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Chilkat Valley News

University cancels 
Chilkat timber sale 
By Kyle Clayton 

The University of Alaska is 
withdrawing its controversial 
timber sale on 400 acres of land 
on the Chilkat Peninsula and 
will instead focus on residential 
development, according to 
University staff.

The Haines Borough Assembly 
in November voted to evaluate 
the borough’s legal options if the 
University of Alaska awarded a 
timber sale contract because “the 
proposed University timber sale 
violates all existing provisions 
for commercial use in the Mud 
Bay rural residential zone as 
well as the purpose and intent 
of that code.”

The vote came after several 
meetings between University 
staff and the planning commission 
members and assembly members 
who largely opposed the timber 
sale because it would occur in a 
residential zone. 

At the time, University land 
management staff said building 
roads to access residential lots 
would be cost prohibitive. 
Christine Klein, University chief 
facilities and lands officer, said 
this week the University is in the 
process of submitting a platting 
proposal to the borough. 

“It will be much costlier for us 
this way, but maybe in light of the 
broader area, and things we have 
in our remaining holdings, I think 

we can do this,” Klein said. “This 
might be our highest and best use 
of that land.”

University Resource Manager 
Patrick Kelly said the University 
will need to cut timber and extract 
gravel to build roads.

“How do we get to that win-win 
for everyone?” Kelly said. 

Klein said they will pursue 
a timber sale in the future on 
holdings in a different area of the 
Chilkoot Peninsula that’s zoned 
for general use.  

“I think something like that will 
be forthcoming in the near future,” 
Klein said. 

The University’s Board of 
Regents triggered the initial 
timber sale in the Mud Bay Land 
Use Service Area in September 
after the planning commission 
discussed limiting resource 
extraction in the rural residential 
zone.

The planning commission is 
still working to redefine resource 
extraction. 

Commission chair Rob Goldberg 
said the University is making the 
right decision. “I think that will 
be a big relief to all the people 
out here in Mud Bay because 
most of the comments we heard 
at our meetings are from people 
that didn’t want that timber sale to 
happen. From a purely economic 
standpoint I think they’re doing 
the best thing for the University.”

The Texas based Quebe Sisters performed on the Chilkat Center Stage Sunday. The siblings are 
triple-threat fiddle champions. They sang in multi-part close harmony. Kyle Clayton photo. 

Fish and Wildlife looks 
into Chilkat Lake resident 
after ‘falcon’ attack
By Kyle Clayton 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is investigating a Chilkat 
Lake property owner for violating the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
after he wrote in a blog account of how he hacked off a falcon’s 
foot with a machete. 

Nathanael Motes and his wife Jennifer Motes write a blog called 
Motes Mountain Chronicles, detailing the Texas couple’s stories 
and anecdotes since they moved “‘off the grid’ to live off the land 
in Alaska.” 

In a Jan. 30 post titled “The Eye of the Tiger,” Nathanael Motes 
wrote that he cornered a bird of prey that flew into his chicken 
coop. The predator released a chicken and flew at his face, he wrote, 
identifying the attacker as a “falcon.” “My switch deflecting ninja 
reflexes kicked in and I was able to grab the two legs of this bird 
inches from my face,” he wrote. 

He said the bird’s wings swatted him in the face before he tripped 
over “frantic chickens.” “I didn’t know where this killer pterodactyl 
was at this time because I was crawling as fast as I could towards 
the door,” he wrote. “That’s when I felt it jump on my back. It 
started pecking me on my neck and on the back of my head.”

After he rolled out of the door and stood, the bird pressed the 
attack and “was out for blood and wasn’t about to retreat,” Motes 
wrote. Nathanael grabbed a machete and “sporadically swung 
it” as the bird flew at him. He said he didn’t feel or see his blade 
strike the bird because, “I had to shut my eyes to protect them 
from getting clawed out.” 

He wrote that although he lost the round against the bird, he 
might have won the bout after he saw the bird’s foot on the ground. 
Motes said he thought the bird would die until he saw it a few days 
later in a nearby cottonwood tree, perched on one foot. 

“I’m positive he’s waiting for his moment to dive down and peck 
my eyes out for taking his leg,” he wrote. “No matter how many 
blows mother nature throws at me, I’m determined not to give up 
and give it my best. I’m willing to go round after round with her. 
I wake up each morning anticipating a new adventure, and saying, 
‘Bring it on’…I have the eye of the tiger! And the foot of a bird…” 
A photo on his post shows a palm holding a severed bird leg.

See PREY page 5

By Natalie Helms
The Haines High School student 

council will lead a walkout next 
week in support of stricter gun 
regulations after recent school 
shootings, said teacher Mark 
Fontenot.

The National School Walkout is 
planned for Wednesday, March 14, 
and is part of a greater movement 
started by student survivors of the 
shooting in Parkland, Fla.

The walkout is a call to Congress 
to “pass legislation to keep us safe 
from gun violence at our schools, 
on our streets and in our homes and 
places of worship,” according to 
the walkout webpage by Women’s 
March Youth EMPOWER. 

The walkout will begin at 10 
a.m. nationwide and will last 17 
minutes to honor the 17 students 
and staff members killed at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School on Valentine’s Day.

School board member Sara 

Students to stage walkouts in 
response to school shootings

Chapell said at a board meeting 
March 1 she hopes school staff 
will encourage students to express 
themselves.

“I’d like to express my support 
for our students expressing 
themselves peacefully and 
respectfully and I hope we will 
support our students if any of 
them would like to participate in 
the school walkout,” Chapell said. 
“Several superintendents have 
reversed their policies that they 
had first expressed, for instance 
in Texas, and are now stating their 
support for students.”

In Southeast, a small group of 
students at Yaakoosge Daakahidi 
Alternative High School in 
Juneau were not allowed to go 
back to class per school policy 
after stepping outside for their 
17-minute walkout on Feb. 22. 

Principal Rene Martin said 
school staff would support the 
students’ decision to protest. 

Attempts to reach high school 
students were unsuccessful this 
week due to travel for the regional 
basketball tournament.

District administration will 
review school safety policies in the 
coming months. Administration 
staff, the Haines Borough Police 
Department and other stakeholders 
will present  on “large environment 
safety” later this month.

“Not only is that a concern for 
us at our level, but it’s a priority,” 
Martin said.

“It’s unfortunately a much 
higher priority than maybe it was 
a couple years ago,” said interim 
superintendent Rich Carlson. 
“This is a time we need to rally the 
troops and come up with a really 
good plan.”

 “This is a process, and we’re 
in the beginning stages. We’re 
aligned with every other school 

See WALK  page 4

HELP US BUILD A PLAYGROUND. From left to right: Raven and Michaelene “MJ” Hotch, 
Anica and Emery Tipkemper-Wolfe sell crafts and baked goods to raise money for a school 
playground outside the Klukwan Mercantile. See full story page 6. Jessica Tipkemper photo.
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Letters to the Editor Save the Date To list an event in Save the Date, call 766-
2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Duly Noted

Thursday, March 8
Dick Hotch Memorial Basketball Tournament, 

continues through Sunday, March 11 in Karl 
Ward Gymnasium.

Sealaska Heritage Skin Sewing Workshop, 
5-9 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday at the ANB/ANS Hall 
with Jeremiah James. $100 fee covers all 
materials. Call Davina Cole at 907-586-9230 
with questions.

Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Friday, March 9

Lunch and Learn Brown Bag, noon at 
the Haines Sheldon Museum. Presentation by 
Pam Randles on “The Sinking of the Princess 
Sophia.”
Saturday, March 10

Historic Dalton Trail Road Maintenance 
Service Area annual board meeting, 9 a.m. at 
the Harris House at Covenant Life Center.

Haines Hot Shots Spring Session Open 
House, 10 a.m. at the Mud Bay shooting range. 
Registration available for students grades 4-12. 
$25 for new members. Call Nicole at 314-3176 
or Shane at 314-0943 for information.

