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HIGHWAY ROLLOVER -- Emergency personnel, including Chuck Mitman, at right with radio, 
respond to the rollover of a 1996 GEO Tracker at 28.5 Mile Haines Highway March 1. The 17-year-
old driver of the vehicle lost control after hitting a patch of ice, according to state troopers. He was 
unhurt. Damage was estimated at $1,500. Billy Abercrombie photo.
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Poker Run
a winner
for rookie

SEABA guide dies,
2 injured on cornice

Reporter Eileen McIver, left, and sister Kerry McIver.

See SEABA page 9

By Karen Garcia
A 34-year-old guide was killed 

and two clients were injured in a 
March 3 backcountry heli-skiing 
accident near Haines.  

Christian Arcadio Cabanilla, a 
guide for Haines-based Southeast 
Alaska Backcountry Adventures 
(SEABA), died Sunday after an 
accident in the upper Kicking 
Horse drainage on a ridge near 
Garrison Glacier, said state trooper 
spokesperson Megan Peters.

The two injured skiers were 
transported to Bartlett Regional 
Hospital in Juneau with non-life 
threatening injuries. One was sent 
on to Harborview Medical Center 
in Seattle.

A helicopter dropped the 
five-person party – consisting 
of Cabanilla, a SEABA guide, 
and three clients – on the ridge 
at about 5,800 feet, then took 
off and remained nearby. As the 
skiers traveled along a ridgeline 
toward a descent point, they heard 
a loud “whomp” sound and snow 
collapsed under them, Peters said.

Everyone but the guide fell 
down the ridge an estimated 600 to 
1,000 feet, Peters said. She added 
the guide “narrowly escaped 
falling down the mountain as 
well.”

C a b a n i l l a  w a s  f o u n d 
unconscious and taken to the 
Haines airport. Fire and ambulance 
crews responded and transported 
Cabanilla to the Haines clinic, 
where he was pronounced dead.

Police dispatch received the 
emergency call at about 12:43 
p.m.; troopers were notified at 
about 1:13 p.m.

A press  re lease  sent  by 
SEABA co-owner Nick Trimble 
said the accident “appears to 
have been caused by a massive 
cornice failure.” A cornice is an 
overhanging edge of snow on a 
ridge or crest of a mountain.

SEABA was able to affect its 
own rescue, as the helicopter was 
still nearby, Peters said. Trooper 
Sgt. Timothy Birt said in an 
interview Monday another ski 
group was also in the area and 
responded.

Peters said the group was on 
a guided trip and Cabanilla had 
guided for SEABA in the past, 
but he was not acting in a guiding 
capacity at the time of the accident.

Birt said he would not release 
any names besides Cabanilla’s 
because the other four skiers 
didn’t die and weren’t arrested. 
Peters added, “We are not 
releasing the other names of 
those involved because we did 
not perform the rescue and those 
involved are witnesses in our death 
investigation (and troopers do not 
release the names of witnesses).”

That’s an apparent change from 
a fatal heli-skiing accident last 
March, when troopers released 
names, ages and hometowns of 
skiers involved in the incident. 

An autopsy will be conducted 
by the medical examiner, Birt 
said. Whether a drug test will be 
included will be the examiner’s 
decision, the trooper said. 

Cabanilla’s body was flown out 
of Haines Monday evening.

Birt traveled to Haines from 

By Karen Garcia
The March 2012 deaths of a 

heli-ski guide and client near 
Haines are profiled in a film 
currently making the rounds on 
the festival circuit in the Lower 
48.

From mid-February to mid-
March 2012, filmmaker Ben 
Clark skied and interviewed staff 
and clients of Haines-based heli-
ski operator Alaska Heliskiing. 
The result of Clark’s time here is 
“The Alaskan Way,” a one-hour 
documentary film billed as raising 
the question, “Is living the dream 
worth risking it all?”

The opening scene features 
footage and radio communication 
recorded March 13, 2012, when an 
avalanche killed Alaska Heliskiing 
guide Rob Liberman and client 
Nick Dodov near the west side of 
Takhin Ridge.

“Rob...Rob...do you copy?” 
a voice crackles over the radio. 
“I need you to get on Rob’s 
frequency right now and get me a 
count ASAP.”

The film was profiled in a 

Tuesday New York Times story 
about risk, death and grief in 
extreme winter sports.  

Clark, in addition to summiting 
Mount Everest a decade ago, has 
guided, skied and climbed all 
over the world. In an interview 
with the Chilkat Valley News this 
week, Clark said that while heli-
skiing here he witnessed a higher 
tolerance for risk than he has seen 
in other places.

Clark also said he was “not 
surprised” by the death of heli-ski 
guide Christian Cabanilla here 
Sunday. Cabanilla worked for 
Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures (SEABA), one of 
three local heli-ski firms. Clark 
didn’t ski with SEABA, a company 
that in May said it was reviewing 
safety procedures following the 
March 13 deaths.   

In addition to observing a major 
cornice collapse and other close 
calls on the peaks during his time 
in Haines, Clark said avalanches 
were commonplace and guides 

Film features story of
extreme skiing, risks

By Eileen McIver
I don’t know what a royal flush 

is, but my sister, a friend and I 
threw into Saturday’s Poker Run 
at 26 Mile anyway. All I needed 
was a snowmachine and $5 for 
the pot.

 The Chilkat Snowburners have 
been hosting the recreational ride 
for about 40 years, nearly as long 
as the group’s been around, said 
Chris Brooks, one of the event’s 
main organizers. “It’s really, 
really encouraging to see people 
who haven’t been on sleds,” 
Brooks said.

 My previous snowmachine 
experience amounted to riding 
one about the length of a driveway, 
but I didn’t share that with event 
volunteer George Campbell, 
who graciously loaned us two 
machines, helmets and goggles.

 As the day was the first sunny, 
clear one in weeks, I cringed at 
wearing the massive black helmet 
I was handed.

 “All right, this is the gas and 
this is the brake,” Campbell said, 
gesturing toward each. “This is 
the emergency button. You would 
press this, for example, if (the 
machine) flips over on top of you.” 
The helmet was definitely staying 
on.

 Campbell said the second and 
third most important things to 
remember about snowmachining 
were not sticking out your legs 
and not stopping on an uphill. 
The single, most important thing 
I immediately forgot.

 It didn’t seem particularly 
pressing, though, as my machine 
didn’t want to start.

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough manager Mark 

Earnest reported Tuesday the 
results of his investigation into 
complaints made from within the 
police department against chief 
Gary Lowe. 

 Earnest told the assembly he 
received a complaint from an 
employee within the department 
and subsequently conducted 
m u l t i p l e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h 
officers and dispatch personnel 
to investigate. The interviews 
yielded “suggestions, ideas and 
concerns” about Lowe’s behavior, 
but Earnest didn’t elaborate on the 
nature of the various concerns. 

 “What’s emerged from this 
process is we’ve identified some 
areas we’ll be working together 
on to improve,” Earnest said.

 However,  in terviews by 
the Chilkat Valley News after 
Tuesday’s meeting indicated 
several of the assembly members 
were and are still unaware of the 
specifics of the original complaint. 
“Basically what we heard last 
night was the first I heard of any 
of it, outside of what I saw in the 
paper,” said assembly member 
Steve Vick.

 “It was new to me last night,” 
assembly member Jerry Lapp said 
in an interview this week. “I think 
it was right for (Earnest) to make 
us aware of it, and after we have 
some more discussion of it, we 
will look at what the best course 
of action is to take. But we need 
to find out more information. We 
didn’t have all the information.”

 Vick said he planned to request 

a copy of the complaint, as it is the 
assembly’s responsibility as the 
chief’s “boss” to ensure the matter 
is being dealt with. “We are the 
people who hire and fire the chief 
and without knowing the details 
of the complaint, we don’t know 
if it’s being handled as thoroughly 
as it should be,” he said.

 According to his contract, 
Lowe is supervised by Earnest, but 
works at the will of the assembly.

 At Tuesday’s meeting, Lowe 
requested that assembly discussion 
of the complaint be held in public 
instead of executive session.

 Lowe gave his account of 
the issue behind the original 
complaint and said it stemmed 
from a Feb. 15 discussion with an 

Manager reports on police chief
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Thursday, March 7 
 Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
 Burger Night, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion.
 Gardeners ‘Meeting, hosted by Takshanuk 
Watershed Council. 6 to 8 p.m. at the library.
 Bingo Night, 6:30 p.m. at the American 
Legion Hall following the Burger Feed. 
Sponsored by Haines Chamber of Commerce.
 Open Gym Basketball, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in 
the high school gym. Same time Tuesday.
Friday, March 8
  Scholastic Book Fair, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
school library. Continues through March 14.
 First and Second Grade School Presenta-
tions, 11 a.m. at the museum.
 Teen Drop-in Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m. Public 
Health Nurse available to answer questions on 
topics important to teen health, including con-
traception. Confidential and safe  environment. 
Every Friday. 766-3300.
 After-school Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library. Also Mondays 
and Wednesdays.
 Fourth Grade Fundraiser dinner, Thai 
take-out and bake sale. 5 to 7 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria.
 Chilkat Valley Historical Society Quarter-
ly meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the museum.
 AMSEA Man-over Practicum, 7 p.m. at the 
high school English room. Free to the public.
Saturday, March 9 
 AMSEA Drill Conductor class, 8 a.m. in the 
high school open english room. Free to com-
mercial fishermen and deckhands.    
 Women’s Fellowship meeting,  1 p.m. at the 
Port Chilkoot Bible Church. Childcare provid-
ed.
Sunday, March 10
 Daylight Savings Time ends. Set clocks 
ahead one hour at 2 a.m.
 AMSEA Drill Conductor class continues, 
8 a.m. at the small boat harbor. Free to the 
commercial fishermen and deckhands. 
 Open Gym, 4 to 6 p.m. in the high school 
gym.
Monday, March 11 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.

 Senior Exercises, 11:15 a.m. at the Senior 
Center. Same time Wednesday.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in 
the high school gym. Same time Wednesday.
Tuesday, March 12
 Haines Sportsmen’s Association meeting,  
6 p.m. at the firehall.
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
museum.
Wednesday, March 13
 Museum Walk and Talk, meet at 9 a.m. at 
the Sheldon Museum. 766-2366 
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting,  9:30 
a.m. in assembly chambers.
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at elementary school gym. 766-2152.
 Middle School Volleyball Fundraiser  
alfredo dinner and silent auction, 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the school cafeteria.
Thursday, March 14
 Haines Woman’s Club meeting,  5 p.m. at 
the library.
 “Farmageddon” movie presented by Haines 
We the People 6 p.m. at the library.
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers. 
Friday, March 15
 SAIL Annual Community Appreciation 
dinner. Chili dinner provided at 6 p.m. Chilkat 
Center lobby. RSVP by 5 p.m. March 13. 766-
3297.
 Early Dismissal at 2 p.m. and start of spring 
break at the Haines schools. No classes March 
18 through March 22.
Saturday,  March 16
 Library Book Club discusses “Love Medi-
cine”  3 p.m. at the public library.
Wednesday,  March 20
 Made in Alaska Workshop, noon to 6:30 
p.m. at the library. 907-272-5634 or email       
madeinalaska@anchoragemarkets.com to         
register for the workshop.
 Sheldon Museum Board of Trustees      
meeting, 1 p.m. at the museum.

