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CHAMPIONSHIP STYLE -- Haines High School senior Patrick Henderson clears the high jump bar 
at last weekend’s regional track meet. Henderson won the event among small schools with a 5’-6” leap. 
About 20 Haines athletes qualified for the state championship. Lori Giddings photo. Story, page 7.

Election change hits
assembly opposition

Volunteers poke into
condition of lighthouse

How much savings do towns need?

Skateboarders at odds with police

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Assembly 

members on Tuesday pulled from 
the agenda an ordinance aimed at 
changing assembly and school 
board election procedures.

The ordinance, which was 
spearheaded by assembly member 
Debra Schnabel and scheduled 
for introduction Tuesday, would 
eliminate the current system in 
which candidates run against one 
another for designated, individual 
seats.

Under the change, all candidate 
names would appear together 
on a single ballot. If two seats 
were to be filled, voters would 
be instructed to vote for any two 
candidates. The two candidates 
with the most votes would win 
seats.

Assembly member Jerry Lapp 
removed the ordinance from 
the consent agenda, saying he 
couldn’t support allowing the 
measure to move forward because 
the method hasn’t been vetted by 
a committee and would end up 
costing more money due to an 
increased incidence of run-offs.  

“If this was to ever go forward, 

I would want to give it to the 
voters first to see what they said 
because I wouldn’t want the 
assembly making this decision on 
how they’re going to vote. Some 
people I’ve talked to feel that this 
is wrong,” Lapp said.

Assembly member Steve Vick 
agreed with Lapp’s concerns, 
saying that if the system isn’t 
broken, it doesn’t need to be 
fixed. “What is it we’re not 
accomplishing that this would? 
What are the faults with the way 
we’re doing it now?” Vick asked.

Assembly members Lapp, 
Vick, Joanne Waterman and 
Norm Smith voted to send the 
matter to the Government Affairs 
and Services committee for 
further research and discussion. 
Assembly members Dave Berry 
and Schnabel were absent.

In a phone interview after 
the meeting, Schnabel said she 
was “very disappointed” with 
the ordinance’s removal from 
the agenda, but that she would 
put more work into the issue to 
advance it.

Volunteer Andrea Nelson checks out the exposed core of the Eldred 
Rock lighthouse beacon during last weekend’s survey. The light is 
powered by six small bulbs. More photos, page 8.By Karen Garcia

The Haines Borough budget 
proposed by manager Mark 
Earnest calls for cuts to facilities 
and some personnel, but also 
includes maintaining savings 
of $3.93 million in two main 
accounts.

The borough currently holds 
about $2.3 million in its areawide 
general fund balance, and a fund 
balance of $2.1 million in the 
townsite service area. The latter 
can be spent only in the townsite.

Earnest said he wouldn’t feel 
comfortable using areawide 
fund balance to keep the pool or 
museum open year-round, as the 
municipality already will be using 
$281,000 from the fund balance to 
cover reduced income from state 
and federal sources.

Earnest is proposing to close 

the pool and museum three 
months a year, in addition to 
cutting the executive assistant to 
the manager position from full-
time to nine months. Chief fiscal 
officer Jila Stuart said the three 
cuts combined would save about 
$70,000.

Municipalities have discretion 
over how much money they keep 
in their general fund balance, 
which acts as a savings account. 
Earnest said in his three decades of 
municipal management, keeping 
four to six months’ worth of 
operating expenses in reserves 
is a well-accepted rule of thumb.

“I know there are organizations 
that have a lower minimum 
threshold, but I believe that it 
would be highly irresponsible to 
go lower than four months, and I 
strongly believe that six months is 

appropriate for Haines,” Earnest 
said.

 According to  Earnest ’s 
proposed budget for the upcoming 
year, the areawide general fund 
should be carrying a fund balance 
of about $2 million by June 2014, 
or 47 percent of annual operating 
expenses. 

At $1.9 million by June 2014, 
the townsite fund balance would 
stand at 154 percent – or more than 
18 months’ worth – of operating 
expenses. The borough plans to 
increase its spending from that 
account this year to reduce the 
surplus.

When proposing budget cuts, 
Earnest said, he usually hears from 
people who only oppose the cut, 
though there are other people who 

By Tom Morphet
The leader of a local effort to 

restore the Eldred Rock lighthouse 
said she was encouraged by a 
Saturday “survey” of the facility. 
About two dozen volunteers 
photographed and documented 
the condition of the four buildings 
there, research that will go toward 
a restoration plan being written by 
a Sheldon Museum subcommittee.

 “With a couple good work 
trips, we could have people going 
out there as early as a couple years 
from now. The second floor (of 

the lighthouse) isn’t that far from 
being usable. You could make 
that habitable fairly easily,” said 
Pam Randles, president and chair 
of the Eldred Rock Lighthouse 
Preservation Association.

 The nine-room second floor 
of the octagonal structure was 
the structure’s living area, and 
included bedrooms, a bathroom, 
a kitchen and a living room.

Randles  las t  v is i ted  the 
lighthouse a decade ago. She said 

By Karen Garcia
Clashes between skateboarders 

and police over legal riding turf 
are heating up and may bring a 
push to change the law.

Skateboarders claim police are 
unfairly profiling and harassing 
them with the threat of citations, 
while Haines Borough cops say 
they’re only enforcing the laws 
on the books.

Interim police chief Simon 
Ford said dispatch receives three 
to four calls a week from people 
complaining about skateboarders 
weaving in and out of traffic and 
riding down the sidewalks in 
front of downtown businesses. 
Ford said he also gets calls from 
residents chastising cops for 
hassling the boarders.

“We get a lot of calls like, 
‘You need to stop harassing these 
skateboarders and leave these kids 
alone. They’re doing something 
good and there are a lot worse 
things they could be doing.’ And 

then we get a lot of calls from 
people: ‘You got to get control of 
these skateboarders,’” Ford said.

Ford, officer Jason Rettinger 
and officer Josh Knore responded 
to the Port Chilkoot Dock on the 
evening of May 9 to break up a 
group of about 10 youths, some 
of whom were skateboarding 
around the dock parking lot. The 
officers told the skateboarders 
what they were doing was illegal, 
passed out copies of the borough 
code regarding skateboarding, and 
warned them to stop.

Fourteen-year-old skateboarder 
Dawson Evenden was among those 
warned. Mom Leslie Evenden 
took issue with the show of force 
and asked why skateboarding isn’t 
allowed in an empty parking lot. 
“No Skateboarding” signs are 
posted there.

“Why did they feel like it was 
important to harass those teens?...
They weren’t bothering anybody. 
They weren’t doing anything 

dangerous,” Leslie Evenden said.
Charlie Bower, 14, also was 

skateboarding at the dock last 
Thursday. Bower said he has been 
warned about five times by the 
cops for skateboarding in “illegal” 
areas, although Bower insists 
“skateboarding is not a crime.”

“They say skateboarding 
damages the pavement and it 
marks it and stuff, but it does it 
the same amount as bikes do,” 
Bower said.

U n d e r  b o r o u g h  l a w , 
skateboarding is prohibited at 
Lookout Park and on the following 
sidewalks: Main Street between 
Third Avenue and Front Street; 
Second Avenue between Main 
and Dalton streets; Third Avenue 
between Main Street and Old 
Haines Highway, and Main Street 
between Third and Fifth avenues 
during school hours and a half 
hour preceding and following 
school. 

See SKATE page 6

See ELECT page 9
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Thursday, May 16 
 Kindergarten registration at the Haines 
School. Please bring a birth certificate and 
immunization records. Also Friday.
 AP&T Customer Appreciation Open 
House, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at AP&T.
 Head Start Graduation, noon at Head Start  
building.
   Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
    Burger Night, 5 p.m. at American Legion.
 Tourism Community Night, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
at the eagle foundation.
 Second Grade Concert, 6:30 p.m. in the 
elementary gym.
Friday, May 17
“Help Keep the Senior Center Afloat!”  3 to 
5 p.m. at the senior center.
 Teen Drop-in Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m. at public 
health nurse office. Answers to questions on 
topics important to teen health, including 
contracept ion.  Conf ident ia l  and safe  
environment. Every Friday. 766-3300.
 After-School Games, 3:30 p.m.; Home-
work Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library. Also Mon-
days and Wednesdays.
 Klukwan School Graduation, 7 p.m. at the  
village ANS Hall.
Saturday, May 18
 First Aid/ CPR Class, 8:30 a.m. at the fire 
hall. Cost $25. For more information, call 766-
2121.
 Haines Try-athlon, 9 a.m. at the Haines 
School.
 HARK Spring Cleaning, 10 a.m. to noon  at 
HARK. Contact 766-3334 for more information.
 Spring Opener Motorcycle Poker Run, 11 
a.m. at the Fogcutter. 
 Museum Volunteer Appreciation Party,  
noon in the Chilkat Center lobby. All Sheldon 
Museum volunteers and families invited.
 Haines Sportsman’s Association annual 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the eagle foundation.
Sunday, May 19
 Walk and Talk with Eric Holle, Paul Swift 
and Annie Boyce,  carpool noon at the museum. 
Topic: Ecotone at 13 Mile.
 Tlingit Park Playground 10th Birthday 
Party Celebration, 1 p.m. Tlingit Park.

Monday, May 20
 Ports and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.   
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Senior Exercise Class, 11:15 to 11:55 a.m. 
at the senior center. Also Wednesday.
 Love and Logic: Raising Responsible 
Adults, 6 to 7 p.m. at the library. Presented by 
Lynn Canal Counseling.  Child care provided.
 Haines High School graduation, 7 p.m. in 
the high school gym.
Tuesday, May 21
 Taco Tuesday, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion.
 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the Klukwan SEARHC office. 
 2013 Board of Equalization second 
meeting, 6 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Music in the Stacks with Jeff Alvine, 7 
p.m. at the library.
 Eighth Grade Promotion, 7 p.m. in the 
elementary school gym.
Wednesday, May 22
 Last day of school, Haines School.
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at elementary school gym. 766-2152. 
 Haines Port Development Steering 
Committee, 5:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Thursday, May 23
 Haines Chamber of Commerce Bingo, 
6:30 p.m. at the ANB Hall.
Friday, May 24
 Last day of school for Klukwan School
 Summer Reading Program Kick-off, 11 
a.m. at the library. Wear your pirate attire.
Thursday, May 30
 “Creating Contagious Content: How 
to Build Your Social Media Audience” for 
nonprofits, presented by Steve Vick, 2 p.m. 
at the library. 
Monday, June 3
 Positive Psychology,  6 to 8 p.m. at the 
library.
Sunday, June 9
 Jerrie Clarke’s  Farewell Open House, 4 
to 6 p.m. at the museum.

         See DULY page 10

Duly Noted
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Town’s real beauty is in its people
I would like to thank the community of Haines for the support they 

have given me during this unbearable time. 
I moved to Haines partially because of the beauty and serenity of the 

mountains and sea, but I now discover the real beauty is in the people.
I have no words to thank you enough. You are all amazing, beautiful 

people with the power to heal.
        Leslie Corless

Help the effort to stop the giveaway
Help stop the giveaway!
Most folks know that the Alaska Legislature just substantially reduced 

taxes on the oil produced in the state, in Senate Bill 21 (SB21). The 
state’s own economists project a loss of revenue to the state of about $1 
billion per year. This might be okay if the tax breaks were to increase 
oil production enough to make up for the loss, but the oil industry gave 
absolutely no commitment in return for the reduction; the bill has been 
called “a crapshoot.”

There’s a bipartisan effort afoot to put the law on the next ballot so 
that the people of the state can vote it up or down.  After all, as Wally 
Hickel would say, “It’s Our Oil!” This effort is supported by both of our 
representatives in Juneau, Sen. Bert Stedman, R-Sitka, and Jonathan 
Kreiss-Tomkins, D-Sitka. Senator Stedman called SB21 “a flimflam.”

So please sign the petition that is circulating around Haines. There 
are booklets at The Babbling Book, Alaska Backcountry Outfitter and 
Buckshot and Bobby Pins; most mornings there is someone at Mountain 
Market with a booklet. Or call me at 766-3849 and I can tell you who 
else has a booklet or send someone to get your signature.

If you’d like to know more about what the bill does, give me a call 
and I can send you some information. Thanks!

        Deborah Vogt

Hooray for the birthday calendar
Thanks to Kim Larson and the Venturer Scouts, we have a new 

Community Birthday Calendar, continuing a 55-year tradition. Nicki 
and Bud Hopper organized the first one in 1957-58 (B.C. before 
computers), when Nicki typed the whole thing under the auspices of 
the Haines Woman’s Club. Did anyone save one earlier than 1974? 
Happy birthday. 

