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Residents cheer as the 
Tazlina docks in Haines

Principal candidate list to be 
narrowed down later this week

Residents build case 
for community center

Separate forums highlight risks 
and benefits of mining in Haines 

Becky’s Place raises funds 
for new, larger safe house

By Ceri Godinez 
On Friday, March 6 the Tazlina 

sailed into Haines only 10 minutes 
behind schedule. A group of travelers 
waiting outside clapped, cheered and 
snapped pictures as the first ferry in 
roughly seven weeks arrived.

Friday’s ferry made a loop from 
Juneau to Haines to Skagway 
and then back to the capital city. 
According to Haines ferry terminal 
staff, 163 people arrived in Haines 
along with 26 vehicles, and 63 people 
departed from Haines. Leaving 
Haines, the ferry had nearly sold out 
on vehicle space. That was as much 
a function of the Tazlina’s smaller 
size as it was a function of a backlog 
in vehicles, terminal manager Ryan 
Ackerman said.

Ackerman said he knew of at least 
one vehicle leaving Haines that day 
that had been waiting to get to Juneau 
for warranty work since before Feb. 
1. Owners couldn’t drive the vehicle 
to Whitehorse because of the needed 
repairs and considerations related to 
the warranty, and while the warranty 
usually covers the cost of shipping 
the car on the ferry, it won’t cover 
the cost of moving the car via barge, 
he said. 

“We’re really happy to finally have 

Uncertain future still looms 
the boats back,” Ackerman said. 
“Today is busier than it has been 
for two months.” While the ferry 
has been out of service, workers in 
Haines have been limited to cleaning, 
maintenance projects and snow 
removal, he said.

While those with vehicles waited 
to load up, passengers arriving in 
Haines walked off the ferry carrying 
Costco-sized packages of butter, 
tissues and other food and household 
items.

The lack of  ferry service “has made 
life difficult for a variety of groups,” 
said Carol Duis, a Haines resident 
since 2006. She listed school sports 
teams and those with medical needs 
as examples. Duis, who provides 
medical escort services for people on 
Medicaid, said lack of travel options 
while the ferries were out of service 
caused a delay for a trip on which 
she escorted a patient to Anchorage. 

“This is a part of the infrastructure 
that not just the governor but the 
government as a whole needs to 
support,” Duis said.

“We’re thrilled that the ferry is 
running again,” Haines resident Keri 
Eggleston said. She and her family 

See FERRY page 2

By Kyle Clayton
Seven educators, including two 

locals, have submitted applications 
for the Haines School principal 
position. Interviews are this week 
with a  short list expected by Friday. 

Haines Borough School District 
teacher Lily Boron and dean of 
students Kim Sundberg are among 
the applicants.  

Boron has taught in the school 
district for 21 years and is currently 
teaching secondary social studies, 
Spanish, cooking, and serving as 
an administrative intern. Sundberg 
taught for four years before the 
district hired her in 2018 as dean of 
students.

Additional applicants include 
Miranda Macha who is the principal 
and teacher in Aleknagik. Paul 
Gilbert is a principal in Akiachak. 
Drew Larrabee is the career and 
technical education director in 

Wrangell. Alaska Otterbacher is 
working for the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and as a public 
speaker. Gale Pratt is the director 
of special education in Fort Yukon. 

Haines superintendent Roy 
Getchell said the hiring committee 
is currently narrowing down the 
field and will announce a short list 
by Friday, March 13. Getchell said 
students, staff and residents were 
surveyed about what they want in 
a new principal. He said responses 
garnered 75 data points. 

“I did three focus groups to look 
for specific things we need right 
now and to get specie information to 
help us make an unbiased decision,” 
Getchell said. 

He said  responses were 
“remarkably consistent” about what 
was wanted in a new principal. Those 
responses will help form questions 
which will be considered during 

upcoming interviews, Getchell said. 
The hiring committee consists 

of Getchell, school board members 
Anne Marie Palmieri and Shelly 
Sloper, teachers Mark Fontenot and 
Fran Daly, classified staff members 
Denise Sherman and Margaret 
McLaughlin, parents Melissa Ganey 
and Lynette Hart and student 
representative Lydia Andriesen.

The position was advertised 
beginning Feb. 7. The committee 
will conduct interviews on Thursday, 
March 12 when further reference 
checks will be completed if necessary. 
The district will then make an offer 
to the desired candidate and the 
committee is scheduled to make 
a recommendation for hire to the 
school board by April 7. 

Outgoing principal Rene Martin 
submitted her letter of resignation 
last month effective June 8. 

By Ceri Godinez
Friends of Mosquito Lake School 

and Community Center board 
members are building a case for 
keeping the facility open for the 
coming fiscal year. 

At a meeting in February, Haines 
Borough Assembly members 
identified the Mosquito Lake 
Community Center as one of several 
facilities that could be offloaded in an 
effort to reduce the borough’s budget 
in light of recent decreases in state 
support for municipalities.

Since the Mosquito Lake School 
closed in 2014 due to falling 
enrollment, the facility, which 
currently functions as a community 
center, has been on the chopping 
block every few years, Friends’ chair 
Dawn Drotos said. 

In March 2015, Friends of 
Mosquito Lake advocated that the 
borough keep the former school 
building off the borough’s “for 
sale” list and, instead, make use of 
the building as a community center 
or rented space. Back when the 
facility was a school, it had doubled 

as a gathering space for community 
events in the evenings, Drotos said.

The following year, the assembly 
a p p r o v e d  a  M e m o r a n d u m 
of Understanding with Friends 
of Mosquito Lake. Under the 
agreement, the borough retained 
ownership of the building and 
responsibility for utility costs while 
Friends of Mosquito Lake assumed 
responsibility for cleaning, light 
maintenance, landscaping, garbage 
collection, coordinating events, and 
rental of the space. 

Prior to the agreement, the facility 
had been mothballed, with the 
borough paying to maintain and heat 
the facility without using it.

“We’re doing our best to make use 
of  this facility,” Drotos said. “It gives 
people up (the highway) a place to 
gather that’s convenient.” 

For the past couple years, the 
facility has averaged roughly three 
events per month—a total of 36 
events in 2018 and just over 30 events 
in 2019. Turnout at these events 

By Kyle Clayton 
Becky’s Place Haven of Hope 

owners are fundraising for a eight-
bedroom, five-bathroom house that 
would serve as transitional housing 
for victims of domestic abuse and 
sexual assault. 

Becky’s Place can currently house 
up to six people at a time in their 
two-bedroom safe house that owner 
Jackie Mazeikas, a former SEARHC 
sexual assault and health educator, 
and her husband, Stan, opened in 
2015.  

“We can’t handle any more than 
that at one time,” Mazeikas said. 
“We’re just too small. With a larger 
transitional house and safe house we 
could have (a staff member) living 
there 24/7. That’s our next step and 
our next vision. It could take care 
of so many needs for us and help 
us take care of people for a longer 
period of time.”

 They are hoping to raise $500,000 
for a house on Piedad Road. Mazeikas 
said each year they provide temporary 
housing to about 35 people, and give 
other assistance to more than 100.

She said since opening they’ve 
helped women, children and men 
from as far away as Kodiak, 
Fairbanks and Anchorage. 

“They’re fleeing, sometimes 
bruised and bleeding. It can vary,” 
Mazeikas said of the victims. “We get 
them when they’re trying to regroup, 
sleep and rest. We start brainstorming 
on what the next steps may be, what 
direction they want to go in. We come 

up with a few different options and 
choose one.” 

Mazeikas said the additional rooms 
would provide more relief for victims 
in need of longer-term housing. 
The nonprofit would aim to keep a 
staff member posted at the house 24 
hours a day. 

SEARHC domestic violence 
prevention coordinator Samantha 
Clay cited Alaska’s high rate of 
domestic violence as a reason an 
expanded safe house would serve 
Haines well. 

“It’s a very much needed resource 
so we can help the people in our 
community and have it available in 
Southeast,” Clay said. “Anything 
we can do to provide that safety for 
people, and to let people know it’s 
available, I think is very important.” 

Debi Knight Kennedy donated to 
the fundraiser. “I know, personally, 
what it means to have the need to get 
out, to escape, and to have nowhere 
to go,” she said. “I am grateful that 
those in need, here, now, have that 
option. I donate to Becky’s Place 
whenever I can, always with the 
hope that someday we won’t need 
such a place.”

As of this week, $465 has been 
contributed to a gofundme.com 
account set up last month. 

“There is such a need in our tiny 
community and the surrounding 
area,” Mazeikas said. “We’re so 
thankful for the support we’ve had. 
We could not do what we do without 
our amazing community.” 

Tazlina arrives at the Haines ferry terminal. Ceri Godinez photo.

Courage Kelly and mom Courtney enjoyed some ice fishing on Mosquito Lake with their family. There is 
some debate over what type of fish it was, but in any case, Courage really enjoyed eating his catch later that 
evening. Richard Chapell photo.
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By Ceri Godinez and Sylvia Heinz
How to minimize risks while 

maximizing the benefits of mining 
were themes at two mining forums 
held last week in Haines. It’s the 
second year in a row that Haines 
has hosted two mining information 
events in the same week—a 
Thursday evening discussion 
sponsored by the Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council and Lynn 
Canal Conservation, and the two-day 
Chilkat Valley Mining Forum, which 
spanned last weekend.

At Thursday’s event, Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council’s 
staff scientist Guy Archibald talked 
about the risks involved in mining, 
with a particular focus on water 
contamination. He also discussed 
the power dynamics that exist 
between a mine and the community 
where the mine is located and the 
ways communities can work to 
have greater input in the mining 

development process.
The weekend forum, organized 

by the Chilkat Valley Mining 
Forum Committee, featured nine 
speakers from either mining or 
community planning backgrounds: 
Meilani Schijvens, socio-economic 
specialist from Rain Coast Data; 
Rorie Watt, city manager of Juneau; 
Garfield MacVeigh, Constantine 
president and CEO; Jim Casey, 
geological engineer from Klohn 
Crippen Berger Consulting, hired 
to do tailings disposal planning for 
Constantine; Shena Shaw, socio-
community specialist from Hemmera 
Consulting, a company Constantine 
hired to run community engagement 
activities; Scott Bradford, retired 
Haines water and sewer operator; 
Dave Long, owner of Haines Real 
Estate; Mike Bell, former director of 
the University of Alaska Southeast 
Mine Training Center and Liz 
Cornejo, Constantine vice president 

and member of the Chilkat Valley 
Mining Forum Committee.

In-person attendance at the 
weekend forum was down from last 
year, Cornejo said, although the event 
was live streamed on the internet. 
According to organizers, 50 people 
attended Saturday and 30 on Sunday. 

“Even though numbers were 
down, we were pleased with the 
diversity and knowledge in the 
room,” Cornejo said. “The questions 
(at these events) are becoming more 
relevant,” allowing for a higher level 
of discussion, she said.

Last week’s forums were the first 
held since the release of the Palmer 
Project’s preliminary economic 
assessment (PEA) last summer, 
which allowed discussions to focus 
more specifically on the potential 
impacts of mining in Haines.

The following are specific issues 

See MINE page 5
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I want to send huge thanks and respect to all the Kat to Kat 2020 
participants who made the fourth annual event a great success.

Thank you to the 59 racers and six mountain safety men who rolled 
with the challenging mountain conditions. They climbed to 2,500 
feet through whiteout, then descended the same steep slope through 
powder snow and hard-pack, then charged down the road back to 
the fairgrounds.

Thank you to the finest businesses in Haines, Whitehorse and Juneau 
as well as the Southeast Alaska State Fair, that sponsored the race 
and provide year-round benefits to our communities. Also, thank you 
to the solid crew of volunteers who sacrificed their chance at glory to 
make the whole thing possible: Jess Kayser Forster, Courtney Culbeck, 
Beth Douthit, Rachel Saitzyk, Macky Cassidy, Chad Beibrich, Lizi 
Wirak, Giselle Miller, Jeff Moskowitz, Graham Kraft, Bart Pieciul, 
Kevin Forster, Dave Simmons, Chris Downer, Zach Tarleton, Ray 
Reeves and Andy Hedden.

