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Chamber talks pot economics 

Patrol no longer 24-7

SMOOTH AS GLASS -- Resident Marnie Hartman and dog Pelly skate Saturday at Chilkoot Lake despite temperatures 
near 0 degrees and high winds. The lake attracted dozens of skaters last weekend. Jane Pascoe photo. 

New Arrivals

Sosa seeks
$22K to study
town police

Alten-Huber wins spelling bee  - page 6

See DODOV page 9

Cardella lends knowledge to prep wrestling, music scene  

Dodovs say they’re
ending heli-ski suit

 See ANDREW page 12

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Manager David Sosa and Police 

Chief Bill Musser are asking the assembly to 
authorize a $22,000 review of the police department 
by an independent consulting firm.

By Karen Garcia
 As a draft marijuana bill 

works its way through the 
Alaska Legislature, the Haines 
Borough and Chamber of 
Commerce are trying to hash 
out how legalization will 
affect the town’s economy, 
zoning regulations and law 
enforcement.

 Manager David Sosa is 
recommending the assembly 
create a task force or assign 
an existing committee to 
lead discussions on the issue, 
including whether marijuana 
sales and/or production should 
be allowed to take place in 
Haines.

 “This is a decision that 
we as a community need to 
make, and it is important that 
we begin the public process 
that will enable us to reach 
a decision as a community. 
There are also more mundane 
and administrative matters 
that must be addressed if we 

are to successfully implement the 
provisions of the law as they are 
enacted by the state,” Sosa said. 

 The Chamber of Commerce 
board is also looking to get in 
on the discussions, though it 
hasn’t officially taken a position. 
President  Kyle Gray,  vice 
president Barbara Mulford and 
executive director Debra Schnabel 
have been discussing plans to hold 
a summit or public conversation 
focusing on the commercial and 
industrial aspects of legalization.

 The chamber isn’t interested 
in debating the morality of using, 
selling or growing pot, Mulford 
said. It’s interested in talking 
about potential sales tax revenue, 
job creation and other economic 
impacts to the borough and 
business community, she said. 

 “There’s this argument of 
morality versus industry, and 
from the chamber’s perspective, 
we are really going to focus on 
the industry side of it,” Mulford 
said. “From a visitor industry 

perspective – and this is my 
own thought on it – if Haines 
were to be the only port that 
had a designated use area and 
allowed it, there could be a 
huge demand in this effort to 
get more cruise ships back to 
Haines.”

 At the heart of the discussion 
of marijuana tourism is how 
municipalities will define 
“public place.” The proposition 
passed by voters last year 
stipulated marijuana use would 
be banned in public places, 
though it didn’t specify what 
those places are.

 If Haines allowed coffee 
shops or bars where pot use was 
legal, the town could market 
that to visitors, Mulford said.

 The Juneau assembly last 
week passed an ordinance 
defining public places as 
streets, sidewalks, alleys, trails, 
parking lots, schools, parks and 

Ferry schedule on chop block - page 4

By Karen Garcia
Parents of an Alaska Heliskiing 

client who died in a 2012 
avalanche said this week they are 
dropping their civil suit against 
the company. 

Natalia and Alex Dodov filed 
the suit in state court in February 
2014, claiming Alaska Heliskiing  
“sought profit above safety” and 
failed to avoid the fatal avalanche 
that killed their son.

The case was moved to federal 
district court in July.

Nick Dodov, 26, died in a 
Takhin Ridge avalanche while 
snowboarding with Alaska 
Heliskiing in March 2012. 
Company guide Rob Liberman, 
35, of Telluride, Colo., also died 
in the accident.

Natalia Dodov said she and 
her husband dropped the lawsuit 
because it wasn’t going to result in 
what they wanted: more rigorous 
and enforceable safety regulations 
in the largely unregulated heli-

skiing industry.
Dodov said the case devolved 

into discussions of a settlement 
between her lawyer, Juneau-
based attorney Mark Choate, and 
lawyers from Alaska Heliskiing’s 
insurance company. “The terms 
of the settlement are against 
our will. It only supports the 
insurance company to release 
every party involved from their 
responsibility,” Dodov said.

“We were never after money or 
anything like that,” Dodov said. 
“We never wanted to settle this and 
release them from responsibility 
and just get money.”

In September, the Dodovs 
sent an email to Choate telling 
him they weren’t interested in a 
settlement. 

“We sued Alaska Heliskiing 
because we thought that it would 
bring to light Alaska Heliskiing’s 
unsafe practices which led to our 

By Lindsay Johnson
 Andrew Cardella was working 

on an organic citrus farm in Sicily 
when he decided to come to 
Alaska. Cardella was spending the 
winter after college volunteering, 
learning Italian and making 
friends when he met another 
volunteer who guided hiking tours 
in Skagway. 

 Seasonal work surrounded 
by big mountains, rivers and 
ocean sounded like an ideal next 
adventure. 

 Cardella sent applications to 
every tour operator in Skagway, 

but none were hiring. Chilkat 
Guides, however, needed a river 
guide in Haines.

 “I looked it up on the Internet 
and it looked perfect,” Cardella 
said in an interview this week. He 

came for the summer of 2010 and 
stayed longer each summer. Last 
winter, he worked as an aide at the 
Haines School and helped coach 
wrestling. In May, he bought a 
home on Piedad Road.

 Besides co-coaching the 
wrestling team, Cardella now 
works as an aide for physical 
therapist Marnie Hartman, leads 
a circuit training class, and hosts 
and performs at the weekly open 
mic night at the Pioneer Bar.

 Cardella, 28, was born and 
raised on Long Island, N.Y. to 
second-generation Italian and 

Irish immigrants. 
 His grandfather was a fiddler in 

Ireland who influenced Cardella’s 
decision to pick up the violin 
and play traditional tunes with 
his mom. After drum lessons, he 
moved to the school percussion 
section. 

 Cardella became increasingly 
involved with music in various 
forms: symphonic band, marching 
band, pit orchestra, jazz bands, 
choir and his own extracurricular 
music projects. “I just sucked up 
as much as I could,” he said. 

 Cardella taught himself piano 

to accompany the choir at school 
and dove into college-level music 
theory.  

 Though music had a place in 
his life, wrestling was Cardella’s 
primary focus during adolescence 
and young adulthood. 

 Soccer, lacrosse and other 
activities were cast aside once 
he started wrestling in eighth 
grade. “The other sports didn’t 
do anything for me after that,” 
Cardella said. 

 His passion earned him a place 

 The assessment, by Soldotna-based Russell 
Consulting LLC, would review the department’s 
policies, procedures and practices. Consultants 
would observe department operations first-hand, 
interview staff, and ultimately provide a “scorecard” 
report reflecting the discrepancies between desired 
and provided services.

 “An ideal time to have conducted a review 
such as this would have been after the departure 
of the last chief,” Sosa said. “Conducting a review 
at that time would have provided an incoming 

- page 7
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Duly Noted

Letters to the Editor

Thursday, Feb. 12
 Presentation by storyteller, poet, playwright 
and actor Ishmael Hope, 7 p.m. at the library. 
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Friday, Feb. 13
 Teacher In-service. No school for students.
 Haines senior lunch, noon at the museum.  
 Haines Glacier Bears Girls’ Basketball vs. 
Metlakatla. Junior varsity at 5:30 p.m. Varsity 
at 7 p.m. All games in the Karl Ward gym.
Saturday, Feb. 14
 Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast, 7:30 
to 11 a.m. in the school cafeteria. Proceeds go 
toward the fourth-grade class’s annual Yukon trip. 
 Valentine’s Tea, 1 to 3 p.m. at the Haines 
Presbyterian Church. 
 Drum Out, 4 to 6 p.m. at the ANS Hall in 
Klukwan. Bring a side dish and your drums. 
 Haines Glacier Bears Girls’ Basketball 
vs. Metlakatla. Wear pink for breast cancer 
awareness. Junior varsity at 5:30 p.m. Varsity at 
7 p.m. All games in the Karl Ward gym.
 Valentine’s Day Dinner and a Movie, 5:30 
p.m. for dinner and 8 p.m. for screening of 
“Casablanca” at the Chilkat Center.
Sunday, Feb. 15
 Fort Seward Sculpture Garden Artist Salon, 
2:30 to 4 p.m. at the museum. Sponsored by the 
Alaska Arts Confluence. 
 Remembering Elizabeth Peratrovich: 
Alaska’s Civil Rights Legacy, 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
ANB Hall. 
Monday, Feb. 16
 Presidents’ Day. Borough offices and school 
closed.
 “Buried Alive: Avalanche Tales and 
Preparedness,” 7 p.m. at the museum.
Presentation by Erik Stevens and Jeffrey 
Moskowitz. 
Wednesday, Feb. 18
 Beginner Tlingit language class, 3:30 to 4 
p.m. at the museum. Regular class 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Every Wednesday. 

Thursday, Feb. 19
 River Talk, 7 p.m. in the Chilkat Center lobby. 
Call 766-2708 to sign up. 
 Rivers of Ice: The Natural and Cultural 
History of Glacier Bay’s Glaciers, 3:30 p.m. at 
the library. 
 “Envisioning the Future: Architect 
Planning for the Sheldon Museum,” 5 p.m. at 
the museum. 
Friday, Feb. 20
 Haines Chamber of Commerce Luncheon, 
noon at the Lighthouse Restaurant. All businesses 
welcome.
 Screening of “Man of Steel,” 3:30 p.m. at the 
library. Part of the library’s teen movie series. 
 Haines Glacier Bears Boys’ Basketball vs. 
Wrangell. Junior varsity at 6 p.m. Varsity at 7:30 
p.m. All games in the Karl Ward gym.
Saturday, Feb. 21
 Book Club, 3 p.m. at the library. Discussion 
of “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks” by 
Rebecca Skloot. 
 Oscar-nominated live-action short films, 7 
p.m. in the Chilkat Center lobby. Presented by 
the Haines Arts Council. 
 Haines Glacier Bears Boys’ Basketball vs. 
Wrangell. Junior varsity at 6 p.m. Varsity at 7:30 
p.m. All games in the Karl Ward gym.
Monday, Feb. 23
 Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
Tuesday, Feb. 24
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Friends of the National Rifle Association 
volunteer meeting, 6 p.m. at the Eagles Nest 
Motel. 
Wednesday, Feb. 25
 Oscar-nominated animated short films, 7 
p.m. in the Chilkat Center lobby. Presented by 
the Haines Arts Council. 
Friday, Feb. 27
 Lunch and Learn with the Anchorage 
Symphony Orchestra, noon at the library. 

See DULY page 7

By Cynthia Allen
Haines had a chance to roll out 

the welcome mat an extra day for 
junior high basketball players here 
from Juneau for the Triple Threat 
Tournament, when a Sunday ferry 
was canceled due to high winds. 
Coaches Matt Davis, Tiffany 
DeWitt and Lori Giddings 
arranged extra basketball play, 
and technology teacher Sam 
McPhetres set up Super Bowl 
viewing in the school common 
area. On Monday, Community 
Youth Development director Al 
Giddings bused the Juneau kids 
and their families for trips to the 
American Bald Eagle Foundation 
and the Sheldon Museum, and the 
Haines pool opened for a special 
session. The weekend’s volunteer 
referees were Don Nash, Michael 
Henderson ,  Ryan Harms , 
John Hill, Devin Light, Dylan 
Palmieri and Stuart DeWitt.

 The Haines Chamber of 
Commerce held elections at their 
January meeting. Harry Rietze 
was elected to complete the 
term of the seat vacated by Rod 
Hinson. Newly-elected officers 
are: President Kyle Gray, vice 
president Barbara Mulford, 
secretary Scott Sundberg and 
treasurer Thom Ely.

 Julie Rae had a 100-foot 
spruce tree come down in her yard 
during high winds Thursday night. 
She said that her angels were with 
her, as the big tree managed to just 
miss her car and the deck of her 
house.

 Miles Furniture Showroom 
is now carrying locally-made, 
handcrafted furniture. A chair 
and desk by Dave Stickler are 
the first pieces in the store, but 

Dave is open to custom orders 
as well. Dave’s brother, Jim 
Stickler, is making guitars and 
hand-turned bowls; some of 
his bowls can be seen at John 
and Sharon Svenson’s Extreme 
Dreams Gallery.