                                                                                        Doris Ward

Carbon reading is a grim milestone
 Last Thursday, the atmospheric monitoring station on Mauna Loa 

recorded, for the first time, a daily average carbon dioxide level of 
over 400 parts per million. This grim milestone is a testament to our 
inadequate effort to halt the world’s rising greenhouse gas emissions.

A generation ago, scientists calculated that 350 ppm was the upper 
threshold for the planet to safely sustain human life. Glacier samples 
indicate that the 400 ppm level has not been exceeded in over three 
million years. As we continue to burn fossil fuels we continue the steep 
upward trajectory of CO2 levels. 

Isn’t there too much at stake to ignore the risk or call it a hoax? It’s 
like you’re about to put your kid on a flight to Seattle and the Alaska 
Airlines guy says, “We’ve got a potentially serious problem with the 
plane. Our best mechanics say we might crash, but we figure maybe 
they’re wrong or maybe we can fix it on the way.” Would you put your 
kid on that flight? 

Our children and grandchildren may think us foolish for agonizing 
over the legacy of leaving them too many treasury notes to pay off while 
ignoring a much more life-threatening legacy – leaving them a planet 
that is much less able to sustain human civilization. 

As Bill McKibbon, founder of 350.org, said of the 400 ppm milestone: 
“The only question now is whether the relentless rise in carbon can 
be matched by a relentless rise in the activism necessary to stop it.”

                                                                                  George Figdor
                                                                                                                                                                                      

Principal’s award was a team effort
In response to the award I have recently received, I am compelled 

to acknowledge my teammates who tirelessly serve our school 
community. As you are well aware, it takes an entire team to move 
as far and as quickly as we have in Haines Borough School District 
these past few years. Michelle Byer (special education director/
assistant principal), Barbara Pardee (Title I coordinator/reading 
specialist), Lindsey Moore (guidance counselor), Jeanne Kitayama 
(literacy coordinator) and Michael Byer (educational leader 
extraordinaire) all have contributed with strength, courage and honor 
to our school’s successes. We have outstanding teachers, amazing 
students, involved parents and a community who believe in the power 
of a strong education. Additionally, our school board has provided a 
solid platform and framework on which we build. We who live and 
work together in our Chilkat Valley are truly blessed. Gunalcheesh! 
            Cheryl Stickler

                                                                                        K-12 Principal
 

Hospitality showed at Culture Days
 On behalf of Mosquito Lake School, I would like to thank the people 

of Klukwan for their warm hospitality during Klukwan Culture Days. It 
is important for us to understand the history of the land we are standing 
on. Thank you all for sharing your rich cultural heritage with us. 

  During Culture Days we were invited to listen to stories in the Whale 
House and the Thunderbird House. We also were able to watch the 
students from Angoon perform traditional Tlingit dances at the Whale 
House. Being invited into the clan houses was a rare privilege and we 
are very grateful for it.

  I would like to thank everyone who was involved in making Klukwan 
Culture Days a success. I know that a lot of planning and preparation 
went into this two-day event.  I would especially like to thank Mr. David 
Katzeek for reminding us that we are all precious children of the earth, 
each and every one of us.

        Kathy Holmes

By Sara Callaghan Chapell
 Brian and Jacqui Clay of 

Haines are proud grandparents. 
McKinley Grace Elizabeth Jones 
was born 8:11 p.m. Friday, May 9, 
at Bartlett Regional Hospital in 
Juneau. She weighed 7 pounds, 
3 ounces and measured 19 inches 
long. Parents are Samantha Clay 
and Nathan Jones of Haines.  

S ix  Haines  High School 
graduates  were among the 
graduates of Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff, Ariz., last 
weekend. Ryan Olsen earned 
a degree in exercise science. 
Ryan returns home to Haines this 
summer to fish with brother Chris 
Olsen, and is applying to physical 
therapy graduate programs for 
the fall. Parents Tina and Dean 
Olsen attended his graduation. 
Payson Schnabel graduated 
with a degree in construction 
management. Parents Nancy and 
Roger Schnabel attended the 
ceremony, as well as grandfather 
John Schnabel and aunt Debra 
Schnabel. Renae Miner earned 
a degree in hotel and restaurant 
management, and will be entering 
a management-training program 
at MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 
Dad Randy Miner was among 
attendees. Will Hickman earned 
a bachelor’s of science degree in 
environmental science. Will plans 
to work for the Department of Fish 
and Game in Haines this summer. 
Ryan Smalley earned his degree 
in political science. Hannah 
Brower majored in physics and 
astronomy. Parents Kathy Friedle 
and John Brower attended her 

graduation.
 Gregg  Bigsby  spent the 

weekend in Las Vegas, where he 
saw the Rolling Stones play at 
the MGM Grand as part of their 
“50 Years & Counting” tour. 
Gregg last saw the band in 1964 
in Seattle with his friend Jim 
Symbol, who also joined him 
for the Vegas show. “It was just 
amazing,” said Gregg. “They put 
on a great show.” The pair enjoyed 
complimentary MVP seating in 
the second row of the 15,000-seat 
arena.

 Mayor  Stephanie  Scott 
presented prizes Saturday for 
the inaugural Mayor’s Energy 
Award.  The private  sector 
energy project was awarded to 
George Figdor for his electric 
car, converted from a diesel-
powered Volkswagen Rabbit, and 
his off-grid home powered by 
wind and solar generators. The 
public sector award went to the 
collaboration between the Haines 
Borough School District, Seven 
Echoes Homestead and Alaska 
Arts Confluence to develop 
the “Small Scale Green-Living 
Building Construction Course.” 
Taught by wood shop teacher 
Ed Hays, the construction class 
led high school students through 
design and construction of a small 
cabin, which was purchased by 
Carol Tuynman for use at the 
homestead. The winners were 
chosen through a “people’s 
choice” contest at the Earth Day 
celebration. Scott said, “I hope 
this annual presentation of local 
private and public sector can 

provide a platform for sharing 
some of the common sense, 
cost effective solutions to rising 
energy costs implemented by 
residents and organizations in 
Haines.”

 Recent artwork by Alexandra 
Feit is featured in a gallery show 
at the Juneau Arts and Humanities 
Council through the end of the 
month. Alexandra paints using 
wax mixed with pigment to create 
works inspired by nature. The 
show includes 13 paintings from 
the past two years. The combined 



May 16, 2013 Chilkat Valley News Page 3

LETTERS from page 2

Smith revives assembly chair effort

Editorial
We’re publishing a story this week on Haines Borough fund balances 

to shed light on an element of the annual budgeting process that doesn’t 
get much attention – how much in savings our local government should 
keep in its wallet, after paying its bills.

Keeping some money in savings seems like a good idea, but the rub 
is the money the government keeps in savings is your money, cash that 
you might rather have returned to you in the form of reduced taxes or 
improved services.

Government officials say they need to keep a cushion for a rainy day. 
That sounds prudent. However, unlike you and me, our government 
already can raise money at any time –  through taxation. 

It seems odd for the borough to scrimp while maintaining savings 
equal to half  as much money it plans to spend in the entire coming 
year. It’s a safe bet that most families and businesses here manage to 
get by without a cash cushion equal to half their annual spending.

Our school district also socks away money. Its planned general fund 
balance of $464,000 for a $5.5 million budget compares to a fund 
balance in Sitka of $400,000 for a $19 million school budget. Further, 
Haines keeps a “facilities and equipment” budget with a balance of 
$330,000. Sitka’s school district doesn’t even have such a separate 
fund for improvements.

 The amounts of our school district’s fund balances are relevant 
because the borough pays about $1.78 million into school operations. 
If the school district could get by on, say, a $300,000 general fund 
balance, the borough would save enough money to keep open its pool 
and museum, facilities currently proposed for seasonal closure.  

School district officials would likely resist such a reduction. They say 
their fund balance may be needed to cover raises for school teachers 
resulting from contract negotiations currently under way. Similarly, 
borough employees also are engaged in contract negotiations. 

Fortunately for government workers, union negotiations seem to 
always wrap up after the budget process is complete, when governments 
are done discussing cuts and have compiled their fund balances.

Fortunately for taxpayers, borough leaders are still putting together 
their budget for the coming year. There’s time to ask your elected 
representatives about their budget priorities, and to express your own.

                                                                                  – Tom Morphet
      

Haines Borough 
Public Notice

Nonprofits & Community Organizations Requests 
for FY14 Public Funds

The assembly will address the FY14 budget very soon and will once again con-
sider granting public funds to community/nonprofi t organizations.
Requests for funding should be based on the time period from 7/1/2013 thru 
6/30/2014. Applications must follow a required format available from the bor-
ough clerk’s offi  ce or online at www.hainesalaska.gov Submit requests directly to 
the clerk at 103 Third Ave. S., P.O. Box 1209, or jcozzi@haines.ak.us. Applica-
tion deadline; June 1st. For more information call 766-2231 ext. 31.

VIVIAN (PAT) SLOAN
3-DAY ESTATE SALE 
FRIDAY -SUNDAY- MAY 17TH–19TH

9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
1390 HAINES HWY  2 MILE, RED HOUSE

FURNITURE.. POWER TOOLS.. YARD 
& LAWN EQUIPMENT.. HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! (907) 766-2777

HELPING HANDS -- Residents including members of the Uglys of Haines turned out last week to 
spruce up the playground at Tlingit Park. Filling up the playground’s sandbox, from left, are Chuck 
Mitman, Kelly Jessup, Tim Banks and Dan Hanson. A party for the playground’s 10th birthday will be   
held there starting 1 a.m. Sunday.

By Karen Garcia
Haines Borough Assembly 

member Norm Smith on Tuesday 
leveraged his vote needed for 
several capital improvements to 
get $2,300 of new chairs for the 
assembly members added to this 
year’s budget. 

 Smith declined to vote for an 
amendment that would appropriate 
$150,000 for a new fire truck and 
other equipment unless other 
assembly members agreed to put 
$2,300 into the current year’s 
budget for new dais chairs in the 
assembly chambers.

Smith’s vote was critical, as 
only four assembly members 
attended the meeting and all four 
were required for official action. 
Assembly members Dave Berry 
and Debra Schnabel were absent.

“I would like to see the manager 
amend this budget ordinance 

to include the assembly chairs 
appropriation of $2,300. And if 
we do that, then I’ll vote for this,” 
Smith said.

During an April 23 meeting, 
the assembly split 3-3 – with 
a tiebreaking vote by mayor 
Stephanie Scott – to remove the 
chairs from next year’s budget. 
Smith voted to retain the budget 
item, claiming chairs used now are 
uncomfortable and old. Members 
Dave Berry and Jerry Lapp also 
voted for new chairs at the April 
23 meeting.

When asked why he thought 
Waterman and Vick flip-flopped 
on the chair issue, Smith said 
budgets are a give-and-take 
process. “They wanted the fire 
truck...Isn’t that the way politics 
works? You vote for my thing and 
I’ll vote for yours,” he said.

Waterman said her perspective 

on the matter shifted since the last 
meeting, but she doesn’t know if 
it could shift back again. 

“I know that the chairs are 
important to (Smith) and to 
(Berry). I know at the last vote it 
was, I think, important to me to 
say that we have to look carefully 
at things. My feelings right 
then at that vote was that it was 
inappropriate,” Waterman said.

The amendment, which was 
ultimately approved, moves 
$165,000 for replacement of 
a dump truck into the current 
year’s budget. It also appropriates 
$10,000 for the Lutak Dock 
bathymetric survey.

The amendment is part of a 
larger ordinance that had its first 
public hearing Tuesday. The 
assembly will hold a second 
public hearing on May 28. 

Thanks for help at Tlingit Park
A huge thank you to the many volunteers that helped spruce up 

the playground at Tlingit Park. The Uglys, Venturer Scouts, Parks 
and Recreation board members, and many parents and kids put in a 
few hours to take care of our great playground. We sanded, stained, 
raked, filled sand boxes and caught up on some general maintenance. 
It’s looking well loved! If you missed your chance to help out,we’ll be 
scheduling another work party this summer. We will also be celebrating 
the playground’s 10th birthday at 1 p.m. Sunday, May 19. I hope to 
see you there.