Haines’ backyard is truly rad, as are the wide variety of people 
who get up to play in it.

Haines Huts is stoked to continue facilitating fun events like this 
mountain adventure race as we work to fundraise for our first public 
use cabin near Mt. Tukgagho. Visit us at www.haineshuts.org if you 
want to learn more or pitch in!

Lindsay Johnson

I understand the need for cutbacks and I accept that our library 
should not physically expand in these dire economic times. But, I am 
completely opposed to library patrons being charged “user fees,” as 
one of our borough assembly members has recently recommended.

For almost as long as America has been in existence, the idea 
that library books and information should be available to all of its 
citizens, regardless of their ability to pay, has been an equalizer. That 
concept is especially important now in a country that has become 
so bedeviled by money that the rich and guilty are treated better in 
our courts than the poor and innocent and where we have to pay 
extra in order to get through airport security lines at a decent pace.

Crouched in a corner of the large public library in Birmingham, 
Alabama; reading books that my family could not afford to buy in my 
elementary school years; I learned so much about people and lands 
beyond my own experiences.  I hope the Haines Borough Assembly 
will continue to allow our residents and visitors to experience the 
wealth of information, technology and helpfulness available at our 
library free of charge.

Sharon Resnick

The Chilkat Center shone again with six beautiful stars of our local 
stage.   Thank you Annette Smith, Cheryl Mullins, Margaret Sebens, 
Carolyn Goolsby, Marie Boisvert and Regi Johanos for being the 
witty and wonderful women in Steel Magnolias.  Thank you for your 
dedication, enthusiasm and creativity.  Also, thank you to the crew 
who made these stars shine brighter: Rebekah McCoy, Dena Selby, 
John Norton, Kelleen Adams, Brad Adams, Pam Long and Michael 
Marks.  Finally, thank you to Judith McDermaid, my co-director, 
who made my dream come true.

Lorrie Dudzik

The Haines Dolphins Swim Team is pleased to announce that their 
annual fundraiser has kicked off.  Formerly known as the “Swim-
a-thon”, the event has a new name: the HDST “Swimboree”.  The 
Swimboree is the Dolphin’s only public fundraiser, and 100% of the 
proceeds go to support the annual budget needs of the swim team.  

What is the Swimboree?  On March 28, swimmers will endeavor to 
swim up to 200 lengths of the pool within two hours.  Little Dolphins, 
represented by beginners, will swim the width of the pool for up to two 
hours.  The rest of the athletes will put their training and stamina to 
the test by completing as many lengths as they can in the allotted time.  

We would like to thank the community of Haines for its consistent 
outstanding support of this excellent program over the years, which 
currently has about 65 swimmers of all ages.  Ability levels range from 
those learning how to swim, to those that are regionally competitive 
and travel to places like Anchorage, Fairbanks, Whitehorse, and  
Oregon for meets, including Junior Olympics.  The program’s 
success is directly related to the generosity of this community that 
has financially supported it.  The HDST thanks you! 

 Please consider pledging a swimmer for their efforts -- one may 
show up at your door!  Donations can also be made online: www.
swimboree.org (you can select a swimmer to pledge) or through the 
mail to: HDST, PO BOX 1367, Haines, AK, 99827.   All donations 
are tax deductible.

Grateful,
Lee Robinson and the HDST Board

PR spectacles displaying glossy certainties are paramount to 
professing the gospel of wealth. In order to create the kinds of 
over-confident narratives about weather and climate prediction, 
speculation over volatile global economies, and a risk assessment 
about building infrastructure on a fault line under a glacier, a kind of  
faith-like scientific approach must be adopted. The dogma elevates 
jobs and potential profits to the highest good, while reducing the 
dynamic and specific environment to projections. Whatever models 
salesmen use to describe living places (the Chilkat River and its 
tributaries) is inevitably to enslave it, to give up on life by carrying 
it beyond the scope of change. Plans for “perpetuity” must be made. 
(Legally defined as 200 years) What data or contrivance can account 
for “perpetuity”? This is an abuse of the intent of science, and a 
prime example of industry turning the scientific process into a sales 
platform. We, the residents, the salmon, our human and nonhuman 
neighbors are burdened with the consequences of projection failure, 
natural disaster, or even gradual change. Do we dare imagine two 
or three generations ahead? This land’s wholeness is borrowed, not 
ours to ante up.

Ben Aultman-Moore

Letters to the Editor
Kat to Kat 2020 event a great success

Duly Noted

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15 
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar 
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same 
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name 
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters 
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.
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Steel Magnolias: a dream come true

Save the Date
To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office, 

email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!
Thursday, March 12

Adult Technology for beginners classes, 10:00 
– 11:00 a.m. at the Library. Every Thursday.

Lynn Canal Toastmasters,  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Library. Build speaking confidence & skill 
in a supportive environment. Second and fourth 
Thursdays monthly. For more information, contact 
Ron at 766-3703.

Tourism advisory board meeting, 12:00 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

Learn about book Steller’s Orchid, 5:00 – 6:00 
p.m. at the Library. Author Tom McGuire shares 
passages from the book.

Haines Sheldon Museum BOT meeting, 5:30 
p.m. at the museum.

NA meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Gateway Building 
every Thursday.

Planning commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

NAR – ANON meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Gate-
way Building every Thursday.
Friday, March 13

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Sheldon Museum. Bring a lunch and lend an 
ear! Sammy Burrous will present his Theme: “All 
about the music”.

Lunchtime Roundtable, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Haines Library Community Room. Topic: 
Ferries and Biomass. Robert Venables is coming to 
Haines and wanted to discuss these issues.
Saturday, March 14

Family Nature Series, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
at the American Bald Eagle Foundation. A free 
five-week event series, every Saturday until April 
4.

Miles Klehini Classic cross country ski event, 
12:00 p.m. for kids and 12:30 p.m. for adults, at the 
25 Mile cross country trails. Skiing, BBQ & prizes!

Inner Tube Water Polo, 12:45 p.m. at the 
Haines pool.
Sunday, March 15

Non-denominational meetings about Jesus, 
4:00 p.m. at Ralph and Jan Borders residence, also 
on Sunday, March 22, and Wednesdays, March 18 
and 25 at 7:30 p.m. 766-2640 or 766-2294.
Tuesday, March 17

Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at 
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every 
Tuesday. Haines Public Library’s Community Ed 

Coordinator Tracy Wirak will lead science activities, 
art projects, and nature walks geared toward young 
children at Mosquito Lake School Community 
Center. Library books can be checked out as well. 
766-6422. 

Code review commission meeting, 11:00 a.m. at 
the assembly chambers.

Taco Tuesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 at the American Le-
gion. Tuesdays through April 14th. Donation $10, to 
support scholarship fundraising.

Commerce committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Topics: 5.5% sales tax 
areawide and municipal solid waste.

Oscar-nominated Live-Action short films, 
7:00pm at the Chilkat Center Lobby. Presented by 
the Haines Arts Council. Showing also on Sunday, 
March 22, and Tuesday March 24.
Thursday, March 19

Planning Commission workshop, 6:30 p.m. at 
the assembly chambers. Specific/Conditional use 
approval criteria for the general use zone. 

River talk, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Theme: “Saved by a Song.”
Friday, March 20

Kids Art Day, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Shel-
don Museum. Morning of fun educational art activi-
ties. Every other Friday. 
Sunday, March 22

Produce Safety Alliance grower training, 8:00 
a.m. – 5:30 p.m. at the Aspen Hotel. For more 
information and to register, please contact Dena 
Cologgi, DEC Office of the State Veterinarian, at 
(907) 375-8212 or dena.cologgi@alaska.gov.
Tuesday, March 24

Personnel Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the 
assembly chambers.

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly 
chambers.
Wednesday, March 25

Murph Challenge, meet at 12:00 p.m. at the 
school track. For more information contact Sgt Josh 
Dryden at jdryden@haines.ak.us or 766-6300.
Monday, April 6

Wildland fire prevention workshop, 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. at the Aspen hotel. To help property owners 
prepare for the 2020 fire season. Prevention is the 
best way to protect valued property during a fire in-
cident. For more information contact Greg Palmieri 
at 766-2120 or greg.palmieri@alaska.gov. 
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Flash free verse poem ‘Transportation’

Alaria Lilly Havana Lockart 
was born to Erica Totland and 
Justin Lockart 9:16 a.m. March 
3 at Bartlett Regional Hospital. 
Alaria weighed 6 lbs., 7 oz. and 
measured 17.5 inches. Alaria’s sib-
lings include Aiden Ray Bathurst, 
Tristan Scott Howard, Kendra 
Eden Howard and Aurora Luna 
Arabella Lockart.  

Tom Morphet received the dis-
tinguished honor of placing dead 
last in the 25K event at the annual 
Buckwheat Ski Classic in Skagway 
last weekend. He and wife Jane 
Pascoe, who finished in a time of 
three hours and 26 minutes, were 
the only Haines racers this year. 
Morphet skied with his trumpet 
strapped to his back, and serenaded 
racers at rest stations. “I had the 
worst skis there,” Morphet said. “I 
obviously haven’t gotten any faster, 
and my skis have gotten to be a big-
ger and bigger liability.”

Resident Marie Rose travelled 
to Ann Arbor, Michigan for the 
5th Annual Jelly Bean Jump Up 
at Zingerman’s Roadhouse. The 
event raised funds to help the Ann 
Arbor SafeHouse Center, which 
provides services and a safe place 
for survivors of domestic violence 
and sexual assault. Alaska’s Shore-
line Wild Salmon, a business Rose 
co-owns which distributes Alaskan 
salmon to the Midwest, partnered 
with Zingerman’s to sell t-shirts 
printed with an artistic rendition 
of Rose holding a king salmon 
and to serve an Alaska salmon din-
ner prepared by chef Bob Bennet. 
Rose was also recently featured in 
the documentary series “Wonder 
Women,” produced by Mirrorwater 
Entertainment, which highlighted 

women around the globe who are 
working in underrepresented indus-
tries.

Guides Charlie Stewart and 
Brady McGuire braved strong 
winds and frigid temperatures on a 
commercial ski trip last week. They 
camped at Chuck Creek for a five-
day ski tour near Nadahini moun-
tain with two clients on skis and a 
third on a snowboard. “Winds up 
to 60mph and negative 30-degree 
temperatures were forecasted for 
the trip,” Stewart said. They com-
batted the elements with “some re-
ally big snow walls and hot drinks.” 
The group had good spirits and also 
enjoyed two sunny days. 

Leah Wagner and Nick Schloss-
tein, owners of farm and seed com-
pany Foundroot, hosted their event 
“Sowing Change” with their whole-
sale partners at Amalga Distillery’s 
tasting room. Their presentation fo-
cused on the work they are doing to 
bring a more resilient food system 
to Southeast Alaska. They followed 
with a pop-up shop and seed-to-
table snacks. The event had a full 
house with standing room only and 
they said they were grateful to con-
nect with so many new and old cus-
tomers in Juneau.

Royal Henderson was selected 
to the Alaska High School Hall of 
Fame’s Class of 2020 for his ac-
complishments in student govern-
ment. A 2013 Haines High School 
graduate, Henderson was elected 
student body president his sopho-
more, junior, and senior years. He 
was elected to the Haines Borough 
School Board as a senior, and as 
a junior and senior he represented 
Southeast on the Alaska Associa-
tion of Student Governments. Hen-

derson graduated from law school 
at Gonzaga University School of 
Law in 2019.  Six other students 
were also honored for their ath-
letic achievements, along with an 
administrator, an official, a broad-
caster, and a business.

 

With regard to the mining forum last week

Support Haines Dolphins for ‘Swimboree’

FERRY from page 1
were waiting to take the ferry to 
Juneau for a doctor’s appointment 
for her son and a chance to get out 
of town for a while. 