Duly Noted
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Editorial
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By Sara Callaghan Chapell
Haines High School senior Jess 

Giddings traveled to Portland, 
Ore., to perform with the National 
Association for Music Education’s 
All Northwest mixed choir. The 
first alto was the only Haines 
performer among thousands of 
students who gathered for choral 
and instrumental concerts. There 
were 360 students in the mixed 
choir, and all students were 
required to memorize their music 
before the festival. They practiced 
for two days under the direction 
of a collegiate choir director. Jess 
said, “I really liked being exposed 
to so many different students. 
It was really cool to be with so 
many people who love music 
and take it seriously. It made me 
seriously consider pursuing music 
in college.”

 Friends will gather this Friday, 
March 8, to celebrate Marge 
Ward’s 90th birthday. The open 
house is at the Senior Center 
starting at 2 p.m. Marge’s daughter, 
Wendy Hogins, is coming up for 
the party from Juneau.

 Vince Hansen says church 
members and guests are invited 
to a St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Parishioners wore goofy hats and 
played games in the decorated 
church hall on Mardi Gras, Hansen 
said. 

 Bob and Mary Musseman 
have accepted a position to 
manage a 160-apartment senior 
independent care community in 
Sherman, Texas. They decided 
to stay south for the foreseeable 
future to be closer to Bob’s 
parents. Bob writes, “We do 

expect to return to Haines, we just 
don’t know when. It has been a 
very hard time for us because of 
our love for the people of Haines.” 
They hope to get up for a visit this 
summer. In the meantime, send 
them a note at their new address: 
3702 Loy Lake Rd., Sherman, 
Texas 75090.

 Don’t miss out on the Thai 
curry chicken take-out dinner 
prepared by Lilly Boron and the 
fourth grade class this Friday. 
Lilly is encouraging diners to 
email her their advance orders 
at lboron@hbsd.net, but walk-
ins are welcome. The dinner is 
$10 per plate and proceeds will 
go toward the class’ “Golden 
Circle” camping trip this spring. 
Fresh-baked desserts will also be 
available. Pick up your dinners at 
the home economics room at the 
school, 5-7 p.m.

 Ramona Holmes visited with 
Marge Matthews and Marge’s 
daughter and son-in-law, Patti 
and Mike Day, while in Boise, 
Idaho. Ramona says Marge 
“seems to be doing very well and 
adjusting to life in Boise. She is 
looking forward to starting some 
tomato plants soon.” Ramona and 
husband Frank will ferry up to 
Haines in early April.

 Darlene Bolick and Nancy 
Schnabel spent a month together 
in Phoenix, where the mother-
daughter team spent time outfitting 
the Schnabel’s new vacation 
house, and enjoying the sunshine 
together. Nancy arrived in Phoenix 
in time to see son Payson before 
he headed back to Flagstaff for his 
final semester at Northern Arizona 
University. Rather than relax in 

the desert together, however, they 
spent most of their time in urgent 
care after Payson was diagnosed 
with appendicitis and scheduled 
for surgery. Payson recovered 
quickly, and was back at school 
three days after the operation. 
Nancy’s husband Roger and son 
Parker came down for 10 days to 
visit Roger’s family and make a 
trip up to Flagstaff to see Payson. 
Nancy said a January cold snap 
saw Phoenix residents pulling out 
their mukluks, hats and scarves. 
“It was hysterical!”

 Michael Ford of Haines was 
chosen to speak on behalf of 

  
 Haines Borough Police Chief Gary Lowe this week told the borough 
assembly that I “threatened” him with negative coverage if he didn’t 
provide the newspaper with “confidential” police information. These 
are the facts:

 For about a decade, and until Lowe’s hire, news reporters collected 
items for the “police blotter” from a log of police calls kept at the 
station.

 Though sometimes mundane and even comic, the “blotter” provided 
citizens with important information regarding public safety, items such 
as a bear repeatedly getting into a dumpster at the Senior Center, a 
break-in on Union Street or phone scams targeting seniors.

 Under an informal agreement with the department, reporters 
removed names and wrote up “the blotter” in a way that didn’t identify 
victims of crimes, perpetrators or witnesses. The weekly report gave 
residents an overview of their business with police. There weren’t 
problems with the practice, according to former police chief Greg 
Goodman. 

 When Lowe was hired, he discontinued the practice of providing 
police reports. Instead, Lowe had dispatchers remove specific 
information from reports, providing a rewritten and “sanitized” version 
to the press. 

 Because items were so cleansed of facts to be almost meaningless – 
a recent item read “cash was reported stolen from a Haines Highway 
residence” – reporters instituted weekly meetings with Lowe to get 
details enough on the reports to make them useful to the public.

 This system was inefficient, costing the Haines Borough and the 
Chilkat Valley News time and money, as dispatchers were paid to 
remove facts from reports, and reporters were then paid to interview 
the chief to get facts back in. 

The system also led to errors, as it added three layers of interpretation 
to original reports – the first by the dispatcher, the second by the chief 
(who typically did not have first-hand information about the reports) 
and the third by the reporter.

 The Chilkat Valley News recently held meetings with Lowe, manager 
Mark Earnest and mayor Stephanie Scott, requesting a return to the 
system that existed prior to Lowe’s arrival, when reporters arrived at 
the police station and were handed the log of calls.

 Besides obvious inefficiencies with Lowe’s system, the newspaper 
made the request because we have strong evidence to believe that on 
Nov. 4, 2010, and Feb. 7, 2013, Lowe deliberately withheld or curtailed 
information from police reports as retribution against the newspaper 
for stories about the police department that he didn’t like.

 In a meeting last month attended by the borough manager, I 
told Lowe that if the issue were not resolved to our satisfaction, the 
newspaper might write a story about the matter. I told Lowe that if the 
quality of information the public gets about police matters has suffered, 
our readers deserved to know why.

 I hoped to resolve this matter outside of the newspaper columns. 
Lowe has decided otherwise.

 Lowe this week characterized our disagreement with his department 
as the reason behind coverage of complaints about him from within the 
police department. It’s not. The chief is responsible for public safety 
in most of the town. He supervises nine employees and oversees a 
$900,0000 budget. Concerns about his leadership are newsworthy, 
particularly ones originating from his staff.  

                                                                                        -– Tom Morphet

Heroes saved puppy caught in trap
 I want to tell you a story about heroes. A 3-month-old puppy got 

caught in a trap for 12 days in subzero to 14-below weather. She’s two 
toes lighter but into everything. I would like to thank Steve Vick and 
Tracy Mikowski at Haines Animal Rescue Kennel for their loving hearts 
and good deeds for all of us, two-legged or four.

 I also want to thank Southeast Veterinary Clinic for doing a great 
job and saving my baby. Thanks to Brian Clay at Bigfoot for coming 
to the aid of my family again and again. Thanks to Woody Pahl for 
transport and to everyone who had a care about my little bits.

                         Anney Shuder for Taffeta “Two Toes” Shuder 

 ‘People’ exhibit has room for more
 We are almost half through the run of the Sheldon Museum’s “People 

of the Chilkat Valley” biography exhibit. We thank those who have sent 
or brought in short biographies and photographs of people who have 
lived in this area or still live here.  There is room for more to be added 
to the exhibit and to the community’s historical record. This exhibit is 
funded in part by Chilkat Valley Community Foundation and Ripinsky, 
Sami Reindeer herder, and gold rush family historians who have used 
the archive. 

         Jerrie Clarke
                             Museum Director

Great value of father-daughter dance
 Thank you, Kim Sundberg, from one father who took the opportunity 

to participate in the father and daughter dance at the recent ballet 
recital. Bunches of flowers alone cannot convey the value of this family 
event. It is joyous and important for dads or those who shoulder their 
unique role in the family to validate the natural grace and beauty found 
in girls, and I believe that happened very effectively last weekend. I 
think the other fathers would agree that the ballet class allowed us 
to set the bar for our girls for how to treat a dance partner and how 
well men can treat women.  This activity is a treasure to participating 
families and to the community. Thank you for this treasure. I have three 
votes in favor of ballet next year.    

                       Scott Hansen
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South towards the sun, 
land for the garden, 

basement for the kids 
Deck for the BBQ, 
Garage for the car, 
What more, PRICE! 

$249,500

SOLD!

NEW!

Missed Opportunity, 

4 plus acres of land 

with lake frontage

Interested in 
sponsoring this space? 

Call us 766-2688

Kyle’s                                
        Corner

Kyle Fossman
UAA Seawolf

Sponsored by
   Charlie & Toni

Dewitt

 vs Montana State Billings Mar. 2
   UAA Won 71 - 69

   Pts: 9 
   Asst: 0     Reb: 5    Min: 34

(0-3 three-pointers)

The Seawolves upcoming games 
are against:
Central Washington, March 7

NOW HIRING!
Join the First National team as a full-time Teller.

Teller candidates need terrifi c customer service skills and must have six 
months of cash handling or customer service  experience.  If you are 

looking for great coworkers and 
excellent pay/benefi ts, apply online at www.FNBAlaskajobs.com. 

Starting pay $12.85/hr-DOE plus benefi ts. 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Attention IGA Shoppers
Howsers IGA Supermarket will not be selling cigarettes 
during the period of March 4 to March 23, as our privi-
lege to sell cigarettes and tobacco products will be sus-
pended for 20 days. This is a result of an error made last 
summer during a cigarette sting operation by the State 
Department of Revenue. We sincerely regret the situation 
and apologize for any inconvenience our customers ex-
perience. The good news is that Caroline’s Closet will be 
expanding to fi ll this need. Caroline’s Closet will be open 
the same hours as Howsers for the period of March 4 to 
23, open at 8:30 a.m., close at 7:30 p.m. Mon. to Sat., 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Thank you for your patronage.