 Suzanne Vuillet-Smith is 
back from a month in Melaque, 
Mexico with husband Norm 
Smith. They were joined by 
daughter Isobel Smith during 
her college holiday, and had 
visits with Greg Goodman and 
former Haines resident Craig 
McCormick. Norm and Suzanne 
also saw Greg and Kate Wacker, 
who winter north of Melaque in 
Aticama. Norm and Craig are still 
in Melaque, and are planning a 
trip to Colima for a bullfight and 
festival.

 Last Sunday’s blizzard did 
not keep more than 60 people 
from enjoying the double gallery 
openings on Main Street. Alaska 
Arts Confluence’s new gallery 
displayed flower-themed art 
photos by Mandy Ramsey, while 
Joanie Wagner’s Skipping Stone 
Studios offered live entertainment 
by  Nancy  Ber land ,  Burl 
Sheldon, Tom Heywood and 
Kristin Hathhorn.

 Judy Erekson and sister 
JoAnna Egolf spent most of 
January visiting family in Fort 
Collins, Colo. Judy’s three 
daughters are all currently in Fort 
Collins: Keely Falcon, Karlie 
Heinmiller and Riley Erekson. 
Keely, a labor and delivery nurse, 
lives with her husband, Jordan 
Baumgartner, and their two sons, 
Spencer and Parker. Karlie is 
working at a boutique. Riley is 
a sophomore at Colorado State 

University, majoring in nutrition. 
JoAnna and Dan Egolf’s son, Ben 
Egolf, also lives in Fort Collins, 
where he works as an accountant 
for Colorado State University.

 Debra Schnabel accompanied 
father John Schnabel on a five-
day trip to Washington D.C.  John 
was being interviewed for the 
Discovery Channel’s “The Dirt,” 
a one-hour special that will air 
after the March 6 season finale 
of “Gold Rush,” the gold mining 
reality show that stars Parker 
Schnabel. Debra reports that two 
or three strangers recognized John 

Editorial
 What makes a town a good place to live are a thousand small acts, 

all of them unselfish, like shoveling your neighbor’s sidewalk or giving 
some cash to keep a club or nonprofit afloat another year.

 Acts of kindness aren’t as impressive in summer, when living here is 
easy. They count for more in winter when the cold, dark, lean months 
tend to sap us of our neighborliness.  

 Reporting gets the CVN staff out into the community to witness 
goodwill  – and its fruit. Seeing those things up close is a powerful 
tonic for blunting the harshness of a long winter. Here are some recent 
examples:

 In January, 14 musicians and dancers volunteered for an afternoon 
to share their skills and knowledge with other residents. Resident Sue 
Libenson organized the first “Haines Music and Dance Camp” on the 
premise that a sizeable portion of our community is interested in music 
and dance, so why not connect them to our local experts?

 Teachers who led sessions for no fee showed impressive enthusiasm 
as well as fortitude, taking on classes of “students” with differing 
skill levels and interests. The Haines Dolphins set up a lunch station, 
creating a conference atmosphere for the day-long event.

 Local volunteers also hosted the Alcan 200 snowmachine race and 
Haines Winter Games swim meet, events that each year attract out-of-
town visitors and bring pride to local competitors. 

Citizens working behind the scenes set the stage for great moments 
like Alcan champion Steve Cornwall of Fairbanks smooching his wife 
amid a row of giant trophies at the race banquet, and the swim meet 
crowd cheering as tiny Maddox Rogers swam one length of the pool 
in his first meet.

 On Sunday, dozens of residents ventured into a bitter storm for the 
opening of a new art gallery on Main Street, as well as the office opening 
for Alaska Arts Confluence, a local non-profit that has volunteered to 
give our downtown a new look. For years, people have said  art is a 
potential engine for our local economy. With pluck, grants and goodwill, 
the Arts Confluence appears to be building such an engine.

 This Saturday, Presbyterian Church members invite women of all 
ages to participate in their annual Valentine’s Tea, as they have for 
decades. At the Chilkat Center, Lynn Canal Community Players are 
rehearsing another town play. The theater’s supporters recently raised 
more than $200,000 to upgrade the building’s sound and lights.

 It’s the selflessness of our citizens that accounts for the quality of 
life we enjoy here. To those who work without pay to make our town a 
better place, there’s no valentine we can send that’s big or red enough. 

Residents brave blizzard for store opening
 People of Haines rock. The worst blizzard of the winter couldn’t 

stop dozens of hearty folks from coming out for the grand opening of 
Skipping Stone Studios. Special thanks to Burl Sheldon, Nancy Berland, 
Kristin Hathhorn and Tom Heywood for your musical delights. Thank 
you so much.

Joanie Wagner

 News coverage of the Yukon Quest sled dog race this week rekindled 
memories of Haines mushers and mushing in Haines.

 It seems ancient history now, but Haines hosted a local sled dog 
sprint race, “The Dalton Trail 30,” from 1990-92. As many as 16 
mushers – most of them from the Yukon – ran the race on upper valley 
logging roads. The event included ski races and a dog-pull contest.

 Old-timers remember that Murray Clayton of Haines twice finished 
the Quest, including the inaugural run in 1984. Dan Turner, former 
Haines Borough assessor, also ran the Quest in 1996 and 1998, with 
comical results. In 1996, Turner’s team scratched after getting tangled 
up in a child’s swing set in Dawson City, Y.T. Turner arrived there at 
4 a.m., searching for hours for a poorly marked trail.

 Two years later, Turner’s team refused to go further than Pelly 
Crossing, Y.T., where they encountered a steep bluff. When he turned 
his team around in resignation, the dogs sprinted to their resting spot.

 Turner got the last laugh, though. He made mushing pay by 
launching dogsled tours for cruise ship passengers on the Juneau 
icefield. He now operates what may be the largest such tour in the 
world, employing 60 workers and 700 dogs. 

 One of Turner’s first employees was Libby Riddles, the first woman 
to win the Iditarod. Her gutsy, nighttime run into a blinding, Bering 
Coast blizzard is an Alaska mushing legend. 

                                                                                  - Tom Morphet

Kemp knew challenges of Southeast
Thank you, Matt Boron, for your letter commending the years of 

service by DOT Commissioner Pat Kemp. He is a true Southeast 
Alaskan, born in Ketchikan and  raised in Juneau.

 Pat began with DOT after high school, worked hard, went to college 
and ascended to the highest level of state engineer. Over the years he 
worked on airports, harbors, highways, ferry terminals, and buildings 
from Southeast to the Arctic. He earned our thanks by his 30-plus years 
of work on public projects. We were fortunate to have someone in the 
commissioner’s office who understood our local challenges.  

Some in our community celebrate Kemp’s removal from DOT 
because of his support for the Juneau road. I would like to offer a 
counter opinion. The road makes sense from both an economic and 
environmental perspective. When a mainline ferry going from Juneau 
to Skagway burns 1,000 gallons of diesel and exhausts numerous 
pollutants into our atmosphere at large expense, it makes good sense 
to envision a lower-cost, pollution-free drive to Juneau in a modern 
vehicle using renewable energy.

 Opponents of the road will never overcome this disparity. It’s no 
small matter that the burning of petroleum is dangerously warming 
our planet. It is also significant that the oil we have is finite, and we 
derive from it almost everything that permits us to live our modern 
lives. Conserving it is sensible and necessary. Pat Kemp was helping 
us to do just that. 

                                                                                       John Norton
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Manager recommends $74K cut to district

Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches766-2928  Closed Tues & Sun

Now Open
  in New Location!
2nd & Willard, the blue box 

across from the Visitors’ Center

SarahJ’s Shoppe

Sosa: Reduce school support

Wear pink to Saturday hoops games

        •Drawings for door 
          prizes for everyone 
          wearing pink
• 3-point contest at half time
• Pink T-shirts with the logo for sale
• 50/50 Raffle

Haines Girl’s Basketball Team’s
Breast Cancer Awareness 

Basketball Game

Feb. 14th 
7:00 pm
Adults $5
Students $3

What’s Your Story?

River Talk • a monthly
storytelling gathering •

Contact us to sign up or for more information:
www.chilkatcenter.org                       766-2708

Share Your Story, Listen To Mine

$7 for 7 stories (7 minutes each) at 7pm 
in the Chilkat Center Lobby. Free for storytellers!

Live local music.  Beer, wine, coff ee & treats for sale.

• February 19 • 
“Is This Love?”

Sign up in advance to tell your story!

Th is month’s theme:

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  
Pam Long, Broker • Jim Studley, Associate Broker • Dave Long, Sales Associate

Quality 3 bdrm, 2 bath, and 
attached garage w/ water & 
Chilkoot mountain views.
Hardwood fl oors, in-fl oor 
heat, pellet stove, sauna, & 
RV facilities.  $399,000

One of a Kind Luxury

POWDER PLAY -- Isobel Alamillo and Audrey Bader, front, shape 
snowballs, while classmate Addison Prisciandaro looks on at the 
Haines School yard Monday.

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Manager 

David Sosa released details of his 
forthcoming budget this week, 
including a recommendation to 
cut $74,000 of school district 
funding.

The manager is also asking 
d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s  t o  c u t 
their budgets by 6 percent in 
anticipation of revenue decreases 
from reduced raw fish tax, less 
state revenue sharing and an 
increase in senior property tax 
exemptions.

T h e  p r e d i c t e d  r e v e n u e 
shortfalls, paired with increasing 
expenses  for  u t i l i t ies  and 
mandated  wage increases , 
necessitate the cuts, Sosa said.

T h e  b o r o u g h ’s  a n n u a l 
allocation to the school district is 
discretionary, though the amount 
must fall between state-mandated 
maximum and minimum limits. 
Last year, the borough funded 
the school district at 84 percent 
of  the maximum, or  about 
$1.55 million. This year, Sosa 
is recommending the borough 
fund the district at 80 percent 
of the maximum, or about $1.48 
million.

Mandated funding levels 
aren’t available yet, so totals 
at this point are based on last 
year’s numbers, Sosa said. For 
the upcoming budget, Sosa said 
he will recommend funding at 
the 80 percent level or $1.48 
million, whichever is less.

Sosa pointed out funding 
the district at 80 percent of the 
maximum is still 200 percent 
more than the minimum the 
borough is required to contribute.

Chief fiscal officer Jila Stuart 
said the borough’s contribution 
makes up about 30 percent of the 
school district’s annual revenue.

Josh Moore, whose third-
grader Alex attends the Haines 
School, said cutting school 
funding sends the wrong message 

to young families looking to 
relocate to Haines. Moore, a 
commercial fisherman, said the 
school district is “exactly the 
reason I live here.”

Moore pointed to the district’s 
multiple awards, including its 
repeated recognition as a Blue 
Ribbon School, as reasons to 
maintain existing funding levels.

“We should fund the school 
at least at its present level. To 
win national and state awards, 
it means we are doing a good 
job at that school,” Moore said. 
“This is one thing we can sell. 
We have a good school. Move to 
Haines. We’ve got the awards to 
prove it,” Moore said.

What’s particularly galling, 
Moore said, is watching the 
borough spend money on things 
like helicopter noise studies 
while simultaneously claiming it 
needs to cut school funding. “All 
the money we spend studying 
different scenarios, it’s just 
absolutely asinine to me,” he 
said.

In addition to the $1.55 million 
allocated to the district last 
year, the borough also provided 
$230,000 for activities and work 
orders. Sosa said the borough 
won’t fund activities and work 
orders at any more than last 
year’s level.

The borough has currently 
budgeted to take in about $1.6 
million in areawide property 
taxes, or $179,300 less than the 
$1.78 million total allocated 
to the district last year. Sosa is 
recommending that in future 
years, the borough fund the 
school district at no higher than 
the amount the borough collects 
in areawide property taxes.

Sosa hasn’t decided whether to 
recommend increasing property 
taxes,  but will  do so after 
reviewing budgets submitted 
by department heads. An across-
the-board increase of one mill 

would bring in about $290,000 
in additional revenue.

S c h o o l  b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t 
Anne Marie Palmieri said she 
couldn’t comment on Sosa’s 
recommendation at this point, as 
the board hasn’t yet received a 
draft budget from superintendent 
Ginger Jewell.

Palmieri said the board will 
discuss the cuts at its budget 
meeting on March 5.      

