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Sportsmen seeking
youths for program

Agency: Violations on 54 dates

December snowfall sets record

Chief hopeful explains leaving job  

SEABA agrees to
pay $21K to BLM

See SNOW page  8

SINGING IN THE NEW YEAR -- From left, Alissia Rogers, Rhani Kochergin and Dante Light sing 
karaoke at the Haines Alcohol Task Force New Year’s Eve party at the ANB Hall. See Duly Noted, 
page 2. Tom Morphet photo. 

By Tom Morphet
A free, trap-shooting clinic for 

youths will be offered 10 a.m. 
Saturday at the Haines Sportsman’s 
Range on Mud Bay Road near the 
Mount Riley trailhead. Loaner 
guns are available for use.

 Youths from fourth-grade 
and up are  encouraged to 
come to the event, said Haines 
S p o r t s m a n ’s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
president Shane Horton. Neil 
Moss, who coordinates Alaska 
Youth Education Shooting, will 
speak about establishing a youth 
shooting program here.

 Established in Alaska about 
10 years ago, scholastic clay 
trap shooting is a varsity sport 
in Wasilla, Palmer, Houston 
and Upper Susitna high schools 
and affiliated youth shooting 
programs also have been launched 
in Ketchikan, Fairbank, Homer, 
Soldotna and Eagle River.

 Moss is hoping to launch 
programs in Haines, Juneau and 
Sitka in the coming months.

T h e  p r o g r a m  i n c l u d e s 
competition in trap, skeet and 
sporting clays and culminates 

with a s tate championship 
competition each June in Wasilla, 
with top shooters advancing to 
national competition in the Lower 
48. 

The program teaches self-
confidence, concentration and 
gun safety and has proven results, 
Moss said this week. “Almost 
any kid with any hand-eye 
coordination at all can shoot 
clay targets… Pretty phenomenal 
young men and women have come 
out of this program.” 

As a “C” grade average is 
required for participation, the 
program also has helped students 
maintain grades.

 Moss will be accompanied 
by two student shooters as 
ambassadors. Parents and adults 
are encouraged to come with 
students Saturday. “We’re hoping 
everybody in town will come out 
and see what we’re doing.”

 Sportsman’s president Horton 
said the group is hosting Moss as 
part of a group effort to expand 
youth offerings. “This sounded 
like a good way to get some new 
kids out there,” he said.

By Tom Morphet
Nearly 92 inches of snow that 

fell in town during December is 
an apparent record for the month, 
topping 77.1 inches that came 
in 2006, according to Nicole 
Ferrin, a National Weather Service 
meteorologist in Juneau.

 All but one inch of December’s 
91.8 inches measured downtown 
came in the month’s final three 
weeks, starting with 5.8 inches 
on Dec. 10. The dumping peaked 
Dec. 13-14, when 14 inches fell.  

 As of  Monday,  winter ’s 
accumulation totaled 118.2 inches. 
That’s a little shy of last year’s 
season total of 128.5 inches, but 
off the pace of the record season 
snowfall in 2011-12, when 360.7 
inches fell, starting with 129.8 
inches in November. (Another 40 
inches of snow fell in December 
that winter.)

“We got whacked pretty good,” 
said Carol Waldo, whose family 
operates a snowplow business. 
“We were busy (during the 
holiday). So was everybody else.”

  Waldo said recent snows don’t 
compare to one that came in the 
winter of 1948-49, when her 
family couldn’t get out the door 
at #9 Officer’s Row. “We woke 
up one morning and had to go 

out through the upstairs window. 
It was the biggest snow we had 
here and all over the West. It was 
a terrible winter everywhere.”

 The town’s snow-moving 
equipment back then was limited 
to a few tractors left over from the 
Army, she said. “They didn’t close 
school. You walked” and parents 
escorted children to make sure 
they weren’t lost in snowdrifts, 
she said. 

 Ski shop owner Dan Egolf, 
who returned home Monday 
after leaving Dec. 20, said he got 
a kick out of the day’s weather 
forecast, as reported by KHNS. 
“The announcer said there was 
going to be two inches of snow By Tom Morphet

In ter im Haines  Borough 
Manager Julie Cozzi said this 
week she was comfortable 
with a police chief candidate’s 
explanation of why he resigned a 
$96,000-per-year job as chief in 
suburban Boise after being placed 
on leave in 2007.

Bill Musser worked on the force 
at Meridian, Idaho, for 20 years 
before being promoted to chief 
in 2003.

“We’ll find out much more 
after a background check, but it 
wasn’t a disciplinary leave at all. 
The mayor disagreed with what 
Musser wanted to do with staffing. 
It was a strong mayor form of 
government and she wanted him 
to take time off and return with a 
staffing plan. He decided then it 
was time to retire. He retired under 
good circumstances,” Cozzi said 
this week.

Musser, 55, is one of two 
finalists for the chief job following 
a month of screenings and 
interviews by Cozzi and others. 
Finalist Richard Crays, a law 
enforcement instructor for the 
State of Wyoming who lives in 
Glenrock, Wyo., will be in Haines 
by the weekend. He’ll meet with 
members of the police department 
and attend a public reception 
starting 3 p.m. Friday at the public 
library. Haines Borough interim 
chief Simon Ford withdrew his 
application for the job Dec. 20. 

Other than Internet-based news 

reports on Musser, Cozzi said 
she had no independent sources 
about Musser’s departure. Musser, 
who met with residents in Haines 
Saturday, raised the issue while 
speaking with police officers 
here and provided a more detailed 
account during an interview with 
the CVN. 

“I was on administrative leave 
pursuant to the mayor (Tammy 
de Weerd) and some issues she 
wanted to address and some 
strategic planning, so she gave me 
some time to do it since I’d been 
so busy I hadn’t been able to get 
there,” Musser said.

“Part of the issues – if I 
remember correctly – had to do 
with… We’d had a couple (police 
department members) who’d 
done exit interviews and part of 
that was that they felt like they 
didn’t get listened to as much 
as they should have and that 
sometimes maybe I asked other 
people for advice rather than 
make a decision myself. I tend to 
be a participatory-style leader,” 
Musser said.

The town and police force 
had doubled in size during his 
four years as chief, Musser said, 
leaving him “extremely busy.” 
The leave was to provide time 
needed for him to “develop some 
new communication strategies for 
the department,” Musser said.

News reports raised questions 
about why he’d been placed on 
leave, which came back to him 

through questions members of 
the public asked his daughter and 
wife, he said. “Frankly, from my 
standpoint, you can mess with me 
all you want, but don’t mess with 
my family… I told the mayor, ‘I 
don’t think it was fair what went 
on and what my family went 
through, so I’m retiring.’”

The CVN this week was unable 
to reach mayor de Weerd, who 
has led the city since 2004. City 
of Meridian spokesperson Natalie 
Podgorski this week said Musser 
left there “to pursue other career 
opportunities. Because this is a 
personnel issue, I can’t provide 
you any more insights into his 
decision to retire from his position 
as police chief.”

Musser received accolades 
from Meridian city leaders at 
a meeting where his departure 
was addressed. He has worked in 
law enforcement education since 
leaving the Meridian force.

Asked in the CVN interview 
about his knowledge of solving 
crimes, Musser said he worked 
more than seven years  on 
investigations. “I’d spend about a 
year and a half on investigations 
and be bumped back over to 
patrol because I’d done a lot of 
troubleshooting for the chief at 
the time… I’ve been a trained 
investigator, which includes 
being able to investigate most 
anything from a petty theft on up 

By Tom Morphet
A Haines helicopter skiing 

company has agreed to pay more 
than $21,000 in fines and fees for  
flying on federal lands closed to 
the activity 54 times during 78 
days of operation during the past 
two years.

 S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a 
Backcountry Adventures signed 
a plea agreement containing 
the allegations, which was filed 
recently in federal district court 
in Anchorage. The case stems 
from a federal investigation of 
the company triggered by the heli-
skiing death of Christian Cabanilla 
March 3. 

 The company also agreed to 
a two-year probationary period. 
A federal court judge must still 
approve the plea deal. 

“This investigation revealed 
that despite knowing that SEABA 
was not permitted for helicopter 
skiing on BLM-managed lands 
in this area, SEABA operated 
commercially on BLM-managed 
land on approximately 54 dates in 
2012 and 2013 out of 78 total days 
of heli-ski operations in these two 
seasons,” the plea agreement says.

In a statement from attorney 
Tracey Knutson this week, SEABA 
described the encroachments 
as  “minor,  infrequent  and 
inconsequential.”

“(A recent  news ar t ic le) 
intimating that 54 incursions over 

a 78-day period had occurred was 
misleading,” Knutson said. “In 
reality, a similar number of client 
ski day land boundary infractions 
occurred over a couple year period 
so that transit into federal lands 
was infrequent. The boundary 
intrusion most often was only for 
helicopter access with the actual 
ski runs occurring on state land,” 
Knutson said.

Cabanilla and four others were 
skiing on federal lands closed to 
commercial heli-skiing when the 
fatal accident occurred. Two of the 
other skiers were seriously injured. 
The trip in the Kicking Horse 
drainage was a non-commercial 
outing led by SEABA guides.

 The accident occurred on a ski-
run on BLM-managed land that 
the company had named for one 
of its frequent customers. It had 
been included on a map SEABA 
had submitted for a 2011 BLM 
permit that was not approved.

S E A B A o f f i c i a l s  h a v e 
previously complained that the 
BLM is holding up the company’s 
use of the land.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p l e a 
agreement, the company had a 
permit for operating on BLM 
land from 2002 through 2006, 
then allowed the permit to 
expire. Following expiration 
of the permit, BLM closed the 
land to heli-skiing “pending an 

See SEABA page 8
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Duly Noted
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Save the Date To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-2688 or 
email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.