Eggleston said she and her husband 
moved to Haines a couple years ago 
because they “wanted to raise kids in 
a smaller community, slow down the 
pace of life and spend time with… 
family.”

“Frequent, reliable ferry service 
was one of the major factors in 
deciding to move here from Juneau… 
This winter, thanks to the lack of 
ferries, we have really been second 
guessing that decision. We don’t 
want to live somewhere that we feel 
stranded,” Eggleston said.

 “It was a smooth ride, like it should 
be,” said Hoop Rats basketball coach 
Lucas Johnson who traveled with 
roughly 25 fourth- through eighth-
grade students from Juneau to play 
in Haines’ Triple Threat Tournament. 
“Riding on the ferry takes me back 
to my high school days” playing 
basketball for Hoonah. 

The Triple Threat Tournament 
usually takes place in January 
or February, Johnson said. This 
year, organizers waited to hold the 
tournament until the ferry was back in 
service. If the ferry’s return to service 
had been delayed yet again, his 
team’s backup plan was chartering 
a catamaran, Johnson said. 

“I’m really glad the ferries are 
running,” said Gail Dabaluz, who 
was on her way to the Bead, Hide 
and Fur Symposium in Whitehorse. 
Dabaluz said she had tried to fly to 
Haines the day before, but planes 
were grounded due to high winds. 

Dabaluz said she has to travel to 
Haines roughly once a month for 
her job as project manager for the 
Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium. She said this has not 
been possible the last few months 
with the ferry out of service and 
plane travel weather-dependent. The 
lack of travel options has hit relatives 
who live in villages in Southeast even 

harder, she said.
Heli-ski guide and photographer 

Justin McCarty rode the ferry from 
Juneau to Haines with his wife and 
child to work the heli-ski season. He 
and his family live in Colorado and 
decided to travel when they heard the 
ferry was coming back into service, 
McCarty said. Despite official 
assurances that the ferry would be 
up and running, the decision to come 
up still felt like a bit of a gamble. 
“Everybody that we talked to from 
Alaska said, ‘don’t count on the ferry 
running.’”

The next Alaska Marine Highway 
vessel to return to service will be the 
Columbia on April 14. The vessel 
will take over the Matanuska’s 
sailing route, providing service to 
communities including Petersburg, 
Sitka and Wrangell. After a two-
month delay, the Matanuska left 
Juneau on Friday, March 6, headed 
to the Ketchikan shipyard for repairs 
to its propulsion system.

Library books and information should be free
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You are cordially invited to attend a series of 
non-denominational hour-long meetings: 
The New Testament Teachings About 

Having an Intimate and Personal 
Relationship with Jesus

Sundays, March 15 and 22 at 4:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, March 18 and 25 at 7:30 p.m.

at Ralph and Jan Borders’ residence 
(West end of Bartlett Drive) 766-2640 or 766-2294

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 Second Ave S   766-3510   www.hainesrealestate.com

Residential • Commercial • Land
Shop local - List your home with us!

10k Nordic Ski Event
Miles Klehini Classic

Saturday, March 14 at 25 mile
Kids start at noon, adults 12:30

and 

Kids’ 

Loop!

Great prizes!

Snacks & Beverages!

Costumes 

encouraged!

NOW HIRING!
Position opening: 

Gas Station Attendant
Starts at $14 per hour

Call Kathy or Fred at 766-3190

In a café setting, locals share their stories and musicians share their music.

Thursday, March 19 in the Chilkat Center lobby 
Theme: “Saved by a Song ”

Sponsored by Lynn Canal Community Players & Alaska Arts Confluence

River Talk

Assembly: Put Ocean 
Rangers under DEC

Haines Assembly misses Army 
Corps public comment deadline

Three years missing, 
lost camera returned

Assembly Briefs

Thank you to everybody who 
volunteered for the Triple 
Threat Tournament.
It would not have been possible without you!
- CYD basketball teams & director

By Ceri Godinez
The Haines Borough is asking the 

federal government to halt interim 
plans for in-place remediation for 
contaminated soil at 15 Mile on the 
Haines Highway.

Last month, the Army Corps of 
Engineers detailed a proposal for 
cleaning up soil contaminated in 
1968 by a 33,000-gallon fuel leak 
from the Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline. 
The proposal included plans to 
remove contaminated earth from 
either side of the highway near 15 
Mile and use a combination of in-
place treatment techniques to reduce 
the remaining contamination under 
the road. 

The proposal also suggested 
landfarming near 24 Mile as an 
alternative to shipping the soil to 
the Lower 48. The process involves 
spreading contaminated soil in an 
18-inch thick layer and promoting 
microbe growth that would remove 

the contaminants naturally, said 
Will Mangano, an Army Corps 
environmental engineer. During the 
estimated two years it would take 
to clean, engineers would plow and 
aerate the soil and take samples over 
time to ensure the contaminants 
are being removed and not moving 
deeper into the soil.

The Army Corps said their plan is 
in its preliminary stages, with public 
comments accepted through March 6. 

The assembly missed the deadline 
when its Feb. 25 meeting was 
canceled due to weather.

Borough manager Debra Schnabel 
said the assembly should still 
consider submitting comments even 
though the deadline had passed. 

Last month, public facilities 
director Ed Coffland drafted a memo 
to the assembly outlining his stance 
on the project. At their meeting 
on March 10, the assembly voted 
unanimously to direct borough staff 

to submit a letter based on Coffland’s 
recommendations. 

Coffland’s memo says that doing 
nothing would be preferable to the 
Army Corps’ interim remediation 
plan. At the meeting Coffland said 
leaving contaminated soil under 
the highway will leave potential 
for water-contamination issues. If 
the Army Corps’ proposal doesn’t 
solve the problem, why bother to 
do it, he said.

If the Army Corps moves forward 
with a remediation plan, the borough 
should require the removal of all 
contaminated material, including 
material under the road, Coffland 
said. He said the proposed location 
for the Army Corps’ land farm “is 
at the upper end of and partially 
on a constructed salmon spawning 
channel. Land farming would 
threaten the integrity of the spawning 

See ARMY page 6

By Ceri Godinez

Two new tours approved

This week, the Haines Borough 
Assembly approved two new tour 
permits—one for Chilkat River 
Adventures and one for Alaska 
Mountain Guides Adventures 
(AMGA).

The Chilkat River Adventures 
new tour, “Explore Haines ‘On Your 
Own,’” will coordinate travel for 
visitors coming over from Skagway 
on the fast ferry and take them on 
short tours of Fort Seward and the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation, 
with roughly two and a half hours 
allotted for shopping in between. 
Chilkat River Adventures will run a 
maximum of two “Explore Haines” 
tours per day, each serving up to 24 
guests.

“The main goal is to have people 
come over to Haines from Skagway 
to shop, company owner Karen Hess 
said. It gives people the chance to 
explore Haines on their own and 
encourages visitors who might 
be intimidated by making travel 
arrangements to get from Skagway 
to Haines to spend time in town. She 
said a finalized list of shopping stops 
is still being worked out, along with 

reaching agreements with various 
local shops to create a coupon book 
for those on the tour. 

Karen said she was mindful of 
the recent loss of Holland America 
sailings in Haines and thought her 
tour could be a creative way to 
attract more downtown shoppers 
this summer.  

The Alaska Mountain Guides 
tour titled “Haines Distillery Tour” 
includes visits to Port Chilkoot 
Distillery and other sites including 
Fort Seward, Picture Point, Tanani 
Point and the fairgrounds. 

The tour will support local 
businesses, said AMGA owner 
Sean Gaffney. The company will run 
a maximum of four distillery tours 
per day, each serving a maximum 
of 30 guests.

No community members testified 
about either proposal. The assembly 
unanimously approved both. The 
assembly also approved a new 
restaurant liquor license application 
for Sarah Bishop’s Old Field Kitchen 
on the Fort Seward Parade Grounds.

Assembly casts wide net for Lutak 
Dock funding sources

The assembly voted unanimously 
to authorize borough staff to apply for 

a federal TIGER grant to fund Lutak 
Dock renovations. The renovations, 
which cost roughly $30 million, are 
a heavy lift for the borough, but 
would be more feasible with the help 
of a grant.

Transportat ion Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER) Discretionary Grants, now 
called Better Utilizing Investments 
to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation Discretionary Grants, 
are administered by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation to fund 
road, rail, transit and port projects 
“that promise to achieve national 
objectives.” According to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s 
website, through these grants, 
“Congress has dedicated nearly $7.9 
billion over the course of eleven 
years to fund a total of 609 projects 
nationwide. In 2010, Juneau received 
a TIGER Grant to fund Auke Bay’s 
loading facility.

“This will be the third attempt that 
we have made to get federal funding 
for the dock,” borough manager 
Debra Schnabel said. Unlike past 
grants the borough applied for, 
the TIGER grant comes with a 
match requirement, Schnabel said. 
If  Haines is selected from what is 
likely to be a pool of several thousand 
applicants, the borough will be on 
the hook for $5 million in order to 
receive the roughly $27 million grant 
for, she said.

“It doesn’t cost us anything to 
apply” and requires very little 
staff time since the borough has 
already completed several similar 
applications, Schnabel said. Even 
though the application is a long 
shot, she said the borough can use 
the knowledge to refine future grant 
applications. She said projects that 
get funded usually go through seven 
to 10 application cycles before being 
selected. 

Schnabel said mayor Jan Hill 
met with the Alaska Industrial 
Development and Export Authority 
(AIDEA) dur ing  Southeas t 
Conference to discuss Lutak Dock 
repair needs. AIDEA is a state-
funded entity with a stated mission 
of diversifying the Alaska economy 
and creating jobs “by facilitating the 
financing of industrial, manufacturing 
and energy facilities, infrastructure, 
commercial real estate and equipment 
within the state.” In the past, AIDEA 
has supported projects ranging 
from renovations at the Yukon 
Kuskokwim Health Corporation’s 
medical campus in Bethel to a road 
and port project supporting the Red 
Dog Mine. 

Haines Borough presented AIDEA 
with the most up-to-date options for 
Lutak Dock rehabilitation, and last 
week, AIDEA expressed interest 
in setting up a time to talk about a 
potential partnership, Schnabel said. 
Right now, the borough is working 
to set a date to talk about how 
collaboration might work, but it is 

See BRIEFS page 5

A camera made its way back to its rightful owner this week, more 
than three years after it was left behind at a California nature reserve.

Photographing the limestone formations at Mono Lake in October 
2016, Jane Pascoe put aside her Panasonic Lumix camera to use a larger 
one, then left the area believing the smaller camera was among her gear.

She returned to look for it, but as she’d gone off trail, finding it was 
a needle in a haystack, she said this week.

In December of 2016 an SD card lost on the same trip was found in 
the mud by a research professor from Reno, Nev., who reviewed the 
photos and spotted an envelope bearing the newspaper’s post office box 
number. He mailed the SD card to the address with a note saying “you 
might know someone who this belongs to”. Pascoe, the newspaper’s 
bookkeeper, opened the mail, reviewed the photos and recognized it 
as hers.

Pascoe had given up on the camera until it surfaced at Juneau-Douglas 
High School this week, where photos on it of a high school graduation 
were identified by a graduate’s mom, a friend of Pascoe’s who works 
as a paraeducator at the high school.

Paula Kaufman, travel writer from Charleston, W. Va., came across the 
camera hanging from a bush the same fall Pascoe lost it, while touring 
national parks. The only location-specific photo on the camera showed 
a sign for the high school, so Kaufman sent it there.

This week, Kaufman apologized for the delayed return. “I’m a very 
unorganized person,” Kaufman wrote to Pascoe. “And despite my 
greatest intentions, (I) lost your camera for two years in my stuff in my 
house before becoming organized enough to get the camera to you.”

Pascoe said she was just glad to get it back. “Never in a million years 
did I expect to see that camera again. And to get the SD card and the 
camera back is truly remarkable. The universe works in mysterious ways.”

