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 IN THE PUPPETEER’S WORKSHOP -- Byrne Power, left, and Paulette Caron display some of the 
puppets they recently created for a show next weekend. Caron, who is visiting from Paris, said her 
puppets are fashioned in a European style. Power wrote next weekend’s show, titled “The Calliope.” 
Story, page 7. Tom Morphet photo.  
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Local ‘igloos’ are history
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By Rosalie Loewen
As a child, Carla Earnest never 

imagined she would leave the 
Philippines. 

She grew up in an idyllic rural 
agricultural setting on the island 
of Negros. She and her parents 
and her three siblings shared a 
two-bedroom, tin-roofed wooden 
house with a large garden and 
enough space to raise pigs, 
chickens, ducks and goats for the 
local markets. 

Negros was coast to coast 
sugar cane fields, all feeding 
Asia’s largest sugar cane mill and 
refinery operation, the Victorias 
Milling Company, or “Vicmico,” 

as the locals called it.
Vicmico dominated every 

aspect of life in Victorias City. 
Residents were born in Vicmico’s 
hospital, educated in Vicmico’s 
school, put their money into the 
Vicmico bank and turned on 
Vicmico electricity.   

“We were not rich, but we 
were not poor,” Earnest says. Her 
father worked for Vicmico as a 
mechanic and a driver while her 
mother worked from home as a 
seamstress, adding to the family 
income. 

Earnest remembers not having 
much, but having everything that 
she needed, “When we wanted to 

buy a TV, we sold a pig…  But 
we didn’t need extras.  Now when 
I see kids back home, there are 
so many needs, (like having a) 
computer and Internet for school.” 

Throughout her childhood, her 
family’s economic position and 
her own future seemed secure. In 
an essay for the Sheldon Museum’s 
recent exhibit, “People of the 
Chilkat Valley,” Earnest wrote, 
“When I was growing up, my 
dreams were forward looking, of a 
future life in Vicmico – working in 
the community, helping my family 
and starting my own.”

Carla Earnest’s journey started in a sugar cane town

Union: Complaint mishandled  

Property value hike
upsets land owners
Some assessments skyrocket 
By Karen Garcia

Land value assessments that 
increased as much as 800 percent 
triggered confusion and anger 
among Haines property owners 
this week.

The Haines Borough sent out its 
2013 property assessments March 
13 and began receiving appeals as 
soon as the next day, according 
to assistant assessor Dean Olsen. 
No reason was provided with 
the mailed assessments for the 
seemingly abrupt and arbitrary 
increases, several property owners 
said this week.

“There’s no explanation. You 
pick up your card in the mail and 
that’s it,” said Mike Erny, whose 
land value for his 24,000-square-
foot parcel on Muncaster Road 
jumped from $47,050 to $77,900 
between 2012 and 2013 –  a 65 
percent increase.

Don Turner, who owns an 
undeveloped 7.8-acre lot out 
Tanani Bay, saw his assessment 
skyrocket by 891 percent -- from 
$49,920 in 2012 to $445,200 this 
year. “My other properties have 
been raised, too, but this one is 
just crazy. I don’t know where 
they come up with their numbers. 
I’ve talked to quite a few people 
and their stuff has raised 200 to 
300 percent,” Turner said.

Property owner John Shaw, 
whose undeveloped 4.6-acre 
parcel near 25 Mile increased 

from $32,000 to $102,000, said 
the increase seemed so arbitrary 
that “it’s almost like the assessor 
is spinning the roulette wheel.”

Assessed values in the Haines 
Borough rose by 18 percent 
overall.

The mass confusion and clamor 
for explanation prompted mayor 
Stephanie Scott to request from 
assessor James Canary a formal 
description of his methodology for 
the public. “I don’t like surprises, 
and it would have been nice to have 
the explanation beforehand so we 
would have been forewarned,” 
Scott said.

Canary, who has conducted real 
estate appraisals in Haines for 
more than 17 years and worked as 
an assessor in Juneau, Petersburg 
and Pelican, traveled to Haines 
for about a month to complete 
assessments.

The borough is required by 
law to maintain equity between 
assessed values and fair market 
values. An audit by the state 
assessor determined the borough 
was lagging considerably, sitting 
at about an 85 percent sales ratio, 
meaning, on average, properties 
were assessed at 85 percent of 
what they were actually worth on 
the market. 

Scott said the borough had been 
“scrutinized by the state assessor 

By Karen Garcia
The union representative of 

Haines Borough workers this 
week said manager Mark Earnest 
has been “out of line” and 
not compliant with procedure 
in dealing with an employee 
complaint against police chief 
Gary Lowe.

Though he received a formal 
complaint against Lowe  on Feb. 
19, Earnest did not contact the 
complainant until Tuesday to 
provide an explanation of how the 
matter is being addressed.

Earnest emailed the complainant 
after a CVN reporter asked him 
Tuesday why he had not yet 
responded.

“I am writing to let you know 
that I am following up on your 
complaint. I have not taken any 
action as of yet, but I will let you 
know if and when that happens. 
I expect to have that work 
completed very soon,” Earnest’s 
email read in its entirety.

Tom Brice of Local 71 said: 

“I would have thought if an 
employee had a concern such as 
this individual has that when they 
brought that to the folks at the 
borough, that it would have started 
the code process. It has not.” 

“When  the re  have  been 
complaints of this nature, it is 
incumbent upon the employer 
– the borough assembly and/or 
the manager – to investigate and 
address those issues,” he added. 

Brice said the complainant 
followed procedure by bringing 
the complaint to Earnest. “(The 
employee) brought it to the 
appropriate authority, at least in 
my mind, to have it reviewed and 
addressed.”

The borough’s elected officials, 
however, have differing opinions 
on whether proper procedure has 
been followed.

In an interview Monday, 
Mayor Stephanie Scott said the 
complainant shouldn’t have gone 
to Earnest first. “I don’t want to 
make this somebody’s fault. But 

I do want to acknowledge that the 
employee has to use the correct 
procedures in order to achieve 
their goal. I don’t want to make 
the borough into the bad guys 
here,” she said.

Brice maintains the employee 
took the proper steps.

Scott said the complainant made 
a misstep by not pursuing the 
grievance procedure outlined in 
the union contract. “Apparently 
(the employee) is choosing to 
arbitrate this outside of the process 
and that puts everybody in a 
difficult position,” she said.

Brice said that isn’t true. “In 
this circumstance, who has the 
authority to investigate and make 
a disciplinary finding? It’s not the 
union. It’s borough management 
and the assembly,” Brice said.

Earnest said Wednesday he 
has spoken with Brice, and Brice 
explained to him that due to 
the nature of the complaint, the 

By Tom Morphet
The Haines Pioneers of Alaska 

has dissolved.
Don Poling, who served as the 

group’s recent president, said a 
decline in membership and lack 
of manpower are the cause.

The local men’s and women’s 
“ ig loos”  of  the  s ta tewide 
organization formed in 1983, led 
by Fort Seward residents, Poling 
said. “Things went well until 
about eight years ago when that 
crowd started dying off. They 
just weren’t replaced by people 

joining. We were down to about 
six people doing all the work 
that was required to maintain the 
organization.”

The group had about  40 
members and was largely social in 
nature, hosting monthly potlucks. 
But it also held fundraisers, 
sponsored scholarships for Haines 
students and made donations to 
groups like the Haines Dolphins. It 
published three books about lives 
of local pioneers, “Glimpses” 



Page 2        Chilkat Valley News                        March 21, 2013

 

Save the DateLetters to the Editor

To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-
2688 or email cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.

Vol. XLII  #11  March 21, 2013

Chilkat Valley 
News

Office: Main Street, Haines.
 Mailing: Box 630, Haines AK 99827

Tel: (907)766-2688
E-mail: cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

Subscription rates: 
Haines, $42 plus tax; 

2nd Class, Alaska, $48; 
2nd Class, Out of state, $54; 

1st Class, $75 
Periodical postage paid at 

Haines, AK 99827

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 

Box 630, Haines, AK 99827

(ISSN8750-3336)
USPS Publication No. 500290
is published weekly, except the 
last week Dec. & 1st week Jan.

