tuesday, Feb. 19
 Tlingit Language Class,  6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
museum. Learn the local native Tlingit language. 
All ages and abilities welcome.
Thursday Feb. 21
 Empowering Communities through 
the Permitting Process, presented by Guy             
Archibald of SEACC, 6 p.m. at the museum.
Friday, Feb. 22
 Upper Lynn Canal Fish & Game Advisory 
Committee, 12:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 The Good Lovelies, an all-female Cana-
dian folk trio, 7:30 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Presented by the Haines Arts Council.
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Time for AP&T to deliver better service

Last year, Alaska Power & Telephone’s Bryant Smith promised the 
community improved Internet service and rates in 2012. “There are 
currently no obstacles prohibiting AP&T from offering fair rates for 
speed and usage for our broadband service to best serve the community 
of Haines and we will continue to serve in that manner. We do expect 
to make modifications in 2012 to our broadband service tiers and look 
forward to the possibility of your approval.” It is now February 2013 
and no changes have been forthcoming.

 Approximately half of AP&T’s Internet customers in Haines are 
paying $50/$60 month for Internet service (for most folks the maximum 
they can afford) and are still being held to 256K/512K of Internet speed 
while at the same time 8 MB of service are being offered to folks for 
$160/month. Smith suggested those folks at the lower tiers should be 
happy to be subsidizing those getting the bargain rates at the top tiers. 
“We believe the glass is half full and the cost of the 8 MB service tier 
at $160/month is underpriced and a great deal.”

 Basic service of less than 1 MB is limiting to educational and 
communication needs in today’s world, when even new computer help 
files are all web-based. It’s time for AP&T to stick to their word and 
alter their rates and service as promised to deliver improved service 
to those paying at least $50/month for their Internet service. Utility 
monopolies do not serve a community well. What’s up with making 
promises you don’t keep, AP&T?

                 Kathleen Menke 
   
Competing Internet service overdue

I subscribe to Alaska Power and Telephone’s Internet service at the 1 
MB rate with a maximum data transfer of 30 gigabytes. It’s expensive, 
and if I exceed 30 GB/month I pay a penalty. When my service is slow, 
which happens every so often, I call their technicians. They’re always 
friendly, but I’m offered the same explanation every time: My slow speed 
is due to too much line traffic down south. If that’s the case, and I’m 
willing to take AP&T at its word, I don’t actually have a 1 MB service. 

I should be charged at the 1 MB rate on the days AP&T in fact 
delivers that speed.  If my service is slow five days in a month, which 
I have verified by speed tests on their website, my bill for the month 
should go down proportionately. Similarly, setting base/maximum data 
transfer limits may be good for the company, but it isn’t fair to me as 
a consumer. They automatically monitor my usage every day – why 
shouldn’t I simply pay for the data I transfer each month, whether it 
is 1 GB or 100 GB? Why should I be charged for 30 GB every month 
when some months I only use 20 GB, but if the next month I use 31 GB 
I get slapped with a penalty?  

AP&T doesn’t have a monopoly to provide Internet service, as they 
do for power and phone. Another company, or the borough, could 
compete for that service. Some competition in the marketplace would 
seem to be overdue.

                   Gershon Cohen

Stop demonizing development, LCC 
 Lynn Canal Conservation said the road to Juneau would be an 

eyesore. But would not a vertical, two-mile-long pipeline, powerhouse, 
dock complex at Schubee Lake also be an eyesore to passing cruise 
ships and ferries? 

 Being 20 miles inland from the shipping lanes, would Connelly 
Lake also be an eyesore? And what would Connelly Lake hydro have in 
common with other Southeast hydro sites such as Goat Lake, Kasidaya 
Creek, Tyee Lake, Green Lake, Blue Lake, Swan Lake, Snettisham, 
Crystal Lake or Power Creek? Answer: They all either enhance or 
have zero effect on salmon habitat.

 Let’s let the power companies choose their hydro sites. Let’s let 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Department of Fish and Game, 
Division of Forestry, Environmental Protection Agency, etc., with their 
vast knowledge on these subjects, determine if a year-round, steady 
flow of water from Connelly Lake would have a positive, negative or 
zero effect on salmon habitat. LCC needs to quit demonizing positive 
development projects. It’s not helpful or ethical.

 Also, the road to Juneau is not new. It was started about 35 years 
ago. Echo Cove is the halfway point.

         Dave Werner

Donations power Dolphins’ swim meet
 The Haines Dolphins Swim Team and board members would like to 

send out a big thank you to the following for a fantastic Winter Games 
2013 swim meet held here Jan. 18-20:

 · Chilkat Valley Community Foundation, which awarded HDST a 
grant that funded our new laptops that run and keep the meet running 
smoothly;

 · The generous donations that enable us to keep the swim program 
alive from Haines Borough, Haines Sportsman’s Association, Haines 
Woman’s Club, Lucy Harrell, Anne Isaacson, Larry and Nelle Jurgeleit, 
Liz and Tom Heywood, Lutak Lumber, Mountain Market, Parts Place, 
Susan and Joe Poor, Gregg Richmond, Sockeye Cycle, Southeast 
Roadbuilders, The Good Boat (Art Jess and Leanne Converse), Donna 
and Wayne Walter, and Paul Wheeler and Jeanne Kitayama;

 · Alaska Power & Telephone for providing wireless access to the 
swim meet during the weekend at the Haines pool;

 · Howsers, Olerud’s, and Mountain Market for their generous 
donations to our hospitality room;

 · The visiting teams and swim officials from Whitehorse, Juneau, 
their swimmers and parents for helping to make a great experience for 
all;

 · The Haines pool staff for their diligence and enthusiasm;
 · HDST families and swimmers who made this year’s Winter Games 

truly exciting and possible; and, 
 All the folks from Haines, who volunteered during the weekend. (You 

know who you are.) Thanks so very much. We can’t do it every year 
without all of you!

        KC O’Connor

By Sara Callaghan Chapell
Patty Brown attended the 

57 th Presidential  Inaugural 
Ceremonies in Washington, D.C. 
She worked through U.S. Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski’s office to score 
a standing-room ticket to the Jan. 
21 event on the Capitol Mall. 
Patty said ticketholders were 
packed into the viewing area, 
but the crowd was peaceful and 
celebratory. “It was inspirational 
and really connecting,” she said. 
Patty was impressed by the 
President’s speech. “He talked 
about all the things I cared about. 
It felt really inclusive.” Patty made 
the most of her time in the capital. 
She attended the Alaska State 
Society gathering Saturday night, 
with U.S. Sen. Mark Begich in 
attendance. On Sunday night she 
went to the Green Ball, where 
speakers including Bill Nye “The 
Science Guy” and “Breaking 
Bad” actor Giancarlo Esposito 
talked about environmental and 
clean tech issues while the likes of 
Sheila E and Mayor Hawthorne 
performed. She described the 
event as elegant. Vice President 
Joe  Biden  made a surprise 
appearance, delivering an upbeat 
speech, she said.

 Dr. Marnie Hartman has 
completed a 200-hour yoga 
teacher training with Vinyasa 
instructor Tiffany Cruikshank. 
The training program included 

two, week-long retreats and 
remote coursework. Marnie was 
one of 50 U.S. and overseas 
students in the class. Retreats were 
rigorous, including up to 10 hours 
of yoga each day. Marnie, who 
teaches a yoga class on Tuesday 
evenings, said the class has made 
her more enthusiastic and able 
to bridge her understanding of 
body mechanics with a traditional 
and modern approach to yoga. 
“It’s an athletic, fluid style of 
yoga,” she said. “It’s made me 
a more confident teacher.” In 
addition to Marnie’s class, Melina 
Shields teaches class yoga twice a 
week. More than 20 local students 
attended a two-session workshop 
with Ashtanga practitioner Jodee 
Goldberry last weekend. Nancy 
McGrew is leading a twice-
weekly yoga series beginning 
Feb. 18. Check the Haines Yoga 
Facebook page for details.

 Paul Wheeler, Beth Fenhaus 
and Sean Bryant represented 
Haines Brewing Co. at last month’s 
Great Alaska Beer and Barleywine 
Festival in Anchorage. The event 
is a chance for Wheeler to promote 
his brews and rub elbows with 
other brewers statewide. Wheeler 
was one of four brewers who made 
a Pecan Nut Brown Ale for the 
event using the same recipe. “Ours 
was voted the smoothest, but they 
were all good, but different,” 
Wheeler said. Other breweries 

making the same beer included 
Denali Brewing Co., Midnight 
Sun Brewing Co. and Kenai River 
Brewing Co.

 The Haines Chamber of 
Commerce recently held board 
elections and elected officers for 
the coming years. Officers include 
president Barbara Mulford, vice 
president Allen Turner, secretary 
Judith McDermaid and treasurer 
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OFFICE GOING UP -- Les Katzeek, left, and Nick Kokotovich sheath a wall above the entrance of 
the Chilkoot Indian Association office project on Third Avenue Tuesday afternoon. 

DULY from page 1

Little deterioration, and roof still good 

dave@hainesrealestate.com
jeanne@hainesrealestate.com

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

jim@hainesrealestate.com
pam@hainesrealestate.com

 Check out all our listings on our website. 

NEW - Land Acreage or Lots. Spring is near. 

$49,500

$34,500

$40,000

$79,000

 

Are you just now considering a cabin or home?
18 Mile, 1 or 2 lots.  Southern exposure both ready for a cabin or home.  
     2 plus acres.

18 Mile Haines Highway, Goat Ridge Subdivision, Wooded lot, power. 
     1 plus acre.

26 Mile Haines Highway, secluded location but easy highway access.
     3 plus acres.

Mud Bay 4 acre lot, University subdivision, nice wooded lot under ground power.

Interested in 
sponsoring this space? 

Call us 766-2688

Kyle’s                                
        Corner

Kyle Fossman
UAA Seawolf

(3-7 three-pointers)

 vs C. Washington   Jan. 31 
   UAA Won. 98 - 69

   Pts: 26  
   Asst: 1     Reb: 9     Min: 38
 vs NW Nazarene             Feb. 2     

UAA Won. 73 - 72
 

   Asst: 3     Reb: 3     Min: 40 
   Pts: 15 

(4-6 three-pointers)

The Seawolves upcoming games 
are against:
    Saint Martin’s Feb. 7
    Western Oregon Feb. 9 

Firehall building structurally OK

Also

from

Bell’s Store
great Fresh Alaskan Seafood.

Happy Valentine’s day 
Thursday Feb. 14th

766-2950
Early Orders Appreciated

Beautiful Potted Flowers
and

Fresh bouquets
for your Valentine

22 N. Second Ave

mardi gras 
party

Tuesday, February 12
6:00 P.M.
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
Potluck Dinner
Everyone Welcome

Putting away the leash and broom
Due to personal reasons, I am hanging up the leash and putting the 

broom in the closet as of March 10. I will no longer be offering my 
dogsitting, housesitting and housecleaning services. I thank you for 
trusting me in your home and most of all with your wonderful pets that 
brought me lots of happiness. Thank you so much.

               Natasha Coleman

Director salutes Hospice volunteers 
 It happens every single day in Haines, in Klukwan, and in all of 

our outlying communities: Neighbors, friends and family members 
are checking in and taking care of one another. Acts of kindness are 
abundant. 

 What distinguishes a hospice volunteer is a small difference in 
the beginning. Hospice is called and asked if we are able to help 
in someone’s home or in Haines Assisted Living. Our volunteer 
coordinator, Shannon McPhetres, in turn asks our volunteers if someone 
has a few hours a week and then carefully makes a perfect match. A 
place and time to meet is established and after a few visits, a lovely 
new friendship emerges.

 Hospice of Haines wishes to acknowledge the 39 volunteers who 
stepped forward, when asked, and visited 29 individuals for over 1,900 
hours in 2012. Every hour a volunteer offers is a blessed gift and a 
blessing in return.

 On behalf of the board of Hospice of Haines and those we serve, 
thank you volunteers. 

              Beth MacCready, Director 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough public 

safety building’s physical structure 
is in fair to good shape, according 
to a draft report recently released 
by PND Engineers, Inc.

The building as a whole, 
including its electrical and 
mechanical systems, was rated 
as “poor” by Anchorage-based 
architectural firm McCool Carlson 
Green last fall.

Manager Mark Earnest said 
the borough decided to conduct 
an additional study on the public 
safety building after receiving the 
McCool Carlson Green report, 
which surveyed seven borough 
buildings and concluded the 
public safety building was in the 
worst shape.