In  h i s  f ive-page  budge t 
guidance memo to staff, Sosa 
also pointed out several other 
trends he has observed in the 
borough’s financial history: 
an “addiction” to grants and 
underinvestment in maintenance 
and infrastructure.

Sosa also observed historically 
strong investment in the school 
district, library and tourism 
department, which “provides 
an opportunity to accept risk in 
these areas,” he said.

The manager’s budget is due 
to the assembly no later than 
April 1. The manager’s budget 
is a recommendation, with final 
spending authority held by the 
borough assembly.

How May We  
Serve You? 

 

It’s a New Year  
and the Haines  

Chamber wants to 
start off by hearing 

from YOU! 
 

MEMBERS AND NON-
MEMBERS WELCOME! 

Lighthouse Restaurant 
 

Friday 
February 20, 2015 

12:00 - 1:00PM 
 

Luncheon Special: Philly Cheese Steak 

HAINES 
CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON 

To try a sample or 
to order your bottle 
please contact Joshua
910-987-2369

“ATT captures the essence of Chinese medicine  
 flawlessly”   ~ President of Chinese Medicine
Experience CPTG $25 = 45 min. session 
Therapeutic massage also available

facebook.com/doterraxoxo

Girls’ basketball coach Greg 
Brittenham endured a rough 
stretch of games recently, with his 
sense of humor intact.

“I think I might be the only 
coach in U.S. high school history 
to lose six games in 24 hours,” 
he said.

Brittenham coached both the 
boys’ and girls’ squads on a trip 
to Craig, when boys’ coach Steve 
Fossman was unavailable. The 
teams went 0-6, over four varsity 
and two junior varsity contests.

The Panther girls won the 
varsity games by scores of 36-
25 and 55-25. The first night, 

junior Kayley Swinton scored 
13 points; junior Jenae Larson 
and freshman Brittany Bradford, 
4; and senior Paige Winge and 
freshman Makayla Crager, 2.

Swinton tallied a dozen points 
the next night, followed by Larson 
and junior Destinee Cowart, 4; 
Winge and sophomore Jordan 
Stigen, 2; and freshman Tulsi 
Zahnow, 1.

The Glacier Bears were short-
handed at the guard position, 
as senior Natalia Taylor and 
sophomore Olivia Wing missed 
the series.

The boys then returned to 

Haines, while the girls headed to 
Metlakatla for another series, this 
one varsity only. Metlakatla took 
two victories, 49-32 and 46-29. 
Swinton continued to be the top 
scorer, with 10 points in game 
one. Winge added 9 points, all on 
3-pointers; junior Autumn Gross, 
6; Cowart, Larson and Crager, 2; 
and Bradford, 1.

Cowart grabbed 9 rebounds, 
and Brittenham noted the team 
moved the ball well, dishing out 
a season-high 8 assists.

Scoring in the second match-up 
included Swinton, 14; Cowart, 9; 
and Gross, 6. The Glacier Bears 
trailed by 3 points at halftime.

Brittenham said the Haines 
freshmen “have really stepped 
up,” and said Zahnow is becoming 
a top defensive player.

The  g i r l s  have  a  qu ick 
turnaround, facing Metlakatla at 
home this weekend. The boys, 
whose home series with the Chiefs 
last weekend was postponed to 
Feb. 27-28, will be traveling 
to Metlakatla for a series this 
weekend.

The Feb. 14 girls’ game will 
promote breast cancer awareness, 
with door prizes for pink-clad 
fans, a 3-point shooting contest, 
and a 50/50 raffle. The event will 
be part of Senior Night for the 
Glacier Bear girls.
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DOT: Cut ferry day boat sailings

 

Th is column sponsored by :

ALASKA FISH FACTOR  
By Laine Welch
February 6, 2015
 
 Lovers choose lobster as the top 
Valentine’s Day dish to share with that 
special someone. Crab legs and shrimp 
also get the nod as ‘romantic meals’ on 
Feb. 14 - one of the busiest dining out days 
for U.S. restaurants. 
 In a national survey by Harris 
Interactive, chefs called lobster an “exotic 
delicacy that results in an intimate 
moment because it is hand-held and 
shareable.” In fact, respondents called all 
shellfi sh ‘a catalyst for connection like no 
other food.’
 Th e links between seafood and love 
have a long history, including the belief 
that oysters enhance male desire and 
performance. Until recently there was no 
scientifi c evidence to back that up, but new 
studies by Miami and Italian researchers 
revealed that oysters contain compounds 
that prompt the release of sexual 
hormones.  Th e scent of oysters resembles 
the most potent female pheromone; 
oysters also are loaded with zinc, a key 
nutrient for testosterone production in 
both men and women.
 Many ‘experts’ have touted omega-3 
fi sh oils as serious libido lift ers because 
they help raise the amount of compounds 
that control ‘feel-good’ levels in the brain, 
and stimulate the release of sex hormones.
Author Marrena Lindberg also sings the 
praises of fi sh oil in “Th e Orgasmic Diet.” 
Fish oil, like Viagra, increases nitric oxide 
levels in artery linings, she claims, which 
increases blood fl ow to the brain and sex 
organs.
 Seafoods from colder waters contain 
the most omega 3’s. Pacifi c oysters pack 
a special punch at 1,700 micrograms, the 
same as Alaska king salmon.
 Th e Alaska seafood with the most 
omega’s of all? Sablefi sh.
           
Salmon Love - Th e Salmon Project is 
spreading the love on Valentine’s Day with 
special “salmon swag” gift  packs created 
by women whose biggest passion is fi sh. 
 “We feel like it is a natural holiday for 
us to help celebrate,” said Erin Harrington, 
director of Th e Salmon Project. “One of 

our brands and one of the key ideas that 
people really recognize about the Salmon 
Project is the concept of salmon love.”
 Since 2012, the Salmon Project 
project has been undertaking in-depth, 
widely-traveled scientifi c public opinion 
research to better understand Alaskans’ 
relationships with salmon. 
 For the Valentine’s Day promotion, 
Harrington hooked up with Claire 
and Emma Laukitis of Homer, aka the 
Salmon Sisters. Th ey created ‘his and hers’ 
selections of their popular Salmon Love 
hoodies for women, and a new Lifeblood 
T-shirt design for men.
 “It really speaks to how salmon are the 
lifeblood of Alaska, and that is something 
we hear from people over and over again,” 
said Claire.
 Th e Salmon Love packs also include 
handcraft ed salmon soap by Melissa Bravo 
of Kodiak and salmon rubs from Summit 
Spice in Anchorage. On the Internet, go to
www.aksalmonsisters.com/.
 
Fish watch – Th e Alaska pollock fi shery 
opened on Jan. 20 to trawlers in the Bering 
Sea and Gulf of Alaska; those fl eets also 
will target cod, perch, fl ounders and other 
groundfi sh. Bering Sea crabbers were 
nearing 40 percent of their 61 million 
pound snow crab quota. About 6 million 
pounds remain in the 15 million pound 
Tanner crab catch.
 A Tanner crab and golden king crab 
fi shery open concurrently at Southeast 
Alaska on Feb. 13. Th e Tanner fi shery will 
be assessed aft er fi ve days to see how many 
pots are on the grounds. Th e stocks are 
looking good, and last year’s take of more 
than 1.25 million pounds was the best in 
13 years. Th e limit for golden king crab is 
336,000 pounds.
 Also at Southeast: the demersal shelf 
rockfi sh season opens on Feb. 6. It includes 
seven diff erent rockfi sh species with a 
combined catch of 72,000 pounds.Black 
rockfi sh is another catch around Kodiak 
while jig and pot boats await a state water 
cod opener in a few weeks. A pot cod 
fi shery opens Feb. 9 at Dutch Harbor to 
boats under 58 feet. Up next: the halibut 
fi shery opens on March 14; the herring 

fi shery at Sitka Sound should follow soon 
aft er.
 
Mmmm, maggot meal - Mix up a batch 
of manure, fl ies and fi sh guts and you 
end up with a maggot-based meal that’s 
irresistible to fi sh. Idaho University 
scientists (and others around the world) 
have developed a maggot-based fi sh feed 
that also devours manure and fi sh wastes. 
Idaho is America’s largest producer of 
farmed rainbow trout, and with a half 
million cows, it also is the nation’s fourth-
biggest dairy state.
 But along with all those cows come 
billions of pounds of poop. With fi sh 
meal prices skyrocketing and mountains 
of manure piling up, Idaho researchers 
created something cheaper that also 
eats up tons of dung and fi sh guts in the 
process. 
 To the rescue -- black soldier fl ies, used 
widely in Asia to eat restaurant wastes. 
In tests by animal waste management 
engineers, the fl ies quickly reduced 
700 buckets of cow manure by half, and 
seeded it with their eggs. Two months 
later, fi sh guts from local farms were 
added to the brew to enrich the maggots 
with omega fatty acids. Th en they were 
cleaned, frozen, ground up and fed to 
rainbow trout in test stations along the 
Snake River. Th e fi sh snapped up the feed, 
which made sense to the scientists since 
fl ies are a far more natural fi sh food than 
corn and soybean-based feeds.
 Waste engineers believe it could 
become an important niche industry for 
Idaho’s dairy farmers who can count on 
their cows to produce 30 billion pounds 
of manure each year. 
 
Giving back - American Seafoods 
Company is accepting applications for its 
Alaska community grant program. A total 
of $38,000 will be donated to projects 
that address  hunger, housing, safety, 
education, research, natural resources 
and cultural activities. Th e majority of 
grant awards range from $500 to $3,000 
per organization. Deadline to apply is Feb. 
17. Contact Kim Lynch at kim.lynch@
americanseafoods.com or 206-256-2659.

“Music washes away from the soul 
  the dust of everyday life.” ~ Berthold Auerbach

By Tom Morphet
Reduced ferry funding scenarios 

proposed by transportation 
officials include eliminating 
dayboat service in Lynn Canal 
between July and September, 
eliminating winter service by 
fast ferries, limiting fast ferry 
service to four days weekly 
during summer months, and 
eliminating contracted marketing 
and advertising.

Other proposed changes would 
delay the start of service by the 
Taku between Prince Rupert, 
B.C., and Juneau, and reduce 
summer service to Prince Rupert, 
as well as mainline service to Sitka 
and other Southeast communities.

State transportation officials 
revealed proposals for cutting 
service during a recent state House 
Finance Committee meeting.

 The state contributed $114 
million to the Alaska Marine 
Highway operating budget last 
year, and is considering cuts 
of about $9 million, said DOT 
spokesman Jeremy Woodrow.

“(DOT) is trying to put out 
different scenarios based on the 
governor’s proposed budget,” 
Woodrow said this week. “If the 
budget passed today, DOT would 
be looking at a schedule similar 
to this.”

DOT is proposing a cut of 
roughly 4 percent to ferry 
operations, but the total cut to 
the ferry system is more than 
twice that due to a Walker 
administrat ion decision to 
eliminate a “fuel trigger” that 
previously reimbursed the ferry 
system for the price of fuel above 
$2.50 per gallon. “The ferry 
system will have to absorb that 
amount,” Woodrow said.

Ferry advocates in Haines 
this week reacted strongly to the 
outlined cuts. “So what highways 
do they propose to close?” said 
former mayor Stephanie Scott. 
“This is a highway. It’s not an 
optional service… We have to 
fight this.”

Resident Robert Venables, chair 
of the state Marine Transportation 
Advisory Board, said he would 
call a meeting as soon as possible 
to hear directly from state officials 
about the proposals.

“There’s almost a cannibalism 
going on. The marine highway is 

a large recipient of DOT general 
funds and lawmakers, particulary 
from the Interior, want that money 
going to their districts,” Venables 
said.

Venables said he “didn’t have 
a full picture yet” of the specifics 
of the cuts. “Everyone was on the 
same page that cuts would lead to 
reductions in service, but in terms 
of specific cuts, I don’t think those 
have been identified yet.”

Venables said he would be 
strongly urging residents of 
coastal communities to contact 
legislators, particularly ones with 
seats on budget and transportation 
committees.

Venables said that due to the 
state’s budget shrinkage, it’s 
counterproductive for residents 
to ask that the system not be cut 
at all. Instead, they should urge 
lawmakers to stress efficiencies 
in service and emphasize that 
for remote coastal communities, 
there’s no alternative to ferries.