Fire Service Area #3 Klehini Valley annual 
board meeting, 10 a.m. at Klehini Valley Fire 
Hall on Mosquito Lake Road.

Square dance at Body IQ Tower,7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Music by Sweet Sunny North, Caller Gene 
Kennedy and friends. Free. No experience or 
partner needed. 

Women’s Christian Fellowship meeting, 1 
p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Cheryl 
Stickler will speak.
Sunday, March 11

Daylight Savings, remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour.
Tuesday, March 13

Annual Spring Bat Presentation with ADF&G, 
6:30 p.m. at the library. Review what has been 
learned from this community-based citizen 
science project, Alaska Bat Monitoring Program, 
which utilizes acoustic bat detectors. 

Haines Sportsman’s Association meeting, 5 
p.m. at Haines Fire Hall.

Borough Assembly meeting, Committee of 
the Whole at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Wednesday, March 14

Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 11 a.m. 
in assembly chambers.
Thursday, March 15

Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee meeting, 5 p.m. in assembly 
chambers.

River Talk, 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. 
Seven speakers, seven stories, $7 admission. 
Theme: “Third World Thrills.”
Friday, March 16

“Jake’s Women” Performance – A Neil Simon 
Comedy, 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center. Additional 
performances Saturday, March 17 at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m.
Monday, March 19

Haines Borough School District spring break, 
classes will resume Monday, March 26.
Tuesday, March 20

2018 Academy Award nominated “Live Action 
Short” films, 7 p.m. in the Chilkat Center. 
Presented by the Haines Arts Council.
Thursday, March 22

2018 Academy Award nominated “Animated 
Short” films, 7 p.m. in the Chilkat Center. 
Presented by the Haines Arts Council.
Friday, March 23

Haines Economic Development Corporation 
meeting, 3 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Tuesday, March 27

Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in 
assembly chambers.
Wednesday, March 28

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
meeting, 6 p.m. in the library.
Thursday, March 29

Port and Harbor Advisory Committee meeting, 
10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
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Balance ecology with tourism 
For many residents of the upper Lynn Canal there is a seminal 

belief that we live in a sacred landscape; a home which deserves our 
utmost respect. Unfortunately, there are those who want to exploit the 
beauty of our incredible mountain home for extreme profit. 

What is the carrying capacity of our land? How much development 
is enough? Will we allow unbridled development of our sacred 
landscape until it becomes unlivable for those who reside here? Will 
we allow our lands to become corrupted, fractured, marginalized? 
Reduced to the lamentations of “I remember when this place used to 
be real.... what a shame....”  

Why should local residents and the natural world suffer from 
the ruthless exploitation of a tourist baron? Ownership of private 
property does not give anyone the right to significantly degrade the 
local environment at the expense of others. 

Tourism is an important source of economy for our town. There 
should, however, be limits established to control how many and how 
much impact is allowed in any given area of our borough. We must 
strike a balance between economy and maintaining a healthy and 
sustainable regional ecosystem. Mass unbridled industrial tourism 
will line the pockets of a few while the local populace suffers the 
lasting consequences.

Contact your assembly members expressing your support for 
establishing limits to tourism. The quality of life for the people and 
animals who share this sacred land for now and the future depend 
upon our ability to self-regulate our own invasive species. 

    Tom Faverty

To all the postal patrons of Haines, the crew of Alaska Seaplanes 
and of course my hardworking friends at the Haines Post Office - a 
very big thank you for all the kind words, warm wishes, great food 
and decorations on my last day of serving your postal needs.

Steve Daly, former PTF Clerk 
Post Office Haines, Alaska

When I read that two major U.S. retailer stores have voluntarily 
ceased the sale of AR-15 type weapons I felt a sense of hopefulness 
that America would end the senseless deaths of innocent people by 
these weapons. I believe that many in Haines feel as I do; that these 
types of weapons have no place in our community. 

The Las Vegas shooting where 59 people died, and another 515 were 
wounded by a lone gunman firing his weapons from 32 stories above 
the ground should have been enough for us to change our acceptance 
of these types of weapons in our civil society. How unfortunate that 
it has taken the deaths of 17 people in Florida to awaken a sense of 
outrage in our country.

I am one of many who will do all that I can to support the demands 
of the surviving students that we ban the sale of these kinds of 
weapons and enact other reforms to do our utmost to protect our 
children, families and communities from incidents like Las Vegas and 
Parkland, Florida. I, as well as many others, would celebrate the 
announcement from our gun retailers in Haines that they will not sell 
these kinds of weapons or any accessories that can be used to create 
them. That would be a welcome step since our legislators can’t be 
relied upon to enact regulations to secure our safety. I would also 
celebrate the ending of the ludicrous suggestion that we arm our 
teachers.      

John Norton

Southeast Gardener’s of Alaska would like to extend a big home 
grown thank you to all of the volunteers, participants, presenters, 
coordinators and sponsors of the Southeast Garden Conference 2018 
which was recently held here in Haines. 

Over 120 participants from all reaches of Southeast AK and the 
Yukon attended.

Special thanks to: Gregg Bigsby, Cindy Buxton, Alaska Research 
Garden,  Alaska State Fair, Coast Alaska, Haines Farmer’s Market, 
Haines Library, Haines True Value Home Center, Jensen-Olson 
Arboretum, Juneau Garden Club Lutak Lumber, Master Gardeners of 
Juneau, Mountain Market, and SEARHC.

Additional thanks to Mardell Gunn for her ambition and to the 
team of volunteers who made this event happen.

Zephyr Sincerny

Ban local sale of assault weapons 

Postman sends his thanks 

Rooting for garden conference 

Marine, RV
Condos For Sale

or Lease
20’x50’ 
30’x50’

All Heated
(907) 723-1599

By Janine Allen
Friends and members of the 

Presbyterian Church came to the 
Chilkat Center for a retirement 
party honoring Ron and Jacque 
Horn  on Saturday. Susan 
Weerasinghe and Shannon 
McPhetres organized the party, 
which featured “lots of wonderful 
goodies,” said Jacque, including 
pies and chocolate desserts. “Ron’s 
a pie man,” she added. Christy 
Tengs-Fowler wrote and recited 
one of her signature poems for 
the event. The Horns have been 
in Haines nearly 15 years. Ron 
is retiring as the pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church. The couple 
is moving to Lander, Wyoming, 
where their son Evan Horn, his 
wife Anna, and their four-month-
old baby (and Ron and Jacque’s 
grandson) Benjamin live. “We 
are sad to leave Haines,” Jacque 
said. “Haines has been so good 
to us.” Lander is a town similar 
to Haines, she said, but with a 
population around 7,000 people. 

This summer, the Horns will 
embark upon a road trip with their 
A-frame pop-up trailer to see “as 
much of Alaska as possible”, and 
also the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories. They plan to travel 
the newly graveled road to 
Tuktoyaktuk (known locally as 
Tuk) on the Arctic Ocean during 
the first summer the former iceroad 
is open. “We’re bringing lots of 
spare tires,” Jacque said. Ron, 
a talented photographer, will 
document the journey.

Marge Ward turns 95 years 
old on March 8. Tom Heywood 
and HAL’s Pals sang “Happy 
Birthday” to Marge on Monday 
night at Haines Assisted Living.

Last Wednesday was Kyle 
Gray’s last day as branch manager 

at the Haines bank. He’s moving 
to Fairbanks to accept a position 
as Johansen Branch loan officer 
and Assistant Vice President for 
FNBA. Living in Haines “always 
felt like living life as a character 
in a quirky novel,” Gray said. He 
described Haines as “a squabbling 
family — one that’s there in any 
time of need… (a family) I will 
surely miss.” Wendell Harren is 
the new Haines branch manager. 

Teri Bastable-Podsiki says 
a highlight of her recent trip to 
Thailand was spending time at 
an elephant rescue in Chaing 
Mai. She enjoyed “feeding (the 
elephants), being in the water and 
mud with them, getting to cover 
them with mud from the pond and 
then scrubbing them clean… they 
loved it. It was incredible.”