Merchant missed golden opportunity
Mike Ward has missed a golden opportunity! By transferring his 

cigarette sales to Caroline’s Closet for the two weeks he will not be selling 
them at IGA, he just moves the sales to another “Howsers” venue and 
continues to enable teenage smokers. There might have been someone 
using this opportunity (to not be able to buy cigarettes at Howsers) as a 
message that it was time to quit smoking. Too bad. The revenues Howsers 
receives through cigarette sales are more than offset by the taxes paid 
to, in turn, pay for the high costs of medical care for smoking-related 
illnesses. A doctor once suggested that birth control pills should be 
sold over the counter and cigarettes by prescription only. Good advice. 
      Joan M. Snyder, retired public health nurse

Suggestion of intent unsupported
In answer to Mr. Norton’s letter in the Feb. 28 edition of the CVN. 

Norton feels free to state that the content of my letter uses words he 
believes are slimy. I cannot find evidence of this in my dictionary and 
for Mr. Norton, a teacher by profession, to use such words shows a little 
about his character. He also is geared up to include that my intent may 
be to support the oil companies. This is unsupported as I don’t recall 
taking a position of criticism or support of a tax beyond what is now 
in place and will not do so without a close look at what is in the issue 
if it comes up for vote or discussion.

 I do not believe Mr. Norton throws his permanent fund check in 
the stove even if it is made possible by the oil industry. I am sure he 
feels comfortable driving the paved streets of Haines. As a teacher, his 
compensation and 90 percent of the cost of education statewide come 
from oil revenue. There is no one in the state who doesn’t receive some 
benefit from the efforts of the oil companies.

Fisheries, mining, tourism and other income to the state could not 
begin to provide the amenities we have due to income from oil. Every 
barrel of oil produced in the United States lessens, by $80-$100, the 
payment to our enemies to fight us just as shown on Sept. 11, 2001. 
Before I take any position on oil tax, I would search for facts and, above 
all, I would put more faith in the members of our state government than 
I would in John Norton.

                                                                              John J. Schnabel 

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Police Chief 

Gary Lowe this week said Chilkat 
Valley News editor Tom Morphet 
threatened him personally after a 
discussion about the newspaper’s 
access to police call logs.

Lowe said he met Feb. 14 with 
Morphet, reporter Karen Garcia 
and manager Mark Earnest to 
discuss newspaper access to logs. 

Before Lowe was hired as 
chief, reporters had access to 
the logs for compilation of the 
weekly “blotter,” which describes 
police activity around town. Lowe 
terminated that arrangement upon 
his arrival, citing confidential 
information issues. Morphet 
wanted a return to the old system, 
citing loss of time, money, and 
accuracy and the public’s right to 
information.

“The editor threatened me that 
if I did not submit to his wishes, 
that he would be attacking me 
in the newspaper,” Lowe told 
the assembly during its March 5 
meeting. “I believe last week’s 
paper was the first in what’s going 
to be a series of attacks against 
me and the police department in 
an attempt to discredit the police 

department in the eyes of the 
public,” Lowe continued.

The CVN reported last week 
Earnest was conducting an 
investigation into complaints made 
by police department employees 
against Lowe. It also reported the 
Alaska Police Standards Council 
is moving forward with the process 
of revoking former Haines officer 
John Havard’s police certification.

Morphet said he didn’t threaten 
Lowe, but told Lowe at the end of 
the meeting that if the blotter issue 
was not resolved, he would need 
to write an article in the newspaper 
explaining the dispute to readers. 
Garcia, who was present during 
the meeting, confirmed this 
version of events.

When asked by assembly 
member Debra Schnabel to clarify 
whether the threat was personal 
or if Morphet had said he was 
going to print a story about the 
blotter issue, Lowe said Morphet 
threatened, “If  I don’t get what 
I want, then I’m going to let you 
have it in the paper.”

Schnabel asked if Lowe thought 
the threat was personal, to which 
he responded, “Absolutely.”

Mayor Stephanie Scott said she 
spoke with Earnest following the 

meeting and Earnest told her he 
“didn’t recall a sense of threat” 
at the Feb. 14 meeting. “He said 
he knew (Morphet) said he would 
have to do a story about it, but 
that’s it.”

“There seems to be evidence 
from the reports of the people 
that were in the room when that 
occurred that the chief made 
an overstatement. And one has 
trouble taking back one’s words 
when they’re uttered in public,” 
Scott said.

Scott said she “felt guilty” that 
she offered Lowe the opportunity 
to make a statement, but that she 
“had no expectation that he was 
going to say what he said.”

“I cannot take responsibility 
for the words that came out of 
his mouth. He is an adult. He is 
a professional. And he did what 
he did. And we’re going to have 
to see what happens next,” Scott 
said. 

 Earnest said Wednesday he 
will be listening to the tape from 
the assembly meeting to identify 
“precisely every word” that was 
said and that he will be “following 
up on this” through discussions 
with Lowe and Morphet. 

employee regarding a “contractual 
issue.”

 Lowe said he included the union 
representative in the discussion, 
which made the employee “very 
upset.” Lowe said the employee 
became “disrespectful and rude,” 
and he responded by yelling at the 
employee. 

 “The chief came up and he was 
speaking about the complaint. I 
think you could visually see the 
uncomfortable effect that had 
on the assembly members. One, 
because none of us – except one – 
heard the details of the complaint 
beforehand,” Vick said.

 Assembly member Debra 
Schnabel said she had received 
a copy of the complaint before 
the meeting only because the 
complainant approached Schnabel 
in her office on Feb. 22. 

 Schnabel said in addition to 
speaking with the complainant, 
she has communicated with other 
personnel in the department, 
including officers and dispatchers, 
about their concerns. 

 Schnabel said in an interview 
she was “stunned” by Lowe’s 
“inability to address the facts of 
the matter.”

 “We allowed the chief to speak 

in third-party interpretations 
of other people’s behavior. He 
attributed motivation. He spoke 
as a storyteller, not as a person 
who was addressing actions and 
responses in a factual way,” she 
said.

Mayor Stephanie Scott said 
some of Lowe’s remarks were 
“inappropriate.”

 “It revealed far too much about 
the employee who made the 
complaint. I never expected him to 
say what he said... I assumed that 
he understood the rules,” Scott 
said.

 Lowe said he has spoken to 
all the employees and, aside from 
the employee who submitted the 
original complaint, everyone else 
is “not unhappy” with Lowe and 
how the department is being run. 

 “ W e  a l l  a g r e e  t h a t 
communication is a vital thing 
for our family group; we feel like 
we’re a family group. Everyone 
enjoys working where they’re 
at. There’s no personal issues 
with me, but staff meetings and 
communication is something that 
we definitely want to work on,” 
Lowe said. 

 Schnabel said she is aware of 
other ongoing complaints against 
Lowe from within the department 
and wasn’t satisfied with Earnest’s 
account of the specifics of the 
investigation, including additional 
concerns from employees that 
emerged through the interviews. 

 “I perceived that we fell 
short in providing the details 
of the allegations. We talked 
about the generalized sense of 
dissatisfaction, but we never 

spoke about what the source of 
that dissatisfaction is. It emanates 
from some very specific behaviors 
and actions and decisions by the 
police chief over a period of time,” 
she said.

 Though the assembly passed 
a motion requiring Lowe to 
submit a plan outlining how he 
will implement staff meetings 
and team-building activities to 
improve communication in the 
department, assembly members 
after the meeting said Tuesday’s 
discussion wasn’t the end of the 
matter.

 “I think last night is not the 
conclusion of it. I think it’s the 
assembly’s introduction to it, 
because we certainly have more 
questions,” Vick said. 

 Scott said she requested 
Wednesday morning the matter be 
added to the agenda for the March 
12 assembly meeting, when she 
expects Earnest will have a written 
report and recommendation for the 
assembly. 

 Lapp said he intends to speak 
with Earnest, Lowe and employees 
at the police department. “I think 
we’re going to be discussing this 
some more at the next assembly 
meeting as soon as we have a little 
more information,” he said.

 Assembly member Joanne 
Waterman did not return a call for 
comment. 

 Assembly members Dave 
Berry and Norm Smith were 
absent from Tuesday’s meeting.

Lowe: Morphet threatened me

CHIEF from page 1

WINTER HOURS 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew
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Affected area is off court

‘Little bit of roll’ found
on gym’s new floor

Leaks close swim pool

AK DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES  
  Notice of Intent to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies  

  REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

  Haines Airport Drainage Improvments, Pavement Rehabilitation &    
  Fence ReconstructiOn Project # 69346 / AIP 3-02-112-xx-20xx 

  Haines Airport Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) Building Project   
  #68137 / AIP 3-02-112-xx-20xx 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) in cooperation with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) proposes to make improvements at the Haines Airport. The 
projects are located approximately 3.5 miles west of Haines, in the Haines Borough.  

The Haines Airport is the primary airport serving the communities in the Haines Borough.  
The purpose of these projects is to improve airport safety and improve maintenance operations.  

The proposed projects would  

Improve drainage on the apron. 
Standing water on the apron is a safety and maintenance concern.  The water freezes in the winter 
months causing significant maintenance and operational problems.   
To correct this problem, DOT would 
 remove selected existing hangars 
 re-grade the area under hangers to be removed 
 raise and re-grade the apron elevation within the existing footprint to eliminate drainage  
    problems 
 replace existing and install new drainage pipes as required  
 rehabilitate existing drainage ditches and construct new drainage ditch east of access road 

Eliminate Foreign Object Debris, visual hazards and bird hazards.
On-going maintenance of the vegetation in the pond area introduces foreign object debris (FOD) in 
the surrounding area including runways, taxiways and the apron.  The FAA defines FOD as “any 
object, live or not, located in an inappropriate location in the airport environment that has the capac-
ity to injure airport or air carrier personnel and damage aircraft.”  The water and vegetation in the 
existing ponds attracts birds which are an airport hazard.  
To correct this problem, DOT would 
 eliminate pond vegetation to remove visual hazards for aircraft operators as well as deter birds 

from nesting  
 fill the ponds east of the apron to eliminate standing water which attracts birds 

Enhance safety and efficiency of snow removal.
Currently, snow removal equipment and materials are mobilized from off-site.  
To correct this problem, DOT would 
 construct a Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) building  
 place fill north of the airport access road for construction of an onsite SRE building and relo-

cated public parking 

Make additional safety improvements. 
To accomplish this, DOT would 
 resurface existing paved areas to maintain safe aircraft operating surfaces 
 install new perimeter fence as required 
 install apron area lighting as needed 
 relocate the existing public parking and interpretive kiosk to the north side of the airport access 

road

Construction is projected for 2014. 

Development of this proposed project would follow a process required by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA). The environmental document is anticipated to be an Environmental As-
sessment (EA). DOT&PF will notify the public when the EA is available for review. Possible affected 
resources include wetlands, waters of the U.S., essential fish habitat, bald eagles, and cultural or 
historic properties. 

