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Ferry service cuts
threaten to strand
residents
By Jenna Kunze
The Alaska Marine Highway
System has reduced winter service
to Haines yet again—this time to
one ferry a week from November to
March. The state decision burdens
local business, leaves some ferry
workers filing for unemployment,
strands school clubs from travelling
to competitions, and frustrates winter
travelers who must now hang on the
hopes of a clear flying day.
On Nov. 1, AMHS announced
that maintenance for the 45-year-old
LeConte came in $2.8 million over
estimates. Without the budget to
overhaul two vessels, work is stalled
while the state compares repair
costs against that of the 44-year-old
Aurora. A decision is expected Nov.
15, according to a state press release.
“Beginning Oct. 31…. Haines and
Skagway will receive service once
per week and Hoonah will receive
service twice per month,” the press
release read. “There will be no
AMHS service to Angoon, Tenakee,
Pelican and Gustavus.”
In June, the Legislature approved
a $44 million cut to the ferry
system. Loss of funding, paired
with significant overhauls, threatens
to isolate the Southeast this winter.
The Matanuska will be the lone
vessel serving Haines most Saturdays
through March, when either the
LeConte or the Aurora is scheduled
to come back online. The ferry system
is exploring possible alternatives to
continue service while the LeConte
and Aurora are offline.
Several Haines residents learned

the news when they received
phone calls cancelling bookings for
upcoming ferries out of Haines.
“I got a call around noon that
the LeConte was being pulled
for servicing and would I like to
reschedule,” said Cheryl Stickler,
who had booked a trip down south.
“I don’t know how you’re supposed
to do that (on the spot).”
The new sailing schedule has
flustered many. Stickler said she will
lose money on change fees for her
flights plus a nonrefundable hotel
room, and has to decide between
cutting her vacation short, or risk
losing a week of work.
Vanessa Salmon, whose family of
four had planned a trip to Mexico
this winter, is looking at a similar
problem.
“To change my flight for four
people to the new ferry schedule
was going to cost $3,700 for the
same destination on different dates,”
Salmon said. But, she added, “It’s a
vacation, not an emergency.”
Judy Erekson had a medical
procedure planned in Juneau later
this month she will now have to
reschedule. She’s out $900 for an
Airbnb rental she’d booked around
the appointment, inviting her family
to spend Juneau in Thanksgiving
with her. Now, there’s not a ferry
home to Haines for eight days after
Thanksgiving.
“It’s hard not to be angry,” Erekson
said. “This is just the worst- and
I’m not as sick as a lot of people.”
Erekson said she will reschedule her
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Clay takes second in trap
at national tournament
By Kyle Clayton
Sports shooting competitor and
Haines High School senior Cade Clay
won a second-place medal in men’s
trap shooting at the Upper Midwest
ACUI Regional Championship
in Grand Island, Nebraska last
weekend.
Last year he placed seventh in the
same tournament. Clay is a member
of AlaskaYESS, a state shooting team
that competes across the country at
regional tournaments. He was one
of five members of the team whose
overall score helped it win the
regional championship.
“He had a phenomenal weekend,”
AlaskaYESS head coach Lindy
Moss said. “This is an elite team.
The students must have a 3.0 grade
point average and most important,
they must be excellent leaders and
ambassadors for the program and
Cade definitely fits that category.”
Clay competed against more
than 35 shooters from five regional
high school teams from Minnesota,
Kansas and Nebraska. He shot 94
of 100 targets to earn the secondplace finish. The week before at
a competition in Juneau with the
Haines Hot Shots, he shot 93 out of
100. Trap shooting, which occurs

over four separate rounds where the
competitors take aim at 25 targets,
allows time for his nerves to take
over, Clay said.
Clay missed two during the first
round, one in the second and third
rounds, and two in the last round.
“After the first 50 I had to go over
to my coach and calm down a little
bit,” Clay said. “I realize that I tend
to like the pressure a little more than
being relaxed. I can tend to get too
relaxed,” Clay said. “If I combine it
just right, I can hit a lot more than
what I usually do.”
Moss said 19 kids who competed
on the Alaska shooting team are now
attending college with the help of
scholarships from college shooting
teams.
Clay said he’s eyeing two
universities in Nebraska where such
a scholarship will help pay his way.
He’ll compete at another
tournament in Georgia in February.
Clay has been competitively
shooting with the Haines Hot Shots
since it began when he was in fifth
grade. “I like the fact that it’s an
individual, yet also a team sport,”
Clay said. “If I mess up, it’s on me
and I know what I have to do to fix it.”
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State maps
to change
Seduction Point
to ‘Ayiklutu’

Kindergarteners Jennessa McCall and Konnor O’Daniel march in the
Haines School’s Elementary Halloween Parade on Oct. 31. The students
paraded from the elementary school to the gymnasium and back. Kyle
Clayton photo.

By Kyle Clayton
The Alaska Historical Commission
voted unanimously last week to
change the name of Seduction Point
to Ayiklutu, a Tlingit word defined
as “small point of a larger point.”
The Chilkoot Indian Association
petitioned for the name change
in early September. The tip of
the Chilkat Peninsula was named
“Seduction Point” by Captain
George Vancouver “because of
the designing nature of the Indians
whom Lieutenant Joseph Whidbey
encountered there on July 16, 1794,”
according to the Geographic Names
Information System entry.
According to local Tlingit history
told by Dan Henry in his history
book “Across the Shaman’s River,”
the name comes from the rape of
a Kaagwaantan woman by British
sailors in the area.
“The name is meant to imply
she seduced the soldiers,” a CIA
employee said in their petition to the
commission.
CIA tribal administrator Harriet
Brouillette said she listened in on the
meeting and when the topic came up
on the agenda, she “held her breath.”

See NAME page 8

Town beaver’s lair discovered
By Jenna Kunze
To local eyewitnesses, he goes
by Timber, Cleaver, The Beavs and,
for those determined not to get too
attached, The Beaver. In six months
of work, the juvenile beaver living
in the murky storm water drainage
ditch next to the Haines Senior Center
has felled eight to 10 trees and, with
them, built a complex system of dams
inside the culvert. Halfway down
the tunnel, under the bathrooms at
Tlingit Park, The Beavs fashioned
a nest where Haines’ public works
employees guess he planned to live
all winter.
That plan was foiled last Thursday,
when four borough employees went
to work at undamming the drain
by digging access points into the
ground. One employee, Walker Blair,
went so far as to army crawl into the
underground pipe to assess the scene.
“It was full of sticks,” Blair said. “I
just started digging with my hands. I
think he’s a young beaver that doesn’t
know what he’s doing. If he was a
big beaver, it would be hard for him
to make it through the grate.”
By the end of the day on Thursday,
the workers removed a dump-truck
load of sticks and logs from the
culvert, public works superintendent
Will Hickman said.
If they hadn’t, Hickman said
the log jam could clog, and then
stormwater would back up and flood
the street. The vast majority of the
grates around town drain to that

primary stormwater culvert, he said.
“It’s the low spot, so water from the
entire town drains here,” he said. “In
the winter time, it will all freeze up.”
The four-foot by four-foot grate,
the entrance to the tunnel, was
sectioned off by six-inch rods of
metal, like a jail door. However, The
Beavs was able to wiggle through
with his loot of wood.
“The beaver has had a lot of fun
taking down trees,” resident Georgia
Haisler, whose property borders the
ditch, said. “When they say work
like a beaver, they do that. He has
taken down big and little trees and
taken them apart and into his hole.”
Residents first remember seeing
the beaver on an irregular basis
mid-summer, Haisler said. Many
witnesses, including Hickman,
echoed Haisler ’s sentiment—
“People enjoyed seeing what he
could do, and had no idea that so
much damage was getting done
underneath.”
Jeremy Settem, a cook at the Senior
Center, said the beaver was a hot topic
this summer, when locals caught
sight of him about once a week. “I’d
go out there and check his progress
out,” he said. “There’d be a big group
of kids riding their bikes joking about
trapping it, and moms in their mom
vans coming by and telling the kids
not to trap the beaver.”
Haines Senior Village manager
Melissa Ganey said her kids loved

watching the beaver, which they
called Cleaver, all summer.
“It didn’t have a care in the world,
it was just busy busy working away
on those trees,” she said. Her son,
8-year-old Kaeden Ganey, described
Cleaver as “brown, and it has big
feet.” He said he saw him three to four
times this summer, and wishes him
well. “I hope it doesn’t get caught,”
Ganey admitted.
Chuck Mitman, another neighbor
of The Beaver, who jokingly calls
him “The Beavs” in an ode to the
1960s sitcom Leave it to Beaver,
said the beaver only caused one
major disturbance, when it gnawed
into a tree at such an angle that it
precariously tipped towards the
road and threatened to fall into one
resident’s window.
Others, like 4-year-old preschooler
Sage Bieberich, never caught sight
of the nocturnal animal, though not
for lack of trying. He went looking
for it with his dad, but “never sawed
it.” “We haven’t found the beaver yet
and…beavers eat trees,” Bieberich
noted.
For now, public works has cleared
out the debris and put fencing over
the grate so that the beaver can no
longer squeeze inside. They’ve
placed live traps to catch him if he
comes back—“There’s a couple
volunteers that have ponds on their
property that said they would take
him,” Hickman said.