The Alaska Salmon Sisters 
featured Haines High School 
senior Molly Ekstrom  on 
Instagram and Facebook as part 
of a “Young Fishermen Friday” 
feature. Molly’s quote read, “I fish 
with my father and our husky Siku. 
We have had several deckhands 
throughout the years but as I 
have grown older I have become 
the only deckhand. I used to get 
extremely sea sick but I loved 
fishing so much that I would beg 
my father to take me. Because he 
had spent so much time on the 
water, it was an easy way for us to 
connect.” The post, which has 854 
“likes” on Instagram, notes Molly 
has fished for salmon and lingcod 
in Yakutat and Sitka and for squid 
in California on the F/V Kaleva 
and F/V Little Viking.

Becky Hill celebrated her 50th 
birthday in Hawaii – the 50th state. 
She enjoyed eight days in Maui, 
where she spent most of her time 
on the beach. “Surprisingly,” she 

said, “I did not see any Haines 
(people).” On her birthday, she 
went on a sunset dinner cruise 
with live music. At one point in 

More DULY page 3
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Haines Hot Shots spring session
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 10

10 a.m. at the Mud Bay shooting range
Registration available for students in grades 4 - 12 

$25.00 for new members
Have fun while  learning to safely shoot trap, skeet and doubles. 
For more info call Nicole at 314-3176, Shane at 314-0943, or Tim at 314-3179.

Pick, Click and Give!
Please remember Becky’s Place Haven of Hope, 

a local “safe house” in Haines when you � le your PFD this year. 
Your giving helps to provide shelter, food, clothing, and medical

assistance to woman, children and men in abusive situations.   
� ank you for your support! Together we are making a di	 erence!!

Becky’s Place Haven of Hope, PO Box 1506
Haines, AK 99827• Phone 766-2105

We are a 501c3 non-pro� t corporation. 
Please visit our website at htttp://www.beckysplacehaveno� ope.org

!!

In a café setting, locals share their stories and musicians share their music.

Thursday, March 15th

Theme: 
“Third World Thrills”

Call Carol Tuynman for more info
or to sign up, 314-0282

Sponsored by Lynn Canal Community Players & Alaska Arts Confluence

Refreshments
served at the 

Chit-Chat Cafe!

Chilkat Center
Lobby

Don’t be Late!

River Talk

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate Reneé Hoff man, Sales Associate • Leslie Evenden, Sales Associate

Find us: Alaska MLS, Realtor.com, Zillow, Trulia, 
Homes.com, and Hainesrealestate.com

Spring Forward - Time to Build!
Tanani Bay, forested & mostly level lot with views

Nice neighborhood, fl at site, end of Matrix, all utilities
Large, wooded, undeveloped lot at 25 mile Hns Hwy
Waterfront, Front St, great sun, views down Lynn Canal

Large wooded parcel in town, partial drive, sw exposure
Cleared corner building lot, sun, mountain views

Sunny lot just south of Border at 39 mile, mt. views
Hwy frontage at 27 mile, wooded power & phone

Unobstructed water & mt views, end of Lutak, power/ph
Wooded building lot on 3rd Ave, all utilities available
Large waterfront right near town power & phone
Beach Rd lot close to trails & beaches, power & ph

0.79 +/- ac
0.51 +/- ac

19.65 +/- ac
0.169 +/- ac
2.59 +/- ac
0.46 +/- ac
4.52 +/- ac
7.50 +/- ac

79.64 +/- ac
0.43 +/- ac
2.85 +/- ac
1.70 +/- ac

$37,500
$35,000
$112,000
$95,000
$129,000
$36,000
$40,000
$50,000
$275,000
$24,900
$285,000
$40,000

By Kyle Clayton 
Four additional former Alaska 

Excursions employees have 
publicly cri t icized Robert 
Murphy’s Alaska Excursions 
tour company for unsafe practices. 
The borough assembly will weigh 
the public input when it decides 
Tuesday whether to approve a new 
tour for the company. 

The tour company applied for 
a new ATV tour permit at Glacier 
Point last month, which triggered 
at least eight former employees 
to lobby the assembly last week 
against granting the tour.

The former employees allege 
Murphy and upper management 
routinely pressure boat captains 
and zip line guides to operate 
in rough weather and unsafe 
conditions.  

Murphy responded to complaints 
during a public hearing last week. 
He said the majority of the former 
guides who made complaints 
weren’t offered jobs again and had 
an ax to grind with the company. 
After listening to that hearing, 
more former employees decided 
to speak publicly. 

Sam Edwards worked as a guide 
at Glacier Point for four seasons 
with Alaska Excursions. Edwards 
said he agreed with many of the 
concerns raised, but he initially 
wanted to stay uninvolved. He said 
he changed his mind after hearing 
Murphy speak to the assembly 
during the public hearing. 

“I would have liked to have not 
needed to get involved, and there 
were things I enjoyed at Alaska 
Excursions,” Edwards told the 
CVN. “But some of the things they 
said during that first (assembly) 
meeting were so blatantly untrue 
I didn’t feel like I had a choice.” 

Edwards said despite what 
Murphy said about operating 
safely in foul weather, the company 
routinely ran trips in winds above 
30 knots and when winds were 
expected to build beyond 25 knots, 
wind speeds considered unsafe 

according to the company policy. 
“There were indeed a couple of 

instances that stand out because 
they were particularly dramatic, 
including two where we almost 
called the Coast Guard and one 
where it took a boat an hour to get 
from Glacier Point to Seduction 
Point due to heavy seas, but these 
were not crazy outliers,” Edwards 
wrote to the assembly. 

Edwards also said weeks, and 
sometimes months, went by when 
their two skiffs were inoperable. 
The guides used the skiffs to 
make runs to Haines to resupply 
food and other equipment. 
Murphy described the skiffs as a 
convenience for the guides who 
used them when they wanted to 
travel to town to go to a party.  He 
said guides had an opportunity to 
use larger boats when they needed 
supplies. Edwards disputes that 
claim. 

“I have personally raced a 
fellow guide to town who was 
approaching anaphylaxis so I 
understand the importance of 
the skiffs,” Edwards said. “I 
have also spent hours manually 
holding a boat off of the rocks near 
Letnikof Point while waiting for 
a tour boat to tow me because the 
outboard was broken. That time 
I was getting food and drinking 
water for the camp, not going to 
a mythical party.” 

Despite those issues, Edwards 
said he wouldn’t discourage a 
friend or family member from 
taking a tour at Glacier Point with 
Alaska Excursions. “Some of the 
days they ran the boats they should 
not have been on the Lynn Canal, 
but I wouldn’t say day-in or day-
out people were in mortal danger 
out there,” Edwards told the CVN. 
“It has been run better. It could be 
run better.” 

Bud Rauscher worked for Alaska 
Excursions as a transportation 
manager and filled in as a naturalist 
on the boat rides to Glacier Point 
last summer. Rauscher said he was 

confused by the allegations against 
the company. 

“I’ve never heard of somebody 
pushing to go when it was unsafe,” 
Rauscher said. “Captains have not 
only the right but the obligation to 
call it in bad weather. There were 
a lot of trips that were cancelled.”

Alaska Excursions boat crew 
manager Conner Dawson said 
he’s worked for the company for 
two seasons and is returning for 
a third. He said boat captains, 
along with upper management, are 
thorough when assessing weather 
conditions. Conner said a friend 
and peer recommended he work 
for Alaska Excursions. 

“ W o r d  o f  m o u t h 
recommendations amongst friends 
would not happen if this was an 
unsafe or bad company to work 
for, especially among captains 
who value their captain license 
and lives,” Dawson said. 

Rauscher, Dawson and more 
than 20 other current and former 
employees, have since written 
letters in support of Alaska 
Excursions, although most of 
them never worked at the Glacier 
Point tour. 

In a special meeting with the 
assembly on Monday, Murphy 
acknowledged there was a 
disconnect between the offices 
in Skagway and his employees at 
Glacier Point.  