Publisher: Tom Morphet
Staff: Karen Garcia, Cassie Miller

Contributors: Sara Callaghan Chapell, 
Heather Lende, Rosalie Loewen

Thursday, March 21 
  Port and Harbor Advisory Committee 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. in assembly chambers.
  Strong & Fit Class, noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center lobby. Same time Tuesdays.
 Burger Night, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion.
 “Gravity From Above,” introduction to 
European puppetry, 7 p.m. at the library.
Friday, March 22
 Chamber of Commerce luncheon, with 
speaker Darwin Green of Constantine Metal 
Resources, noon at Chilkat Center lobby.
 Teen Drop-in Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m. Public 
Health Nurse available to answer questions on 
topics important to teen health, including con-
traception. Confidential and safe  environment. 
Every Friday. 766-3300.
 After-school Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework 
Help, 4:30 p.m. at the library. Also Mondays 
and Wednesdays.
Saturday, March 23
   Dr. Francis Solomon presenting on “The 
Impact of Metals on Aquatic Ecosystems & 
Human Health,” 2 to 4 p.m. at the Haines pub-
lic library.
    Chinese Dinner, Venturer Scout fundraiser, 
4 p.m. at American Legion.
Sunday,  March 24
 Miss Tess and the Talkbacks, 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center. Presented by the Haines Arts 
Council.
Monday, March 25 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Haines Senior Center Closed, regular 
service resumes Tuesday.
 Forest Service public meeting,  6 to 8 p.m. 
at the library.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the high 
school gym. Same time Wednesday.
Tuesday, March 26
 Tlingit Language Class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
museum.
 Haines Borough Assembly meeting, 6:30 
p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Portia Diwa and Diana Stork Lecture and 
concert, lecture 6:45 to 7:15 p.m., concert 7:30 

to 8:30 p.m. at the library.
 Open Gym Basketball, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
high school gym. Same time Thursday.
Wednesday, March 27
 Time for Tots, ages 4 and under, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at elementary school gym. 766-2152.
 Tourism Advisory Board meeting, 9:30 
a.m. in assembly chambers.
 Tsunami Drill, 9:45 to 10:15 a.m. Tsunami 
alarm system test.
 Music in the Stacks with Jeff Alvine, noon 
at the library.
 K-8 Celebrate Distinguished School Sta-
tus, 1 to 3 p.m. parade down Main Street. 
Rally to follow in the school.
 Haines School Strategic Planning Com-
mittee meeting, 7 p.m. in high school room 
130.
Thursday, March 28
 Robot Garage,  2 p.m. at the library.
 Tlingit Wood Panel-carving class, at the 
Haines School. 766-6727 to register.
 Shakes Island Tribal House, video confer-
ence about renovations for the Shakes Island 
Tribal House, 6:30 p.m. at the library.
Friday, March 29
 “Babies on Track” premiere, 9:30 a.m. in 
elementary school gym. Books, videos for par-
ents and tykes.
   Ukulele Russ performs 6:30 p.m. at the mu-
seum.
 “The Calliope,” performed by Reckoning 
Motions Puppet Troupe, 7 p.m. in the Chilkat 
Center basement.
Saturday, March 30
 Stay Put Workshop: Aging Well in 
Haines, 9:30 a.m. at the senior center. Free.
 22 Shooting Event, 10 a.m. at the Haines 
Sportsman’s Shooting Range.
 HARK Annual Member meeting, dessert 
auction and dinner,  5:30 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria.
“The Calliope,” performed by Reckoning 
Motions Puppet Troupe, shows at 3 p.m. and 
7 p.m. in the Chilkat Center basement.

  
  

         See DULY page 10

Duly Noted

Samaritans displayed ‘spirit of North’
I had an accident Thursday, March 14, at Mile 32 of the Haines 

Highway when my car hit a patch of ice and I ended up overturned.
Within five minutes, along came a pickup with two young men who 

were kind enough to take me to the 33 Mile Roadhouse.
I was provided a lot of help and support in this matter. I encountered 

more help with the removal and towing of the vehicle to a safe area 
at the Roadhouse. I had access to the phone which helped very much 
so that I could call the police and folks at home. My only regret is not 
getting the names of all involved, but they know. The spirit of the North 
is alive and well in the City of Haines.

  Thanks so much.
                                                                                            Ed Snow

Luncheon raised more than $1,100
We know more people wanted to attend the recent Senior Center 

fundraising luncheon, but the tickets sold out very fast! We are so 
appreciative of the community support. There will be more opportunities 
in the future to support our fundraising efforts.

What an awesome lunch this was! Thanks to Adam Richard for 
donating his time and culinary skills to create a wonderful meal.

Even though they get called upon often, our local merchants 
were very generous again. Howsers, Olerud’s, Mountain Market 
and Fireweed Restaurant all donated supplies. Anne Hanssen, the 
hardworking gem for our local Senior Services, was generous even 
though she was out of town, by providing flowers for the event. Pie 
bakers Judy Ewald, Dawn Woodard, Georgia Sampson, and Julie Shook 
provided the apple pies for dessert. 

The serving and cleanup crew all did such a great job. We appreciate 
the hours of work you put in. It is an encouraging beginning in our 
efforts to have “community-supported senior services” in Haines, and 
we raised over $1,100.

                                                   Haines Senior Citizens Center Inc.     
                  Mardell Gunn, secretary

 
Appreciates help with marine class

Thank you to the Haines Volunteer Fire Department and especially 
Jerry Blood and Matt Davis for their unselfish help and support during 
the March 9 marine safety class. Firefighting and fire extinguisher use 
is an important part of the class and those two gentlemen were willing 
to help on very short notice.

                                                                                     Karl Johnson

Community supported volleyball squad
 I would like to thank the Haines community and business owners 

for showing their support for the middle school volleyball team during 
our dinner and various other fundraisers we have done in the last few 
weeks. I would also like to make a special thank you to Haines Home 
Building and Craig Miller for their funding for new uniforms.

                   Cassie Miller

By Tom Morphet
Ellen Larson was in Haines 

this week, taking walks and 
recuperating from brain surgery 
to remove a non-malignant tumor 
that was putting pressure on her 
optic nerve and causing her vision 
to blur. She was diagnosed in late 
January and went under the knife 
Feb. 7 at Barrow Neurological 
Center in Phoenix, Ariz. Twelve 
days in intensive care following 
the surgery were eased by visits 
from husband Larry, daughter 
Torrey and sister Jennifer Black. 
Her three-year-old mutt Mogi 
was allowed to stay beside her 
as a “therapy dog,” she said. “I 
am so happy to be in Haines. I’m 
feeling great. It’s exactly what 
I needed,” Ellen said. A retired 
Haines elementary teacher, Ellen 
is an assistant clinical professor 
of education at Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff. Ellen 
said a highlight last fall was 
sharing dinner out at a Flagstaff 
Thai restaurant with Larry, sister 
Jennifer, Mike Van Note, Laurie 
Dadourian and Dave Swift. 

Barb Blood described her 
recent, 10-day trip to Israel with 
husband Jerry as “incredible.” 
They went with Barb’s brother, 
Rob Willey of Springfield, 
Mass., a retired history professor 
and college dean who made 11 
previous trips, including as a tour 
guide, and Rob’s wife Carol. 
Highlights included floating in the 
Dead Sea and visiting the Israel 
Museum, Holocaust Museum and 
The Wailing Wall. They stayed 
in a hotel on the Sea of Galilee 
and enjoyed breakfasts of fresh 
tomatoes, cucumbers and olives. 

Their return trip included a day-
long visit to New York City, where 
they saw the Sept. 11 memorial 
and walked across the Brooklyn 
Bridge. 

Friends in Haines were enthused 
to see Dr. Christine Roalofs 
win the red lantern in the 2013 
Iditarod sled dog race. Roalofs, 
a pediatric dentist, worked in 
the Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium clinic here for 
several years and is remembered 
for her work with patients with 
developmental disabilities. She 
finished in less than 15 days, with 
11 of her 16 dogs that started the 
race. 

Suzanne Vuillet-Smith said 
she had a great time visiting 
husband Norm Smith’s stepmom 
Donna Smith in Albion, Neb. 
The weeklong visit included 
big, country dinners and great 
hospitality, Suzanne said. Winter 
still had its grip on the plains 
west of Omaha, an area that is 
windswept but beautiful, she said.

The Earth Day ad hoc committee 
is beginning planning for its 
seventh annual Earth Day event 
to be held Saturday, May 11 from 
10 a.m. to noon in the school 
cafeteria. If your organization 
would like to be considered for 
putting up a display or making 
a presentation, please contact 
Melissa Aronson at aronson@
aptalaska.net or call 766-2185.  

 Jan Hamilton  and sister 
Laurie Debore of Seattle are at 
Jan’s Lutak home, opening the 
house for summer. Jan’s husband 
Scott also was in town for a few 
days, taking a break from his job 
heading up the Alaska Maritime 

Training Center  a t  Alaska 
Vocational Technical Center 
(AVTEC) in Seward. Scott reports 
daughter Maarit Hamilton will 
soon graduate from University 
of Alaska – Fairbanks with an 
English degree and recently was 
named UAF Engligh Student of 
the Year. Maarit plans to attend 
the culinary academy at AVTEC. 
Son Blake is entering his third 
year at the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Md., and son Alden 
Hamilton enters Seward High 
School in the fall.