                               Courtney Culbeck with Friends of Tlingit Park

High-tech search led police to alleged murderer
By Karen Garcia

A Haines man charged with 
the 1993 rape and murder of 
an elderly woman in Utah was 
tracked to Haines after Utah cold 
case detectives ran Ellenwood’s 
name through a Real Time Crime 
Center (RTCC) database system.

Detectives with the Ogden 
Ci ty  Po l ice  Depar tment ’s 
Major Crimes Cold Case unit 
ran Stephen Ellenwood’s name 
through the high-tech system after 
connecting him to the rape and 
murder of 92-year-old Mae Odle 

and sexual assault of 57-year-old 
Elizabeth Bell via DNA evidence.

Ogden Lt. Danielle Croyle, who 
worked on the Ellenwood case, 
said the RTCC program culls 
millions of pieces of information 
from public and private databases, 
nationwide criminal records, and 
other sources.

“It’s a compilation of various 
public websites and paid websites 
where we can look at drivers’ 
licenses and information and try 
to match it up, and ultimately we 
were able to put (Ellenwood’s) 

name through the databases and 
came up with his address in the 
(Haines) area,” Croyle said.

The Odle and Bell cases were 
reopened in 2003 when detectives 
sent DNA evidence gathered 
from Bell’s rape to the Utah State 
Crime Lab. Bell’s assault occurred 
about three hours after Odle’s and 
approximately two blocks away 
from the retirement home where 
Odle had been raped and beaten.

Bell’s assailant, who matched 
Ellenwood’s description, sexually 
assaulted her, stabbed her twice, 
and took her purse.

Croyle said she doesn’t know 
whether Ellenwood will face 
charges for the crimes committed 
against Bell. “We don’t know 
what the charges are going to be 
at this time because of the statute 

of limitations,” she said.
On October 10, 2012, the crime 

lab informed detectives that the 
biological evidence collected from 
Bell’s case turned up a match: 
Stephen Ellenwood. Because 
detectives strongly believed the 
two cases were connected, they 
performed additional DNA testing 
to confirm Ellenwood was also 
involved in the Odle murder.

“ D N A f r o m  E l l e n w o o d 
basically cleared up two cases,” 
Croyle said.

Ellenwood’s DNA was not in 
the system until he served time in 
Idaho for aggravated assault. He 
was released in 2008.

Ellenwood this week was in 
custody at the Lemon Creek 
Correctional Facility in Juneau. 
According to court records, he was 

arraigned for being a fugitive from 
justice on May 9.

Whether  El lenwood wil l 
challenge extradition to Utah is 
still unknown, Croyle said. “If he 
wants to waive extradition, then 
we can come pick him up ASAP. 
If he chooses to fight it, then we’ll 
have to go through that judicial 
process,” she said.

Ellenwood’s fugitive from 
justice case is being handled by 
public defender Timothy Ayer. 

Stephen Ellenwood

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH
766-3510
www.hainesrealestate.com

Have you checked out our website lately?
NEW 3 bedroom, 1 bath waterfront Carr’s Cove area $375,000
PENDING 2 bedroom, 2 bath garage & shop, big views $233,000
NEW Studio-style 1 bedroom on Small Tracts 1/2 acre $67,500
PENDING 3 bedroom, 3 bath immaculate w/ garage and yard $247,000
SOLD 0.86 acres Tanani Bay, some clearing, good sun $30,000

Therapeutic Massage
     & Craniosacral Work
           Liz Marantz-Falvey -  C.M.T. 

303-7036
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Floats
to buoy
center

Stacy worked every job at local Head Start

766-2444

Harbor Bar
 May Hours  

  Mon. - Sat open at 5 p.m    
8 Ball Pool Tournament Monday cash Prizes
9 Ball pool tournament Tuesday cash Prizes

World Tavern Poker Wed & Sat. - 7 & 10 p.m.
Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.

NOW OPEN!
DINNER HOURS: MON - SAT  5 TO 10 P.M. 

close 9 p.m. (or later)

 Alaska State Rail Plan—Community Open Houses 

The Alaska Department of  
Transportation and Public Facilities  

wants to hear from you! 

Rail plans develop a state’s long-term 
vision for rail freight and passenger 
transportation. They identify needs, 
prioritize potential projects, determine 
funding needs, and outline future rail 
policy direction. 

We want to hear from you! What is 
your vision for our rail system? What 
transportation needs could be met 
through rail improvements? What  
opportunities are just down the track?

Future open houses will be in an on-line 
format. To learn more about the planning 
process, sign up for e-mail notifications, 
or send us your comments, visit  
www. dot.alaska.gov/railplan.

Sign up for our e-mail  
notification list today!

DOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, or disability.  Full Title VI Nondiscrimination 
Policy: www.dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint go 
to: www.dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.

Spring 2013 Open House Dates  
and Locations

May 21 Assembly Chambers 
700 Spring Street, Skagway

May 22 Haines Borough Public Library 
111 Third Avenue, South, Haines

May 29 Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports 
Center 
1001 South Mack Drive, Wasilla

May 30 Seward Community Library 
239 Sixth Avenue, Seward

June 4 Loussac Library 
3600 Denali Street, Anchorage

June 5 North Star Assembly Chambers 
809 Pioneer Road, Fairbanks

June 6 Old St. Joe’s Hall 
Anvil City Square, Nome

All meetings will be from 5 PM to 8 PM, with 
a brief presentation at 6:30 PM.

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

By Tom Morphet
Anneliese Stacy has done so 

much in 26 years at Haines Head 
Start, it’s difficult to imagine the 
program without her, director 
Karen Bryant told a crowd of 
about 60 parents, teachers and 
program supporters at a retirement 
party for Stacy Friday.

 Hired in the mid-1980s, 
Stacy has worked every job in 
the program – including cook, 
classroom aide, teacher, bus 
driver, bus aide, maintenance 
specialist and program director, 
Bryant said. 

 She also has donated countless 
hours af ter  school  and on 
weekends to make the program 
a success, including butchering 
donated moose, decorating the 
school and each year knitting hats 
for students.

 “I don’t know anyone more 
dedicated to her job, nor anyone 
more devoted to this town’s 
children. And the children love 
her,” Bryant said.

 Ironically, Stacy almost wasn’t 
hired, said resident Pat Warren, 
a member of the Head Start 
board when Stacy first applied 
to be program cook. Some board 
members were concerned Stacy’s 
strong German accent and odd-
sounding first name would throw 
students off.

“I said, ‘Don’t judge her by her 

accent. Kids can figure things out. 
You may be passing up a good 
applicant if you don’t look at all 
their qualities,” Warren recounted. 
Stacy’s interview and resume (she 
had operated a daycare facility in 
Oregon) showed a concern for 
children that proved true, Warren 
said.

 “Teacher Anneliese has raised 
a lot of our children. This is 
where their foundation is and 

teacher Anneliese has done a lot 
to give our kids a head start in the 
community,” Warren said.

 Instead of an obstacle, Stacy’s 
German heritage became an asset 
to the program’s offerings, Bryant 
and others said Friday. “Often I 
have seen a child happily working 
by himself – and singing a song 
in German… One year we had 
several children excited about 
learning German and who came to 

school early to join Anneliese in 
a preschool German class. Quite 
amazing,” she said.

 Jennie Peters said grandson 
Kyle Dozier, after encountering a 
German man at a ferry terminal, 
started into singing a German 
folk song he learned at Head 
Start. The man joined in and they 
sang together, she said. “It was 
wonderful and this is the kind of 
wonderfulness (Stacy) brought to 
the community,” Peters said.

 In an interview after the party, 
Stacy said staff camaraderie was 
a big part of her longevity at the 
preschool. “The nice thing about 
the program is the staff all works 
together. That makes you want to 
come back again.”

 Head Start has changed during 
her tenure, with a focus that has 
shifted away from activities like 
cooking to a more academic bent 
geared at preparing students for 
kindergarten, she said. She attends 
high school graduation each year 
to see her former students, she 
said.

 Stacy is from a family of six 
children and she and husband 
Bill Stacy raised six boys and two 
girls of their own. “I like children. 
My body is 78 years old but my 
mind is 17. You learn from little 
kids, (things like) listening and 
patience.”

  

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough fined 

Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures (SEABA) $500 last 
week for operating on Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) 
property without a permit during 
the March 3 heli-skiing accident 
that killed a guide and injured 
two others.

Manager Mark Earnest, who 
can fine heli-skiing companies 
up to $1,000 per violation, said 
he decided on $500 because the 
company wasn’t merely operating 
on the border of the allowed area.

“ I  j u s t  l o o k e d  a t  t h e 
circumstances and felt that that 
was justified... It rose to a higher 
level than being just a little 
outside of the map. So that was 
the decision,” Earnest said.

The accident occurred in the 
Kicking Horse drainage on a ridge 
near Garrison Glacier.

SEABA co-owner  Sco t t 
Sundberg said this week he hasn’t 
yet spoken with Earnest about the 
fine, but he intends to. Sundberg 
said while he probably won’t 
appeal Earnest’s decision, he did 
find the fine excessive.

“I think it’s a little much. I 
think it was an error due to some 
confusing and conflicting maps... 
In my opinion, it was more of a 
minor deal. $500 is halfway to 
$1,000,” Sundberg said.

Earnest fined SEABA $200 
each for two out-of-bounds 
landing violations on March 19, 

bringing the company’s fine total 
for the season to $900.

S u n d b e r g  h a s  b e e n  i n 
conversations with Department 
of Justice attorneys and BLM 
investigators for the past month 
regarding the March 3 unpermitted 
landing. Sundberg said he doesn’t 
get the impression the matter 
will become criminal or result in 
charges.

“They haven’t really dug too 
hard or done anything dramatic. 
They’ve just been more than 
anything doing an informative 
search. It’s not a criminal or 
litigated thing at this point. That 
is where it stands,” he said.

Department of Justice attorneys 
and BLM officials would not 
elaborate on the investigation. 
“We are continuing to investigate 
the matter in cooperation with 
the U.S. Attorney’s office, and 
given that this is an ongoing 
investigation, it’s inappropriate 
for us to comment any further,” 
said BLM public information 
officer Tom Jennings.

Sundberg speculated BLM 
involved the Department of 
Justice because a fatality occurred 
during the unpermitted landing, so 
BLM is trying to minimize any 
liability. “They are worried a little 
bit that that might come back to 
the feds,” he said.

Sundberg said he has emphasized 
during the conversations his 
desire to maintain a good working 
relationship with BLM, as he 

doesn’t  want to jeopardize 
SEABA’s ability to get a permit 
if BLM land around Haines is 
reopened to heli-skiing.

All BLM land in the Haines area 
has been closed to heli-skiing for 
the past several years, pending 
approval of the department’s 
Ring of Fire Draft Resource 
Management Plan.

Sundberg said SEABA is 

presently collaborating with 
Alaska Heliskiing representatives 
to identify problem areas in the 
borough’s heli-skiing map. The 
two companies are working 
together to bring an amended map 
to the borough for consideration.

The assembly can amend 
the heli-skiing map annually 
by resolution. Proposed map 
amendments are due by May 31. 

“Help Keep the Senior 
Center Afloat” is set for 3 to 
5 p.m. Friday at the Senior 
Center.

The drop-in gathering 
is the second fundraising 
event held by the board of 
the Haines Senior Center, 
Inc., the group responsible 
for operating the center.

Root beer floats will be 
served for $3, and a drawing 
in the group’s recent raffle 
will be held every 20 
minutes.

The senior center board 
launched a fundraising 
effort earlier this year aimed 
at meeting expenses to 
make up for declining rental 
income. The board also 
hopes to bolster the center 
as a hub for senior activities. 
A kick-off luncheon March 
15 raised $1,200.

To date the effort has 
raised enough money to hire 
an activities coordinator for 
five hours per week. The 
position will help organize 
s e n i o r s  a n d  d e v e l o p 
activities they enjoy. The 
position also will follow 
up on board fundraising 
efforts.

For more information, 
contact Mardell Gunn at 
767-5487.

Parent Committee Chairperson Krystal Lloyd of Haines Head Start 
with a cake she made for the retirement of Anneliese Stacy, at right. 

SEABA fined for landing at fatal accident site
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Pioneer Bar

 OPEN
Daily 

7a - 2p, 5p - 9p

BAMBOO ROOM 
Restaurant

The Irish Lords
Saturday
May 18
10 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
Clinical Hypno-therapist

                 303-0010

 

Medicare & Private Insurance

Healing Head Heart 
and Body

Ashley Williamson turns a shovel of dirt at last week’s culture 
center groundbreaking in Klukwan. Elena Horner photo.