“We also know now that our staff 
isn’t happy with the maintenance 
level out there. If the outboard 
aren’t running on the canoes or 
they’re down to one and they don’t 
have a spare, that creates stress 
for them,” Murphy said. “The 
lesson we learned is the lines of 
communication have to be better.” 

Edwards told the CVN that 
communication isn’t the problem, 
but upper management’s failure 
to address the staff’s issues. “The 
lack of communication is that 
we would go to meetings and we 
would clearly outline our concerns 
and things wouldn’t get done,” 

Edwards said. 
Assembly member  Tom 

Morphet told Murphy he’ll likely 
vote against granting Murphy 
a permit, but also wants to 
look further into the “holes” of 
Murphy’s current tour. 

“I’m disinclined to grant 
you a permit for this new tour 
because there have been specific 
and credible and very damning 
accounts of your safety record,” 
Morphet said. 

Two other former employees 
said the company overbooked 
zip line tours, allowed guests to 
ride the zip line who, according to 
manufacturer’s recommendations, 
were too heavy or large and didn’t 
properly train the guides. 

Murphy said the debate is about 
the “perception of safety” and not 
his actual safety record, which is 
strong.  

The assembly will vote on the 
ATV tour permit application at its 
March 13 meeting. The tour would 
include 15 ATVs with a maximum 
capacity of 48 guests per tour. 

Lynn Canal Conservation also 
wrote a letter to the assembly 
opposing the permit. In the 
letter, LCC president Eric Holle 
cited concerns about ground-
nesting birds— specifically 
Arctic and Caspian terns. He 
cited a 2007 United States 
Geological Survey study of 
the Glacier Bay National Park 
and Preserve that recommends 
closures in nesting areas during 
chick-rearing periods.

I’m disinclined to grant 
you a permit for this new 
tour because there have been 
specific and credible and very 
damning accounts of your 
safety record.

“

”-Tom Morphet

More employees support, criticize Alaska Excursions

the night, five whales surrounded 
the boat. Hill started planning her 
trip to Hawaii last year after she 
turned 49 in the 49th state.

Sarah Roark and Jim Foster 
are home from a week in Cuba. 
They stayed in Nueva Vedado, a 
neighborhood in Havana, in an 
Airbnb rental on the fifth floor of an 

elevator-less building. “We ate lots 
of rice and beans and chicken and 
pork and drank lots of rum,” Sarah 
said. They played disc golf with 
locals on the beach, and left them a 
disc so they could continue to play. 
A favorite place was called Fábrica 
de Arte Cubano, an indoor/outdoor 
nightclub and art gallery with short 
films playing and different exhibits 
throughout – some in tiny little 
caves and closets.

Local artist Katie Craney was 
recently the Artist in Residence at 
Denali National Park and Preserve. 
She taught an art class during 
the annual Denali Winterfest 
celebration and spent 5 days solo 
at the Savage River Cabin, a dry 
cabin built in 1924 during park 
road construction. Temperatures 
reached 20 below during her stay. 
The cabin has a woodstove but no 
electricity. In her five days, she 
only interacted with one other 
human being: a Chinese tourist 
who giggled in response to her 
“hello”. The solitude offered her 
time to write and work on art. 
Craney has an upcoming show at 
the Pratt Museum in Homer.

“It’s great to be back in Haines,” 
says Peter MacDonald, who is 
back in town after six months in 
Montpelier, Vermont, where he 
worked at the Hunger Mountain 
Co-Op. He’s here for the summer. 
MacDonald said while he’s in town 
he’ll be painting Harriet Hall and 
Dalton City. He’s looking forward 
to playing rock and roll music with 
friend Dennis Durr.

Haines community members are 
encouraged to participate in the 
Haines Economic Development 
Community Survey to help guide 
Haines’ economic development 
efforts. Results will be incorporated 
in the development of the Haines 
Five-Year Economic Development 
Plan. To take the survey, go to 
the HEDC’s website at www.
hainesedc.org.

Big Brothers Big Sisters in 
Haines has three kids waiting to 
be paired with “Bigs”, says BBBS 
community director Rosalie 
Loewen. Currently there are two 
girls and one boy on the waitlist. 
“One girl is a music lover. The 
other loves animals and horseback 
riding. The boy likes shooting 
hoops and outdoor activities,” 
Loewen said. “I want to match 
these kids before June to pave the 
way for a summer of connection, 
support, and fun.” The volunteer 
commitment is two to four 
meetings per month for a year. For 
more information, call 766-2151.

DULY from page 2
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Therapeutic Massage
& Craniosacral Work

303-7036 Liz Marantz-Falvey -  LMT

Robin Grace LCSW 
Psychotherapy via Video 
or Phone Consultations

• 541-914-4914 •
Wellness Essays at:
www.robingrace.com

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Cut,Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of green logs delivered

Private Insurance accepted

Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 

& Hypnotherapist

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW

                 

             303-0010

 

After-Hours Emergencies, call
1-877-294-6074

By Heather Lende
On Sunday friends and family 

of Pam Long, 59, filled the Haines 
Christian Center to celebrate her 
life. Long died at home in Cordova 
on Feb. 18 after years of living 
with breast cancer that was first 
diagnosed in 1995.  “Every breath 
she took, every conversation 
she had, God was part of it,” 
brother Jack Jackson said.  
   Long was a devout Christian 
who didn’t attend any particular 
church. “Pam would say that 
‘God is not religious’,” and she 
was “extremely humble and 
non-judgmental,” friend Bittan 
Gray said. When visitors came 
to comfort her, she’d end up 
comforting them. “Pam was so full 
of life, so easygoing and kind, that 
they’d walk away re-evaluating 
their own lives,” Gray said.  
       Pamela Hillary Long was born 
in Juneau on Sept. 19, 1959, the 
oldest of Coastal Ellis Airways 
mechanic and pilot Tom Jackson 
and Olive (Hillary) Jackson’s three 
children. The Jacksons moved to 
Haines in 1966, where her parents 
owned and operated several 
businesses including Jackson’s 
Variety Store, Harbor Hardware, 
and a marine and small engine shop. 
     At Haines High, Long played 
flute, ran hurdles for the track 
team, and excelled in art. After 
graduating in 1977 she briefly 
attended interior design school 
in Texas, before returning home 
to work in the family business. 
She also won a contest for a new 
mural in the Haines municipal 
building. Her painting of Paradise 
Cove graces the stairwell in 
the assembly chambers. “Pam 
always wished she could go back 
and add more realistic details, 
because she had a tight deadline,” 
sister Rebecca Long said.  
   Pam and Terry Long were 
married in Haines on July 25, 1980.  
They had three sons, Dayton, 
Jeremiah, and Gavin, whom Pam 
homeschooled. They built a house 
on the site of her childhood home 
overlooking Pyramid Island which 
she helped design. “She had a 
flair for decorating,” her sister 
said. Long also gardened, studied 
the Bible, and enjoyed visiting 

Long was faithful family 
member, friend

with friends. “She had friends 
everywhere,” Rebecca said.   
  “The first time I met Pam she 
almost killed me,” shirttail relative 
Jim Stanford said.  After a meal 
with her family, Pam offered 
him a slice of cherry cheesecake 
pie. “It was the best pie I’d ever 
tasted. I ate almost the entire 
thing. It about stopped my heart.”  
  Long worked part-time as a 
caregiver in Haines and for the 
library in Cordova.  No matter 
where she lived,  “Pam had to 
have a water view,” Terry said. He 
loved the sound of her laughter, 
and the way she enjoyed being 
outside with “her little glass of 
wine, and a bonfire on the beach.” 
      Her sons Dayton and Gavin built 
her casket, and son Jeremiah took 
the last year off work to care for her. 
“Pam was always looking at the 
good side of things, she was always 
setting us straight,” Terry said. 
 Pam Long is survived by Terry 
and Jeremiah in Cordova; Gavin, 
and Dayton and his family in 
Haines; sister Rebecca and her 
husband, Brayton Long, and 
their family in Haines; brother 
Jack Jackson and his family in 
Wasilla; seven grandchildren 
and seven nieces and nephews. 
  Long had lived in Cordova 
about 14 years. She chose to 
be buried at Jones Point near 
her parents and other relatives.  
     Cards may be sent to Terry Long 
at PO Box 431, Cordova AK 99574

district that is probably having the 
same thoughts,” Martin said. “We 
are looking at how we do things 
and our processes, being smart 
and ensuring our students are safe 
while they’re here.”