 

Some friends missing warmer weather decided not to let the cold prevent them from enojying ‘summer’ activites, 
including a scavenger hunt for items around town and a bonfire on top of three feet of snow. They told stories 
and cooked hotdogs over the fire until it was too cold to stay out. Left to right: Elora Forte, Dawn Dixon, Tahveh 
and Schance Watkins, Owen, Wesley and Garrett Dixon, and Noah Oman. Larissa Barrett photo.

By Ceri Godinez
The Haines Borough Assembly 

voted unanimously to send a letter 
to the Alaska Municipal League 
in support of a bill that would 
eliminate the state’s Ocean Ranger 
program and give the Department 
of Environmental Conservation the 
authority to set up a replacement 
oversight  program through 
regulation. 

The bill would eliminate on-board 
marine engineers (called Ocean 
Rangers) who observe health, 
safety and wastewater treatment 
and discharge operations. The 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation has said it would 
instead conduct start-of-season 
inspections for cruise ships and 
unannounced inspections throughout 
the season.

During discussion of the vote, 
assembly members expressed belief 
that this position aligned with the 
Alaska Municipal League’s stance 
on the bill. However, this does not 
appear to be the case. 

The Alaska Municipal League is 
soliciting letters from municipalities 
as it works to provide input to the 
legislature on the bill. The municipal 
league’s current position, outlined in 
a letter submitted to the co-chairs of 
the House State Affairs Committee on 
March 2, says that although members 
opposed the original draft of the 
legislation, there is less consensus 
about the revised version. 

The Alaska Municipal League 
said that, in general, members are 
“concerned about oversight of the 
industry’s discharge and compliance 
with state regulations. At the heart 
of this is an interest in and priority 
attached to waters upon which they 
depend for healthy fisheries, tourism, 
subsistence and recreation. There 
remains an interest in the value 
of the Ocean Rangers, even as we 
appreciate the additional oversight 
and compliance that DEC describes 
(in the updated bill).”

The Alaska Municipal League 
expressed interest in provisions 

relating to wastewater treatment in 
municipalities serving the cruise 
industry. However, the organization 
said it had concerns that any 
provisions mandating new levels of 
treatment would require additional, 
unplanned costs for municipalities.

At press time, it was unclear 
whether the Haines assembly 
intended to vote in favor of the bill 
or the Alaska Municipal League’s 
position.

At the assembly meeting, borough 
manager Debra Schnabel said 
the bill is still evolving but in its 
current form it includes a provision 
allowing DEC to create a grant or 
loan program using passenger fees 
to support improvements to shore-
based wastewater treatment facilities 
in communities serving cruise ship 
passengers. She said this could 
benefit Haines, depending on the 
outcome of the legislation.

Last year, the assembly passed a 
resolution opposing repeal of the 
Ocean Ranger program without 
offering an alternative, Schnabel 
said. Now that the bill is offering 
an alternative to the program and 
talking about sharing benefits with 
municipalities, the assembly has the 
opportunity to offer feedback on the 
bill and make recommendations, 
she said.

Haines resident Gershon Cohen, 
who was involved in passage of 
the original 2006 ballot initiative 
that created the Ocean Ranger 
program, expressed doubts about 
the legislation in its current form. 
“The bill says (the Department of 
Environmental Conservation) may 
adopt regulations at some point in the 
future, and DEC staff may perform 
inspections, but DEC staff will not 
be Coast Guard licensed marine 
engineers and will not be on the 
ships while underway, when most of 
the felony dumping incidents have 
occurred over the years.” 

“The administration appears 
to be teasing municipalities into 

See OCEAN page 8
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Federal Subsistence Meeting
The public is invited to attend and 

participate.

March 24 - 26, 2020  
in Juneau at the Central Council Tlingit & 

Haida–Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall  
starting at 10:30 a.m. on March 24,   

and at 9:00 a.m. March 25-26 
 

The Southeast Alaska Subsistence Regional 
Advisory Council will meet to dvelop  

proposals to change Federal subsistence fish and 
shellfish regulations and discuss other issues related 

to subsistence in the Southeast Region.  
Participate in person or by teleconference, 

(866) 560-5984 (passcode 12960066).

For meeting materials and other information on the 
Federal Subsistence Management Program, visit:   

www.doi.gov/subsistence or call the 
Office of Subsistence Management at 
(907) 786-3888 or (800) 478-1456.

If you need special accommodations for disabilities, such as sign 
language interpretation, please contact the Office of Subsistence 
Management at least seven business days prior to the meeting.

The following is information 
on how the Haines Volunteer Fire 
Department is preparing for en-
counters with the COVID-19 vi-
rus. There have been many calls 
and inquiries to the Fire Depart-
ment concerning the virus and 
rightfully so. However the Fire 
Department is working in close 
consultation with the CDC, Pub-
lic Health, Haines SEARHC clinic, 
and our sister Emergency Fire and 
EMS Communities. Although we 
are hopeful we will not experience 
the full impact as other commu-
nities have, it would be remiss to 
expect that we will be bypassed by 
the COVID-19 virus. The CDC 
and aforementioned authorities 
have clearly indicated the virus 
is uncontainable. In making that 
statement, it is not our intent to 
cause worry or fear unnecessarily. 
It is our intent  to share informa-
tion that is available, believing that 
our best defense will be in how 
well we can prepare ourselves. The 
fact does remain that the Corona-
virus is a contagious disease which 
presents symptoms very similar to 
the flu. Thus the same preventative 
protocols we use during the flu 
season remain the same. 1. Wash 
your hands frequently with soap 
and warm water for at least 20 sec-
onds, washing both front and back. 

2. Keep your hands away from 
your eyes, nose, and mouth, and 
abstain from touching your face 
with deliberate intention. 3. Stay 
away from coughers and sneezers 
and remind them, if necessary, to 
bury their cough in their arm or 
the crook of their elbow. 4. Avoid 
shaking hands, hand contact, and 
use plenty of hand sanitizer when 
soap and water are not available. 5. 
Clean tabletops and hard surfaces 
often with appropriate sanitizing 
wipes or disinfectants.

If you have an immediate medi-
cal emergency, dial 911, and if you 
have flu-like symptoms, a cough, 
or fever, inform the 911 dispatch-
er or clinic ahead of time so they 
may prepare for your arrival. The 
dispatcher or clinical staff will ask 
you if you have traveled abroad re-
cently or will specifically ask if you 
have been to China, South Korea, 
Italy, or Iran, or may have been 
exposed to someone with those 
symptoms while visiting the low-
er 48 states or Canada. If the an-
swer is yes, you will be tested fur-
ther and the samples will be sent 
to the State Epidemiology facility 
for testing. If the HVFD Ambu-
lance Company is dispatched for 
any medical emergency presenting  
flu-like symptoms, be advised we 
will arrive wearing full eye, face 

and respiratory protection as well 
as gloves and exposure gowns, and 
you will be handed a respiratory 
mask. This is to protect you, the 
patient, as well as the responders 
and the community at large from 
risk of spreading the illness. These 
are simply precautionary measures 
and it does not mean that you are 
infected. 

This information is intended to 
present a good baseline to build 
our defense. Let us all plan ahead 
and prepare together as best as we 
are able as a community. Keep in 
mind that people most at risk for 
serious illness from this virus are 
those older than 60 and those with 
heart or lung problems, diabetes, 
hypertension, obesity, autoim-
mune disease, and anyone who has 
a weakened immune system be-
cause of a medical condition. Do 
your best to observe the protocols, 
keep yourself strong and healthy 
and remember we are all in this 
together.

The Borough of Haines will be 
publishing current information as 
it becomes available and will issue 
public information announce-
ments concerning actions, direc-
tives or protocols as necessary. 
Thanks ahead for all your help.

Sincerely,
Al Giddings, Fire Chief, HVFD

HVFD COVID-19 information update

Informational commentary paid for buy the Haines Volunteer Fire Department

Presenting The 2019-20
Glacier Bears Boys Basketball Team!

AK Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Trucking

Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant

Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet

Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal Resources

Elgee Rehfeld Accounting
Haines Brewing Company

Haines Home Building
Haines Quick Shop/
Outfitter Liquor/

Outfitter Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate

Harbor Bar/Lighthouse Restaurant
Howsers IGA
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Mike’s Bikes & Boards
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Cafe/

Ripinsky Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &

Alaska Sport Shop
Rusty Compass Coffeehouse
Sarah J’s Coffee & Eatery
Southeast Road Builders Inc. 
Stanford Masonry and Carpentry
Turner Construction

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters. Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com today!

Glacier Bears, back row left to right: Ann Fossman, Owen McPhetres, Carson Crager, David Strong, Kirby Faverty, Eric 
Gillham, Wesley Verhamme, Zander Willard, Coach Steve Fossman. Front row left to right: Luke Davis, Jayden Hotch, Kai 
Dixon, Mark Davis, Caleb Holm, Jacob Weerasinghe.

Good Luck at the Region V 
Tournament!
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Request for Proposal
Description.  The Chilkoot Indian Association is requesting proposals 
for the kitchen area of our Docking Facility located at 142 South Beach 
Road.
This location is a prime beach front building that is located next to the 
Port Chilkoot Cruise Ship Dock.  This offer is for rental of the space only, 
no equipment is included in the rental. The space is being offered for 
one six month season with the possibility of a long term lease.
Receipt of Proposals.  Please submit proposals to Chilkoot Indian Asso-
ciation located at 112 Third Ave South to the Dock Manager James Blilie.  
Proposals delivered by United States Postal Service must be sent to 

James Blilie, Dock Manager
Chilkoot Indian Association

P.O. Box 490 / 112 Third Ave S
Haines, Alaska 99827-490

Proposal Packet.  All Proposal packets must include:
1. A six month business proposal for our 660 square foot kitchen area.
2. Descriptions of the equipment you intend to bring on site 
3. A resume that includes successful business operations with 

references
4. Copy of your business license and insurance will be required upon 

a signed agreement  
Please have your packet labeled, “Chilkoot Indian Association Public 
Docking Facility Kitchen Business Proposal”
Request.  If anyone desires to see the location before entering in their 
proposal please contact the Dock Manager James Blilie at (907) 766-
2323 or (907) 314-2430 for a tour of the whole facility.
Opening of Proposals. All proposals will be opened on 3/20/2020 and 
a decision will be made by 3/27/2020.  
This is a Federally Recognized Tribal Government that has a member first pref-
erence.  Please be prepared to pass a criminal background check and have a 
credit check done upon Chilkoot Indian Associations decision to accept your 
proposal. 

HAINES BOROUGH NOTICE of FORECLOSURE for PROPERTY TAXES for 2015/2016
DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES

THIS IS A NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
On March 9, 2020, the Haines Borough filed with the Superior Court in Juneau a certified copy of the 
2015/2016 foreclosure list and a Petition for Judgement of Foreclosure. Public notice is hereby given. 

In addition to publication in the CVN, the last-known owner of record for the property will receive written 
notication.

After Judgment is entered, in order to redeem the property, full payment of all taxes, penalties, interest, 
and a proportionate share of the costs of foreclosure must be paid before the end of the statutory period 
for redemption (approximately one year). In order to redeem today, you may remit the total due indicated 
below.

The foreclosure list is available for public inspection at the Clerk’s Office located at the Haines Borough 
office, 103 3rd Ave, Haines, Alaska. Office hours are 9am-5pm.