The premiere of a four-part 
documentary recounting the 

By Krista Kielsmeier
A Chilkat Valley tripleheader 

at the Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament in Juneau was 
scheduled for Thursday, March 
21, as three local, undefeated 
teams were one win away from 
the championship game as of 
press time Wednesday

The Klukwan Chilkats, Haines 
Merchants and Klukwan Masters 
are scheduled to play in three 
consecutive games.

The Chilkats tip off at 6 p.m. 
against Hoonah in the “C” bracket. 
Klukwan has a 2-0 record at Gold 
Medal, with wins over Angoon, 
77-53, and seven-time defending 
champion Kake, 86-76. Stuart 
DeWitt and David Buss each are 
averaging about 20 points a game 
for the Chilkats.

Both the Merchants  and 
Masters finished as runners-up 
in the 2012 tournament, and 
opened this year’s edition with 
byes. The Merchants, in “B” 
play, will face Angoon in the 7:30 
p.m. semifinal. Haines defeated 
Wrangell, 66-58, on Monday and 
outlasted Metlakatla, 83-70 on 

Tuesday, sparked by top scorers 
Tyler Healy and Kyle Rush.

The Masters held off Hoonah, 
65-61, Tuesday in a game that saw 
the return of Steve Fossman to the 
court. Klukwan led by more than 
20 points and withstood a furious 
Hoonah comeback to reach the 
semifinal. Fossman poured in 21 
points and Jeff Sharnbroich added 
14 for the Masters. Klukwan and 
Juneau Alliance will face off in 
the 9 p.m. game tonight.

The winners of all three games 
will advance to Saturday’s 
championship contests. The losers 
will have to win once more on 
Friday to secure a spot in the title 
games.

The Klukwan “B” team was 
eliminated from the tournament 
on Tuesday after tallying a 1-2 
record. Klukwan opened with a 
loss to Angoon, recovered for a 
60-53 win against Sitka, and fell 
to Wrangell.

Championship games start 
with the Masters 4 p.m. Saturday, 
followed by “C” and then “B.” 
More information is available at 
www.goldmedalbasketball.org.

Haines tripleheader  
set at Gold Medal 

 The Haines pool reopened 
Friday following a 10-day closure 
to address problems with water 
leaking from the facility’s shower 
rooms to the Haines High School 
locker rooms below.

 Borough facilities director 
Carlos Jimenez said the problem 

stemmed with deterioration in 
three, cast-iron floor drains in the 
dressing room areas of the pool’s 
men’s and women’s locker rooms. 
The borough replaced the drains.

 Pinpointing and fixing the 
problem cost the borough about 
$5,000, Jimenez said.

Drains caused leaks at pool
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Workshop to tackle
local aging issues

dave@hainesrealestate.com
jeanne@hainesrealestate.com

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

jim@hainesrealestate.com
pam@hainesrealestate.com

BEACH-FRONT HOME ON LUTAK
2 bedroom, 1 bath home on top of 2-car garage.  
Newly built in 2006, small & easy to maintain 

leaving you with lots of time to enjoy the beach!  
Includes: greenhouse, hot tub in screened in porch, 

large deck, woodstove, and more.  $298,000

NEW!

Boomers will swell ranks

HAINES BOROUGH PUBLIC NOTICE 
2013 PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS

DEADLINE for FILING APPEALS: APRIL 15, 2013 (by 5:00 p.m.)
      The Assessor of the Haines Borough gives notice that the 2013 Real Property Assessment Roll 
is complete, and assessment notices have been mailed. Property owners failing to receive their 
assessment notice(s) should contact the Borough office at 103 3rd Ave. S., or call (907)766-2231.
   Property owners must advise the Assessor of any errors or omissions regarding their assessed 
values by contacting (907)766-2231, or in writing to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK 99827.
      Property owners who do not receive satisfaction on the assessed values from the Assessor 
must complete a Real Property Tax Appeal Form by April 15, 2013. Appeal forms are available at 
the Haines Borough office or online at: www.hainesalaska.gov.
    Appeals will be scheduled for a hearing before the Board of Equalization (B.O.E.), in the Borough 
Assembly Chambers, at 6:00 p.m., on April 29, 2013.

Published: March 21st and March 28th, 2013

By Tom Morphet
A free workshop addressing 

aging in Haines will be held 
starting 9:30 a.m. Saturday, March 
30 at the Senior Center.

 The program is sponsored by 
Southeast Alaska Independent 
Living, Hospice of Haines, 
Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium and Cornerstone 
Home Health Care. 

I t ’s  t i t led ,  “Staying Put 
Workshop: Aging Well in Haines” 
and is billed as “a thoughtful look 
at Haines as a place for all of us 
to age well.”

 Diane Sly, who retired to 
Haines a year ago, organized the 
event as a private citizen. “My 
mom’s 97 and I can see from her 
experiences what’s coming down 
the pike.”

Baby boomers interested in 
staying in Haines will soon swell 
the ranks of the elderly here, she 
said. 

“There are many 60-somethings 
who’ve lived here a long time and 
haven’t paid attention to the fact 
that they’re going to try to live out 
their lives in Haines. Most people 
want to stay at home (as they age). 
We’ll discuss what kind of support 
services we have and what we’d 
like to have happen... The services 
will have to expand. There are a 
lot of us.” 

The “Beacon Hill model,” for 
example, links up seniors with 
skills offered at discount rates 
with other, home-bound seniors 
needing services.  “It brings in 
income and helps other retired 

people stay in their homes.” 
The workshop includes a talk 

by Ginny Palmer of Juneau’s 
Foundation for End of Life Care, 
a “mini-workshop” on end-of 
life directives, instruction on 
signing up for Pioneers Homes 
and medevac insurance, and a 
roundtable discussion on senior 
housing, health, and in-home care 
in Haines. 

Palmer created “When You’re 
Not Here,” a 40-page booklet 
that addresses comprehensive 
aging topics ranging from do-
not-resuscitate orders to adult 
protective services, obituaries, 
cremation and more. Copies of 
the book will be available at the 
program.

Also, Dr. Julia Heinz of Haines 
will speak about maintaining 
health with age. 

 Participants in the discussion 
will include representatives 
of Hospice, SAIL, SEARHC, 
Cornerstone, Public Health Nurse 
office, Haines Senior Village and 
Haines Assisted Living.

 A healthy lunch will  be 
provided at noon. 

 Organizer Sly said if boomers 
do nothing else they should at least 
fill out an “end of life directive” 
available on the State of Alaska 
website and file that with their 
doctor. Such instructions are 
invaluable in the event a person is 
incapacitated and stands to receive 
medical attention.

 Sly said she hopes the workshop 
will become an annual event. 

 

The Haines Borough attorney 
billed the borough more than 
$3,500 in January for issues 
related to heli-skiing, chief fiscal 
officer Jila Stuart said this week.

Brooks Chandler billed the 
borough for 17 hours of work – 
$3,570 – under the “heli-skiing” 
category on his January invoice. 
The borough renewed commercial 
tour permits in January for three 
local heli-skiing companies, 
including Alaska Heliskiing.

Clerk Julie Cozzi issued a 
15-page memo outlining her 

SLINGING SECTIONS OF PIPE -- Trucano Construction employees load sections of the defunct 
Army fuel pipeline into a truck at 25 Mile Sunday. The pipe straddled the Wells Bridge and is being 
removed in advance of replacement of the bridge by the state Department of Transportation.

reasoning behind the controversial 
decision to give Alaska Heliskiing 
a permit following its breaches 
of state law, borough code, and 
the company’s own safety plan 
during the 2012 season. An Alaska 
Heliskiing client and guide also 
died in 2012.

Borough manager Mark Earnest 
said while the memo “was Cozzi’s 
work, it was reviewed by the 
attorney.” The memo “certainly 
had a review and a lot of input 
from the borough attorney,” he 
said.

Cozzi said she “worked with 
(Chandler) quite a bit,” but that 
she prepared the final version 
after on-going back-and-forth 
communications between the two.

“I couldn’t even come close to 
guessing what percentage is this, 
or when did this happen,” Cozzi 
said when asked how much of the 
memo Chandler was responsible 
for. “I did what I had to do, and 
I utilized another borough officer 
– the borough attorney. We had 
lots of conversations. I proposed 
language; he proposed language.”