Comments on the proposal will assist us in preparing the project design and environmental docu-
mentation.  

Please submit your written comments to: 

John Barnett, Project Environmental Coordinator 
DOT&PF Southeast Region 
P.O. Box 112506 
Juneau, AK 99811-2506 

Comments may also be submitted via telephone to 907-465-4504; via E-mail to 
john.barnett@alaska.gov; or via FAX to 907-465-3506. If you are interested in being on a mailing 
list, please notify the environmental coordinator listed above. 

If you or someone you represent requires special accommodations in order to respond to this public 
notice, please contact the project coordinator listed above, or telephone Alaska Relay at (800) 770-
8973 for TTY, (800) 770-8255 for voice, (800) 770-3919 for ASCII, or (866) 355-6198 for STS and 
ask the communications assistant to call the project coordinator listed above, so arrangements can 
be made to assist you. 

COMMENTS ARE DUE BY APRIL 5th, 2013 

Publish March 7th & 14th, 2013 

National Historic Preservation Act – Sect.106  EO-11988 (Floodplains Mgt.)  

Archaeological Resource Protection Act  TEA-21 (Wetlands Mitigation)  

EO-11593 (Protect & Enhance Cultural Env.)  EO-11990 (Wetlands Protection)  

EO-13007 (Indian Sacred Sites)  Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Mgt. Act  

EO-13175 (Consult & Coordinate w/ Indian Tribal Gov )  Anadromous Fish Conservation Act  

EO-12898 (Env. Justice)  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act  

U.S. Department of Transportation Act Section 4(f)  Bald & Gold Eagle Protection Act  

Clean Air & Clean Water Acts  AK Statute Sec 16.20 (Conserve & Protect Fish & 
Game)

Rivers and Harbors Act  EO-13112 (Invasive Species)  

The project would comply with these Acts, Executive Orders & Statutes  

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

INTERTIDAL COUNSELING
Confidential, Friendly, Professional

Liana Shull LCSW CDCI
314-0594

 The Haines pool  closed 
Tuesday and may be closed as 
long as two weeks to address 
leaking from its locker room to the 
Haines High School locker rooms 
below.

 Haines Borough facilities 
director Carlos Jimenez said water 
was coming through the lighting 
fixtures in the school locker 
rooms. The water appears to be 
leaking not from the pool, but 
from showers in the pool’s locker 
rooms.

 “We can’t let it sit there 
like that and ruin locker rooms 
downstairs,” Jimenez said.

 Refurbishment of both sets 
of locker rooms is among the 

district’s and borough’s requests 
to the state. Although a more 
comprehensive rebuilding of the 
aging locker rooms is needed, 
fixing the leak is an immediate 
priority, Jimenez said.

 He said that borough crews 
would tear into sheetrock ceilings 
of the school locker rooms this 
week to try to pinpoint the source 
of the leaks.

By Tom Morphet
Is the new, $500,000 floor at 

Karl Ward Gym sagging?
 Haines Borough facilities 

director Carlos Jimenez this week 
wrote to the firm that installed the 
floor last summer that there were 
a few spots along the gym’s east 
wall where there was a “little bit 
of a roll” in the floor.

 “It  is  my understanding 
that because it is a wood floor, 
there is always the likelihood of 
expansion and contraction. This 
is one of the reasons to leave it a 
couple of inches short of reaching 
any wall or door, which your crew 
did,” Jimenez wrote to Alaska 
Industries. “It may be that along 
that wall had some irreparable 
highs and lows,” he wrote.

 “Fortunately, (the roll) is not 
on the court itself,” Jimenez said 
in an interview. He said he would 
measure the deviation in the floor 
using a laser, and check it again in 
about a month.

 The floor ’s construction 
allows for an eighth of an inch 
of variation per 10 linear feet, 
Jimenez said. This week, a marble 
rolled several times at a spot near 
the gym’s far wall went forward 
about two feet, slowed, then rolled 
backward toward its point of 
origin.  

 J i m e n e z  a s k e d  A l a s k a 
Industries if there is an amount 
of time the floor can be expected 

to “settle.”
 Installation of the new floor 

started with removal of the 
previous one and grinding of 
high spots on a cement base. 

 A layer of “ardex,” a specialty 
cement, was put down, followed 
by a vapor barrier and then a piece 
of plywood with rubber pads on 
its down side. The finish layer of 
maple hardwood went on top of a 
second layer of plywood.

 The floor was manufactured by 
Robbins Sports Surfaces, a firm 
whose products are used in arenas 
nationwide.

 At the time of the floor 
ins ta l l a t ion ,  J imenez  was 
supervisor for North Pacific 
Erectors, the company that won 
the bid for the gym work. The firm 
subcontracted the job to Alaska 
Industries. Jimenez said he could 
remember no major issues about 
the level of the floor at the time of 
installation. “It was great working 
with those guys.”

Jimenez said this week he 
understood there to be warranties 
on the installation work, as well 
as on the floor itself. 

The previous floor was replaced 
in order to add a cushioning effect 
in the wake of concerns about 
athletes suffering concussions.

Jimenez said he hoped to get 
two more coats of finish on the 
floor this summer. It now has two 
coats of finish, he said.

 



March 7, 2013 Chilkat Valley News Page 5

‘Miss Tess’ 
to perform 
March 24

Ukulele shows,
lessons slated

Arts Outlook

Harp duo promises
‘fast and fiery’ pieces

Food film
on March 14

Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through Mar. 09

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.IChooseWings.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:15  am 7:30 am Mon - Fri
 8:05 am  8:20 am Daily
11:45 pm  12:00 pm Daily
  3:15 pm      3:30 pm Daily
 4:00 pm 4:15 pm Mon - Fri 

   7:55 am 8:10 am Mon - Fri
 8:55 am 9:10 am Daily 
12:10 pm  12:25 pm Daily
 3:40 pm 3:55 pm Daily 
  4:25 pm  4:40 pm Mon - Fri

   8:20 am 8:55 am Mon - Fri
    9:20 am  9:55 am Daily
 12:35 pm  1:10 pm Daily
   4:05  pm    4:40 pm Daily

 7:20 am 7:55 am Daily
 11:00 am   11:35 am Daily
 2:30 pm 3:05 pm Daily
 3:15 pm 3:50 pm Mon - Fri 

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets 
for a FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau
8:10 a.m.
11:40 a.m.
3:25 p.m.

7:15 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
2:30 p.m.

Online booking at: http://www.airexcursions.com
Be sure to visit us

at our NEW Juneau counter

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  
Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

NEW NEW

We are proud supporters of the Haines community

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Fri 8 10:30 am 11:00 am
Fri 8 11:30 am 12:30 am
Sat 9 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 10 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 11 2:30 pm 4:00 pm
Wed 13 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Fri 15 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 17 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 18 11:45 am 1:15 am
Wed 20 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 21 1:00 pm No SKG

Fri 8 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Fri 8 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sat 9 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 10 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 11 9:00 pm 10:30 pm
Wed 13 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Fri 15 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 17 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 18 6:15 pm 7:45 pm
Wed 20 3:30 pm 4:30 pm

A lecture and performance by 
Californian harpists Portia Diwa 
and Diana Stork will be held at the 
library March 26.

The half-hour lecture, on the 
history of the harp, is from 6:45 to 
7:15 p.m. The concert is from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Both events are free.

Stork, who performed in Haines 
about 10 years ago, said she and 
Diwa will be bringing two Celtic-
style harps, a medieval, gothic 
“harpsicle,” and a small African 
harp called a “nyatiti” to Haines.

Stork said though harps are 
generally perceived as soft, gentle 
instruments, she and Diwa will 
be playing some “fast and fiery” 
Latin-influenced melodies in 
addition to more classical Celtic 
music.

“There’s a lot more to the 
harp than you think. We’ll be 
showcasing that the harp is way 

more versatile and has way more 
potential than the classical pedal 
harp in the orchestra and white 
wine and women in long chiffon 
gowns,” Stork said.

The two will also perform 
some of their own compositions. 
Diwa described their sound as 
“California Celtic,” a fusion of 
classical Celtic, modern rhythms, 
and contemporary jazz sound.

Diwa, who started studying 
with Stork when she was 9 years 
old, said she has been playing 
with Stork for the majority of her 
20-year harp career.

Stork is the director of Festival 
of Harps, a multicultural music 
fellowship, while Diwa is the 
director of Healing Harp, which 
provides therapeutic bedside harp 
music for patients in a hospital 
setting. 

A digital photography class 
and Tlingit panel-carving class 
will begin in the coming weeks, 
community education director 
John Hagen said.

Local  photographer  Ron 
Horn will teach the four-session 
beginning digital photography 
class Wednesdays starting April 3, 
and woodworker Jim Heaton will 
lead the six-session Tlingit wood 
panel-carving class Thursdays 
beginning March 28.

Horn said his class is meant 
to teach the fundamentals of 
digital photography, with the first 
session focusing on shutter speed, 
aperture size and the various focus 
mechanisms on a camera.

“The first night is pretty intense 
in terms of a lot of new concepts. 
Everybody looks like they have 
the deer in the headlights kind of 
glaze on their face. The next week 
it makes more sense, after they go 
home and play around with their 
camera a little bit,” Horn said.

While participants can bring 
a  point-and-shoot  camera, 
Horn is intending the class to 
be geared toward more serious 
photographers with higher-quality 
equipment. He also said the 
class is a series; people should 

not expect to drop in during the 
third session and know what’s 
going on.

“If they miss the first two 
nights, they should not be there. 
It’s not progressive. They really 
need to attend the first two 
meetings; of course it’s best if 
they get all four. If they miss the 
first class, they’re going to miss a 
tremendous amount,” Horn said.

Hagen said he contacted Heaton 
to conduct the wood-carving class 
because of Heaton’s popularity 
and local following. However, 
Hagen said he noticed fading 
participation in Heaton’s classes 
– possibly because they were too 
advanced for interested students – 
and so asked Heaton to focus on 
something more elementary this 
time around.

“I’m trying to get him back 
down to basics, because he might 
be losing basic carvers. You need 
to learn how to carve a straight 
line before you can carve a face,” 
Hagen said.

Horn’s digital photography 
class is $50 for four sessions, 
while Heaton’s is $60 for six, 
Hagen said.

To register, contact Hagen at 
766-6727.

Singer-songwriter Miss Tess is 
bringing her jazz-inspired, retro 
melodies to Haines on Sunday, 
March 24 with back-up band The 
Talkbacks in tow.

New York City-based Miss Tess 
will take the Chilkat Center stage 
at 7:30 p.m. The show is presented 
by the Haines Arts Council.