OWNER’S NAME

BONES, THOMAS

HALE, BRUCE

HINMAN, JOSEPHINE

JIMMIE, SR., CHARLES

LAMBERTY, MICHAEL

O’DONNELL, TIMOTHY

REVOIR, BERNARD

TAX ID NO

B-CKL-05-0500

C-HAN-00-0500

C-HHY-03-0530

C-DAS-0A-1300

3-SKI-0B-02A0

B-EXN-12-0200

B-CKA-0A-0100

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

LOTS 5-7, BLK 5, CHILKAT LAKE

LOT 5 HANNON SUB PLAT 97-13

PORT LOT 5 SEC 29, T30S, R59E

LOT 13, BLK A DASCHU ISTHMUS SUB

LOT 2A, BLK B, SKI HILL SUB

LOT 2A, BLK 2, EXCURSION INLET 
NORTH, PLAT 2009-20

LOT 1, BLK A CHILKAT ACRES USS 1390

2015 TAX

246.26

0.0

0.0

545.28

0.0

375.25

0.0

2016 TAX

330.54

385.29

802.00

863.78

834.16

493.00

7.25

*P & I
3/31/2020

395.48

241.72

362.82

985.90

565.28

582.56

3.14

TOTAL DUE

972.28

627.01

1164.82

2394.96

1399.44

1450.81

10.39

* PENALTY & INTEREST Plus ten percent (10%) at twelve percent (12%) per annum from date due until date paid.
For more information, call the Borough office at (907) 766-6401

Dispatches from the 
COVID-19 wasteland
A reporter’s account from the initial days of 
outbreak while traveling home to see family
Fake-ish News by Kyle Clayton 

I land in SeaTac and already 
feel the oppressive presence of the 
coronavirus. My phone buzzes on 
my thigh as I turn airplane mode 
off and a podcast alert displays the 
headline “The Coronavirus Outbreak 
in Washington State.” 

Blaring red coronavirus headlines 
streak across rows of television 
screens throughout the terminal. I 
envision the virus swirling through 
the air around me and smeared 
across surfaces including the counter 
where I eat my avocado breakfast 
burrito. A black light would reveal 
constellations of microscopic 
horrors.

I hear coughs all around me. Deep 
guttural coughs. Wet coughs with 
audible spray hurtling from mouths. 
Rapid-fire coughs that stutter and 
then prolong into crescendos of 
exasperated fever coughs as the faces 
of the infected turn red as they strain 
to regain their wheezy breaths. 

And then I cough. Good God. 
I blindly succumb to the reflex 

to touch my face, conscious of the 
warnings from CDC health experts 
only after I rub my nose. 

Walking through the C gates I see 
masked travelers and recall news 
accounts telling readers not to wear 
facemasks unless they are diagnosed 
with the novel coronavirus, that 
healthcare workers need them more 
than the public. You greedy, selfish 
bastards, I think to myself as I 
approach a travel store, scanning 
the healthcare products in search of 
a mask for myself. No luck. 

A woman in the corner is rigorously 
sanitizing her hands. Another cough 
somewhere behind me. I can’t 
stop touching my face. And then I 
see everyone doing it. Scratching. 
Rubbing. Picking. Why do people 
touch their faces so often? A sort of 
epiphany occurs. I realize people 
exist solely for viruses to reproduce 
in. It’s your crazy world, coronavirus 
and I’m just living in it. I am a virus 
machine. 

I touch my face. 
A busker performs. I give him the 

few bucks in my wallet. I wonder, 
as the stock market continues to 
plummet, if the U.S. dollar bill will 
be no more valuable than CVN fire 
starter. 

Because the virus knows it still 

needs some of us around, it makes 
me take my first trip to the bathroom 
with plans to scrupulously wash my 
hands for at least 20 seconds. As 
the automatic soap dispenser hums, 
I now wonder about the proper 
protocols for hand washing. Does 
the 20 seconds include rinsing, or 
soaping only? A thorough rinse 
takes at least 5 seconds. The urge to 
touch my face has never been more 
pronounced. An impatient line forms 
behind me. 

My plane finally boards and I am 
in a window seat next to a large man, 
whose midsection spills across the 
armrest and into my seat, jamming 
me into the wall of the plane. He 
wears a neck pillow and is relaxed 
with his eyes closed. Or is he tired? 
Lethargic? Feverish. 

Coughs from in front me, from 
behind me and to the side of me. 
To make matters worse, the safety 
briefing has not yet occurred, and 
someone has already passed gas. 

My face erupts in a galaxy of 
sensations. I force my trembling hands 
to grip my thighs as constellations of 
itches and tickles dance across my 
face. Three black holes of nostrils and 
mouth suck in the airplane’s recycled, 
flatulence-and-covid-19-laced air 
into the abyss of my vulnerable lungs. 

—

I wrote this hoping that it might 
make a few people laugh, because 
I believe humor is a good pressure-
relief valve. While the writing 
attempts to find humor in a paranoid 
person in the depth of panic, I do 
believe there is reason to take the 
virus seriously, especially now that 
the World Health Organization is 
classifying the spread of the virus 
as a pandemic. 

Roughly 97.5% of those of us who 
get sick will be fine, but the virus will 
kill some people, like the 19 from the 
Kirkland, Washington nursing home. 
Imagine it sweeping through Haines 
Assisted Living or the senior center 
and chances are we would have some 
deaths on our hands. And that would 
be tragic because we can reduce the 
risk of something like that, as long as 
we are prepared and not complacent. 

Also, I am convinced that we are 
virus machines. Just look at how we 
spread Facebook memes.  

too soon to say what the outcome 
will be, she said.

Schnabel said harbormaster Shawn 
Bell recently conducted his quarterly 
inspection of the dock and said it 
isn’t showing any additional signs 
of deterioration since Oct. 10. 

At Tuesday’s assembly meeting, 
members voted to take action on 
the Port and Harbor Advisory 
Committee’s recommendation that 
the borough assess the value of 
properties in Lutak Inlet, between 
Lutak and Lapeyri’s dock, and the 
willingness of landowners to sell with 
an eye toward future land acquisition.

“We have lost a lot of industrial-
zoned land that has not been 
replaced,” Josephson said. The area 
in Lutak Inlet is zoned for waterfront 
industrial uses, which is very unique, 
she said.

Disposal of personal property 
ordinance rejected

The assembly declined to introduce 
an ordinance that would change 
the way the borough disposes of 
borough-owned surplus goods and 
day-to-day items.

In current code, “the manager 

may authorize the abandonment, 
destruction, sale, or recycling of 
borough personal property which 
has no commercial value in excess 
of $1,000.” The ordinance proposed 
increasing this threshold to $2,500 
to keep pace with inflation, borough 
clerk Alekka Fullerton said.

Right now, for borough property 
valued above the current $1,000 limit 
and under $25,000, the assembly 
must, through resolution, direct how 
the borough disposes of the property. 
These methods include public outcry 
auction, public sealed bid auction, 
a request for proposals, and sale or 
transfer to a nonprofit, charitable 
organization or other government 
agency.

“(Going before the assembly) is 
not an efficient use of assembly/
administration time. Since the 
manager is empowered to spend 
up to $25,000 without assembly 
resolution, it seems the manager 
should also be able to decide which 
public process is most appropriate 
to dispose of surplus goods valued 
(up to) $25,000 without assembly 
resolution,” borough administration 
wrote in a statement summarizing 
the ordinance.

BRIEFS from page 3
“When I read this, I didn’t like it. 

I like the way the code is,” assembly 
member Brenda Josephson said. She 
said the requirement of going before 
the assembly increased government 
transparency.

In addition to declining to introduce 
the ordinance, the assembly took 
action on several other ordinances 
including: adopting the Alaska 
Remote Sellers Sales Tax Code and 
amending line items in the budget for 
the current fiscal year, requiring a net 
$142,000 be taken out of savings to 
cover costs associated with a tractor 
purchase and expenditures during 
last summer’s water shortage.

The assembly also amended 
language in an ordinance related to 
service area boards and scheduled the 
ordinance for its second hearing. The 
amendments specify that boards with 
fewer than three members consist of 
members from different households 
and parcels to avoid a single 
household representing an entire 
area. The ordinance also specifies 
that board members be “either a 
person who maintains their primary 
residence within the service area 
(regardless of ownership) or persons 
who own real property located within 
the service area,” who are registered 
to vote in Haines.

The McPhetres family, Owen, Sam, Emily, Shannon and dog Toby built 
snowpeople outside of Haines Assisted Living for the residents to enjoy. 
Doris Ward photo.
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raised at the two forums:

Economic Impacts

A significant portion of the Chilkat 
Valley Mining Forum focused on 
the economic benefits of mines 
and infrastructure considerations. 
Constantine vice president and 
mining forum member Liz Cornejo 
said mines drive direct and indirect 
spending including payments for 
land use, employee wages and sales 
tax to municipalities.

According to the Alaska Miners 
Association’s 2019 report compiled 
by the McDowell Group, mines in 
Alaska directly employed 4,500 
people and provided a total of 9,200 
direct and indirect jobs in 2018. In 
that year, mines provided $34 million 
in revenue for local governments and 
$149 million for state government.

Rorie Watt, Juneau city manager, 
said that although the City and 
Borough of Juneau does not notice 
the Kensington and Greens Creek 
mines due to their remote locations, 
the economic effects are large. “The 
property tax income of the mine is 
quite significant,” contributing 8% of 
the city’s property tax and 4% of the 
overall municipal budget, Watt said. 

Cornejo asked Watt what Juneau 
is doing to prepare for eventual mine 
closures. “We have not done any 
post-closure planning,” Watt said. “If 
they (were to) close (Kensington or 
Greens Creek) it would be a hit to the 
economy, but maybe not a huge hit 
due to the diversity of (the Juneau) 
economy.”

Greg Erikson, in a forum last year, 
said mine closures would be more 
likely to hurt rural communities like 
Haines because small towns don’t 
tend to have as diverse economies.

 “Every mine is like a small town,” 
former director of the University 
of Alaska Southeast Mine Training 
Center Mike Bell said, speaking about 
job opportunities. Mines require staff 
with a diverse set of skills, offering 
employment opportunities in areas 
including wastewater collection, 
road maintenance, carpentry, utilities, 
snow removal, medicine and more, 
he said.

An influx of workers has the 
potential to drive expansion in the 
housing market, said realtor Dave 
Long.

According to the Haines Economic 
Baseline Report (2018), there are 
1,623 housing units in Haines. Long 
said he estimates Haines will need at 
least 100 additional housing units if 
a mine begins operating. 

The borough needs to start thinking 
ahead about how they want to control 
that growth, Long said, listing 
considerations including potential 
building codes, infrastructure 
improvements, zoning laws and the 
creation of new subdivisions. He said 
the location of new housing should 
be a big consideration.

The townsite has room for 
additional homes, and the added 
benefit of being closer to existing 
utilities, Long said. Other locations 
for potential expansion include 33 
Mile and 27 Mile Haines Highway, 
and Haines might need to further 
develop power infrastructure if 
development out the highway 
increases, he said.

Forum attendee Erika Merklin, 
who is on the Board of Friends of 
Mosquito Lake, said development 
out the highway could also increase 
demand for other services like a 
school.

While an influx of roughly 300 
mine employees, a number projected 
by Constantine’s PEA, would 
increase demand for services and 
infrastructure needs, the mine 
could also be a source of revenue 
for supporting borough services 
and funding capital projects, said 
Scott Bradford, a 30-year borough 
employee. 

Brad fo rd  l i s t ed  bo rough 
infrastructure projects in need of 
funding. At the top of his project list 
was the renovation of the Lutak Dock, 
which the borough has estimated will 
cost $24 million. A public-private 
partnership with the mine would be 
one way to help support the dock-
repair, he said. 

The borough has several options for 
financing capital projects with bigger 
price tags including tax increases, 
cuts to services and looking to outside 
sources for revenue, Bradford said. 
He said his preference would be 
increasing revenue from outside 
sources like the mine. “My concern 
is it won’t be fast enough.”

The community needs to think 
about the kinds of economic benefits 
that have the potential to serve Haines 

after the mine is gone like the creation 
of jobs with transferable skills or a 
public-private partnership to pay 
for capital projects the borough 
can’t afford on its own, Long said. 
“What do you want to have after it’s 
all done?”

Haines resident Gershon Cohen, 
who attended the Lynn Canal 
Conservation forum, said it’s often 
difficult to compare the economic 
benefits of a mine to the risks 
associated with mining since it can 
be challenging to assign monetary 
value to a healthy environment or 
what it means to a culture.