Heli-skiing legal fees: $3,500   
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Planners drop 26 Mile rezone 

Alaska Power & Telephone
Inviting Haines residents to 

experience DSL at a whole new level.
4Mb! Call 766-6500.

Klukwan School

9th Grade
Destinee Cowart
Autumn Gross
Kai Hays
Bailey Stuart
Kayley Swinton

10th Grade
Zayla Asquith-Heinz
Celia Bower
Christine Briggs
Jennie Humphrey
Lindsey Jobbins
Keegan Sundberg
Paige Winge

11th Grade
Serena Badgley
Polly Bryant
Zeke Frank
Chevy Fowler
Rebekah Green
John Gross
Libby Jacobson
Justice Jensen
Jamie Messerschmidt
Isobel Smith
Justin Swinton

Chris Turner

12th Grade
Brandon Bachman
Riley Erekson
Jess Giddings
Patrick Henderson
Royal Henderson
Tia Heywood
Karissa Land
Samantha Lowe
Corey Piper
Josh Thomas
Alisha Young

Third Quarter 2012 / 2013

8th Grade
Madeline Andriesen 
Gabrielle Galinski
Mori Hays
Mikayla Kauffman
Faith Lockhart
Dylan Palmieri
Leah Bozhi Sebens 
Jonathan Shaw 
Jordan Stigen
Allison Stuart
Olivia Wing

7th Grade
Brittney Bradford 
Makaya Crager
Marty Fowler
Syrena Jackson
Dalton Klinger
Sarah Long
Frank Keegan Palmieri
Hudson Sage
Dylan Swinton
Seth Waldo
Nicholos Wilde
Tulsi Zahnow

6th Grade
Lillianna Benassi 
Caleb Franks
Marissa Haddock 
Natalie Humphrey-    
    Kauffman
Kamakana Kanhele
Tailer Olsson
Baylor Perry
Cole Ripley
Tiaya Ruggirello 
Elena Saunders
Skyler Smith
Haley Sweet-Cushing 
Sheeshao Buxton-White
Aurora Wilde

Home School

Eli White

Joe Lamberty 
Danielle Dallmann 
Kaitlyn Stevens 
Ashley Williamson 
Rodney Williamson 

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

Heather Reid and 
Peter Lapham II 

are happy to announce their
engagement and forthcoming 

marriage.
Peter Lapham II, son of the late Peter 
Lapham and Mrs. Diana Lapham of 
Haines, AK and April Lapham of Lake 
Stevens, WA, are excited to announce his 
engagement to Heather Reid, daughter 

of Laura and stepfather Paul Olson of Morton, WA and James and stepmother, 
Danielle Gonzalez of Shelton, WA.  Peter II and Heather share their home with 
Heather’s two children, Kyler (14) and Blaine (10) in Olympia, WA.  Peter II is 
employed at the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife and Heather is 
an Audiology Assistant at ENT Associates.  Their wedding will be held at the Black 
Lake Grange in Olympia, WA on Saturday, November 2, 2013.

By Karen Garcia
Due to survey results and 

test imony at  i ts  March 14 
meeting, the Haines Borough 
Planning Commission is dropping 
discussion of a potential rezone in 
the Chilkat Lake Road area.

Several property owners in the 
Eagle Vista subdivision petitioned 
the commission more than a year 
ago asking the area be rezoned 
to rural residential in response 
to a heliport project proposed by 
Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures (SEABA). The area 
is currently zoned general use.

The rezone push sparked 
disagreement among neighbors, 
prompting the commission to 
conduct a survey to determine the 
feelings of all residents in the area.

“It appears that the area is just 
so divided that I don’t think the 
planning commission is going 
to proceed with any rezoning at 
this time,” commission chair Rob 
Goldberg said in an interview this 
week.

“We don’t want to create any 
more animosity between people 
than what already exists. It’s very 
split, and there don’t seem to be 
too many people in the middle,” 
he added.

Goldberg said the initial 
petition was invalid. “Because the 
neighborhood is so divided on the 
issue, they were having trouble 

getting 51 percent, and they kept 
adjusting their boundaries to try 
to get 51 percent. So their petition 
wasn’t accepted by the borough.”

The rezone process can be 
initiated by a petition signed by 
51 percent of property owners in 
the area.

Goldberg said dissension in the 
neighborhood was not initiated by 
the petition to rezone, but by the 
heliport proposal. Scott Sundberg, 
co-owner of SEABA, attended the 
commission’s March 14 meeting 
and said his company is still 
exploring avenues for building a 
heliport in the area, despite being 
denied a conditional use permit 
for such a project in January 2012.  

“We are still  considering 
heliports out there and we are 
looking at ways to do it and 
move it further away from the 
CCRs (covenants, conditions 
and restrictions) of Eagle Vista, 
because that’s the only thing 
that denied our ability to do it,” 
Sundberg said.

Chi lkat  Lake Road area 
residents opposed to the rezone 
attended the March 14 meeting 
and lobbied the commission to 
drop the rezone issue. No one 
spoke in favor of the rezone, 
although resident Ben Williams 
said he was “still on the fence.”

Chris Brooks, a property 
owner on the opposite side of 

the road from the Eagle Vista 
subdivision, said the commission 
shouldn’t waste any more time 
on the matter, as a rezone would 
only cause more problems than 
solutions.

Chip Strong, who, like Brooks, 
lives across the road from the 
subdivision, said the rezone 
was an attempt to shut down 
development and industry in the 
area, which would ultimately be 
detrimental to the community. 
Maria Paquet said rezoning was 
“a ploy” to deny a heliport and 
prevent business development.

Ady Milos also spoke in 
opposition to the rezone. “I, for 
one, resent this whole can of 
worms being opened up... It’s 
just jeopardizing everybody’s 
freedoms for the whims of a few,” 
she said.

Commissioners Donnie Turner 
and Lee Heinmiller also said they 
did not feel there was a need to 
move forward with a rezone.

 A program set for Friday, 
March 29, is aimed at parents and 
drives home the importance of 
speaking, singing and interacting 
with infants.

 The premiere of “Babies on 
Track” is set for 9:30 a.m. in the 
elementary school gym. 

 Those  who  a t t end  wi l l 
receive DVDs about talking with 
children, free board books and an 
opportunity to register for “The 
Imagination Library,” a program 
sponsored by Dolly Parton that 
sends one book each month to 
children from birth through age 5.

 “Babies on Track” is sponsored 
by the local Parents As Teachers 
program as well  as by the 
Children’s Reading Foundation 
of Haines and Best Beginnings, 
a statewide organization aimed 
at preparing Alaskan children for 
school. 

 The reading foundation, which 
formed in September 2011, also 
is behind “Sing Out Strong,” 
a locally-produced program of 
songs for children to sing with 
adults.

 “We are producing 26, five-
minute radio segments to air on 
(local public radio station) KHNS. 
In return for funding the studio 
time production, Best Beginnings 
asked that they be able to post the 
audio and lyrics on their website,” 
said reading foundation executive 
director Jeanne Kitayama.

 Partnering with groups that 
have similar goals has been a 
focus of the foundation, which 

promotes literacy with a focus on 
children ages newborn to 5.

 Members of the foundation’s 
board include representatives of 
Parents As Teachers, REACH’s 
Infan t  Learn ing  Program, 
Chilkat Valley Preschool, Haines 
HeadStart, and the school district’s 
homeschool program.

 Despite studies showing 
the long-term benefits of early 
childhood education or “front-
loading,” comparatively less 
money is spent on preschool 
education than in later years, 
K i t a y a m a  s a i d . “ B r a i n 
development is strongest in the 
first four years of life, but funding 
is the opposite.”

 The foundation’s mission 
includes encouraging families to 
raise readers, supporting school 
district efforts to get students 
reading at grade level by third 
grade and enlisting the community 
to help young readers succeed.

 Its goals are to foster language 
enrichment, pre-reading skills and 
a love of books among young 
children in the Chilkat Valley.

Program highlights
early reading issue

Pioneer Bar 

 OPEN
Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon 

7a - 2p, 5p - 8p
Closed Tues Wed Thurs

BAMBOO ROOM 
Restaurant

OPEN 
every evening 

@ 5 p.m.
starting Friday 

March 22

SUNDAY SERENITY -- Alissa Henry, towing her infant daughter Makayla, skis along the Klehini 
River last weekend. A four-mile Nordic ski track was set in a loop there. Haines cross-country skiers 
will be among participants at the Buckwheat Ski Classic Saturday at Log Cabin, B.C. Jane Pascoe 
photo. 