By Christian Woodard 
Warmer temperatures and clear 

weather led to one of the most 
successful Audubon Christmas 
bird counts in years. Forty-
four bird-watchers participated, 
more than double last year’s 
participation. Pam Randles of the 
Takshanuk Watershed Council 
reported that volunteers spent 
more than 60 cumulative hours in 
21 survey areas between Haines 
and Mosquito Lake. 

 Fair weather apparently also 
brought out the birds. The Haines 
winter bird list includes 38 common 
species, but observers reported 
55 species and 4,849 individual 
birds. “It was a lot of the usual 
suspects, but we also saw a high 
concentration of irruptive species,” 
which travel in large flocks and 
consume all the food in an area 
before moving on, Randles said. 

 It’s been a very good pollen and 
cone year, so birds that eat conifer 
cones like redpolls, crossbills, junco 
and pine siskins were abundant. 
One observer reported a single 
flock of over 1,000 siskins. Predator 
species like sharp-shinned hawks, 
peregrine falcons and merlins 
followed the flocks. 

 It was a good year for eagles, 
too. Mario Benassi, who counted 
in the Alaska Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve, said that warm 
weather, open water, and salmon 
mean higher-than-average eagle 
numbers. The highway count 
found 379 adult eagles.

 Additionally, Benassi identified 
species that are late in migrating, 
like a pair of red-wing blackbirds 
and a red shafted flicker. Grebes, 
kingfishers and thrushes are also 
here later than normal. Resident 
Mike Denker even spotted an Anna’s 
hummingbird, here a full month later 
than they’ve been recorded. 

 All the obscure species can 
be overwhelming, Randles said, 
but the upshot is that birds can 
teach residents about a changing 
ecosystem. Warm temperatures 
and abundant food mean that 
more birds of more species were 
wintering in the area. 

 Randles pointed to the Eurasian 
Collared Dove, which has slowly 
expanded its range from the 
southeastern United States. The 
doves overwintered here for the 
second year in a row, and were 
recorded as far north as Delta 
Junction during the bird count.

 The National Audubon Society, 
which organizes the Christmas 
Bird Count, keeps close watch on 
species like the trumpeter swan, 
which are important indicators 
for conservation management. 
This year, observers counted 32 
trumpeters, including families 
overwintering with their cygnets.

 Randles said more counts 
are necessary. “We would love 
to gather more data. There’s a 
migratory flyway here, but we 
have to document it to prove it.” 
Randles is looking for volunteers 
to help in a springtime count, 
which she does twice a week 
between mid-April and mid-June. 
“A lot of the identification is by 
sound, so you have to know your 
bird songs.” 

 To learn about upcoming 
counts and birdsong training 
opportunities, contact Randles at 
766-3664.

 Haines Circle: Total species 
reported, 44; individual birds, 4,189; 
participants, 39; total hours counting, 
50.65. Bird: mallard, 55; Harlequin 
duck, 8; surf scoter, 193; black scoter, 
3; scoter sp., 12; bufflehead, 157; 
common goldeneye, 120; Barrow’s 
goldeneye, 214; goldeneye sp., 335; 
common merganser, 34; red-breasted 
merganser, 41; merganser sp., 1; duck 

sp., 20; common loon, 2; loon sp., 
1; horned grebe, 6; bald eagle, 131; 
sharp-shinned hawk, 2; mew gull, 
12; herring gull, 5; glaucous-winged 
gull, 33; glaucous gull, 3; gull sp., 
82; pigeon guillemot, 2; marbled 
murrelet, 5; rock pigeon, 106; belted 
kingfisher, 2; downy woodpecker, 1; 
Steller’s jay, 19; black-billed magpie, 
64; Northwestern crow, 78; common 
raven, 74; black-capped chickadee, 
11; chestnut-backed chickadee, 100; 
red-breasted nuthatch, 2; American 
dipper, 3; golden-crowned kinglet, 
17; American robin, 1; varied thrush, 
8; dark-eyed (Oregon) junco, 84; 
dark-eyed (slate-colored) junco, 33; 
dark-eyed junco, 68; white-winged 
crossbill, 29; common redpoll, 175; 
pine siskin, 1,822; Arctic loon, 1; 
western grebe, 4; peregrine falcon, 1; 
Eurasian collared dove, 5; Arctic tern, 
1; merlin, 1; Anna’s hummingbird, 2; 
golden-crowned sparrow, 1.  Chilkat 
Circle: Total species, 18; individual 
birds, 660; participants, 5; hours in 
field, 10.5. Birds: trumpeter swan, 
32; mallard, 6; common merganser, 
20; duck sp., 82; bald eagle, 379; 
glaucous-winged gull, 4; Steller’s jay, 
2; black-billed magpie, 25; common 
raven, 26; black-capped chickadee, 8; 
American dipper, 3; golden-crowned 
kinglet, 4; pine grosbeak, 1; red 
crossbill, 4; white-winged crossbill, 
10; pine siskin, 51; great horned owl, 
1; red-shafted flicker, 1; red-winged 
blackbird, 1.

Birds, counters up at 
annual Audobon event Agency proposes $9 million in reductions
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HARASSING WILDLIFE
 When you encounter wildlife in Alaska it’s okay to enjoy 
them but not to bother them. Whether you’re on foot, riding 
a mountain bike, fl ying an airplane or driving a car, boat, 
fourwheeler, snowmachine or whatever kind of transporta-
tion, it is never legal to chase wild animals. Chasing ani-
mals can make them aggressive, cause them to burn up 
vital energy or cause injury or death. Never throw rocks or 
anything else at wild animals and never try to scare them.
 Alaska Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a group of private 
citizens dedicated to protecting our state’s fi sh and wildlife. 
If you think you have seen a hunting or fi shing violation 
report it. Call 1-800-478-3377. You may be eligible for a 
reward. Help make Alaska a better place. “Know Before 
You Go.”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

Fort Seward Sculpture Garden

Artist Salon
2:30 - 4:00 pm, Sunday, February 15
Sheldon Museum & Cultural Center

Supported by

Alaska Arts Confl uence&

Chilkat Restaurant
featuring � ai Food

daily lunch and dinner
Tuesday - Saturday

B’fast & Lunch: 7am - 2pm
                Dinner: 5 - 8 pm

Bakeryand

766-3653

Corner of 5th and Dalton behind Miles Furniture
We’re looking forward to serving you again!

Opening
Tuesday
Feb. 17thIt’s time to think visitors!

RESERVE YOUR
AD SPACE NOW

in the 43rd edition of the

Contact us for information 
on rates and ad placement.

Phone 766-2688 • Fax 766-2689
cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

or stop by our offi ce on Main Street

We’ll show you how easy it is.

Ads Deadline March 22

No Billing Until June

HAINES
VISITOR’S GUIDE

All good things must come to pass
It’s time for us to move on 
to new adventures.
Moseys won’t be 
reopening this spring. 
We wish to thank you all 
for your business and 
support.
If anyone is interested in 
buying or leasing the 
building, please contact us at 

435-772-5192, or 
moseysalaska@gmail.com

Martha & Thad

Some residents are still publicly 
proclaiming their support for U.S. 
Sen. Dan Sullivan or former state 
Rep. Bill Thomas, but Haines 
Borough staff is warning political 
signs must be taken down by 
Feb. 28.

  Owners of signs up past Feb. 
28 will be fined $100.

  According to code, signs must 
be removed no later than seven 
days after an election. Some signs 
around town have been up for 
months since the Nov. 4 general 
election, while others have been 
up for years.

  P l a n n i n g  a n d  z o n i n g 
techn ic ian  Tracy  Cui  and 
administrative assistant Kathy 
Friedle drove around town Jan. 
29-30 identifying properties 
where political signs were still 
displayed. Cui said the pair 
found 18 outstanding signs.

  “The role of the borough is to 
keep our community clean and 
safe during election season and 
on a continuing basis throughout 
the year,” Cui said. “With the start 
of each new election season, it 
brings concerns over the growing 
number of political signs placed 
throughout the borough townsite 
service area. Sometimes these 
political signs can become an 
eyesore and even obstruct traffic.”

  The borough sent notices to 
the identified property owners, 
and posted notices about stale 
political signs around town and 
on the municipality’s website.

  Cui said she was going to go 

on a second trip around town 
on Wednesday and send second 
notices to property owners who 
are still violating code. Those who 
don’t take down the signs by Feb. 
28 will be fined.

  Manager David Sosa said the 
borough is giving residents ample 
opportunity to correct the problem 
and not fining people right away 
to “avoid surprises.”

Former millwright, 
cable manager dies

 John Dennis McOmber, a 
former Haines millwright and 
cable television manager, died 
Jan. 12 following an apparent 
heart attack. He was 71. 

 Son John Douglas “Doug” 
McOmber wrote that his father 
had been living in Gleneden 
Beach, Ore., since 2013 with wife 
Laura, to be closer to his children 
and grandchildren. McOmber 
lived in Haines from 1973-1987.

Bill Kurz befriended McOmber 
when they worked at the former 
Alaska Forest Products sawmill. 
“He was a heck of a nice guy,” 
Kurz said. “John was a hard-
working-son-of-a-gun. He had 
that large house on Helms Loop. 
It was pretty small when he 
bought it and he kept adding on 
to it, doing all the work himself,” 
Kurz said.

Patty Campbell’s family took 
over Haines Cable TV when 
McOmber managed it. “He didn’t 
know us from Adam; we were 
from Point Barrow, and he took us 
into his home until we could find a 
place. They had a houseful of kids, 
and we had two boys, so it was a 
lot of fun.” She said McOmber 
held Wednesday evening prayer 
meetings in the home. 

J o h n  D e n n i s  M c O m b e r 
was born on Aug. 14, 1943 to 
John Porter and Dorothy Link 
McOmber in Wichita, Kan., where 
he grew up. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps from 1961-1964. 
A highlight of his service as a 
captain’s orderly on the USS 
Kitty Hawk was acting as visiting 
President John F. Kennedy’s 
bodyguard while on board, son 

Doug McOmber wrote. He also 
served on combat flight missions 
in Vietnam.

McOmber worked as a police 
officer in Wichita and then in 
Fairbanks until the family moved 
to Haines in 1973.

Kurz said McOmber was 
looking for job stability when he 
returned to the Army full-time in 
the late 1980s. He served in the 
Alaska Army National Guard until 
his retirement in 1994. 

In 1998, McOmber earned 
a bachelor of arts degree from 
Western Baptist College. He 
enjoyed paint ing,  creat ing 
landscapes and seascapes in oil 
and acrylic, and watercolors. He 
won acclaim for his work, which 
was displayed in Alaska and 
Outside, Doug McOmber wrote. 

Sheldon Museum worker 
Blythe Carter said McOmber’s 
large painting of the former 
sawmill at Lutak is an important 
piece of the local collection. “It’s 
very illustrative of the mill, and 
great to have because we don’t 
have many images of it.” 

Doug McOmber said his father 
showed Alaska hospitality. “I 
remember people were always 
staying at the house until the next 
ferry south would depart,” he said 
in his eulogy.

  John  Denn i s  McOmber 
is  survived by wife Laura 
McOmber, a sister, a brother, and 
children Doug, Daniel, and Philip 
McOmber, and 14 grandchildren.

Cards may be sent to the family 
c/o John Douglas McOmber, 625 
E. Marion St., Stayton, OR 97383.

 

Political campaign signs like this one at 1 Mile Haines Highway 
are being targeted by the Haines Borough. Code requires property 
owners to remove election signs within seven days of an election. 
Tom Morphet photo.

Election 
placards 
must go

 Advertising: It works.
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           Valentine’s       Day

    Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser for the 4th Grade Yukon Trip

at the School Cafeteria

Pancakes with Sausage,

Juice and Coffee
Gluten-Free option available

 Adults $8

  Kids $5
   (to 9yrs)

                           Make it a 

                          Movie Date-Night

                                seats still available for

            Casablanca
                   Saturday Night 
                Chilkat Center       

                           show starts at

                     8 pm
                             $10

           VALENTINE’S DAY
DINNER SPECIAL

Prime rib, twice-baked potato with specially 
cut asparagus, squash and zucchini. 

A white chili with chicken soup 
and for dessert a freshly made 

peach cobbler.