Borough, contractor impasse
stalls swimming pool opening
By Kyle Clayton
The opening of the swimming
pool is stalled indefinitely because
the Haines Borough and the Indiana
contractor working on the renovation
project are at odds over the project’s
completion.
The borough began issuing
penalties to the contractor, RenoSys,
of $1,500 per day since Oct. 25,
the contracted completion day.
As it stands, those fines amounted
to $16,500 as of Monday. Public
facilities director Ed Coffland said
the contractor’s management asserts
the company “met substantial
completion on Oct. 24 because they
had water in the pool, never mind
the fact that it leaks.”
“That pool could be filled today if
they wanted,” said RenoSys president
Steve Comstock. “We have our guys
on site. We haven’t abandoned the
pool and we’re waiting for these
chemicals to show up.”
Comstock says the delay of the
pool’s chemicals is stalling the pool’s
opening, not what he describes as
minor leaks within the pool liner that

can be easily repaired under water.
“We noticed there were some drips,
which is not uncommon in major
renovations,” Comstock said. “It’s
not holding them from filling the
pool.”
The pool has been filled and drained
three times since Sept. 30, during
which time leaks were discovered
and repaired, said borough manager
Debra Schnabel. Schnabel said the
pool remains drained while further
leaks are identified and repaired. She
said options for resolution include
“using the pool in a state of disrepair,
with repair to be scheduled by the
contractor after the Dolphins swim
season ends, removing the liner and
starting over, or continuing to patch
and repair the existing liner.”
Borough staff and the contractor also
disagree over whose responsibility it
was to provide the chlorine tablets
necessary to maintain the pool water.
“We had improvised a temporary
chlorine feed system when it became

See POOL page 5

“Timber” the beaver working on his home construction last Tuesday in the storm water drainage ditch
across from Haines Senior Village. Last week, borough employees cleared the culvert Timber had dammed
with more than a truckload of sticks and trees. Kathleen Menke photo.
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Save the Date

Give bears undisturbed access

Haines has had more bear activity in residential areas this fall than
ever before. Biologists suggest that a low return of fish in the Chilkat
River could be a reason why the bears are resorting to eating garbage to
survive. Another reason is the bears shy away from the river due to all of
the fishermen. The Chilkat River needs to be closed from the weir to the
bridge so the bears can be free to feed undisturbed.
The bears will be hibernating soon. Hopefully they will have eaten
enough to survive the long winter. It would be very sad if any of these
animals had to be killed just because they’re hungry, looking for
something to eat.
Closing the river from the weir to the bridge would be helpful for next
year so we wouldn’t have the problem we’re having now.
Dixie Hayes

Haines is loved and missed

We are so blessed to have been able to live in Haines, America. We
miss our home and all of you our friends and family... we are humbled by
your love and generosity. We wish we could be there to see and hug you
all in person. We will keep y’all posted on Gary’s progress. Again, we
thank you all for your love and support. Thank you Haines for being our
home.
Gary and Rebecca Hinkle

Reducing bear attractants as a community

With Community Waste Solutions’ new manager getting their act
together, with hainescompost.com in this town, with the bear news stories
not being full of reports from local gardeners and composters, there
are clearly ways and means to get our bear attractants way, way, way
down. Hooray for the Starvin’ Marvin School Garden Program, please
continue to teach the children well! Some of us older people with our
useless dumpsters and trash sheds seem so unable to change our bad
habits, but it’s time. A warming climate and anything else that’s off kilter
environmentally affects all of us in all kinds of ways, ways we can’t even
imagine right now. My dog and I had a wonderful semi-close encounter
with a bear up near the Major Road saw mills on August 17, I wouldn’t
change that experience for the world.
Evelyna Vignola

Thanks from one non-profit to another

On behalf of the Chilkat Community Foundation, I would like to thank
the board of Haines Assisted Living for donating a conference table and
chairs to us, to be used in our office. These will greatly enhance our
office space.
Non-profits benefit our community and each other, and this is a great
example of one nonprofit helping out another!
Thank you HAL.
Anna Jurgeleit
Co-chair Chilkat Valley Community Foundation

NRA Annual Banquet a success

Thank you Haines for the fantastic support on October 26 at the
Friends of NRA Annual Banquet!
Without the many sponsors, underwriters, supporters and attendees,
we would not be able to support our community’s shooting sports. The
overwhelming response this year will again allow us to continue the
support for the Haines Hot Shots, Haines Gal’s Shooting Club, Haines
Sportsman’s Association, and other organizations that request grants
from the NRA Foundation and Alaska Friends of the NRA.
Sincere appreciation is extended to Klondike Chiropractic, Majority
Arms Firearm Training, Alaska Sport Shop, Haines Gals Shooting Club,
Haines Home Building Supply, Turner Construction, Constantine Metal
Resources, and Storage & Warehouse. Your generosity is what keeps our
Haines community strong.
We cannot do it without all of you!
George Campbell and the
Haines Friends of NRA Committee

FORECAST

We are kicking off November fresh into Mercury Retrograde (Rx).
Mercury rules communication and our overall mindset. Mercury Rx
is the time to allow ourselves to go inward and reflect and make
time to tie up loose ends, reflect on what we already know, and
wait for new information to come to us. You may see troubles with
technology, transportation, or learning. This is not a recommended
time for signing contracts, making big purchases, or releasing any
big news or projects. Mercury being in Scorpio, we may find our
mindset and communication style is deeply observant, instinctual,
or even suspicious
11/12 Full Moon in 19° Taurus | 2:52 AM
Full Moons are the time we feel our emotions rising to the surface
and we are able to see things for what they are. This Taurus Full
Moon will allow us to slow down and take the time to think about
the practical aspects of the goal/project we are working on. This is
also a time to celebrate the lessons learned and blessings gained
with the intentions we set 6 months ago in the New Moon in Taurus
on May 4th.
11/26 New Moon in 4° Sagittarius | 6:08 AM
New Moons represent new beginnings with the feeling of renewal and as if there are endless opportunities amongst us! Sagittarius energy brings with it a sense of adventure, optimism, curiosity,
passion, active, or even a bit restless. This is the time to set your
intentions for the Full Moon in Sagittarius 6 months from now on
June 5th, 2020. What is it that you want to learn and discover more
about? Does this involve travelling, obtaining training, or a form of
higher education?

Advertising Policy
The advertising deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday for display ads and
noon on Tuesday for (Un)Classifieds. We now offer weekly color
advertising options on the back page. Please call 766-2688, email
chilkatnews@gmail.com or stop by our office for more information.

Letters Policy

Letters are limited to 250 words, including 10 businesses and 15
individuals and may be edited for libel, punctuation, grammar
and spelling; writers are also limited to two letters on the same
topic per month. Letters must include author’s first and last name
to be published. Please call 766-2688 with any questions. Letters
deadline is 5 p.m. Tuesday.
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To list an event in Save the Date, stop by our office,
email chilkatnews@gmail or call 766-2688!

Friday, November 8

Wild & Scenic Film Festival, 5:00 p.m. at
the Chilkat Center Lobby, film starts at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Jenn at jenn@takshanuk.org for more
information.
Haines Huts Winter Gear Swap, 4:00-8:00 p.m.
in the Chilkat Center basement. Winter clothes,
skis, snowboards, other gear in good condition is
accepted from 2-4 with sale 4-8. Portion of proceeds benefit Haines Huts Takshanuk hut project. For more information call 907 617-6525 or
email haineshuts@gmail.com
Forage and Nature Walks, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
meet at the Haines Library.

Saturday, November 9

Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting, 1:00
p.m. at the Salvation Army. Mayor Jan Hill will
speak, and the annual silent auction will be held. The
proceeds will benefit the Army’s holiday baskets.
ANS CAMP 5 Flea Market, 10:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m. at the ANB/ANS Hall. Also serving chili &
cornbread.
Veterans Day Dinner, 6:00 p.m. at the American
Legion. Free for Legion members, $15 for spouses,
$30 for nonmembers.

Sunday, November 10

Haines Library Book Club Meeting, 2:00
p.m. at the library. Discussing Two Old Women by
Velma Wallis. Everyone welcome. Copies available
for check-out at library front desk. For more info,
contact Janine at 303-2228.

Monday, November 11

Veteran’s Day, Borough offices closed.
Figure Drawing, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon
Museum, upstairs. Figure drawing with live models
every Monday evening through November 25. This
is a participation group, not a class. Bring your own
supplies. Everyone is welcome to attend any part of
the session. Contributions to the model are accepted
but not necessary. Call Donna for more info, 7662707.

Tuesday, November 12

Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the assembly
chambers.
Tuesdays with Tracy, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at
Mosquito Lake School Community Center. Every
Tuesday starting with November 5. Haines Public
Library’s Community Ed Coordinator Tracy Wirak
will lead science activities, art projects, and nature

Local Weather
In Town
Day
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Date
October 29
October 30
October 31
November 1
November 2
November 3
November 4

High
44
44
44
44
42
45
42

walks geared toward young children at Mosquito
Lake School Community Center. Library books can
be checked out as well. 766-6422.

Wednesday, November 13

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee,
6:30 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Podcast club for middle school students, 3:304:30 p.m. at the Haines library every Tuesday and
Wednesday starting November 13.
Learn How To… prepare for backcountry
travel in the winter, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the Haines
Library. A presentation by Haines Avalanche Center.
NSRAA Fall Board of Directors meeting, 9:00
a.m. at the NSRAA conference room. Northern
Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association Inc.,
(NSRAA) will hold this meeting on November 13
and 14. Copies of the agenda will be available in
the NSRAA office. The address of the conference
room is 1308 Sawmill Creek Rd. Meetings are open
to the public.

Thursday, November 14

Tourism Advisory Board, 11:00 a.m. at the
assembly chambers.
HEDC meeting, 3:00 p.m. at the assembly
chambers.
Planning Commission Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the
assembly chambers.

Monday, November 18

RupLoops concert, 7:00 p.m. at the Chilkat
Center. Presented by the Haines Arts Council.

Wednesday, November 20

Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation Society
meeting, 12:00 p.m. at the assembly chambers.
Learn How To…make salves and natural
cleaners, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the Haines Library.

Saturday, November 23

Haines Woman’s Club Annual Holiday Bazaar, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the school cafeteria
and elementary gym. Call Susan Johnston at 7662957 or 314-3155 to reserve a table.

Wednesday, November 27

Learn How To…ferment, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at
the Haines Library. A workshop on sourdough,
sauerkraut and other fermentations.

Thursday, November 28
Thanksgiving.

Sponsored
in part by

Haines

766-2595

Home Center

Dalton Cache Border Station
Low Precip.