According to her website, 
Miss Tess and her supporting 
band have “arrived at a style 
simultaneously refreshing and 
hauntingly familiar...by blending 
her knack for melodic and 
rhythmic improvisation and 
interplay with elements of honky-
tonk, western swing and golden-
era pop standards.”

Arts council president Tom 
Heywood said in addition to 
having an old-rock sound, Miss 
Tess also sports an aesthetic 
reminiscent of the 1940s.  

“I listened to them online and 
I thought, ‘My God, we have to 
get them if we get a chance,’” 
Heywood said.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 
for seniors, $5 for students and 
$40 for families.

Look for a preview of the 
March 24 show in an upcoming 
issue of the CVN.

Fairbanks-based musician Russ 
Copelin, aka Ukulele Russ, will 
spend a busy weekend in Haines 
at the end of March playing public 
venues and giving private lessons.

The 30-year-old artist will be 
in Haines March 29 until April 
1. Copelin will give a ukulele 
demo and talk at the Haines 
School Friday afternoon, and 
will play a private house party 
that evening.  Copelin will offer 
private lessons Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons.

 He is scheduled to play the 
Pioneer Bar Saturday night, and 
will offer another performance 
in a more family-friendly venue 
at the Sheldon Museum Sunday 
af ternoon.  Before  leaving 
Monday, he will play at Mosquito 
Lake School.

T h e  S u n d a y  m u s e u m 
performance is scheduled for 4 
p.m. Other times are pending.

Aspiring ukulele player Maggie 
Stern asked Copelin to come to 
Haines after seeing him perform at 
the Fairbanks fair in August 2012.

“He was Jack Black on the 
ukulele... He’s so versatile. He 
does everything from cartoon 
jingles and commercials to heavy 
metal,” Stern said.

The Haines contingent of We 
the People will present the 2011 
documentary “Farmageddon: The 
Unseen War on American Family 
Farms” 6 p.m. March 14 at the 
library.

The film highlights the impacts 
of growing food locally, as well 
as the U.S. government favoring 
corporations over the interests of 
small business owners and farmers 
when it comes to food production, 
We the People member Carol 
Mitchell said.

Digital photo, carving
classes on schedule

Compiled by Karen Garcia

Harpists Diana Stork, left, and Portia Diwa perform at the library 
March 26. The shows will include a lecture on the history of the 
instrument and demonstrations of different types of harps. 
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He was born in Kansas in 1920.
A flu epidemic was raging.
Due to the flu, there was no doctor who
Could answer Mother Nature’s paging.

Without baptismal records
We’d have missed this eventful birth.
Lucky for us, John arrived without fuss,
To make his mark on this earth.

His father, Frank, had 600 acres
And though the prospects were risky,
Kansas was dry when they heard the cry
For grain transformed into whiskey.

The law caught up with Frank one day
But a prison sentence was thwarted.
Uncle George saved the day, lured the 
    witness away..
(At gunpoint he was escorted...)

The family moved to dry San Jaquin
With John at a tender age.
Tumbleweeds in the fields, jackrabbits for     
    meals...
Even their stools smelled like sage.

Brother George and John (who was only 
    four) 
Not for them, the candy shop treats -
They stole Grandma’s smokes till the day 
    she croaked,
Then resorted to butts in the streets.

When the family moved to Klamath Falls,
John pursued his matriculation.
Rabbits, a pair, became 400 there
Which began his sex education.

The house so small, the boys had to sleep
In the rabbit hutch building, complete
With papers they’d fold to stave off the cold
And kittens to warm their feet.

‘Twas the Great Depression. Times were 
    lean.
Jackrabbits, again, on the griddle...
But John played at dances where girls gave 
    him glances
And that’s when John learned to fiddle.

When Frank took off for a logging camp,
John was determined to go.
A stubborn tree limb threw the ax back at 
    him
And oops! Off came a toe.

His straight-laced Catholic training
Made John yearn for a land unexplored.
Chasing freedom, hell-bent, to Alaska he 
    went
To fashion big logs into boards.

The year was 1939...
With his father and young brother, James,
John rebuilt a mill in the cold and the chill
At Jones Point near the village of Haines.

Their home was a little old cabin
Without water or electricity.
Plumbing was a long time coming
But the nearby creek was free.

No sidewalks, no streetlights, poor water 
    and sewer,
No doctor or dentist was nigh,
But a friendly town, this Haines, they 
    found.
Folks needed each other to get by.

During the day, John pounded away,
Building the new school gym.
Throughout the night, in the summer, still 
    light,
Wood for the job would be trimmed.

In ‘42, the war broke out.
Four years was John’s indenture.
In the Naval Air Corps, he survived the 
    war,
Then returned to his Alaskan venture.

But his home was destroyed; the walls, 
    collapsed,
Due to the heavy, wet snow.
To pay the bills, he traversed dale and hill
With the Porcupine mill in tow.

Again at Jones Point, he was able to cut
10,000 board feet a day.
During the war, a huge market door
Opened with the Alaska Highway.

John had perfected his business skills
By attending Gonzaga U.
Those skills put to use, he could really 
    produce
And his mill operation grew.

He’d spend his summers felling trees
At Glacier Point, Pyramid Harbor and so 
    on.
All alone he would craft from logs, a raft,
So he would have lumber to go on.

In 1950, while adjusting a saw,
He managed to cut off his finger.
A few weeks away, Erma Dire
Was to wed him. (Glad it wasn’t his dinger!)

His business grew and his family, too
Each child, blessed with keen introspection.
What an interesting lot to this world he 
    brought,
Adding to Erma’s collection.

And Erma was the woman behind the man.
She supported him all the way.
She cooked and cleaned and was on the 
    scene
Every single day.

John had the courage to walk his talk,
To see his vision complete.
By ‘65, with his brains and drive,
His market was a million board feet.

And nothing could ever get him down.
Though the world around him crashes,
John is a man who will and can
Rise once again from the ashes.

As witnessed in 1957,
When a terrible thing occurred.
His expanded mill, with the bank’s money 
    still,
Burned to the ground, uninsured.

With a portable mill, financed by friends,
John went back to the woods.
In a year, this man, had orders from Japan
And was able to deliver the goods.

He built a new mill out at Lutak
And, though, in an excellent position,
He couldn’t escape the sea of red tape
And two-faced politicians.

They kept him from having logs in the yard
(While they had logs in their fires).
John decided and to Erma confided:
It was high time to retire.

But first, they headed off to Gnat Cove
And before they could really exhale,
They spent years in the woods, so John 
    could make good
On a long promised timber sale.

When finally...  John’s retirement came...
Not for him - watching TV or pining.
To John, “retire” meant “get dirty,” “perspire,”
“Put your boots on and let’s go mining!”

Since ‘83, he’s been busy, you see,
Digging deeper and longer ditches
At the Big Nugget mine at old Porcupine
In search of undisclosed riches.

There’s probably nothing in this great life
That John Schnabel would rather do
Than spend his time up at the mine
With his beautiful cabin in view.

There he renews his spirit
And entices his maker to meet.
As ultimate proof, he dangled from his roof
Then slid down 23 feet.

Always improving his sluice box,
He assiduously sifts the gold.
But beyond this earth, his grandkids’ birth
Increased his riches two-fold

Payson and Parker lit up his life
Like the color John found in the ground
With each trammel turn, there was so 
    much to learn
As they followed their Grandpa around

Then, at the ripe age of 90,
John seriously raised the bar.
He found fortune and fame when a film 
crew came
And, naturally, made him a star.

Now, how do you explain this person?
And how do you end his praises?
There’s so much he’s done for everyone,
The thought of it amazes.

John and his brother, “No Problem” 
    George,
Literally built this town.
From streetlights in the rain to half the 
    buildings on Main
To a mill that turned lives around.

He’s a man of profound conviction.
He stands up for what he believes.
Whether as mayor or a prominent player,
He continues to amaze and achieve.

He’s a thoughtful, generous person
Beyond his brow and his brains.
With more than gold dust, he set up a trust
To benefit scouting in Haines.

And there’s a deep, soulful dimension
To the man we’re honoring here
He writes poetry, sings, strums sweet 
    guitar strings,
And still dotes on his Erma, dear.

His love for her inspired their move
Into Haines Assisted Living
Pleased as can be, he’s glad that she
Has incredible care giving.

The only thing troubling, lately
(And we shouldn’t tell Parker or Payson)...
But Grandpa’s been groomin’ another 
    woman.
Her name is Virginia Mason.

And she’s been working him over.
It hasn’t been a vacation.
He’s quick to name that she’s to blame
For his life-saving castration.

But he’s thwarted every attempt to join
Marty and friends in the sky.
He goes under the knife, jumps back into 
    life
And contends, “You lay there, you die.”

He still goes to Debra’s on Sundays.
He still gets up early to swim.
For a well-played hand, he’s still the man.
No one will ever trump him.

Yes, I thought when John Schnabel turned 
    80,
His name would be on the marquee...
But my God, who knew, he’d have his own 
    film crew
When he was pushing 93?

John, you are my inspiration
To keep going when times get tough...
To know when to hold ‘em, know when to 
    fold ‘em
And know when a poem’s long enough.

John Schnabel
Written with love by Christy Tengs Fowler
for his 93rd birthday, February 11, 2013

Paid for by Lynn Canal Corporation, Box 129, Haines
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Luncheon kicks off
center revival effort

HELICOPTERS
  You may not ride in a helicopter to go hunting. Helicop-
ters  are  not  legal  for  transporting  hunters,  hunting  gear, 
game meat or trophies or any other equipment to or from 
the fi eld. That’s because they can give you an unfair ad-
vantage. Helicopters may be used to rescue hunters, but 
only in a life-threatening situation. Fishing is another mat-
ter. Helicopters  can  legally  be  used  to  transport  people, 
fi shing gear and fi sh to and from fi shing areas.
  Alaska Fish and Wildlife Safeguard is a group of private 
citizens dedicated to protecting our state’s fi sh and wildlife. 
If you think you have seen a hunting or fi shing violation, 
report  it. Call 1-800-478-3377. You may be eligible  for a 
reward. Help make Alaska a better place.  “Know Before 
You Go.”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile          Roadhouse

SarahJ’s Shoppe      Mon - Fri  6:30 am to 1 pm 
OPEN 3.11.13

   On Portage Street     
Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches 

Caroline’s Closet
50% off special EVERY DAY!

Each day a different line of clothing or shoes will be on 
sale for 50% off - come in to see if the discount helps 
you make your purchasing decision.

Caroline’s Closet is adding a partner! Blake’s Corner Store 
opening Monday, March 4th. BCS will be a convenience and 
variety store. We will bring new items to town and will be 
expanding our hours Monday the 4th to fill the void created by 
Howsers IGA not selling cigarettes for 20 days from March 4 
to March 23. We will be selling cigarettes & tobacco products, 
pop, candy, jerky, chips, cookies, juices, many toys and general 
merchandise items will be added to our selection. We also will 
be renting DVD videos in the near future.