Thursday, Jan. 9
 Walkers, 8 to 9:30 a.m. in the high school 
gym. Every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 Tykes and Trikes, 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 
elementary gym.
 Ukulele with Mr. K and Friends. Bring 
your uke and have some fun. 5 p.m. at the 
library.
 Burger Feed, 5 p.m. at American Legion.
 Planning Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
in assembly chambers.
Friday, Jan. 10
 Reception for Police Chief Candidate 
Richard Crays, 3 p.m. at the library
 Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation  
Association meeting, 5:30 pm at the museum.  
 Glacier Bears Boys Basketball vs. 
Metlakatla, 6:30 p.m. in the high school gym. 
Games also Saturday.
Saturday, Jan. 11
 Library Book Club meeting 3 p.m. at the 
library.
Monday, Jan. 13
 Mother Goose Stories and Songs, 11 a.m. 
at the library. 
 Business Venture Forum - Path to 
Prosperity in Haines. Sponsored by the Haines 
Chamber of Commerce. Brown bag lunch, noon 
to 1:30 p.m. at the library.
Tuesday, Jan. 14
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Haines School Board meeting, 7 p.m. at 
the Haines School.
  Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the museum.

Thursday, Jan. 16
 Lynn Canal Conservation Presents: The 
Musicwood,  a documentary film about Tongass 
National Forest logging impacts on guitar 
making, 6 p.m. at the library.
 Chamber Bingo Night, 6:30 p.m. at ANB 
Hall. 
Friday, Jan. 17
 Calcutta Auction, 5:30 p.m.at Fogcutter. 
 Glacier Bears Girls Basketball vs. Craig, in 
the high school gym. Games also Saturday. 
 Chilkat Valley Study and Discussion Group 
meets. Discussion of “Haines: The First Century” 
by Elisabeth S. Hakkinen, and an introductory 
tour of Sheldon Museum resources, 7 p.m. at the 
museum.
Saturday, Jan. 18
 Alcan 200 Race begins, 10 a.m. at the border.
 Saturday Stroll, 10 a.m. at the museum.
 Alcan 200 Awards Banquet and Dinner,  
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion.
Tuesday, Jan. 21
 Mosquito Lake School Public Hearing, 5 
p.m. at Mosquito Lake School.
Wednesday, Jan. 22
 Upper Lynn Canal Fish and Game Advisory 
Committee Meeting, 6 p.m. in assembly 
chambers. 
Friday, Jan. 24
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 9:30 a.m. 
in assembly chambers.
 Tuesday, Jan. 28
 Assembly Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.

Editorial

Letters to the Editor
Hire Ford as chief, question power use

Hire Simon Ford as police chief and stop spending money advertising. 
If David Sosa is the guy for manager and he accepts the job, have him 
come back in mid-January with his wife, and ask him again. If Alaska 
Power and Telephone wants to raise rates 18 percent because the 
demand is dropping along with population, ask Mr. Grimm about 
the viewshed of the waterfall from Goat Lake, which is regulated in 
conjunction with the National Park Service for the tourists on the train 
from the cruise ships. They pour the water over the dam so the train 
people can see the waterfalls! Also, someone needs to question the 
construction of the all-electric building (the supposed veterans’ home 
and supposed “wellness center”) that removes numerous non-profits 
from the private sector rentals with taunts of lower costs. This move 
affects the private enterprise rental structure in Haines. This entity in its 
completion could put us over the top for hydro usage during the winter, 
and we would have to go on diesel! But talking with the powers that 
be, he said they could handle it! Sure they can! Now, coincidentally, 
AP&T wants to raise rates. This is a federally subsidized structure, 
which the Haines taxpayers will eventually fund, starting now with 
an electric increase! For everyone, beginning in January with an 8 
percent increase in order to ease us into the real increase of 18 percent. 
Happy New Year! 

            Norm Smith

When calling for amublance is not safe
 I have lived in many places, most of them very snowy in the winter. 

I am appalled that this borough would, without a doubt, risk the lives 
of its residents by not plowing the roads on weekends when it snows. 
On Saturday, Dec. 28, my daughter passed out at my house. I arrived 
just in time to see the ambulance almost unable to make it out of the 
trailer park and then spin out and slide sideways down Fourth Avenue 
because it could not make it to my driveway, almost hitting the vehicle 
I was in. We could go nowhere because there was a vehicle behind us! 
Are we so broke from paying off corrupt cops and spending money on 
other things besides the safety of the citizens of this community? Even 
when there is no snow there are front-end-destroying, huge potholes 
everywhere. How much will it cost the borough if someone dies because 
the municipality didn’t plow on weekends, making it impossible for 
medical help to reach people? The weather could care less about what 
day it is. When it snows, you must plow as you are now jeopardizing 
the very lives of the people who elected you! Before borough leaders 
spend $500,000 to revamp 911 maybe they should make sure that the 
responders can respond to a 911 call. The way it is now, calling 911 
on a snowy weekend is not a safe option!

              Dean Lari

 
The town is lean this time of year. Wallets are thin from Christmas 

spending, the snowbirds are in the southlands, and year-round residents 
start heading out on vacations to sunny climes. Wouldn’t this be a good 
time for the Haines Borough to offer a tax-free day on local sales?

Other Southeast municipalities have established one day without 
local sales tax as a way of promoting local stores and shopping at 
home. Businesses in Haines already offer special promotions for the 
holidays or customer appreciation events, lopping off mark-ups. But 
that’s money coming out of their pockets.

The Haines Borough should step up to the plate, as other 
municipalities have, as a gesture of goodwill to local merchants and 
residents. A tax-free day in mid-January would be an appropriate tribute 
to businesses and residents who keep the town running year-round. 

My wife usually knows better than to let me drive her truck. She let 
her guard down between Christmas and New Year’s and we wound up 
in the legendary Letnikof snowbank at dinnertime on Saturday, Dec. 28.

We weren’t alone. Neighbors were stuck in front of us and behind.  
I was pretty sure I could have used an old hydroplaning trick to blast 
through the drifts, were it not for the car high-centered in front of us. 
I was explaining to my wife just how it might work as she vowed to 
never again be my passenger.

After a cell phone call to 911, police Sgt. Jason Rettinger and state 
trooper Andrew Neason showed up and we had about as much fun as 
a dozen people can in a white-out in the dark, digging and pulling cars 
out of waves of snow. Then the trooper radioed for a state plow and 
we all got through. 

Not long ago, drivers stranded at Letnikof spent the night at Ed and 
Molly Hibler’s place on the corner. Lifelong Mud Bay resident Jan 
Hill recalled that as a child she spent two nights at Hibler’s during a 
particularly bad storm. Thirty-year resident Sandy Barclay said she 
and others once dug through the corner by hand, an hours-long ordeal 
that involved inching their car forward a few shovel-widths at a time.   

By the time of our rescue Dec. 28, we were wet, tired, and windburnt, 
but also grateful. Ed and Molly and their house are all gone now, and 
the snow shovels riding around in Subarus tend to be those toy-sized 
ones carried by skiers. Without the help of the big rigs, it would have 
been a much longer night.     

    

 Thanks to Alaska Marine Lines, Lutak Lumber, Mountain Market, 
Chris Downer, David Benjamin and Erwin Hertz, whose contributions 
helped make the 9th annual Haines Polar Bear Dip a success. If you 
dove in but didn’t get your 2014 Haines Polar Bear Club membership 
card, stop by the newspaper office.

                                                                                   -- Tom Morphet By Eileen McIver
Lindsay Johnson and Graham 

Kraft were married Dec. 27 at 
their property near Viking Cove. 
The bride, groom, and guests skied 
and snowshoed to the outdoor 
ceremony overlooking Lynn 
Canal. Friend Rachel Walton of 
Ketchikan officiated. Afterward, 
the group went swimming in 
Viking Cove and hot-tubbing 
before sitting down to a newlywed 
feast that included goat tacos, 
crab caught by Jeremy Taylor, 
and “merry” berry pie. Guests 
included photographer Erik 
Stevens, Sylvia Heinz, Andrew 
Cardella, Lizi Wirak, Stacie 
Evans, Jason Ethan of Juneau, 
and witnesses Beth Fenhaus 
and Jeffrey Moskowitz. Johnson 
thanks magistrate John Hutchins, 
who she said helped make the 
wedding happen. Post wedding 
plans include a big party to 
celebrate with out-of-town family 
and friends this year.                

Bil l  and Joyce Thomas 
joined 11 family members and 
friends for a week of visiting son 
Gabe, Gabe’s girlfriend Tracey 
Harmon and their daughter Mila 
in Orlando, Fla. Guests included 
Danny Thomas and daughter 
Kieley  of Haines, Tracey’s 
parents’ Elza and Patty Harmon, 
Bill’s sister Nancy Hemingway, 
and husband Bill and Tracey’s 
brother and sister-in-law. 

Verity Love Thorgesen was 
born 6:41 a.m. Dec. 29 to parents 
Amy and Chris Thorgesen at 
Bartlett Regional Hospital in 
Juneau. She weighed 8 pounds, 8 
ounces, and measured 21 inches. 
Siblings are Abigail, Mathias, 
Levi, Joseph, Faith, Tierza, 
Holly, and Scarlett. 

Stephanie Scott’s daughter 
Reed Scott-Schwalbach  of 
Portland was in town for the 
holidays. She visited friends 
and attended the KHNS ball. 
Meanwhile, Maor  and Len 
Feldman and daughters Maya and 
Ella were in Portland, cat-sitting 
at Scott-Schwalbach’s house. The 
Feldmans were visiting Len’s 
daughter, Hannah Feldman 

Erickson, a childhood friend of 
Scott-Schwalback who lives with 
her family in Portland. 

Former resident Gus Browning 
visited for a day, spending time 
with Haines friends and former 
classmates including Chandler 
Kemp, Tristan Sebens, and 
Marley Horner, who were all in 
town for the holidays. Browning 
works as a video game designer in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

 The Haines Alcohol Task 
Force Third Annual New Year’s 
Eve party drew 112 people to 
the ANB Hall. Event organizer 
Victoria Moore said it was a 
joy to see families celebrating 
the holiday together in a safe 
environment. The party included 
a performance by guitarist-singer 
Jeff Alvine, karaoke, and dancing. 
Guests feasted on moose and 
potluck sides. Tickets were drawn 
throughout the night for $900 
in door prizes and cash donated 
by local businesses. ANS Camp 
5 gave $200. Trish and Dave 
Folletti and Sue Folletti also 
helped organize the event.      

Wings of Alaska officials say 
the airline’s third annual “Food 
4 Flight” canned food drive in 
November was a success. People 
who brought four food items to the 
Wings ticket counters in Haines, 
Gustavus, Juneau, Skagway, or 
Hoonah received a $25 Wings 
travel voucher. Claire James, 
director of marketing for SeaPort 
Airlines, Inc., said food was 
donated to the Salvation Army 
in Haines Corps and Hoonah and 
The Glory Hole in Juneau.   