“What we decided to do was just 
focus on the structural component 
first, with the idea being that if 
it was not structurally sound, 
there was no sense in putting 
more money into looking at the 
mechanical issues or the rest of 
the analysis,” Earnest said.

A structural remodel of the 
building, according to PND, 
would cost $508,000. It would 
cost another $150,000 to install 
an elevator for ADA accessibility. 
McCool Carlson Green architect 
Jason Gamache estimated an 
entire, overall remodel would cost 
about $3.5 million.

PND’s draft report, composed 
by Chris Gianotti, determined 
the building has “little to no 
signs of deterioration, excessive 
deformation or distress.” It also 
stated the building’s roofing is 

performing well, that no active 
leaks have been identified, and 
that the roofing will likely hold up 
for the eight to 12 years remaining 
in its expected life.

“I wasn’t expecting any one 
thing, but I was a bit surprised 
that the building appears to be as 
structurally sound as the report 
indicated,” Earnest said.

Structural problems included 
deteriorating siding, excessive 
water in the crawl space, improper 
ventilation in the crawl space, 
deterioration of the base wall 
between the bay doors, and 
concrete stoops at the doors in 
the apparatus bay not being large 
enough to meet code requirements.

Earnest said the next step in 
the process is conducting further 
studies to determine if the 
mechanical, electrical and other 
building components represent 
“fatal flaws” in the structure. 
The PND and McCool Carlson 
Green studies do not contain 
enough information for the 
borough to decide whether to 
renovate, remodel, or reconstruct 
the public safety building at this 
time, Earnest said.

“We don’t  have  enough 
information right now to make 
that determination. We want to 
do another cut of the analysis 
of the existing structure. Maybe 
that will turn out that the building 
can’t be reused for some reason. 
It may turn out that the building 
is perfectly sound. It may be that 
certain parts of that building can 
be reused,” Earnest said.

Public facilities director Carlos 

Jimenez said it is his personal 
opinion that further studies are not 
required at this time. “My feeling 
is that the borough could use a 
new facility,” Jimenez said.

“I’m certainly not in the position 
that I’m recommending further 
assessments of the building, but 
it’s going to take the whole team 
to review the report and make the 
decision,” he said.

Jimenez said the report, which 
PND estimated to cost about 
$3,000, is useful because it provides 
solid information and rationale to 
point to in the event of a decision 
to completely reconstruct.

“My feeling is when the school 
was torn down, there was a lot of 
controversy about whether or not 
it should have been done. So if 
we’re going to tear down another 
building, I’d at least like to have 
some back-up saying ‘Yes, it 
should go,’” Jimenez said.

Jimenez said it is not his place 
to tell the assembly where to spend 
tax dollars, and that ultimately his 
job is to make recommendations to 
the best of his ability and answer 
any questions the assembly might 
have on the matter.

Earnest said the assembly and 
Facilities Master Plan Steering 
Committee will be given a copy 
of the report and asked for input, 
although he said he reserves the 
right to contract with companies 
for further analyses without 
assembly input if the cost is less 
than $10,000.

The borough recently requested 
$90 ,000  f rom the  Alaska 
Legislature for a programming 
and concept design study for the 
building, Jimenez said.

Patty Campbell. Other board 
members include Brenda Jones, 
Will Prisciandaro, Jan Hill, 
Evangeline Willard-Hoy and 
Kristine Harder.

  Tara Bicknell is home from 
two months of traveling in Texas 
and the Gulf Coast. She officiated 
her twin sister’s wedding Oct. 
20. Trisha Bicknell married 
Joe Martin on the beach in 
Surfside, Texas, where the sisters 
vacationed growing up. Tara 
brought a taste of Haines with her 
for the wedding, including halibut 
from Gregg Bigsby and smoked 
salmon from Jimbo Stevens. 
While in Texas she saw Maggie 
Stern in Austin, who gave her an 
impromptu bang trim in the ladies 
room of the Continental Club. 
She also saw Mark and Joan 
Sizemore at an Austin club, and 
stayed with former resident Emily 
Cowles, who works at a bike shop 
and took Tara on an “epic” bike 
ride all over the city.

 Ted and Kat Cheney are 
the new managers at Mosey’s 
Cantina. They’re opening the 
restaurant beginning Feb. 13. 

Owner Martha Stewart arrives 
this weekend to help. This is Ted’s 
third year in the kitchen. Ted and 
Kat joined Martha and Thad on 
the Rio Grande River to roast 
chilies for the restaurant last fall. 
Ted says that while they aren’t 
planning any menu changes, they 
hope to keep the restaurant open 
through winter months.

 “Wear Red Day,” the SEARHC 
Wi s e w o m a n  h e a r t - h e a l t h 
awareness event, was a great 
success, said organizer Kathy 
Friedle. Participants spotted 
wearing red last Friday were 
entered into a drawing to win a 
$50 gift certificate to Olerud’s 
Market. “It was amazing this 
year – people were ready,” she 
said. She entered 89 people in the 
drawing and handed out pins and 
educational information. Borough 
Deputy Clerk Michelle Webb was 
the drawing winner. Wisewoman 
is sponsoring another Wear Red 
event during the Dick Hotch 
basketball tournament Feb. 14-17. 
Participants seen wearing red will 
be entered into a second drawing 
at the tournament.
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Local acts to light up showcase on Sunday

Actors
sought
for dramaFrostbite Music Fest

will feature 28 acts

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile 
         Roadhouse

Arts Outlook  

   Harbor Bar  
February Hours  

   Mon - Sat open at 6 p.m.           
3 Ball Pool Tournament Monday 7 p.m.
9 Ball Pool Tournament Tuesday 8 p.m.

World Tavern Poker 
Wed & Sat - 7 & 10 p.m.

Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.
Friday Feb. 8

Season awards 7 p.m.
Tavern Championship 8 p.m.

Friday Feb. 15
Tournament of Champions 8 pm

        Closed for the season

close 9 p.m. 
(or later)

WINTER HOURS 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 7893127

Dusty Trails
Apartments

270 2nd Ave. South, Haines, AK
Call 907-766-2329

· Rent subsidized by
   USDA Rural Development
· Rent Based on Income
   for Eligible Households

· 1,2 & 3 bedrooms · Carpet · Storage Area
· Appliances · On-Site Laundry Facility

· Off-Street Parking
Hearing Impaired

1-800-253-4091

’

MOSEYS 

DINNER 5-8:30

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
MON, WED, THUR, FRI

EVERY NIGHT EXCEPT TUES

766-2320

IS BACK!YIPPEE!!

OPENING for DINNER
  Wednesday, Feb. 13  

By Karen Garcia
The Yukon’s Frostbite Music 

Festival will celebrate its 35th 
anniversary Feb. 15-17 with three 
days of performances, sessions 
and workshops held by more than 
two dozen artists from across 
Canada.  

Held in Whitehorse, Y.T., 
Frostbite lures more than 2,000 
attendees out during the heart of 
Canada’s bleak, often subzero 
winter. Festival producer Stacey 
MacLean said organizing the 
North’s only winter festival is a 
challenge for that very reason.

“We’re in the North, so that’s 
always a bit of  a difficulty because 
you have to get the musicians up 
here and get the people out of 
the house when it’s minus 40,” 
MacLean said.

Head l in ing  th i s  yea r  i s 
Hollerado, an indie rock four-
piece originally from Ottawa, 
Ontario. The group has performed 
with The Stills and Malajube, and 
their sound has been compared to 
Weezer, Supergrass and Stephen 
Malkmus.

Frostbite’s 28-artist line-up also 
features Tribe Called Red, a First 
Nations group which MacLean 
re fe r red  to  as  “pow-wow 
dubstep.” Other big names on the 
bill include The Once (a folk trio 
from St. John’s, Newfoundland), 
Dave Gunning (a folk/Celtic 
singer-songwriter from Pictou 
County, Nova Scotia), and Patrick 
Brealey (a folk/country/blues 

singer-songwriter from Toronto, 
Ontario).

Unlike other festivals in 
Canada and the United States that 
brand themselves as “bluegrass 
festivals” or “indie rock festivals,” 
Frostbite’s eclectic line-up defies 
categorization.

“You can’t label it. There’s a 
French musician coming, there’s 
a First Nations band, there’s hip-
hop, there’s country, there’s indie, 
there’s rock. You’re going to hit 
many, many genres of music at 
this festival. There’s something 
for everybody,” MacLean said.

MacLean,  who is  a t  the 
festival’s helm for the first time, 
said Frostbite has had its share 
of hardships. But after previous 
producer Andrea Burgoyne 
stepped in and took care of the 
festival’s debt problems and 
implemented better management, 
the festival is again heading in the 
right direction.

“It’s definitely had its ups and 
downs. It’s been a very important 
part of Whitehorse history and it 
has shared different stops. But I 
would say we’re definitely on the 
upswing,” MacLean said.

The festival is held at the Yukon 
Arts Centre and Yukon College 
and features three venues, which 
usually run simultaneously. Friday 
night will feature a “Battle of the 
Bands” and Saturday afternoon 
will have songwriter circles.

For tickets and nformation, 
visit www.frostbitefest.ca.

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Arts Council is 

“bringing light into the community 
in the darkness of winter” with its 
Northern Light Showcase at the 
Chilkat Center lobby at 7 p.m. 
Feb. 10.

The showcase will feature 
nine acts. Eight of the nine acts 
are musical; Joe Parnell will be 
mixing things up with his comedy 
routine. 

“You’ll get a huge variety of 
exposure to local talent. It’s up 
close and personal. It’s your 
friends; you know them all. And 
it’s usually quite impressive the 
amount of talent we find right 
here in our community,” said 
Tom Heywood, president of the 
arts council.

Heywood’s band, the Hi-De-
Hos, will be playing swing, folk 
and jazz music. Other performers 
include Greg Horner, Melina 
Shields, Tully Devine and the 
Interventions, Gina Randles, 
Randy McDonald, Maggie Stern 
and Sylvia Heinz.

Heywood said the event is by 
invitation, and the council usually 

Canadian female folk trio 
the Good Lovelies are bringing 
their witty on-stage banter and 
lighthearted songwriting to the 
Chilkat Center Feb. 22 at 7:30 
p.m.

The show is presented by the 
Haines Arts Council.

The Good Lovelies, composed 
of Caroline Brooks, Kerri Ough 
and Sue Passmore, formed in 
2006 after performing their first 

 Auditions for “Dinner with 
Fr iends ,”  a  Pul i tzer-pr ize 
winning drama about middle-age 
friendship and divorce, will be 
held 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9, in 
the public library reading room.

 There are parts for two adult 
men and two adult women. The 
characters are “forty-ish,” said 
director Tod Sebens.

 Sebens said he is hoping to 
stage the play in the first week of 
April.

 “It’s a challenging play that has 
seven sets. It’s about relationships 
and love and divorce. There’s 
more complex dialogue than 
we’ve had in the past couple 
plays,” Sebens said, comparing 
the play to “Wit,” a drama he 
directed several years ago.

 Sebens said his choice of 
the play was influenced by the 
number of awards it had won. 
Besides the 2000 Pulitzer for 
drama, “Dinner with Friends” won 
the 2000 Lucille Lortel Award for 
Outstanding Off-Broadway Play, 
the 2000 Dramatists Guild Hull 
Warriner Award and the American 
Theatre Critics Association New 
Play Award.

 “This is really more a drama,” 
and requires actors to convey a 
range of feelings, he said. 

 Sebens has paperwork on the 
show, including descriptions of 
characters. For more information, 
call him at 907-321-2302. 

 Sebens also directed “Dixie 
Swim Club,” the most recent 
production by Lynn Canal 
Community Players.   

show at Toronto’s Gladstone 
Hotel. Three-part harmonies, 
constant instrument swapping, and 
“irresistibly buoyant dispositions” 
make for lively performances, 
according to the band’s website.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 
for seniors, $5 for students and 
$40 for families.

Look for a preview of the Good 
Lovelies’ Feb. 22 show in an 
upcoming issue of the CVN. 

‘Good Lovelies’ show set 

tries to select artists with the idea 
of variety in mind. 

“We usually try to have a 
classical musician, an author, a 
singer. We like to get new people 
as well as people who have done 
it before,” Heywood said.

B o t h  a u t h o r s  H e y w o o d 
contac ted  were  unable  to 
participate, as were several other 
musicians.

Stern said arts council member 
Anne Hanssen approached her and 
asked if she wanted to participate 
in the showcase. Even though 
Stern hasn’t played her guitar in 
public for 15 years, she agreed.

“I feel like I’m among friends. 

I’m not a professional and I’m just 
going to have fun and share music 
that I enjoy,” Stern said.