Caroline’s Closet 
& Blakes Corner Store

Thursday 21st - Saturday 23rd 8:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 24th 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Monday - Wednesday 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 28th - Saturday 30th 2 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 31th Noon - 7 p.m.
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Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through April 30

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.wingsofalaska.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  7:00  am 7:15 am Mon - Fri
 8:40 am  11:30 am Daily
 2:15 pm 2:30 pm Daily
  3:05 pm      6:30 pm Mon - Fri
 5:30 pm 5:45 pm Daily  

   7:30 am 11:20 am Mon - Fri
 8:15 am 8:30 am Daily 
11:45 am  2:05 pm Daily
 2:40 pm 2:55 pm Daily 
  5:55 pm  6:10 pm Daily
  6:45 pm  7:00 pm Mon - Fri
 

  7:00 am  8:15 am Mon - Fri
   8:40 am  9:15 am Daily
 11:55 am 12:30 pm Daily
   3:05  pm    3:40 pm Daily
   6:20  pm     6:55 pm     Daily

 7:00 am 8:30am Daily
 10:45 am   11:20 am Daily
 1:30 pm 2:05 pm Daily
 4:45 pm 5:20 pm Daily
 5:45 pm     7:00 pm Mon - Fri

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets 
for a FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines 766-3800 • 800-354-2479

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau
8:10 a.m.
11:40 a.m.
2:20 p.m.
3:25 p.m.

6:55 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
1:25 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

Online booking at: http://www.airexcursions.com
Be sure to visit us

at our NEW Juneau counter

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  
Business Freight Delivery and Pick-up

NEW NEW

We are proud supporters of the Haines community

CIA eyes buying preschool building    

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 21 1:00 pm No SKG
Fri 22 11:30 pm 12:30 pm
Sun 24 11:30 pm 12:30 pm
Mon 25 1:15 pm 2:45 pm
Wed 27 11:30 pm 12:30 pm
Thur 28 11:45 am No SKG
Fri 29 11:30 am 12:30 am
Sun 31 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 1 12:15 pm 2:15 pm
Wed 3 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 4 1:00 pm No SKG
Fri 5 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sat 6 10:30 am 11:00 am
Sun 7 11:30 am 12:30 am
Mon 8 2:15 pm 4:00 pm

 
 

Thur 21 No SKG 3:00 pm
Fri 22 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 24 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 25 7:45 pm 9:15 pm
Wed 27 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 28 No SKG 1:45 pm
Fri 29 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 31 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 1 7:15 pm 9:15 pm
Wed 3 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 4 No SKG 3:00 
Fri 5 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sat 6 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sun 7 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 8 9:00 pm 10:45 pm

 Organizers of the 21st annual 
Kluane-Chilkat International 
Bike Relay say riders and teams 
wanting to participate in this 
year’s event should register soon.

 Registration opened on Friday 
and by Monday, 83 teams and 
more than 260 riders had signed 
up. 

The event caps total riders 
at 1,200 and limits to 95 the 
number of 8-person teams that can 
participate. The 150-mile relay 
begins in Haines Junction, Y.T., 
and ends at Fort Seward.

Teams include solo riders and 
2-, 4- and 8-person squads of men, 
women or mixed men and women.

Because race registration filled 
up fast last year, excluding some 
would-be riders, teams appear 
to be jumping in even sooner 
this year, said local organizer 
Chip Lende.  “I can see it filling 
up before the early registration 
deadline (April 26),” Lende said.

Registration officially closes 
June 15, but Lende and other 
organizers say they expect it to fill 
up long before that. Some riders 
left out last year attempted to “buy 
out” other teams. 

Participants who want to 
purchase a souvenir T-shirt or 
long-sleeve “tech” shirt must 
register by April 26. Haines artist 
Elizabeth Jurgeleit created the 
2013 T-shirt design.  Registration 
for an eight-person team costs 
$462 before April 26 and $588 
after that date. 

To regis ter  or  for  more 
information, visit the website at 
www.kcibr.org. 

Dusty Trails
Apartments

270 2nd Ave. South, Haines, AK
Call 907-766-2329

· Rent subsidized by
   USDA Rural Development
· Rent Based on Income
   for Eligible Households

· 1,2 & 3 bedrooms · Carpet · Storage Area
· Appliances · On-Site Laundry Facility

· Off-Street Parking
Hearing Impaired

1-800-253-4091

Kluane
bike relay
filling up

The Chilkoot Indian Association 
(CIA) is looking into buying 
the Haines Borough’s Human 
Resources building,  which 
currently houses the Chilkat 
Valley Preschool.

CIA tribal administrator Dave 
Berry said the tribe has kicked 
around the idea of buying the 
building for ages because of its 
connection to early education in 
the Native community.

 	“It’s of sentimental value to 
this tribe... That’s the school the 
natives were allowed to go to. 
They weren’t allowed to associate 
with non-Native children,” Berry 
said of the building, which served 
as a segregated school in the early 
1900s.

 	Berry said he has assured 

representatives from the preschool 
– the building’s current tenants – 
that the sale would not disrupt 
their activities.

 	“If we bought that building, I’m 
telling you for sure the preschool 
is there for as long as they want to 
be there. Education is extremely 
important to our people and we 
wouldn’t do anything to disrupt 
the education of any child,” Berry 
said.

 	CIA would not charge the 
preschool rent, as is the current 
arrangement under borough 
ownership of the building, Berry 
said.

 	Manager Mark Earnest said the 
borough is interested in selling the 
building because it already has 
more facilities on its hands than 

it can adequately manage.
 	“We have enough old buildings 

that really need to be either 
renovated or replaced, and so if 
this could be one building we 
could take off our inventory, it 
would allow us to really focus on 
some of the other buildings that 
we have,” Earnest said.

 	CIA would also have access to 
federal and historic preservation 
funds not available to the borough 
that it could use to upgrade or 
restore the building, Earnest said. 
Berry has indicated the CIA’s 

desire to have the building put on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places.

 	Earnest, Berry and several other 
borough and CIA representatives 
will sit down to begin negotiations 
in the near future, Earnest said.

The current total assessed value 
of the property is $169,500. The 
land is valued at $86,000 and the 
building at $83,500, said assistant 
assessor Dean Olsen.

 	The building has also served 
as a clinic and morgue over the 
years. 

POETRY FOR DESSERT -- Haines author Kevin Reeves reads selections of original poetry to a crowd at the March 14 fundraiser 
luncheon for the Haines Senior Center, Inc. The event included a meal prepared by chef Adam Richard and music by Burl Sheldon and 
Dave Nanney. Mardell Gunn, who hosted the event, said that in 12 years, senior citizens would comprise one-third of the community’s 
total population. Tom Morphet photo.

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH
766-3510
www.hainesrealestate.com

Lots of Land Available NOW!
 

    21.81 Acres
    12.075 Acres
    9.38 Acres 
    1 Acre
    2 Acre

Portion Haines Hwy                 
Lot 2 Highland Estates           
Lot 3 Highland Estates                
18 Mile  
18 Mile

$190,800
$414,500
$422,100 
$34,500
$49,500

Vast Supply of Vacant Land at Assessed Value - Terms 

Haines residents can try their 
hand at building a robot March 
28 at the library.

Seattle’s Museum of Flight will 
provide the “Robot Garage” class 
through teleconference. From 2 
to 2:45 p.m., students will learn 
about the history of robotics, 
robotics terminology, and how 
robots are used in various fields 
and environments.

Students will then be issued a 
challenge to construct their own 
robotic rover from a provided kit. 
The rover will be able to drive in 

all directions and pick up objects.
Reba Heaton, assistant director 

at the library, said she chose the 
“Robot Garage” class, paid for 
through the Alaska Online with 
Libraries program, because she 
thought it would appeal more to 
men. “Women seem to have an 
easier time finding things that 
interest them at the library. We 
can’t do a whole lot of hands-
on things, the stuff that tends to 
interest men,” Heaton said.

Heaton said the library will be 
receiving 35 kits. The class is free. 

Class offers a chance
to build, learn of robots
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YUM -- From left, Elliott Wilde, Josh Stearns and Daytan Long 
celebrate their success making pretzels at Haines High School last 
week. The school holds informal courses during “mini-week” that 
coincides with the regional basketball tournament, when much of 
the student body is away. Matt Davis photo.

‘Corrective action’ for Lowe

  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm

Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile          Roadhouse

Providing Better Hearing Through Professional Care
THE HEARING CENTER · JUNEAU

at the Captain’s Choice
Monday to Wednesday

April 1 - 3

Alaska	Law	permits	a	hearing	aid	dealer	who	is	not	a	licensed	physician	or	a	licensed	
audiologist	to	test	hearing	only	for	the	purpose	of	selling	or	leasing	hearing	aids.	The	
tests	given	by	a	hearing	aid	dealer	are	not	to	be	used	to	diagnose	the	cause	of	a	hear-
ing	impairment.