About 75 people attended “The 
Snow Ball,” the second New 
Year’s Eve masquerade party 
at the Chilkat Center hosted by 
KHNS. Development director 
Leslie Ross said that the winter 
wonderland-themed party was 
great, though attendance dropped 
a bit from last year’s event.  
Skagway’s Dread Onion and Eric 
Holle’s Oringatones provided 
music. Ross said the stage was a 
masterpiece, thanks to program 
director Amelia Nash. Sarah 
Jaymot provided some catering. 

Guests enjoyed savory appetizers 
and desserts and drinks hosted by 
the Pioneer Bar.  Lee Heinmiller 
and Jim Lampkins helped with 
sound and lights. 

The McIver family – parents 
Tom and Beth, daughters Katie 
and Kerry and 85-year-old 
grandma Rosemary Kwitkowski 
– traveled to Haines to spend 
Christmas with daughter Eileen. 
Arriving from Cleveland via 
Fairbanks on Dec. 22, they acted in 
a skit at the Holly Jolly Christmas 
Follies the same day. Adventures 
included snowshoeing to Tom 
Morphet and Jane Pascoe’s cabin 
for Boxing Day, buying Marianne 
Rasmussen hats, cross-country 
skiing, and ice-skating. Kerry 
plunged into the slushy water at 
the Polar Bear Swim while the rest 
of the family went dog sledding 
with Jim and Deb Stanford’s dog 
team. Other highlights included 
winning second place at the 
Pioneer Bar’s trivia night, spotting 
dozens of bald eagles along the 
Haines Highway, and seeing Lori 
Webster without her trademark 
dreads.  

Twenty-six shooters turned 
out for the Haines Sportsman’s 
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Kyle’s                                
        Corner

Kyle Fossman
UAA Seawolf

 vs Western Washington        Jan. 2
   UAA lost 104-89

   Pts: 22 
   Asst: 4     Reb: 3    Min: 38

(5-10 three-pointers)

This week UAA plays at 
Montana State and Seattle Pacifi c!

 vs Simon Fraser                Jan. 4
   UAA won, 107-77 

   Pts: 22   
   Asst: 3     Reb: 9     Min: 31

(5-8 three-pointers)

BRISK PLUNGE -- About 30 souls turned out at 10 a.m. on New Year’s Day to participate in the 9th 
annual Polar Bear Dip at Port Chilkoot Dock. They sprinted through about six inches of snow on the 
beach and into slushy water. Participation was down from about 55 who made the dip in 2013. The 
air temperature was about 34 F. A beachside pallet fire kept swimmers warm. John S. Hagen photo.

LETTERS from page 1

For Local Government Info 

hainesalaska.gov

Mohanna a remarkable young leader
Congratulations to Haytham Mohanna for winning first place in 

the 2013 International Education week contest for his presentation 
on his homeland in Palestine. Haytham gave an outstanding 
presentation to 65 people at the library on Nov. 15, coordinated 
by Haines People for Peace. We are fortunate to have such a 
remarkable young leader in our community as an exchange student 
this year.  Enjoy your well-earned prize trip to Honolulu, Haytham! 
                                                     George Figdor and Melissa Aronson    

      Haines People for Peace

Foundation grant boosts vet program 
The Haines Animal Rescue Kennel would like to thank the Chilkat 

Valley Community Foundation for its $800 grant that helped fund our 
Emergency Veterinary Assistance Program. This program helped 18 
Haines residents pay for their pets’ veterinary expenses during  medical 
emergencies. The grant helped HARK grow this emergency assistance 
program by nearly 25 percent. Our community is fortunate to have the 
foundation. They make it possible for nonprofits throughout the borough 
to provide for fellow community members in need. Thank you Chilkat 
Valley Community Foundation for being part of Haines.

                                                               Steve Vick, HARK Director

Thanks for family’s lighting donations
I would like to offer a big thanks to Patty Campbell and Andy 

Glackin for their extra efforts decorating the town for the holidays. 
Patty purchased holiday lights for the borough administration Building 
and Main Street power poles. Andy braved frigid temperatures with 
his boom truck to install lights on the administration building. Please 
remember to say thanks when you see them. 

                                                      Darsie Culbeck, Haines Borough

By Joe Parnell
A few days ago I visited an abandoned cabin. A friend built it about 

15 years ago with only three walls. When I asked him why he left one 
side open, he said, “So you can hear the birds chirp.” I was stupefied. 
But when I took a nap in the cabin’s loft, sure enough, I could hear a 
bird chirping. I had to admit, it was pleasant and soothing.

 I lived out the road then, but it didn’t work out. I worked and played 
in town and always needed something in town, especially someone 
to socialize with. Paying for fuel was no fun. Neither was the night I 
slalomed through a moose family at 50 miles per hour. One night, ice 
on the road was so solid you could only drive about 10 miles per hour.

 So I gave up country living. My cabin sat with its fuel jugs, 
woodstove, ski boots and screwdrivers for a decade or more until a 
day or two ago, when I found myself looking upstairs just to see what 
was there. I discovered a few sketchbooks of art and two duffel bags 
of notebooks of my writings. Mice had eaten pieces of some of the 
notebooks. Is paper like roughage for mice? Salad? 

Considering the circumstances, the notebooks were in good shape. 
The writings weren’t so good – mostly disjointed, self-centered, short 
and unfinished. The only thing I could ever finish were poems for girls 
I had no chance with. I was pretty good at those. For example: “You’re 
an indoor Northern Light.” 

 I plunged into nostalgia. This stuff was me at that time. The art was 
of waves and sunsets from when I lived in Mexico. The writings were 
parts of me from then, and even though they sucked, I had a record of 
what I thought about and thought important enough to write about. 

 Nowadays, people “Tweet” their ideas, or blog them. Fifteen years 
from now, will they scroll down their computer screens to see what 
they wrote, like leafing through a notebook? I guess the answer is yes, 
they will. But a notebook eaten by a mouse tells me I was alive back 
then and here’s the proof. I have a history and it isn’t the history one 
can check on a computer. 

 Computers are great tools. I’m typing this on one. But as I look 
down at my duffel bag and beat-up notebooks, I wonder, will I have 
this same feeling in 15 years when I get out my laptop?

Joe Parnell is a writer, humorist and 20-year Haines resident. He 
can be reached at oojoe1998@yahoo.com. 

Wonderings

Give where you live.

We appreciate your gift.

The Haines Sportsmens Association 
is redesigning its trap range to better serve its members.   
    We are going to have two complete ranges with voice 
controlled releases. This will enable us to double our usage 
during popular shooting events, greatly reducing wait time. 
This effort requires clearing and grubbing, earth moving, 
concrete work, electrical and mechanical. 
    We have purchased two trap machines as well as two 
new voice-release systems. 
    We would like to thank some of the many people and 
companies who have helped us during 2013, providing 
machinery, labor or both.

Thank you one and all, Shane D. Horton, Pres.

Donny Turner
George Campbell
Shane Horton 

Territorial Sportsman’s 

Rocky Hickman & family
Charlie Dewitt
Roger Schnabel

By Tom Morphet
 In  a  Dec.  12 let ter,  the 

commissioner of the Department 
of Fish and Game formally denied 
a petition by the Upper Lynn 
Canal Advisory Board to rescind 
a reciprocal agreement that allows 
Yukon Territory residents the 
same price as Alaskans for fishing 
licenses.

 The agreement allows Alaskans 
to buy fishing licenses in the 
Yukon at the same price charged 
residents there.

 The letter from commissioner 
Cora Crome largely defending 
a state law enacted in 2005 may 
put the issue to rest, for now. 
Complaints about overfishing 
by Canadians have persisted in 
Haines for decades.

 “The issue is dead, unless 
somebody wants to bring it up 
again, as far as I’m concerned. But 
I’m just an individual,” said Tim 
McDonough, chair of the local 
committee that represents Haines 
and Klukwan to the state boards 
of fisheries and wildlife.

 The commit tee  said  the 
arrangement was costing the state 
between $200,000 and $350,000 
per year, a number that Crome 
countered, saying the department 
estimates the cost to the state at 
about $50,000. 

 Crome sa id  tha t  dur ing 
committee hearings on the 

proposed arrangement in 2003, 
Fish and Game reported 2,700 
Yukoners had bought fishing 
licenses. From 2005 to 2012, 
2,200 licenses were sold to 
Yukoners annually. While the two 
figures aren’t directly comparable 
because multiple types of non-
resident licenses are available, 
“the number of licenses sold 
since 2005 does not indicate a 
substantive increase” in Yukoners 
fishing here, Crome said.

 McDonough said the disparity 
between the two estimates of the 
cost of the program to the state 
may owe to the local committee’s 
use of seasonal licenses, and the 
state’s inclusion of less expensive 
licenses for shorter periods of 
time.

 Crome’s letter also mentioned 
suppor t  o f  the  rec ip roca l 
arrangement from the Alaska 
Chamber of Commerce and from 
Haines and Skagway. “Repeal of 
the licensing regulation may hurt, 
as opposed to help, tourism in the 
Lynn Canal area.”

 Crome recommended further 
e ffor t s  for  resc inding  the 
arrangement be directed to the 
Alaska Legislature.

 Local committee members also 
have expressed concerns about the 
harvest by Yukon anglers, but local 
Fish and Game biologists have 
said they don’t have information 

to show the take is negatively 
impacting local runs. 

  McDonough said he didn’t 
know if the reciprocal agreement 
was a concern for Alaskans outside 
of Lynn Canal.

State upholds fishing license deal

Association’s Christmas turkey 
shoot, a clear day sandwiched 
between storms, said group 
president Shane Horton. “We 
had a good turnout of shooters 
and we all got to try out our 
new, voice-release system.” 
Twenty shooters won prizes at 
contests that included 16-yard 
trap, Cutthroat, and Buy-a-Square. 
Shooters ranged in age from 8 
years old to seniors, Horton said. 

The Holly Jolly Christmas 
Follies at the Chilkat Center Dec. 
22 was a hit, said rookie producers 
Joe Parnell and Holly Jo Parnell. 
Fourteen acts were performed for 
a packed theater. The couple was 
very pleased with the turnout and 
with the “brilliant” performers.  