Heywood said the event is a 
sit-down, casual affair with a 
coffeehouse vibe; the lobby’s 
space doesn’t facilitate dancing. 
More than anything the showcase 
is an opportunity for locals to get 
out of the house and see what their 
neighbors can do.

“It gives local people an 
opportunity to tune up their skills 
in the winter when nothing else is 
really going on,” Heywood said.

Tickets are $8. Refreshments 
and desserts will be available.

The Good Lovelies
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LETTERS DEADLINE: 5 pm Mondays

Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through Mar. 09

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.IChooseWings.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:15  am 7:30 am Mon - Fri
 8:05 am  8:20 am Daily
11:45 pm  12:00 pm Daily
  3:15 pm      3:30 pm Daily
 4:00 pm 4:15 pm Mon - Fri 

   7:55 am 8:10 am Mon - Fri
 8:55 am 9:10 am Daily 
12:10 pm  12:25 pm Daily
 3:40 pm 3:55 pm Daily 
  4:25 pm  4:40 pm Mon - Fri

   8:20 am 8:55 am Mon - Fri
    9:20 am  9:55 am Daily
 12:35 pm  1:10 pm Daily
   4:05  pm    4:40 pm Daily

 7:20 am 7:55 am Daily
 11:00 am   11:35 am Daily
 2:30 pm 3:05 pm Daily
 3:15 pm 3:50 pm Mon - Fri 

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets for a FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines  800-354-2479· 766-3800

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau

 9:40 am
11:40 am
 2:25 pm

7:45 am
10:45 am 
 1:30 pm

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  Business Freight Delivery
Visit us at our new Juneau counterNEW NEW

PIZZA FACTORY -- Haines High School cheerleader Rosemary Martin shrink-wraps a pizza while 
coach Teri Bastable-Podsiki sorts orders Saturday at the cheer and dance team prepared 235 you-
bake pies for delivery about town.  They were hoping to make about $1,000. Proceeds will help pay 
travel and choreography. It’s the 14th year for the fund-raiser, said coach Teri Bastable-Podsiki. The 
dance team performs a light show at this weekend’s home basketball games. 

Talk: Weighing in on mine plans

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Fri 8 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 10 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Tue 11 2:15 pm 3:45 pm
Wed 13 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 14 2:00 pm No SKG
Fri 15 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 17 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Tue 18 11:45 am 1:45 pm
Wed 20 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 21 2:00 pm No SKG
Fri 22 11:30 am 12:30 pm

Fri 8 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 10 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Tue 11 8:30 pm 10:30 pm
Wed 13 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 14 No SKG 4:00 pm
Fri 15 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 17 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Tue 18 6:45 pm 9:15 pm
Wed 20 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 21 No SKG 4:00 pm

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
SUPPORTING EMOTIONAL

           FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES  
                 303-0010

Medicare & Private Insurance

 WELL BEING  

Office will be closed 
January 13 - Mid February

Do you have enough herbs?
Need an appointment before I leave?

By Tom Morphet
Air-exchange units in Haines 

High School’s relocated art room 
that are loud and interfering with 
teaching need to be replaced, 
according to facilities director 
Carlos Jimenez.

 Replacing the equipment 
may cost as much as $303,000, 
but Jimenez said this week 
he’d pursue a short-term fix 
including replacing motors, belts 
and “vibration isolators,” a less 
expensive option that might help 
reduce noise.

 Jimenez recently received 
a report on the units from 
Murray and Associates, a Juneau 
engineering firm that inspected 
the units for condition and noise 
problems.

 “These supply and exhaust 
fans are 40 years old and have 
reached the end of their service 
life. A condition survey performed 
in 2004 for the school prior to 
the new construction designated 
these fans as having 5-10 years’ 
life left,” wrote engineer Doug 
Murray.

 The report found the noise 
level in the art room with all fans 
operating measured 62 decibels, 
“at the upper end of acceptable 
noise levels for classrooms” at 65 
decibels.

 The south end of the art room 
sits below the building’s fan room, 
where three large fan systems 
supplied ventilation to the original 
high school building. With two 
of the fan systems shut off, the 
decibel level drops to 45, the 
report said.

 M u r r a y ’ s  l o n g - t e r m 
recommenda t ions  inc lude 
replacing the fan systems, 
modifying ductwork in the ceiling 
of the art room and modifying 
ductwork to reduce noise. 

 The borough also should 
consider installing an exhaust 
fan on the ceiling above the art 
room and kiln area to keep odors 
and fumes created in the art room 
from infiltrating the rest of the 
school, engineers said. 

 Noise in the art room includes 
rumbling from exposed ductwork, 
vibration noises coming directly 
from fans themselves and air noise 
that is turbulence “from the nature 
of the supply grilles mounted 
directly to the main duct with no 
branch duct.”

 Art teacher Linnus Danner 
has said the noise forces her to 
speak in a loud voice nearly all 
the time and makes it difficult to 
hear responses from students.

Jimenez said he would seek 
estimates on the report’s short-
term recommendations right 
away.

 The results of the report 
suggest that the Haines Borough 
may be helping in the replacement 
costs. 

 Mayor  S tephan ie  Sco t t 
previously said the school may 
be on the hook for the work if 
the ventilation system was still 
functional and the noise issue was 
one created by the school district’s 
decision to move the art program 
into the room.

 The borough is responsible for 
“major maintenance,” roughly 
defined as those upgrades and 
repair necessary for operating the 
school building.

  Scott said she was optimistic 
the borough would find money 
for the project. “It’s major 
maintenance if (the problem) 
makes the building inhospitable 
for education purposes, but it’s all 
borough money. It belongs to all 
of us... It’s going to be all sorted 
out,” she said.

By Tom Morphet
To influence regulat ions 

pertaining to development of 
a hard-rock mine in Haines, 
residents should weigh in on the 
scoping phase of an environmental 
impact statement, a speaker with 
a statewide environmental health 
and justice organization told 
a group at the Chilkat Center 
Friday.

 Heidi Zimmer, environmental 
health and justice coordinator for 
Alaska Community Action on 
Toxics, said the scoping stage – 
when regulatory agencies collect 
comments on what should be 
studied – is when to ask questions 
about potential impacts on 
fisheries, the possibility of acid 
runoff, and other issues, and make 
requests for studies.

 “Basically, the more you’re 
involved at the start of the process, 
the more impact you’ll have,” 
Zimmer said.

 Zimmer’s talk was sponsored 
by Lynn Canal Conservation, and 
the first in a series of four that will 
address water quality and mining.

 Zimmer said actions residents 
can take to safeguard public 

health include: asking questions 
about  potential  damage to 
water quality, fish habitat and 
community health,  putt ing 
pressure on regulatory agencies 
to prevent toxic releases, seeking 
comprehensive monitoring of 
potential pollutants, and insisting 
on reclamation bonds that would 
pay for treatment of mine wastes 
indefinitely.

 Zimmer cited a 2006 study 
funded by Earthworks, a mining 
industry watchdog organization 
that found of 25 major mines 
in the West,  more than 75 
percent violated federal water 
quality standards for surface or 
groundwater. 

 The study attributed water 
pollution from mines to inaccurate 
predictions, inadequate mitigation 
and regulatory failures. 

  The Earthworks study found 
acid-mine drainage, a process 
in which exposed rock leads to 
acidification of surface water, 
occurred at one third of the 25 
mines, including at Alaska’s 
Greens Creek mine, Zimmer said, 
noting that several of those came 
before 2006.

 Mining companies and state 
mining officials have been critical 
of the study. 

 Acid-mine drainage can last 
centuries, as evidenced by some 
that dates to mines of the Roman 
Empire, Zimmer said.

 Mining also can release heavy 

metals and toxic elements into the 
environment including arsenic, 
cadmium, zinc, copper, lead, 
vanadium and selenium. Such 
elements don’t break down or go 
away, but only migrate, she said.

 A problem is that the cost of 
a mining company’s required 
reclamation bonds – intended to 
protect the environment following 
a mine’s closure – is based on 
what is predicted in a reclamation 
plan,  she said.  Consult ing 
companies that propose expensive 
reclamation plans don’t find much 
work, Zimmer said.

 At the meeting’s end, assembly 
woman Debra Schnabel said 
that she would like to have 
more information on mitigation 
technology in order to have 
meaningful conversation with 
mining companies about potential 
impacts.

 Resident Jon Hirsh said 
that as a consumer of mining 
products, he’d like to hear “how 
we can mine and do it safe in the 
environment.”

 “We need to have a nuanced 
conversation,” Zimmer said. “It’s 
not ‘yes’ to all mining or ‘no’ to 
any mining. It’s evaluating it on a 
case-by-case basis and discussing 
the why and where and how of 
these types of questions.”

 Other speakers in the series 
will include: “To Permit or Not 
to Permit: How Communities 
Forge Win-Win Relationships 
for Economic Prosperity” by Guy 
Archibald, of Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council, 6 p.m. 
Feb. 21 at Sheldon Museum; 
“Aquatic Ecosystems and Human 
Health: How Our Collective 
Decision Making Can Affect 
Our Water Quality” with Dr. 
Francis Solomon, Evergreen State 
College, 2 p.m. March 23 at the 
public library; and, “Examining 
Sustainable Mining Practices” by 
Dr. Dave Chmabers, president of 
Science for Public participation, 6 

School ventilators
at end of service life
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Festooned phone booth a roadside attraction  

Pioneer Bar 

 OPEN
Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon 

7a - 2p, 5p - 8p
Closed Tues Wed Thurs

      Trivia
   Sat. 7 p.m.

BAMBOO ROOM 
Restaurant

Valentine’s Day  
 open for Dinner 

Special 
Steak & Lobster

          Call to reserve
        314-0444

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
 When you are hunting in Alaska, you can communicate 
with other hunters in the fi eld in any non-electronic way. 
You can whistle, shout, use hand signals, or even mir-
ror fl ashes, but no radios. No toy walkie-talkies, C.B.s or 
short- wave radios are legal while hunting. And you can’t 
help someone on the ground while you are fl ying, either. 
Work out your fi eld communications before you start your 
hunt.
 Alaska Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a group of private 
citizens dedicated to protecting our state’s fi sh and wild-
life. If you think you have seen a hunting or fi shing viola-
tion, report it. Call 1-800-478-3377. You may be eligible 
for a reward. Help make Alaska a better place.
 “Know Before You Go”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

Robin Grace     LCSW

Relational Psychotherapist 
Phone and skype might be 

an option for you
541 914 4914

By Tom Morphet
There are no pay phones in the 

Chilkat Valley, but a phone booth 
at 25 Mile has become a roadside 
attraction.

 Resident Natasha Coleman 
salvaged an old GTE phone booth 
two years ago, around the same 
time Alaska Power and Telephone 
was disconnecting the town’s last 
pay phones.

 She planted it by the road in 
front of her recycled-parts cabin 
and decorates it with holiday 
themes, and with flowers and 
flags. “I like phones. I’ve always 
been fascinated by them. When 
they were pulling them out of 
town, I thought, ‘How sad,’” she 
said. 

 There’s a real phone in the 
booth, and others mounted on 
trees around the property and a 
collection of antique ones inside. 
None of them work, however.

 Coleman, a school janitor, 
doesn’t have phone or electric 
service at her cabin, due to the cost 
of connecting to utilities along the 
highway. 

 That’s been an issue for some 
motorists who stop at her place, 
hoping to place a call. They’ve 
left angry messages on a visitor’s 
log she has in the booth. But 
mostly the response she gets 
to the attraction she calls “The 

Last Call” is positive. She leaves 
business cards with her e-mail 
address inside. 

 Visitors send her photos 
they’ve taken at the spot. One 
that Coleman has posted in the 
booth shows a team of women 
riders from the Kluane-Chilkat 
bicycle relay crammed inside.

 “That’s one of my favorites. 
People from all over the world 
have signed (the log) or taken a 
card or e-mailed me,” Coleman 
said. They also leave lapel pins 
or bar tokens from the Lower 48 
and overseas.

 Coleman, who built her place 
in 2009, said she grew up with 
yard art and she realizes some 
people think her display is over 
the top. “Luckily, I have a cool 
boyfriend who helps me with the 
decoration. He looks at me funny 
and shakes his head and says al-
right-ee. He’s a big help. I make 
the stuff and he climbs the ladder.”

 Coleman decorates the booth 
for Christmas, Fourth of July, 
Easter and Valentine’s Day, using 
generator power to light her 

displays. This year, at the request 
of students she sees at work, she’ll 
also be creating a St. Patrick’s Day 
scene.