Derek Poinsette, executive director 
of Takshanuk Watershed Council 
who attended both forums, said 
he would have liked to have seen 
more discussion about the negative 
economic impacts of mining in areas 
like fishing and public health. “The 
big question that we want to answer 
is, ‘what are the negative impacts to 
other industries?’… It’s unfortunate 
to have a discussion that only talks 
about the benefits, especially when 
we have a strong economy right 
now.”

Tailings and Mine Waste Disposal

Tailings disposal was discussed 
in separate presentations by Guy 
Archibald on Thursday evening and 
Jim Casey on Saturday. Archibald, 
an environmental chemist for more 
than 20 years who has worked on 
uranium and oil shale projects in the 
Lower 48, discussed risks to water 
quality. Casey, geological engineer 
from Klohn Crippen Berger (KCB) 
Consulting, discussed how the firm 
addresses and plans for these risks.

Klohn Crippen Berger Ltd. is a 
global engineering and geoscience 
consulting firm with 550 employees. 
Jim Casey specializes in designs that 
address mine waste management and 
dam safety.  

Constantine contracted with KCB 
for a conceptual design to support 
the Palmer PEA. Casey’s team 
spent 700 hours understanding the 
specifics of the Palmer Project site 
and designing for mine waste and 
water management. “We want to 
design something that’s going to 
stand up to the environment, that’s 

See MINE page 8
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Tuesday, March 3
A caller reported hearing a 

gunshot on 500 Block Myra Lane.
Wednesday, March 4

HBPD responded to a vehicle 
in the ditch on Fort Seward Drive. 
No injuries.
Thursday, March 5

A caller reported a fallen tree in 
the roadway on Major Road.

Received a 20 day ex parte 
domestic violence protective order 
to serve.

A water/sewer alarm was 
received at the water treatment 
plant.

A confidential report of drug 
activity.

A water/sewer alarm was 
received from FAA Road.

A water/sewer alarm was recived 
from Beach Road.
Friday, March 6

A water/sewer alarm was recived 
from Piedad Road.

20 ex parte stalking order was 
received.

HBPD responded to an intrusion 
alarm at 0 Mile Haines Highway.
Saturday, March 7

A transient requested assistance 
in temporary lodging.

HBPD made contact with a 
citizen on 100 Block South Third 
Avenue.

A caller reported a lost wallet 

on 100 Block South Third Avenue.
A citizen in crisis was referred to 

another agency.
A driver was cited for driving on 

Union Street while license was 
revoked.
Sunday, March 8

HBPD located a vehicle parked 
partially in the roadway on Second 
Avenue.

Received a harassing report 
from 31.5 Mile Haines Highway. 

A caller requested assistance in 
removing an intoxicated individual 
from a residence on Mosquito 
Lake Road.
Monday, March 9

HVFD resonded to a report of 
black smoke on South Front Street.

An individual was trespassed 
from a business on 100 Block 
South Third Avenue.

HBPD assisted another agency.
A message was relayed.
A parking citation was issued 

to a vehicle parked in the wrong 
direction on Union Street.

There were two 911 hang-ups, 
two canine, seven EMS calls and 
11  traffic stops during this reporting 
period. Additional information is 
available on the Haines Borough 
Police Department website and 
Facebook page. 

Police ReportMaust inspired with faith, food and fun
By Heather Lende 

There will be a celebration of 
Bernadette Maust’s life Saturday 
March 14, at 1 p.m. at the Assembly 
of God Church. “She loved family, 
flowers, beautiful sunny days, long 
walks and beaches,” husband Tim 
Maust said. The longtime Mary Kay 
consultant also enjoyed making other 
women feel pretty and cooked great 
spaghetti sauce. 

“Bernadette’s love language was 
food. She loved cooking for people. 
She loved nice things; she was 
beautiful, fashionable, fun and just 
a hoot,” friend Kelleen Adams said.

Maust was 72 and died at home 
on Feb. 27 after an optimistic and 
stubborn two-year battle with cancer. 

Friend Bonnie Hedrick said 
Maust’s positive outlook became 
more accentuated in her last months 
of life. “After hearing from the 
doctors that her time with us might be 
limited, Bernadette had no patience 
at all for petty gripes, whining or 
complaining. Instead her strong 
faith and hope directed her daily 
interactions, and I think it helped 
those around her to also look upward 
and not down,” Hedrick said.

Bernadette Del Balso was born 
in Gildone, Italy, south of Rome on 
Dec. 2, 1947 to Joseph and Filomena 
Del Balso. Her father worked in 
construction. The family moved to 
the United States when Maust was 
11, and settled in Brooklyn. After 
finishing school, she lived in New 
York for about 15 years, enjoying city 
life, and was married and divorced. 
She moved to Citra, Florida in 1973. 
She attended Webster College and 
earned a degree in clerical sciences 
and worked in a local department 
of health and rehab services. In 

1988 she joined 
the Mount Bether 
Bible Center, a 
remote Christian 
farm community 
at Game Creek on  
Chichagof Island 
and became a 
goat herder, which 
former resident 
Jane Mores said 
was one of the 
better assignments. 
“You would hike to 
the hills, take out a 
blanket and read a 
book all day,” she 
said. Mores noted 
that the stylish East 
Coast transplant 
was well liked, 
and “did what she 
could with a long 
denim skirt,” the 
defacto women’s farm uniform. In 
1989, Maust moved to the Covenant 
Life Center, a sister farm in Haines, 
where she met Tim Maust. The couple 
were wed there on April 29, 1991.

In Haines, she learned to ski, 
enjoyed her new family, and became 
a Mary Kay consultant. Most recently 
she was a flagger on the Haines 
Highway reconstruction project. She 
also liked to travel. Hedrick enjoyed 
hikes on the pass and skiing with 
Maust. “It surprised me at first how 
a woman who always looked so put 
together really enjoyed the sweat of 
a good workout while appreciating 
nature’s beauty,” she said. Maust 
swam regularly at the pool and 
worked out at Thor’s gym. She was 
especially generous with her time, 
and treated friends and her beauty 

clients as family. 
Adams met Maust through 

her Mary Kay business and later 
Maust worked with her at Lynn 
Canal Mercantile. “Bernadette was 
hilarious, such a dynamo, and we 
laughed a lot,” Adams said. But what 
Adams admired most was Maust’s 
strong Christian faith.  “Every walk 
we went on, every fun adventure, that 
was her testimony to me. Bernadette 
was so faithful to God, all the time.”

Bernadette Maust is survived 
by her husband Tim; stepchildren 
Cheryl Chenoweth of Juneau, Sherri 
Maust of Haines and Matt Boron of 
Haines; siblings Nick Del Balso and 
Mary Morana both of New York, 
and seven grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her parents 
Joseph and Filomena Del Balso.

ARMY from page 3
channel. (The Army Corps) has 
considered other sites, but the best 
solution for the borough is bagging 
soil and shipping to a disposal facility 
in Oregon.” 

Assembly member Gabe Thomas 
said he shared Coffland’s and the 
fishing community’s stance against 
land farming and in favor of shipping 
out contaminated soil. He asked if 
a letter supporting a “do nothing 
approach” would let the Army Corps 
off the hook for future remediation 
efforts. Coffland said this was not 
the case.

Assembly member Zephyr 
Sincerny said he would prefer 
submitting comments requesting the 
Army Corps remove all contaminated 
soil and ship it out of state, rather 
than giving them the option of doing 
nothing.

Army Corps engineers who 
presented plans last month said 
remediating the soil in the community 
is a more cost effective and more 
environmentally friendly method 
than barging it out of town. 

 “I haven’t heard anyone suggest 
that doing nothing would be the 
responsible thing to do there,” 
Takshanuk Watershed Council 
executive director Derek Poinsette 
said. If nothing changes, contaminated 
material will continue to slowly 
enter the Chilkat River slough. 
Poinsette said the best option would 
be to remove all the contaminated 
material, and the second best option 
would be the Army Corps’ interim 
remediation proposal. To do nothing 
would be the worst option, he said.

Borough staff will submit the 
letter, but Schnabel said there is no 
guarantee comments submitted after 
the deadline will be recognized.

about 60 divers. 
“Out of that $4 million, you 

take the 3% fisheries tax, So that 
is about $120,000 a year that goes 
to the state via the fisheries tax that 
goes into the general fund,” he said.

If a testing fee of $400 to $700 
per sample is added, Doherty said 
it would increase divers’ costs by 
$60,000 to $100,000 per year.

“We would not have the mon-
ey to pay for that,” Doherty said. 
“And therefore, the geoduck fish-
ery would close down. That would 
mean a loss to the State of $120,000 
a year in geoduck fish taxes, 
$25,000 in ADF&G payments and 
$20,574 for Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation permits.”

Meanwhile, 50 or 60 geoduck 
dive boats and their crews have 
been beached for more than a 
month because their market in Chi-
na is closed due to the coronavirus.

Meta Mesdag, owner of the Salty 
Lady Seafood oyster farm in Juneau 
and president of the Alaska Shell-
fish Growers Association, called 
the cost shift “an impossible ask.”

In a letter to the House Finance 
Committee and DEC Commis-
sioner Jason Brune, Mesdag said, 
“asking a nascent industry that pro-
duced $1.6 million in revenue last 
year to absorb $457,700 in program 
expenses will decimate shellfish 
farming in Alaska,” reported the 
Alaska Landmine. 

“The state is fully on board with 
growing this industry; however, 
they seem to not understand that 
in order to do so, we must have the 
necessary infrastructure in place to 
comply with federal mandates, and 
it’s not the farmers responsibility, 
but a matter of public safety,” Mes-
dag said.

The Alaska Mariculture Task 
Force, created in 2016 with a goal 
of  growing a $100 million industry 
in 20 years, opposes shifting the lab 

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
March 6, 2020

Alaska shellfish farmers and div-
ers fear they won’t be ‘open for 
business’ much longer if they’re 
forced to pick up the tab for feder-
ally required lab tests as outlined in 
Governor Dunleavy’s budget.

The Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC) has pro-
posed shifting the state cost to the 
harvesters which last year totaled 
almost a half million dollars. 

Geoduck clam divers in South-
east Alaska, for example, pay about 
$150,000 each year to collect sam-
ples that are sent to the single feder-
ally approved laboratory in Anchor-
age and tested for paralytic shellfish 
poison and other toxins. Divers also 
pay $20,000 for water quality sam-
ples twice a year, and $8,000 to test 
for inorganic arsenic.

“And then we pay the Alas-
ka Dept. of Fish and Game about 
$25,000 a year for them to do the 
management and assessment of 
the geoduck resource,” said Phil 
Doherty, co-director of the South-
east Alaska Regional Dive Associ-
ation (SARDFA).

The geoduck divers also tax 
themselves 7% to cover SARDFA’s 
$50,000 administrative costs. In all, 
Doherty said it adds up to $266,00 
a year.

SARDFA is unique in that it is 
the only commercial fishing group 
in Alaska that is taxed through leg-
islative action to pay for state over-
sight of the fishery, which is cen-
tered around Craig and Ketchikan.

“We pay the department to do the 
work they need to do and we pay for 
all of the PSP sampling that needs 
to get done. We just don’t pay for 
the lab costs,” Doherty explained.

The geoduck fishery harvests 
about 650,000 pounds each year 
valued at around $4 million to 

costs.
“This public health service as-

sures that commercially available 
shellfish is safe for consumption. 
At the current size of the maricul-
ture industry, the proposed fees are 
not financially feasible nor realistic. 
The rate increases will be devastat-
ing to the existing industry and will 
restrict future expansion,” the task 
force wrote in a letter to the legisla-
tive finance committees.

Should it pass, Alaska will be the 
only state that makes its growers/
divers pick up the federal testing 
tab.