Day

37
38
36
39
37
38
38

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Trace
0
Trace
Trace
Trace
0.04
0.39

Date

High

October 29
October 30
October 31
November 1
November 2
November 3
November 4

37
40
35
40
35
41
35

Low Precip.
31
25
25
28
29
29
30

0.12
Trace
0.13
0.04
0.06
0.33
0.48

Duly Noted
By Lexie DeWitt
The Haines Friends of the NRA
hosted a successful banquet at Harriett Hall in late October. “One hundred percent of the money goes to
range development and shooting
sports that are requested as grants
by different organizations,” said
organizer George Campbell. They
include the Haines Hot Shots, the
Haines Gals Shooting Club and also
the Haines Borough Police Department for firearm training. “It was a
fabulous night,” Campbell said. “I
noticed that everyone seemed like
they were having a good time. Between auctions, games and other
things, 35 firearms were awarded.”
The Haines Gals Shooting Club, led
by Cheryl Stickler decorated the
hall for the event. A highlight was
when Shelby Long won the Youth
Rifle drawing which was sponsored
by John Dunnenberg. A prime rib
dinner highlighted the evening and
sides were created with local produce from Haines and Juneau.
Paul Carrington and Erica
Loomis just got back from a sunny
Big Island, Hawaii. “We stayed on
a little goat farm called Silver Oaks
and we woke up eating macadamia
nuts and avocados straight from the
tree,” said Paul. “We drove around
the entire island and saw Mauna
Kea entrance where the road was
blocked because of protestors,
botanical gardens in Hilo and
the farmers market there too, the
southernmost winery in the U.S.
in Volcano, Waipio Valley down
the steepest road I’ve ever been on
where you need four-wheel drive to
a black sand beach, lots of coffee
farms and roadside fruit stands,”
said Erica. Paul went fishing and
caught a mahi mahi, ono and little
jack tuna. While there, Toni Olsen
from Sitka came up to Haines to
help with Paul’s son, Orion Carrington. “They had some good
family time and it was nice for
them to spend time together before
she moves to Leavenworth, Wash-

ington,” added Paul.
If you’re traveling on Alaska Airlines soon, make sure to pick up the
inflight magazine. A half-page photo and full-page story by local guide
and photographer Joe Ordonez
was featured in the October issue of
the airline’s magazine. The article
tells the story of how Joe captured
the image for the front cover of his
book, “Where Eagles Gather, the
Story of the Alaska Chilkat Bald
Eagle Preserve, Haines, Alaska.”
The dramatic photo shows two eagles battling over a fish. One eagle
is upside down and the two eagles’
talons are clasped together. The
story also details information on
Haines and the Alaska Bald Eagle
Festival.
The day after Halloween, high
school students took part in a photo
scavenger hunt that had them going around the community to get
photos of their class doing interesting things. “Sometimes it’s just fun
to jump out of the norm and do a
team-building activity,” said teacher Sam McPhetres. “A favorite
was “a plank at the bank,” where
all the students were photographed
in front of the bank doing a plank,”
he added. Points were tallied by
school officials and a video of the
photos was shown at the break
during a class when the winning
team(s) were announced. Winners
chose from a list of prizes including a free tardy pass or one of the
lunches from Mrs Lilly Boron’s
Culinary Arts class. The video
can be viewed at the Haines High
School YouTube Channel (youtube.com/haineshighschool). “The
school would like to thank the many
businesses that hosted our students
for a number of the required photos
including the Alaska Sport Shop,
Olerud’s Inc, Miles Furniture and
of course the Haines Police Department,” said McPhetres.
Brent and Jess Crowe along
with their kids Finn and Violet
took their boat, the tender Pavlov,

to Skagway, to visit Brad and Jola
Ryan along with their kids Atlin
and Elias. They were joined by
Stuart and Lexie DeWitt and their
children Charlie, Loralai, and
Lucas, who took their boat the F/V
Kealailani over to sell crab. They
all enjoyed a dinner at the local
Skagway brewery and restaurant
the first night. The next day they
four-wheeled and paint-balled in
Dyea. A highlight for the kids was
shooting at Brad Ryan with paintball guns as he drove by as fast
as he could on his four-wheeler.
That night, the families enjoyed a
crab feast onboard the Pavlov and
shared many laughs.
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Commission to decide on
considering heliport permit
By Kyle Clayton
The Haines Borough Planning
Commission will need to decide
whether or not they should consider
a conditional use permit (CUP)
application for a heliport near 26
Mile Haines Highway at its Nov. 14
meeting based on a legal doctrine
cited by opponents of the proposed
heliport.
Scott Sundberg, owner of Big
Salmon Ventures, has four times
in the last 10 years submitted the
application to the borough to build
a heliport that would be used for his
heli-skiing company. The planning
commission has twice rejected
the application, and the Alaska
Superior Court affirmed the planning
commission’s latest decision in 2015
in large part because the permit would
violate conditional use criteria that
prohibit a use from creating ‘undue
noise.’
Borough manager Debra Schnabel,
who recommended the permit’s
approval last month, asked the
borough attorney if the planning
commission’s 2015 decision gives
the public “legal recourse against the
borough if the permit were approved
in 2019.”
In a memo released late Wednesday
afternoon, borough attorney Brooks
Chandler wrote that granting a CUP
for the same use that was denied
in 2015 “could be successfully
challenged on appeal unless the
2019 planning commission identified
significant differences between the
2019 and 2015 proposed uses or
surrounding circumstances relevant
to the issue of whether the proposed
use generates ‘undue noise.’”
“For example, if the commission
decides that helicopters don’t make

as much noise in 2019 as they did
in 2015 but there is no technical
evidence showing that to be the case
there is a good change the decision
would be reversed on appeal,”
Chandler wrote.
Chandler said the “meat of the
issue” and “the primary consideration
driving permit denial in 2015 was
the ‘undue noise’ requirement” of
borough code.
“For example, perhaps the general
ambient background noise has
increased significantly due to growth
or other ‘noisy’ uses that were not
present in 2015. These are all factual
determinations for the commission,
not legal issues to be determined
by the borough attorney. The
determinations must be supported by
evidence placed in the record before
the commission.”
Although Sundberg’s application
has not substantially changed, he
argues that recent development in
the area, including an airstrip, makes
the heliport a more compatible use.
After Sundberg’s latest attempt
last month, some nearby residents
opposed to the heliport’s construction
said the borough had no right to again
consider the issue. They cited a legal
principle known as res judicata, that
a matter that has been adjudicated
by a competent court may not be
pursued further by the same parties,
as justification.
Chandler said staff does not have
discretion under borough code to
“reject an application previously
rejected by the commission.” He said
that’s the planning commission’s job.
“The role of the planning
commission is to address all

See HELI page 5

Trooper post remains
open, ‘internal matter’

By Jenna Kunze
Alaska state wildlife trooper
Wallace Kirksey left his Haines post
for another station in October, leaving
the post to an uncertain future.
State trooper public information
officer Ken Marsh said this week
that the department intends to fill
the position, but because of a private
personnel policy, the timeline is
unclear.
Haines residents will not learn of
Kirksey’s replacement until a new
wildlife trooper arrives.
“Basically, the hiring or bidding
process is an internal matter,” Marsh
wrote in an email. “When a wildlife
trooper arrives in Haines to begin
work, the matter will then be public.”
Kirksey transferred to Haines
from a trooper patrol position in
Matanuska-Susitna Valley in May,
when he replaced departing trooper
Trent Chwialkowski. Kirksey left
the valley after five months on the

job, and never responded to the
CVN’s request for comment.
In 2017, the highway trooper
post in Haines was eliminated due
to budget cuts and increased crime
rates in Bethel.
On Wednesday, state troopers
announced a record-high
recruitment cycle, with over 1,000
applicants for 2020.
“Continuing to fill ranks to increase
number of troopers statewide
will help us to bolster our focus
of increasing public safety in
rural Alaska, which the Dunleavy
administration has committed
to doing,” said Amanda Price,
Commissioner of the Department of
Public Safety.
When asked if this could mean
reinstating a “blue shirt” patrol
trooper to Haines, Marsh said “we
can’t draw a correlation between the
press release and what may or may
not happen with regard to Haines.”

High School Freshman Uriel Bravo helps put the finishing touches on the collaborative student art piece in
the Bald Eagle Foundation. The project, called “Arts Lifts Us Up,” was created to celebrate the 25th Annual
Bald Eagle Festival. A wide age-range of Haines School students created intricate pen and ink feathers, as
well as larger abstract painted feathers, to form a set of Eagle’s Wings. Art teacher Giselle Miller, along with
some secondary art students, assembled the piece and completed the install, including the wooden frame.
The wings will be on display through December in the Bald Eagle Foundation, then will spend some time
in the school, until they find a permanent home. Photo courtesy of Giselle Miller.

Tlingit language class back at Sheldon
By Jenna Kunze
In a nod to Native American Heritage Month, Tlingit
elder and traditional practitioner Marsha Hotch will
teach her second annual (in recent history) Tlingit
language course at the Haines Sheldon Museum.
The course will run on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
Nov. 5 to Nov. 26, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
“Last time we had community members that wanted
to come, but we geared it more towards families,”
she said. “We’re still trying to keep it to families, but
opening it up as long as community members support
the learning.”
Gwen Sauser and her two sons, 10 and 7 years old,
were the first to join in on Wednesday. The couple has
recently moved back from Washington to Sauser’s
hometown to raise their children. Sauser’s greatgrandmother spoke Tlingit, and she said she wanted
the language to be “more than just a picture on a page”
for her kids.
“I thought it’d be a great way for the boys to at least
hear the Tlingit language and become a part of who
they are,” she said. “I’d encourage others to take the
class, even if they’re not Tlingit,” she said. “You always
hear about how to understand a culture you have to
learn the language. That’s really true.”
Hotch is one of five remaining local Tlingit speakers
in the valley. With more than 20 years of experience,
she works developing curriculum and teaching Tlingit
language online to high school students in Angoon
through Goldbelt Heritage Foundation. She also teaches
a language class at the Klukwan School.
The course is for beginning-level speakers of all
ages. Hotch said she won’t build the curriculum until

she gauges the group’s ability. “It’s new to everybody,”
she said. “Once I feel the group out, I’ll know what I
can do and what I can’t do.”
In September 2018, then-Gov. Bill Walker signed
an administrative order at the First Alaskans Institute’s
Social Justice Summit, directing state agencies to help
promote Native linguistics in public education.
In the year since, Hotch said she’s seen Tlingit
language revitalization gain momentum, particularly
in Juneau.
“For one, the pre-school immersion group (Tlingit
and Haida) in Juneau is running,” she said. “They have
little guys in there and after a few weeks the little guys
are understanding and saying a few words.” More
Goldbelt Heritage staff is learning to speak, Hotch said,
and the Juneau School District in August unanimously
approved an indigenous language program for students
district-wide.
Last week, Klukwan chief Kohklux and his two wives
were honored in Whitehorse and Haines Junction for
drawing the 150-year-old original maps of the valley
for early government cartographers.
“That’s an example of revitalization,” Hotch said. “So
much has happened within 200 years within Southeast
Alaska. Look where we are today in just that short of
a time, how far we’ve come.”
For the language, Hotch said revitalization is in the
making. “It takes time to get your foot in the door.”
Enrollment to the class is ongoing; The cost is $35
for adults for the month, and $15 for kids. Museum
members can attend free.
To sign up, call 766-2366 or email coordinator@
sheldonmuseum.net.