  Her favorite is Halloween. 
Her displays have included 
headstones, illuminated skulls 
and bones coming up out of 
the ground, scary noises and 
lifelike figures. She once created 
a ghoulish scene of a body 
being split by a saw blade, then 
decided against it. “I work on the 
elementary side (of the school). 
The kids think (my displays) are 
cool, but I don’t want to freak 
them out too much.”

 Coleman and her boyfriend 
a l so  he lped  resur rec t  the 
“Honeymoon Hotel,” the façade 
of an old, roadside cabin near 
25 Mile that the late Haines 
businessman Dennis Miles used 
to prop up. She said she was not 
responsible for a Christmas tree at 
7.5 Mile Haines Highway that for 
years was decorated anonymously 
in different holiday themes, but 
she did add ornaments to it a few 
times.

Natasha Coleman

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough has put 

together its bargaining team for 
upcoming negotiations with the 
Local 71 Union regarding a new 
collective bargaining agreement 
for borough workers.

The  cu r ren t ,  t h ree -yea r 
agreement expires June 30, 2013. 

The borough’s team consists 
of Mayor Stephanie Scott , 
personnel committee chair Joanne 
Waterman, borough manager 
Mark Earnest, chief fiscal officer 
Jila Stuart and police chief Gary 
Lowe. Earnest is spokesman for 
the borough’s bargaining team.

Cathy Keller, who handles 
payroll and accounts payable for 
the borough, is a member of the 
union’s negotiating team and said 
the union is still looking for local 
employees to sit on its bargaining 
team. 

The only other confirmed 
member is water and sewer 
operator Scott Bradford. Juneau-
based Tom Brice is the union’s 
spokesman in the negotiations.

Keller said she anticipates the 
union team will have an initial 
meeting at some point in February. 
“That meeting will be getting 
together to talk about what we want 
to ask for or what changes we would 
like to make,” she said.

Earnest said the borough team 
will also hold an initial meeting 
in February. Both teams will then 
agree to meet to lay down ground 
rules for the negotiations. One of 
those ground rules, Keller said, 
is not talking to the media or 
disclosing what the union will be 
asking for. “The very first thing 
we do when we start to negotiate 
is we agree that we don’t talk to 
the press,” Keller said.

“We don’t negotiate through 
the press. These are all done in 
essentially executive session,” 
Earnest said.

The last contract negotiations 
in spring 2010 resulted in the 
adoption of a new step chart, 
which identified each borough 
job and the 17-step pay range 
applicable to each position. Each 
step reflected a 45 cent increase. 
The agreement stated a 2 percent 
raise would apply to the first step 
beginning July 1, 2011, with each 
step still increasing by 45 cents. 
The same raise was applied again 
on July 1, 2012, according to the 
agreement.   

Wages, health insurance, and 
travel compensation are usually 
issues of discussion, Earnest said.

M a y o r  S c o t t  s a i d  t h e 
negotiations are very time-

consuming, as every detail needs 
to be hammered out and agreed 
upon. How long negotiations will 
last, though, is anyone’s guess.

“Other bargaining sessions 
have run past the budget adoption 
date and you’re basically kind of 
locked in with the last terms of 
the (agreement). You hear about 
negotiations that have stretched 
on for a year or two, but I’m not 
expecting that to be the case here; 

just the opposite,” Earnest said.

INTERTIDAL COUNSELING
Confidential, Friendly, Professional

Liana Shull LCSW CDCI
314-0594

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

Borough, union to negotiate new contract  

Dear Senator,

    Our names are Alex and Natalia Dodov. We are from Bear Valley, 
California. Our son, Nickolay Dodov, was killed, along with guide 
Rob Liberman, in an avalanche on March 13, 2012, while snowboard-
ing near Haines, Alaska. He was boarding with the commercial guid-
ing service Alaska Heliskiing LLC (AH). By now we know that our 
son Nick’s death could have been prevented. We have dealt with the 
city government, the state government and the Heliski US associa-
tion since our son’s death, with no indication of investigation, nor 
improved policy and procedures that would ensure the safety of future 
heli-ski clients and AH employees. This is why we are asking for your 
assistance and intervention.

We would like to bring the following to your attention:

    • Winter season 2011/2012 had a record snowfall with high-rated 
avalanche danger for Alaska. There was 3-5 feet of new accumulated 
snow the day prior to the avalanche incident. A wind storm the night 
prior to the avalanche had changed the snow pack. According to an 
eyewitness’s statement, fi ve days of storm meant “no economy that 
week” for guiding company Alaska Heliskiing LLC (AH). On March 
13, 2012, the company ignored the dangerous conditions, and an urge 
to make money pushed the guides and the clients to go ski. 

    • On the morning of the avalanche incident, the Haines Ava-
lanche Information Center recorded an avalanche warning rating of 
“considerable,” dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack 
evaluation, cautious route-fi nding and conservative decision-making 
are essential. Snow condition when natural avalanches are possible; 
Human triggered avalanche likely. Haines Avalanche Information 
Center reported: “This very heavy new load fell atop a snowpack 
with at least three distinct, widespread weak layers, as well as its own 
“upside-down” storm-snow weaknesses. The top foot or so is loose 
and makes for great skiing, but poorly bonded and very reactive.”

    • The guide company (AH) was aware of the unstable and danger-
ous snow condition (based on fi lm footage from the morning meeting 
of AH on March 13, before the avalanche incident). Two avalanche 
forecasts were given (with and without wind-deposit snow) by lead-
ing guide Rob Liberman to the heli guides. Liberman was aware of 
surface hoar growth the day before. He said if wind was to deposit 
snow on that layer, it would be a reactive layer. (If surface hoar layer 
is buried, there is potential avalanche danger.) 

   • Our son Nickolay Dodov’s group was not informed about the dan-
gerous snow conditions. “We are taking you to the bunny hill,” they 
were told, indicating an attitude of casualness as client Dwight Bailey 
didn’t even take his second safety device (air bag pack) along. Bailey 
said, “It wasn’t apparent to any of us (clients) that it was a danger.” 
On the run prior to the avalanche incident, a snow pack evaluation 
was done. It showed dangerous conditions, so the group was taken 
on an alternative route. Instead of calling the day off because of the 
dangerous conditions, Liberman told the group that the company 
was already paying for the helicopter, and persuaded them “let’s go 
fi nd better snow.” Guide Rob Liberman took them to a run called 
“Swanny.” The clients were concerned that the snow conditions 
looked suspicious. Liberman didn’t check the snow and assured them, 
“Don’t be concerned. It’s just an alpine bowl and the snow should be 
fi ne,” as documented on Go-Pro footage. This alpine bowl with roll-
ing hills and multiple gullies had a steepness of 25-40 degrees. With 
unstable new accumulated snow and with wind slab that (could break 
in long running fractures if they were over a weak layer is a potential 
avalanche danger.) This was the run on which the avalanche occurred.

    • AH rents infl atable airbag backpacks that keep skiers atop ava-
lanches and could save a life. For safety in the helicopter, AH makes 
clients wearing the infl atable air backpacks to zip closed the deploy-
ment cord. There is a safety concern that the airbag might acciden-
tally infl ate in the helicopter, possibly causing a crash. Rob Liberman 
wasn’t wearing any safety devices. (i.e. breathing device such as 
AvaLung or infl atable air backpack). Nor did he check the readiness 
of the client’s infl atable air backpacks once outside the helicopter be-
fore the run. Our son was wearing both devices; he was found under 
the snow with his air backpack deployment cord zipped up, inacces-
sible. 

    • Nickolay Dodov was directed by Rob Liberman, “Go to the 
right, there is better powder there.” This triggered an 800-foot-wide 
avalanche, with depth of the crown from 16 inches to 6 feet. Search 
and rescue was slow and inadequate. The AH operating permit states: 
To locate a victim as soon as possible, use all heliski groups already 
in the fi eld. Sixteen people were at the scene of the avalanche: Five 
clients and a guide on the top on “Swanny” Ridge, fi ve clients and 
a guide in an approaching helicopter when the avalanche released, 
and four survivors. Film footage had recorded a guide named Nick 
Barlow waiting on a slope. His skis are off and it appears he is the 
guide with another group. The fi lm records the audio words coming 
over his radio from the helicopter approaching the scene. The words 
come over the radio from Gabe, “Rob, Rob do you copy? I need you 
to get on Rob’s frequency right now…and get a count ASAP. I want 
you guys to hold tight... there’s hangfi re. I’m going to put myself 
on slope. I’m going in.” The fi rst guide was dropped on the scene 
approximately 25-30 minutes after the avalanche released, according 
to an eyewitness statement. The group of the survivors didn’t have a 
radio to communicate to the base, as they should have, according to 
the safety regulations. When a guide takes a group solo he has to have 

a client with a radio trained to take action in case the guide is buried 
in an avalanche. Survivor and eyewitness Brandon Corbett had his 
Go Pro camera on. He said he had erased from the actual footage the 
search and rescue but kept 36 still images. He said that only three of 
the surviving clients and two guides were involved in the search and 
rescue. He said the actual timeline from the time the victims were 
buried until their bodies were recovered was 47 minutes. After 47 
minutes the place was swamped with other guides. (A person located 
in the fi rst 15 minutes has an approximately 90 percent chance of 
survival. The probability of survival drops off rapidly after that time. 
After 90 minutes, the probability of survival is approximately 25 
percent.) 

    • Rob Liberman was fl own straight to Haines Medical Clinic. 
Transportation of the unconscious Nickolay Dodov to a hospital 
was untimely: Nickolay was fi rst taken to the base. According to an 
eyewitness, when Nick was brought to the base he was not respon-
sive and that is when they stopped giving him CPR. Nickolay was 
dead. An ambulance arrived 37 minutes later. The ambulance was 
at the base for 28 min. Then Nick was driven 40 minutes to Haines 
Medical Clinic. It takes only nine minutes by air from the avalanche 
site to Haines Medical Clinic. The total time from the time Nick was 
buried under the snow until he arrived in the Haines Medical Clinic 
was 2 hours and 32 minutes. According to an eyewitness statement, 
AH didn’t have an adequate number of helicopters for the numbers 
of clients they had at the time to respond with a timely and suffi cient 
search and rescue operation. The AH operating permit states that, if 
necessary, the victim will be transported directly to Haines Medical 
Clinic or Bartlett Regional Hospital in Juneau for treatment.

    • Somewhere on the way to the clinic, or in the clinic, Nick’s heart 
was revived. Nickolay Dodov arrived in Haines Medical Clinic 1:02 
p.m. on March 13, 2012. The Haines Medical Clinic said that they 
can provide only two hours of life support. Nickolay was kept at the 
clinic for over six hours.

    • Nickolay Dodov was transported to a hospital in Seattle, WA, 
where he arrived 1:30 a.m. on March 14, and where he was declared 
dead. According to the doctors from Trauma Center in Seattle, his 
actual death occurred in Alaska. We believe Nickolay was transported 
out of the State of Alaska to prevent a state investigation.

    • The Medical Report from Haines Medical Clinic, from the time 
of accident to his arrival to the hospital in Seattle, is unaccounted for 
and it was not included in State Trooper Josh Bentz’s incident report.

    • Liberman knew that the avalanche danger was high, did not tell 
his clients about the dangerous conditions and instead persuaded them 
not to be concerned about conditions. The clients were not adequately 
warned or informed of the inherent dangers on the day of March 13. 
The clients did not receive proper instruction on use of safety equip-
ment. The trip was in the wrong place at the wrong time. The guide 
used bad judgment. The rescue was overly lengthy and complicated 
and led to the death of the client. Permit requirements and compliance 
to policies, procedures, and protocols in the tour company’s opera-
tions plan were broken, contributing to the death of Nickolay Dodov. 

    •  The report of Erik Stevens of Haines Avalanche Information 
Center from Feb. 20 to March 14 last reported March 11 to March 13 
snow conditions dangerous/considerable. AH reported in its accident 
report that March 13 snow conditions were dangerous/moderate. AH 
had the avalanche survivors sign papers about the events of the day 
of the avalanche, while providing hamburgers. One of the survivors 
said he was still dazed when he signed it and could only remember it 
contained questions pertaining to the day’s events. AH asked a crew 
fi lming at the time to cooperate for the “positive outcome of this 
accident” by “sticking to the original story and NOT using anything 
related to this incident” because “I want to stay in business so that is 
what is on the line for all of us.” The fi lm crew was warned if they 
didn’t cooperate they would have to deal with the AH insurance law-
yer “who is like a bulldog.”