During the period of March 4 - 23 
sign your reciept & enter our daily drawing 

for a $10 gift certificate.

University of Alaska-Fairbanks 
students during a March 1 
ceremony celebrating the donation 
of a Boeing 727 cargo jet to 
the school by Federal Express. 
More than 100 people attended 
the ceremony at Fairbanks 
International Airport. Ford, 18, is 
in the school’s air frame and power 
plant program, with a career goal 
of working as a commercial pilot. 
He earned his private pilot’s 
license about a year ago. FedEx 
has donated 66 planes to aviation 
schools, airports, museums and 
other organizations around the 
country. Zach Sheldon of Haines 
also is enrolled in the program at 
UAF.

 Haines staff  t raveled to 
Anchorage to take part in the 
Alaska Society for Technology 
and Education (ASTE) conference 
last month. Superintendent 
Michael Byer was honored with 
the ASTE 2013 Technology and 
Leadership Award for Outstanding 
Technology Administrator. 
According to Byer, “This is a 
big honor and I appreciate all 
Sam (McPhetres)’s technology 
leadership and the teamwork 
that goes on in our district by all 
our staff, board and community 

to make our district a leader in 
many ways, including integrating 
technology to support learning.” 
McPhetres, the school’s computer 
teacher, nominated Byer. Also at 
the conference, McPhetres and 
Rene Martin co-presented on 
the experience of teaching for 
the Alaska Learning Network, an 
online class structure that allows 
Alaska students to access courses 
from across the state. Nevada 
Benton presented on the school’s 
Independent Learning Center, 
which provides students with 
additional course options through 
various Internet-based programs. 
Haines students also won awards 
from ASTE’s iDida contest, which 
awards creative work in video, 
audio and still photography. 

 Riley Erekson took first 
place in the Public Service 
Announcement category for her 
PSA on the Pacific Garbage Patch 
called “Say No to Litter.” She also 
took first place in the Make Me 
Laugh category for her photograph 
entitled “Alaska Breakfast Club.” 
Jamie Messerschmidt took first 
place in Enhanced Photos for her 
Technicolor creation “Beluga 
Whales Everywhere.” That 
photo also took the People’s 
Choice award for all photographs. 
Brennon  Whitermore  t ied 
for first in the Tell Me a Story 
category for his video entitled 
“Cup O’ Joe,” which details his 
father’s morning coffee ritual.

Rylee Tonsgard  won the 
$10 hand and Lynn Campbell 
took the $20 hand at Saturday’s 
s n o w m a c h i n e  P o k e r  R u n 
sponsored  by  the  Chi lka t 
Snowburners.

DULY from page 2

The Haines Borough Assembly 
voted Tuesday to establish an 
ad-hoc, three-person committee 
to follow issues related to the 
Alaska-class ferries, following 
the release of draft design plans 
for the two shuttle ferries last 
week by the Alaska Department 
of Transportation.

Borough nominees for the 
committee to date include 
assembly  member  Joanne 
Waterman, borough planning 
commissioner Robert Venables, 
and  Alaska  Mar ine  Lines 
employee Michael Ganey. 

Harbormaster Phil Benner also 
expressed interest.

“Having seen that draft report, 
I think it’s to the point where we 
should have an ad-hoc committee,” 

said assembly member Steve 
Vick. “I think it’s becoming a 
bigger and more important issue 
seeing the momentum it’s going 
and the direction it’s going.”

DOT released design plans Feb. 
26 for the two Alaska-class shuttle 
ferries. Called “day boats” in the 
report compiled by Anchorage-
based Coastwise Corporation, the 
two ferries would be a minimum 
of 256 feet long at the waterline, 
hold 53 vehicles, and seat 300 
passengers. There would be no 
cafeterias or passenger berths.

Borough mayor Stephanie Scott 
said she was disappointed in 
the vessels’ open-deck design. 
The report says, “One possible 
construction cost savings measure 
may be to include a partially 
open aft roof. A partially open 
roof above the aft portion of the 
vehicle space reduces the cost 
of the vessel superstructure, the 
bow door, and other equipment 
associated with ventilating and 
heating the car deck.”

“I worry about that in the Upper 
Lynn Canal,” Scott said.

Scott said she was told the open 
deck would not be a problem in 
winter when the ferry sees less 
usage, because the small number 
of vehicles could fit under the area 
that is covered.

However, Scott asked the 
Haines ferry terminal manager 
for data on the last five months of 
the ferry LeConte’s sailings and 

found in October, nine of the 13 
sailings were full or overbooked. 
In November, five were full or 
overbooked.

“They were saying that the 
open deck in the wintertime isn’t 
going to be an issue because in the 
wintertime, the ferries sail under 
capacity. And that’s really not 
completely accurate,” Scott said.

According to the report, the 
first-priority routes for the ferries 
will be a Haines-Juneau loop 
and a Haines-Skagway loop. The 
Haines loop will take just under 
12 hours, and the Skagway loop 
will take 3.5 hours and run twice 
a day.

“I still have major concerns 
about the idea that the people 
from Skagway will have to get off 
the boat and get on another boat. 
I can’t quite accept that plan,” 
Scott said.

The report also identifies a 
“roadmap vessel,” or example 
of a ferry that provides the 
required characteristics and 
could be considered a starting 
point for ferry construction. The 
roadmap vessel design carries 300 
passengers and 53 vehicles, has 
280 seats, and is 278 feet long.

Using the roadmap vessel 
to approximate expenses, the 
entire project is expected to cost 
$107.2 million, with the first 
ferry contract coming in at $49.2 
million and the second at $44.3 
million. 

Pioneer Bar 

 OPEN
Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon 

7a - 2p, 5p - 8p
Closed Tues Wed Thurs

BAMBOO ROOM 
Restaurant

Irish Lords
Saturday 
10 p.m.

Borough’s ferry plan response
Concerns surround open-deck shuttle design

 An effort to shore up 
support for the Haines Senior 
Center kicks off with a 
luncheon at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 15 at the center.

 “Celebrating 30 Years of 
Senior Center Services and 
Preparing for 30 More” will 
feature a roast pork dinner 
prepared by chef Adam 
Richard. The event will 
include readings from local 
authors Deb Kennedy and 
Kevin Reeves.

 The event was sold out 
this week, but other efforts, 
including a raffle, are planned 
in the coming months, said 
Mardell Gunn, secretary 
of Haines Senior Citizens 
Center, Inc. 

 Few people realize that 
although the Senior Center 
is owned by the Haines 
Borough, the non-profit pays 
the building’s utilities and 
manages it. The loss of two 

long-time renters has left a 
$3,000 annual shortfall in 
utility payments.

 Also, the non-profit would 
like to raise money to hire a 
senior activities coordinator, 
she said. “We’re hoping 
to get more seniors to take 
ownership of the program by 
keeping the building open and 
doing fundraising.” 

 “(Non-profit management) 
has worked remarkably well. 
We’d like it to continue. 
There’s no evidence that it 
can’t, but we have to work to 
make it happen,” Gunn said.

 A $15,000 grant from 
former state Rep. Bill Thomas 
paid for activities at the center 
for about five years, she said.  

 The borough has helped 
out by making improvements 
to the building, including a 
pellet-burning boiler that fuels 
its heating system.
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The Thunderbird Motel was demolished; a veterans’ home is planned for the site.

Air Excursions
Alaska Fjordlines, Inc.
Alaska Power & Telephone
Alaskan Liquor Store
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room
Bigfoot Auto Service
Canal Marine & Crew 
Captain’s Choice Motel
Caroline’s Closet
Chilkat Guides
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
Chilkat Valley News
First National Bank Alaska
Fort Seward Bed & Breakfast

Haines Borough School Board
Haines Cable TV/Radio Shack
Haines Home Building Supply
Haines Propane 
Haines Quick Shop & 
 Outfi tter Sporting Goods
Howsers IGA Supermarket
King’s Store
Lighthouse Restaurant &
 Harbor Bar
Lynn Canal Counseling
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Mike’s Bikes Boards
Miles Furniture 
Mountain Market & Café 

Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Sockeye Cycle 
Southeast Roadbuilders, Inc. 
Stanford Masonry &    
         Carpentry
State Farm Insurance - 
         Malia Hayward
Stickler Construction 
         Company
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction
Wolverine Ready Mix

Proudly Supporting the Glacier Bears

Thank you 
For

A Great Season!

Haines Cheer Team
Left to right: Samantha Lowe, Rosey Martin, Megan Tuohy, Heidi Kattenhorn, Corinna Hill, Kristen Gann.
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Rettinger goes
3 rounds at bee

SEABA from page 1

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30

CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

766-2320

Robin Grace
Certifi ed Psychotherapist 

Since 1984
Licensed Clinical Social Worker      

         766-2877

The funeral mass and celebration 
for the life of Vivian (Pat) Sloan 
will be held on March 11, 2013 at 
5:30 PM, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Haines, Alaska.  A potluck 
reception will follow in the parish 
Hall following the service.  Dona-
tions in memory of Pat Sloan can 
be sent to the Haines Volunteer 
Fire Department. Friends of

Memorial Service for Vivian (Pat) Sloan

Pat Sloan and family may contact the family at the 
following address: 

Janet O’Malley, P.O. Box 20542, Juneau, Alaska 99802.

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 7893127

Plenty of fishing tackle in stock now!
Lots of new lures, rods, reels and combos arriving this week.

All brands of fillet knives 20% off
All packs in stock 20% off

Buy a new reel or combo and we will put new line on for free.

Haines Quick Shop
For all your snacks and drinks

for a great day in Haines Alaska

Outfi tter Liquor

Open 8 am ‘til 6 pm Sun- Mon

766-3221

Chateau Ste Michelle Gewurztraminer 750 ml  $7.49
Corbett Canyon Chardonnay 1.5L  $10.49
Casorsa Pino Gris 1.5L  $9.99
Highlife 12p bottles  $12.75
Fosters 12p bottles  $14.49
Catdaddy Spiced Moonshine 750ml  $32.25

Dolly fishing on the  

Chilkat river is hot!

Juneau Monday to conduct the 
death investigation. He spent 
Monday conducting interviews  
and flying over the accident areas.

When asked about the safety 

gear Cabanilla and other skiers 
were wearing, GPS coordinates 
of the accident, and several other 
questions, Peters said: “A lot 
of those questions don’t have 

operations plans to ensure they 
followed protocol with regard 
to the borough. “At this point I 
don’t see that the borough has 
an immediate responsibility,” 
Culbeck said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S E A B A’s 
operations plan, “An accident 
report will be completed as soon 
as possible by the guide. One copy 
will go with the victim, another to 
SEABA base, insurance carrier, 
and one to the State of Alaska, 
Division of Land Mining and 
Water.”