 Jerry and Linda Kielsmeier 
spent nearly three weeks visiting 
daughter Krista. The Iowa couple 
watched Krista perform with 
Tracy Cui and Ryan Staska in 
a Holly Jolly Christmas Follies 
skit; hiked to Lily and Chilkoot 
lakes; feasted on Christmas dinner 
at the home of Phyllis Sage and 
Joanne Waterman and had coffee 
with Doris Ward at the Senior 
Center. They also enjoyed Haines 
Presbyterian Church services led 
by pastor Ron Horn and a tour 
of the fire hall coordinated by Al 
Badgley. The highlight of the trip 
was snowshoeing to Joe Parnell’s 
cabin at Mosquito Lake. Three 
prints of Linda’s acrylic painting 
“Cruise Ship Day,” from a visit to 
Haines in summer 2011, are for 
sale at Alaska Rod’s.

DULY from page 2
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Bears’ hoops squads gear up

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

16     15       0  0
8         3  0 5.7
16 0 0 6.2
20 6 0 0
20 4 0 4.9
35 11 .54 3.8
36 18 .19 0.1
22 19 0 9.3
26 19 0 4.2
25 22 0 1.6
20 19 0 .7
27 15 0 11.1
25 16 0 2.2
24 16 0 4.3
33 20 .97 4.0
38 19 .34 Tr
35 32 .12 .2
27 22 0 .4
33 22 .40 2.5
33 23 .45 Tr
32 31 .48 1.3

Date High Low Rain Snow

Dec  17
Dec  18
Dec  19
Dec  20
Dec  21
Dec  22
Dec  23
Dec  24
Dec  25
Dec  26
Dec  27
Dec  28
Dec  29
Dec  30
Dec  31
Jan    1
Jan    2
Jan    3
Jan    4
Jan    5
Jan    6

WEATHER
In Town

Dalton Cache

24 10 Tr Tr
12 -9 0 0
12 -10 .05 2.0
11 0 .04 3.0
9 0 0 0
19 8 .04 .8
24 18 .09 2.0
28 17 .01 .5
22 15 .20 3.0
24 21 .14 1.0
25 16 Tr Tr
25 10 Tr Tr
23 15 .32 3.5
20 11 .17 2.0
21 12 .04 3.0
24 10 .05 3.0
30 23 .59 5.0
33 9 .05 .5
18 9 0 0
31 9 .25 3.0
32 28 .03 3.1

Date High Low Rain Snow

Dec  17
Dec  18
Dec  19
Dec  20
Dec  21
Dec  22
Dec  23
Dec  24
Dec  25
Dec  26
Dec  27
Dec  28
Dec  29
Dec  30
Dec  31
Jan    1
Jan    2
Jan    3
Jan    4
Jan    5
Jan    6

Dusty Trails 
Apartments

270 2nd Ave S Haines, Alaska
Call 907-766-2329
• Rental Assistance Available
• Rent Based on Income for   
         Eligible Households
• Small Pets Allowed

1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
On-site Laundry 
Off-Street Parking 

Appliances 
Carpet
Storage Area

Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer

 Residents wanting changes 
in local subsistence crabbing 
regulations have until April 10 
to submit proposals to the state 
Board of Fisheries. The board will 
consider Southeast shellfish and 
finfish regulatory proposals next 
year.

Any individual can make 
a proposal to change existing 
regulations. Forms are at the Fish 
and Game office.

“This is pretty important. 
People were pretty excited and 
concerned about (Dungeness) 
crab going away. The state said at 
that time the best way to influence 
that is to make a proposal. April 
is the time to do that,” said Tim 
McDonough, chair of the Upper 
Lynn Canal Advisory Committee 

to the boards of Fish and Wildlife.
A crab proposal  request 

also is on the agenda for an 
upcoming meeting of the advisory 
committee, starting 6 p.m. Jan. 22 
in the assembly chambers.

 Agenda items will include 
election of officers, agency 
reports, and discussion of a recent 

Fish and Game commissioner’s 
denial of the committee’s petition 
to rescind the reciprocal fishing 
license arrangement with the 
Yukon Territory.

  There also will be a report 
from the meeting of the joint 
boards, and discussion of Board 
of Fisheries statewide king and 

tanner cab proposals and Board 
of Game proposals.

Members recently elected to 
the citizen committee include 
Jamie King, Dean Risley, Johnny 
Gamble of Klukwan and Luke 
Rauscher of Skagway.

Deadline for local crab proposals is April 10

By Krista Kielsmeier
 Haines High School basketball 

squads are revving up their fast-
break offenses in anticipation 
of conference play starting this 
weekend.

 The Glacier Bears will face 
Metlakatla Friday and Saturday, 
with the boys at home and the girls 
away.

 The girls competed at a 
Pe te r sburg  tournament  in 
December, and each squad hosted 
an alumni game over the holiday 
break.

 Boys’ coach Steve Fossman 
said the Glacier Bears are aiming 
to “balance control with the 
fast break” and “to learn, if you 
don’t have it, to go back into a 
disciplined, half-court offense.”

“We’ve been working hard on 
getting our defense locked in – 
our team defense – and making 
an effort to run the ball,” he said.

Justin Swinton, who was an 
All-Conference honoree last 
season, and Kai Sato-Franks are 
the top two returning scorers for 
Haines. They’re part of a senior 
class that includes Chevy Fowler, 
James Morgan, Chris Turner and 
Isaac Wing.

“Chris was injured pretty much 
all of last year,” Fossman said. 
“It’s good to have him back.”

He noted Wing was one of 
the team’s top performers at the 
Region V Tournament in 2013, 
and Fowler has “gotten a lot 
stronger.”

The Glacier Bears didn’t pick 
up their first win until February, 
when they edged Yakutat in 
overtime. The team built on 
that momentum at regionals and 
notched its first conference win, 
48-42 against Wrangell.

Haines needed one more 
victory to reach the Class 2A state 
tournament, but lost to Craig by a 
dozen points. That Glacier Bear 
squad had three seniors - Russell 

Clark, Chris Olsen and Caullen 
Taylor, the team’s top outside 
shooting threat.

Fossman said he expects 
Metlakatla, last year’s state 
runner-up, to again be at the 
top of the conference. “They’re 
returning some of their key 
players.”

The Glacier Bears return 
juniors Jordan Badger, Keanu 
Lynch and Keegan Sundberg 
and sophomore Matthew Green. 
They’ve also added junior Kyle 
Klinger, exchange student Marvin 
Steinmeister, and freshmen 
Charlie Bower, Ketch Jacobson, 
Dylan Palmieri and Jacob Stigen.

“I’m hoping a lot of people 
come out and enjoy the games and 
support the team,” Fossman said.

Residents will have to wait 
another week to see the girls 
compete at home, Jan. 17-18 
against defending state champion 
Craig. First, the Glacier Bears 
have the trek to Metlakatla, which 
is “always a tough place to play,” 
said coach Brian Elliott. Haines 
will try to outrun Metlakatla, he 
said.

“We can pound it inside and get 
easy baskets down low, we can run 
a perimeter game and, definitely, 
in transition we’re fast,” Elliott 
said. “With our guards pushing 
the tempo, we should get some 
easy, transition baskets out of it.”

A t  t h e  2 0 1 3  R e g i o n  V 
Tournament, the Glacier Bears 
edged Metlakatla, 54-47, in 
overtime. Haines then narrowly 
fell to Craig, setting up a rematch 
with Metlakatla to go to state, 
but the Glacier Bears couldn’t 
duplicate their earlier success and 
closed the season with a loss.

This year, Haines will be 
without the services of graduates 
Riley Erekson, Jess Giddings, 
Karlie Spud and Alisha Young. 
Erekson and Young were All-
Conference selections.

The Glacier Bears figure to be 
strong at the guard positions, with 
senior Libby Jacobson and junior 
Celia Bower returning. Bower 
was an All-Tournament performer 
last month in Petersburg.

“We’re still working with our 
guards on shot selection and 
the difference between pushing 
in transition and running a 
disciplined, half-court offense,” 
Elliott said. “That’s a big contrast 
that is sometimes a hard thing to 
learn.”

Haines also welcomes back 
senior Grace Jones, who was with 
family in Washington last season.

Sophomore Kayley Swinton 
showed her versatility at the 
alumni game, handling point 
guard responsibilities when 
several girls were out of town, 
and she can fill every position on 
the court, Elliott said.

Fellow sophomores Destinee 
Cowart and Autumn Gross also 
have played post for the Glacier 
Bear varsity. The Haines squad in 
Petersburg also included senior 
Serena Badgley, junior Natalia 
Taylor and sophomore Jenae 
Larson. Elliott noted senior Jamie 
Messerschmidt will be back for 
conference competition.

“This is definitely going to be 
a pressing team,” he said. “We’re 
going to press most of the game, 
every game, and really just try to 
use our speed. I think we’re going 
to be right there, in the mix, with 
our league.”

Christine Hansen, a Haines 
High alumna, is the team’s new 
assistant coach this season, 
stepping in for Stuart DeWitt. 

By Krista Kielsmeier
The Haines High School girls’ 

basketball team posted two 
double-digit wins and fell to 
Class 3A Petersburg in a season-
opening tournament Dec. 20-21.

Nine Glacier Bears competed 
in Petersburg’s Little Norway 
tournament, and “everybody got 
meaningful minutes,” said coach 
Brian Elliott.

“Our bench did a great job of 
entering the game and adding 
some energy, making plays and 
just making things happen,” he 
said. “That’s what you need your 
bench to do – to come into the 
game and make an impact.”

Haines started play with a 37-
24 win over Cordova. Sophomore 
Kayley Swinton led the team with 

10 points, followed by junior 
Celia Bower, 9; senior Grace 
Jones, 6; senior Libby Jacobson 
and sophomore Destinee Cowart, 
4; sophomore Autumn Gross, 3; 
and senior Serena Badgley, 1.

“I feel like Cordova was a team 
of similar skill and experience 
with us,” Elliott said. “We got 
down early; we were down 11-4 
after the first quarter, but we 
didn’t really get down about that. 
We just stuck to the game plan 
and ratcheted up our defensive 
intensity a little bit.”