    • Guide Rob Liberman’s autopsy report revealed high levels of 
marijuana-type THC in his system – 2.8 nanograms per milliliter. Ac-
cording to the lab, levels of THC run between 50 and 270 ng/ml after 
smoking a joint, and drop to less than fi ve nanograms after two hours.  
Liberman’s toxicology report also found “Carboxy THC,” a metabo-
lized form of THC, in concentrations of 16 nanograms per milliliter, 
where the reporting limit was fi ve nanograms. Levels of the metabo-
lized compound range from 10 to 101 ng/mL, 32 to 240 minutes after 
smoking marijuana, according to the report. 

    • In an accidental death involving the presence of THC, city and 
state authorities should have conducted an investigation. Unfortu-
nately this did not happen.

    • Rob Liberman was a paid employee of AH. If the company’s 
employee is criminally negligent, we feel the company should be held 
liable for their employee’s actions. 

    • Instead of an investigation, Alaska State Trooper Bentz concluded 
the incident “non-criminal.” State Trooper Bentz had the results of 
Liberman’s toxicology report, yet he withheld it from us and our 
lawyer. Trooper Bentz didn’t request all employees involved in the 
accident/rescue of AH Company be tested for THC and other illegal 
substances. Not investigating and letting AH continue operating until 
the end of season 2012, Trooper Bentz put other lives at risk. Accord-

ing to eyewitnesses’ statements, after the two deaths AH continued 
to operate with reckless behavior. At least one time AH was rotating 
seven client groups with one helicopter. We have fi led a complaint 
with the Alaska Bureau of Investigation against state Trooper Bentz 
regarding the handling of the incident report, which contained inac-
curate and controversial information. We requested that Alaska State 
Troopers to reopen the case. We were told by Trooper Lt. Rodney 
Dial that they would not reopen an investigation into the heli-ski ac-
cident that killed two people.

    • AH did not fi le a detailed report of Rob Liberman’s death to the 
Workman’s Compensation Board. Instead, a $750 fi ne was paid by 
AH to the Board.

    • By permit, AH is required to submit a detailed accident report to 
Haines Borough within 72 hours of the incident. Such a report was 
not submitted. Seven and a half months later AH fi led an inaccurate 
accident report with the National Avalanche Center in Colorado.

    • AH has no current land use permit from the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), and has not had one since 2008. By defi ni-
tion of DNR regulations, AH is criminally trespassing on state land. 
The incident happened on state land managed by DNR. Not having a 
DNR permit, AH has not been inspected and regulated for storing die-
sel, spill plan and prevention methods. Therefore, we feel AH stored 
diesel fuel too close to the river.

    • AH has no current land use permit from the Federal Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), and has not had one since 2005. By defi -
nition, BLM is responsible to require and inspect operation and safety 
plans, perform extensive environmental analysis, perform monitoring, 
perform evaluations and on-the-ground compliance for any and all 
Special Recreation Permits.  

    • AH’s operation permit (issued by Haines Borough) was fi ve years 
outdated. AH’s 2012 operating permit (stamped and signed by Haines 
Borough) states: BLM responsibility of administration of Alaska 
Heliskiing, LLC helicopter skiing operations include: inspectional 
of facilities and operation for compliance with the tour permit terms 
so that public health and safety are protected, and satisfactory public 
service is provided; Cooperation with Alaska Heliskiing, LLC person-
nel in avalanche safety with regard to the helicopter skiing program; 
a close working relationship with the Haines Borough and BLM is 
desirable. Because BLM had not issued AH permit since 2005, these 
administration responsibilities were not followed.

    • The owner of AH resisted giving GPS data requested by Haines 
Borough, due to out of bounds use. Instead of holding AH account-
able for their criminal trespassing, the Haines Borough supports AH 
and lets them continue with their operation. 

    • According to the code of Haines Borough, AK; the Police Chief, 
Tourism Director and Harbor Master must review all commercial tour 
permit applications, including heli-skiing permits. 

    • AH misrepresented its safety standards and activities, induc-
ing the decedent to use its services. AH claimed on its website to be 
a member of Alaska Helicopter Skiing Association, that sets strict 
safety standards, and the guides meet or exceed the Association 
requirements. In fact, AHSA does not exist, according to numerous 
industry operators. These claims were later retracted and removed 
from the AH website. 

    • We submitted an “Assembly Action Request” with Haines Bor-
ough on 8/17/12. This request for investigation has never been on the 
agenda for public hearing. Instead it has been held with the borough 
attorney. Our request was for a review and investigation from Haines 
Borough, as they are the ones who administer the original, outdated 
heli-ski operating permit. 

        • We submitted details from the accident to the Heli-ski US, a 
national association, for review and judgment. We requested the cur-
rent operating protocols (safety, search & rescue standards) that are 
required for all the Heliski US companies. We could not locate any 
standards on the HSUS website. We also asked where HSUS stands 
regarding drug usage of guides. HSUS declined to participate. 
 
   In light of all that we have discovered, we request that Alaska 
Heliskiing be investigated and held accountable for the death of 
Nickolay Dodov. We request that an independent and qualifi ed party 
be brought into this investigation. We request that, due to an obvious 
confl ict of interest, the permit-issuing authority be taken from Haines 
Borough and assigned to an appropriate governing agency. 

   We request improved safety infrastructure: standardize heli-skiing 
regulations in the USA, require a drug-screening policy for heli-ski 
companies in the USA, require all the guides and clients of the USA 
heli-ski companies to wear the latest safety equipment, establish an 
avalanche research and education center in Haines, establish search 
and rescue in Haines, and upgrade the Haines medical facility with 
advanced life support equipment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Alex and Natalia Dodov

FROM DODOV LETTER TO U.S. SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN
Jan. 22, 2013

(This letter has been edited. To see a complete account of the Dodov family concerns, email the Dodov family at nataliadodova@hotmail.com.)
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Dear Senator,

    Our names are Alex and Natalia Dodov. We are from Bear Valley, 
California. Our son, Nickolay Dodov, was killed, along with guide 
Rob Liberman, in an avalanche on March 13, 2012, while snowboard-
ing near Haines, Alaska. He was boarding with the commercial guid-
ing service Alaska Heliskiing LLC (AH). By now we know that our 
son Nick’s death could have been prevented. We have dealt with the 
city government, the state government and the Heliski US associa-
tion since our son’s death, with no indication of investigation, nor 
improved policy and procedures that would ensure the safety of future 
heli-ski clients and AH employees. This is why we are asking for your 
assistance and intervention.

We would like to bring the following to your attention:

    • Winter season 2011/2012 had a record snowfall with high-rated 
avalanche danger for Alaska. There was 3-5 feet of new accumulated 
snow the day prior to the avalanche incident. A wind storm the night 
prior to the avalanche had changed the snow pack. According to an 
eyewitness’s statement, fi ve days of storm meant “no economy that 
week” for guiding company Alaska Heliskiing LLC (AH). On March 
13, 2012, the company ignored the dangerous conditions, and an urge 
to make money pushed the guides and the clients to go ski. 

    • On the morning of the avalanche incident, the Haines Ava-
lanche Information Center recorded an avalanche warning rating of 
“considerable,” dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack 
evaluation, cautious route-fi nding and conservative decision-making 
are essential. Snow condition when natural avalanches are possible; 
Human triggered avalanche likely. Haines Avalanche Information 
Center reported: “This very heavy new load fell atop a snowpack 
with at least three distinct, widespread weak layers, as well as its own 
“upside-down” storm-snow weaknesses. The top foot or so is loose 
and makes for great skiing, but poorly bonded and very reactive.”

    • The guide company (AH) was aware of the unstable and danger-
ous snow condition (based on fi lm footage from the morning meeting 
of AH on March 13, before the avalanche incident). Two avalanche 
forecasts were given (with and without wind-deposit snow) by lead-
ing guide Rob Liberman to the heli guides. Liberman was aware of 
surface hoar growth the day before. He said if wind was to deposit 
snow on that layer, it would be a reactive layer. (If surface hoar layer 
is buried, there is potential avalanche danger.) 

   • Our son Nickolay Dodov’s group was not informed about the dan-
gerous snow conditions. “We are taking you to the bunny hill,” they 
were told, indicating an attitude of casualness as client Dwight Bailey 
didn’t even take his second safety device (air bag pack) along. Bailey 
said, “It wasn’t apparent to any of us (clients) that it was a danger.” 
On the run prior to the avalanche incident, a snow pack evaluation 
was done. It showed dangerous conditions, so the group was taken 
on an alternative route. Instead of calling the day off because of the 
dangerous conditions, Liberman told the group that the company 
was already paying for the helicopter, and persuaded them “let’s go 
fi nd better snow.” Guide Rob Liberman took them to a run called 
“Swanny.” The clients were concerned that the snow conditions 
looked suspicious. Liberman didn’t check the snow and assured them, 
“Don’t be concerned. It’s just an alpine bowl and the snow should be 
fi ne,” as documented on Go-Pro footage. This alpine bowl with roll-
ing hills and multiple gullies had a steepness of 25-40 degrees. With 
unstable new accumulated snow and with wind slab that (could break 
in long running fractures if they were over a weak layer is a potential 
avalanche danger.) This was the run on which the avalanche occurred.

    • AH rents infl atable airbag backpacks that keep skiers atop ava-
lanches and could save a life. For safety in the helicopter, AH makes 
clients wearing the infl atable air backpacks to zip closed the deploy-
ment cord. There is a safety concern that the airbag might acciden-
tally infl ate in the helicopter, possibly causing a crash. Rob Liberman 
wasn’t wearing any safety devices. (i.e. breathing device such as 
AvaLung or infl atable air backpack). Nor did he check the readiness 
of the client’s infl atable air backpacks once outside the helicopter be-
fore the run. Our son was wearing both devices; he was found under 
the snow with his air backpack deployment cord zipped up, inacces-
sible. 

    • Nickolay Dodov was directed by Rob Liberman, “Go to the 
right, there is better powder there.” This triggered an 800-foot-wide 
avalanche, with depth of the crown from 16 inches to 6 feet. Search 
and rescue was slow and inadequate. The AH operating permit states: 
To locate a victim as soon as possible, use all heliski groups already 
in the fi eld. Sixteen people were at the scene of the avalanche: Five 
clients and a guide on the top on “Swanny” Ridge, fi ve clients and 
a guide in an approaching helicopter when the avalanche released, 
and four survivors. Film footage had recorded a guide named Nick 
Barlow waiting on a slope. His skis are off and it appears he is the 
guide with another group. The fi lm records the audio words coming 
over his radio from the helicopter approaching the scene. The words 
come over the radio from Gabe, “Rob, Rob do you copy? I need you 
to get on Rob’s frequency right now…and get a count ASAP. I want 
you guys to hold tight... there’s hangfi re. I’m going to put myself 
on slope. I’m going in.” The fi rst guide was dropped on the scene 
approximately 25-30 minutes after the avalanche released, according 
to an eyewitness statement. The group of the survivors didn’t have a 
radio to communicate to the base, as they should have, according to 
the safety regulations. When a guide takes a group solo he has to have 

a client with a radio trained to take action in case the guide is buried 
in an avalanche. Survivor and eyewitness Brandon Corbett had his 
Go Pro camera on. He said he had erased from the actual footage the 
search and rescue but kept 36 still images. He said that only three of 
the surviving clients and two guides were involved in the search and 
rescue. He said the actual timeline from the time the victims were 
buried until their bodies were recovered was 47 minutes. After 47 
minutes the place was swamped with other guides. (A person located 
in the fi rst 15 minutes has an approximately 90 percent chance of 
survival. The probability of survival drops off rapidly after that time. 
After 90 minutes, the probability of survival is approximately 25 
percent.) 

    • Rob Liberman was fl own straight to Haines Medical Clinic. 
Transportation of the unconscious Nickolay Dodov to a hospital 
was untimely: Nickolay was fi rst taken to the base. According to an 
eyewitness, when Nick was brought to the base he was not respon-
sive and that is when they stopped giving him CPR. Nickolay was 
dead. An ambulance arrived 37 minutes later. The ambulance was 
at the base for 28 min. Then Nick was driven 40 minutes to Haines 
Medical Clinic. It takes only nine minutes by air from the avalanche 
site to Haines Medical Clinic. The total time from the time Nick was 
buried under the snow until he arrived in the Haines Medical Clinic 
was 2 hours and 32 minutes. According to an eyewitness statement, 
AH didn’t have an adequate number of helicopters for the numbers 
of clients they had at the time to respond with a timely and suffi cient 
search and rescue operation. The AH operating permit states that, if 
necessary, the victim will be transported directly to Haines Medical 
Clinic or Bartlett Regional Hospital in Juneau for treatment.