Martin said the staff will work 
on “how to implement some solid 
plans to prepare us all if something 
does happen.”

Administrator Kim Cunningham 
said the student advisory council, 
made up of parents and some staff, 
also discussed school safety at its 
recent meeting.

School board member Brian 
Clay said mental health needs to 
be included in the conversation 
due to the lack of mental health 
resources in Haines.

Martin said for the last two 
months she,  Cunningham, 
counselor Kristen Brumfield 
and representatives from Lynn 
Canal Counseling and the 

police department have had an 
interagency meeting to “start 
dialogue because of the lack of 
resources.”

When asked how the school 
deals with “red flags” in individual 
students that could lead to a 
schoolwide safety threat, Carlson 
said, “Our school is small enough 
where there’s a tremendous 
amount of individual attention. 
Our goal is to never to get to that 
point. We attempt to intervene long 
before we ever get to that.”

Carlson said staff will refer 
students to the school counselor 
and work with parents, teachers and 
the individual if someone observes 
a social or emotional issue. He said 
students are occasionally referred 
to Lynn Canal Counseling. 

Carlson also mentioned the 
elementary school’s “positive 
behavioral intervention program” 
called “Counselor’s Corner,” 

where Brumfield regularly 
works with young students in the 
classroom.

 “With the smallness of the 
school, we’re pretty well on top 
of most issues from the time kids 
are in kindergarten,” Carlson said.

Clay said at the school board 
meeting it is important any 
changes to safety protocol come 
before the board.

“At some point we need to be 
advised of what their plan is,” 
Clay said. 

Board president Anne Marie 
Palmieri said the group may have 
a workshop to address the topic.

Students have also planned an 
unsanctioned, full-day walkout 
in April to commemorate the 
1999 Columbine school shooting. 
Students who participate will be 
counted as absent, according to 
Mark Fontenot. 
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By Kyle Clayton
The Alaska Department of 

Transportation will expand 
the ferry terminal next year in 
preparation for two additional 
Alaska class ferries slated to serve 
the upper Lynn Canal beginning 
next year.

The $27 million project will add 
two additional berths to the ferry 
terminal along with an additional 
building for passengers waiting 
to board, said DOT engineering 
manager David Lowell.

 “We are looking to begin 
construction around the beginning 
of 2019,” Lowell said. “We expect 
it to take about six months. Much 
of the infrastructure you’ll end 
up seeing there will be fabricated 
off site in the Pacific Northwest.”

Most of the project’s funding 
will come from the Federal 
Highway Administration. Ninety-
one percent of the project funding 
consists of the federal funds and 

the rest is a state match, ADOT 
public information officer Aurah 
Landau said. 

The new ferries should be 
delivered to the state later this 
year, but aren’t expected to carry 
passengers until 2019. The new 
ferries can dock at the Haines 
ferry terminal while construction 
is underway, Landau said.

The new ferries, M/V Tazlina 
and M/V Hubbard are nearing 
completion. All modules of the 
Tazlina have been completed and 
the Hubbard is under construction, 
Landau said.

Landau said the new ferries 
should help decrease winter 
cancellations. Between weather 
and mechanical issues, sailings 
were cancelled for more than a 
week in January.

“The new Alaska-class ferries 
should be able to run in the kind of 
weather that’s forced recent Lynn 
Canal cancellations,” Landau said. 

“They’re bigger boats than the 
LeConte. They’re longer, wider, 
deeper, and heavier and they can 
handle much higher winds and 
seas. Bringing those boats online 
will offer more reliable Lynn Canal 
winter service.”

The Legislature has cut the 
Alaska Marine Highway Service’s 
budget by $29 million since fiscal 
year 2013 and two boats have 
removed from the fleet.

State construction projects this 
year in Haines include the airport 
drainage improvements and 
pavement rehabilitation, and the 
Haines Highway reconstruction 
from 3.9 Mile to 12.2 Mile. Other 
projects slated for construction 
but not yet put to bid include 
improvements to the airport access 
road, Haines Highway resurfacing 
from Allen Road to 3.5 Mile and 
the Old Haines Highway to Mud 
Bay Road.

Ferry terminal expansion on track

Long painted the Paradise 
Cove mural in the borough 
assembly chambers. 

Reduce Reuse Recycle 
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• Business Freight 
   Delivery/Pickup
• UPS Contracted Carrier
• Courtesy Van Service
• Flights 7 days a week!• IFR Certifi ed in 

Caravan and Chieftain

Proud to be part of  the Haines community!

Depart JNU       Arrive HNS        

8:45 am
11:45 am
2:15 pm
3:50 pm

9:55 am
12:20 pm
3:25 pm
4:25 pm

8:00 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm
2:30 pm

8:35 am
11:35 am
2:05 pm
3:40 pm

Call for Skagway fl ight information.

via SGY

via SGY

Winter Flight Schedule 
March 3 - 31, 2018

 Depart HNS       Arrive JNU  

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

• 766-3800 
• 800-354-2479

via SGY

Soups and sandwiches daily
Fine teas � Raven’s Brew co� ee 

Free Wi-Fi

Bringing Haines:
Sponsored by

Open 
Mon. - Fri. 7am - 3pm

Closed Saturday 
& Sunday

Open all winter!

Archive news from 50, 25 and 10 years ago.

This Week in History

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

For more 
info,

call the 
terminal 
766-2111

Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE

SOUTHBOUND

NORTHBOUND
Arrive

from JNU
Depart
to SGY

Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

9
11
13
15
16

11:30 am
11:30 am
3:00 am
9:15 am

11:30 am

12:00 pm
12:00 pm

4:30 am
No SGY

12:00 pm

Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

3:00 pm
3:00 pm
9:00 am
No SGY
2:30 pm

4:00 pm
4:00 pm

11:00 am
11:15 am
3:00 pm

Sponsored by

LECONTE 
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
KENNICOTT
LECONTE

Arrive
from SGY

Depart
to JNU

LECONTE 
LECONTE

COLUMBIA
KENNICOTT
LECONTE

AWD Rental Cars- Lynn View Lodge
call for pickup - 1/2 mile from ferry     907-766-3713 or 314-0423

9
11
13
15
16

Scholarship Dinner & Dessert Auction

March 4, 1968
Secretary of State Keith H. 

Miller designated Tuesday, May 
14, as the date for a special 
election in the Haines area to 
determine if a second class 
borough shall be incorporated 
for an area of four precincts, 
Haines, Port Chilkoot, Chilkat 
and Klukwan. 

State law requires that notice 
of such elections be made no 
more than 90 days prior to the 
designated date.

Voters in the Haines area 
turned down a similar borough 
proposal in an election held on 
October 3 of last year.

March 11, 1993
Pianist Jean-Paul Billaud 

on Monday dropped a second 
bombshell on Haines in as many 
weeks, vowing to follow up his 
recent donation of a $41,000 
Steinway grand piano with 
another to match it. 

“I’m working on giving 
this Steinway a twin brother,” 
Billaud told a crowd of about 
75 gathered at a Chilkat Center 
reception for him on the arrival 
of the instrument. “A facility like 
this one deserves not just one 
beautiful piano, but two.”

The arrival of the seven-foot 
Steinway “Model B” Monday 
afternoon culminated a long-held 

The front wall of the former grocery store at Third and Dalton collapses 
Monday. (2008)

dream of returning to Haines a 
gift that matches the hospitality 
and warmth he’s felt during 
visits here dating back to the 
late 1960s, Billaud told the 
crowd Monday.

March 6, 2008
The Haines Borough Public 

Library and a local utility have 
partnered to offer wireless 
internet services at the library. 