Mesdag also questioned Alaska’s 
high testing costs for samples from 
26 Alaska shellfish oyster growers.  
She told the Landmine that Bige-
low Analytical Services, a private 
nonprofit in Maine, told her they 
would do all of Alaska’s tests for 
$31,000 a year. 

“The industry believes that we 
are actually subsidizing (Alas-
ka’s) environmental health lab 
at $457,700 a year for a test that 
should cost $31,000 a year to oper-
ate,” Mesdag said.

Alaska legislators in the House 
rejected the proposal in the oper-
ating budget that passed last week, 
and it is now up to the state Senate 
– and the governor’s veto pen - to 
decide.

Fresh Seafood
5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd
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averages 40 people, according to 
board members. The facility is also 
used by the borough for roughly 
five meetings a year and for storage, 
Drotos said, listing borough-owned 
boilers and the electric car used at the 
cruise ship dock, which are housed 
in the facility’s garage. 

This year’s discussion of selling 
the community center has coincided 
with increased efforts to utilize the 
space. In the first two month of 2020, 
the facility hosted 17 community 
events. If the trend persists, the 
community center is on track to host 
roughly 100 events this year. Recent 
events include weekly yoga classes, 
“Tuesdays with Tracy,” a seed swap, 
farmers markets and an upcoming 
movie night.

The upswing in use is, in part, 
the result of recent efforts by Erika 
Merklin to put the facility to use. 
Merklin said she went through the 
borough’s comprehensive plan 
and identified different ways the 
community center could work toward 
some of the goals outlined in the plan. 

“No other borough facility is 
working on food security,” Merklin 
said. She said her vision for the 
community center is as a gathering 
space that promotes community 
resilience and hosts a range of events 
including events geared toward 
education and food growing.

“At first, we didn’t do much long-
term planning because we assumed it 
would revert back to a school after a 
couple years,” Drotos said. “Now it 
looks like that won’t happen, so we 
can do more long-term planning.”

These long-term planning efforts 
come at a time when the borough is 
looking to cut costs. 

“There’s a fiscal problem the 
borough has,” said assembly member 
Paul Rogers, who attended last 
week’s Friends of Mosquito Lake 
board meeting. Efforts to increase the 
use of Mosquito Lake Community 
Center “come at a time when state 
spending is down. I’m a very practical 
person when it comes to finances.” 
Rogers used an analogy of a two-
income household that’s reduced to 
a single income. “Your life has to 
change if your income changes and 
you can no longer afford things… I 
think (the borough’s) at that point 
here. If we don’t do something now, 
we’re going to have a worse problem 
in two years.”

“We don’t want to be unfairly 
targeted for cuts when we’re the 
cheapest facility the borough has,” 
Friends’ board member Jim Stanford 
said. “We’re totally staffed with 
volunteers. It seems almost ludicrous 
that they would think of targeting 
this facility.” He referenced the cost 
of other facilities like the Chilkat 
Center, which brought in a total of 
$23,000 in rent for the last fiscal year 
while costing the borough $114,000 
in expenditures, and the library, 
which brought in $22,000 and cost 
$438,000 to operate for the same year. 

Between 2016 and 2018, the 
Mosqui to  Lake Community 
Center averaged $28,000 a year in 
maintenance, insurance and utility 
costs. From 2018 to 2019, facility 
costs nearly doubled, with most of 
the increase coming from a spike in 
heating, snow removal and septic 
and plumbing costs. 

Board member Derek Poinsette 
said the increase in costs likely stems 
from years of deferred maintenance 
at the facility which came to a 
head last year. “The heat goes out 
periodically, causing the borough 

to spend money to put out a fire that 
should have been dealt with more 
proactively.”

Drotos said being proactive about 
maintenance issues like the septic 
system and getting better control over 
the heating system could save the 
borough money long-term. Changes 
to the management structure of the 
facility could also help bring in 
more revenue to support operation 
costs by increasing use of the space 
and facilitating long-term rental 
agreements, she said.

At present, the board pays the 
borough $50 per event under two 
hours and $100 for events that run 
longer, Drotos said. The events 
Friends of Mosquito Lake host are 
free to the public, which means 
the organization must fundraise in 
order to pay for the rental space. 
Drotos said this often involves board 
members selling plants, clothes and 
other possessions to scrape together 
a few thousand dollars to host events 
each year and contributing hundreds 
of volunteer hours. In 2019, the 
borough generated $1,250 in rental 
revenue from the Mosquito Lake 
Community Center.

Rogers said he was interested in 
learning more about maintenance-
related cost savings and sitting down 
with board members and public 
facilities director Ed Coffland to see 
which are feasible. Rogers said he 
would be willing to act as a liaison 
between Friends of Mosquito Lake 
and the assembly.  At press time, 
Coffland had not responded to 
Chilkat Valley News questions about 
the cost of deferred maintenance at 
the facility.

Friends of Mosquito Lake board 
member Terry Basford said getting 
rid of the facility would be a mistake 
since the upper valley has a lot of 
development potential. If the Palmer 
Project becomes an operating mine, 
it has the potential to attract a lot of 
young families to the upper valley 
in the coming years, he said. “A new 
school will cost money. In the long 
run, it’s pound foolish (to sell the 
community center).”

Board members also expressed 
concern that selling the facility would 
reduce borough services for upper 
valley residents. “We’re taxed at the 
same rate as the folks in town, but 
we don’t have the same access to a 
lot of the facilities in town,” Drotos 
said. “(The community center) is 
one of the most meaningful options 
the borough has to show it wants to 
serve people out the road. If it shuts it, 
maybe they would consider lowering 
taxes on people out here.”

Landowners outside of the townsite 
service area generated approximately 
$330,000 in property taxes for the 
2019 tax year “but most of that, 
as with all property tax, went to 
support the (Haines Borough School 
District),” borough finance director 
Jila Stuart said.

Rogers said the return upper valley 
residents get for their property taxes 
“is miniscule.” Driving into town 
to access services like the library 
and pool is time-consuming and 
expensive. However, he said he 
made the choice to be an upper valley 
resident. 

“I can tell you that I may come 
across as a hard-nosed pain in the 
butt, but it’s because I tend to see 
things as more or less black and 
white. Either you can justify your 
existence or you can’t,” Rogers said. 
“We need to do more in Haines to 
grow the economy and draw people 
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to the community.”

“I really do feel like there’s a lot 
of functions that can get stacked 
in a community facility,” Merklin 
said. “People really do need places 
to congregate, places for people to 
go and feel safe and have multi-
generation gatherings, a space 
dedicated to food security.” 

On Saturday, the center is hosting 
a movie night coupled with a seed-
starting event. Merklin said this gives 
kids something to do while parents 
plant seeds. She said she hopes the 
event is the first in a series that builds 
toward the creation of a community 
garden and future plant sales to 
generate revenue for the facility.

Other uses for the facility discussed 
during the Friends of Mosquito 
Lake board meeting included: 
hosting borough meetings on upper 
valley-specific topics like the 
heliport, a Salvation Army-run 
disaster relief station, a coronavirus 
quarantine facility, a shower facility 
for community members (this 
would require renovation of the 
facility’s septic system), putting the 
facility’s commercial kitchen to use, 
partnering with the library to set up a 
computer lab, allowing a child care 
facility to operate in the building and 
setting up a small gym.

Drotos said in some cases people 

chose to live in the upper valley, “but 
also in some cases people can’t afford 
to live in town. People who come 
to events out here don’t necessarily 
have money to go into town and pay 
for events.” 

Merklin said it is important to 
keep in mind that it doesn’t have to 
be “an either or” when it comes to 
borough facilities and services. “I 
really enjoy the library and my son 
uses the pool. I don’t have this idea 
that my money shouldn’t go toward 
facilities in town. I just feel that 
we should have funding to run this 
building the way buildings in town 
are run and maintained.”

“People come out the road from 
in town to attend events as well,” 
Drotos said.

The borough’s budgeting process 
begins on April 1 when borough 
manager Debra Schnabel presents 
her budget proposal to the assembly. 
Drotos said she hopes to meet with 
Schnabel on behalf of Friends of 
Mosquito Lake before she finalizes 
her budget. In addition to selling 
the facility, the borough may be 
considering other options like 
mothballing the facility and holding 
onto it, Drotos said.

The next friends of Mosquito Lake 
School and Community Center board 
meeting will be March 26 at 10 a.m.
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766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Serving you for 16 years! 
• Outboard Marine Repair 

Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor 
Equipment in Stock •  Monitor 

and Toyo Stove Repair •

Canal Marine & Auto

Summer Hours
OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Shop locally.
Support your 
friends and 
neighbors!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

������������������������������
�
�
�� �
�

�����
	�������������	���

���������

�����������������������������

����������

(907) 314-0434

John Hedrick

Pet of the Week

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
             &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

F Sales
F Service

F Rentals
winter hours

tues-fri, 10a-5p
Sat, 10a-4p 

766-2869

open all winter

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

25% Off Select M’s & W’s 
Mountain Hardwear and 

Outdoor Research Winter 
Jackets and Pants!

HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL) 
has space available. Applications 
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135, 
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616 
ext #3 or #4.  Email applications 
may be sent to interested parties.  
Call for more information. (cb)

WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES 
townsite located on Picture Point. 
Public water to lot, approved DEC 
septic design.  $250,000 terms 
possible.  907-723-1599. (cb)

THE SOUTHEAST ALASKA State 
Fair is accepting applications 
for two seasonal posit ions.  
Learn more at seakfair.org/job-
opportunities/ (09-10b)

(Un)Classified Ads
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCIES:  

The HBSD is looking for a full-time 
Math Teacher/Interventionist 
and a 6th-12th grade Special 
Education Teacher.  Positions 
close on March 18th.  Please 
contact Ashley for more info at 
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net 
(09-10b)

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PUPIL 
TRANSPORTATION PROPOSAL:  
The Haines Borough School 
District is seeking proposals for 
Pupil Transportation for the next 
five years. Contact Ashley at 
766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net for 
more information. (10-11b)

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Closed SundayNow Stocking: 
Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories, 
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum, 
Welders and Welding Gasses.

766-2940

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

• Drain Cleaning 
• Boiler Work 
• New Construction / Remodel 
• Radiant Heating Design and 
Installation 
• Parts sales / Installation 
Procedures 
• Pellet Boiler & Silo Installation

Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Mechanical 

Contractor

Call to make an appointment  

“Your Haines Plumbing & 
Heating Headquarters”

Haines, Alaska 766-2086

Lutak Lumber
Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional  
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.

Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.
Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

766-2700

WINTER HOURS
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
over 50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm 

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

6:45pm Tuesdays. 
A� er yoga in the Body IQ 
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

Silent meditation 

Free. 
Donations accepted.

Becky’s Place 
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children 
in abusive situations. 
Call 766-2105

The
Salvation Army

Family Store

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

Worship 
Service

11:00 am 
Sunday

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm
Accepting Donations

(by appt. only)

766-3653
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery

• Breakfast • 
Doughnuts • Pastries 

Espresso • Coffee • Tea
Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Thai 
Food
Served 

Daily

NOW OPEN!!

Personal Training
Sign up for personal training 

sessions at Thor’s! 
Work with a personal trainer one on 
one or with a group of your friends...

Call or text (907) 321-3983 for availability and rates.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Shop local, support friends and neighbors!

• IFR Certified
in Caravan Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Call for more flight information.
Book online at

www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com 
 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

Depart JNU  -  Arrive HNS        
8:00am

11:00am
3:00pm

8:35am
11:35am

3:35pm

Winter 2020 Flight Schedule 
February 1 - April 3

Depart HNS  -  Arrive JNU        
8:50am

11:50am
4:20pm

9:25am
12:25pm

4:55pm

• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

Haines - Skagway
Depart HNS - Arrive SGY     Depart SGY - Arrive HNS

3:45pm            4:00pm               3:55pm           4:10pm

SUBSCRIBE!
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Citizens Advisory
Residents with above ground fuel tanks are advised 
to perform routine visual inspection for leaks and for 
potential hazards. In addition to the negative impact 
to the environment, residential heating oil spills can be expensive for the prop-
erty owner, both in terms of cleaning up the environment and also the value of 
the lost fuel. 
Dumping of non-domestic sewage into the Haines Borough sewer system, in-
cluding petroleum products, chemicals, hazardous substances and other pollut-
ing or toxic waste, is prohibited. These substances may cause illness and/or 
death to workers and damage equipment and pollution of marine waters.  
It is a unlawful and a violation of sewer code 13.08.260 for a customer to con-
nect a sanitary sewer system to any inflow source such as, but not limited to, 
roof gutters, yard drains, foundation drains, storm waters, or surface runoff. 