    • Somewhere on the way to the clinic, or in the clinic, Nick’s heart 
was revived. Nickolay Dodov arrived in Haines Medical Clinic 1:02 
p.m. on March 13, 2012. The Haines Medical Clinic said that they 
can provide only two hours of life support. Nickolay was kept at the 
clinic for over six hours.

    • Nickolay Dodov was transported to a hospital in Seattle, WA, 
where he arrived 1:30 a.m. on March 14, and where he was declared 
dead. According to the doctors from Trauma Center in Seattle, his 
actual death occurred in Alaska. We believe Nickolay was transported 
out of the State of Alaska to prevent a state investigation.

    • The Medical Report from Haines Medical Clinic, from the time 
of accident to his arrival to the hospital in Seattle, is unaccounted for 
and it was not included in State Trooper Josh Bentz’s incident report.

    • Liberman knew that the avalanche danger was high, did not tell 
his clients about the dangerous conditions and instead persuaded them 
not to be concerned about conditions. The clients were not adequately 
warned or informed of the inherent dangers on the day of March 13. 
The clients did not receive proper instruction on use of safety equip-
ment. The trip was in the wrong place at the wrong time. The guide 
used bad judgment. The rescue was overly lengthy and complicated 
and led to the death of the client. Permit requirements and compliance 
to policies, procedures, and protocols in the tour company’s opera-
tions plan were broken, contributing to the death of Nickolay Dodov. 

    •  The report of Erik Stevens of Haines Avalanche Information 
Center from Feb. 20 to March 14 last reported March 11 to March 13 
snow conditions dangerous/considerable. AH reported in its accident 
report that March 13 snow conditions were dangerous/moderate. AH 
had the avalanche survivors sign papers about the events of the day 
of the avalanche, while providing hamburgers. One of the survivors 
said he was still dazed when he signed it and could only remember it 
contained questions pertaining to the day’s events. AH asked a crew 
fi lming at the time to cooperate for the “positive outcome of this 
accident” by “sticking to the original story and NOT using anything 
related to this incident” because “I want to stay in business so that is 
what is on the line for all of us.” The fi lm crew was warned if they 
didn’t cooperate they would have to deal with the AH insurance law-
yer “who is like a bulldog.”

    • Guide Rob Liberman’s autopsy report revealed high levels of 
marijuana-type THC in his system – 2.8 nanograms per milliliter. Ac-
cording to the lab, levels of THC run between 50 and 270 ng/ml after 
smoking a joint, and drop to less than fi ve nanograms after two hours.  
Liberman’s toxicology report also found “Carboxy THC,” a metabo-
lized form of THC, in concentrations of 16 nanograms per milliliter, 
where the reporting limit was fi ve nanograms. Levels of the metabo-
lized compound range from 10 to 101 ng/mL, 32 to 240 minutes after 
smoking marijuana, according to the report. 

    • In an accidental death involving the presence of THC, city and 
state authorities should have conducted an investigation. Unfortu-
nately this did not happen.

    • Rob Liberman was a paid employee of AH. If the company’s 
employee is criminally negligent, we feel the company should be held 
liable for their employee’s actions. 

    • Instead of an investigation, Alaska State Trooper Bentz concluded 
the incident “non-criminal.” State Trooper Bentz had the results of 
Liberman’s toxicology report, yet he withheld it from us and our 
lawyer. Trooper Bentz didn’t request all employees involved in the 
accident/rescue of AH Company be tested for THC and other illegal 
substances. Not investigating and letting AH continue operating until 
the end of season 2012, Trooper Bentz put other lives at risk. Accord-

ing to eyewitnesses’ statements, after the two deaths AH continued 
to operate with reckless behavior. At least one time AH was rotating 
seven client groups with one helicopter. We have fi led a complaint 
with the Alaska Bureau of Investigation against state Trooper Bentz 
regarding the handling of the incident report, which contained inac-
curate and controversial information. We requested that Alaska State 
Troopers to reopen the case. We were told by Trooper Lt. Rodney 
Dial that they would not reopen an investigation into the heli-ski ac-
cident that killed two people.

    • AH did not fi le a detailed report of Rob Liberman’s death to the 
Workman’s Compensation Board. Instead, a $750 fi ne was paid by 
AH to the Board.

    • By permit, AH is required to submit a detailed accident report to 
Haines Borough within 72 hours of the incident. Such a report was 
not submitted. Seven and a half months later AH fi led an inaccurate 
accident report with the National Avalanche Center in Colorado.

    • AH has no current land use permit from the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), and has not had one since 2008. By defi ni-
tion of DNR regulations, AH is criminally trespassing on state land. 
The incident happened on state land managed by DNR. Not having a 
DNR permit, AH has not been inspected and regulated for storing die-
sel, spill plan and prevention methods. Therefore, we feel AH stored 
diesel fuel too close to the river.

    • AH has no current land use permit from the Federal Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), and has not had one since 2005. By defi -
nition, BLM is responsible to require and inspect operation and safety 
plans, perform extensive environmental analysis, perform monitoring, 
perform evaluations and on-the-ground compliance for any and all 
Special Recreation Permits.  

    • AH’s operation permit (issued by Haines Borough) was fi ve years 
outdated. AH’s 2012 operating permit (stamped and signed by Haines 
Borough) states: BLM responsibility of administration of Alaska 
Heliskiing, LLC helicopter skiing operations include: inspectional 
of facilities and operation for compliance with the tour permit terms 
so that public health and safety are protected, and satisfactory public 
service is provided; Cooperation with Alaska Heliskiing, LLC person-
nel in avalanche safety with regard to the helicopter skiing program; 
a close working relationship with the Haines Borough and BLM is 
desirable. Because BLM had not issued AH permit since 2005, these 
administration responsibilities were not followed.

    • The owner of AH resisted giving GPS data requested by Haines 
Borough, due to out of bounds use. Instead of holding AH account-
able for their criminal trespassing, the Haines Borough supports AH 
and lets them continue with their operation. 

    • According to the code of Haines Borough, AK; the Police Chief, 
Tourism Director and Harbor Master must review all commercial tour 
permit applications, including heli-skiing permits. 

    • AH misrepresented its safety standards and activities, induc-
ing the decedent to use its services. AH claimed on its website to be 
a member of Alaska Helicopter Skiing Association, that sets strict 
safety standards, and the guides meet or exceed the Association 
requirements. In fact, AHSA does not exist, according to numerous 
industry operators. These claims were later retracted and removed 
from the AH website. 

    • We submitted an “Assembly Action Request” with Haines Bor-
ough on 8/17/12. This request for investigation has never been on the 
agenda for public hearing. Instead it has been held with the borough 
attorney. Our request was for a review and investigation from Haines 
Borough, as they are the ones who administer the original, outdated 
heli-ski operating permit. 

        • We submitted details from the accident to the Heli-ski US, a 
national association, for review and judgment. We requested the cur-
rent operating protocols (safety, search & rescue standards) that are 
required for all the Heliski US companies. We could not locate any 
standards on the HSUS website. We also asked where HSUS stands 
regarding drug usage of guides. HSUS declined to participate. 
 
   In light of all that we have discovered, we request that Alaska 
Heliskiing be investigated and held accountable for the death of 
Nickolay Dodov. We request that an independent and qualifi ed party 
be brought into this investigation. We request that, due to an obvious 
confl ict of interest, the permit-issuing authority be taken from Haines 
Borough and assigned to an appropriate governing agency. 

   We request improved safety infrastructure: standardize heli-skiing 
regulations in the USA, require a drug-screening policy for heli-ski 
companies in the USA, require all the guides and clients of the USA 
heli-ski companies to wear the latest safety equipment, establish an 
avalanche research and education center in Haines, establish search 
and rescue in Haines, and upgrade the Haines medical facility with 
advanced life support equipment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Alex and Natalia Dodov

FROM DODOV LETTER TO U.S. SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN
Jan. 22, 2013

(This letter has been edited. To see a complete account of the Dodov family concerns, email the Dodov family at nataliadodova@hotmail.com.)

Paid Commentary
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WEDNESDAY WALK -- From left, Bud Barber, Patrick Price, and 
Stacie Evans hike on the Glory Hole Road along Chilkoot Lake 
last week during the Sheldon Museum’s “Wednesday Walk.” This 
week’s walk was along a ridge from Rainbow Glacier Camp to 
Chilkat State Park. Walks start 9 a.m. at the museum. Call 766-
2366 for information. 

‘Read a human’ Sunday

Wrangell takes series from Bears   

FERRY from page 1

The Thunderbird Motel was demolished; a veterans’ home is planned for the site.

There is a misconception that only women are victims of DV, that 
it never happens to men.  But it does happen and more often than you 
would think.  According to Helpguide.org, data suggests one in three 
men suffer from DV or partner violence.  That number is surprisingly 
high.   

Domestic Violence is about power and control that one individual 
exercises over another.  Some signs of abuse a male might experience 
include hitting, biting, punching, kicking, spitting, throwing objects 
and destroying another’s possessions.  The abuser may use weapons, 
such as a knife or gun, or might strike with an object.  Because men 
are usually larger, the abuser may wait until the man is sleeping or hit 
him from behind.  There could also be threats of harming the children 
or pets. There are other types of DV abuse which include verbal, 
mental, fi nancial & physiological abuse. The abuse can escalate as 
time goes on and eventually end in death.

There are many reasons why a male victim of abuse may stay in the 
relationship. Some possibilities are:

• The fear of not being able to protect the children if he left or pos-
sibly losing them in a court battle. 

• The loss of self respect, self worth, feeling hopeless and helpless 
in the situation.  

• It could be their religious beliefs, where divorce is not an option.  
·Some stay, living in a denial state, refusing to see the reality of the 
situation. 

• They feel ashamed that they have allowed a woman to beat them 
down, that they lost their role as provider and protector

• And fi nally, many men stay because they have diffi culty being 
believed by the authorities.  The abuse they endure can be minimized 
because they are male.

The majority of men appear reluctant to report abuse. They feel 
embarrassment or sense they will not be believed. They are afraid of 
being ridiculed, teased and belittled by others. Some worry it will be 
assumed that they are the perpetrators of the violence and not the vic-
tims, because they are a male. Another hurdle abused men face is the 

MALE VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
By Jackie Mazeikas, DV/SA Educator

SEARHC Domestic Violence Prevention Initiative          
Jackie Mazeikas, DV Educator 766-6382

legal system, especially when children 
are involved. Exposing the violence 
that men endure in abusive relation-
ships is largely unchartered territory.
More awareness and education need to 
occur. Shame and disgrace need to be 
removed so that men may feel free to 
seek help too.

If you are in an abusive situation, 
there is help available.  Call the DV 
help line for men at (888) 743-5754.

Community 
Family Services 

766-6313

Send your Sweetheart a Valentine!

Free Valentine Classifi eds 
to run February 14 - Limit 20 words
Call the Chilkat Valley News 766-2688 
or email us cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

My dear one
Cooks dinner, does the dishes

Feeds me chocolate

Roses are red, 
daffodils are yellow,

that man of mine is a 
really sweet fellow!

my love is a red, red rose...

She looks sweet in pink 
drives a truck, plows the driveway 

what more can you ask

Website: www.chilkatvalleycf.org
Mail: P.O. Box 1117 
Haines AK, 99827
Phone: 766-6868

Find out how:

Need a Valentine for someone special?
Honor them as a “Living Treasure”

Tell the whole community your valentine is special

They will receive a Living Treasure card

Your gift is also a gift to the community 
supporting grants to non-profits and building the CVCF endowment

Valentines Specials!

                               Store Hours   Monday -Saturday   2 pm - 6 pm766-3223

Caroline’s Closet
     All Lingerie 20% off
      All Kamasutra 25% off
     Do Not Disturb Kits For 
     That Special Night 40% off
     Enter our Valentine drawing for 

Lingerie of your choice - up to 
$100 value! 

Haines residents will be able 
to “check out” their neighbors  
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. as part of 
the second annual Human Library 
exhibit at the public library.

Visitors can get to know eight 
of their fellow Chilkat Valley 
residents by obtaining a Human 
Library card and “checking out” 
one of the eight “books” for 10 to 
15 minutes at a time. Each person, 
or “book,” has a title indicating 
something about their life and 
what visitors might want to ask 
them about. For example, one title 
is “Growing Up in a Kibbutz,” so 
patrons could ask the person about 
what it’s like to live in an Israeli 
collective community. 

Jolanta Ryan, the library’s 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r o g r a m s 
coordinator, said patrons aren’t 
confined to talking about the titles 
but can ask about anything, as 
long as it doesn’t make the “book” 
uncomfortable.