Therapeutic Massage
         & Bodywork

Mandy Ramsey, CMP

   Swedish & Thai Massage, Jin Shin, 
   Healing Touch, & Reiki   766-3697

Tell the
Haines High School

Class of 2013
You’re proud of their accomplishments!

On May 23, the Chilkat Valley News will publish a 
special supplement of graduation news and photos, 

including a portrait of the Class of 2013, which will be 
distributed FREE to all graduates.

We are offering special discounted prices for 
congratulatory messages in this keepsake edition. 

Reserve your space today.
SAMPLE AD SIZES

$40$20

Fax your ad or content to us at 766-2689, 
call us at 766-2688, or e-mail us at 

cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com
DEADLINE: Noon Monday, May 20th

$60 National Emergency 
  Medical Services Week  
             May 19 - 25, 2013

Thank you 
for all you do!

 Klukwan youths held cards 
naming deceased vi l lagers 
who supported the dream of a 
culture center but didn’t live to 
see it realized, then helped turn 
shovels of dirt at the ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the Jilkaat 
Kwaan Cultural Center and Bald 
Eagle Observatory May 8.

 “These people (on the name 
cards) took a stand for the culture 
and carried the knowledge of the 
culture to the next generation. The 
young people will have to carry 
it forward when we’re gone,” 
project leader Lani Hotch said 
after the gathering.

Hotch told the assembled crowd 
they were part of an effort for a 
village museum conceived before 
Alaska became a state. Documents 
show members of the Alaska 
Territorial Legislature tried to 
get federal funding for such a 
building, she said.

 The groundbreaking included 
performances by the Jilkaat 
Kwaan Her i tage  Dancers , 
acknowledgment of funders, and 
speeches by Smith Katzeek Sr. 
representing the Raven moiety 
and Joanne Spud of the Eagle 
moiety. 

 Clearing work started this 
week at the north end of Chilkat 
Avenue, where the 12,000-square-
foot building is planned to be 
enclosed by winter. But the project 
may stop there, as project funding 
is limited.

 “It will look done on the outside, 

but it will be an empty shell of a 
building. If we get additional 
funding, they’ll continue working 
through the winter, but that’s a big 
‘if,’” Hotch said.

 An initial $9 million plan for 
the center included a $5.8 million 
structure, plus landscaping, 
boardwalk and a plaza. The 
village has replaced that plan 

place  where if you’ve seen the 
displays once, you’ve seen it all,” 
Hotch said.

Arrangements are still being 
made with clans about displays 
of crest pieces, the most important 
and sensitive Native handiworks 
and artifacts. Some historic pieces 
created in Chilkat villages are 
considered among the world’s 
greatest indigenous artworks. 
Control and use of them, however, 
is bound by Tlingit protocol and 
clan relationships.

Work to reinforce the Chilkat 
River bank adjacent to the site 
was completed in January. Future 
plans call for an elevated walk 
from the center building to the 
riverbank, Hotch said.

The first two phases of the 
project included creation of 
a riverside cultural camp and 
construction of a “hospitality 
house” featuring a dining hall, 
gift shop and bathing facilities. 
The house is intended for use 
both by museum-goers and those 
attending culture camp activities.

with a phased approach that will 
add items as funding becomes 
available.

 Hotch said the building will 
include a replica clan house 
and feature a vaulted ceiling 
looking out toward the Chilkat 
River. Plans call for designated 
spaces for eagle viewing and for 
classroom instruction, coinciding 

with efforts to partner with the 
state Division of Parks and the 
University of Alaska, respectively.

Use of the center for eagle-
viewing and for university classes 
in Tlingit culture would bring in 
operation revenues, and possibly 
staffing, under current plans. 
The Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Preserve Advisory Committee 
recently endorsed a partnership 
between the Division of Parks and 
the non-profit that will operate 
the center.

 In recent months, villagers 
have brainstormed about possible 
museum exhibits, starting with 
the question: “If you wanted to 
teach something about Klukwan, 
what would be the most important 
thing to share?”

Ideas include the annual cycle 
of subsistence activities, Chilkat 
weaving, history of the village 
site, and the roles of the church, 
school and ANB/ANS in village 
life. “You want to keep local 
interest high by changing out 
exhibits. To me, it’s going to be 
a living cultural center, not some 

Alaska State Troopers began 
advertising a Haines state trooper 
vacancy May 8, meaning Haines 
should see a second trooper by 
late summer or early fall.

Haines wildlife trooper Ken 
VanSpronsen has worked the 
traditionally two-man post 
solo since he arrived in June. 
VanSpronsen said the arrival 
of a “blue shirt” will allow him 
to do his prescribed job as a 
“brown shirt” more effectively 
and will result in better service for 
residents living outside borough 
police jurisdiction.

Department of Public Safety 
Deputy Commissioner Terry 
Vrabec said he met with other 
public safety officials in recent 
weeks to discuss putting the 
position out to bid. Troopers are 
currently dealing with a statewide 
manpower shortage, so Haines is 
not the only community waiting to 

have a vacancy filled, Vrabec said. 
A new batch of troopers has 

recently made its way through 
the academy and field training 
processes, opening the door for 
more veteran troopers to move 
out of their positions and into a 
slot like Haines, which demands 
experience, Vrabec said. 

Vrabec  sa id  he  doesn ’ t 
anticipate interest being an issue 
in filling the blue shirt position 
in Haines. VanSpronsen said he 
had already casually talked to a 
few troopers out West and from 
Fairbanks who might be interested 
in the job.

VanSpronsen said the position 
will likely be filled by August, if 
not sooner. Troopers are given 90 
days to get their affairs in order 
before moving to a new post, but 
not everyone takes that much 
time, he said.

The sooner, the better, Vrabec 
said. “If someone accepts a bid, 
we’ll take them as soon as we 
can,” he said.

Administrative assistant Jessica 
Monkelien said, as of May 10, she 
had received one application for 
the trooper position, and Haines 
was the applicant’s second choice.

Troopers are usually awarded 
a position based on seniority, 
Monkelien said.

The bid closes May 24. 

Klukwan breaks ground at long-awaited culture center

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 

with real French Fries  
Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile             Roadhouse

Second state trooper
expected on job by fall 
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Tank project
hits a bump 

OPEN                                       

SOCKEYE CYCLE
May is National Bike Month

10 - 5:30 Tues - Fri 
10 - 4 Sat

Get a NEW BIKE! 
Bikes for the whole family!

 766-2869    24 portage st

Bikes are our business! 

SKATE from page 1

WildeFire Pyrotechnics 27 Mile Haines Highway

766-3872 314-0424

Open daily 
starting 

may 25
10 am - 6 pm

From the Baha’i
Scriptures
 “ O God! 

Educate these children. 
These children are 
the plants of thine 

orchard, the fl owers 
of thy meadow, 
the roses of Thy 

garden.”
~Baha’u’llah

“May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you 
trust in Him. . . .”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Romans 15:13

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

A n  e r r o r  i n  s u r v e y i n g 
m e a s u r e m e n t s  b r o u g h t 
construction of the new Barnett 
water tank to a halt Saturday, 
Haines Borough public facilities 
director Carlos Jimenez said this 
week.

Jimenez said a surveyor made 
a six-foot error in calculating 
elevation. The Barnett tank works 
on a gravity-fed system and is fed 
by the Tower Road water tank, 
so elevation is very important in 
maintaining a functional system, 
Jimenez said.

Manager Mark Earnest reported 
to the assembly Tuesday that 
the borough is considering fixes 
including building an elevated 
dirt pad on the site and moving 
the overflow valve up to make up 
the difference in elevation.

Jimenez said the borough 
is also looking into making 
t h e  t a n k ’s  w a l l s  h i g h e r. 
 Assembly member Norm 
Smith inquired during Tuesday’s 
assembly meeting who would 
be bearing the cost of the error. 
Earnest said the borough is 
“following up on that.”

The new tank is being shipped 
over from England, Jimenez said.

During its April 23 meeting, the 
assembly approved a $115,000 
change order for the project. 
Southeast Roadbuilders’ bid of 
$535,000 won the construction 
contract in December. As about $1 
million in grant funds is available 
for the project, the borough added 
to the project tank insulation 

T h e  H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 
wil l  contribute $5,000 for 
improvements to the Battery 
Point trail this summer, and is 
looking for up to $10,000 from the 
Division of State Parks for use on 
the project.

Manager Mark Earnest said the 
borough also will be providing 
some staff time and will manage 
the project through the hiring of 
a contractor, who will design and 
oversee trail work.

Earnest said some of the trail 
will feature boardwalk constructed 
from salvaged timbers from the 
Port Chilkoot Dock, while other 
sections will be gravel.

Park ranger Preston Kroes said 
details of the project are still in the 
works, such as exactly where the 
funding is going to come from and 
who is going to perform the work.

Kroes said he is optimistic it 
will all come together, though. 
“It looks really good. Everybody 
seems interested in getting the 
work done,” Kroes said.

Approximately $15,000 has 
been spent each year over the past 
three years for improvements to 
the trail, rehabilitating about one-
quarter mile of trail, Kroes said.

The Haines Borough clerk is 
working on a revised schedule of 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and is available 
to the public until 5 p.m.

Clerk Julie Cozzi started 
working from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
in early January to mitigate the 
effects of a heavy work load. The 
schedule changed to 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. last month, Cozzi said.

Manager Mark Earnest said 
Cozzi was routinely working 
12-hour days to get her work 
done.  Phone calls and walk-
ins  f rom the  publ ic  kept 
Cozzi from completing more 
paperwork-driven assignments, 
like reviewing tour permit 
applications and putting request 
for proposal documents together, 
Earnest said.

Cozzi said she feels more rested 
and believes her productivity has 
increased since the schedule 
change. “I can look forward to an 
hour-and-a-half to two hours of 
protected time when the phones 
are not ringing and the people are 
not coming in,” she said.

Deputy clerk Michelle Webb 
works 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“The clerk’s office is well-
covered, and I have not had 
anyone bring anything to my 
attention that says they are not 
receiving services,” Cozzi said.

Skateboarders must also stay 
clear of the roadway, excluding 
shoulders, and obey signage, 
according to borough code. 
Negligent operation of skateboards 
is prohibited. Negligent means to 
operate a device “in a manner as to 
endanger or be likely to endanger 
any person or property.”

Bower, Leslie Evenden, and 
Dawson Evenden said they would 
like to see code changed to put 
skateboards on equal footing with 
bicycles, but Ford pointed out the 
two modes of transportation are 
different and merit different rules.

  “They’re not the same as 
bicycles. They don’t have brakes, 
they’re harder to control, harder to 
steer,” Ford said.

B ikes  a re  a l lowed ,  and 
expected, to ride in the roadway 
along with traffic, Ford said.

Ford wrote a citation for 
unlawful use of a skateboard 
Friday, the department’s first 
such ticket of the year. The 
skateboarder was weaving back 
and forth across the road on 
Second Avenue and gesturing 
rudely at motorists, Ford said. 

“That’s one of the reasons we 
haven’t written a lot of citations, 
is because we’re trying to educate 
them. I don’t expect everybody 
that buys a skateboard from 
Mike’s Bikes and Boards to go 
read the borough code,” he said.

A c i ta t ion  i s  $25  for  a 
first offense, and increases 
in increments of $5 for each 
subsequent violation.  

Resident Nick Marquardt is 
trying to organize skateboarders 
and approach borough officials 
about a possible code change. 
“The way that they’ve been 

treating the kids for skateboarding 
is inappropriate, and as far as 
I’m concerned, it’s a pro-social 
outdoor recreation form. That’s 
the kind of thing that should be 
encouraged in every way possible 
by the township of Haines, so I 
don’t get why they’re making it 
illegal. They haven’t banned it, 
but pretty close,” Marquardt said.

Marquardt said a frequent 
objection he hears is skateboarders 
should be using the recently 
constructed skate park instead 
of riding around town on the 
roadways. But by that logic, all 
activities should be relegated to a 
specific area.

“It’s still a double standard. 
Are we going to freak out on kids 
for playing tag somewhere other 
than the park? Probably not,” 
Marquardt said.

Dawson Evenden also pointed 
out the skate park is not conducive 
to longboarding. Longboards are 
used more for transportation, 
while skateboards are used for 
tricks, he said.

“The  s ka t e  pa rk  i s  f o r 
skateboarding, and what most of 
us are trying to do is longboard. 
And it’s no fun to go to the skate 
park when it’s sunny out and 
nice,” Evenden said.