The service, offered by 
Alaska Power and Telephone, 
started last week. 

“Wireless connectivity 
is something that patrons, 
both locals and visitors, have 
requested heavily for the last 
several years,” said library 
director Dan Coleman. “Over 
the last year the library has 

All birds of prey in North America are protected under the federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Injuring, killing or possessing any part of 
listed birds is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by up to six months 
in jail and up to a $15,000 fine. 

A Haines resident reported the blog post to Alaska Wildlife Trooper 
Trent Chwialkowski, who contacted the federal Fish and Wildlife law 
enforcement office in Juneau. A Fish and Wildlife agent investigating 
the incident investigated the Motes last week. 

The Moteses put a disclaimer on their blog several days after the Fish 
and Wildlife agent visit. “The adventures depicted in this blog are told 
for amusement only. Some events are exaggerated and embellished for 
entertainment purposes.” That disclaimer was added to their blog on 
March 4, according to the internet archive website “Wayback Machine,” 
a site that allows users to view archival web content. 

Sidney Campbell, education and development manager at the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation, said the bird is unlikely to survive. 
“Raptors depend on their feet to capture and kill their prey,” Campbell 
said. “It’s extremely unlikely that it could survive without a foot.”

Campbell said birds of prey will attack humans as a last resort. She 
added the Moteses should do a better job of securing their coop to 
protect their chickens from predators.   

Nathanael Motes was not available for comment by press time.

PREY from page 1

Glacier Bears face uphill 
battle as regional
tournament progresses 
By Liam Cassidy
CVN Sports Columnist 

If either Glacier Bear basketball 
team is going to earn a berth at 
this year’s 2A state tournament, 
they’ll have to do it the hard way, 
as each team suffered defeats in 
the first round of the Region V 
tournament. Both the champion 
and the runner-up qualify for the 
state tournament. The champion 
is the team that goes undefeated 
and the runner-up is the team that 
loses only one game. 

The Haines and Wrangell boys 
have played one another close this 
year, splitting their four games so 

far. On Wednesday night, it was not 
close. The Wolves outscored the 
Glacier Bears 24-2 in the second 
quarter to open up a 35-9 lead. 
Haines made only three of their 
25 field goal attempts in the half.

In the second half, Haines 
managed to get some shots to fall, 
but Wrangell continued to enjoy 
an unusually hot night of shooting.

With two minutes remaining, 
Dylan Swinton attempted to draw 
a charge underneath the hoop and 
went to the floor hard. He was 
slow to get up and had to leave 

See BEARS page 8

received between five and 15 
inquiries every day for wireless 
internet.”

He said partnering with 
Alaska Power and Telephone 
(AP&T) allowed the library 
to become one of the utility’s 
“hot spots,” a location where a 
wireless signal is available for 
a fee. 

Hot spots, which are picked 
up by wireless technology 
included with most newer 
laptop computers, are zones 
in which AP&T broadcasts 
a wireless signal, allowing 
remote access to the internet. 
Other existing spots are in 
front of the utility’s Main Street 
office, near the boat harbor and 
in front of the Thunderbird 
Motel on Second Avenue.
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Police Report

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

(907)766-2833 • FAX (907)766-2832

General Contracting
Driveway and Road Construction

Water Line and Foundation Excavation
Crushed Rock and Aggregate Supplier

Free estimates on 
all your earthwork

Distributed Regionally:
Skagway

Whitehorse
Carcross

Haines Junction 
& on the ferries!

Call us at 766-2688
email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com
or stop by our Main Street office 
for more information

Advertising Deadline 
Wednesday, March 21

Circulation 35,000

Get your business listed!

HAINES VISITOR’S GUIDE
The

Salvation Army
Family Store

Thursday - Saturday

  Accepting 
Donations
(by appt. 

only)

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

noon - 4 p.m.

Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday

Lutak Lumber

Hardware
The Helpful Hardware Crew!

Serving Haines & Klukwan

We’ve got you covered 
with roofing

Open 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-4 Sat •766-2700

Haines
Home Center

766-2595Sponsored 
in part by

Day     Date            High      Low   Precip.  Snow
Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

February 27 
February 28 
March 1
March 2
March 3
March 4
March 5

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Average Soil Temp. 30° F

February 27 
February 28 
March 1
March 2
March 3
March 4
March 5

32
22
23
26
35
38
33

22
21
16

8
8

11
18

1.5
5
0
0
0
0
0

33
19
18
25
34
33
29

15
11

0
0
2
9
4

4.0
trace

0
0
0
0
0

Snow on ground: 18 inches

0.10
trace

0
0
0
0
0

0.15
0.41

0
0
0
0
0

Day     Date            High      Low   Precip.  Snow

Tuesday, Feb. 27
 Police contacted the registered owners of vehicles on Ed Shirley 
Drive that appear to have been abandoned.
Wednesday, Feb. 28
 A caller on Oslund Drive reported a runaway juvenile that was 
quickly located.
 Haines Volunteer Fire Department responded to a report of a 
possible fuel spill on Oslund Drive.
Thursday, March 1
 The fire department responded to a report of smoke inside a 
residence on Helms Loop Road.
 A caller reported a possible unlicensed driver on Main Street. 
Police determined the driver was licensed.
Friday, March 2
 A caller reported someone following them on Battle Road. The 
caller was referred to court to obtain a protective order.
 A caller reported a civil issue with a neighbor on Chilkat Trail 
Road.
 A caller reported an illegally parked vehicle on Main Street. The 
vehicle was gone when police arrived.
 A caller reported an unlicensed driver near 1 Mile Haines 
Highway.
Saturday, March 3
 Police relayed a message to the airport.
 A caller requested assistance in removing someone from their 
residence at 31.5 Mile Haines Highway. The person left the area. 
Alcohol was involved.
 A caller requested a welfare check on a person at 31.5 Mile 
Haines Highway.
 A caller requested assistance in contacting a tenant on Barnett 
Drive.
 A caller reported a disabled vehicle at 4 Mile Haines Highway.
 An officer assisted a citizen involved in a bicycle accident on 
Young Road.
 A caller reported a lost wallet.
Monday, March 5
 Police assisted a landlord with service of an eviction notice on 
Barnett Drive. Weapons were involved.
 A message was relayed to the water/sewer department to shut 
off a main line on Small Tracts Road.
 A caller reported being harassed by a neighbor. The person was 
referred to the court.
 A citizen requested transportation outside the townsite area. The 
person was referred to seek other options.
 An investigation began into a report of a protective order violation.

There were five traffic stops, four 911 hang-ups, five medical and 
three canine calls.

By Natalie Helms
Klukwan School is fundraising 

to build a playground for its 
growing student body, which more 
than doubled in the last two years.

Head teacher Jessica Tipkemper 
said the school’s playground 
was torn down on short notice 
last summer after an insurance 
representative deemed it unsafe 
and not fully accessible to all 
levels of ability.

Tipkemper said she hopes the 
school’s 30 students can be a part of 
the design and installation process 
for a new facility.

“Our real vision that we’re 
hoping to make happen is to 
let our kids be a part of the 
design process,” Tipkemper said. 
“We want a music wall and a 
digging area with different natural 
materials from the Chilkat Valley 
like gravel, rocks and logs.”

Tipkemper said ideally the three 
main classrooms at the school - 
primary, elementary and middle/

high school – would each design 
a portion of the playground. She 
said staff would also like to use 
the playground to teach students 
about physics and math.

They are seeking input on how 
the playground should look. They 
also hope to reinvigorate the raised 
bed garden space.

But Tipkemper said even a 
playground from a kit can be 
upwards of $50,000. 

“Our district (Chatham School 
District), like all districts, is 
facing funding cutbacks and 
difficult choices,” Tipkemper said. 
“Getting a playground in place is 
not a top priority.”

Tipkemper said students have 
been fundraising on their own 
since the summer and have earned 
almost $500 by selling lemonade, 
hot chocolate and crafts at tables 
in Klukwan. 