766-2442

       Thurs Feb 12th 4-5pm

              20% off one item of     

your choice! &  25% off 
   Lingerie & Intimates 

          thru Valentine’s Day

Ladies
Night!

Caroline’s  Closet

 Pioneer    Bar

Lobster w/Venison Medallion or Scallops & Spinach Cake

w/Soup or Salad, garlic mashed potato, cake & wine

Call 314-0444 to reserve

Live Music 9:00pm

           
           

  
The God 

             
  Particle

            S
aturday, Feb. 14th

Dinner & Dancing

Mountain Market & CafeHurry in while supplies last 
& get your sweetie some FRESH FLOWERS & CHOCOLATES766-3340

Valentine’s 

      T
ea

   Women of all ages invited

      S
aturday, 1 - 3 pm

      P
resby

terian Church

        
      F

REE!

Take Your 
Sweetie 

out on the 
Town!

Send a 
Valentine!

Do something 
special for 
the one 
you love!

F Enjoy Valentine’s Day in Haines! F

By Karen Garcia
Facing more than a modicum 

of competition, seventh-grader 
Aurora Alten-Huber won the 
2015 Spelling Bee championship 
after several rounds of intense 
head-to-head spelling with the 
second-place winner.    

Alten-Huber, 13, won on 
the word “modicum” after her 
opponent, seventh-grader Syerus 
Davis, misspelled “iteration.”

Davis and Alten-Huber went 
against each other for three 
rounds after seven other students 
participating in the bee were 
eliminated. Davis correctly 
spelled several potential stumpers 
including “pyrite,” “prolific,” and 
“doldrums” before being defeated 
by Alten-Huber.

Alten-Huber said she was 
nervous, even though she had 
been studying the provided 
spelling list in recent weeks. She 
was confident on the spelling of 
the words she did receive, but was 
grateful the competition didn’t 
last long enough to get down to 
the list’s “super hard” words.

“There were a few words that 
we didn’t get anywhere near to, 
that I was pretty unsure of,” she 
said.

A l t e n - H u b e r  a l s o  w o n 
two  schoo l -wide  spe l l ing 
championships in West Virginia, 
where she used to live.

Sixth-grader Emma Gillham 
and fifth-grader Logan Borcik 
both stumbled in the sixth round, 
tying for third place.

Gillham misspelled “seethe,” 
forgetting to add the final “e.” 
Gillham said she realized her 
error when pronouncer Mark 
Fontenot paused to see if she 
would continue spelling. “I knew 
there should have been an ‘e’ at 
the end,” Gillham lamented.

Borcik also forgot to add a letter 
to his fateful word, “quibble.” “I 
missed one ‘b.’ One ‘b’!” Borcik 
bemoaned.

Principal Cheryl Stickler 

said the nine-round bee was the 
longest she’s witnessed during 
her tenure at the school. Stickler 
said the elevated performance was 
likely due to the bee’s transition 
from a mandatory competition 
to a club activity with voluntary 
participation.

Spel l ing  Club  has  been 
meeting weekly after school since 
December.

“I think they were invested in 
it because they put so much extra 

practice into it,” Stickler said.
The winner’s travel to the state 

bee in Anchorage will not be paid 
for by the school district this year, 
though the Uglys of Haines have 
donated $300 toward the $1,000 
cost of sending Alten-Huber and 
a guardian to the competition. The 
Chilkat Valley News is organizing 
a donation of frequent-flier miles. 
To help out, phone 766-2688.

Alten-Huber said she was 
happy to hear the Uglys had 

contributed. “I really want to go 
and it’s probably going to be hard 
to get that much money,” she said.

Other students who participated 
in the bee included fourth-grader 
Mackenzy Dryden, sixth-grader 
Lydia Andriesen, fourth-grader 
Sally Chapell, eighth-grader 
Tailer Olsson and fifth-grader 
Amber Nash.

Misspelled words that tripped 
up students included “toddler” 
( “ t o d d e l e r ” ) ,  “ a b a n d o n ” 
( “ a b a n d e n ” ) ,  “ h a z e l n u t ” 
(“hazelenut”), “iota” (“ieoa”) and 
“valorous” (“valerous”).

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
Clinical Hypno-therapist

                 303-0010

 

Medicare & Private Insurance

Healing Head Heart 
and Body

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“ Blessed and 
happy is he who 

ariseth to promote 
the best interest of 

the peoples and 
kindreds of the 

earth.”
Top spellers from left: fifth-grader Logan Borcik (third place, tied), sixth-grader Emma Gillham 
(third place, tied), seventh-grader Aurora Alten-Huber (first place) and seventh-grader Syerus Davis 
(second place).  

After nine rounds, Alten-Huber takes spelling bee title
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Police schedule draws questions

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479
• Courtesy Van Service 

• Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up
• IFR certifi ed in Caravan and Chieftain

Daily fl ight schedule thru March 6th, 2015
Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU     Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SGY 

    8:00 am
  11:15 am
    3:35 pm

  9:05 am  X Sun
12:20 pm
  4:10 pm

    7:15 am
  10:30 am
    2:15 pm
    

    7:50 am X Sun
  11:05 am
    3:25 pm
   

  8:15 am  X Sun
11:30 am

  3:25 pm     8:00 am
11:15 am

  3:10 pm
Depart SGY      Arrive HNS

Wings is proud to continue offering you reliable local 
service through the year.

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

   8:35 am  8:50 am M-Sat
 3:05 pm 3:20 pm M-F + Sun

  7:30 am  8:05 am M-Sat
10:45 am  11:20 am Daily
  2:15 pm  2:50 pm M-F + Sun

  9:15 am  9:50 am M-Sat
11:35 am  12:10 pm Daily
  3:05 pm  4:20 pm M-F + Sun 

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 

   8:25 am  8:40 am M-Sat
 

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SGY

Friday 13 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sunday 15 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Monday 16 5:45 pm 7:45 pm
Tuesday 17 no Sgy 12:30 pm
Thursday 19  no Southbound
Friday 20 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sunday 22 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Monday  23 4:45 pm 6:45 pm
Friday 27 3:00 pm 4:00 pm

Friday 13 11:30 am   12:00 pm
Sunday 15 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Monday  16 11:45 am 1:15 pm
Tuesday 17 11:30 am no Sgy
Thursday 19 7:45 am 9:15 am
Friday 20 11:30 am   12:00 pm
Sunday 22 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Monday  23 10:45 am 12:15 pm
Friday 27 11:30 am 12:00 pm

SOUTHBOUND
Arrive

from SGY
Departure
to JNU

MUSIC AND ART -- Kristin Hathhorn, left, and Nancy Berland 
perform at Sunday’s dual gallery opening on Main Street. More 
than 60 residents braved a snowstorm to check out Skipping Stone 
Studios and the Alaska Arts Confluence office. Tom Morphet photo.

Dr. Marnie Hartman, PT
766-2600 call for appointment

By Karen Garcia
Concerned with the recent 

spate of break-ins and thefts 
around town, residents are 
wondering:  Where are  the 
police?

 Haines Borough Manager 
David Sosa said several citizens 
have asked whether the police 
department provides 24-hour 
coverage by on-duty officers. It 
doesn’t, he said.

 “There is not currently 24-
hour coverage, and this is tied 
to personnel availability. We 
are always looking at ways to 
provide the best service and 
will ensure that we focus our 
coverage on times we determine 
our officers are most needed,” 
Sosa said.

 High employee turnover 
paired with out-of-town training 
spreads the force thin, Sosa said.  

 Assembly member George 
Campbell also inquired about 
pol ice  coverage .  “ I  asked 
because I have had citizen 
complaints. Some people have 
called and haven’t gotten any 
police response,” he said.

 Police chief Bill  Musser 
said the department provided 
24-hour coverage until former 
chief Gary Lowe resigned in 
2013. “Staffing was part of the 
issue at that time, as the chief 
was gone and so was one officer. 
That left a staff of three to cover 
the townsite,” Musser said.

 Officers are still scheduled 
on standby, meaning that they 
are expected to be available and 
able to respond when called out 
by dispatchers.  

 Musser said the department 

had 62 callouts from standby in 
2014, or an average of 1.2 calls 
per week. “Some of these call 
outs were also for back-up of the 
on-duty officer for a domestic 
disturbance call or similar high-
risk call,” Musser said. 

 The department also provides 
“flexible shift coverage” into the 
hours after 2 a.m., “depending 
on scheduled events and the 
types of calls we are seeing,” 
Musser said.

 Musser said coverage last 
spring and summer usually ran 
through 4 a.m., with officers 
on standby from 4 to 8 a.m. In 
October, Musser said standby 
coverage started after midnight 
for most weekdays and after 2 
a.m. on Fridays and the weekend. 

 “ I  have a lso  personal ly 
worked the graveyard shift 
and augmented night patrol a 
number of times, with particular 
attention to the periods the bars 
were open, on holidays, and 
during the vehicle break-ins,” 
Musser said. 

 “Given my observations of 
the night shift, most winter 
weekdays and weekends tend 
to see the bars short of patrons 
after 2 a.m., and they often 
shut down by 2 a.m. or shortly 
thereafter. Additionally, the 
issue of alcohol-related crimes 
is not readily supported by calls 
for service after midnight.”

 Musser said that prior to 
vehicle break-ins last fall, he was 
placing emphasis on “proactive 
policing” between 8 p.m. and 
midnight “to help promote and 
establish better contact by the 
members of the department with 
members of the community.”

 “The react ive  nature  of 
policing came back with the 
vehicle break-ins and burglaries 
occurring. Shift coverage was 
varied to  extend coverage 
without establishing a pattern, 
but we still saw break-ins and 

burglaries,” Musser said.
 Musser said he is reviewing 

department statistics for trends. 
“I am hoping the data will be 
sufficient to establish a spatial 
relationship that ties calls for 
service to times of the day and 
day of the week,” he said. 

 Former police chief Greg 
Goodman, who served 17 years 
on the force and 10 as chief, 
said he always supported and 
maintained 24-hour coverage. “I 
was always for it. When we had 
five full-time officers, we could 
cover 24/7 the majority of the 
time,” Goodman said.

 Sick leave, vacation time and 
turnover would occasionally 
r e q u i r e  s t a n d b y  t i m e ,  h e 
said.  

 F u l l - t i m e  c o v e r a g e  i s 
essentially a money and morale 
issue, Goodman said. Working 
in law enforcement for 30 years, 
Goodman said he saw lots of 
officer burnout and strain from 
working extended shifts. 

 “They actually need six 
people down there to take a little 
of the stress off the officers that 
are there,” Goodman said. 

 G o o d m a n  r e c e i v e d  a 
grant in the mid-2000s for a 
school resource officer, who 
was also able to pick up some 
responsibi l i t ies  of  regular 
officers. “That took a lot of the 
strain off the other officers,” he 
said.

 The possibility of getting 
another officer isn’t looking good, 
especially with Gov. Bill Walker’s 
recent decision to leave rural jail 
funding out of his budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

 Haines received $397,000 last 
year in rural jail funding from 
the state. Those funds support 
payrol l ,  vehicle  expenses , 
utilities and other functions of 
the police department. 

 “If we don’t receive this 
funding, as with other items 
throughout the budget, we will 
have some choices to make,” 
Sosa said. 

from the show on every flight and 
airport they passed through.  

 Bill Kurz reports that his son, 
Karl Kurz, program director for 
the Defense Information Systems 
Agency of the U.S. Department 
of Defense, is currently rolling 
out a new open-source-based 
conferencing and messaging tool 
called Defense Collaboration 
Services. The tool will allow 
updated safe Internet contact 
between defense department 
personnel, for both individual 
connections and group meetings. 
Karl is featured in an article 
outlining the importance of 

this program, available on the 
Department of Defense website, 
www.defense.gov.

 The Uglys of Haines held their 
15th anniversary party Feb. 4, 
hosting about 50 people for food 
and beverages. Spokesperson 
Chuck Mitman said members 
thanked the crowd for support of 
the group’s fundraising efforts. 
The next Uglys effort is the 
group’s annual scholarship 
distribution, open to all Haines 
High School alumni.

 Haines School this week 
held activities celebrating the 
elementary school’s designation 
as a National Blue Ribbon 
School for 2014, including a 
student rally and a day of parent-
involved activities. The program 
recognizes elementary, middle 
and high schools based on their 
overall academic excellence. 
Haines Elementary is one of only 
three schools in Alaska to win 
the award in 2014. The federal 
Department of Education makes 
the award.  