Next, the Glacier Bears lost to a 
ferocious Petersburg team, 45-20. 
Scoring was sparse for Haines, 
with Bower tallying 6 points; 
Gross and Swinton, 3; and junior 
Natalia Taylor, Badgley, Jacobson 

and Jones, 2.
“We learned a lot from that 

game, that this team needs to be 
tougher and we need to be able to 
play with pressure a lot better,” 
Elliott said. “…We need to be able 
to feel comfortable with pressure 
in our face, because that’s an 
important part of basketball and 
we’re going to face that for the 
remainder of the year, regardless 
of opponent.”

He said the Vikings wore the 
Glacier Bears down and pulled 
away in the fourth quarter.

“It was pretty close in the first 
half,” Elliott said. “It was tough, 
gritty, and nothing was easy 
offensively. They put a press on, 
which we had worked on a little 
bit at that point in the season, but 

not a whole lot, so we struggled 
with that.”

Haines then routed a Thorne 
Bay squad that had only five 
players, 54-20.

Bower poured in 17 points 
on her way to all-tournament 
recognition. Other scoring for 
Haines included Jacobson, 13; 
Gross, 9; Swinton, 6; Jones, 
4; Cowart and Taylor, 2; and 
sophomore Jenae Larson, 1. 
Jacobson drained a pair of three-
pointers.

“The challenge of that game 
was coming out with the right 
amount of intensity, and not just 
showing up and playing down to 
the level of our opponent,” Elliott 
said. 

Haines girls 2-1 at Petersburg tournament

Haines High School alumna Christine Hansen shoots against 
defender Autumn Gross during the annual Alumni Game held Jan. 
2. Sarah Swinton is at left. The alumni won. Marty Fowler photo.

 The Haines Borough Assembly 
voted unanimously Tuesday to 
dispose of two Main Street lots 
totalling about 1.2 acres through 
a negotiated sale.

The action comes as a response 
to a proposal by Aspen Hotels 
to buy property at the site of the 
former primary school and build 
a $4 million, 49-room hotel there.

 Haines Borough interim 
manager Julie Cozzi said a 

negotiatiated sale was preferable 
to a sealed bid auction because the 
borough already had a proposal 
from a prospective buyer. 

The assembly must still approve 
the sale, price and other terms. 

Recent tests at the site found 
that diesel fuel spilled there is 
not migrating off-site. “I think the 
land has been remediated to the 
point that any owner would sell 
it,” said mayor Stephanie Scott.

Negotiated sale for hotel site 
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Margaret Stevens 

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479

• Courtesy Van Service 
• Frequent Flyer Program

• Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

Daily fl ight schedule November 30th - January 31st

Depart HNS      Arrive JNU         Depart JNU      Arrive HNS        

Depart HNS Arrive SKG Depart SKG Arrive HNS

  8:40 am
12:05 pm
  2:50 pm

  9:50 am  X Sun
12:40 pm
  3:25 pm

  7:55 am
10:30 am
  1:30 pm
 

  8:30 am X Sun
11:05 am
  2:40 pm
 

  8:55 am  X Sun
11:30 am

11:55 am
  2:40 pm

11:40 am
  2:25 pm

  8:40 am
11:15 am

Wings is proud to continue offering you reliable local 
service through the year.

Current Flight Schedule effective through January 31

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:45 am  8:00 am M - F
  8:30 am  8:45 am Daily
  2:30 pm  2:45 pm Daily
  3:15 pm  3:30 pm M - F 

  8:10 am  8:25 am M - F
  8:55 am  9:10 am Daily
  2:55 pm  3:10 pm Daily
  3:40 pm  3:55 pm M - F

  8:35 am     9:10 am M - F
  9:20 am  9:55 am Daily
11:50 am  12:25 pm Daily
  3:20 pm  3:55 pm Daily

  7:45 am  8:20 am Daily
11:00 am  11:35 am  Daily
  1:45 pm  2:20 pm Daily
  2:30 pm  3:05 pm  M - F

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 

Big Sister Robin and Little 
Sister Amber both love crafty 
stuff and are a brand new Big 

Brothers Big Sisters match. 

 Proven Impacts
 • Better relationships with  
   peers & family 
 • Greater self con�idence & 
   self esteem
 • Improved avoidance of 
   drugs & alcohol
 • Increased school success 

766-2151
Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Match of 
the Month!

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 789-3127

Thomas hinting at
run for legislature

Musicians sought 

 A service was held in Klukwan 
Dec. 30 for Margaret Stevens, 
a Tlingit speaker remembered 
for her infectious laugh and 
traditional cooking. She died in 
Juneau on Dec. 22 at age 84. 

 “She had a very jolly laugh. It 
made you want to laugh, too,” said 
villager Evelyn Hotch.

 Stevens was born Dec. 5, 1929 
to James and Mary King. She 
attended school in Klukwan and at 
the Wrangell Institute, a boarding 
school. As a young woman, she 
worked at the Haines Packing 
Co. cannery and moved to Juneau 
after marrying George P. Stevens 
on Sept. 26, 1949. 

 Stevens bore six children 
and spent summers with her 
husband and family at a Taku 
River fish camp, drying and 
canning fish, picking berries 
and cooking traditional foods, 
including porcupine. “She had a 
liking for our old Native foods, 
which we haven’t had so much in 
the last 10 years,” Hotch said.

 Raised by parents who spoke 
only Tlingit and knew traditional 
Chilkat songs, Stevens later in 
her life taught Tlingit in school 
settings. However, she was at 
times reluctant to do so, owing to 
having been punished as a child 
for using her Native language, 
said villager Lani Hotch.

 “She could speak Tlingit 
fluently, but she had psychological 
barriers to doing it in different 
situations. When I was setting 
up the village dance group, I was 
hoping an elder would step up to 
help us. After one performance, 
Margaret told me we were singing 
a song wrong. But when she tried 

to sing it, her throat seized up. 
She couldn’t get it out,” Lani 
Hotch said.

 “People think (punishment 
for speaking Tlingit) is ancient 
history but it still affects people. 
That trauma influenced how she 
interacted with the world,” Lani 
Hotch said.

 Stevens helped interpret 
into Tlingit for a song writer 
for the village’s Healing Robe 
project, Hotch said, and as 
matriarch of the Thunderbird 
clan, would enthusiastically join 
cultural observances, including 
Celebration, the biennial gathering 
of Southeast Natives in Juneau.

 “As old as she was, she’d be at 
Celebration dancing with all kinds 
of dance groups. All the energy 
she had, I don’t know. She seemed 
to thrive on it,” Lani Hotch said.

 Son Jim Stevens said his 
mother was also a staunch 
supporter of the Alaska Native 
Sisterhood in Klukwan, who tried 
her hand at weaving baskets and 
Ravenstail blankets. 

Lani Hotch recalled Margaret 
finding an old recording of village 
elders. “She heard voices of 
long-past elders on it and she was 
pretty excited about that… She’d 
call with old songs or a beading 
pattern she discovered.” 

Stevens was fond of animals 
and took her small dogs, Oosh 
and Mikey, on trips to see relatives 
in the Yukon Territory. “She and 
George traveled all over the 
Yukon,” said Evelyn Hotch.

Stevens attended church at 
Klukwan Assembly of God and 
enjoyed fellowship with the 
Bahai’s of Haines. 

She was preceded in death 
by children Antoinette “Toni” 
Stevens, Therese Ward, George 
Taku “Tiger” Stevens, and 
husband George Stevens Sr. She 
is survived by sons James H. 
Stevens Sr., Tom Joseph Stevens 
and Mark Stevens, and by seven 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Stevens’s Tlingit name was 
Yankookdugoox. She will be 
buried in Klukwan.

By Tom Morphet
F o r m e r  s t a t e  R e p . 

Bil l  Thomas,  a  Haines 
Republican, has indicated he 
may run again for the Alaska 
Legislature, and this week 
expressed interest in the state 
Senate seat held by Democrat 
Dennis Egan of Juneau.

Thomas has filed a letter of 
intent to run for state office in 
2014, which is required for 
candidates to raise funds for 
a campaign. To appear on the 
ballot, Thomas would have to 
formally file as a candidate 
by June 1.

Thomas said he’s been 
speaking with Capital City 
Republicans, some who have 
urged him to run for a state 
House seat currently held 
by state Rep. Beth Kerttula, 
D-Juneau. He’s resistant to 
the idea, he said.

“I’ve been gone long 
enough, I’d have to start at 
the bottom. I don’t want to 
do that,” Thomas said in an 
interview Monday. He noted 
that fellow Republican Cathy 
Munoz of Juneau already 
holds his former seat as co-
chair of the House Finance 
Committee,  a powerful 
position. 

Instead, Thomas said he’ll 
be watching Egan, who has 
been ill. Thomas said if Egan 
doesn’t intend to fill out 
another term, he shouldn’t 

seek office. Legislators who 
leave office before their 
terms expire are replaced by 
appointment with another 
member of their party.

“I want to make sure that 
if he’s going to run, he runs. 
If a person doesn’t want to 
serve, he shouldn’t run. A 
person shouldn’t run as a 
placeholder,” Thomas said. 
That’s only fair to voters, he 
said.

Egan said this week he was 
in good health, except for a 
foot infection, and that he 
plans to run for re-election and 
to serve another term. “Other 
than my foot, everything’s 
perfect. I have no intention 
of relinquishing my seat and 
giving it up to someone else. 
That’s not in my plans at all.”

Thomas  he ld  out  the 
possibility he may choose 
not to run. “(Party officials in 
Juneau) might talk me out of 
doing anything. Who knows?”

Thomas was defeated in 
2012 by Sitka Democrat 
Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins. 
He served eight years in the 
House.

Kerttula and Egan have 
filed letters of intent to run in 
2014. Kerttula did not specify 
in her filing which office she 
will seek.

Haines’  state House district 
includes downtown Juneau, 
Gustavus and Skagway.