The school will host a spaghetti 
feed to raise funds for the 
playground at 5 p.m. Saturday, 

March 10 in Karl Ward Gymnasium 
as part of the Dick Hotch Memorial 
Basketball Tournament. Klukwan 
students will also sell baked goods, 
including fry bread, and crafts at 
the tournament.

“Fundraising will continue after 
the Dick Hotch, including a three 
on three basketball tournament 
April14 and the creation of a 
wooden paddle with formline 
design to be auctioned off,” 
Tipkemper said.

Klukwan School will eventually 
need volunteer support with time 
and materials to build the new 
facility, Tipkemper said. “We’re 
the only school in our district that’s 
growing,” Tipkemper said. 

Klukwan School started the 
2016-2017 school year with 
about 12 students. The student 
population more than doubled this 
school year to about 30. 

“We’d like to do our best to serve 
our students with a playground,” 
Tipkemper said. 

Klukwan fundraises for playground

By Natalie Helms
The Haines and Klukwan 

spelling bees had repeat winners 
this year as fifth grader Willa Stuart 
and sixth grader Raven Hotch both 
won for the second year in a row.

The Haines contest on March 1 
was short with only three spellers 
in the final round, Stuart and fourth 
graders Nathan White and Maddox 
Rogers.

White went out on the third 
word, misspelling “chapel.” Stuart 
and Rogers each spelled several 
words until Rogers flubbed on 
“sparsely.” Stuart won on the word 
“disengage.”

Stuart said she had been studying 
the 450-word list since January. 

“My mom and dad asked me 
words off it to study,” Stuart said. 
She has already started to study 
the more extensive word list for 
the state competition.

“There are a lot more words and 
some pretty hard words on there,” 
she said.

Karen Garcia and Sara Chapell 
served as judges, with teacher 
Mark Fontenot as the pronouncer.

In Klukwan on March 2, 
Hotch managed to best Douglas 
Adams, who placed second, with 
Michaelene “MJ” Hotch placing 
third. Spellers cycled through over 
100 words during the bee. Hotch’s 
winning word was “castle.”

Other participants included 

Aiden Clarke, Ezra Nash, Noah 
Nash, Emery Tipkemper-Wolfe, 
Kobe Brew, Jordan Verhamme, 
Ocean Nash and Stella Ordóñez. 
Teacher Fran Daly judged, with 
head teacher Jessica Tipkemper 
as the pronouncer.

Both spel lers  have the 
opportunity to represent Haines and 
Klukwan at the state competition 
in Anchorage on March 29.

“I want to make it farther into 
the state spelling bee than I did 
last year,” Stuart said. She lasted 
into the third round of the bee 
last year, going out on the word 
“trattoria,” which is an Italian-
style eating establishment.

Haines, Klukwan spellers head to 
Anchorage for state spelling bee 
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(Un)Classified Ads
SOBOLEFF-MCRAE VETERANS 

Village 2 b drm  ap t. Mountain 
view, southern exposure.  +/- 
770 sq. ft. . Covered parking, 
laundry, storage included.  
Elevator with secure entry.  
Must be  military  Veteran.  
Spouse of a  deceased  Veteran  
may  qualify under cer tain 
conditions. $1200 a month, 
includes   most utilities . Call Jim 
or Travina at 766-3616 ext 3 or 
4 on M - Th between 9 & 3. (cb)

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING  a 
Hospice (or Bridge) Volunteer? 
We are offering our 20-hour 
training in the first two weeks of 
April. Watch for dates and times 
in our March ads and posters. 
Or call 766 3645 or 766 3669 
for more information. (cb)

SOCKEYE CYCLE IS HIRING 
bicycle guides for the 2018 
season - applicants must be 22 
years or older. A clean driving 
record is required. Call 766-
2869 for more information or 
go to the employment page on 
our website www.cyclealaska.
com. (cb)

S AV E  T H E  G O O D S : T h e 
Hospice of Haines annual 
gala rummage sale will be on 
the weekend of May 5 and 
6. Thanks to your generous 
donations and purchases, this 
sale supports nearly 25% of 
our annual budget. (cb)

SHOP: 2,200 sq/ft. Commercial, 
industrial businesses allowed. 
$1 ,300  per  mon th ,  ca l l 
(907)723-1599 or (512)658-
8813. (cb)

SHOP/GARAGE SALE- 1 Mile 
Mud Bay Road on the left. Sat. 
March 10, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (9f) 

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VAC A N C Y: T h e  H a i n e s 
Borough School District is 
looking for a 4th grade teacher 
for the upcoming school year.  
Closing date 3/23/18.  Please 
contact Ashley at 766-6725 
or ashley@hbsd.net for more 
information. (9-10b) 

R A I N B O W  G L A C I E R 
ADVENTURES is hiring Haines 
Photography Guide for the 
2018 season. Contact Joe 907 
766 3576. (cb)

HAINES BOROUGH 
Employment Opportunity

Seasonal Staff Aide Seas. PT 
(29 hrs/wk), union optional. Min. 
Qual: HS Diploma or equiv.; 
Star ting wage: $11.62-12.62 
DOE. For more info check www.
hainesalaska.gov. Send or bring 
app to Clerk at afullerton@haines.
ak.us by 3/23/18. EOE. (9-10b)

HAINES BOROUGH
Employment Opportunity

Museum Education Coordinator 
Seas.PT (15-19 hrs/wk), union 
optional. Min. Qual: Bachelor’s 
Degree with focus on education 
plus two years experience; or 
equiv.; Starting wage: $16.87/
hr DOE. For more info check 
www.hainesalaska.gov. Send or 
bring app to Clerk at afullerton@
hainesak.us by 3/16/18. EOE. 
(9-10b)

Sc ience  Cowboy 
Rides  Again

with Mr.Fontenot
Call 766-2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com 

with your science questions for Mr. Fontenot, 
science teacher at Haines High School

Article 
Sponsored by:

Ella Bredthauer and Akela Silkman
info@edtechinfused.com

Dear Science Cowboy,
On a cold, cold morning the other day I was walking my dog. 

He did his business about 10 yards ahead of me. I almost gagged 
at the smell. Why would it be so much worse than usual this time 
of year? It’s not the � rst time I noticed the di� erence, so it seems 
like it must have something to do with the weather.
Scent Sensitive Dog Owner, 

I think you are on to something here besides what your best friend 
might have eaten recently, although if he’s had a lot of last year’s 
freezer-burned � sh, that could contribute as well. Here are some 
reasons why your weather hypothesis might be right:

Spot’s pile came out at about 102˚ F, a little bit warmer than human 
inside temperature usually runs. If the air and the ground was as cold 
as you said, single digits maybe, then that big temperature di� erence 
might explain what you experienced. Hot gases (poop-sourced 
molecules, let’s say, fresh from the hot innards of your companion) in 
a cold medium like our valley had before this big warm spell would 
be much less dense than the molecules of surrounding air, meaning 
they’d rise quickly and also di� use faster than any other molecules 
you’d be smelling. � e timing might have been just right for your 
nose to pass through the scent plume rising from Spot’s deposit as 
you walked past. Meaning you were at the right (wrong?) place at 
the right (wrong?) time, and your sni� er passed through a very high 
concentration of foul-smelling molecules that were also moving so 
much faster than the neighboring fresh air that they hit your olfactory 
receptors like a shotgun blast. On the same walk next summer, when 
the air is only 40 degrees colder than the poop, not 100 degrees, you 
might have walked past the worst of it before the stink rose to nostril 
height, and even if you stopped nearby to admire a pretty view, the 
methane and sulfur oxides and all that stinky stu�  still wouldn’t hit 
your nose near as hard. Either that, or Spot just found something to 
eat that really didn’t agree with him. Good question, but I’ll hold o�  
on answering any more dog poop questions, at least for a while.

~ Winter Class Line-up ~
- Introductory Classes
- Ladies Only Classes
- Boxing Classes
- Spin Classes
- Yoga

Check out the separate men’s and women’s saunas. 