Cozzi said SEABA, according 
to borough code and SEABA’s 
own operations plan, is not 
required to submit an accident 
report to the borough.

According to his biography on 
SEABA’s website, Cabanilla had 
more than a decade of experience 
in the Alaska heli-ski industry 
and had worked as a backcountry 
snowboard guide in Chilean 
Patagonia and Antarctica. He 
was a commercial helicopter 
pilot and had flown for glacier 
sightseeing tours, heli-skiing 
trips, fire-fighting flights, and 
mineral exploration expeditions.

Cabanilla received advanced 
avalanche and crevasse rescue 
training, as well as wilderness first 
responder training, according to 
SEABA’s website.  

While troopers and the SEABA 
website indicate Cabanilla’s 
hometown as  Haines ,  h i s 
Facebook page lists his hometown 
as Three Rivers, Calif. 

anything to do with what troopers 
look at.”

“Those are more along the 
lines of civil issues that we 
don’t play a part in. Our actual 
involvement was very limited and 
we essentially look to make sure 
there isn’t a criminal annex related 
to a death,” Peters said.

The investigation is ongoing, 
Peters said, and it  has not 
yet been determined whether 
criminal activity was involved. 
“If something in our investigation 
reveals that criminal charges are 
warranted against an individual, 
we will take appropriate action. 
All death investigations have a 
potential to have a criminal annex, 
which is why we investigate.”

Haines Avalanche Information 
Center (HAIC) founder Erik 
Stevens said the last information 
he had posted to the HAIC 
website at  the t ime of the 
accident was for Feb. 28, which 

ranked avalanche danger as 
“considerable.” However, that 
information expired Feb. 28, and 
he didn’t have enough information 
about conditions to make another 
forecast until Monday, March 4, 
when he ranked the danger as 
“moderate.”

Stevens, who was out skiing up 
at Chilkat Pass south of the Three 
Guardsmen peak Sunday, said his 
group “triggered a large cornice 
collapse which triggered a big 
slide” around 3 p.m.

As part of his March 4 forecast, 
which he posted to the website 
Sunday evening, Stevens warned 
about cornices being a “major 
concern” in the mountains. “They 
have grown quite large and the 
strong sunshine is weakening 
them. Stay out from underneath 
overhanging cornices right now, 
and stay way back from them on 
ridgelines and summits. Cornices 
often break much farther back 
than you would expect,” he wrote.

Assistant to the borough 
manager Darsie Culbeck said 
he and clerk Julie Cozzi had 
been looking through SEABA’s 

Middle School Volleyball 
Fundraiser Dinner

Wednesday March 13
    5 to 7 p.m. 
In the School cafeteria

Alfredo dinner served with 
Salad and French Bread.

Adults $ 10
Kids 6 and under $ 5

Silent Auction with many 
great prizes from 
local businesses. 

For more information contact:
Cassie Miller

303-0206

pushed to “the edge of what’s 
reasonable.” By continually 
pushing what Clark referred to 
as “the edge,” “you’re eventually 
going to get the result of this past 
weekend,” he said.

Deaths of guides is particularly 
distressing, Clark said. “It would 
seem to me that if you’re losing 
your staff, you have to start 
putting some investment into not 
having that happen. If the people 
who are the most experienced 
and are the best at assessing 
conditions are dying – and in 
subsequent years – that to me is 
really alarming.”

“When it comes to losing 
Rob Liberman, a top industry 
professional, you have to stop and 
say, ‘Wait a second. How do we 
protect ourselves?’” Clark said.

Scott Raynor, who has owned 
and operated Valdez Heli-Ski 
Guides since 2000, said heli-
skiing deaths in Alaska “are very 
few compared to other heli-skiing 
areas around the world.”

Raynor said in addition to the 
three Haines deaths, he is aware 
of three other Alaskan deaths ever 
occurring during a commercial 
heli-ski tour: one in Valdez in 
2009, and the other two, also in 

Valdez, in the late 1990s.
“Statistically, it looks like 

the Chilkats might be an area 
to observe. Maybe with the 
popularity of more people coming 
there and the frequency and the 
allotment of skier days, perhaps 
that increase in sample size of the 
users is suddenly starting to show 
the weaknesses in the assessments 
of what’s going on,” Clark said.

Assessments and research of 
snow conditions in the area are key, 
Clark said. Getting sufficient data 
will require cooperation between 
Haines heli-ski operators, other 
users and the Haines Avalanche 
Information Center (HAIC), 
which is lacking, said HAIC 
founder Erik Stevens.

“I’ve been trying to set up a 
good observation sharing system 
for a while now. There’s hurdles 
to overcome, and we’re still in the 
process of overcoming those... 
It’s a sensitive issue. (Heli-ski 
companies) have their proprietary 
information; they don’t want to 
lose their competitive advantage. 
And I want to protect that, while 
also getting the information out 
there and keeping the public safe,” 
Stevens said.

Clark said he understands some 

level of “trade secret” protection, 
but said companies need to be more 
open with their information about 
area snow conditions.

“I don’t understand why these 
guys couldn’t just say, ‘I was at 
this aspect on this elevation.’ If 
they can’t and you have three 
people dead in the last year – 
which was totally unprecedented 
for Alaska and heli-skiing – it’s 
kind of like, look, take a moment 
and look at what you’re doing. 
There could be some room for 
some changes,” Clark said.

An absence of self-reflection 
and internal improvements 
paired with the high death rate 
will ultimately lead to outside 
regulation, Clark said.

Although he ultimately can’t 
offer a definitive solution, Clark 
said part of the answer is hitting 
“pause” instead of “stop.”

“I think the bottom line in 
Haines is the area needs more 
research done before people 
can properly assess it. I hope 
our film is a catalyst that spurs 
some investment in helping these 
guys learn more about it and 
creates funding for avalanche 
organizations to contribute to that 
education as well,” Clark said.

RISK from page 1

 Jayden Rettinger of Haines 
made it to the third round of 
the Alaska State Spelling Bee 
March 1. The event attracted 
139 of the state’s top spellers 
and was held in the Alaska 
Center for the Performing Arts 
in Anchorage. 

 Rettinger, a 10-year-old 
fifth-grader, correctly spelled 
“coyote” and “precipice” 
before falling to “asthmatic” 
by leaving out the “th.” He 
finished approximately 37th.

 Winner Bryce Tasso of 
Eagle River’s Eagle Academy 
Char t e r  Schoo l  spe l l ed 
“geanticline” and “neuropathy” 
for the state title.

 Mom Jessica Rettinger 
said the competition went all 
day. Savvy contestants asked 
questions before attempting to 
spell words, including a word’s 
language of origin, alternate 
pronunciation, and use in a 

sentence.
 The seven-hour event was 

exhausting, but also helpful 
for picking up tips on studying 
effectively and improving for 
future bees, Jessica Rettinger 
said. Top spellers seemed 
to understand that knowing 
a word’s language of origin 
offered important clues to its 
spelling, she said.

 Jayden, who is home-
schooled, has won the Haines 
bee the past two years. If he 
continues his dominance of the 
local bee, he could compete 
another three years at the state 
competition.

 Jessica Rettinger said 
trip highlights included a 
family visit to the Anchorage 
“Imaginarium” and a front-
row view of the start of the 
Iditarod sled dog race, under 
the starting banner at Fourth 
Avenue and D Street.   



Page 10        Chilkat Valley News                        March 7, 2013

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

From the Baha’i
Scriptures
 “ Humility 

exalteth man to the 
heaven of glory 

and power, whilst 
pride abaseth him 
to the    depths of 
wretchedness and 

degradation.”

~Baha’u’llah

Chilkat Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

“From the border to the bay...”

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

Police report

Buy 
LOCALLY
Feed a Friend.

Sponsored, 
in part by

Day Date       High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date        High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Soil Temp.

AP&T
Long
distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

37  25 0 0 
33  26 0.7 9.0
35  28 0.28 5.0
34  28 0.64 4.9
35  26 0.08 1.3
38  14 0 0
38  11 0 0

Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28
Mar 1
Mar 2
Mar 3
Mar 4

Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28
Mar 1
Mar 2
Mar 3
Mar 4

35  29 0 3.0
36  30 0.32 2.0
37  31 0.7 0.1
37  32 0.12 T
40  30 0 0
40  23 0 0
37  23 0 0

34

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Assembly

At 6:30 p.m., on Tuesday, March 
12, 2013, in the Assembly 
Chambers at the Public Safety 
Building, a public hearing is 
scheduled for the following:

Ordinance 13-01-312
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Sections 2.06.035 and 
2.990.010 to clarify the local 
financial disclosure reporting 
process.

Ordinance 13-01-313
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough Assembly authoriz-
ing renewal of a lease of the 
Human Resources Building to 
Chilkat Valley Preschool for the 
purpose of providing educa-
tional services. 

Ordinance 13-02-314
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 10, Chapter 10.06 to 
require proof of vehicle insur-
ance and Section 10.50.020 to 
allow for a fine of $500.

Ordinance 13-02-315
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough Amending Borough 
Code Title 14, Section 14.16.160 
to Clarify the Responsibility for 
Negotiated Leases in a Manag-
er Form of Government.

Ordinance 13-01-311
(Second Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough Assembly amending 
Borough Code Title 2, Section 
2.105.020 to add an ex officio 
seat to the Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Committee to 
be filled by an Alaska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Em-
ployee.

More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
gov.  Oral comments may be 
made at the public hearings or 
you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or jcozzi@haines.ak.us.

Posted 3/6/2013
Michelle Webb, Deputy Clerk

(9b)

HAINES BOROUGH
INVITATION TO BID

 
Notice is hereby given that the 
Haines Borough, Alaska, will re-
ceive sealed bids for the PORT 
CHILKOOT DOCK WATER-
FRONT AND LETNIKOF COVE 
HARBOR RENOVATIONS, until 
2 p.m. AST, Tue., 4/2/13, at the 
Office of the Borough Clerk, Bor-
ough Admin. Bldg, 103 Third Ave 
S., PO Box 1209, Haines, AK 
99827.
 
Bid documents inc. Instructions to 
Bidders, forms, specs & drawings 
are available for a non-refundable 
$75 fee by contacting Julie Cozzi 
at the above address, (907) 766-
2231 ext. 31, or jcozzi@haines.
ak.us OR in electronic format 
at www.hainesalaska.gov/. Pro-
spective bidders are encouraged 
to attend a pre-bid conference on 
Thur., 3/14/13 at 2 p.m.