Ford said code establishes 
a reasonable balance between 
the rights of skateboarders and 
the public concerning property 
and safety, but said he wouldn’t 
necessarily balk at the idea of 
changing the law.

  “Whatever society wants to 
do with changing those laws is 
fine with me. I’m just going to go 
enforce whatever is on the books,” 
Ford said.

Haines-Skagway Fast Ferry

~ SKAGWAY ~ 
Just $25 one way 

$50 round trip 
Punch passes also available for $250

Now Book online at hainesfastferry.com
Call 766-2100 

or email 
reservations@hainesskagwayfastferry.com

or stop by our office in the red building at the 
end of the PC dock on Beach Road.

www.hainesskagwayfastferry.com

Borough digest
and a second mixer (to prevent 
freezing).

Work on the replacement tank, 
which must be completed by Aug. 
1, should resume later this week, 
Jimenez said. 

Earnest said he is looking 
into implementing a similar 
adjustment for planning and 
zoning technician Tracy Cui. 
While Cui’s hours wouldn’t 
change, certain times and/or days 
would be allotted for specific 
services, like building permit 
applications, Earnest said.

Cruise ship makes surprise visit 

Clerk works
new schedule Trail effort

gets a boost 

By Karen Garcia
A surprise cruise ship docking 

We d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g  l e f t 
Haines Borough employees, 
tour company operators, and 
business owners scrambling to 
accommodate the unexpected 
influx of visitors.

Holland America’s Statendam, 
a 719-foot vessel with a passenger 
capacity of 1,266, pulled into 
Haines around 8 a.m. Wednesday 
after its captain deemed high winds 
in Skagway – the Statendam’s 
planned destination – would make 
mooring unsafe.

Haines was not scheduled to see 
its first large cruise ship until May 
22, so tie-up crews, port security 
personnel and other cogs in the 
cruise ship industry machine 
rallied to prepare for the docking.

Harbormaster Phil Benner 
received a call from the Statendam 
around 6:30 a.m. with news of the 
impending arrival, and tied up the 
boat himself. “I’ve tied up a few 
boats here so I was able to do it 
properly,” Benner said.

Tour  company operators 
sprang into action, setting up 
extra tours and rearranging their 
schedules. Chilkat Guides director 
of operations Andy Hedden said 
the company had planned one 
rafting trip for the day, but rallied 
extra guides and added another 
two trips after learning of the 
Statendam’s arrival.

“We scrambled and canceled 
a first aid class and moved a 
bunch of stuff around and created 
a bunch of options for them,” 
Hedden said.

Hedden said while he welcomes 
the cruise ship and the additional 
business it brings, it’s difficult 
to sell trips at the last minute. 
“At late notice, it’s often hard to 
convert a bunch of sales, so we 
picked up only a half-dozen extra 
sales out of it,” he said.

JoAnna Egolf at Alaska Nature 

Tours said the company also 
scheduled an additional guided 
tour out to the Chilkoot River. 
“We just ask our guides if they 
can work an extra shift and you 
just turn them back around,” 
Egolf said.

The Haines-Skagway Fast 
Ferry also made a last-minute 
change of plans and scheduled 
an 11 a.m. departure to Skagway 
to accommodate cruise ship 
passengers needing to get to 
Skagway for tours already 
booked, said office accountant 
Deedee Hart.

“I only heard a couple people 
saying, ‘Well, we had to cancel 
our tour.’ Basically they could 
still book the train and there were 
other tours they could do. There 
was not a lot of complaints at all,” 
Hart said.

Margaret and Jack Vogt, a 
couple from Vancouver, B.C., 
had to alter their Skagway tour 
plans because of the Haines 
docking. The couple had to cut 
their original plans short, but was 
able to book spots on the fast ferry 
to arrive in time for the train tour.

Jack Vogt called the last-minute 
change of plans “crap.” “We 
should be on that train well off 
on our way to Canada right now,” 

Vogt said Wednesday morning.
His wife Margaret was more 

accepting. “I only wanted to go 
on the train. I don’t care about 
Skagway. So it worked out that 
we get to go on the train anyway... 
In the long run, I’m rather pleased 
to come to this little town that 
doesn’t have a zillion tourist trap 
stores up and down the street,” 
she said.

According to a McDowell 
Group survey prepared for the 
Haines Borough in 2011, cruise 
ship passengers spend about $85 
per person on their trip to Haines, 
meaning the Statendam’s surprise 
visit could net an extra $107,000 
for the local economy.

Compiled by Karen Garcia
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Wings is proud to continue offering you reliable local 
service through the year.

Current Flight Schedule effective through August 16

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau   Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

9:30 am  9:45 am Daily
10:30 am  10:45 am Sunday
3:00 pm  3:15 pm Daily
5:30 pm  5:45 pm Tue - Sun
7:45 pm  8:00 pm Daily 

4:30 am  4:45 am Mon - Fri
1:55 pm  2:10 pm Daily

4:55 am  5:30 am Mon - Fri
6:35 am  7:10 am Daily
9:30 am  10:40 am Daily
10:30 am  11:40 am Sunday
11:50 am  12:25 pm Daily
2:20 pm  2:55 pm Daily
3:00 pm  4:10 pm Daily
5:30 pm  6:40 pm Tue - Sun
5:55 pm  6:30 pm Monday
7:45 pm  8:55 pm Daily

5:45 am  6:20 am Daily
8:45 am  9:20 am Daily
9:45 am  10:20 am Sunday
11:00 am  11:35 am Daily
1:00 pm  2:10 pm Daily
2:15 pm  2:50 pm Daily
4:45 pm  5:20 pm Daily
7:00 pm  7:35 pm  Daily

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Book online at
www.fl yalaskaseaplanes.com 

766-3800 • 800-354-2479

• Courtesy Van Service 
• Business Freight Delivery 

and Pick-up
• Frequent Flyer Program

May 11th to August 23rd

Depart HNS      Arrive JNU           Depart JNU       Arrive HNS
5:00 am                5:35 am X6 X7          5:30 am               6:05 am X7
6:20 am                7:35 am  Via SKG X7        8:30 am               9:05 am
11:40 am              12:15 pm                       10:45 am             11:20 am
3:30 pm                4:05 pm                         2:00 pm               2:35 pm
5:25 pm                6:00 pm                         4:30 pm               5:05 pm
7:45 pm              8:55 pm      7:00 pm 7:35 pm

X6 - except Saturday          X7- except Sunday

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 16 1:00 am 3:00 am
Thur 16 12:30 pm 1:30 pm
Fri 17 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sat 18 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 19 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 20 10:45 am 12:45 pm
Tue 21 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Wed 22 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 23 1:15 am 3:15 am
Thur 23 12:30 pm 1:30 pm

Thur 16 8:00 am 10:00 am
Thur 16 5:00 pm 6:00 pm
Fri 17 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Sat 18 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Sun 19 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Mon 20 5:45 pm 7:45 pm
Tue 21 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Wed 22 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
Thur 23 8:15 am 10:15 am
Thur 23 5:00 pm 6:00 pm

WINTER HOURS 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Boost Your 
Health with 

Oriental Medicine

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

  Dinner service 5:30-9 p.m.
                                    Closed Tuesday
 766-2000                      13 Fort Seward Drive

The fl ag is out!
We are open! 

BEAR-RITTOS
Bakery & Eatery

Breakfast served all day 
and lunch

Open Daily 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 766-2117

Main St. across from Sheldon Museum  

By Krista Kielsmeier
About 20 athletes will represent 

Haines High School at this 
weekend’s state track and field 
championship in Fairbanks.

 The Glacier Bears advanced to 
state through their performances 
at the May 10-11 Region V 
championship in Juneau, where the 
boys finished second among small 
schools, and the girls were third. 
Sitka was first in both divisions, 
and Petersburg was second in the 
girls’ overall scoring. Angoon, 
Gustavus, Skagway, Thorne Bay 
and Yakutat also competed at the 
event.

“It was a lot different than the 
two weeks before; everybody was 
sunburnt,” said first-year coach 
Lexie DeWitt. “I think the heat 
really got to some of our distance 
runners.”

Haines opened its season last 
month at Thunder Mountain High 
School in a meet that was nearly 
canceled due to heavy snowfall. 
The following weekend’s Haines 
Invitational was scrapped due to 
poor track conditions. The Region 
V championship, though, had one 
clear day and one rainy day as 

athletes vied for state.
Each regional champion from 

throughout Alaska advances to 
state, as well as select, next-best 
finishers, regardless of region. 
Champions for the Haines boys’ 
team at Region V included senior 
Patrick Henderson in the high 
jump (5’6’’), senior Chris Olsen 
in the triple jump (39’01.50), and 
sophomore Keegan Sundberg in 
the 400 meters (55.06).

Sundberg said he is aiming for 
a top-five finish at state. “I have 
lots of stamina, so I’m able to go 
fast for a long period of time, and 
I’m competitive.”

Henderson, Olsen and Sundberg 
also were on the winning 4 by 
400-meter relay team, along 
with junior Walker Blair. The 
Glacier Bear team of senior 
Zach Rossman, juniors Kai Sato-
Franks and Dalton Tuohy and 
sophomore Terry Davis won the 4 
by 800-meter relay. Junior Chevy 
Fowler rounded out Haines’ state 
qualifiers with a second-place 
finish in the long jump (18’01.75).

“I thought I’d have a good 
chance at first, and then the 
two guys who I was trying to 

beat jumped way farther than I 
thought they’d jump, so it was 
unexpected,” said Fowler, who 
noted he jumped three feet farther 
than he did last year.

Junior Serena Badgley won the 
100-meter dash (13.93) and triple 
jump (31’03.25) for the Haines 
girls. Senior Alisha Young was 
first in the discus (92’02’’) and 
second in the shot put (29’11.75), 
qualifying for state in both events. 
Senior Karlie Spud’s runner-up 
discus throw of 84’03’’ also 
earned her a spot at state.

Sophomores Zayla Asquith-
Heinz, Jennie Humphrey, Natalia 
Taylor and junior Libby Jacobson 
took the title in the 4 by 800-meter 

relay. All were running in their 
first meet of the season.

“It’s rewarding, because it’s 
such a hard race to do,” Humphrey 
said.

Jacobson said relays help to 
ease nerves. “You get to warm 
up with your team and it’s not as 
nerve racking, because you’re all 
in it together.”

Badgley, Young, sophomore 
Celia Bower and senior Jess 
Giddings were second in the 4 by 
100-meter relay to Sitka, but later 
landed a place at state when that 
Wolves’ team scratched, DeWitt 
said.

“It was a very close race, so 
they deserved to go,” she said.

Sitka, under the direction of 
former Haines coach Jeremy 
Strong, had strength in numbers 
at the regional meet.

“Sitka has a big team and they 
have a lot of depth,” DeWitt 
said. “As (throwing coach) Jim 
Stanford would put it, we’re like 
David and all the other teams are 
like Goliath, especially at the state 
meet, but ‘even though we’re 
small, we continue to dominate.’”

She said the boys’ throwers will 
be strong next year. Freshman 
Kai Hays was third in the shot 
put and fourth in the discus. 
Among the distance runners, 
Tuohy broke five minutes in the 
1,600 meters (4:59.81) as a fourth-
place finisher, and Asquith-Heinz 
was second in both the 1,600 and 
3,200 for girls, narrowly missing 
a state berth. Relays also had some 
near-misses, DeWitt said.

“I think there’s a lot of stuff 
that I definitely learned and the 
kids learned, and we will do better 
next year,” she said. “Some of 
our relays struggled a little bit, 
as far as handoffs, but those are 
all things that I, as a coach, know 
that I need to improve on, working 
with the kids more on the more 
technical aspects.”

Track teams place 2nd,
3rd at regional meet 

Walker Blair and Kai Sato-Franks compete in the 400-meter dash last weekend. Lori Giddings photo.
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A Day Ashore Eldred Rock

Cheryl McRoberts surveys the condition of an outbuilding.

A boathouse contains two rail cars and a turntable for switching tracks.

A door on the lighthouse’s north-facing side was cut from an original window opening. 

A bedroom on the lighthouse’s second floor.

The view facing north from the cupola’s balcony. 

Logs and marine debris have washed away large sections of a railroad that once brought goods ashore. 

Gary Gillette and Pam Randles check blueprints from 1905. 
Cabinets full of nuts and bolts 
corrode in the boathouse.

        Tom Morphet photos.
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ELECT from page 1

       and so are we!