Students return from
Sitka music festival
By Kyle Clayton
Haines High School students
performed in the Southeast Alaska
Honor Music Festival at the Thunder
Mountain High School auditorium in
Sitka late last month.
Peter Elklund, director of choral
activities at the University of
Nebraska Lincoln, directed the choir.
Raine Winge, Hannah Boron,
Natalie Jobbins, Matilda Rogers,
Lydia Andriesen, Melanie Thomas,
Luke Davis, Logan Borcik, Nathan
Haas, Brennan Palmieri and Steven
Galinski sang in the choir. They
performed songs including “Song
of Triumph” by Dale Grotenhuis,
“And Nature Smiled,” by Allen
Koepke and “The Awakening” by
Joseph Martin.
“Dr. Eklund did an excellent
job of infusing the lively engaging
rehearsals with excellent fundamental

vocal instruction in diction, vowel
formation for singing and was a joy
to learn from and observe,” music
director Matt Davis said. “In the final
performance, the choir performed
each of their pieces better than they
had in any of their rehearsals.”
Brass players also performed in the
trumpet section of the band directed
by Scott Hagen, director of bands at
the University of Utah. Mark Davis
and Haley Boron led the high brass
section playing first and second
chairs respectively, Matt Davis said.
The band peformed The Hounds of
Spring by Alfred Reed, Illumination
by David Maslanka and The
Redwoods by Rossano Glante,
among others.
“The concert was well attended and
recordings of the concert have been
posted to the Haines Glacier Bears
Youtube channel,” Matt Davis said.

Find your nesting site!

Romeo (played by Ryan Staska) attempts to steal a kiss from an apprehensive Juliette ( played by Riyan
Stossel) in The Merry Trickster’s production of The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged)
during the Sunday matinee on the Chilkat Center stage.

Local’s Tatshenshini River Trip
August 22 - 31, 2020
30% discount, space is limited

Free.
Donations accepted.

Portage Cove Waterfront- near town
$98,500
Across Chilkoot Lake- remote cabin lot $30,000
18 Mile - 4.44 acre lot with power, phone $43,500
25 Mile - 19.65 acre parcel near rec area $112,000
27 Mile- Klehini Riverfront over 36 acres! $75,000

Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long • Reneé Hoffman • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associates
115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH

766-3510

WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM

Silent meditation

6:45pm Tuesdays.
After yoga in the Body IQ
yoga studio.
Tea and fruit will be served.

To register: 907-314-0340 or info@hainesrafting.com
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Thank You For Your Service

Front row (left to right): Chuck Mitman, Bill Rostad, Ralph Strong, Mike Case, Tom Spencer and Ben Tong.
Back row: Kyle Clayton, Mike Binkie, Jim Shook, Alan Traut, Norman Baxter and Woody Slate

to all veterans and
American Legion post
#12 members of
Haines and Klukwan
Proudly Supporting Our Veterans
Alaska Arts Confluence
Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Seaplanes
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Caroline’s Closet/Howsers IGA
Chilkat Valley News
Constantine Metal Resources
Haines Brewing Company
Haines Home Building
Haines Quick Shop
Mike’s Bikes & Boards/ Outfitter

Liquor/Outfitter Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate
Harbor Bar/Lighthouse Restaurant
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Malia Howard, State Farm Agent
Miles Furniture
Mountain Market & Cafe/Ripinsky
Roasters
Olerud’s Market Center &
Alaska Sport Shop
Sarah J’s Cafe
Turner Construction

It’s not too late to join the list of proud supporters.
Contact the Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or chilkatnews@gmail.com.

Advertise your Black
Friday/Small Business
Saturday sales in our
November 21st issue!
Chamber of Commerce members
get a free ad this size (3 x 2.5 inches)
with your 2019 membership.
Call Chilkat Valley News at 766-2688 or
email chilkatnews@gmail.com. Black Friday
advertising deadline is 5 p.m.Friday, Nov. 15.

For more
info,
call the
terminal
766-2111
Recording
766-2113
y
ed b

sor
Spon

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND
Saturday
9 MALASPINA
Saturday
16 MALASPINA
SOUTHBOUND
Saturday
9 MALASPINA
Saturday
16 MALASPINA

Arrive
from JNU

Depart
to SGY

Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

11:30am 1:00pm
9:45am 11:15am
5:30pm
3:45pm

7:30pm
5:45pm

resso
an esp y!
Grab
r wa
on you

Mountain Market & Cafe
Ripinsky Roasters

Open 7 days a week Corner of 3rd Ave & Haines Hwy 766-3340

Subscribe to the CVN ~ Support journalism in Haines!
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This Week in History

Archive news from 50-ish, 25 and 10 years ago.
Nov. 9, 1970
Wendy Bills, 1964 Haines High graduate, is
presently in the Micronesian Islands training native
nurses in modern psychiatric methods.
Wendy is on three months leave from the Hawaii
State Mental Hospital where she has been in charge
of the younger age group (6-18 years).
She is currently working out of Saipan, where
she reports through her mother Mrs. Barbara Bills
of Haines that it is much hotter than Hawaii ever
thought of being.
Although she is working in an area where
Americans are often looked upon somewhat unkindly,
Wendy reports that she has enjoyed working with the
natives and that they have accepted her as a friend.
An example of some of the new problems she has
to cope with: Many natives in Micronesia believe
that mental illness is caused by “evil spirits” and
sufferers are often locked up. Nevertheless, Wendy
is enjoying her challenging job.
Nov. 3, 1994
Haines residents offered conditional support for
a proposed Chilkoot hydroelectric project Tuesday
but insisted that power lines from the remote site
be buried.
About 20 turned out for the public hearing
held by Haines Light and Power as part of its
permitting process by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.
“I commend the idea of using less fossil fuel. But
you’re talking about a 100-year project. Let’s do it
right,” Thom Ely told HL&P officials. “If you can
afford to put in a project of this size, you can afford
to put in underground lines.”
Residents cited aesthetics, concern for eagle
populations and preservation of old-growth timber
in lobbying against above-ground power lines.

Nov. 5, 2009
A Haines sailor aboard a U.S. merchant vessel
attacked off the coast of Africa Monday said pirates
were not cowed by the appearance of a gun on deck
and made several attempts to attach a hooked ladder
to the ship’s gunwales.
“The ship had too much freeboard for their ladder
to reach the railing and after several failed attempts
they slowed their skiff down and ran a parallel
course with the bridge. They opened fire (with)
approximately a 15-to-20 round burst, hitting the
lifeboat and various places on the bridge,” Garrett
Phillips wrote in an email to family members here.
Phillips, 23, an able-bodied seaman, was one of 21
Americans crewing the freighter Overseas Harriette
when it was attacked by 12 pirates on two skiffs
about 360 miles of Mombasa, Kenya. His account,
he wrote, came from conversations with the ship’s
captain and crew, as he had mustered below decks
with other sailors during most of the 30-minute
incident.

SEASON’S FIRST SNOW -- A snow that started
with flurries on Halloween Saturday kept coming
Sunday, dropping about 11 inches downtown by
Monday mornng, when clearing efforts started. A
borough grader moves a berm of snow at Third
Avenue and Main Street. The weather forecast
called for warmer weather and rain later this
week.

Sponsored by

Free estimates on all your earthwork
General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction
Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier
(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

766-2442

Current hours:
Monday-Saturday
4:00-8:00 p.m.

Sunday

12:00-8:00 p.m.

Harbor Bar

766-2444

November 7, 2019

POOL from page 1
apparent RenoSys was unable to
deliver the ‘initial tablet setup’ as
required by your contract,” Coffland
wrote to Comstock. “We had injected
chlorine into the pool the second time
the pool was filled, but your team
decided to drain the pool in order
to ‘find leaks and repair them.’ We
will continue to use the temporary
chlorine feed system until our order
arrives.”
Comstock said his company
ordered the chemicals in September,
but various delays, partly because
they are considered a hazardous
material, have prevented them

HELI from page 3
information that’s placed before it
with respect to a particular permit
application,” Chandler told the CVN.
“Theoretically something could
sail through simply because no one
opposes it. If somebody gets in front
and says, I object to either granting
or denying this permit because
it’s already been decided, then the
commission is required to consider
that particular argument.”
He said the planning commission
could consider an addition to code
that would bar new CUP applications
for the same proposed use on the
same property for a set period of
time following a previous planning
commission rejection.
Sundberg reapplied for the permit
in April, although he pulled the
item off the agenda the day of
the meeting. At the time, former
borough planner Holly Smith and
Schnabel recommended the permit
be approved.
Staff wrote that the nature of the
area is “trending more industrial
over the last few years” since George
Campbell constructed an airstrip
on his property, another property
owner (who opposes the helipad)
has a commercial marijuana growing
operation, and the University of
Alaska announced plans to harvest
timber from the area.
“When the airstrip went in, we
decided to say, ‘Well, does this
change the situation?’” Sundberg
said. “You have two very similar
activities and noise and location and
one is no process and the other has
been under legal battle for years. I
think a judge on appeal would look at
judicata, or look at the situation, and
have a different opinion at this point.”
In order for an applicant to receive

Haines Home Building Supply

Veteran’s Day
is this Monday!

Veterans, come to Haines
Home on Veteran’s Day
for a sales tax holiday!

OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Lutak Lumber
766-2700

766-2940

Hardware

The Lende family business serving professional
builders and do-it yourselfers since 1986.
Quality materials & paint, great prices, and excellent service.

Open six days a week, across from the Port Chilkoot Dock.

WINTER HOURS

Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm • Sat, 9am - 4pm

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri, 7am-5:30pm
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Now Stocking:

from arriving. He said it’s not his
company’s responsibility to ensure
the chemicals arrive from the
manufacturer in a timely manner.
“All parties have tried diligently
to secure and expedite the required
tablets with no luck,” Comstock said.
“(The manufacturer) has washed
their hands of helping. To say this
is a RenoSys problem is not only
unfair but unfounded.”
Coffland said he ordered a year’s
supply of chlorine tablets from a
Washington supplier that should
arrive soon.

Closed Sunday

Tires, ATV Parts & Accessories,
Boat Supplies, Steel & Aluminum,
Welders and Welding Gasses.

a conditional use permit, their
proposed use must meet eight criteria.
The planning commission in 2015
said Sundberg’s permit failed to meet
six of those criteria, among them: its
use would fail to avoid undue noise;
it would negatively affect property
values; it’s inconsistent with other
uses in the area, and there was
significant opposition from nearby
property owners.
Resident Nicholas Szatkowski,
longtime opponent of the proposed
CUP who cited res judicata, said,
at its most basic level, the permit
application does not meet the criteria
outlined in borough code. He said
if the planning commission does
approve the permit, the borough
would risk litigation.
“It’s foolish and against the public
interest to take an action that has such
enormous legal liability and that goes
against the decision of the Superior
Court of Alaska and against the long
standing and repeated decision of
their own planning body.”
In their justification for accepting
and recommending approval,
borough staff said no evidence
existed to prove that it would
diminish property values. Schnabel
said that “some amount of industrial
noise is to be expected” in the
area where the helipad is being
proposed. She said undue noise can
be mitigated, and that conditions on
the permit could mitigate such noise
occurrences.
In an email to Chandler requesting
his advice, she cited Superior Court
Judge Pallenberg’s decision that
said it was the role of the local
government to determine “what sort
of community Haines wants to be.”
“These ‘subjective’determinations
about community standards are
intended to be made by the assembly
elected by the people of Haines, and
the planning commission appointed
by that assembly, not the court.”
He said that the court’s job was
to ensure local government follows
borough code, that its decisions are
supported by evidence and follow the
law, not to “substitute its judgment
for that of the local body.”
Schnabel wrote to Chandler that
it “could be argued that Sundberg
resubmitted his application hoping
that a ‘new’ planning commission
would make different ‘subjective’
judgements about community
standards.”
Chandler said changes in
community policy preferences
“should first be accomplished
through changes to borough code
or the comprehensive plan rather
than on a case by case basis when
acting on requests for conditional
use permits.”
The planning commission also
rejected the permit application in
2011. In 2014, the assembly, which
Schnabel was a member of, voted
to approve the permit for one year
while the borough conducted a noise
study of the area. The study, also
a source of controversy, was used
by the planning commission and
the Superior Court judge in 2015
as evidence that the permitted use
would cause undue noise in the area.

Indoor

Farmer’s Market
Saturday, Nov. 16

ANB Hall

Shop local, support friends and neighbors!

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING
The HAINES BOROUGH will
be holding a public meeting
on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER
26 at 1:00 P.M. at the HAINES
SENIOR CENTER (33 Mission Street). All public, private
non-profit, and private for-profit transportation providers, as
well as the general public are
invited to attend, participate
and provide comment on the
Haines Coordinated Transportation Plan. For a copy of
the plan prior to the meeting
please contact Carolann Wooton at 907-766-6409.

Page 6			

Chilkat Valley News 				

Sailor, nurse, judge lived full life
John Hutchins
Heather Lende for the CVN
Retired Haines magistrate John
Hutchins, 73, died suddenly Oct.
17 of apparent heart failure near his
home in Chimacum, Washington.
The family held a graveside memorial
service on Oct. 23 at the Tahoma
National Cemetery in Kent.
Hutchins served as magistrate
in Haines from 2003-2016. In a
retirement interview with the CVN,
he said it was the best job he ever had.
“Everything you do has meaning.
You deal with child custody cases,
you deal with property, evictions,
protective orders, domestic violence,
criminal law…You’re affecting
people’s money, their rights, where
they live, whether they can keep their
children or not,” Hutchins said.
A poster on his office wall read,
“What people really need is a good
listening to.”
“He was extremely patient. He
took the time to hear everyone.
Above all, John brought humanity
to the court,” clerk Bonnie Hedrick
said, noting that a Skagway man
Hutchins sentenced to a year in jail
even returned later and asked him to
officiate at his wedding.
“John was unflappable and
did everything thoroughly and
meticulously,” she said. “He also
could tell a joke, and people didn’t
expect that from a judge.”
When Hutchins retired, both the
public defender, Tim Ayer, and Amy
Paige, the assistant district attorney
at the time, penned an “Opposition to
Permanent Recusal” with a litany of
reasons why Hutchins should remain
on the bench, from “consistently fair,
well-reasoned and sound rulings,”
(he was never overturned by a higher
court) to “It is unlikely that another
magistrate could run the court in
a way as fair, compassionate, and
pragmatic as Magistrate Hutchins.”
Paige told the CVN she believed
Hutchins was one of the finest
magistrates in Southeast Alaska
because he was “careful about getting
his decisions right,” and when in
doubt, consulted with legal experts.
Hutchins listed his home phone
number, kept artificial flowers and
disposable cameras on hand for
courtroom weddings, and eschewed
the formality of announcing “All
Rise” when he entered the court,
mostly because he was already at
the bench, exchanging pleasantries
with attorneys or defendants while
waiting for hearings to begin.
Hutchins’ influence remains in
the local court, from the toys he
purchased for children (and often
gave away), to his law library and
ship’s clock.
“John did many things, but Haines
magistrate was his primo job. He
loved it. Ironically, he was the least
judgmental person I ever met,” wife
Cheri Hutchins said.
John Wayne Hutchins Jr. was born
in Northampton Massachusetts. Oct.

9, 1946 to Margaret
McGill and John
Wayne Hutchins.
His only sister
died of cancer. His
father was a WW II
soldier, carpenter, and
teacher. His mother
was a homemaker.
The family moved
to Nigeria when his
father took a job as
voc-ed teacher at a
UN affiliated school
in Lagos.
Hutchins attended
the Leysin American
School in Switzerland
where he ski raced and
mountain climbed.
His favorite teacher
was John Harlin,
founder of the International School
of Modern Mountaineering, who
instilled in him a lifelong love of the
mountains, which eventually led him
to Alaska. After graduation, Hutchins
married fellow student Daune Flink,
the daughter of an Arabian American
Oil Company executive. By the time
Hutchins was a sophomore at Carson
Newman College in Tennessee the
couple was expecting twins, and
plans changed. Hutchins briefly
worked in an aircraft manufacturing
plant building components for the
Apollo lunar module and as an
orderly in a hospital before enrolling
in the Cooley Dick Nursing School
in Northampton. After graduating
in 1972, he joined the Navy and
spent two years in the Philadelphia
Naval Hospital during the Vietnam
War, nursing service men and
women with severe orthopedic and
neurological injuries. The Navy paid
for him to attend George Washington
University where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in nursing. He
became a certified registered nurse
anesthetist in 1976.
For the next 17 years he served in
Naval hospitals and on Navy ships,
including 10 years aboard vessels in
the Persian Gulf. His marriage ended
in part due to those long separations,
he told the CVN.
He was close to his children.
Daughter Kelly Hutchins said, “I
think of my father as a loving dad,
funny, kind and a teller of stories.”
Hutchins and Cheri Kay Buchanan,
a fellow Navy nurse anesthetist, were
wed on Dec. 8, 1988 in Anchorage.

88

th

annual

They were stationed in San Diego,
Iceland, and Adak and in 1993
retired to Anchorage. Hutchins was
an obstetric anesthetist at Alaska
Regional Hospital for nine more
years. When his son John Christopher
Hutchins entered law school, he
confessed he’d dreamed of becoming
a lawyer, and enrolled in online legal
classes.
In 2002, Hutchins was hired as a
part-time magistrate in Skagway; he
began full-time at the Haines court
the next year. He never finished law
school. John Christopher Hutchins,
now an attorney, treasured their daily
discussions of the law and so many
things. He said his father’s joy was
“infectious.”
Hutchins and his wife and their
Bernese mountain dogs (they had up
to four) were regular beach walkers.
He began restoration of the Felicity
Ann, a 1939 sloop that Ann Davison
skippered on the first female solo
crossing of the Atlantic, before
donating it to the Northwest School
of Wooden Boatbuilding.
In retirement he became a ham radio
operator and a certified watchmaker
and enjoyed the company of his
family, and RV-ing with Cheri and
their two corgis.
He is survived by wife Cheri
(Chimacum) and children Keith
Hutchins (Chimacum), John C.
Hutchins (Poulsbo) and Kelly
Hutchins (Olympia).
Cheri and Keith Hutchins may be
reached at 2481 Anderson Lake Rd.
Chimacum, WA 98235.

Haines Woman’s Club

Holiday Bazaar

Call Susan Johnston
at 766-2957 or 314-3155
23rd to reserve a table today!