 The Sheldon Museum is 
hosting lunch for seniors Feb. 13. 
The seniors, who typically lunch 
at the senior center, made way for 
the annual quilting retreat, which 
has been held on Fridays at the 
center for years. The conflict arose 
when the senior meal program 
resumed five-day service. 

 Top awards for  Haines’ 
Port Chilkoot Distillery and 
Fairweather  Ski  Works  in 
Sealaska’s Path to Prosperity 
competition came during a two-
day “Innovation Summit” held in 
Juneau. The event featured talks 
by Outside business experts as 
well as by dignitaries including  
Alaska Gov. Bill Walker and 
University of Alaska Southeast 
Chancellor John Pugh. There’s 
still time to vote in the Path to 
Prosperity “people’s choice” 
award. Go to www.p2pweb.org 
to cast your ballot. Deadline for 
voting is Feb. 15. 

To have an item of community 
interest posted in the Duly Noted 
column, call the CVN at 766-
2688 or send an email to cvn@
chilkatvalleynews.com. 

DULY from page 2

Musser: Since Lowe, department shorthanded
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Alaska Marine Trucking
Alaska Power & Telephone
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room Restaurant
Bigfoot Auto Service
Canal Marine / Oceanside 
     RV  Park
Captain’s Choice Motel
Chilkat Auto 
Chilkat Valley News
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
Delta Western
ED&D Inc/Cable TV/
     Radio Shack Dealer
First National Bank Alaska

Haines Borough School District
Haines Propane
Haines Quick Shop/Mike’s 
     Bikes & Boards/Outfi tter 
     Liquor & Sporting Goods
Haines Real Estate
Howsers IGA & Caroline’s 
     Closet
King’s Store
Klondike Chiropractic
Lighthouse Restaurant & 
     Harbor Bar
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Margaret Piggott
Malia Hayward, State Farm

Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Café 
Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Reuben Willis, State Farm
Sockeye Cycle Co.
Southeast Roadbuilders, Inc.
Stanford Masonry & Construction
Takshanuk Mountain Trail
TEM Services
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction
Zen Bathworks/Sea Otter 
     Woodworks

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bards

Presenting The Glacier Bards!

Top: Syrena Jackson, Jennie Humphrey, Keegan Palmieri
Center: Coach Amanda Randles, Zoe Hamilton, Itaaehau Tupou, Kaya Ramirez, Dylan Grimes, Assistant Riyan Stossel
Bottom: Kai Hays, Zane Durr, Casey Bradford. Not pictured: Rachel Haas, Neil Little

Best of Luck to You All at the
State Championship Meet
February 19 - 21 in Anchorage

Drama

Debate

  Forensics



February 12, 2015 Chilkat Valley News Page 9

Court Report 

DODOV from page 1

Proud 
Sponsor:Big Brothers Needed!

Explore YOUR potential!
As a Big, you’re joining a team and you’ll have a 
network of support. Give a Little. Be a Big.

766-2151

Give a youth the invaluable gift of friendship and...

Howsers

Dr. Christopher Thorgesen, D.C.

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
               & Massage

225 Main Street    766-3555
M-F 9-6most insurance accepted

Ask if  Your 
Insurance 
Covers Us

Spotlight on our Therapists

Teolani Rose Lynch 
Offering the mind, body and spirit 
a unique blend of Lomi Lomi, 
Swedish, Hydrotherapy, Deep 
Tissue and Neuromuscular 
Massage Therapy; delivered with 
open hearted energy. Graduate 
of Maui School of Therapeutic 
Massage. 

 Bamboo Room
Restaurant

Fri & Sat 7am-2pm • 5-9pm

Sun & Mon 7am-2pm • 5-8pm
Closed Tues, Wed, Thurs

Pioneer Bar

Lobster w/Venison Medallion 
or Scallops & Spinach Cake

w/Soup or Salad, garlic 
mashed potato, cake & wine
Call 314-0444 to reserve

Live Music
 The    9:00pm

 God Particles

Valentine’s
Special
Sat, Feb 14th

Dinner & 
Dancing

Open Mic  9 pm Fri

Register at www.buckwheatskiclassic.com or pick up a form at Lutak Lumber
RACE DATE: SATURDAY, MARCH 28

766-3221

Where adventure begins in Haines, Alaska!

Outfi tter        Sporting Goods 8am ‘til 5pm

HAINES QUICK SHOP 766-2330
7 days-a-week 

7am ‘til midnight

OUTFITTER LIQUOR 766-3220
7 days-a-week 

8am ‘til midnight

7 days-a-week

son’s death and help bring much-
needed safety regulations to the 
heli-skiing industry. We decided 
to drop the case when we and our 
lawyer disagreed about the 
direction of the case and we 
were asked to sign a settlement 
agreement that went against 
all our principles and felt to us as 
if we were selling out our son,” the 
Dodovs said in an email this week.

According to court documents, 
Choate said he wrote to the 
Dodovs on Jan. 6 and told them 
he could no longer represent 
them because of a “breakdown 
in communications” between his 
office and the Dodovs. 

Choate said the Dodovs needed 
to find themselves new legal 
counsel, and if he didn’t hear from 
them by Jan. 27, he would move to 
withdraw himself from the case.

Choate said he sent the letter to 
the email address they successfully 
used for prior communications. 
He also sent the letter via mail. 
“I’ve heard nothing from them 
and cannot continue to represent 
them given this breakdown in 
communications,” he told the 
court.

He moved to withdraw himself 
on Feb. 4, and the judge granted 
the withdrawal.

Natalia Dodov said Choate 
removed himself because she and 
her husband weren’t interested in 
signing the settlement. On Jan. 
27, Dodov sent Choate an email 
telling him they wanted the case 
dismissed.

Choate did not return calls for 
comment. Dodov said she hasn’t 
heard back from him regarding 
her Jan. 27 email requesting the 
case’s dismissal.

The Dodovs don’t intend to hire 
a new lawyer. Dodov said she is 

not upset with Choate or her legal 
representation. “It’s all about the 
system. It’s nothing against the 
lawyer.”

Dodov said the lawsuit was 
an avenue toward getting the 
heli-skiing industry to strengthen 
its safety standards. The couple 
also launched a backcountry 
ski safety program and has 
aggressively pursued stiffer heli-
skiing laws and permitting in 
discussions with the Bureau 
of Land Management, Alaska 
Occupational Safety and Health 
department, Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources, and U.S. 
senators and congressmen.

“This was another way we 
tried,” Dodov said.

Natalia Dodov said she was 
naive to think that filing a 
lawsuit would result in a more 
complete investigation of Alaska 
Heliskiing’s operations and bring 
focus to heli-ski safety standards. 

The Dodovs claimed Alaska 
Heliskiing’s negligence led to 
their son’s death and that the 
company failed to properly assess 
snow conditions, failed to make a 
full disclosure of risk, marketed 
efforts emphasizing affordability 
(implying cost-cutting at the 
risk of safety), failed to exercise 
judgment required of a competent 
guide, failed to provide a second 
guide, failed to timely execute 
post-accident procedures and 
inadequately trained clients in 
avalanche search techniques.

Tim Lamb, an Anchorage-based 
attorney for Alaska Heliskiing, 
said he hoped the case would be 
dismissed but that he couldn’t 
address details because it’s 
officially active.  

“It’s truly sad. My heart goes 
out to the Dodovs, as does Alaska 
Heliskiing’s.  For everyone 
involved, it’s a tragedy,” Lamb 
said.

  

Randolph T. Williams Jr., 41, 
was found guilty Jan. 14 of eight 
counts of possession of child 
pornography on Nov. 19, 2012. 
Williams downloaded the pictures 
from a public-use computer at a 
downtown office. Williams was 
sentenced to 15 years in jail, 
$300 in fees, registration as a 
sex offender and seven years’ 
probation. 

Aaron J. Donnelly, 34, pleaded 
guilty Jan. 28 to violating a 
domestic violence protective order 
on Jan. 7. Donnelly twice called 

a woman who had a domestic 
violence protective order against 
him. The woman recorded the 
phone calls and forwarded them 
to the police. An officer contacted 
Donnelly, who admitted he called 
the woman. He was sentenced to 
20 days in jail and a $100 fee.

Dalton Huston, 23, pleaded 
guilty Feb. 5 to violating hunting 
seasons for brown bears on Aug. 
10. Huston shot a sow and two 
cubs near his residence at 7 Mile 
Haines Highway when they were 
getting into his trash pile. Huston 
was sentenced to 90 days in jail, 
$10,900 in fines, a $100 fee, two 
years’ probation and two years of 
hunting license revocation.

Morgan E. Hebert, 29, pleaded 
guilty Jan. 28 to reckless driving 
on July 17. A caller reported a 
vehicle rolled over near .25 Mile 
Porcupine Road. The vehicle 
was abandoned and had alcohol 
containers scattered around it. 
Troopers had the vehicle towed. 
They found the vehicle belonged 
to Hebert and attempted to contact 
him. Hebert called troopers when 
he returned to the scene and found 
his vehicle was missing. Troopers 

contacted Hebert 1.5 miles from 
the crash site and cited him for 
reckless driving. Hebert was 
sentenced to three days in jail, 24 
hours of community service, a $50 
fee, 30-day license revocation, 
alcohol screening and one year 
probation.

John Lee Wilson, 62, pleaded 
guilty to driving without a valid 
operator’s license on Jan. 27. 
An officer pulled Wilson over 
near 2 Mile Haines Highway and 
found Wilson’s license had been 
suspended. Wilson was sentenced 
to a $500 fine, a $50 fee and one 
year probation.

Eli William Phillips, 61, pleaded 
guilty Jan. 27 to permitting an 
unauthorized person to drive on 
Oct. 14. Troopers pulled Phillips’ 
grandson over for speeding near 
Small Tracts Road. Phillips’ 
grandson did not have a valid 
driver’s license but said Phillips 
had given him permission to 
drive the truck. When troopers 
contacted Phillips, he admitted he 
knew his grandson didn’t have a 
license but gave him permission to 
drive the vehicle anyway. Phillips 
was sentenced to a $250 fine and 
$50 fee.

Charles “Chuck” Belaski, an 
engineer who maintained rocket-
tracking radar and stalked salmon 
in the Chilkoot River, died Dec. 
11 from complications of Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease. 

Belaski spent summers here 
since 1994. He was 77.

Belaski grew up in Fulton, 
N.Y. He joined the U.S. Air Force 
at age 18 and spent 20 years in 
the service, working in radar, 
including at King Salmon Air 
Force Base. 

After the military, he went to work 
for three defense contractors on the 
Eastern Range, a string of mainland 
and island-based radar sites 
between Florida’s Cape Canaveral 
and remote Ascension Island in the 
South Atlantic Ocean. The sites 
track Air Force-launched military 
missiles and NASA spacecraft 
shot from Florida, checking their 
trajectory after liftoff. 

“ H e  w a s  a n  e x p e r t  o n 
building and maintaining radar 
installations. Also, there was a 
lot of retrofitting involved, as 
technology improved. He was 
always going down to do upgrades 
(at radar sites) along the range,” 
son Eric Belaski of Denver, Colo. 
said this week.

Belaski was a scuba diver and 
instructor who dove with the 
famed research ship Calypso 

when it came to Ascension Island. 
“He found a lot of artifacts and 
shipwreck stuff on Ascension. 
He was an accomplished diver. 
He took it to the next level,” Eric 
Belaski said, filling his house 
with old bottles and pottery he 
recovered from wrecks.

Belaski said his father wanted 
to live in Alaska and drove around 
the state checking out towns 
before deciding on Haines in 
1994. About six years later, he 
finished building a house near 9 
Mile Lutak Road. He’d arrive in 
March and stay through October, 
enjoying fishing, crabbing and 
shrimping.

Nishan Weerasinghe got to 

know Belaski when working at 
Lutak Lumber, while Belaski was 
building a house. “Every time I 
was out (Lutak Inlet), I’d stop by 
and say hi. His house was always 
open to visitors. If he knew you, 
you were always invited to stop 
in,” Weerashinghe said. 