Bedding Plants
Vegetable Starts

Herbs - Perennials
Hanging Baskets

We will be in our usual spot in front of 
Haines Home Building beginning Tue. May 14.

11 am to 5 pm - Tuesday through Saturday

Chilkat Valley Farms
   Spring is Here

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30

CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

766-2320

Caroline’s Closet 
Featuring:

Triloka essential oils
Great for use in cars, your office, home 
and travel- just add a few drops of your 

favorite oils and spray.

Blake’s Corner Store
Video rewards program, rent ten get one free!! 

Hours
 Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m., Thurs. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.  Sun. 12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Aroma Spray: Add a few drops of essential 
oil to a fine-mist spray bottle. Shake 

well. Mist gently to revitalize stale air.

Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

INTERTIDAL COUNSELING
Confidential, Friendly, Professional

Liana Shull LCSW CDCI
314-0594

Salvation Army
Store Open 6 days a week 
Mon.  Tue.  Thur.  Fri.  Sat.

Wed.   9 am - 4:30 pm

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

1 - 4:30 pm 

Worship Service
11:15 am Sunday

It’s time to get geared up for King Salmon fishing!
All Landing Nets           10% off
All Flashers             10% off
Plenty of different colors of The Brads Cut Plugs  10% off

Sierra Designs Rain gear Arriving this week!

Open 8 am ‘til 6 pm 
Sun- Mon
766-3221

7a.m. - Midnight
766-2330

SUMMER IS HERE!!
New Products this week!

Outfitter sporting goods 

Mike’s bikes and boards
Haines Quick Shop

For all your snacks and drinks
for a great day in Haines Alaska

GoPro
2013 Premium BMX

NEFF
Unit Skate Tools

Girl / Chocolate Decks

RUCA
2013 Stolen BMX

2013 Haro Kids Bikes
Bustin Longboards

Indo Boards

766-3232

She cited numerous advantages, 
i n c l u d i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e 
candidate pool and creating a 
more democratic process. Further, 
designated seats don’t make sense 
in local elections as all candidates 
are elected at large and not from 
designated districts, Schnabel 
said.

“We do not have representatives 
by districts or by streets or by 
areas or by whatever. If we had 
representation that was designed 
in such a way that candidates 
represented a subgroup of the total 
population, then absolutely there 
would be a reason that candidates 
would pair off, but we do not. Our 
election by charter is at large for 
all candidates,” she said.

Pitting candidates against one 
another for designated seats limits 
a voter’s choice of candidates. 
“For me, the issue is that when 
I go to the polls as a citizen and 

the candidate who receives the 
most votes for a specific seat wins 
that seat, Bob would win seat ‘A’ 
and Sally would win seat ‘B,’ even 
though Sally received less votes 
than Jane,” Hamburg wrote.

“This system often then leads 
to candidates strategizing over 
which seat they’ll run for given 
who their challengers might be,” 
Hamburg added.

Schnabel agreed that the 
current system does encourage 
manipulation and strategizing. 
Candidates  wi l l  f i le  the i r 
paperwork for  a  seat  then 
withdraw when they are made 
aware of who they are running 
against, and then re-file for what 
they might perceive is an “easier” 
seat against a “weaker” candidate, 
Schnabel said.

Mayor Scott said in an interview 
Tuesday she supports the change, 
as it would promote fairness 

and put all candidates on equal 
footing. “The focus is on the 
role, the fulfilling of the duties of 
a member of the assembly. You 
don’t have to talk about how this 
person or that person would do 
it... Basically, you’re running in 
the pack and everybody gets to 
be evaluated,” Scott said.

Scott said Craig, Ketchikan and 
other communities use the roster 
method and she is researching 
how that system is working out 
for them.

Assembly member Norm Smith 
also said in an interview Tuesday 
he would support the change. 
“I think it’s a great idea. It will 
encourage more people to run,” 
he said.

In an interview, manager Mark 
Earnest said he was reserving 
judgment on the matter until he 
sees more information, but said  
he doesn’t see a problem with the 

I see a ballot that puts candidate 
‘A’ versus candidate ‘B,’ and then 
in another box says candidate ‘C’ 
versus candidate ‘D.’ Really who 
I want is ‘A’ and ‘B’ and I don’t 
care about ‘C’ and ‘D,’ but I don’t 
have that option,” Schnabel said.

Glen  Hamburg ,  a  l oca l 
government specialist with the 
Alaska Department of Commerce, 
in an email to mayor Stephanie 
Scott, gave another example of 
how the borough’s current system 
is potentially unfair.

“Say Jane Doe registers as 
a candidate specifically for 
assembly seat ‘A’ and has to run 
against Bob Smith for that specific 
seat.  At the same time, maybe 
Sally Sue is the only person who 
registers as a candidate for seat 
‘B.’ At the election, Jane receives 
101 votes, Bob receives 145 
votes, and Sally receives 60 votes.  
If the election rules are such that 

current system.
The ordinance’s passage is on 

a time crunch if it is to be used in 
October municipal elections, as 
it must be approved by the U.S. 
Justice Department, Schnabel 
said.

E a r n e s t  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t 
Tuesday’s meeting that election 
policy changes usually don’t take 
effect until the following year to 
avoid a perception of an attempt 
to alter or influence the upcoming 
elections.

Seats currently held by Vick 
and Smith will open in October. 
Vick said he doesn’t intend to run 
again this fall. Smith would not 
reveal his intentions.

The Government Affairs and 
Services committee will discuss 
the proposed change in election 
procedures at 4:30 p.m. on May 
23.

support it. 
Wrangell’s finance director Jeff 

Jabusch said three to six months 
is low for a reserve account. 
Wrangell’s reserves nearly match 
its $5.58 million in general fund 
expenditures.

“One  person’s  hoard ing 
is another person’s financial 
stability,” Jabusch said. 

Like the Haines Borough, the 
City of Wrangell owns a school, 
water, sewer, harbor and other 
facilities which have their own 
funds. “Although some of these 
have adequate reserves, others do 
not and if something happens, our 
general fund reserve is the bank,” 
Jabusch said.

Jabusch echoed many of 
Earnest’s  explanat ions for 
keeping a hefty reserve, including 
fluctuating revenues from state 

and federal funding sources 
like Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILT), Secure Rural Schools, 
supplemental revenue sharing, 
and fish tax. Due to the absence of 
supplemental revenue sharing and 
the undecided fate of Secure Rural 
Schools, Jabusch said reserves 
will be coming in particularly 
handy in the next several years.

“The federal issues are not 
likely to get better for a long 
time so we are not likely to see 
anything but down trends, and 
we are all going to want all the 
reserves we can get to help ride 
this out for as long as we can 
without cutting services or raising 
taxes. If you had no reserves to 
do this, your taxes would go up 
or your services would go down 
from year to year as these changes 
happen.  If a community is okay 

with that, then that works for that 
community,” Jabusch said.

The Alaska  Government 
Finance Officers Association 
(AGFOA), an affiliate of the 
Alaska Municipal League (AML), 
advises municipalities keep a 
fund balance of no less than two 
months of general fund operating 
expendi tures .  The  Juneau 
Borough is currently struggling 
to reach that two-month fund 
balance minimum advised by 
the AGFOA. Juneau finance 
director Bob Bartholomew said 
the borough passed an ordinance 
last fall allocating $5 million of 
sales tax to the general fund over 
the next five years in order to build 
up that reserve.

Skagway Borough treasurer 
Heather Rodig said the borough’s 
general fund operating budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year is a 
bit more than $7 million. Rodig 
couldn’t give a hard number on 
the fund balance, but said it is 
less than where the municipality 
wants it.

“Our general fund does not 
currently have a 3-6 month 
balance on it and it’s something 
that we need to visit,” Rodig said.

Skagway’s  new manager 

George Edes, who assumed the 
position at the beginning of April, 
is still familiarizing himself with 
the borough’s budget. Edes said 
in his previous job as finance 
director for a 7,800-person 
California town, the city council 
voted to keep the fund balance at 
a three-month minimum.

Edes said a six-month fund 
balance in the late-2000s allowed 
the city to weather a pretty tough 
economic climate. “When we saw 
the downturn coming, we paid 
attention to it, we managed our 
expenditures, and we managed to 
get through the downturn without 
laying off staff or having massive 
cutbacks,” Edes said.

Haines Borough Assembly 
members have expressed over 
the past several years that while 
they would not like to sit on a big 
chunk of change, they still want 
to maintain a “rainy day fund,” 
said borough fiscal officer Jila 
Stuart. That way, in the event of 
fluctuating revenue sources or 
major capital emergencies like 
the Lutak Road slump, taxes don’t 
need to be raised significantly 
and/or services don’t need to be 
slashed, Stuart said.

“It’s nice to be able to have a 

fund balance to bridge the gap 
if some funding source suddenly 
goes away,” Stuart said.

As far as the pool goes, 
Stuart isn’t denying that money 
technically exists to keep it open 
year-round.

Stuart said she is looking 
forward to seeing data provided 
by pool manager RaeAnn Galasso 
indicating pool usage numbers. 
The data will be valuable in 
determining how many people 
would be affected by a three-
month cut in the summer, Stuart 
said.

While both Stuart and mayor 
Stephanie Scott agreed a six-
month rule on fund balances 
is acceptable, Stuart and Scott 
both said keeping 18 months of 
operating expenses in the townsite 
fund balance is excessive.

Scott said she would like to 
see some of the townsite money, 
which comes primarily from 
property tax and sales tax, used 
for Third Avenue repairs and 
other capital improvements.

Earnest is proposing to transfer 
about $400,000 out of the townsite 
fund for purchase of a loader, 
narrowbanding radio equipment, 
and phone/electric upgrades for 
the upcoming fiscal year.

SAVE from page 1



Page 10        Chilkat Valley News                      May 16, 2013

Police report

Sponsored, 
in part by

Day Date       High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date        High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Soil Temp.

AP&T
Long

distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

52  30 0 0
51  29 0 0
55  30 0 0
58  31 0 0
63  34 0 0
47  37 .22 0
56  37 .08 0

May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 12
May 13

May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 12
May 13

59  38 0 0
64  34 0 0
66  35 0 0
66  34 Tr. 0
47  37 .38 0
50  42 .22 0
52  43 .18 0

44.6

Reuben M. Loewen and Rosalie 
P. Loewen, Plaintiffs, vs. State of 
Alaska, Department of natural 
resources, and all other parties, 
legal entities, successors and 
assigns unknown, claiming any 
right, title, estate, lien or interest 
in the real property or any part 
thereof described in the complaint 
herein, Defendants. 
Summons by Publication
no. 1JU-13-596 Civil
To: Absent Defendants- Unknown 
Interest Holders
    The plaintiffs in the above 
entitled action have instituted a 
quiet title complaint in which they 
have asked the Court among 
other matters, to declare their 
r ights paramount in cer tain 
accreted (and glacial rebound) 
lands, described in Exhibit 1 to 
the complaint herein, seaward of 
Parcels 3 and 4, U.S. Survey No. 
3707, Haines Recording District, 
First Judicial District, State of 
Alaska, as follows:
Parcel 3B: Beginning at the 

Southeast corner of Parcel 3; 
thence N 01 degrees 52’ 15” 
W 250.16 feet to Southeast 
corner of parcel 4; thence 
East 120.26 feet to a point of 
intersection with a point on the 
2012 ordinary high water line; 
thence along the said line, S 08 
degrees 59’ 00” W 12.88 feet, 
S 05 degrees 39’ 15” W 53.22 
feet, S 03 degrees 52’ 28” W 
54.93 feet, S 01 degrees 34’ 
50” W 22.20 feet, S 17 degrees 
46’ 36” 54.93 feet; thence S 18 
degrees 20’ 06” W 39.90 feet, 
thence S 13 degrees 16’ 19” 
W 25.54 feet and thence N 89 
degrees 55’ 51” E 67.82 feet to 
the point of Beginning.

Parcel 4C: Beginning at the 
Northeast corner of parcel 3; 
thence N 01 degrees 57’ 51” W 
35.43 feet; thence S21 degrees 
30’ 39” W chord direction34.44 
feet to the point of Beginning.