Saturday,
November
School Cafeteria and
Elementary Gym 10am - 2pm
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Police Report
Tuesday, October 29
A caller reported a bear at 0 Mile
Haines Hwy.
A caller reported a sow and two
cubs on Deishu Dr.
A caller repor ted a noise
disturbance on 200 Block S 2nd
Ave.
A caller reported a sow and two
cubs on 500 Block Chilkoot St.
A caller reported a bear getting
into a dumpster on 400 Block
Union St.
A caller reported a bear attractant
on 800 Block Highland Dr.
A caller reported a vehicle parked
on property without permission on
3000 Block Mud Bay Rd.
A caller reported a brown bear
on 800 Block Young Rd.
A 25yo male was arrested for
violating conditions of a protective
order on 3rd Ave.
Investigation continues into a
report of harassment on 900 Block
Small Tracts Rd.
A caller reported hearing gun
shots on 1000 Block Mud Bay Rd.
A caller reported a bear pushed
a dumpster on 3rd Ave.
A caller reported a pedestrian
creating a noise disturbance on
Mud Bay Rd.
A caller reported a bear getting
into a dumpster on 100 Block 1st
Ave.
A caller repor ted a bear
attempting to access the dumpster
on 1st Ave.
Wednesday, October 30
Investigation continues into a
report of a missing conex.
A 20 day ex parte domestic
violence protective order was
received, to be served on a 47yo
male on 200 Block Main St.
A caller repor ted a vehicle
spilling debris on Small Tracts Rd.
Investigation continues into a
report of an assault on 1000 Block
Haines Hwy.
A caller reported two bears dug a
hole near a front door on 100 Block
Small Tracts Rd.
A caller reported a protective
order violation on 100 Block S
3rd Ave.
A caller reported a bear attractant
on 800 Block Small Tracts Rd.
HBPD responded to a report of a
trespasser on 300 Block Dalton St.
A caller reported two bears
ripped a door off a shed to access
garbage on 4th Ave.
A caller reported a domestic
dispute on 3rd Ave. and View St.
A caller reported a bear on 900
Block Small Tracts Rd.
A caller reported a possible
protective order violation on 900
Block Small Tracts Rd.
Responded to a report of a
suicide attempt.
Thursday, October 31
A caller reported a sow and cubs
attempting to open bear-proof cans
on 200 Block Willard St.
A caller reported garbage that
was improperly disposed of on S

Sawmill Rd.
A caller reported receiving a
fraudulent telephone call.
A citizen requested a welfare
check.
A caller reported a reckless
driver on Mud Bay Rd.
A caller reported an unfit driver
in Haines.
Officers made contact with three
individuals on 100 Block S 3rd Ave.
Received a report of a possibly
intoxicated driver at 0 Mile Haines
Hwy.
Friday, November 1
A caller repor ted a bear
attempting to access a dumpster
on Chilkoot Loop.
A caller repor ted a bear
attempting to access a dumpster
on 100 Block 1st Ave.
A caller reported a possible
domestic dispute on 2nd Ave.
A caller reported a bear pushed
over a dumpster on 200 Block S
2nd Ave.
A caller reported a bear on
Main St.
A trespass notice was served on
1000 Block Small Tracts Rd.
HVFD responded to a service
call on Letnikoff.
A caller reported a pedestrian
creating a noise disturbance on
River Rd.
Saturday, November 2
A caller reported an unwelcome
individual on property on Lutak Rd.
HVFD SAR located three
individuals at Little Salmon River.
A caller reported an injured swan
on Chilkat Lake Rd.
A welfare check was conducted
on 4th Ave.
A caller repor ted unwanted
contact on Small Tracts Rd.
A citizen reported bear activity
on 2nd Ave.
Sunday, November 3
HBPD made contact with an
individual on 4th Ave.
A caller reported a bear at 0 Mile
Haines Hwy.
HVFD responded to a report of a
chimney fire at 3 Mile Haines Hwy.
A caller reported someone rifling
through a shed at 8 Mile Lutak Rd.
A caller reported a pedestrian
creating a noise disturbance on
River Rd.
Monday, November 4
A caller reported loud music on
4th Ave.
Confidential repor t of drug
activity.
Investigation continues into a
report of a broken window at 0 Mile
Haines Hwy.
HVFD responded to a fire alarm
at 200 Block Dalton St.
There were three 911 hang-ups,
no canine, eight EMS calls and four
traffic stops during this reporting
period. Additional information is
available Haines Borough Police
Department website and Facebook
page.

Get out and support the Arts!

ALASKA FISH FACTOR
Laine Welch/Fish Factor
November 1, 2019
The federal government’s plan to raze
more roads through the Tongass National
Forest is facing strong headwinds from
fishermen, Native groups and coastal communities throughout Southeast Alaska.
Over 220 Southeast Alaskan fishermen
signed a letter to the Trump Administration last week opposing the abrupt push to
exempt the Tongass National Forest from
a roadless rule in place for over a decade.
The exemption would release more than
9 million acres from protection and open
nearly 200,000 acres to logging.
The U.S. Forest Service made the announcement on October 15 that it is seeking a full exemption from rules that ban
more road building in the nation’s largest
forest. Alaska would be the only state
exempted from the current federal law.
The fishermen’s letter, spearheaded by
the Sitka Conservation Society and Alaska
Longline Fishermen’s Association, was
sent to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue telling him that fishing is the
backbone of local economies and it relies
on intact watersheds and salmon spawning
grounds in the Tongass, which produces
80% of the salmon caught in the Southeast
region.
The push has quickly generated support
from other fronts.
The Skagway Borough Assembly
passed a resolution last week in support
of maintaining the roadless rule citing,
among other things, the impact logging
could have on tourism.
“I wonder what happens to that experience when cruise ships are passing by
clear cut areas, or when cruise ships dock
in a port and people take a flight through
an area that has been clear cut or a place
that you used to be able to fish like I’ve
done in Baranoff that you can no longer
do because the stream has been compromised,” said Mayor Andrew Cremata as
reported by radio station KHNS.
Likewise, six tribal governments issued
a joint statement condemning the roadless
exemption. They include the Angoon Cooperative Association, Central Council of
Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska,
Hoonah Indian Association, Hydaburg

Cooperative Association, and the Villages
of Kake and Kasaan.
Their statement accused the federal
agencies of ignoring the concerns of the
tribes and said they were “deeply disappointed” by the process, according to the
Juneau Empire.
The roll back of the roadless rules has
the strong support of Alaska’s congressional delegation and “every statewide
elected official in Alaska supports an
exemption from the regulation,” wrote
Senator Lisa Murkowski in a September
25 opinion piece in the Washington Post
called “Why I support Trump’s proposal
to lift restrictions in the Tongass.”
“The one-size-fits-all roadless rule is an
unnecessary layer of paralyzing regulation
that should never have been applied to
Alaska,” Murkowski said, adding that the
rule has hurt the timber industry and also
affects “mining, transportation, energy and
more.”
“When combined with national monument and other natural-setting land-use
designations, more than 13 million acres
of the Tongass are already explicitly restricted from resource development or are
required to be managed as roadless areas.
That’s nearly 80 percent of the forest,”
Murkowski wrote. “It is also critical to understand that all of the designations listed
above, and all of the protections they afford, will apply to the Tongass regardless
of what happens with the roadless rule,”
she added.
That doesn’t convince Sitka fisherman
Eric Jordan who was highly critical of the
way in which the Forest Service began
working on new rules shortly after Governor Dunleavy met with Donald Trump
aboard Air Force One in July. (That meeting also resulted in the abrupt pullback of
protections for the Bristol Bay watershed
by the EPA.)
“Their record is one of irresponsible top
down management without listening to
their constituents,” Jordan said in a phone
interview, adding that more people are
actively meeting to make sure their voices
are heard.
“ People are taking notice of the draconian policies of this state and Trump’s
leadership and there’s going to be consequences at the polls and in the courts,”

Jordan said. “There will not be logging
activities that they are envisioning because we’re going to tie it up in courts and
demonstrations forever.”
The Forest Service has so far received
over 140,000 public comments on the
proposed Tongass roadless rule with the
majority being opposed to the change.
Comments are being accepted through
December 17 or by email to akroadlessrule@fs.fed.us/ Comments also can be
sent to USDA Forest Service, Attn: Alaska
Roadless Rule, P.O. Box 21628, Juneau
99802.
Halibut happenings – In a few weeks,
the researchers who oversee and set the
catch limits for the Pacific halibut stock
will reveal how the fishery could play
out next year. The interim meeting of the
International Pacific Halibut Commission
will take place Nov 25-26 in Seattle.
Nearly all of the documents related
to the fishery are now posted including
updates on the summer survey, minus
stock assessments. That information will
be revealed by November 22.
The Pacific halibut resource is modeled
as a single stock and each year’s survey
is divided into 31 regions extending from
Northern California to British Columbia
and the far reaches of the Bering Sea.
From June through August, 18 longliners this year participated in surveys of
nearly 1,370 stations, including 89 added
to the Central Gulf of Alaska. The survey
boats used 407,000 pounds of chum
salmon as bait and caught nearly 860,000
pounds of halibut during the summer
survey.
Most of the vessel contracts receive
a lump sum payment plus a 10 percent
share of the halibut proceeds. Data show
how much the halibut fetched at all ports,
ranging from $3.71 a pound at St. Paul to
$7.76 at Cordova.
The total coastwide catch of Pacific
Halibut for 2019 was increased by six percent to nearly 25 million pounds. Alaska’s
share was just under 20 million pounds, a
three million pound boost from 2018.
The catch numbers for 2020 will be
revealed at the IPHC’s annual meeting set
for Feb. 3-7 at the Captain Cook Hotel
Anchorage. The eight month halibut fishery opens in March.