 OPEN 

WEEKDAYS: 8 AM - 5:30 PM 

SATURDAY: 8 AM - 5 PM

The Helpful Hardware Crew
STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 9 4:45 pm No SKG
Fri 10 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Sun 12 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Mon 13 12:45 pm 2:15 pm
Fri 17 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Sun 19 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Mon 20 10:15 am 11:45 pm
Tue 21 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Thur 23 2:30 pm  No SKG
Fri 24 11:30 am 12:00 pm
Sun  26 11:30 am 12:00 pm

Thur 9 No SKG 6:45 pm
Fri 10 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sun 12 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Mon 13 6:15 pm 8:15 pm
Fri 17 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Sun 19 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Mon 20 3:45 pm 5:45 pm
Tue 21 3:00 pm 4:00 pm
Thur 23 No SKG 4:30 pm
Fri 24 3:00 pm 4:00 pm

Mon.- Fri. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
• Cabin Rentals •

 Laundry • Showers• 
767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the 

Border with real French Fries  
Homemade Pies • Cookies • 

Soups • Specials

33 Mile             Roadhouse Cafe

Tlingit speaker Stevens dies at 84

 Res iden ts  in te res ted  in 
playing in the Glacier Bear pep 
band should show up with their 
instruments at 6 p.m. Friday at the 
high school gym.

 Music teacher Kristy Totten 
said adults have historically been 
a part of the show at weekend 
basketball games. For more 
information, contact Totten at 
766-6745 or at ktotten@hbsd.net.

 

Artists needed
Proposals are due by 2 p.m. Jan. 

17 for a new “Welcome to Haines” 
sign at the Port Chilkoot Dock.

The Haines Borough has 
$5,000 budgeted for the project. 
The artwork should reflect the 
community of Haines, provide 
a backdrop for photography, and 
be ready for installation no later 
than May 2.

 Selection considerations will 
include drawings of the proposal, 
examples of past work and price. 

  For more information, contact 
the borough manager or clerk at 
766-2231.
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Police Report
Monday, Jan. 6
 A caller reported flashing 
lights on Beach Road which 
were determined to be a service 
vehicle.
 A caller requested assistance 
from the rescue kennel to 
extricate a cat from an engine.  
The animal control officer called 
to advise the cat was out of the 
engine and safe.
 A traffic stop made by troopers 
resulted in a citation.
Sunday, Jan. 5
 A caller reported her vehicle 
was stuck in a downtown alley.  
The vehicle was later moved.
 A caller reported icy conditions 
and vehicles causing hazards in 
the Port Chilkoot area.  Police 
responded and observed normal 
winter driving conditions.
 A caller reported icy conditions 
on Dalton Street. Public works 
was advised.
 An officer reported flooding 
on FAA Road. Public works was 
advised.
 A 911 call was received and 
traced. Police responded to the 
residence and were advised that 
there was no emergency.
 A caller reported an alley by 
Summer Inn filled with snow that 
slid off roofs. Police dispatch 
chose to not contact public works 
as this was not a thoroughfare.
 A caller reported lights were 
on at a pump house near 1 Mile 
Haines Highway. Public works 
was advised.
Saturday, Jan. 4
 A caller reported a vehicle 
stuck in a snow bank on Soap 
Suds Alley with spinning wheels 
and stated that he had concerns 
that the people involved might 
get hurt. Police responded and 
the investigation revealed a 
27-year-old male had been 
driving the vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol. He was 
arrested. Police helped remove 
the vehicle from the snow bank 
and the vehicle was released to 
a friend.
 A caller reported a vehicle 
stuck in the road on Third Avenue 
that was out of gas. The vehicle 
was later moved.
 A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  i c y 
conditions on Soap Suds Alley 
and Haines Highway. Agencies 
were advised.
Friday, Jan. 3
 A caller sought help retrieving 
an item from an estranged 
spouse.
 A caller reported a violation 
of a restraining order. A person 
was taken into custody.

 A cal ler repor ted noisy 
snowmachines near the high 
school. Police were unable to 
locate or identify the responsible 
parties.
 A caller reported theft of cash 
from a local bar. Police initiated a 
case and interviewed witnesses, 
and then obtained a search 
warrant, which was executed 
by Juneau Police Department 
officers. The suspect had left 
Haines, and Juneau officers met 
the suspect at the ferry terminal. 
Investigation is ongoing. 
Thursday, Jan. 2
 A caller reported a suspicious 
vehicle with a trailer in a Main 
Street and Third Avenue parking 
lot. The caller felt the vehicle 
and i ts occupants had no 
reason to be in that lot and was 
concerned about the security 
of snowmachines stored in 
the lot. The caller was advised 
to call back if anything else 
occurred out of the ordinary. 
      A caller reported extremely icy 
roads, especially Deishu Drive.  
     Warnings were given for two 
vehicles parked in the path of 
snow removal on FAA Road near 
the intersection of Tower Road. 
   A caller reported a vehicle 
had hit his truck while it was 
parked in front of his Front Street 
residence during the night and 
that there was evidence at the 
scene that could identify the 
suspected vehicle. An officer 
responded, documented and 
collected evidence. Shor tly 
after the investigation began, 
the person responsible for the 
collision contacted the victim and 
provided insurance information. 
   A caller reported that he had 
been assaulted by a family 
member at his residence on 
Small Tracts Road. The caller 
also stated that the family 
member was driving under 
the influence. Police initiated a 
traffic stop and contacted the 
driver. Investigation revealed 
that the person was not drunk. 
Both parties were interviewed 
and police were unable to 
corroborate the statements of 
the parties involved. The parties 
agreed not to contact each other. 
  A caller from out of town 
reported a violation of a court-
ordered child custody order. 
Police init iated a case for 
custodial interference.
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for defective 
taillights.
Wednesday, Jan. 1

 A caller reported a suspicious 
vehicle and pedestrian in St. 
James trailer court. Police were 
unable to locate either party.
 A cab was requested to be 
dispatched to the Fogcutter Bar. 
 A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  a n 
extremely slick roadway at 5 
mile Haines Highway. State 
road crews were advised. 
 A caller reported a fallen 
tree at 30 Mile Haines Highway 
blocking one lane. State road 
crews were advised.
Tuesday, Dec. 31
 A state transportation worker 
reported a vehicle hazardously 
parked on Haines Highway 
in the middle of the wrong 
lane. The vehicle was moved. 
 A  ca l le r  repor ted  tha t 
driveways in Cathedral View 
Subdivision were being plowed 
and snow was being pushed 
into the road, causing hazards. 
 An abandoned snowmachine 
was moved to a safe location 
and returned to its owner. 
Several verbal warnings were 
issued to the responsible party 
for violations of code relating to 
snowmachine use in the townsite. 
Monday, Dec. 30
 A caller reported needing 
assistance after being evicted 
from a residence. 
    A caller in the area of Young 
Road reported possible intruders 
in her home. Police were unable 
to locate any signs of intruders.
Sunday, Dec. 29
 A caller reported a tanker 
passing a funeral procession on 
Haines Highway. Troopers were 
advised.
Saturday, Dec. 28
 An intoxicated male sought 
police help locating a place 
to stay for the night. The man 
was referred to the ministerial 
association, which provided 
money for a hotel room.
Friday, Dec. 27
 A chimney fire was reported 
on Beach Road. Residents were 
advised to vacate premises. Fire 
and police personnel responded. 
 A motorist complained that 
a snowplow on Mud Bay and 
Small Tracts roads almost ran 
her vehicle off the road because 
the plow was driving very fast. 
 Troope rs  took  a  ma le 
dr iver into custody after a 
traffic stop at FAA Road and 
Mud Bay  Road revea led 
the driver to be intoxicated. 
The dr iver  was charged. 
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
drunken driving arrest.

Thursday, Dec. 26
 A borough worker sought 
police help dealing with a 
disruptive citizen who was using 
foul language and accusing 
the employee of laziness. 
 A caller reported a driver 
who was apparently unable 
to see the road and driving 
recklessly downtown. The 
officer is forwarding a report 
to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles to start the process of 
requiring the driver to retake a 
driving test to retain his license. 
 A protective order was received 
and served on a male respondent. 
 A  b o r o u g h  e m p l oy e e 
sought help contacting a boat 
owner whose vessel was in 
danger of sinking in the harbor.  
 A caller reported another 
vehicle had struck the front of 
hers in a parking space in front of 
the bank on Main Street, then fled 
the scene. Police were unable to 
locate the described vehicle. 
  A 911 call was received from a 
male on Small Tracts Road stating 
he was cold, his fire was out and 
he was unable to locate his wife.  
 Police assisted a female who 
was lying on the ground near 
a residence on Deishu Drive. 
The female was escorted to 
the residence where she was 
staying.
Wednesday, Dec. 25
 A caller reported a family 
member had confronted them 
aggressively and advised 
that they would be filing for a 
restraining order. 
Tuesday, Dec. 24
 A protect ive order was 
received and served on a male 
respondent.
Monday, Dec. 23
 Po l i c e  i nve s t i g a t e d  a 
complaint of criminal mischief 
involving windows broken out 
in a Main Street business. 
Investigation revealed that 

the damage was caused by 
snow removal  equipment. 
N o  c h a r g e s  we r e  f i l e d . 
 Police assisted a citizen with 
records regarding a gun purchase. 
 A protect ive order was 
received to be served on a male 
respondent.
Sunday, Dec. 22
 Police responded to a request 
for a welfare check on an elderly 
Haines resident. The man was 
taken into protective custody 
and later released to the care of 
a family member.
Friday, Dec. 20
 A caller reported a local 
business was holding their 
property until a questionable bill 
was settled. The officer advised 
the caller it was a civil matter.  
   Officers arrested a 19-year-
old male on a felony warrant for 
sexual assault of a minor in the 
first degree. The man was held 
at the Haines jail on $50,000 bail. 
    A caller sought help with a 
domestic dispute involving a 
minor. Counseling agencies 
were advised. 
Thursday, Dec. 19
  A highway resident reported 
a man was walking out of town 
near 7 Mile Haines Highway 
carrying a gun. Troopers were 
advised. 
Wednesday, Dec. 18
 A moose was reported hit by 
a vehicle near 16 Mile Haines 
Highway. Charity organizations 
were notified to harvest the 
moose.
Tuesday, Dec. 17
 An anonymous caller reported 
finding “drug paraphernalia” on 
the floor of a public restroom. 
Police collected an item typically 
used in the process of snorting 
certain drugs, but were unable 
to determine the identity of the 
material on the item.
 Dispatch received 30 medical 
calls and eight canine calls.