Parcel 4B: Beginning at control 
point C6 seaward of Parcel 4; 
thence N 15 degrees 36’ 15” 
W 72.59 feet; thence chord 
direction S 02 degrees 50’ 37” 
E 118.53 feet tangent 59.61 feet 
with delta angle of 12 degrees 
21’ 08”, thence S 03 degrees 
19’ 39” W 34.37 feet; thence 
S 13 degrees 55’ 20” E 30.44 
feet; thence N 14 degrees 29’ 
41” E 60.09 feet; thence chord 
direction N 21 degrees 32 
degrees 07” E 41.64 feet with 
delta angle of 14 degrees 04’ 
53” and tangent of 28.98 feet 
and thence N 54 degrees 57’ 
39” 26.87 feet to the point of 
beginning.

This summons by publication is 
intended as notice and summons 
to all unknown persons or entities 
who may have a claim or claim 
an interest in the property herein, 
which is the subject of this quiet 
title action. If any such interest is 
claimed, an appearance must be 
entered and an answer filed in 
the Superior Court and a copy 
to plaintiff ’s attorney, Richard 
C. Folta above, to the complaint 
within (30) thirty days after the 
last date of Chilkat Valley News 
publication of this notice or 
judgement by default for the relief 
requested in the complaint will be 
granted by the court. 

DATED: April 19, 2013 in 
Juneau, Alaska 

Erik Evans
Deputy Clerk of the Trial Courts 
of the State of Alaska in Juneau

Help Wanted 
Need a little extra pocket change?  
The Sheldon Museum seeks 
a part-time custodian to clean 
the public areas and offices at 
the Museum during the summer 
tourism season.  Beginning wage 
is $13.63/hr, for 10 hours a week 
until mid-September.  Applications, 
due on Monday May 20th, are 
available at the Borough office or 
web site, www.hainesalaska.gov, 
or for more information, call the 
Museum at 766-2366.

“Notice to Change Name of a 
Minor Child”

Public notice is given that on 
March 7, 2013 a petition was filed 
in the Superior Court(Case# 4FA-
13-01581CI) requesting a name 
change from (current name) Oliver 
Maurice Brower to Oliver Maurice 
Hansen.

Monday, May 13
      A person reported a domestic 
dispute between a man and 
woman in the Second Avenue 
area. Officers responded and 
determined the dispute was 
not criminal and separated the 
involved individuals.
  Dispatch provided contact 
information to a person trying 
to get in touch with troopers 
regarding a relative who was 
recently arrested and transported 
to the Lemon Creek Correctional 
Facility in Juneau.
  A person reported a four-
wheeler on the Mud Bay flats. 
Troopers were advised.
Sunday, May 12
    Public works was advised of a 
downed stop sign on Fair Drive.
     A caller reported a recreational 
vehicle parked on the curb in 
front of a downtown business. 
Police were unable to contact the 
owner and left a written warning 
on the vehicle.
   Police issued accident reports 
to two drivers when a vehicle 
was struck by another while 
making a turn at the Haines 
Highway and Second Avenue 
intersection. No injuries were 
reported.
   Two traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for failure to 
maintain a safe speed and an 
illegal U-turn.
Saturday, May 11
    A local motel requested police 
respond to a domestic dispute 
in one of its rooms. Police 
responded and determined the 
couple in question had been 
arguing but no violence had 
occurred.

  A health care agency requested 
ass is tance  p i ck ing  up  a 
wheelchair-bound individual 
from the ferry terminal. An 
ambulance driver was contacted 
to assist.
   Dispatch put a caller seeking 
information on how to properly 
seal a bear skin in touch with a 
wildlife trooper.
  A  man repor ted  be ing 
threatened by two other men 
while walking around town. The 
man did not provide specifics 
about the threat. Police advised 
the man on how to obtain a 
protective order.
   A caller reported an illegally 
pa r ked  veh i c l e  on  Ma in 
Street. Police investigated and 
determined the vehicle had 
moved after loading groceries.
     A caller reported a domestic 
dispute involving a juvenile 
on Small Tracts Road. Police 
responded and determined 
there had been loud yelling and 
arguing, but nothing criminal. 
Information was forwarded to 
child services.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for speeding.
Friday, May 10
   Police investigated reports of 
multiple gunshots on Sunshine 
Avenue, but were unable to 
locate the source.
  Several skateboarders were 
reported weaving in and out of 
traffic and gesturing rudely at 
motorists on Main Street. Police 
issued a citation to one man for 
unlawful use of a skateboard.
  A caller requested assistance 
contacting Fish and Game 
regarding an injured sea lion 

near Kochu Island.
   State road crews were advised 
of a slow, in-progress snow slide 
at 18 Mile Haines Highway.
Thursday, May 9
  Two males were reportedly 
intoxicated and trespassing 
on the Port Chilkoot Dock pier. 
Police responded and cited the 
men for trespassing.
   A caller reported a horse in 
the roadway at 3 Mile Haines 
Highway. Police responded 
and found the horse had been 
placed back in its stall by the 
responsible party.
     A borough employee reported 
a vehicle had been parked in 
the boat harbor parking lot for 
two months. The owner was 
contacted and the vehicle was 
moved.
   A caller reported locks had 
been placed on his doors without 
his permission and he wished 
to press trespassing charges. 
Police determined the matter 
involved foreclosure and directed 
the man to pursue it through civil 
courts.
    An air traffic controller reported 
a plane that was supposed to 
land in Haines had not closed 
its flight plan. Police determined 
there was a communication 
error and the plane had landed 
in Haines as planned.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign.
Wednesday, May 8
 A person  repor ted  an 
abandoned vehicle at the 
fairgrounds. Police contacted 
the owner.
   Police assisted troopers in 

service of a felony arrest warrant 
on a man near Mud Bay Road. 
The suspect was wanted for 
aggravated murder in Utah and 
will be extradited.
    Police conducted a welfare 
check on a parent and child on 
behalf of another agency.
 Police assisted in traffic 
control on the Haines Highway 
near Allen Road while the 
highway was closed for several 
minutes so a cable could be 
restrung across the roadway.
  A woman cal led pol ice 
to repor t her daughter had 
expressed suicidal thoughts. 
Officers talked to the daughter 
and put her in contact with a 
counselor.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign.
Tuesday, May 7
    A caller reported a person had 
kicked in a trailer door on Fourth 
Avenue. Police determined the 
person was a family member 
and no one was interested in 
pressing charges.
     A borough employee reported 
a message had been left on the 
borough’s answering machine 
regarding skateboarders in the 
skate park at 2 a.m.
   A woman reported a vehicle 
accident at 17 Mile Haines 
Highway. The woman said her 
vehicle struck a large piece of 
wood that had rolled out of the 
back of an in-bound vehicle. She 
estimated damage at $3,000.
   A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for a defective 
taillight.
    Dispatch received six medical 
calls and three canine calls.

show also features the work 
of Tlingit jewelry artist Rudy 
Isturis Jr.

 More than 40 volunteers 
gathered at the Tlingit Park 
playground Wednesday to spruce 
up the grounds and apply sealant to 
cedar structures. Friends of Tlingit 
Park organizer Leslie Evenden 
said volunteers included members 
of the Haines Borough’s parks 
and recreation committee, Haines 
Venturer Scouts and the Haines 
Uglys.Participants included 
Kim Larson, Chuck Mitman, 
Preston Kroes, Tanya Carlson, 
Jon Hirsh, Scott Sundberg, 
Meredith Pochardt and Darsie 
and Courtney Culbeck. Friends 
of Tlingit Park are gearing 
up for the 10th birthday of the 
playground. Residents are invited 
to the park for cupcakes at 1 p.m. 
Sunday. “It’s a fun way to bring 
people together and celebrate our 
community,” said Evenden.

 Tracy and Chuck Gage are  
new owners of the Salmon Run 
Campground on Lutak Road. They 
relocated to Haines from southern 
Oregon with daughters Courtney, 
14, and Carly, 9. The family 
first visited Haines in 2011, and 
immediately felt at home while 
staying with Barb and Jerry 
Blood. They returned last year, 
and stayed at the campground, 
where plans for purchasing the 
business started to fall into place. 
“We love it,” said Tracy. “We’re 
really looking forward to enjoying 
all the seasons, and you can’t beat 
the view out the window.” The 
family has a 5-month old Saint 
Bernard “Yogi.”

 All four of the Stelting girls 
– Denise Fields, Linda Nelsen, 
Nancy Fincher and Ruth Rubelt 
– were in town last week for a 
“memory trip,” their first visit 
here together since 1963. The 
daughters of Herb and Teresa 
Stelting lived year-round on 
Glacier Point from 1948 to 
1960. They spoke at the Sheldon 
Museum Friday and also spent 
time catching up with friends 

and classmates Tom Bieleski, 
David Land, Jeff David, Doris 
Bell, Gene Strong, Carol Waldo, 
Louie Meacock and Sandra 
Martin. The trip was a metaphoric 
spreading of the ashes of their 
mother, who died in December. 
“We decided to do this while we 
all still can,” said Denise. They 
made a day trip to the site of their 
old homestead, beachcombing 
and toasting their mom’s memory 
with water from the creek that 
was their family’s drinking water 
source. The family of six lived in 
a cabin measuring about 12 by 20 
feet. The girls came to town once 
a year to attend Easter services 
and participate in the Easter egg 
contest at Hakkinen’s grocery 
store. They moved to town so 
oldest daughter Denise could 
attend high school, then headed 
south in 1963 for Herb to receive 
medical treatment. The sisters 
now live in Oregon and Idaho. A 
second book about their life on 
the remote moraine, “Children of 
Glacier Point II” will be available 
at www.brainstormpublishing.
com.  

Although the Friday night 
dinner at the Great Alaska Home 
Brew and Craft Beer Festival in 
Haines May 24 is sold out, 130 
tickets remain for the beer tasting 
the following day. Some 1,400 
tickets were made available this 
year, compared to about 1,250 
participants last year. Tickets 

are available through the www.
seakfair.org. 

An inaugural Barn Dance at 
the Haines ANB Hall attracted 
about 35 dancers ages 8 to 63. “It 
was so exciting,” said organizer 
Diane Sly. “Everybody came to 
dance.” Gene Kennedy called 
the dances. Tara Bicknell called 
the Texas two-step, and Spencer 
Douthit brought home Gene’s 
book of calls in preparation for 
next month’s dance, on Saturday, 
June 8. Musicians included Katya 
Kirsch, Len Feldman and Tom 
Heywood. 

Lynn Canal Conservation 
has named Thom Ely its 2013 
Conservationist of the Year. The 
award was made at LCC’s annual 
meeting April 25 for “outstanding 
public testimony on conservation 
issues as well as business support 
for conservation work.” In addition 
to Ely’s involvement on local, 
state and national conservation 
and government issues, his 
company Sockeye Cycle raised 
$10,500 in 2012 for the Alaska 
Conservation Foundation from 
customers through its water bottle 

donation program. The company 
matched that amount and gave 
an additional $10,500 to local 
conservation groups, watershed 
councils and youth environmental 
education programs.

 Lee Heinmiller, Leanne 
Converse, Bob and Carol Duis, 
Kim Strong ,  Pat Warren , 
Beverly Klanott and others 
helped out at the annual Culture 
Days celebration last week in 
Klukwan. Two days of activities 
included workshops on Native 
foods and storytelling, and 
Tlingit language games. Twenty 
students from Angoon and 
ones from Haines High School 
and Mosquito Lake School 
participated. Among dishes they 
sampled were Beverly’s herring 
egg salad and Jones Hotch Jr.’s 
Native fried rice, made with black 
seaweed, dry fish and veggies. 