Up next: Expo! The Pebble Mine will
be the keynote presentation at Pacific Marine Expo set for Nov. 21-23 in Seattle.
“Pebble has gone from an Alaska issue
to something that has really become important to everyone in the fishing and seafood communities. This is something that
can impact a lot of people,” said Denielle
Christensen, Expo director. “A panel will
look at the environmental impact statement, the science behind it and what this
might mean. We’ve even including a chef
who feels quite passionate about understanding what to communicate to consumers about the Pebble Mine.”
Fishing safety also will be showcased
- the U.S Coast Guard will advise about
changing fishing vessel safety requirements along with crossing hazardous bars.
Historically, such crossings have been one
of the biggest risks inherent with commercial fishing in the Pacific Northwest.
“Responders are going to cover everything from understanding bar condition reporting, how and when to request a Coast
Guard escort and what they can expect
during an escort,” Christensen explained.
Over 400 Expo exhibiters are expected
at the CenturyLink Center in Seattle. Other events include a Fishermen of the Year
contest, Highliner Awards, Fisher Poets,
daily happy hours and the first leg of the
Alaska Symphony of Seafood competition
where the top winners will be announced.
See the Expo line up at www.pacificmarineexpo.com
by:
umn
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Fresh Seafood

5.5 Mile Mud Bay Rd
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HAINES ASSISTED LIVING (HAL)
has space available. Applications
available at 230 Dalton, Suite 135,
Haines, Alaska. (907) 766-3616
ext #3 or #4. Email applications
may be sent to interested parties.
Call for more information. (cb)
WATERFRONT LOT IN HAINES
townsite located on Picture Point.
Public water to lot, approved DEC
septic design. $250,000 terms
possible. 907-723-1599. (cb)
FOR RENT 2 bedroom apartment for
rent on Mosquito Lake Rd. $750 a
month, plus utilities, deposit and
references. 767-5662 (cb)
2002 RANGE ROVER for sale. Shop
maintained. $3900 OBO. Call
766-3576 for more info.
HAINES ASSISTED LIVING, Inc.
is recruiting for an individual
that can work with elders as a
“Personal Assistant”. Training
available, please note this is a
very demanding position. A back
ground check is required,flexible
hours, and working night shift
is required. Not everyone will
meet this challenge and have the
“caring gene” required. $15 an
hour is the starting wage. Equal

Food Service Coordinator, 6 hrs/
day for the remainder of FY20
only. Closing date 11/20/19.
Begins on/about 12/2/19. For
more info please contact Ashley
at 766-6725 or ashley@hbsd.net
(44-45b)
Southeast Alaska State Fair
seeks poster art submissions for
the 52nd annual Fair, based on
the theme, “Live Free, Pie Hard.”
Complete RFP can be viewed
at https://www.seakfair.org/jobopportunities/ Please submit
a concept sketch and letter of
interest to kari@seakfair.org,
deadline December 1, 2019. (44b)
Southeast Alaska State Fair,
Inc., is seeking catering proposals
for the 2020 Gourmet Brewer’s
Dinner at the Great Alaska Craft
Beer & Home Brew Festival,
May 22, 2020. Please review
the complete Catering Contract
at https://www.seakfair.org/jobopportunities/ Deadline to submit
proposals is December 15, 2019.
For more information, contact The
Fair office at 907-766-2476 or
kari@seakfair.org (44b)

(Un)Classified Ads

opportunity employer. (907- 766
- 3616 extension #4) (cb)
For Rent: Starlight Apts. - Several
vacancies; $950/month, $350/
week, or $75/night. Contact Kathy
at 766-3191 or 907-631-1020.
Sorry, NO PETS. (41-44b)
ADULT EDUCATION IN HAINES,
Southeast Regional Resource
Center is in Haines and offering
college transition training, English
as a Second Language and GED
test preparation. Call Tracy at 406459-3531 or email abe-haines@
serrc.org to schedule a tutoring
appointment. (42-50)
Southeast Alaska State Fair
is seeking applications for a new
Dalton City tenant. Building 105
will be available December 1st
at $220/month, plus utilities, and
a $220 deposit. Applications
accepted through November
13, 2019. Go to seakfair.org/
rentals for more information and
to download a Rental Application.
for more information, call Kari at
766-2476 (43-44)
LOOKING FOR steel cable to make a
zipline. Call Joe 314-0892 (43-44)
NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY:

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs u do
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs yoe math
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered - GREEN
$300/cord Cut, Split & Delivered - DRY
$700/5-cord load of green logs delivered

The

th

766-3321

STUMP COMPANY

Haines Home Building Supply
OPEN
M - F 8am - 5:30pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm

Celebrating
over 50 years
serving Haines
and Klukwan!

766-2595
Shop locally and support your community

Chilkat Restaurant
n Fo o d !
a
c
i
r
e
m
Thai & A

& Bakery
766-3
766-3653
3653

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries
Espresso • Coffee • Tea
Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Everyday

Fall Flight Schedule

November 2 - November 27, 2019

Depart JNU - Arrive HNS

8:00 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am
2:05 pm

Depart HNS - Arrive JNU

8:50 am
11:50 am
2:50 pm

Proud to be part of the Haines community!

766-6313

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale
or Lease

20’x50’
30’x50’

All Heated

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT

766-2600 call for appointment

Becky’s Place
Haven of Hope
~ Local Safe House ~

Assisting women and children
in abusive situations.

Call 766-2105

(907) 723-1599

Chilkat Valley

Acupuncture &
Oriental Medicine
Mon - Tues 766-3335
Laurie Dadourian LAc

The

Salvation Army
Family Store

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday

12 pm - 4 pm

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Accepting Donations
(by appt. only)

Making Real Estate Real Easy
Race Realty is an Independently Owned and
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation.

Worship
Service

Call (907)789-0555
Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
Juneau, AK 99801

11:00 am
Sunday
5th & Union Street 766-2470

Subscribe
to the CVN!

Book online at
www.flyalaskaseaplanes.com
766-3800 • 800-354-2479
• Business Freight
Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!

~ 2019 Fall Class Line-up ~
- Spin Classes

9:25 am
12:25 pm
3:25 pm

Call for Skagway flight information.

November 7, 2019

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas.

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

• IFR Certified in
Caravan and Chieftain

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Canal Marine & Auto

766-2869

Serving you for 16 years!

F Sales

F Service

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today!
(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!
on
Small Tracts
Road

766-2999 • 314-0599

Yoga with Mandy
Monday & Friday
12 - 1 pm
Chilkat Center Lobby
$10 per class

~passes available~
call 766-3697 for more info

MUD BAY
LUMBER
COMPANY
Chad 314-0985
Sylvia 314-2038

HEATED

Storage Units
Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

F Rentals
open year round

TUE-SAT, 10A-5P

Welcome Eagle Festival Visitors &
Participants! M’s & W’s Waterproof
Jackets, Pants, Shoes, Boots & Gloves,
Down Jackets, Binoculars, Wool Base
Layers, Footwear Traction, Thermoses,
Nature Gifts and much, much more.

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5 M-Sat • 766-2876

Surf Fisheries Supply
St.
St Michael
& All Angels
In Stock Now!
Episcopal Church
Patch

Services

Web

10:30 Sundays

Please join us for lessons, prayers and fine music.

5” 5-1/8” 5-1/4” 5-5/8” 6”

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Stormin Norman 907-723-4848

in the Chilkat Center Lobby

Pet of the Week

• Outboard Marine Repair
Shop • Stihl dealer • Outdoor
Equipment in Stock • Monitor
and Toyo Stove Repair •

Summer Hours

OPEN Mon - Fri • 9 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
766-2437 • Front St. Haines

³*HWWKH0RVW2XWRI<RXU3&´
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John Hedrick


(907)
314-0434

Krystal Norberg, LMT
(907) 314-0997
-Therapeutic Massage for
Injury Rehabilitation
-Sports Training
-Deep Relaxation

Treasur
lia’s
es
a
T
Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”
229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3
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She said some Kaagwaantan women
wear sailor hats or regalia styled after
sailor uniforms as a way of honoring
the women who were abused.
“You’ll see a lot of Tlingit women
still thinking about and honoring
those women,” Brouillette said. “In
this way, our community is honoring
them as well. I just want to say thank
you to the people who supported this
because it means a lot.”
Those proposing a name change
must demonstrate that the current
place name is “derogatory to a racial,
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ethnic, gender, or religious group.”
When considering the change, the
commission also seeks support
from local authorities, residents
and organizations for the proposed
change.
Among the supporters was
Sylvia Heinz who wrote that “the
naming was abusive and absolutely
derogatory, and is a reminder of a
shameful past.”
Stacie Evans told the commission
that the community “will only benefit

as we embrace opportunities to heal
from the stifling nature of trauma
and guilt.”
Alaska State Parks and the U.S.
Forest Service also wrote in support
of the name change.
Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer Joan Antonson said support
from Haines residents, Alaska State
Parks and the U.S. Forest Service
boded well for the proposal.
“Commission members thought
it was a well-prepared petition and

voted unanimously,” Antonson said.
Antonson said State Parks will
soon update their brochures and
Ayiklutu will then appear on the map.
State maps will be updated when
they’re printed next, a time that is
unspecified.
In the meantime, the name change
is headed to the U.S. Board on
Geographic Names. That group will
consider the change. If approved, the
name will appear on federal maps.
The Alaska Historical

Commission is a citizen board
chaired by the lieutenant governor.
In 1982, the state enacted a law
that urged the board to consider
Alaska Native place names for
geographic features that have not
been named. The board is “reluctant
to change existing names, but will
consider doing so if the proposer
demonstrates a compelling reason
and if there’s local support for the
change,” according to commission
policy.

matter of time before she’s weathered
in and misses a crew change.
The Inland Boatman’s Union
(IBU), the largest ferry-workers
union in Alaska, anticipates 290
lost positions with the reduction
of service, according to regional
director Trina Arnold.
Roark anticipates working much
less this winter, given the reduced
sailings. “I’ve been getting less than
full-time since September, with only
the Malaspina or the Matanuska
running,” she said. “I have already
filed for unemployment.”
On the ground, the state cut $2
million from terminals, causing
the Haines terminal to lay off three
people, said manager Fuzzy von
Stauffenberg. She said that remaining
full-time employees will continue
their normal schedule despite less
of a demand at work.
Scrambling, too, are six different
Haines school groups that rely on the
ferry for competitions.
The Haines Glacier Bears
basketball teams have rearranged
their schedule to play exclusively
home games in December and
January, according to superintendent
Roy Getchell. “The changes will
certainly require us, and teams
traveling to Haines, to re-evaluate
original plans,” he said.
The Petersburg boys’ and girls’
basketball teams were scheduled
to come to Haines in January.
“Typically, how we get there is we
take Alaska Airlines to Juneau and
then take the ferry from Juneau
to Haines,” the school’s athletic
information clerk Marsha Sandhofer
said. Now, without a Friday ferry,
“we’re going to have to totally
revamp it,” she said. “If we do have
to take Alaska Seaplanes, that will
mean that our number of players
will be way lower. It might mean
cutting the trip out altogether. It
might mean dropping one of our
other trips instead. We don’t budget
for individual trips; we budget for
the season.”
Metlakatla’s athletic director
Adam Krick said the school is
planning on making its December
plans to Haines work, though it’s
not ideal. They are scrapping ferry
plans to potentially fly, or charter an
Allen Marine ship for its December
games in Haines.
“It is a lot more expensive than
what we were intending for a
conference game,” Krick said. “I’ve
already booked our air tickets from