 Dominic Jon Wobick was 
born to Monroe John Wobick 
of Missouri and Georgiana 
Lee Lewis of Haines, Alaska on     
September 5th, 1970.
 He was an Alaska Native of 
the Tlingit Tribe, Tawk’aneidi 
(People From Across The Wa-
ters) Clan. His Native name was 
“Chas’ taa hawk”.
 At the tender age of five, 
Dominic was involved in a 
shooting accident while he and 
his little friend were playing at 
his friend’s home. His father            
accompanied Dominic to a         
Seattle hospital where he healed 
from the shot to his jaw. Upon his release from the hospital, his 
father took him to Missouri where he was raised.  
 In later years, Dominic returned to Alaska where he made 
his living by working in logging camps throughout the Southeast 
as a choker setter or rigging slinger.  
 On September 1st, 2000, he married his sweetheart, Rosa. 
They have two sons, Cody, age 8 and Dakota, age 6. 
 Dominic attended the University of Alabama in Birmingham 
where he studied marine biology/welding and deep sea science. 
He always wanted to be a diver.  
 Besides his wife, Rosa, two sons, and two stepchildren,      
Jonathan and Brea, Dominic is survived by his mother Georgia-
na ( Joe) Hotch of Haines; his uncles: Loomie (Verda) Lewis and 
Raymond Lewis Sr. of Palmer; and Fred ( Joni) Lewis of Anchor-
age; his aunties: Ruth Davis of Anchorage, Verna (Neil) Adams of 
Juneau, Thelma Fields of Fairbanks, Salvation Army Majors Flo 
( Joe) Murray of Santa Rosa, Diane ( John) Hoisington of Palmer 
and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.  
 Dominic is preceded in death by his father John Wobick, his 
little sister, Lisa Marie Long, his maternal grandparents George 
and Matilda Lewis, and his cousins Jodi Erickson, Raymond Er-
ickson, and Scott Davis.  
 Dominic was loved by many and will be missed by those who 
knew him. He believed in God. The family will hold a Salvation 
Army Memorial Service on Saturday, January 18th, 2014 at the 
Haines Alaska Native Brotherhood/Sisterhood hall at 1:00 pm.  
 The family of Dominic Jon Wobick wishes to express their 
gratitude and appreciation to the Croxford Funeral Home of 
Great Falls, Montana for their care and handling of their loved 
one. Thank you.

Dominic Wobick

By Krista Kielsmeier
 Eight Haines Dolphins showed 

they rank among the best young 
swimmers in the region by posting 
impressive results at the Southeast 
Champs meet Dec. 6-8 in Juneau.

The meet drew teams from 
Craig,  Juneau,  Ketchikan, 
Petersburg and Sitka.

“We walked away with seven 
medals and a lot of fourth-places, 
barely missing medal status,” said 
coach Robert Butker.

Rio Ross-Hirsh posted a number 
of those fourth-place finishes, in 
the 25-yard backstroke, butterfly 
and freestyle, and the 50-yard 
freestyle. Fittingly, she placed 
fourth overall in individual 
scoring for the girls’ 8-and-under 
division.

Rylee Tonsgard was third in the 
25-yard backstroke, fourth in the 
50-yard backstroke and seventh 
overall as an individual in the 
same age group as Ross-Hirsh.

“They are inseparable, and in 
practice and in life, you can’t have 
one without the other,” Butker 
said of the two 7-year-olds. “It’s 
really great, because they push 
each other.”

Brennan Palmieri placed fifth 
overall for boys in the 9-10 age 
group. He was first in the 100-
yard breaststroke, second in the 
50-yard breaststroke, third in 
the 200-yard individual medley, 
and fourth in both the 50-yard 
butterfly and100-yard IM.

In the 11-12 girls’ age bracket, 
Skye Posey placed 13th overall; 
Elena Saunders, 15th; and Naomi 
Green, 19th.

Posey’s top result was a third-
place finish in the 200-yard 
backstroke.

Saunders trimmed nine seconds 
from her previous best time in the 
200-yard breaststroke, on her way 
to third place.

“In the world of swimming, 
that’s huge,” Butker said. “That 
doesn’t happen very often, that 
someone drops nine seconds in 
one event.”

Dylan Palmieri and Jasper 
Posey also swam at Southeast 
Champs, which required entrants 
to post qualifying times to earn 
a spot.

“The interesting thing to note 
is whatever place these kids 
placed in Southeast Champs, it is 

representative of all of Southeast 
Alaska,” Butker said.

The Dolphins tallied their 
results despite a ferry cancellation 
that prevented all but three Haines 
swimmers from arriving in Juneau 
in time for the opening swims on 
Friday.

The team next is scheduled to 
host its annual home meet, Jan. 
18-19 at the Haines pool.

Sealaska Heritage Institute is 
accepting scholarship applications 
for the 2014-2015 school year. 

The deadline to apply is March 
1. Scholarships must be filled out 
and submitted online from SHI’s 
website, www.sealaskaheritage.
org. 

Awards will be made to Sealaska 
shareholders and descendants 
enrolled in accredited colleges, 
universities and voc-tech schools. 
The scholarships are given to 
roughly 400 students per year. 

For more information, contact 
Dr. Rosita Worl, 907- 463-4844.

Dolphins: 7 medals at SE Champs

Sealaska offers
scholarships
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Un-Classified Ads
Helen’s having a party at Buckshot 

and Bobby Pins and you’re 
invited! January hours are 
Monday, Friday and Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (1b) 

Do you know Catholics, but wonder 
what they really believe? 
Are/were you Catholic, but 
want to know more? if you 
have questions about the 
Catholic faith or are interested 
in learning more about it, 
informative classes will be 
offered Wednesday evenings at 
7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 3rd and Dalton Street, 
starting January 15. All are 
welcome. If questions, call 
Jansy or Vince Hansen at 766-
3812. (1b) 

D o t e r r a  E s s e n t i a l  O i l s                  
Medicine Cabinet Makeover 
at Pam Moore’s house with 
Patty Har tmann Morgan. 
Sunday, January 19, 3 to 6 p.m. 
Questions (907) 957-2000. (1b) 

DRY CANADIAN FIREWOOD 
LOGS $175/cord.  Dimok 
Timber, 867-634-2311. (1cb)

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

Haines Borough Assembly
PUBLIC HEARING

At 6:30 p.m. ,  on  Tuesday, 
January 14, 2014, in the 
Assembly Chambers at the 
Public Safety Building, public 
hearings are scheduled for the 
following ordinances:

Ordinance 13-11-355
(Second Hearing)
A  N o n - C o d e  O r d i n a n c e 

approving the conveyance 
to the State of Alaska, 
Depar tment  of  Natural 
Resources (“DNR”) of Lot 
7, Block B Excursion Inlet 
South Subdivision Plat No. 
81-58 Juneau Recording 
District First Judicial District 
State of Alaska.

Ordinance 13-12-357
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 

Borough authorizing renewal 
of a lease of the Human 
Resources Building with 
Chilkat Valley Preschool for 
the purpose of providing 
preschool  educat ional 
services.

O n  Tu e s d ay,  Ja nu a r y  2 1 
at 12:45 p.m., the general 
public, non-profit agencies, 
t r ibal  organizat ions, and 
t ranspor ta t ion prov iders 
are invited to comment on 
the annual Haines Borough 
Human Services Coordinated 
Transportation Plan Update and 
to prioritize funding projects. 
The meeting is sponsored by 
Southeast Senior Services 
and will be held at the Haines 
Senior Center. Call Cindy 
Jackson for further information 
at 766-2383. (1b)

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Ponder ye in 
your hearts the grace 
and blessings of God 

and render thanks unto
Him at eventide and

at dawn.”

~Baha’u’llah

“The LORD is a refuge for 
the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm 9:9

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

CVN Unclassifieds 
are published FREE at 
chilkatvalleynews.com

Ordinance 13-12-358
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 

Borough amending Borough 
Code Section 18.80.030 to 
add setback regulations to 
the General Use zone and to 
correct a typographical error 
to make it consistent with the 
Section 18.20.020 definition 
of setback.

Ordinance 13-12-359
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 

Borough amending Borough 
Code Section 18.100.092 to 
remove the biennial state 
inspection requirement 
for wastewater disposal 
systems to make this code 
section consistent with 
Section 18.60.010(i).

Ordinance 13-12-360
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 

Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 18 Sub-Section 
1 8 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 ( A ) ( 2 ) ( c )  t o 
change the filing period for 
Construction Declaration 
forms.

Ordinance 13-12-361
(First Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 

Borough amending Borough 
Code T i t le  18  Sect ion 
18.20.020 to revise the 
definition of “Agriculture, 
personal use” and Section 
18.30.070 to reduce the fees 
for permits relating to animal 
husbandry.

More information is available at the 
Borough Clerk’s Office or on the 
website: www.hainesalaska.
gov. Oral comments may be 
made at the public hearings or 
you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or mwebb@haines.
ak.us.
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mixed with rain, and that it was a 
pretty good day, weather-wise. I 
thought, ‘Geez, what did I miss?’”

 Egolf said an early-winter 
freeze that went deep into the 
ground should ensure a good 
snowpack and helps keep trees 
upright under heavy snow loads, 
by virtue of their roots being 
frozen in place. 

 Warming spells that followed 
the big dumps, starting about New 
Year’s Day, mean backcountry 
users should use caution. Jeffrey 
Moskowitz, a volunteer forecaster 
with the Haines Avalanche 
Information Center, said new, 
wet snow atop a layer of crust has 
increased avalanche danger. 

As of Monday, avalanche 
danger was “considerable,” with 
natural avalanches “possible” and 
human-triggered ones “likely,” 
Moskowitz said. “Basically, it’s 
wet out there and that’s adding 
stress to the snowpack (and) the 
crust makes a good sliding surface 
for newer snow.” More detailed 
local avalanche information can 
be found at www.alaskasnow.
org/haines. 

Weather Service meteorologist 
and forecaster Rick Fritsch said 
December’s dumping owed to 
the Madden Julian Oscillation, an 
enhanced area of convection the 
size of Texas that occurs in pulses 
and originated with a cluster 
of thunderstorms in the Indian 

 Haines Ski Club officials this 
week said they hope to have a 
tracked, cross-country ski trail 
at the Valley of the Eagles Golf 
Links early next week, following 
a discussion of fees for use of the 
privately-owned property.

 The Haines Ski Club has been 
setting a track at the course for 
about six years at no cost, but 
course owner Stan Jones said 
he loses money on the course 
that incurs maintenance costs, 
including cutting brush and 
landscaping. 