DULY from page 1

Dusty Trails
Apartments

270 2nd Ave. South, Haines, AK
Call 907-766-2329

· Rent subsidized by
   USDA Rural Development
· Rent Based on Income
   for Eligible Households

· 1,2 & 3 bedrooms · Carpet · Storage Area
· Appliances · On-Site Laundry Facility

· Off -Street Parking
Hearing Impaired

1-800-253-4091
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Un-Classified Ads
HOUSE FOR RENT: Three 

bedrooms on Helms Loop 
with fireplace and garage. $525 
month plus utilities. Call Dave 
at (360)708-2738. (14c)

Nor thern Construction, Inc. 
is looking for a ful l - t ime 
professional carpenter.  Must 
possess the necessary skills 
to act as a lead on jobs.  Wage 
DOE. (14c)

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month. 767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

Any person who has used 
Viking Cove for recreation or 
subsistence during the last 
40 years please contact Fred 
Einspruch, Box 56, Haines, AK 
99827. (7c)

Help wanted:  Permanent, part 
time (20-30 hours per week)  
f ront desk/housekeeping 
position. Applications available 
at Eagles Nest Motel or call 
314-0910. (18,19b)

Help Wanted: Hotel Halsingland is 
seeking an experienced house 
keeper, server, bartender and 
front desk representative. 
Apply in person at 13 Fort 
Seward Drive. (19b)

Parents As Teachers is enrolling 
fami l ies for the 2013-14 
program year. This is a free 
program that provides child 
-development information and 
activities for pregnant women 
and families with children ages 
newborn to three. For more 
information, call or text Jenn 
Allen at 303-7383. (19)

Garage Sale: Friday, May 17, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday, 
May 18 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the 
Bergstrands’, 6 Chilkat Trail Rd. 
Wendy, 766-2055. (19)

LOOKING FOR REDWOOD: If 
you have more than you need, 
call Norman (907) 723-4848. 
(19)

Season Opener May 24 at 10 a.m. 
Haines Packing Company and 
Some Things Fishy Gift Shop 
“your local seafood center.” 
Located at Letnikof Cove 5.5 
Mile Mud Bay Road. King 
crab, Tanner Crab, scallops, 
rockfish, halibut, smoked 
sa lmon and more. A lso 
handmade gifts, felted crochet 
hats, handmade quilted place 
mats and matching napkins, 
sweaters, T-shirts and other 
great vintage gifts. Questions? 
Call 766-2883. (19, 20b)

Please join us Monday May 20, 
2013 for coffee, cake and 
punch to celebrate Mary 
Cochran’s years of service at 
First National Bank of Alaska. 
(19b)

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

moose horn laundry
open

7 am - 9 pm
7 days a week 

314-0984
Mile 1 haines Highway

Double, Triple & 
50 lb Loads

Clean 
Showers

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply
•Mustang Survival 

Infl atable Work Vests
•Whale Pingers

•51/4” and 6” MoMoi Web
All available now!

Stormin Norman
723-4848






 










907-314-0434

Inside Passage Quilting
All Alaskan Fabric
Long Arm Quilting

Notions  Gifts  Fabric Patterns

Across from the Cruise Ship Dock

766-2220 or 766-2276

Chilkat Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

“From the border to the bay...”

Water Well and Drilling Contractors
Remote and Specialty Drilling Since 1983

Water Wells 
907-957-2980 or waterfi nder@yahoo.com

Contact us at

Haines Senior Center Site 
Manager and Cook

Southeast Senior Services is 
seeking two caring, energetic 
people to serve as the site 
manager and cook at the Senior 
Center in Haines. Site Manager 
duties include oversite of  meal, 
transpor tat ion and suppor t 
services, preparing program 
reports, and supervising staff 
and vo lunteers. Exce l len t 
communication skills, the ability 
to work independently and 
operate basic office equipment, 
including a computer, required. 
Previous supervisory experience 
preferred.  Cook duties include 
preparing meals according to 
program guidelines, serving 
meals and maintaining the 
kitchen. Knowledge of food 
service practices and strong 
interpersonal skills required.  Job 
applications and descriptions 
available at the Haines Senior 
Center or at www.ccsjuneau.
org. Fax application and resume 
to (907) 463-6144 or e-mail to 
jobs@ccsjuneau.org. EOE.

  The Chilkoot Indian Association 
is seeking an energetic, capable 
person to provide housing-related 
services to the Tribal membership. 
Qualified applicants: 1. Will have 
a working knowledge of office 
procedures and experience with   
clerical functions. Experience 
in developing and submitting 
documents for grantor agencies.
2. Administer the grants and 
contracts for studies, programs, 
and activities pertaining to the 
department including, but not 
limited to, planning of new housing 
units, rehabilitation of  housing 
units, creation of rental units. This 
non-exempt job pays $19 per 
hour. The tribe offers a generous 
benefits package including health 
insurance fully paid by the tribe, a 
six percent match in the 401(k), 
29 days paid time off in addition 
to 13 paid holidays, and paid 
professional development. Three 
to five years of experience in office 
or housing related operations 
required. Interested individuals 
should forward their resume 
and cover letter describing their 
relevant experience to:

Chilkoot Indian Association
P.O. Box 490
Haines, Alaska 99827
Native Preference shall apply to 
this position. Applications will be 
accepted until June 01, 2013

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VACANCY: The Haines Borough 
School District is looking for an 
elementary teacher.  Position 
closes May 22. Please contact 
Ashley at 766-6725 or ashley@
hbsd.net for more information.
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SarahJ’s Shoppe      Mon - Fri  6:30 am to 1 pm 
766-2928

   On Portage Street     
Espresso • Breakfast Burritos
Baked Goods • Sandwiches 

 	  

FIREWEED RESTAURANT 
 

        Now open for LUNCH 
 

  LUNCH:     Wed. – Sat.  11:30 – 3:00  
  DINNER:    Tues. – Sat.    4:30 – 9:00  
    

        766-3838     Dine In or Take Out 
    

~ Kindy Sproat

Massage & Somatic Work

“Oh Lord, let my words be tender and sweet, for 
tomorrow I may have to eat them.”

















..





she was encouraged that much of 
the damage since then seemed 
cosmetic rather than structural. 
“I thought it would have been 
degraded quite a bit more.”

In restoring the building, a key 
decision will be deciding which 
historic period the restoration 
should match, Randles said. The 
lighthouse was built in 1906 
but was continuously improved 
until the last keepers left in 
1973. Though mostly empty, the 
structure today includes fixtures 
for fluorescent lights, and modern 
cabinets and plumbing fixtures. 

 “There was no flush toilet or oil 
heat in 1906. That all came later,” 
Randles said. Utilities that were 
added to the lighthouse and other 
buildings are outside of walls 
and would be easy to remove, 
but restoring the building to its 
original features would probably 
be prohibitively expensive, she 
said.

Randles said she envisions 
having electricity for lights, 
restoring a drinking-water 
catchment system and setting up 
a composting or chemical toilet. 
“There are lots of pieces to put 
together,” she said.

Ideally, there would be a 
caretaker on the island and phone 
reception, she said. “We have to 
be open to the possibilities of 
how we can do this as low-tech as 
possible, to minimize the amount 
of stuff we have to haul out there 
all the time.”

Gary  Gi l le t te ,  a  Juneau 
architect who worked in historic 
preservation and is helping 
to restore the Sentinel Island 
lighthouse about 40 miles south of 
Eldred Rock, also made Saturday’s 
trip. He said Eldred Rock is in 
about the same shape as five other 
lighthouses in Southeast now in 
various stages of restoration by 
volunteer groups. 

Keeping water out of the 
aging structures and resurrecting 
electrical and sewage systems 
with alternative technologies are 
common issues, he said. Like 
Randles, he said accommodations 
under planning elsewhere are 
typically more like those of 
remote cabins in Alaska than of 
commercial bed-and-breakfasts. 
Adopted by the Gast ineau 
Channel Historical Society 
in 1997, Sentinel Island has a 
propane heater and lights, and a 
rudimentary kitchen, Gillette said. 
Work is under way on a water 

catchment there, he said.  
Volunteer restoration workers, 

as well as field workers like 
whale biologists, currently stay 
at Southeast lighthouses under 
restoration, he said. “They’re all 
being used. People are staying at 
them.”

But Gillette cautioned that 
there’s  only so much that 
volunteers and fundraisers can 
accomplish. “It’s a lot of work and 
it’s going to cost a lot of money. 
There are some grant programs 
but not large sums of money, 
unfortunately. We’re taking baby 
steps.”

Gillette said encouraging 
factors at Eldred Rock include 
the promise of financial assistance 
by the Marine Exchange of 
Alaska and a strong show of 
local interest. He was impressed 
by the number of volunteers who 
paid $30 for Saturday’s survey. “If 
they continue with that intensity, 
that would help a lot. It’s a big 
undertaking, but if people are 
willing to put effort in it, it can 
happen… But you’ve got to be in 
it for the long haul.”

Terry Jacobson, a Haines 
carpenter who helped in Saturday’s 
survey, said the lighthouse 
“looked pretty good.” Some of 
Skagway’s historic buildings 
weren’t even on foundations 
before their restoration, he said.

“It’s in serious condition, 
but it’s definitely all fixable,” 
Jacobson said.

Replacing clouded and broken 
plexiglass on the outside of 
original, double-sash windows 
will  keep out weather,  but 
vandalism also is a concern, he 
said. Graffiti on interior walls 
indicates the building is already 
used as a lodge by boaters. The 
structure’s opening door has 
been busted down, and someone 
apparently used a chainsaw to 
carry off a wooden bannister. 
“A lot of the woodwork in there 
is really nice. It was the kind of 
stuff they did in the early 1900s,” 
Jacobson said.

During Saturday’s excursion, 
several volunteers noted that 
the singular, most interesting 
feature – besides the lighthouse 
itself – is a railroad that led from 
two locations on the water to the 
lighthouse’s south door. Two rail 
cars that ran on the tracks – and 
once carried skiffs – remain on the 
site, inside a building containing 
a turntable for switching tracks.

Hundreds of feet of track, 
however, are mangled, rusted 
through or undermined by 
tidal action, and the skiffs are 
missing. How much of the 
railroad to salvage would be left 
to an engineering assessment, 
Randles said. “Rails would have 
to be replaced to some degree or 
another. It would be nice to be 
able to have the historical aspect 
of a rail system to see and use, but 
that would be left up to engineers. 
Those are the kinds of decisions 
that will have to be made over 
time.”

Volun tee r s  on  Sa tu rday 
discovered cemented supports, 
anchor rings and discarded 
metal debris that defied quick 
explanat ion.  Randles  sa id 
deciphering the history of 
improvements on Eldred Rock as 
well as making sense of what is 
there may require reading 70 years 
of logbooks kept by lighthouse 
keepers now stored at the National 
Archives. “That’s a long-range 
process to put together some of 
those pieces.”

One example is the lighthouse 
doors. The original structure had 
three doors, including one to the 
first-floor coal room. Over time, 
two doors were sealed up but 
another was added by expanding 
a window opening. Curiously, it 
appears the railroad stopped next 
to a side of the lighthouse that had 
no door. It also appears that one 
first-floor room was sealed and 
used as a cistern, Randles said.

Two men who worked at the 
lighthouse may also be able to 
shed some light on operations, 
Randles said.

Bill McRoberts, who made the 
trip as a volunteer photographer, 
said he thought the lighthouse 
should be preserved for its 
historic value but the cost may 
be tremendous. There are also 
steep challenges for it to become 

a lodge or other staffed facility. 
Among Randles’ ideas is to use 
the facility as a kind of hostel for 
kayakers. 

Unpredictable weather on 
the exposed island would make 
scheduling visitors challenging, 
and a full-time caretaker would 
likely need to be paid, McRoberts 
said.

 “I think you can find volunteer 
help to clean it up, but how would 
you get the money to maintain it?” 
McRoberts said. The railroad is a 
“disaster” that would require huge 
amounts of concrete to restore, 
he said.   

“It would be nice to find a 
Bill Gates to give us millions of 
dollars for something like this, but 
short of that…,” McRoberts said. 
“If Pam can pull it off, my hat is 
off to her.”

Randles has about three months 
to write a plan for stabilizing the 
structures there and restoring them. 
It has to include a business finance 
plan, she said. A restoration plan 
also has to be approved by the 
state historic preservation office.

Randles  sa id  she knows 
her group is limited to what’s 
affordable and realistic. “We’ll 
have a number of meetings to 
decide what’s feasible and what’s 
not. We’ve got a lot of work to 
do.”

The lighthouse group recently 
filed for non-profit status. Randles 
said hazardous materials at the 
site, including lead paint and 
tainted soil, pose a possible hitch 
in the group’s plans. The Coast 
Guard has agreed to clean up the 
site, but federal budget cuts could 
delay the work, she said.

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

 The Glacier Bear Try-athlon 
will be held 10 a.m. Saturday, 
starting in the Haines pool. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m.

 The  event  wi l l  inc lude 
swimming in the pool, bicycling 
the state fairgrounds loop and 
running on the track.

 The event is open to teams, 
individuals, students and adults.  
Teens and adult competitors will 

swim 20 lengths in the pool, pedal 
five laps on East and West Fair 
drives and run three laps on the 
track. Participants ages 9-12 will 
complete 10 pool lengths, three 
fair loops and two laps on the 
track.

 Bicyclists must have helmets 
and only team times will be 
recorded. For more information, 
contact Jansy at 766-6710 or 
jhansen@hbsd.net.  

SURVEY from page 1

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555
 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

Try-athlon on Saturday