HEARING TEST / HEARING AIDS
SERVICE & BATTERIES

For Appointment
CALL: 1-800-770-2359 Ken Klepinger, BC-HIS

16YRS 
SERVING 
HAINES

Language, behavior concerns assembly

Haines Port and Harbor Trash and Recycling
Over the calendar year 2012 the Haines Harbor Department has spent $35,484.79 
on trash for the Portage Cove Small Boat Harbor. In an effort to avoid charging 
a surcharge on trash at the Harbor and to encourage recycling, the Harbor will 
engage in a single stream recycling program. We would ask that all harbor users 
take advantage of this opportunity so we can cut costs and help our environment. 
The single stream recycling program will accept clean and dry paper and card-
board, newsprint, magazines, cereal boxes, tissues boxes, offi ce paper, junk mail, 
envelopes, gift wrap and corrugated cardboard. In addition, the same dumpster 
will accept aluminum cans, tin cans, clean foil, bimetal cans, bottles, jars, plastic 
beverage containers, milk jugs, shampoo bottles, food storage containers, clean-
ing product bottles, glass jars and bottles.

If the Haines Harbors can keep these recyclable waste streams from our other 
trash dumpsters it will signifi cantly reduce our costs and may avoid a surcharge to 
harbor bills for garbage. Please help us to help keep the harbors clean and your 
bills low. Thank you,

Haines Harbor Department

STUMP COMPANYThe

you	do

the	ma
th

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord	Split	&	Delivered	
$650/5-cord	load	of	logs	delivered	(green)

grievance procedure in the union 
contract does not apply, and that 
is when the grievance procedure 
outlined in borough code kicks 
in. Earnest said he needed to 
look into the validity of Brice’s 
assessment.

Instead of moving the process 
along, Earnest and the assembly 
are shirking responsibility for 
dealing with the complaint, Brice 
said. “I think everybody is kind of 
sitting around pointing fingers at 
each other and nobody is doing 
anything,” he said.

 	E a r n e s t  c o n d u c t e d  a n 
investigation into the complaint in 
February that included interviews 
with four police officers and two 
dispatchers, but has not shared 
the details of those interviews 
with the assembly. The police 
chief works at the pleasure of the 
assembly but is supervised by the 
manager.

Because the complaint wasn’t 
only about a specific incident but 
also cited ongoing problems and 
past incidents in the department 
involving multiple staff members, 
Brice also interviewed several 
officers and dispatchers.

Accord ing  to  Br ice ,  a l l 
of the alleged incidents and 
behaviors were corroborated by 
the other employees during his 
investigation. “The things that 
(the employee) has alleged did 
occur,” Brice said.

In an effort to move the 
grievance procedure forward, the 
complainant submitted a copy 
of the complaint to clerk Julie 
Cozzi early Tuesday. According 
to code, Cozzi is required to 
provide receipt of the complaint, 
in writing, within three days.

Cozzi  sa id  Tuesday she 

forwarded the complaint to 
Earnest, who forwarded it to 
bo rough  a t t o rney  Brooks 
Chandler. “(The complainant) will 
get a response from me, but I’m 
getting advice first,” Cozzi said.

According to code, the clerk 
is required to set a date for the 
grievance hearing no more than 
10 days after the grievance is 
reported to the manager. 

Cozzi said she doesn’t know if 
she can even follow code at this 
point, since the process has been 
so bungled. “This is a different 
situation because it has already 
gone in different directions… 
This has clearly gone every which 
way.”

In recent weeks,  several 
a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  h a v e 
expressed doubt that the assembly 
is supposed to, or is even allowed 
to, be involved in a personnel 
complaint. But borough code 
says: “The assembly, the mayor, 
manager or  any person or 
committee authorized by any of 
them shall have power to inquire 
into the conduct of any office, 
department, agency or officer 
of the borough and to make 
investigations as to borough 
affairs and for that purpose may 
order the appearance of witnesses, 
administer oaths, and compel the 
production of books, papers and 
other evidence.”

Scott acknowledged that section 
of code could allow for assembly 
involvement. “Ordinarily I would 
say the assembly cannot get 
involved in personnel matters, but 
there is that section of the code,” 
she said.

 During a personnel committee 
Wednesday, Scott read the section 
of code aloud to assembly 

members Joanne Waterman, 
Debra Schnabel, Norm Smith 
and Steve Vick. Waterman agreed 
the assembly can get involved, but 
said the code does not identify 
how to go about doing so. “I agree 
we have the right to, but how do 
we?” she said.

 “I agree wholeheartedly that 
it would be nice to have some 
guidelines on what to do. I felt 
there was a lot of stumbling 
around; people wanted something, 
but they didn’t know quite how 
to get there. I would like it to be 
easier for us to do that,” Waterman 
said.

 Schnabel said the fundamental 
flaw of the system is that Lowe 
is supervised by Earnest, but the 
authority to hire and fire lies with 
the assembly. “We don’t know 
what nature that supervision takes, 
unless the manager wants to tell 
us,” Schnabel said.

Smith said he doesn’t think the  
power structure is the problem. 
“I think it would work if we had 
all the information, but we don’t 
have all the information,” he said.

The Haines Borough Assembly 
directed the manager during a 
March 12 special meeting to 
“apply corrective action” to 
address the assembly’s concerns 
about police chief Gary Lowe’s 
behavior during a March 5 
assembly meeting.

“Appropriate public comments 
in  deal ing with  personnel 
matters” and “appreciation for a 
respectful relationship between 
law enforcement and the media” 
were the two specific concerns.

The motion passed 4-2, with 
assembly  members  Debra 
Schnabel, Joanne Waterman, 
Jerry Lapp and Steve Vick in 
favor. Members Dave Berry and 
Norm Smith opposed. Berry and 
Smith did not attend the March 5 
meeting.

Lowe at the March 5 meeting 
spoke publicly and in detail about 
a personnel issue at the police 
department that has resulted in 
a formal complaint against him. 
He also said CVN editor Tom 
Morphet personally threatened 
him, and that because of a 
dispute over access to police logs, 

Morphet was going to smear him 
in the newspaper.

Waterman said she felt Lowe’s 
response on March 5 was 
inappropriate and that she has 
higher expectations of his role as 
chief of police. “I was taken aback 
by the words that he used.... There 
was an emotional side to it that I 
felt didn’t meet the professional 
standard of the job. Not only as 
chief of police, but as an officer 
of the borough,” she said.

A police chief should be able 
to remain strong, calm and 
authoritative in a stressful or tense 
situation and emerge with a clear 
head and rational assessment of 
what happened, Waterman said.

Schnabel  sa id  her  main 
concern was Lowe’s belief that 
the newspaper, by reporting 
on developments in the police 
department, was deliberately 
trying to disgrace or discredit 
Lowe in some way. 

“If that is in fact his position 
right now, I think that needs to 
be addressed, because I don’t 
think that we can go forward 
with working in the community 

if we have the attitude that any 
information about the police 
department is vindictive,” she 
said.

About 45 people packed the 
assembly chambers for the 
meeting. More than a dozen 
people voiced their support for 
Lowe and spoke about their 
positive experiences with him, 
but several also said they were 
not aware of what happened at 
the March 5 meeting and lacked 
information about complaints 
against Lowe.

Mayor Stephanie Scott early last 
week said she anticipated a vote 
on terminating Lowe. Comments 
from Lowe’s supporters at the 
meeting included that the chief 
was being “railroaded” and that 
if there are issues with Lowe, he 
should have the opportunity to 
address them.

The special meeting was 
called by Waterman, Lapp and 
Schnabel. The assembly meets 
March 26, to consider manager 
Mark Earnest’s performance 
evaluation of Lowe alongside 
an “improvement plan” for the 
department compiled by Lowe.

Three Haines residents traveled 
to Juneau last weekend to fight 
in the championship match of 
Alaska Beat Down, a Juneau-
based fighting league.

Jaret Grant, Michael T. Ward 
and Bradley Wilson participated in 
the March 15 sold out competition 
at Centennial Hall, which featured 
about 10 matches. Ward competed 
in boxing, Wilson in dirty boxing 
and Grant in mixed martial arts 
(MMA). Ward and Grant won 
their bouts, while Wilson fell to 
his opponent.

Grant sparred with Charlie 
Gallant and triumphed for his 
first official win. Grant said that 
although he has always been into 
wrestling, there is no structured 
way for him to pursue it. MMA 
gives him an outlet to continue in 
that vein of wrestling, Grant said.