 In the past, Jones also has 
allowed the club to store track-
making equipment in a building 
there. “If people who are regular 
participants in the golf course pay 
their way, it would be nice if other 
people who use the course also 
pay… We’re just seeing if we can 
generate some kind of revenue,” 
he said this week.

  Ski club president Bill Holton 
said he’s been speaking with Jones 
and would like skiers to contribute 
to a lump-sum donation to Jones 

for using the course this winter. 
“Stan Jones needs to be thanked. 
He’s been letting us use his course 
for years for free. We’d like to get 
the golf course opened.”

Holton said Tuesday the club 
has raised $250 toward use 
of the course to date, and that 
more donations can be made to 
the Haines Ski Club account at 
the bank or at a kitty at Alaska 
Backcountry Outfitter. 

Jones also has suggested a 
“season pass” fee of $50 per skier 
in future years. That compares 
with a $22 fee for shooting nine 
holes of golf and a $600 annual 
membership in the golf club, Jones 
said. Those fees are inexpensive 
compared to ones at golf courses 
in the Lower 48, he said.

 “We’ve tried to have things so 
people can afford to do it. At times 
I think we should just fence it in 
and lock the gate. It’s a struggle,” 
Jones said.

 Holton said the course is 
an important skiing area. Its 
relatively flat condition makes it 

attractive for all levels of skiers 
and the equipment storage shed 
means one volunteer can quickly 
set a track. Otherwise, several 
volunteers are needed. 

Its proximity to town also 
makes it attractive, Holton said. 
“You can go out there for an hour 
and get your skiing in and be right 
back in town.”

The ski club recently set a 
two-mile loop at Chilkoot Lake, 
starting on Chilkoot River Road. 
“It’s not windy, the water’s 
flowing and there’s ducks and 
eagles and water ousels out there. 
It’s magic,” Holton said.

Holton said the club also was 
looking at setting a track into 
Chilkat State Park. A three-mile 
loop track was set last weekend 
at 25 Mile Haines Highway, 
starting at the old river dike there, 
according to club volunteer Jim 
Stanford.

To get  on an e-mail  l is t 
for updates on cross-country 
trail tracking and grooming, 
e-mai l  Reuben Loewen at 
reubenloewen@gmail.com

Chilkat Restaurant
& Bakery

Corner of 5th & Dalton behind Miles Furniture

Happy New Year!
Open for Breakfast and Lunch 

Tues. - Sat. 7AM - 2 PM

Dinner HOURS:  Wed, Fri & Sat 4:30 - 8 PM

Breakfast served all day. 
Thai or American lunch and dinners.

766-3653

Pioneer Bar

 Bamboo Room 
Fri & Sat

7am - 2 pm., 5 pm - 9pm
Sun & Mon

7am- 2 pm, 5pm - 8 pm

Happy 2014!
Open Mic

Fridays  7pm

Trivia
Saturdays  7pm

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

environmental study to determine 
the impact of increasing the 
amount of permitted heli-ski 
operations. SEABA applied for a 
new permit for these closed area 
in 2011. SEABA was informed 
of the closure and did not obtain 
a permit.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p l e a 
agreement, after the fatality the 
BLM initiated an investigation 
that involved interviews with 
SEABA employees, a review of 
the company’s log, maps and GPS 
flight data collected in accordance 
with its Haines Borough permit.

 “Based on a percentage of 
SEABA’s gross revenue and 
the percentage of time SEABA 
operated commercially on BLM 
lands in 2012 and 2013, SEABA 
owes a minimum of $11,556 in 
user fees to BLM,” according to 
the plea agreement. Under the 

agreement, SEABA also agrees 
to pay a $10,000 fine and would 
be placed on two years’ probation 
during which it would be required 
to submit GPS data to the agency 
to prove compliance.

 The plea agreement says 
SEABA could have been fined 
up to $200,000, with five years’ 
probation.

 Former Haines Borough 
Assembly member Norm Smith, 
an industry critic, said this week 
that the borough should revoke 
SEABA’s permit. “Fifty-four 
times is not just an out of bounds 
issue. Shades of Dave Button,” he 
said.

 Assembly member Jerry Lapp 
said he’d oppose such an idea. 
“I wish (SEABA) would watch 
themselves a little more closely, 
but I blame it on the BLM. 
They’ve taken way too long to 

do whatever they say they’re 
doing (in closed areas). Why are 
they closed? Why shouldn’t they 
be open to the public? If I had my 
way, it would all be open to heli-
skiing except the critical habitat 
area for (mountain) goats.”

Lynn Canal Conservation 
president Eric Holle said the 
federal investigation “verifies 
what we’ve been saying for years. 
SEABA doesn’t pay attention to 
the regs. They operate as though 
they are above the law.”

“The significance for the 
borough, I would hope, is that they 
need to step up their monitoring 
for compliance. It was like pulling 
teeth to get Mark Earnest to do 
spot checks on these guys. Last 
year he only did two spot checks 
on SEABA and two on Alaska 
Heliskiing. Undoubted there were 
violations on state land (during 
the same time). The borough is in 
charge of that. They should look,” 
Holle said.

Interim borough manager 
Julie Cozzi said this week she’d 
include information about the 
plea agreement in information 
to assembly members, but said 
she was not planning at this 
time to make recommendations 

Ocean. The effect typically lasts 
for about three weeks at a time, 
he said.

“You can see it from the Gulf 
of Alaska all the way to the 
Philippines. The fronts tap into 
that moisture and carry it right 
into our area,” said Fritsch. With 
an average daily temperature of 
25.6 in Haines for December, “if 
everything is normal, that adds up 
to snow weather.”   

Juneau received 40.4 inches of 
snow in December, more than two 
feet above normal for the month, 
he said.

Town snowfall in Haines for 
November was 19.3 inches, 
including 10.2 inches that fell 
Nov. 22.

Borough officials this week said 
plow operators logged 144 hours 
of overtime in December and the 
borough also hired a temporary 
operator who logged 60 hours. 

to burglaries on up to homicide 
investigations.”

As many as 30 percent of 
reported crimes aren’t ever fully 
cleared, he said. 

“It’s a matter of being able to 
collect enough evidence to be 
able to corroborate what you have, 
in terms of a suspect, because 
without that corroboration, you’re 
not going to be able to meet 
what’s required for a successful 
prosecution. Corroboration is 
being able to independently verify 
what you think you know” he said.

Musser, who was a finalist for 
chief in Juneau, said he wanted the 
Haines job because he wanted to 
return to his roots. “I want to come 
back to a small department and I 
want to be part of a team that’s 
more family-like. I want to be in 
a community where I feel I can 
contribute aside from being chief 
of police.” 

Asked his perception of Haines’ 
three-member force, Musser 
said: “I think we have some very 
excellent people with a whole lot 
of potential here.”

He provided his perception of 
the community. “It’s a tight-knit 
community and is very aware of 
the things it would like to have. 
It’s going to have dynamics in 
terms of some people looking at 
one view and other people looking 
at a different view, but it’s a small 
community that takes great pride 
in and of itself.”

Musser said he was seeking 
a job outside Idaho because he 
can’t work there without giving 
up his retirement pay from the 
Meridian job.

Musser and Crays are from a 
list of 16 applicants for the job 
dating to last fall. Four finalists, 
as identified by former Haines 
Borough Manager Mark Earnest, 
either have been ruled out or have 
withdrawn applications, Cozzi 
said last week.

Cozzi then looked at six or seven 
others from the list and scheduled 
a round of Skype interviews. That 
narrowed the list to four or five, 
which were interviewed a second 
time on Skype. Cozzi said she 
then narrowed the list to Musser 
and Crays. That decision, she 
said, had the support of borough 
public safety commission chair 
Jim Stanford, manager assistant 
Darsie Culbeck and consultant 
Lenise Henderson Fontenot, who 
has a contract with the borough 
for “team building and has been 
working with the department, 
Cozzi said.

Cozzi  said  no in-person 
interviews will be conducted with 

Musser and Crays.
Public Safety Testing, Inc., a 

firm in Lynnwood, Wash., will 
make background checks on 
the two finalists. Alaska-based 
Russell Consulting, which was 
brought on by Earnest, doesn’t 
have time to check backgrounds 
during this round of candidates, 
she said.

Ford, whose police experience is 
limited to four years in Haines and 
nine months as interim chief, said 
he came to a “new appreciation 
for the benefit of having a chief 
with a substantial amount of 
training and experience.”  

“Given the relative youth of 
our current team, the prospect 
of training a new officer over 
the next several months, and 
the skills and abilities that I do 
possess, I would like to focus my 
efforts on fine-tuning the ‘boots 
on the ground’ team and let a 
more experienced leader write 
the grants, draft budgets, review 
ordinances and weigh in on issues 
related to borough government.  I 
also see the benefit of working for 
a mentor,” Ford said via e-mail 
this week.

 Cozzi said: “Simon has done a 
great job but he’ll be the first to 
admit he’s not very experienced 
and not mistake-free.”

A “business venture forum,” 
sponsored by the Haines Chamber 
of Commerce Monday, is aimed at 
strengthening the business plans 
of local entrepreneurs. It starts 
noon at the public library.

The forum will shed light on 
new business ventures and bring 
together business start-ups and 
existing business owners with 
service providers from banking, 
insurance, legal services, financial 
advisors and management, said 
Chamber president Barbara 
Mulford.

The Haines forum was inspired 
by the “Paths to Prosperity” 
competition open to Southeast 
entrepreneurs by a collaboration 
between the Haa Aani Community 
Development Fund and The 
Nature Conservancy.

“P2P” contestants participating 
in the forum from Haines included 
Carrie Kinison, owner of Klehini 
Carnovore, and the four Haines 
entrepreneurs who were among 
the 12 semi-finalists for the SE 
Alaska contest, including Tamsen 
Cassidy of Klehini Feed and 

Seed; Scott Hansen, Chilkoot 
Indian Enterprises Wood Pellet 
Production; Debra Schnabel, 
Glacial Ground Rocknobs; and 
Carol Tuynman of Seven Echoes 
Homestead Sustainability Center.

Alana Peterson, a representative 
of the Paths to Prosperity program, 
also will attend the forum.  

For information on the semi-
finalists, go to: http://p2web.org/
feature-entrepreneurs.

In other news, Shori Heaton has 
been hired as the organization’s 
new office manager. 
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