Ryan said the event “breaks 
down barriers in the community” 
by allowing people of different 
backgrounds to talk openly 
and shatter misconceptions and 
stereotypes. Ryan said she tried 

to assemble as diverse a group as 
possible.

The Human Library is  a 
worldwide program that various 
communities implement “to 
break stereotypes by challenging  
common prejudices in a positive 
and humorous manner.”

the vessels without maneuvering, 
saving critical amounts of time 
and money, advocates say.

 “These boats will not only get 
up and down Lynn Canal better 
and bring more people up and 
down Lynn Canal, but they’ll be 
smaller boats,” Juneau Chamber 
of Commerce leader Cathie 
Roemmich testified at a recent 
hearing of the state House and 
Senate transportation committees.

 Critics of the shift, including 
Haines mayor Stephanie Scott, 
question the seaworthiness of 
smaller vessels in Lynn Canal, 
particularly in winter. 

 “Such a ferry will be a fair 
weather vessel much like the 
Chenega and the Fairweather, the 
‘fast’ ferries that cannot reliably 
sail in the Lynn Canal due to the 
high seas,” Scott said. “If the 
vessel is not designed to handle 
the high seas of Lynn Canal … 
there will be critical times of 
travel when it simply will not 
be able to go. It will represent 
a stranded resource, as do the 
Fairweather and Chenega.”

 A Ketchikan Daily News 
editorial compared the cost of an 
Alaska-class boat to the Juneau 

Road  extension project. “The 
Alaska class ferry price sounds 
like a good deal compared to the 
Juneau (road) project.”

 The Ketchikan newspaper 
quoted Kemp describing loss of 
the “roll-on, roll-off” capacity as 
the “number one issue” he had 
with the Alaska-class ferry.

 On the Juneau access project, 
DOT is awaiting a ruling from 
the federal government on a 
supplemental environmental 
impact statement for the project. 
The federal response is expected 
by summer. 

By Krista Keilsmeier
The Haines High School boys’ 

varsity basketball team traveled to 
Wrangell last week for a rematch 
with the Wolves, but found a 
similar result.

 Wrangell again took both 
varsity games, 56-46 and 45-42, 
less than a week after going 2-0 
in Haines.

 The  Ha ines  g i r l s  we re 
scheduled to host Wrangell last 
weekend, but poor weather pushed 
those games back to Monday and 
Tuesday, Feb. 11-12.

 Senior Caullen Taylor was a 
bright spot for the Glacier Bear 
boys at Wrangell, draining five 
three-pointers one night and 
four the next. He led the team in 
scoring both nights.

 “It was really good for him 
and the rest of the team to see 

somebody making them from 
the outside,” said coach Steve 
Fossman.

 The Wolves led by a bucket at 
halftime on Friday, extending the 
margin in the third quarter on their 
way to a 10-point victory.

 Taylor paced Haines with 
18 points, followed by junior 
Justin Swinton, 10; junior Chevy 
Fowler, 6; junior Kai Sato-Franks, 
5; junior James Morgan, 3; senior 
Chris Olsen, 2; and junior John 
Gross, 2.

 Wrangell held a 23-13 edge 
at intermission on Saturday, but 
the Glacier Bears stormed back 
to make a game of it, falling only 
three points short at the finish.

 “It seemed like we controlled 
the  tempo for  the  game,” 
Fossman said. “The second 
night, we definitely had a lot of 

opportunities. We gained a lot of 
confidence to go there and play 
them tight on their home court.”

 Scoring for Haines were Taylor, 
13; Sato-Franks, 11; Olsen, 10; 
Swinton, 6; and sophomore 
Keegan Sundberg, 2.

 Fossman said Haines forced 
many turnovers off its full-court 
pressure.

 The Wolves also won the junior 
varsity series, 60-41 and 47-31. 
Combined scoring for both games 
included junior Chris Turner, 
16; freshman Harley Morden, 
14; Gross, 9; sophomore Jordan 
Badger, 8; junior Isaac Wing, 
6; sophomore Keanu Lynch, 6; 
senior Russell Clark, 5; Morgan, 
3; freshman Matthew Green, 3; 
and Sundberg, 2.

 Haines boys play Craig here on 
Friday and Saturday.
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Air Excursions
Alaska Fjordlines, Inc.
Alaska Power & Telephone
Alaskan Liquor Store
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room
Bigfoot Auto Service
Canal Marine & Crew 
Captain’s Choice Motel
Caroline’s Closet
Chilkat Guides
Chilkat Valley News
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
First National Bank Alaska

Fort Seward Bed & Breakfast
Haines Borough School Board
Haines Cable TV/Radio Shack
Haines Home Building Supply
Haines Propane 
Haines Quick Shop & 
 Outfi tter Sporting Goods
Howsers IGA Supermarket
King’s Store
Lighthouse Restaurant &
 Harbor Bar
Lynn Canal Counseling
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Mike’s Bikes Boards

Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Café 
Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Sockeye Cycle 
Southeast Road Builders, Inc. 
Stanford Masonry & Carpentry
State Farm Insurance - 
         Malia Hayward
Stickler Construction Company
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction
Wolverine Ready Mix

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

Drama, Debate & Forensics
Good Luck at State! 

February 14 - 16

2012- 2013 Glacier Bards
Top: Jennie Humphrey
Row 2: Polly Bryant, Tia Heywood
Row 3: Neil Little, Eli White, Zeke Frank
Bottom: Royal Henderson, Head Coach Gershon Cohen, Drama Coach Tim Shields, Patrick Henderson
Not Pictured:  Zayla Asquith-Heinz
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Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

 “ We further 
admonish you to 
serve all nations 
and to strive for 
the betterment of 

the world.”
~Baha’u’llah

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.

Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

Sponsored, 
in part by

Day Date       High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date        High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Soil Temp.

Haines
Home Center

766-2595

-4  -8 .21 2.5
6  -6 T T
22  -6 T T 
29  12 0.0 0.0
31  17 .05 1.0
35  27 .56 7.0
35  29 .14 0.0

Jan 29
Jan 30
Jan 31
Feb 1
Feb 2
Feb 3
Feb 4

Jan 29
Jan 30
Jan 31
Feb 1
Feb 2
Feb 3
Feb 4

9  -4 0.0 1.0
22  -2 0.0 0.2
31  9 0.0 0.1
31  21 0.0 3.5
38  29 .43 T
37  31 .15 0.0
37  33 0.0 0.0

N/A

In the Superior Court for the 
State of Alaska

First Judicial District at 
Petersburg

 In the matter of the estate of 
Lloyd Edward Lapeyri, case No. 
1PE-12-008PR. 

Notice to Creditors
 Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representat ive of 
the above-named estate. All 
persons having claims against 
the deceased, Lloyd Edward 
(“Ed”) Lapeyri, are required to 
present their claims within four 
months after the date of the 
first publication of this notice or 
the claims will be forever barred 
and unenforceable. Claims must 
either (a) be presented to or sent 
to Laurence F. Beck, Personal 
Representative of the estate at 
the address below, or (b) be filed 
with the Clerk of Court, Box 1009 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833-1009.
 Dated this 18th Day of January 
2013 at Haines, Alaska. 

Laurence F. Beck
Box 1469

Haines Ak 99827-1469
(907)766-3111

It’s time to think visitors!
RESERVE YOUR
AD SPACE NOW

in the 41st edition of the

Contact us for information 
on rates and ad placement.

Phone 766-2688 • Fax 766-2689
cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

or stop by our offi ce on Main Street

We’ll show you how easy it is.

Ads Deadline March 15
Circulation 35,000

No Billing Until June

HAINES
VISITOR’S GUIDE

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Planning 
Commission

PUBLIC HEARINGS
 
At 6:30 p.m., on Thursday, 
February 14, 2013 ,  in the 
Assembly Chambers at the 
Public Safety Building, a public 
hearing is scheduled for the 
following:
 
App l icant : Ch i lkoot  Ind ian 
Association
Location:  Chi lkoot Estates 
Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1 and 
Block 2, Lots 1, 9, 10
Zoning: Multiple Residential Zone
Public Hearing Item: Appeal of 
enforcement order requiring the 
payment of $1,000 after-the-fact 
fees for developing four buildings 
without approved permits.
 

Posted 02/04/13
Xi Cui “Tracy”, Haines Borough P 

& Z Tech III

REGULAR TRANSFER
M &D Ward inc., dba Outfitter 
Liquor Store, located at Mile 0 
Haines Highway, Haines, Alaska is 
applying for transfer of a Package 
Store AS 04.11.150 liquor license 
to M & D Ward Inc. The transfer 
involves Michael Ward & Mike 
Stuar t selling 100% interest 
to Alaska Business Growth 
Corporation.

Interested persons should submit 
written comment to their local 
governing body, the applicant and 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board at 5848 E Tudor Rd., 
Anchorage AK 99507.

Tuesday, Feb. 5
 A caller reported an individual 
trespassing inside a residence. 
An off icer responded and 
determined there were no 
trespassers. 
 A woman reported another 
female was making harassing 
statements about her. An officer 
was advised.
 Traffic stops resulted in three 
verbal warnings for a defective 
taillight and windshield. A citation 
was issued for failure to provide 
proof of insurance.
Monday, Feb. 4
 A citizen complained about 
cyber-bullying. An officer met 
with those involved.
 A loose dog was reported 
on Fourth Avenue. The rescue 
kennel was advised.
 Police were advised of a hit-
and-run near Allen Road. 
 A  ca l le r  repor ted  k ids 
poking at a dead baby eagle 
near the school. The bald 
eagle foundation responded 
to find no signs of animals.  
 A single-vehicle accident 
was reported at 8.5 Mile Haines 
Highway. Fire, ambulance and 
an officer were dispatched. 
 A civil matter was reported 
to dispatch, who referred the 
matter to the magistrate.
Sunday, Feb. 3
 A caller inquired about road 
condit ions around 27 Mile 
Haines Highway. Dispatch was 
unable to provide an update. 
 Police assisted troopers 
c o n c e r n i n g  a  r e p o r t  o f 
t respassers cut t ing t rees 
down on pr ivate proper ty.  
 A traffic stop resulted in a verbal 
warning for a missing headlight.  
Saturday, Feb. 2
 An officer reported a frozen 
drain between Highland Drive 
and Bjornstad Street was 
causing water to spill onto the 
road. Public works was advised.  
 A vehicle theft was reported 
near Sixth Avenue and Union 
Street. An officer and Canadian 
Customs officials were advised. 
The vehicle was located by the 
officer and the owner was notified. 
Friday, Feb. 1
 An ind iv idua l  repor ted 
receiving a fraudulent call from 
someone claiming to be from the 
State of Alaska Medicare office 
asking for banking information. 
An officer was advised. 

 A  ca l l e r  i n fo r med  the 
department a dog was running 
loose on Fourth Avenue in the 
morning and jumping up on 
an individual. Rescue kennel 
officials said they would patrol 
the area in the morning. 
 Dispatch received a report 
of an abandoned vehicle at the 
fairgrounds. The vehicle had 
been there several months. 
Police said they would contact 
its owners again.
 Police received report of 
a vehicle theft. Officers, state 
troopers, Canada Customs and 
the ferry terminal were advised. 
The owner found the vehicle in 
a ditch at Fort Seward. 
 An individual called to report 
two bicyclists impeding traffic 
and driving recklessly down the 
middle of Main Street. 
 A caller reported Cathedral 
View Drive and the Haines 
Highway were very icy. State 
road crews were advised.
 A complaint was received 
about a parked vehicle blocking 
the entrance to an individual’s 
property.
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for a taillight 
and headl ight  be ing out . 
Thursday, Jan. 31
 A man was arrested on an 
outstanding warrant and later 
released on bail.
 A warrant was received for 
a male for failure to appear on 
traffic charges.
 A protect ive order was 
received and served on a man 
on Fourth Avenue.
 A man requested ministerial 
services for a month of housing. 
Ministerial services reported 
they are unable to fund that 
much and advised they would 
provide transport to Juneau only. 
 A vehicle was repor ted 
in the ditch on Small Tracts 
Road. Police responded and 
reported there were no injuries 
or damages.
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for failure to stop 
at a stop sign and a defective 
taillight. 
Wednesday, Jan. 30
 A caller reported a bicyclist 
not following traffic laws and not 
stopping at stop signs on Haines 
Highway near the school.
 A resident on Piedad Road 

“For nothing is impossible   
  with God.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Luke 1:37

Knot Your Day 
Designs

Headbands
Earrings
Bracelets
Necklaces
NEW      METAL                  WORK

VISIT OUR TABLE AT THE 
VALENTINE’S DAY BAZAAR 
FOR YOUR VALENTINE’S 

DAY NEEDS

 FEB. 9TH NOON - 4 P.M. 