Though he returned with several 
bruises and scrapes marring his 
face, Grant said the experience 
only reinforced his desire to 

continue fighting. “It kind of 
hurts, and it sucks for a little 
while. No pain, no gain,” he said.

Grant said he and several others 
are trying to start a local fighting 
league, with the possibility of 
becoming a non-profit. They have 
been training at the Salvation 
Army Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays and in the Chilkat Center 
when they can organize it.

Ward won against  Tyrel 
Kleinsmith. Wilson lost to Perry 
Blair. Participants received $175 
for winning and $100 for losing, 
Grant said. 

Grant said he is intending to 
compete in the next Alaska Beat 
Down competition this summer. 

Mixed martial arts is a sport that 
allows both striking and grappling 
techniques on and off the ground. 
“Basically, anything goes,” Grant 
said. 

Residents compete
in Alaska Beat DownUNION from page 1
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Puppet theater show
set for March 29-30

Free Firestater 
chilkat valley 

news office

Two residents on Kreiss-Tomkins staff

   Harbor Bar  
March Hours  

  Mon. - Sat open at 6 p.m.           
8 Ball Pool Tournament Monday cash Prizes
9 Ball pool tournament Tuesday cash Prizes

World Tavern Poker Wed & Fri. - 7 & 10 p.m.
Karaoke Thursday - 9 p.m.

Saturday March 23 - 9 p.m. No Pants Dance Party
saturday March 30 - 8 p.m. Get your counrty on 

Alaskan Style At the WILD WEST COUNTRY Night 

        Closed for the season

close 9 p.m. (or later)

Buy 
LOCALLY
Feed a Friend.

‘Miss Tess and the Talkbacks’ perform swing and jazz in Haines Sunday.

 	  

 FIREWEED RESTAURANT 
	  

OPENING for DINNER 

 Friday, March 29th 

 

                     April Dinner Hours:   
  Tuesday Ð Saturday   4:30 Ð 9:00 PM 

 

       766-3838     Dine In or Take Out 

Mountain Market
Community Contributions in 2012

Donations
•Haines High School
•SE Alaska State Fair
•Haines Little League
•Haines Chamber of  
    Commerce
•Haines Venturer 
    Scouts
•Sheldon Museum
•Takshanuk Watershed 
    Council

•Jilkaat Kwaan 
    Heritage Center
•HARK
•Haines Dolphins/HDST
•Haines Art Council
•Haines Library
•CVCF
•DDF
•National History Day 
•Hospice of Haines
•KHNS

•Klukwan ANS
•Haines Head Start
•Chilkat River Walk
•SEARHC BHP Klukwan
•American Legion 
    Haines Sportsmen 
    Association
•Well & Fit Community 
    Council
•Chilkat Valley Preschool

What has Costco
done for Haines lately?

LUNCH 11:30-2:30
DINNER 5-8:30

CLOSED TUESDAYS

NO LUNCH ON WEEKENDS

766-2320

 Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins told 
the Sitka Sentinel that two Haines 
residents are among his five-
member staff. 

 In an interview this week, 
Kreiss-Tomkins said Chandler 
Kemp works on an hourly 

Byrne Power’s Reckoning 
Motions Puppet Troupe teams up 
with Parisian puppeteer Paulette 
Caron for performances of “The 
Calliope” March 29-30 at the 
Chilkat Center.

Power, who wrote the show, 
describes it as a Faustian tale of 
free will that deals with weighty 
issues but also has lighter and 
farcical moments. It’s appropriate 
for all ages, he said. “I think it 
would appeal to many people. It’s 
serious and funny. Anyone could 
bring anyone else to it and get 
something out of it.”

The show’s plot revolves 
around a stage organist who 
plays for dancers, managing to 
manipulate them – for a time.

Caron, a graduate of Theatre 
Aux Mains Nues puppet school 
in Paris, will operate most of the 
dancers. She’s here on a month-
long visit. Power met her while 
working on a film documentary 
on puppetry in Europe.

Caron said there’s more to 
operating puppets than meets the 
eye, including a proper technique 
for manipulating them. Also, 
a puppet must be allowed to 
develop its own personality, she 
said. A puppet sees reality from 
its own perspective and part of 
the puppeteers’ job is to figuring 
out that personality, Caron said.

Puppetry in France is different 
than some of the free-form 
creations Power puts together, 
she said, including that “we don’t 
use bones that much.” The head 
of a main character in the play 
is a skull.

 Three performances are 
planned in the Chilkat Center 
basement: 7 p.m. on Friday, 
March 29 and 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 30. Admission is 
$10 and $5 for children ages 10 
and under. For more information, 
call 766-3647.

Though they have never toured 
in small-town – or even big 
city – Alaska, Miss Tess and the 
Talkbacks are more than prepared 
to impress Haines residents with 
their blues, swing and jazz tunes 
7 p.m. March 24 on the Chilkat 
Center stage.

The concert is presented by the 
Haines Arts Council.

New York City-based Miss 
Tess said though she is inspired 
by classic blues and country 
singers like Patsy Cline and Ella 
Fitzgerald, she and her band put a 
contemporary twist on traditional 
sounds.

“It’s not like we’re copying 
what has been done before, but 
there is a timeless feeling about 
(our music). There’s something 
familiar about it to people,” Miss 
Tess said.

The four-piece band includes 
Miss Tess on vocals, an electric 
guitarist, drummer and upright 
bassist. Audiences can expect 
upbeat dance songs and lots of 
solos and improvisation, Miss 
Tess said.

Arts council president Tom 
Heywood said he managed to 
schedule a Haines show for 

the band when he heard it was 
coming to Ketchikan as part of 
a Rasmuson Foundation touring 
grant.

“It’s some of my favorite kind 
of stuff. It’s a retro jazz and early 
rock kind of thing. Good energy, 
lots of great vocals,” Heywood 
said.

The band will also travel to 
Skagway and Juneau before 
heading back down to the Lower 
48. Their latest album, “Sweet 
Talk,” was released in October.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 
for seniors, $5 for students and 
$40 for families.

‘Tess’ on center’s stage Sunday

basis for his office on energy 
policy, specifically working 
with communities on projects, 
including the Gartina Falls hydro 
project that is under development 
in Hoonah. Kemp recently 
identified a grant program that 
will help communities fund 
energy efficiency improvements 
in schools, Kreiss-Tomkins said.

Kemp works for the Alaska 
Center for Energy and Power 
in Fairbanks, a state agency 
dedicated to applied energy 
research and testing focused on 
lowering the cost of energy in 

the state. 
Kreiss-Tomkins also considers 

Eli White of Haines on the staff. 
White, a local high school student, 
isn’t technically an employee but 
is paid from an office account for 
technical support for computer 
work. White works as a special 
projects coordinator on “stray 
policy issues” and has a good 
background for education policy, 
Kreiss-Tomkins said.

Kreiss-Tomkins said he had an 
affinity for White, as he himself 
started into politics at 13. “He’s 
one of the most mature and 
professional people I’ve worked 
with regardless of age. He’s truly 
a remarkable person.”

  

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009
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DA visit
aims at
training

Planners endorse downtown committee

The Thunderbird Motel was demolished; a veterans’ home is planned for the site.

Malia Hayward, Agent
9110 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 7893127

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
Clinical Hypno-therapist

                 303-0010

 

Medicare & Private Insurance

Healing Head Heart 
and Body

    Haines’ reckless commercial 
heli-skiing operators, as well as 
corruption, incompetence and ig-
norance in both the mayor’s offi ce 
and Haines Borough led to another 
deadly accident in which a heli-ski 
guide was killed and two clients 
injured.
    After last year’s avalanche ac-
cident in which a guide and a client 
were killed in a commercial heli-
skiing operation, Alaska Helisking 
company (AH), with support by 
the local government, suppressed 
information and tried to cover up 
what happened. After the most 
recent deadly accident on March 
3, 2013, SEABA heli-skiing com-
pany has been trying to mislead 
the news by carefully avoiding the 
words avalanche and commercial 
heli-skiing.
    Last year’s deadly avalanche 
accident happened because AH 
ignored dangerous conditions 
and the avalanche warnings. With 
regard to the accident on March 
3, 2013, SEABA ignored the local 
avalanche forecast, the guide used 
bad judgment, and the trip was at 
the wrong place at the wrong time. 
There are concerns that SEABA 
was operating out of bounds. 
    After last year’s accident, AH 
failed to submit a detailed accident 
report to Haines Borough within 
the 72 hours as required by permit. 
Now, after the accident on March 
3rd, the Haines Borough clerk is 
stating:  SEABA is not required to 
submit a detailed accident report 
with Haines Borough; such a report 
has to be sent to the state’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). 
    A couple of months ago, DNR 
manager Dave Kelley said that the 
DNR doesn’t have the budget and 
ability to monitor safety. Again, 
the Haines Borough is passing the 
responsibility to another authority. 
The borough signed and stamped 
the operating permits for all com-
mercial heli-skiing operators in 
Haines for 2013. The Haines Bor-
ough posted recently on its website 
new safety standards adopted by 
AH. Why doesn’t the borough re-
quire such standards of SEABA?