 Posted: 3/6/13
Michelle Webb, Deputy Clerk

(9b)

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
VISITOR SHUTTLE SERVICE

 
The Haines Borough seeks pro-
posals from qualified individuals 
or firms to offer shopper/visi-
tor shuttle service from the Port 
Chilkoot Dock to the Haines Visi-
tor Center and other designated 
stops during visits of large cruise 
ships not currently providing this 
service.  The contract will also in-
clude shuttle service to and from 
the ferry terminal and Visitor Cen-
ter and other designated stops for 
Haines’ large events. For more 
info. contact the Borough Clerk’s 
Office or visit the borough web-
site: www.hainesalaska.gov. 
Proposal deadline: 4 p.m., Thur. 
March 21, 2013. Proposals 
must be written and submitted 
to the Borough Clerk’s Office by 
mail: PO Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827; hand-delivery: 103 Third 
Ave. S; fax: (907) 766-2716; or 
email: jcozzi@haines.ak.us.

 
Posted 3/5/13

Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk
(9b)

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Planning 
Commission

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS
 
At 6:30 p.m., on Thursday, March 
14, 2013, in the Assembly Cham-
bers at the Public Safety Building, 
public hearings are scheduled for 
the following:
 
Applicant: Albert Sacks
Location: 117 Second Avenue, 
Summer Inn B&B
Zoning: Commercial 
Public Hearing Item: Seek to obtain 
a vacation and purchase of a 0.73 
feet of the alley right-of-way along 
the 117.42 feet of the property’s 
northern lot line.
 
Applicant: Jan Van Dort
Location: East of Barnett Drive
Zoning: Single Residential
Public Hearing Item: A subdivision 
of Lot 4, Lynnvista Estates Subdivi-
sion into 2 lots.
 
Applicant: Haines Borough
Location: Excursion Inlet
Zoning: General Use
Public Hearing Item: To approve the 
revised-preliminary plat of munici-
pal entitlement land to facilitate the 
transfer land ownership from the 
State to Haines Borough.

Posted 03/04/13
Xi Cui “Tracy”

Haines Borough P & Z Tech III
(9b)

Star t ing March 12 Trucano 
Construction begins construction 
on the Chilkat River Bridge at Mile 
25 for at least six consecutive 
days. The bridge will be single lane 
traffic from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Please 
obey traffic flaggers and signs. 
Stay tuned for any traffic changes.  
Contact Doug Trucano at (907) 
321-2680 for questions. (9b)

Tuesday, March 5
 Dispatch received a call about 
two vehicles parked on the side 
of the Beach Road extension, 
making it difficult to drive around 
them. An officer determined the 
vehicles were not a hazard.
 A Mathias Drive resident 
reported a disturbance and 
requested extra patrols.
 Dispatch received a call about 
garbage falling out the back 
of a moving vehicle. An officer 
responded but was rerouted to 
a priority call.
 Officers were advised of 
skateboarders riding in the 
middle of a Lutak Road hill. 
Monday, March 4
 Officers were advised of a 
domestic violence protection 
order for the department to 
serve. 
Sunday, March 3
 An officer advised dispatch of 
a rock slide at 2 Mile Lutak Road. 
The officer cleared the road as 
much as possible. State road 
crews were notified.
 An ind iv idua l  repor ted 
fireworks being shot off near 27 
Mile Haines Highway. Troopers 
were advised.
 A caller reported an individual 
was threatening a resident at 
1 Mile Haines Highway and 
the resident’s animals. Officers 
contacted the parties.
 Officers were advised of 
a reckless driver near Beach 
Road. The caller said the driver 
stayed in the wrong lane a long 
time. 
 Officers were advised of a 
complaint about an individual 
driving without insurance.
 Officers were advised of a call 
from an individual who wanted 
to report a second party was 
threatened by a third party, but 
the second party did not want to 
report it. 
Saturday, March 2
 A caller requested officers 
ensure an individual wouldn’t be 
allowed in his residence while 

the caller was gone. Dispatch 
advised that the magistrate 
would have to issue a protective 
order.
  Troopers were advised a 
person felt threatened by a 
family member near 26 Mile 
Haines Highway. 
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for speeding 
and failure to stop at a stop sign. 
Friday, March 1
 Troopers were advised of 
vehicle rollover report at 29 
Mile Haines Highway involving 
one male passenger. Police, 
fire and ambulance crews were 
dispatched. No injuries were 
reported.
 The magistrate brought 
a protect ive order to the 
department to be served.
 An officer initiated 12 cases 
for abandoned vehicles.
 Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle entering 
private property. Officers made 
contact with the vehicle’s 
occupants, who left when asked.
 One traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for unsafe lane 
changes.
Thursday, Feb. 28
 An individual living on Deishu 
Drive repor ted two moose 
walking in the area. 
 Officers initiated a case 
against a man for driving with a 
suspended license.
 Two traffic stops resulted 
in a citation for driving with a 
suspended license and failure 
to carry proof of insurance and a 
verbal warning for failure to use 
a turn signal.
Wednesday, Feb. 27
 An officer responded to a call 
reporting an unsecured premise. 
The caller reported a door was 
open and requested an officer 
clear the building, which he did.
 State road crews were 
advised of a rock slide near 14 
Mile Haines Highway. 
 Dispatch received 17 medical 
calls. 
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Un-Classified Ads

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the ma
th

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

HELP WANTED:  Par t-t ime 
bicycle guide in Haines for 
the 2013 season. You need to 
be 23 years or older. This job 
requires public speaking and 
a positive, outgoing, friendly 
attitude. Basic knowledge of 
bike mechanics is helpful. 
Guides must be able to drive a 
tour van and pull a trailer. Call 
766-2869 for more information 
or go to the employment page 
on www.cyclealaska.com

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month.767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44cb)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

Any person that has used 
Viking Cove for recreation or 
subsistence during the last 
40 years please contact Fred 
Einspruch, Box 56, Haines, AK 
99827. (7c)

FREE – Used but useable lumber 
in various lengths and sizes. 
Includes a couple of 4x8 
plywood sheets. It’s been 
inside so it could be cut up 
for firewood.  Can be seen at 
and taken from The American 
Legion on the Dalton Street 
side toward the rear of the 
building.(9b)

DRS. LOUIE AND JUDY -- Happy 
Birthdays from Krennie. Have 
fun at Spring Training. Go 
White Sox!

 SEEKING small cabin for rent 
to professional, year-round 
resident. 847-373-9474.

Health Educator I 
Haines/Klukwan, .5 FTE and 
benefited. Salary $18.64/hour 
on up DOE. This position works 
as a member of the SEARHC 
health promotion / diabetes team 
to plan, implement and evaluate 
health education strategies, 
interventions and programs. 
These services are provided to 
individuals, small groups, and 
communities in the SEARHC 
region as part of the Community 
Health Services Division. See 
more information at www.searhc.
org. Apply online or download 
an application and submit it to 
SEARHC Human Resources, 
222 Tongass Drive, Sitka, AK 
99835. Phone 907.966.8311. Fax 
907.966.8404. Preference given 
to Alaskan Natives/American 
Indians who meet the baseline 
requirements. Visit us and apply. 
(51cb)

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

“Whoever lives in love lives in
 God, and God in him.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- 1 John 4:16

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY






 










Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

It’s not too 
late to order 

MOIMOI NETS  
for spring arrival
Stormin Norman

723-4848

NOTICE OF 
POSITION VACANCY

The Haines Borough School 
District is looking for a part-time 
custodian. 4 hrs/night. Closes 
March 11th. Please contact Ashley 
at 766-6725 for more information. 
(8,9b)
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Picking berries and harvesting fish is considered family 

time for the Molers. Kim and Darrel are raising their 

children to rely on the land while respecting it. Kim’s 

parents taught her the importance of culture and food. 

A strong connection to family and the land will continue 

to be a way of life for the Molers.

VALUES In ACTIOn

 As my friend Karen – who 
would be riding with me – and I 
struggled with the 2007 Yamaha 
Bravo we’d be sharing, I looked 
at the other riders, confidently 
revving up their sleds and zipping 
off toward the course.

 “You’ve got the real sledheads, 
and the  famil ies ,  and the 
beginners,” said Campbell, noting 
the “pretty good” turnout of about 
50 participants.

 Seeing us soliciting help from 
a 13-year-old boy, Campbell came 
back over and got us started. 
Possibly sensing that we’d fudged 
our credentials as experienced 
riders, he hopped on his machine 
and stayed close enough to lead 
us through the start of the course.

 I can’t recall the first few 
minutes of the ride, as I was still 
trying to remember Rule #1, 
but they must have been rough 
because Karen, I later learned, fell 
off the seat behind me and into 
the machine’s cargo basket. She 
managed to stay on.

 My focus was mainly on not 
tipping over, but a snowmachine 
crossing the river at my left caught 
my eye.

 I learned this is called “water 
skipping.” Campbell explained: 
“You aim at the water, and hit the 
throttle, and pray… Let me put it 
this way: We really should own jet 
skis, but they suck on the snow.”

 In between runs, we picked 
playing cards from a deck, 

grabbed some Doritos from the 
table of food by the fire pit and 
switched drivers. We gained more 
confidence and ventured off the 
packed trail a few times, but my 
snowmachine poker buddies and 
I were not about to try crossing 
open water.

 After collecting our final 
playing cards and finishing our 
last lap, we headed to the food 
table, where a crowd including 
6-year-old Ohlin Brooks gathered 
for hot dogs off the grill.

 Ohlin, whose snowmachine 
career started a year ago, told me 
he likes driving them “because 
you can do a lot of tricks” and “go 
as fast as you can go.” The first 
grader said it’s not scary – for the 

most part. “The only time I get 
scared is when I do side things, 
because then my snowmachine 
tips over on me and my boot gets 
stuck and I have to get help.”

DADS DANCE -- Members of Kim Sundberg’s youth ballet and dance program perform with parents during Saturday’s “Lovely Ballet Recital” at the Chilkat Center. 
The event was the culmination of the program that started last fall and involved 44 youths between the ages of 3 and 17. Parents and friends of dancers crowded the 
center hall for the show. Jacque Horn photo.

 Somehow, my measly pair of 
sixes won me $13, making the run 
the most lucrative poker game of 
my life.

 Thanks for the use of the sleds, 
George.

   Harbor Bar  
February Hours  

  Mon. - Sat open at 6 p.m.           

Pool Tournament Monday $100 Prizes
World Tavern Poker Wed & Fri. - 7 & 10 p.m.

Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.
Saturday March 9 Old School Poker 7 & 10 p.m.

Saturday March 16 St Patty’s Day Party

        Closed for the season

close 9 p.m. (or later)

POKER from page 1