Scott Duke, a resident of 
Yellowknife, N.W.T., who comes 
to Haines each fall to fish, said 
Belaski was “one of the kindest 
and most gracious men I’ve ever 
met.” Besides welcoming him 
to town, Belaski shared tips for 
fishing in Chilkoot River. “He 
could pull coho out of that river 
when no one else ever could.  He 
always used to say, ‘Well, it’s too 
wet to plow, and I can’t dance, so 
I might as well fish.’”

Eric Belaski said his father 
enjoyed building and fixing 
things, and helping others. At 
his home in Cocoa Beach, Fla., 
Belaski enjoyed yard work and 
traveled back to New York State to 
hunt turkey and deer. “He always 
had to be keeping busy.” 

B e l a s k i  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y 
his daughters Paula, Corinne 
and Michelle of Florida; son 
E r i c  B e l a s k i  o f  D e n v e r, 
s i x  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d 
t w o  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
 As per his wishes, Belaski’s 
remains will be spread on the 
Chilkoot River in a family 
ceremony in the spring. 

Belaski made friends, home at Lutak

Charles Belaski

Subscribe to the 
Chilkat 
Valley 
News

Local Subscriptions
$44.31
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Police report

POT from page 1

Monday, Feb. 8
 A motorist reported she pulled 
out in front of another vehicle on 
Main Street. She asked if the 
other driver called dispatch to 
report the incident that dispatch 
relay the driver’s phone number 
so she could apologize.
 A person repor ted two 
vehicles blocking snowplow 
access at the Small Boat Harbor. 
Dispatch tried to contact the 
owners.
 A Deishu Drive resident 
reported a juvenile entering an 
apartment in the senior housing 
building. An officer spoke with 
the caller and determined no 
crime had been committed.
 A caller reported the snow 
berm near the intersection of 
Third Avenue and the Haines 
Highway was too h igh to 
safely see over for oncoming 
traffic. State road crews were 
notified.
 An out-of-state caller reported 
he had been threatened via 
phone by a Haines resident. An 
officer spoke with the caller and 

the alleged suspect. No crime 
was committed.
 Traffic stops resulted in a 
warning for failure to stop at a 
stop sign and speeding.
Sunday, Feb. 7
 A caller repor ted a plow 
truck had pulled off the manhole 
cover near the intersection of 
FAA Road and Battle Road. 
Water and sewer personnel were 
advised.
Saturday, Feb. 6
 A 911 caller asked for help 
dealing with an intoxicated 
man creating a disturbance 
at a downtown bar. An officer 
responded, calmed the man 
down and took him home.
 A woman repor ted  her 
brother borrowed her vehicle 
and wouldn’t  return i t . An 
off icer spoke with the two 
people and determined it was 
a civil matter.
 A local air freight business 
asked dispatch to advise a health 
care business of a perishable 
package that needed to be 
picked up.

Friday, Feb. 5
 A business owner near the 
intersection of 1 Mile Haines 
Highway and Jones Point Road 
reported a jewelry set worth 
$125 had been taken during 
business hours. An officer met 
with the owner and initiated a 
theft case.
 A Fourth Avenue resident 
asked police to conduct a 
welfare check on a man who 
hadn’t come to work for five days. 
The person said the man had 
been buying a lot of alcohol and 
didn’t appear to have heat in the 
house. An officer responded and 
determined no one was home. 
The officer contacted one of the 
man’s relatives, who said the 
man was fine.
 A caller asked police to help 
her son with a behavioral issue. 
An officer spoke with the caller 
and offered parenting advice.
Thursday, Feb. 4
 A caller reported a vehicle with 
expired license plates parked 
near a senior housing complex. 
An officer was advised. The 

was dialed back, a school 
employee answered and said 
the call was made from a hallway 
phone near the pool. School 
staff said they would check to 
see which students were in the 
hallway at the time.
 A caller reported a vehicle in 
the Chilkat Center parking lot 
with its lights flashing for over 
two hours. An officer responded 
and found the vehicle, but its 
lights weren’t flashing. The 
officer found the vehicle owner, 
who said the dog might have 
stepped on the flasher switch.
Tuesday, Feb. 2
 A  pe rson  repor ted  an 
unlocked door at a business 
near the intersection of Third 
Avenue and the Haines Highway. 
Responsible par t ies were 
notified.
 A Mud Bay Road resident 
reported a man claiming to be 
working for the U.S. Census 
was asking invasive questions. 
The caller was advised to make 
sure she asked for identification. 
An officer was advised.
 Troopers repor ted three 
vehicles in the road on Second 
Avenue. It looked like one vehicle 
may have slid into another. 
An officer responded but the 
vehicles had left.
 A caller reported his vehicle 
had broken down on Front 
Street. An officer responded 
and reported it was in the traffic 
lane. The officer contacted the 
man and said he had to move 
the vehicle, which he did.
 A n  a n o ny m o u s  c a l l e r 
reported they were concerned 
for the safety of a person driving 
a vehicle with a broken taillight. 
An officer checked the driver and 
vehicle information.

officer checked the registration 
and found it was registered 
through 2016.
 A Third Avenue business 
owner reported a vehicle had 
been left in his parking lot for four 
days. He said he gave the driver 
permission to park it there for 
one day. An officer was unable 
to locate the vehicle’s owner. The 
officer told the man since the car 
was on private property he could 
have it towed.
Wednesday, Feb. 3
 A Battle Road caller reported 
someone walking around his 
yard was making the dogs bark. 
He didn’t see the person, but 
saw footprints in the snow. An 
officer responded but didn’t find 
anyone in the area. The officer 
said the prints appeared to be 
old.
 A person reported a vehicle 
parked on Main Street for several 
hours. The person called four 
minutes later to say the vehicle 
had been moved.
 Dispatch received a 911 
hang-up call. When the number 

businesses. It also passed a separate 
ordinance banning pot smoking in 
bars, clubs and enclosed spaces 
where food is sold.

 Chamber executive director 
Schnabel said she would rather 
the chamber hold public forums 
on the issue – not the borough 
assembly. People tend to be 
intimidated by government, and 
might feel more comfortable 
expressing their opinions in a 
different venue, she said.

  Legalization was a citizen 
initiative that should be driven by 
the people, Schnabel said. “This 
is a citizen-driven topic. It is not a 
government, bureaucratic topic,” 
she said.

 Mulford is tentatively planning 
an agriculture summit for April 
20, which will focus on Haines’ 

larger agriculture industry as well 
as the opportunities for growing 
marijuana. The question will go to 
the chamber’s board of directors 
March 6. 

 “All of this is arguable. There 
are still some individuals (in the 
community) and on our board that 
are very passionately against it,” 
Mulford said.

  Chamber board member Stan 
Mazeikas said he is not in favor of 
the chamber getting involved. “I 
was one of those that was against 
it, so I’m not looking forward to 
it,” Mazeikas said.

 H o w  t h e  b o r o u g h  a n d 
chamber’s efforts might work 
together or overlap is unclear.

 Borough manager Sosa recently 
directed staff to recommend 
adjustments to code, including 

potential zoning, land use and 
enforcement changes. For example, 
will marijuana be allowed to be 
sold only in certain zones, like 
commercial or industrial zones? 
How far could a dispensary be 
from a school? How does personnel 
policy need to be adjusted to account 
for driving under the influence, 
since all employees can drive the 
borough vehicles?

 “It’s going to be a lengthy 
process,” Sosa said. 

 Assembly member George 
Campbell said he opposes bringing 
marijuana sales and production to 
Haines, but acknowledged it’s his 

responsibility to listen to residents 
and carry out what they want.

 “I  don’t  want  i t  in  our 
community. I don’t want to 
deal with it. But as an assembly 
member, the people wanted it,” 
Campbell said. “Let the people 
talk. They voted for it and they 
need to get involved, because if 
you leave it up to fuddy-duddys 
like me, I am going to say ‘OK, 
that’s fine, but you can only have 
it here and here.’ So let the people 
get involved with this, because 
they’re not going to like what I 
say.”

Alaska Department of Transportation 
& Public Facilities  - Southcoast Region
PUBLIC NOTICE 

SEASONAL VEHICLE WEIGHT 
RESTRICTIONS

Issue Date: February 6, 2015

This notice is to remind the public and the trucking industry that 
seasonal weight/load restrictions will be imposed soon by the 
Department on its highway system for all vehicles over 10,000# 
GVW. These annual weight restrictions are intended to reduce 
roadway damage caused by heavy vehicles traveling on highways 
weakened during spring thawing conditions. The weight 
restrictions are stated as a percentage of legal allowable weight 
and shall be applied to the maximum axle loading in accordance 
with 17 AAC 25.013(e).

These annual restrictions are very dependent upon weather, local 
soil conditions, and frost depth, but usually occur between late 
February and May each year for Southeast Alaska. Since these 
limitations may reduce the allowable gross vehicle weight by as 
much as 50%, it would be advisable to transport as much freight as 
possible prior to the above dates. All State routes may be subject 
to seasonal weight restrictions.

When imposed, or modified, these restrictions will be posted on the 
DOT&PF Division of Measurement Standards and 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement webpage. 

This can be found at: 
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/mscve/main.cfm. 
    •  Click the “Weight Restrictions” link along the lower right side    
        of the page
    •  Click the and then “Active Public Notices”
    •  Choose the latest Southeast Region listing to view the current 
       version of our posted seasonal weight restriction notices.

The Department of Public Safety and MSCVE officers will be 
enforcing these restrictions.

Issued by: 
      Greg Patz, Southcoast Region Maintenance Superintendent
      E-mail: greg.patz@alaska.gov
      Phone: 907-465-1784 
      Fax:     907-465-2021

Publish on February 12, 2015
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So let me show you how State Farm can help protect all the 
things that matter most – for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Build a bundle.
Save a bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life for big State Farm® 
discounts.

1203025 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK  99801
Bus: 907-789-3127
malia@juneausf.com

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$250/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

Un-Classified Ads
QUANTUM-TOUCH HEALING, 

Level 1 Workshop. Learn 
simple and effective healing 
techniques to  he lp  wi th 
physical, mental and emotional 
condi t ions in  th is  2-day 
workshop. Held in Whitehorse, 
Yukon. Dates are April 25 
& 26, 2015 (9:30 to 5:00). 
Cost is $350.00. Call Alison at 
867.335.0078 or email me at 
elementalholistictherapies@
l i v e . c o m  w w w .
elementalholistictherapies.ca. 
(6-13)

H O S P I C E  O F  H A I N E S  i s 
seeking a manager for this 
year’s Gala Rummage Sale. 
This is a short-term contract 
that requires high energy, 
organization skills, people 
skills (up to 60 volunteers), 
and a commitment to the 
hospice mission. It requires 
approximately 40 hours of 
prep and planning time and 
a 40-hour commitment on the 
weekend of May 1-3, 2015. The 
contract wage is negotiable. For 
more information, call Beth, 
907 723-4637. (4cb)

MOSEYS CANTINA for lease or 
sale. Lease the building and 
apartment and start your own 
restaurant. Many possibilities! 
Let’s talk! 435-772-5192. (4-7b)

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD: 
Treelength, truckload quantities. 
867-634-2311. dimoktimber@
gmail.com. www.dimoktimber.
com.(33cb)

4 BR, 2 BA single family home.
Many improvements including 
all windows, extra insulation 
on outside walls, and new 
stainless steel appliances. 
Fenced in yard for kids or 
dogs or garden! Call 907-789-
5533 for showings. Listed by 
Prudential SE Alaska Real 
Estate. (2-9cb)

H A P P Y  B I RT H DAY  J o h n 
Schnabel! From friends you 
didn’t know you had. Best 
Wishes, Paul Taggar t and 
family, Lakeland Florida. Thank 
you Schnabel family, and 
Discovery Channel for sharing 
Mr. John with all of us. (6b)

COOK WANTED for Chilkat 
Bakery & Restaurant, b’fast 
& lunch, American food, part 
or full-time. 766-3653 or 303-
4548. (6cb)

TIME IS RUNNING OUT to buy 
a new Classic OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE f r om 
Central Boiler. Call today for 
more information and special 
pricing! Alaska Native Arts & 
Foods 907-766-2458 or 907-
303-0130. (6-8b)

DOWNTOWN FURNISHED studio 
apartment for rent. $600/mo + 
electric. 907-314-0411. (44cb)

HEALING FAMILIES w/natural 
plant medicines @ Haines 
library. Doterra essential oils. 
Tuesday 5:15pm. Thursday 
5:15pm. Sunday 3pm. FREE 
personal consultat ions & 
events. Questions? Text  or 
call Joshua 910-987-2369. (6p)

NOTICE OF POSITION VACANCY 
The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a Special 
Education Teacher.  Closes March 
4th, or until filled.  Please contact 
Ashley at 766-6725 or ashley@
hbsd.net for more information. 
(5,6b)
INTERESTED IN PERFORMING 
at the Northern Light Showcase 
this year? Contact the arts council 
at 766-3056 or 766-3356 by 
March 1.