The Haines Borough Sewer Department will be conducting annual sanitary sewer 
pipe inspections and smoke test in attempt to resolve inflow source infiltration. In-
flow and infiltration costs water treatment facilities and consumers large amounts 
of money in water treatment operating expenses. 
If you have any questions or need to dispose of household or non-domestic haz-
ardous waste, please contact:
Haines Borough Water and Sewer Dept. 766-6452

NOTICE
1.

2.

3.

Haines ARTS Council
presents:

TUE • Mar 17 • 7pm

SUN • Mar 22 • 7pm

TUE • Mar 24 • 7pm
Chilkat Center for the Arts
Tickets @ door • $8 • Members $6

LIVE ACTION - R rated

ANIMATED - PG-13 rated

DOCUMENTARY - R rated

The grand opening of the new Bookstore on First Firday was a huge success. Many residents came by to 
see the renovated store and take a look at the books and gifts Amy Kane put up for sale. Musician Sammy 
Burrous provided live music for the occasion. Larissa Barrett photo.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Friday
Friday

13
20
27

11:30am
11:30am 
11:30am

12:15pm
12:15pm 
12:15pm

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA

SOUTHBOUND Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

15
22
29

1:45pm
1:45pm 
1:45pm

2:30pm
2:30pm 
2:30pm

TAZLINA
TAZLINA
TAZLINA Grab an espresso 

on your way!

Mountain Market & Cafe 
Ripinsky RoastersSponsored by

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

supporting the bill by suggesting funds could be available to upgrade land-based sewage treatment systems, but as 
Juneau found out a year ago, such expenditures would almost certainly be struck down under the tonnage clause 
of the U.S. Constitution,” he said.

Ketchikan recently voted to send a letter asking the state to reinstate the Ocean Ranger program despite this 
year’s edits to the legislation. According to Ketchikan radio station KRBD, officials in Ketchikan “are skeptical 
that an industry-backed bill currently making its way through the state legislature would serve the same function 
as the Ocean Ranger program.”

At the assembly meeting, members expressed reluctance to take a strong position on the bill and its particulars 
while the legislative process is still unfolding.

“A mildly written, mildly supportive letter from staff is a good compromise. We don’t even know what we’re 
embracing so we don’t want to embrace it too strongly,” assembly member Brenda Josephson said.

Assembly member Gabe Thomas said he wished the borough had a lobbyist to explain the particulars of the 
bill before lending their support.

 “We will continue to watch future changes to the bill in case we need to write another letter,” mayor Jan Hill said.
The Ocean Rangers bill had two hearings in the House State Affairs Committee and a single hearing in the Senate 
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not going to (negatively impact) the 
communities downstream.” 

Casey said the concept his team 
designed is different than the high-
profile Mount Polley dam failure and 
recent tailings dam failures in Brazil, 
where tailings are stored as a slurry. 
In a separate interview, Casey said 
although a slurry tailings storage 
facility is generally cheaper per ton to 
operate than a filtered tailings facility, 
there are other aspects to consider 
beyond processing cost in deciding 
on the best tailings management 
strategy, such as potential risks, 
opportunities and other costs. Casey 
said his team avoided the slurry 
tailings storage design concept 
mainly due to the terrain at the 
Palmer site and other project-specific 
benefits from filtered tailings.

The tailings processing concept 
identified by Constantine would 
involve separating the tailings 
into two types: potentially acid-
generating “pyrite” tailings and 
non-acid-generating “desulfide” 
tailings. All of the pyrite tailings and 
a portion of the desulfide tailings 
would be mixed with cement and 
pumped underground for disposal. 
Remaining non-acid-generating 
desulfide tailings would be filtered, 
a process in which most of the water 
is “squeezed” out of the tailings. 
The tailings would be stored above 
ground in a filtered tailings pile, 
commonly referred to as the “dry-
stack” method. The tailings pile 
would be reinforced by structural 
berms and underlain by a liner. Water 
run-off from the tailings pile would be 
stored in a pond that would undergo 
water quality checks. 

Archibald summed up his concerns 
by saying, “Constantine can try 
everything they can in their power 
to do things right… but the history 
shows that it is probably going 
to go wrong.” Both mining and 
the ecosystems they impact are 
incredibly complex, he said, making 
it difficult to accurately predict what 
will happen 10, 50 or even 100 years 
in the future.

Archibald said failures to contain 
mining waste occur for a number of 
reasons including lack of corporate 
prioritization, the absence of strict 
regulations and the normalization of 
a larger number of failures. “If I had 
to summarize the last 2,000 years of 
mining history in a single sentence 
is would be, ‘Oops, I didn’t see that 
happening,’” Archibald said.

Derek Poinsette, executive 
director of Takshanuk Watershed 
Council, attended both Archibald’s 
and Casey’s talks. “The fact that 
this mine is at the headwaters of 
one of the largest salmon-producing 
watersheds on the west coast puts 
it in a special category,” he said. 
“None of the other mines, Greens 
Creek, Kensington, the mines in 
Fairbanks, those mines aren’t at the 
head of a large salmon stream. The 
risks are greater for this mine, so the 
standards and the discussion should 
be different.”

“There are very few hard rock 
mines, if any, that have not had 
problems,” Poinsette said. “I would 
like to see (the discussion) just own 
up about that at events like this rather 
than pretend that this is going to be 
the magical mine that doesn’t have 
any of these issues.”

Ed Coffland, a registered 
professional engineer in the state 
of Alaska, said he thinks “(the 
preliminary design) is really solid. 
If I thought there was a chance 
of damaging the river I would be 
against the mine, but the chance is 
so remote.”

In a separate interview, Cornejo 
said “the PEA is a conceptual plan 
for tailings management and storage. 
We need to continue our research 
and analysis, and we think we can 
work with experts to develop design 
proposals to address concerns.”

Community engagement

A l t h o u g h  “ c o m m u n i t y 
engagement” with a mine might 
mean different things to different 
people, speakers at both the Thursday 

and weekend mining forums agreed 
that it was important.

Hemmera Consulting socio-
community specialist Shena Shaw 
presented takeaways from a series of 
interviews Hemmera conducted with 
Haines residents at the end of last year 
to get a sense of the community’s 
concerns and hopes about the mine to 
inform Constantine’s project moving 
forward.

Hemmera reached out to more than 
100 stakeholders in Haines including 
organizations and agencies involved 
in community planning, nonprofits 
and groups that had commented on 
previous permit applications, Shaw 
said. Of those that responded, some 
declined to participate. Hemmera 
ended up conducting 22 interviews 
with individuals either over the phone 
or in person, she said. 

The goal of the study was to figure 
out how to make a project more 
reflective of community values—
identify potential negative outcomes 
and the best way to mitigate them, 
and the potential benefits and how 
to enhance them, Shaw said. She 
said interview responses matched 
up pretty well with both permit 
application comments and what 
Constantine had told her about 
community concerns. In general, the 
individuals Hemmera interviewed 
held a range of views about the 
mine, listing both attractive and 
unattractive aspects of the project. 
Concerns they expressed were not 
unique to Haines, Shaw said.

Water quality was a main concern 
raised during interviews, Shaw said. 
Other common concerns were the 
impact on infrastructure like roads 
and the Lutak Dock; increased 
demand for housing, schools and 
other services driven by increases in 
population; the potential for a boom 
and bust economy and the ability for 
economic benefits from the mine to 
outlast the life of the mine.

“Engagement is not a one-way 
communication,” Shaw said. The 
interviews Hemmera conducted are 
part of a larger process of community 
engagement that will include public 
meetings, open houses, focus 
groups, expert panels and written 
communication. Constantine is 
engaging very deeply with the 
community far earlier than a typical 
mine would, she said. In part, this is 
because early engagement is good 
and in part because the community 
has expressed some valid concerns, 
she said.

The key to holding an entity like 
a mine accountable is to ensure they 
have skin in the game, Archibald said 
at Thursday’s mining forum.

A minority group can have 
influence in a process if they’re 
vocal and say, “no,” Archibald said. 
Communities have the ability to ask 
mines to meet certain standards in 
exchange for community approval 
of a mine, he said.

Archibald brought up the concept 
of a “good neighbor agreement,” a 
legally binding contract between 
local, non-government organizations 
and a mining company that can hold 

mines to higher standards. Such 
agreements can establish clear and 
enforceable water quality standards 
and provide for citizen oversight of 
mining operations, he said. 

Reaching agreement could involve 
threatening to fight the mine in the 
court, Archibald said. Good neighbor 
agreements are difficult to achieve, 
he said. 

Archibald said the Red Dog Mine 
is touted as an example of successful 
negotiations between a community 
and a mine. The land the mine is on is 
under NANA’s control. After years of 
negotiations, NANA was able to get 
concessions from the mine including 
preferential hire and a 12.5% royalty 
tax. The agreement also includes 
a mechanism to work through 
environmental and subsistence issues 
brought about by mining activities, he 
said. However, this model would be 
difficult to transfer to Haines where 
Constantine’s land is under a variety 
of jurisdictions.

Derek Poinsette, executive director 
of Takshanuk Watershed Council, 
cited the Stillwater Mine in Montana 
as an example of a successful good 
neighbor agreement where the local 
community waived future rights to 
sue in exchange for the mine agreeing 
to meet protection standards beyond 
those required by state law.

Cornejo said while a good neighbor 

agreement is a possibility, there is 
only one example in the U.S. of 
an agreement of this type between 
a community and a mine, and this 
agreement came out of litigation. 
“I would hope we don’t get to that 
point,” she said. 

Cornejo said it is important to 
consider what underlying issues a 
good neighbor agreement would be 
trying to solve and said there could be 
multiple ways of addressing concerns 
including municipal code changes 
and working with a company to reach 
other types of agreements. She said 
increasing community engagement 
to allow Constantine to understand 
community concerns and work to 
address them is part of this process. 

Cornejo said  Constant ine 
understands that environmental 
protection is a priority for Haines 
along with issues like employment 
and educational opportunities. 
The mine’s preliminary economic 
assessment factors in efforts to 
mitigate the mine’s environmental 
impact through features like dry-
stack tailings storage. 

Executive director of Lynn Canal 
Conservation Jessica Plachta said 
that recent studies have shown 
mining companies, in general, care 
about having social license to operate 
in a community. She encouraged 
community members to let their 

concerns show.
Shaw said she had heard from 

individuals during the interview 
process who felt the process was 
designed to manufacture consent. 
“I’m not here to convince people of 
whether or not this project is good or 
bad. I’m here to try and create space 
for people to listen to different ideas, 
engage in that discussion respectfully 
and at the end of the day, the process 
is intended to change how this project 
might look so that it better reflects 
what the community wants.” Based 
on these discussions, people might 
decide the risks aren’t worth it or 
that the benefits outweigh the risks, 
Shaw said.

A community can’t protect against 
all the harms of mining, Archibald 
said. At the end of the day, allowing 
a mine to enter the community will 
come down to a risk-benefit analysis. 
But you won’t get the benefits 
without negotiating, he said. He said 
community members should think 
about what they stand to gain and 
what they stand to lose.

Constantine is the company 
conducting exploration, but it is 
likely that another company will 
operate the mine, Haines resident 
Gershon Cohen said. Ultimately, 
Haines will need to negotiate with 
the company that operates the mine.
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