Alaska Airlines (to Juneau), so now
I’m going to have to rebook those to
match a different avenue. I feel pretty
bad for Haines right now.”
In February, Getchell said the
teams will double up on away games
as they did last year, each a week
at a time. “It should work with the
ferry schedule. It keeps expenses
lower, and actually saves on the loss
of classroom time,” he said. “We’re
trying to work as smart as we can
around a very difficult issue and I
think we did pretty well, as long as
things don’t unexpectedly change
again.”
Other teams, like the high school
speech team, Community Youth
Development, the Redneck Robo
Hobos, and Haines Dolphins
swimmers are still exploring options.
Dolphins’ coach Jackie St. Clair
said the ferry schedule will make it
incredibly difficult to travel to meets
in Southeast Alaska. “I am looking
at meets up north in Fairbanks and
Anchorage instead of meets in
Southeast, since it may be easier to
drive hundreds of miles rather than
deal with the ferry,” she said. “The
Juneau team suggested chartering an
Allen Marine boat to bring kids up
to Haines when we do have a meet,
though, so I imagine we will have to
be creative this year when it comes
to travel.”
The Redneck Robo Hobos, the
Lego league team, may miss its onetime event, the state competition in

Anchorage this winter, group leader
Patty Brown said. “It’s demoralizing,
frankly,” Brown said. “If we spend
time trying to spend money to
charter planes, then that eats up
time we have trying to get ready
for the tournament.” She said it’s
possible for the kids to Skype into
the competition, but that robs the
kids from the experience. “A huge
part of the event is interacting with
other kids and being able to present
to the judges,” she said.
Tracy Harmon, director of the
Haines Chamber of Commerce,
said the Alaska Chamber’s annual
conference in Girdwood last week
included a vote to advocate in
support of the ferry system. Harmon
is hopeful that lobbying at the state
level is positive news.
“One of our solutions would be
advocating for the Tazlina online,”
she said.
At a commerce level, disrupted
service has affected shipment
costs for both Olerud’s and Haines
Brewing Company, who previously
shipped goods on the ferry and now
have to pay a higher price with Alaska
Marine Lines.
At Olerud’s, an increased cost to
cold drinks has been passed onto
consumers, Tyler Swinton said.
At the brewery, owner Paul
Wheeler said that products coming
and going, like kegs and carbon
dioxide tanks, cost about 30 percent

more to ship. That’s because AML
charges a flat shipping rate in addition
to the cost of the product, an added
expense that was previously avoided
by using a private company on the
ferry.
Next summer’s sailing schedule
might also be affected by the
potential loss of a second vessel, the
Malaspina, on Dec. 2.
“The Malaspina was scheduled
for overhaul this winter, and a
preliminary investigation revealed
extensive steel replacement was
needed,” the state wrote in a press
release on Oct. 24. “The repair
work for the 56-year-old vessel was
estimated to be at least $16 million,
this is in excess of the available
budget and cannot be completed at
this time.”
Robert Venables, director of
Southeast Conference, without irony,
calls the state’s announcement “a
perfect storm.”
“The philosophy really comes
down to, if you have the money, do
you continuously spend it on BandAids?” he said. “Here we are caught
between the old system that needs to
be replaced, and not having a clear
idea on where the vision lies for the
marine highway system.”
Next month, the Dunleavy
administration is expected to release
its $250,000 ferry privatization
study, Venables said. The study was
originally due mid-October.

FERRY from page 1
appointment in Anchorage, where
she has plans to travel next month.
Anchorage medical student Elsie
Fullerton will be crossing her fingers
for clear flying weather to come back
for the holidays, after her ferry was
cancelled.
“I have mandatory attendance, and
I have to be back (to Anchorage) on
January second,” Fullerton said. “I
made my flight reservation during
the PFD sale so that I could go home
during that two-week window. If I
can’t make it out on that flight, I’m
going to have a whole new set of
problems to solve.”
Alaska Seaplanes, the only
commercial airline with flights to
and from Haines, expects to see an
uptick in demand moving into the
winter, said manager Carl Ramseth.
“We will continue to have three
scheduled roundtrip flights to Haines
on a daily basis through the winter,
and will be poised to add more seats to
all our scheduled destinations when
there is demand,” he said. On Sunday,
the airline made nine roundtrip
flights to Haines after poor weather
grounded planes the previous two
days. “With six turbine-powered,
wheeled aircrafts, we can provide
quite a bit of lift to get caught up in
a hurry when the weather gets things
backed up,” he said.
But winter weather has the
potential to ground planes, which
could interfere with an out-of-town
work schedule.
Like many mine workers who
live in Haines, Nathan Piper travels
to Juneau once a month for work at
the Kensington mine. He said the
reduction to ferry services will make
flying riskier in the winter.
“There was always that Monday
evening ferry which was a safe bet to
get to work on Tuesday,” Piper said.
Now, he anticipates leaving for his
shifts earlier and spending more time
in Juneau—all out-of-pocket costs.
Included among the list of people
fighting from being stranded in
Haines are the ferry workers
themselves.
AMHS onboard employee Sarah
Roark said she’s been feeling the
effects of dwindling service for
months, since she relies on ferries
departing from Haines to take her
to work in Juneau for free. “This
summer, there wasn’t a boat the day
before my crew change,” she said.
“We’ve been flying a lot and luckily
haven’t missed work because of it.”
In the winter, she said, it’s only a

Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work
303-7036

Liz Marantz-Falvey - LMT

NOTICE
Citizens Advisory

1. Residents with above ground fuel tanks are advised
to perform routine visual inspection for leaks and for
potential hazards. In addition to the negative impact
to the environment, residential heating oil spills can be expensive for the property owner, both in terms of cleaning up the environment and also the value of
the lost fuel.
2. Dumping of non-domestic sewage into the Haines Borough sewer system, including petroleum products, chemicals, hazardous substances and other polluting or toxic waste, is prohibited. These substances may cause illness and/or
death to workers and damage equipment and pollution of marine waters.
3. It is a unlawful and a violation of sewer code 13.08.260 for a customer to connect a sanitary sewer system to any inflow source such as, but not limited to,
roof gutters, yard drains, foundation drains, storm waters, or surface runoff.
The Haines Borough Sewer Department will be conducting annual sanitary sewer
pipe inspections and smoke test in attempt to resolve inflow source infiltration. Inflow and infiltration costs water treatment facilities and consumers large amounts
of money in water treatment operating expenses.
If you have any questions or need to dispose of household or non-domestic hazardous waste, please contact:
Haines Borough Water and Sewer Dept. 766-6452

Paid for by the Alaska miners Association
wheRe activism gets inspiRed

Fri. Nov. 8th

Doors @ 5pm - Films Start 6:30pm
Featuring Local Artists Exhibit
Chilkat Center for the arts

12 Films • Reception • Food & dRink
$15 at the door, $12 in advance
Children 12 & under: Free
Available at Moosterious Emporium
and the Takshanuk Office
Bring your own cup to save $1!
Contact Jenn at jenn@takshanuk.org if
you’d like to volunteer in return for free entry
Hosted by Takshanuk Watershed Council, sponsored by Sockeye Cycle

This week, approximately 1,000 miners convened at the Dena’ina Center in downtown Anchorage for the
Alaska Miners Association Annual Convention on the Association’s 80 th Anniversary. Throughout the week,
they took an in depth look at the responsible operations and the amazing people that make up a great mining
industry in Alaska.
These are not the same people you may have read about in recent opinion pieces and letters to the editor. The
authors claim “miners” run brothels and prostitution rings and that they are responsible for increased sexual
assault rates in communities near mines. I’ve spent the last eight years traveling to the far reaches of Alaska to
visit mining operations and projects and I have yet to meet the violent, irresponsible, and dangerous people
that anti-mining groups are trying to convince you are out there.
And that’s because they aren’t out there. If you are ever able to join AMA at one of our statewide events, you’ll
likely meet my friend Dave, a geologist who sends a lot of emails at midnight after he is done coaching kids’
hockey. You’ll meet Paul, a placer miner who just sent me photos of him at a school teaching kids about gold
panning. You’ll meet mechanics and truck drivers and operators who are your neighbors, coach your kids,
sit next to you at church, and give back to their communities. They can tell you about their companies’ zero
tolerance alcohol and drug policies and the emphasis on safety and training. To hear these people described
as monsters is reprehensible.
There is no Alaska data to support these allegations. It certainly doesn’t exist in the NANA region where not
only has Red Dog significantly increased the quality of life for generations of shareholders and residents, but it
has also supported Alaska Native Corporations and their shareholders throughout the state.
It is absent in Fairbanks, Healy, Delta Junction and the surrounding interior areas where not only have Usibelli, Ft. Knox and Pogo employees been long term positive contributors to the social fabric of their communities,
but generations of placer mining families have literally built the communities we know today.
It is nowhere to be seen here in Southeast Alaska where the miners at Greens Creek and Kensington are recognized as part of the glue that holds their communities together, not only through their economic impact, but
through their proven volunteerism, charitable donations and just flat out being good neighbors.
It doesn’t exist at Donlin, Palmer, Ambler, and Pebble where current and future social impacts are integral to
their project planning. It certainly doesn’t exist in the multitude of exploration projects around the state where
operators fully understand that the way they conduct business, both on and off shift, set the stage for how a
community will embrace a mining project.
People and groups that spread this type of misinformation are never held accountable and it is time for that to
change. It is obvious that people behind these attacks have lost the battle of science and reason when it comes
to opposing mining projects. They are sadly left with ad hominem insults that they indiscriminately hurl in
the hopes of stoking fear in the hearts of the uninformed.
I personally invite you to come to a future Alaska Miners Association event in Haines and meet the people
who are proud to work in Alaska’s mining industry.
I think you’ll like us! And you’ll see for yourself that not only are the social impacts from mining greatly mischaracterized, but the propaganda makes for a missed opportunity. Conservation groups could and should be
working together with the mining industry on real community issues, and it is our sincere hope that Alaskans
want to be part of that conversation.

Deantha Crockett
Executive Director