Support Haines,
 Shop Locally!

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska

(907) 766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

16  -1 0 0
19  -2 0 0
19  0 0 0
19  2 0 0
2  -7 0 0
2  -7     0 0.3
5  -3 0 1.5

Sponsored 
in part by

Day Date        High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date          High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Feb 3
Feb 4 
Feb 5
Feb 6
Feb 7
Feb 8
Feb 9

21  4      0 0
28  5      0 0
20  8 0 0
4  4       0 Trace
4  -5      0        7.0
9  -4     0       6.0
18         2      0 0

Local Weather
In Town Dalton Cache Border Station

Snow on ground: 14 inches

Feb 3
Feb 4 
Feb 5
Feb 6
Feb 7
Feb 8
Feb 9

Long distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

Snow on ground: 32 inches

 OPEN 

8 AM - 5 PM 
Monday - Saturday

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Lutak Lumber
      Hardware

766-2700, 3162 fax

Mechanic on 
duty by appt.

766-2869
Hours:

M-F  10-4

Canal Marine & Auto

Wed-Sat 9am-5:30pm
766-2437

Service and Repair
Snow Machines, Snow 

Th rowers & Monitor and 
Toyo Stoves.

In-store specials!

      St. Michael 
           & All Angels

Episcopal Church

Holy Communion
10:30 Sundays 

in the Chilkat Center Lobby
Please join us for lessons, prayers and fi ne music.

Rev’d Jan Hotze, Vicar
766-3041

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HEATED

Storage Units
Available

Haines Heated Storage

766-3218

Klondike Chiropractic, LLC 
                                & Massage

Dr. Christopher 
Thorgesen, D.C.

225 Main Street    766-3555

M-F 9-6

 Interior, 
Ground-Floor 
Units Available

           Now!
   Storage & Warehouse
   Interior & Exterior Storage 766-2130

Have a fun 
   Valentines 
   Day!

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-4  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply

Stormin Norman
907-723-4848

Forgot your web for next 
summer? Momoi web in 
stock SH-15 & UR-19  is  
going fast! Call now for 

sizes still available.

Houlberg
Plumbing & Heating, LLC.

Plumbing & Heating Services
Commercial & Residential Mechanical Contractor

767-5693
~Serving the Valley since 1994~

Get the 
word out 

through the 

Business 
Directory
Only $15.00 
per square

per week

766-2688
cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Pet of the Week

111 2nd Ave. Haines • 10 - 5  M-Sat • 766-2876

SALE
Happy Valentine’s Day

14% off Storewide 
2/12/15 thru 2/14/15

(existing sale items and non-profi t items exluced)
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CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460

2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Race Realty is an Independently Owned and 
Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

Corporation.

Caroline’s Closet
Ladies
Night!

     Thurs Feb 12th 4-5pm
                    Stop by & fill out a Valentines 
                    wish list card so the man in your 
  life can come pick out something you LOVE!

Get 20% off one item of your choice! &

25% off Lingerie & Intimates 
thru Valentine’s Day

12 - 6 pm Tuesday - Saturday

POLICE from page 1

Andrew Cardella

`

Harbor Bar
Mon - Fri open @ 4pm, Weekends open @ noon

Open 7 days a week 

Karaoke  Thursday @ 9pm

766-2442

POKER Wednesday Night

Blackheart Party Friday, Events start @ 9pm

766-2444

Serving Lunch & Dinner Mon-Fri, 12-8pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, Sat & Sun, 8am-8pm

VALENTINES DAY SPECIAL
Prime rib, twice-baked potato with specially cut asparagus, 

squash and zuchinni. A white chili with shicken soup 
and for dessert a freshly made peach cobbler.

“Turn from evil and do good; 
  seek peace and pursue it.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm 34:14

Happy Valentines Day!

Roses are red, violets are blue, 
we have Yankee Candles 

                       on sale just for you!

on a Division 1 team at Rutgers 
University. He practiced three 
times a day, competed and studied 
for a year and a half before a 
quarter-life crisis set in. “I realized 
that I didn’t want my life to be 
entirely about wrestling.” 

 He headed west to Colorado, 
drawn by memories of family 
road trips to the Catskills and 
Adirondacks and reports of bigger 
mountains within biking distance 
of the Boulder campus. 

 He took to hiking and trail 
running, joined a community 
service group, and made friends 
with other  musicians.  His 
keyboard skills took him on a wild 
ride at the end of his sophomore 
year, touring the mid-Atlantic 
states with an alternative metal 
band. Though they barely broke 
even, realizing his dream of going 
on tour tempted Cardella to pursue 
a traveling musician’s life. 

 “That was it for me. I came 
home and was like, ‘Dad, I don’t 
want to go back to college.’ I was 
having so much fun.” 

 He didn’t enjoy school but  
stuck it out, earning a degree in 
psychology with a certificate in 
elementary education. During 
one summer he also hiked the 
Appalachian Trail  solo, an 
experience he called “a big part 
of my life.”

 “It’s a good experience to be in 
your own head for four months, 
walking 20 miles a day and seeing 
the world at two miles an hour, 
meeting wacky people… and 
seeing different outlooks. People 
who are drawn to do that are those 
who are looking for something 
bigger,” he said.

 In the last two years of college, 
Cardella found balance with 
wrestling as assistant then head 
coach of a club team.

 “I was very much a student of 
wrestling. I thought a lot about it 
and I picked my coaches’ brains,” 
Cardella said. “I learned from a lot 
of different perspectives,” he said, 
which was helpful in developing 
his own coaching style.

 Haines wrestling coach Dennis 
Durr said the local teams are 
fortunate to have Cardella’s 
technical skills and positive 
attitude.

 “He’s like an encyclopedia 
for wrestling. You can ask him 
anything and he knows how to 
do it 10 different ways. He knows 
how to do it well and he knows 
how to teach it,” Durr said. “The 
kids respond to him well.”

 Cardella’s enthusiasm for 
learning and enjoyment of people 
have taken him far.

 In Italy he discovered the 
Sicilian dialect he learned from 
his grandparents was not the same 
as most Italian, but he sorted it 

out, then went to Argentina to 
learn Spanish. Words flow quickly 
there, he found, but he was able 
to learn the language through 
subsequent trips to Nicaragua, 
Spain, Mexico and Colombia. 
Friends came easily through 
volunteer work or walking around 
with a guitar.

 Between t ravel  seasons 
Cardella learned rafting from river 
guides at Chilkat Guides, leading 
to a Grand Canyon expedition 
last year. The trip included other 
musicians with lots of time for 
playing, inspiring him to make 
music a bigger part of his life. 

 He formed the local band The 
God Particle after returning to 
Haines last spring. “I knew who I 
wanted to be in the band and they 
all said yes. It was like a dream 
come true,” he said.

 Cardella, Tully Devine, Tim 
Hockin and Eric Holle now 
regularly perform songs with 
sounds from Africa, Western and 
Eastern Europe, Central and South 
America and their own unique 
backgrounds.

 When Cardella approached 
bassist Devine last year, he said 

they weren’t going to play the 
usual cover tunes. “He wanted to 
do a wide range of stuff. I dig it,” 
Devine said. That variety makes 
the music interesting for the band 
and the audience.

“He has good, creative ideas,” 
said banjo and fiddle player Holle. 
“I’ve been introduced to a lot of 
stuff I probably would never have 
heard otherwise.”

 Cardella’s musical versatility 
helps in his role as host of the 
weekly open mic downtown, 
where he improvises with others 
to keep the show going.

 That collaborative, energetic 
spirit recently resulted in a new 
cardio and strength training 
c i rcu i t  c lass  a t  Body  IQ. 
Learning about the body in 
an EMT course last spring led 
to his job with Hartman, who 
supported the new class idea 
when it arose in mid-January.

Cardella said opportunities like 
that make Haines a place he wants 
to live. “Anything you want to do 
is very possible to do. It’s a good 
life here. It’s easy to grow (and) 
to find a spot in the community.”

 

chief with a thorough assessment 
and provided a way forward 
with established benchmarks for 
evaluation. Unfortunately, this did 
not occur and the level of turnover 
on the force has been such that an 
internal review has been difficult.”

 The assessment also ensures 
the department is operating to 
best standards and guards against 
liability, Sosa said.

 Russell Consulting is the 
same firm former manager Mark 
Earnest recommended hiring in 
March 2013 amidst complaints 
about former police chief Gary 
Lowe’s behavior. The assembly 
took no action on Earnest’s 
recommendation.

 Police chief Musser said he 
is requesting the assessment to 
identify areas of strength and 
weakness in the department 
to better direct and plan for 
improvement .  The  rev iew 
also will allow him to gauge 
whether his understandings of the 
department priorities are on track, 
he said.

 M u s s e r ’ s  o n e - y e a r 
probationary period ends Feb. 27. 
Sosa said the external review is not 
about Musser’s job performance.

 “This is about public safety 
and public security. There are 
challenges with public safety in 
Haines that go back years and 
that will take time to correct. My 
personal belief is that in the past, 
previous managers were not 
focused on the department and 
failed to exercise managerial 
responsibility for the chief and the 
department,” Sosa said. 

 Assembly member George 
Campbell said he believes the 
probationary period’s expiration 
is what likely triggered the 
external review idea. “I think 
the fact that the probationary 
period was up was how (Sosa) got 
onto this consultant. Honestly, it 
sounds like a fair way to judge,” 
Campbell said. 

  Campbell said he thinks having 
an objective eye on the department 
is a good idea.

 “I can’t name a person in our 
community that I would trust to 
say this is how to fix the police 
department. Everyone in the 
community has an axe to grind 
with the police,” Campbell said. 

 “The community is not happy 
right now,” he added. “They 
haven’t been happy for a long 
time, but there have been some 
issues that are causing mistrust in 
our community.”

 Campbell pointed to the recent 
spate of vehicle thefts and break-
ins as sources of community 
unrest and dissatisfaction with the 
department. The lack of charges 
and convictions doesn’t sit well 
with people, he said, but the 

external assessment might help 
identify why cases aren’t moving 
ahead.

 “Are we not getting convictions 
because the police aren’t doing 
their job well enough, or are we 
not getting convictions because 
the district attorney is not doing 
their job enough? That’s one of the 
questions that needs to be asked,” 
he said. “Obviously, doing what 
we’ve been doing isn’t working.” 

 Sosa said he believes Musser 
has addressed problems in the 
department, but there’s still room 
for improvement. The manager, 
assembly and public safety 
commission also have roles to 
play in ensuring public safety, 
he said. The public is also a key 
participant. 

 “For our community to function 
effectively, the public should be 
aware of the law, obey the law – 
all of it, not just the elements they 
agree with – assist our officers and 
our department, and communicate 
their concerns. In some members 
of our community, this is not 
happening. In a community of 
this size, it is impossible for many 
residents, among them residents 
with no likelihood for committing 
crime, to not know who our 
criminals are. We all know that 
knowing and proving are two 
different things and it will take a 
willingness to come forward on 
the part of residents to address 
these issues,” Sosa said. 

 According to the proposal 
submitted by Russell Consulting’s 
president Greg Russell, the 
assessment would take about 
seven to eight weeks to complete 
and consist of 125 hours of work. 
The company’s work would be 
billed at $175 per hour.  

 If approved, the $22,000 would 
come from the townsite general 
fund, which has a balance of $1.5 
million, Sosa said. 

 He added that “in reality, an 
assessment like this should be 
completed every two to three 
years to ensure that the department 
is focused on its mission and to 
guard against liability.”

 The $22,000 for the assessment 
is bundled into a larger budget 
amendment ordinance set for 
a public hearing at the Feb. 24 
assembly meeting.