1 free visit to check us out!
Call 766-3555 for more info

Need a spring in 
your step to beat 
the winter blues? 
Join Thor’s Gym 

today!

Cookies
Repair & Remodel

Call  303-0186 
Also fi nd us on facebook

Ryan Cook- Owner
License #128004

Box 963 Haines, AK 99827

 Insured and bonded

 Residential Remodels

 Fiberglass work above 
waterline
No job too small for 

Cookies R&R

Hrs: 9 am - 5 pm  Mon - fri

SOCKEYE CYCLE

 766-2869 
24 portage st

New and Discounted Fat Bikes in stock!

The World’s
Leading 
Brands

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS AS YOUR 
HOMETOWN BIKE SHOP!

Open all winter for sales and service

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Consignment
“Where everyone you know goes”

229 Main Street / Wed - Fri 11-3 & Sat 10-3

Talia’s Treasures

Pet of the Week

HOULBERG 
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC.

Complete Plumbing & Heating Services 
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693 or 303-7890
~Serving the Chilkat Valley since 1994~

Finley Cleaning
Give us a call today! 

(210) 400-6804 Shawn
(907)303-0332 Felicia

P.O Box 295   Skagway, AK 99840
766-2437 • Front St. Haines

 Snowmachine repair and 
parts • Monitor and Toyo 

Stove repair and installation •  
Stihl outdoor equipment 

in stock • Tire repair 

Canal Marine & Auto

Winter Hours 
Open Tues - Sat • 10 am - 3 pm

HEATED
Storage Units

Available
Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Now at 312 Main Street
Mon-Sat 11am - 5pm  ~  766-2779

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

DR. CHRISTOPHER 
THORGESEN, D.C.

225 MAIN STREET    766-3555

M-F 9-6

Ma’s Mini Storage
5 Sizes Available!

       on 
          Small Tracts 

        Road
766-2999 • 314-0599

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

St
              &

   

Episcopal Church

Services
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-2791

Yoga with Mandy

$10 per class
~passes available~

call 766-3697 for more info

Mon-Wed-Fri
12 - 1 pm

Chilkat Center Lobby

Sorry, no fresh bread 
available March 15 

through April 7. 

� Sales
� Service

� Rentals

766-2869

hours
Mon-fri 9A - 5P

Think Globally Shop Locally
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee
Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Culvert/Pipe Layer Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Install culvert pipe for roadway storm water crossings. Perform any combination 
of the following tasks:  Construct and align pipes in sections, Cut pipes, Dig and 
grade trenches with trenching tools, pull out defective pipe, seal joints, compact 
earth material, and backfi ll pipe. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to 
inclement weather. Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move 
items up to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and 
equipment.  

Application deadline is 5:00 pm Monday, April 9th, 2018. 
Work is anticipated to begin the last week in April.

Powderman Helper Trainee
Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Powderman Helper Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Assist with drilling and blasting activities necessary for roadway excavation in solid 
rock.  Perform any combination of the following tasks:  Layout blast pattern, inventory 
explosives, dewater boreholes, measure boreholes, load explosives in boreholes, 
stem boreholes, pack explosives, assist with blast plans, become familiar with drilling 
equipment and maintenance. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to 
inclement weather.  Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move 
items up to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and 
equipment.

Application deadline is 5:00 pm Monday, April 2nd, 2018. 
Work is anticipated to begin the second week in April.

Minimum qualifi cations for all employment: 
High School Diploma or GED equivalent; 18 years of age or older and valid driver’s 
license. Must be able to provide personal transportation to and from work. Must be 
able to read and understand warning signs, operating instructions of equipment, 
job site safety rules and policies.

Southeast Roadbuilders is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) and
 a drug free workplace. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

Applications can be provided via e-mail or at our offi  ce 
located at 4.8 mile Haines Highway.

For additional information contact: 
Cheryl at (907) 766-2833

cheryls@seroad.com

Stake Hop/Grademan Trainee
Southeast Roadbuilders is currently accepting applications for a Stake Hop/Grademan 
Trainee.
Duties include, but not limited to:

Assist with surveying and layout activities for road construction project.  Work 
with the surveyor performing control and initial layout including brushing utilizing 
chainsaw and hand tools.  Work with surveyor setting temporary grade stakes.  Work 
with crews interpreting survey and grade stakes.  Perform basic administrative duties 
relating to survey work. Work will be performed outdoors with exposure to inclement 
weather.  Moderate physical demands; strength suffi  cient to lift and move items up 
to 50 pounds; may be exposed to safety hazards and dangerous tools and equipment.

Application deadline is 5:00 pm, Monday, March 26th, 2018. 
Work is anticipated to begin the fi rst week in April.

Support independent media.
Subscribe to the Chilkat Valley News and 

get free online access. 
Local annual subscriptions are only 

$46.42

Haines Home Building Supply

Celebrating 
50 years

serving Haines 
and Klukwan!

Shop 
locally and 
support your 
community

766-3653777766666666-333666655553333

Chilkat Restaurant 
& Bakery

Open: 7am - 2pm & 5 - 8pm Tue - Sat • Closed: Sun & Mon

Now Open!

Breakfast • Doughnuts • Pastries 
Espresso • Coffee • Tea

Glenda Gilbert: (907)766-3511 or (907)321-3512

Visit our Website at
www.racerealty.com
Making Real Estate Real Easy.

Own a piece of Alaskan Oasis. Local Sitka Spruce Log 
house with all the amenities. PLUS 2 car garage w/guest or 
mother-in-law apartment and a large toy shed and carport. 
Filtered views of Lynn Canal, Mt. Villard and the Northern 
Lights. Built by Bob Jensen and Tony Malone and featured 
in the TV show “Building Alaska.” Well maintained 1.1 
acres with established lawn & vegetable garden, within 
walking distance of Ft. Seward and downtown Haines.

 Price Reduced: $389,000

Beautiful Cabin on FAA Road!

Race realty is an Independently Owned and Operated 
Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

RACE
REALTY

Get it Sold!

From left to 
right: Raine 
Winge, 
Marissa 
Haddock 
and Haley 
Boron 
swarm a 
Petersburg 
Lady Viking 
during the 
first regional 
tournament 
game in 
Ketchikan 
Wednesday. 
They play 
again on 
Thursday 
morning. 
Photo 
by Hall 
Anderson/
Ketchikan 
Daily News. 

the game. He led Haines scorers 
with 23 points.

The final score was Wrangell 
68, Haines 48.

Now, in order to qualify for 
state, the Glacier Bears will 
have to win three straight games 
in three straight days, starting 
Thursday morning against the 
Craig Panthers.  The tournament 
concludes on Saturday morning 
with the runner-up games. 

The Glacier Bears girls showed 
up at the Ketchikan gymnasium 
for the Region  V basketball 
tournament as the fifth seed after 
a winless regular season.  In a 
game dominated by defense, 
they took a 12-6 halftime lead. 
Brittney Bradford had a pair of 
three-pointers as well as seven 
first half rebounds; however, she 
picked up her fourth foul only 40 
seconds into the third quarter and 
spent the rest of the quarter on 
the bench.

Midway through the third, 

Petersburg took the lead, 13-12 on 
a Katie Brock three-pointer.   With 
one of their main scoring threats 
on the bench, Haines looked to get 
the ball to Makayla Crager in the 
low post. Crager had six fourth 
quarter points and finished with 11. 
Bradford re-entered the game and 
drained another three. She finished 
with nine points. With 1:40 to play, 
Crager hit a free throw to draw her 
team to within three, 26-23. 

Haines did not manage to 
recapture the lead. With 1:19 left, 
Bradford picked up her fifth foul. 
Petersburg went on to win the 
game 33-23.

The loss puts Haines in the 
lower bracket of the double 
elimination tournament, with 
a shot at getting to state as the 
runner-up in the tournament. 
While Petersburg goes on to face 
top-seeded Metlakatla, the Glacier 
Bears await the loser of the Craig-
Wrangell game, for a Thursday 
morning matchup.

BEARS from page 5