ANB-ANS HALL

Dr. Elizabeth Wolfe, Veterinarian,
     will be seeing pets in Haines

Office across 
from Post OfficeCall Lori, 766-2867 for appointments.

Feb. 11th - 14th

Shot Clinic Thursday, Feb. 14th, 10 a.m. - Noon
First come, first served.

reported a coyote dragged off 
his dog. The owner recovered his 
dog, which was later transported 
to the vet in Juneau. Police and 
troopers responded.
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign. 
Tuesday, Jan. 29
 A man was denied entry 
to Canada and requested 
min is ter ia l  ser v ices. The 
Salvation Army assisted.
 A woman reported her tax 
documents had not been filed 
as per an agreement with a tax 
specialist. She was advised to 
contact the magistrate.
 A caller reported a horse 
loose on Sawmill Road. Several 
people were contacted and 
messages were left for potential 
owners. Police were unable to 
locate the horse.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
parked six hours at the Ripinksy 
trailhead on Young Road. Police 
responded and found no vehicle.
 A caller reported her toddler 
had swallowed an unknown 
object and was attempting to 
regurgitate it. She was put in 
touch with the doctor on call.
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for no registration. 
 Dispatch received 14 medical 
calls and five canine calls. 

Police report
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Un-Classified Ads BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

“TOP 5 REASONS TO ADOPT A BLACK CAT:

5.       You can always fi nd them in the snow.

4.       Holding a black cat is very slimming.

3.       Black cats match any décor.

2.       You’ll save $$ on their Halloween costumes.

1.       When you love a black cat LUCK is on your side!”

HOULBERG 
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC.

Complete Plumbing & Heating Services 
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693
~Serving the Chilkat Valley since 1994~






 









Community Waste Solutions

• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

It’s not too 
late to order 

MOIMOI NETS  
for spring arrival
Stormin Norman

723-4848

PRETTY UP wi th  co lor fu l 
cashmere and fashion scarves 
and Coobie bras. ALL in NEW 
styles. Buckshot and Bobby 
Pins.

HELP WANTED:  Part -time 
bicycle guide in Haines for 
the 2013 season - You need to 
be 23 years or older. This job 
requires public speaking and 
a positive, outgoing, friendly 
attitude. Basic knowledge of 
bike mechanics is helpful. 
Guides must be able to drive a 
tour vans and pull a trailer. Call 
766-2869 for more information 
or go to the employment page 
on www.cyclealaska.com

FOR SALE: J&D Mini Storage 
on Small Tracts - A great 
inves tment  oppor tun i ty. 
$600,000. Call Dan Harrington, 
(805) 559-0198. (1cb)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb)

PRIME OFFICE SPACE on Main 
Street for lease (former office 
of Rep. Thomas) 298 sq. ft. 
suitable for professional or 
craft retail. Available February 
1, 2013.  $596 + tax/month.  
Contact Debra 766-2827. 
(50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month.767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

DOG AND CAT FOOD: Additives, 
chemicals, low quality cereals 
and rendered meat products 
are making our pets sick! try 
a whole, live, fresh, raw and 
nutritious Klehini Carnivore 
diet with deliveries every two 
weeks. To learn more about a 
healthy raw siet or to make an 
order call Carrie Kinison 767-
5676. (5,6b)

CALLING ALL SWEETHEARTS: 
Valentine’s Gifts at Buckshot 
and Bobby Pins. 

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

Health Educator I 
Haines/Klukwan, .5 FTE and 
benefited. Salary $18.64/hour 
on up DOE. This position works 
as a member of the SEARHC 
health promotion / diabetes team 
to plan, implement and evaluate 
health education strategies, 
interventions and programs. 
These services are provided to 
individuals, small groups, and 
communities in the SEARHC 
region as part of the Community 
Health Services Division.  See 
more information at www.searhc.
org. Apply online or download 
an application and submit it to 
SEARHC Human Resources, 
222 Tongass Drive, Sitka, AK 
99835. Phone 907.966.8311. Fax 
907.966.8404. Preference given 
to Alaskan Natives/American 
Indians who meet the baseline 
requirements. Visit us and apply. 
(51cb)

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

Therapeutic Massage
         & Bodywork

Mandy Ramsey, CMP

   Swedish & Thai Massage, Jin Shin, 
   Healing Touch, & Reiki   766-3697

Environmental Services 
Worker

Intermittent & Non-Benefitted, 
Haines, AK. $12.46+/hour DOE. 
See more information at www.
searhc.org. Apply onl ine or 
download an application and 
submit it to SEARHC Human 
Resources, 222 Tongass Drive, 
Sitka, AK 99835. Phone 907-
966-8311 Fax 907-966-8404. 
Preference given per PL 93-638. 
Visit us and apply. #1156 
(4,5,6,7 b)

TO THE PERSON in Skagway 
who spoke with Natalia Dodov, 
please call: (209) 753 -2039.

Senior 1 Bedroom Unfurnished 
Apartment at St. Lucy’s Senior 
Living. Utilities included. Must 
be age 62 and low-income 
(less than $24,900 for one 
person household). Rent is 
calculated at 30% of income. If 
interested, obtain application 
by calling 766-3616. St. Lucy’s 
Senior Living provides housing 
services without regard to race, 
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Nicholas Galanin is an internationally renowned artist.  

Galanin learned alongside master artists who inspired him 

to push the boundaries of Native art. He has shared his 

knowledge with students as a guest professor at  

the University of Victoria in BC and through his Sitka  

gallery and studio. Sealaska celebrates Nicholas’  

accomplishment and inspiring works of art.

company. Whatever they did, it 
doesn’t matter. She doesn’t see 
any risk for the clients and their 
safety... She admitted the things 
they did wrong, but then she 
excused them and gave them the 
permit anyway.”

In the memo, Cozzi identified 
and addressed 12 complaints 
leveled by the Dodov family, 
who alleged various deficiencies 
in Alaska Heliskiing’s operations 
related to the accident. Though 
Cozzi confirmed the validity of 
several of the complaints, the rest 
she either found unwarranted or 
lacking in sufficient substantiation.

The Dodovs took issue with 
specific aspects of Cozzi’s memo, 
including her conclusion that it was 
“unlikely” that Alaska Heliskiing 
falsified an avalanche report in an 
attempt to retroactively downplay 
the avalanche risk on the day of 
the accident.

The Dodovs also did not think 
Cozzi adequately addressed 
the issue of the THC found in 
deceased guide Rob Liberman’s 
blood during his autopsy. Cozzi 
said the borough requested the 
autopsy report, but the request was 
denied. (The state releases such 
reports only to family members 
and police agencies.)

The Dodovs said they would 
meet with their lawyer Wednesday 
morning to discuss options. 

Manager Earnest can allocate 
up to 2,600 skier days between 
the three companies. Alaska 
Heliskiing has requested 1,400 
days, SEABA has requested 
1,000, and AMG has requested 
450.

Earnest said Alaska Heliskiing’s 
safety record and permit violations 
could affect how many skier days 
the company is allotted. Earnest 
said decisions regarding permit 

renewal and skier day allocation 
need to be based on objective 
facts, not gut reactions to tragic 
accidents.  

“What is the real issue here, 
not the emotional issue? What are 
the facts? You have to base your 
decision, albeit it’s a subjective 
decision, but it has to be based 
on some objectivity. It can’t be 
done on emotion or perception or 
feelings,” Earnest said.

Ea rnes t  s a id  t he  memo 
explaining the renewal decision 
“certainly had a review and a 
lot of input from the borough 
attorney,” Brooks Chandler. “

Cozzi said she prepared the 
final draft of the memo, but said 
she worked with Chandler “quite 
a bit” in composing it.

Earnest said Chandler has not 
yet sent an invoice for his January 
work on the Alaska Heliskiing 
permit decision.

Cozzi’s approval of the Alaska 
Helikskiing permit is conditional 

on the company receiving 
permission to operate on state 
lands. 

David Kelly, regional manager 
of the Southeast office of DNR’s 
Division of Mining, Land and 
Water said the agency is not 
interested in punishing companies 
for past noncompliance. “We tend 
to work with people to bring them 
into compliance. Stuff happens. 
We try to help them rather than 
hinder them.”

Cozzi said she feels confident 
in her decision to renew Alaska 
Heliskiing’s permit, but that she 
is “by no means happy that this 
decision falls to the borough 
clerk.”

“I’m always reluctant when I 
have to make a decision like that. 
And this was not an easy decision 
for me to make. But with my 
whole heart I do not believe that 
everything taken together rose to 
the level of denying a permit,” 
Cozzi said. 

 Three heart-themed events are 
set for Saturday.

 A Valentine’s Breakfast will be 
held 7:30 to 11 a.m. at the Haines 
School cafeteria. It’s a fund-raiser 
for the fourth grade’s annual trip 
to the Yukon Territory and will 
feature student decorations and 
pancakes, sausage, orange juice 
and good coffee, said teacher 
Patty Brown. “We’ll even have 
something for people who are 
gluten-free,” Brown said. 

 The Haines Presbyterian 
Church invites all women to its 
annual Valentine’s Tea, a free 
event starting 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 9, at the church.  “We sit 
down and drink tea and eat 
cookies and listen to (live) music. 
It’s just a nice time to get together 
and have a tea party,” said Crystal 
Badgley, commissioned lay pastor 
for the church.

 The event is a decades-long 
tradition, with tea, sandwiches, 
cookies, coffee and punch served. 
“It’s a really nice event for mothers 
and daughters. All ages of women 
and girls are welcome to come,” 
Badgley said.

 A “Valentine’s Bazaar” also 
will be held Saturday, starting 

at noon. Organizer Mark Cozzi 
said offerings from 22 vendors 
appropriate for the love-struck 
will include jewelry and cupcakes. 
Wife Julie Cozzi will sing love 
songs at 2 p.m.

 Vendor and jewelry-maker 
Cassie Miller said in addition to 
her line of necklaces and earrings, 
she’ll be offering metalwork 
bracelets with heart designs.

 On Valentine’s Day, the public 
library will offer “Date Night for 
Parents,” a 90-minute children’s 
party aimed at giving parents 
some time alone. Starting at 5 
p.m. and open to children ages 
3 to 10, the party will feature a 
menu of heart-shaped mini pizzas 
and cookies, a puppet show, and 
an opportunity to make Valentine 
cards for grown-ups.

 The treat is the brainchild of 
children’s librarian Holly Davis. 
“I thought, ‘What would I like for 
Valentine’s Day?’ What would be 
wonderful would be a place to go 
with just my husband.” 

 That’s not a selfish sentiment, 
Davis said. “It’s a gift to children 
when their parents are happy. The 
best thing you can do for your 
child is to love your spouse.”

predict a change in Haines’ 
population size over the next 25 
years.

“I think our projection has been 
about the same for a long while. 
Here we predict little change in 
the total population, but certainly 
a lot of aging (of the population),” 
Hunsinger said. 

As a consequence of the low 
birth rate and in-migration of 
retirees, Haines is growing older, 
Hunsinger explained. According 
to the Department of Labor’s 
population projections, the median 
age of Haines will increase from 
46.8 in 2010 to 50 in 2025 and 
will hover there for several more 
decades.

The statistics are based on large 
amounts of data, but they are just 
estimates, projections of what 
might occur, Hunsinger said.

“They are just one scenario 
based on the last 10 years or so 
of data that we’ve seen. But many 
different events could definitely 
change it dramatically. For a 
place like Haines, the projections 
have a great deal of uncertainty,” 
Hunsinger said.

Population estimates take into 
account only full-time residents. 
If people have second homes, 
they are asked to turn their census 
form in for the address where they 
spend the majority of the year, 
Hunsinger said.

PERMIT from page 1
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 More events have been added 
to the annual Winter Games, 
starting 10 a.m. Saturday at the 
fairgrounds.

 Fair assistant director Jessica 
Edwards said a “tea-making 
contest” would pit contestants 
against each other in a race to 
build a fire and boil water in a 
#10 can. Wood and axes will be 
provided.

 Also, Haines Animal Rescue 

Kennel will sponsor a dog-pull 
event at 11 a.m. Dogs must be 
leashed. Other events will include 
a 10 a.m. cross-country ski race 
and BB gun biathlon, 11 a.m. chili 
cook-off and 11:30 a.m. chili feed. 
A hockey tournament is set for 
noon. Events may change due to 
weather.

 “Every year it’s different. 
That’s what makes it fun,” 
Edwards said. 

Games adds events