MAKE EVERY TRIP A ROUND TRIP
    Alaska Occupational Safety and 
Health (AKOSH) is the authority 
investigating the death of the SEA-
BA heli-guide. AKOSH’s chief of 
enforcement Keith A. Bailey stated 
in email to us: “Natalia, I have an 
offi cer investigating this. I hope 
that there can be standards set that 
can produce safety protocol for 
this industry.” He also explained 
why AKOSH couldn’t investigate 
the death of Rob Liberman, the 
AH heli-guide killed in the 2012 
avalanche, because the heli-skiing 
company did not inform AKOSH 
about the accident in the required 
time of eight hours. AKOSH found 
about it only by reading the news-
papers. At that time, AKOSH sent 
investigators, but the AH facility 
was closed for the season and all 
eyewitnesses were gone. Thus, a 
detailed report and eyewitness 
statements were not submitted. 
AH lawyer reported to AKOSH: 
“Worker at a snow ski resort was 
buried under nearly eight feet of 
snow after an avalanche.” AKOSH 
fi ned AH $750 for failing to report 
their employee’s death. 
    AH has been operating with a 
state business license under “Arts, 
Entertainment and Recreation” 
with primary designation under 
“All Other Amusement and Rec-
reation Industries” which doesn’t 
require a professional business 
license. AH operates from facili-
ties, rents skis, rents air bag packs, 
has a guiding school and stores jet 
fuel. We strongly believe that AH 
has to have a professional business 
license as a ski facility. We also be-
lieve that SEABA has been operat-
ing without the proper professional 
business licenses as well. There is 
a reason for it not to have a profes-
sional permit – nobody wants to be 
monitor.
    All the Haines heli-skiing opera-
tors have to be honest to their visi-
tors and they should state on their 
websites: “We run an unregulated 
business. We have self-imposed 
safety standards. We work in a 
deadly environment where ava-
lanches and snow slabs are more 
likely to occur. There is no safety, 

there is no search and rescue, and, 
if anything goes wrong, it is more 
likely that you will get injured or 
be killed. We don’t have a drug-
screening policy.  Our guides take 
marijuana and Carboxy THC to 
ignore their fears and the danger-
ous conditions to be able to show 
you a good time. We don’t wear 
the latest safety equipment such 
as Air bag pack and AvaLung 
because we believe if our time 
comes, this is a noble death. We 
are part of Hollywood mainstream 
extreme ski movies that glorify the 
death you die for the ride of your 
life. You should ride like this is 
the last day of your life because if 
you die you’re gonna go to a place 
just like this. The leading guides 
in the industry state in the movies: 
There is no room for “should of,” 
“could of,” “I wish I had,” because 
we have the life of the clients in 
our hands. Stuff can happen. We 
like your valuable visitor’s dollars 
and once you sign the release form, 
we are not responsible if you get 
injured or killed. If somebody gets 
killed, you should tell your loved 
ones they should not make a big 
deal, but if they decide to seek jus-
tice, we are the ones bringing busi-
ness to this town, we run the show, 
our lawyers are like bulldogs and 
we have the local governing au-
thorities in our back pockets. You 
are entering the Russian roulette 
of world of extreme; this is our 
Alaskan way.”
    Deep condolences to Cabanilla’s 
loved ones. There is no glory to die 
so young because of the negligence 
of so-called professionals. What is 
left is nothing but extreme grief. 
For a whole year we have been 
trying to prevent such a tragedy 
from happening again, but no one 
from the governing authorities 
would listen. We request again to 
all Alaska authorities and Haines 
residents: Do anything possible in 
your power to make a visitor trip a 
round trip.

Natalia and Alex Dodov

Paid Commentary

A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t 
Attorney Amy Williams 
will travel to Haines March 
27 to discuss training 
for the Haines Borough 
Police Department, mayor 
Stephanie Scott said last 
week.

Williams said the exact 
nature of the training and 
information sessions has not 
yet been decided.

When asked whether 
her training or instruction 
would address driving under 
the influence arrests and 
the legalities surrounding 
breathalyzers and blood 
tests, Williams said “we 
haven’t decided yet.”

Williams said there were 
a number of cases settled 
over the past year involving 
the illegal collection of 
blood samples by Haines 
Borough police officers 
from individuals arrested 
for drunk driving. Many of 
the defendants ultimately 
had their charges reduced 
because  of  the  b lood 
samples’ inadmissibility in 
court.

When asked several 
months ago about the cases, 
Williams would not discuss 
them as several were still 
in the process of being 
settled. In an interview last 
week, Williams said she 
discovered the problem 
while talking with Sgt. 
Simon Ford during her 
preparation for a DUI case.

“ H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e 
situation to me and why 
they were doing it that way, 
and my response was, ‘Stop. 
It’s illegal. Don’t do that 
anymore,’” Williams said.

Wi l l i a m s  s a i d  o n e 
c r i m i n a l  c h a rg e  t h a t 
could potentially apply to 
the officers involved in 
taking the illegal blood 
samples is interference with 
constitutional rights under 
color of law.

“Where a police officer 
is being investigated for 
a criminal charge, it is 
handled by the troopers 
or the Alaska Bureau of 
Investigations,” Williams 
said. 

 The Haines Borough Planning 
Commission voted unanimously 
last week that the Downtown 
Revitalization Committee should 
become an ad hoc committee that 
acts as an advisory group to the 
commission. 

C o m m i s s i o n  c h a i r  R o b 
Goldberg said the mayor would 
appoint  seven members to 
the committee,  including one 
planning commission member, 
one Haines Chamber of Commerce 
member, a representative of the 
Chilkoot Indian Association, one 
downtown resident and three 
downtown business owners.

Mayor Stephanie Scott said she 
put the matter on the commission’s 
agenda following conversations 
with revitalization committee 
chair Lenise Henderson Fontenot 
and commission chair Rob 
Goldberg.

Henderson Fontenot told the 
CVN last month that she would 
call a meeting of the revitalization 
committee to be attended by 

Scott and Earnest, but the plan 
for a meeting apparently changed 
following a series of emails 
between Henderson Fontenot, 
Goldberg and Scott.

Henderson Fontenot said this 
week she couldn’t remember 
what she said in the exchange or 
who initiated it. “The end result is 
it’s out of my hands and into the 
mayor’s hands right now.”

“Lenise thought (the committee) 
would work better if it had some 
kind of structure,” Scott recalled. 
“I asked the planning commission 
to allow the borough to appoint a 
committee that would answer to it. 
It’s really a planning commission 
discussion to bring that together.”

The revitalization committee in 
June voted to seek to come under 
the borough’s wing.

As an ad hoc committee under 
the planning commission, the 
downtown group would have 
a formalized voting procedure, 
clear lines of authority and record-
keeping, Scott said. It would make 

recommendations to the planning 
committee.

“The idea in my mind is 
that ideas that emerge need to 
be thoroughly examined and 
discussed. I’m looking for a 
place for those discussions to take 
place,” Scott said. “The problem 
is the (previous) group had no way 
of coming to a decision because 
they had no structure.”

Placing the group under the 
planning commission “assumes” 
a level of staff support from the 
borough, Scott said. 

The revitalization committee 
was formed in January 2011 as 
the borough’s follow-up to its 
$40,000 downtown revitalization 
plan, completed in 2010.

Earnest appointed Henderson 
Fontenot to gather a group that 
would pursue implementing 
recommendations of the plan. 
MRV Architects, the Juneau 
firm that wrote the plan, in April 
2010 identified eight immediate 
priorities for a revitalization 

effort, including:
 1) Formalizing a downtown 

improvement district and hiring a 
half-time staff person; 2) Working 
with the state Department of 
Transpor ta t ion  on  funded 
improvements and start ing 
discussion of future Main Street 
improvements; 3) Dedicating a 
local revenue source to get started; 
4) Upgrading signage into town; 5) 
Starting a building improvement 
grant program; 6) Establishing a 
buy-local campaign, 7) Starting 
a downtown assistance program, 
and 8) Seeking funding for 
streetscape infrastructure.

 Some of the items on the 
priority list were pursued. The 
Haines Chamber of Commerce, 
wh ich  was  ac t ive  on  the 
committee, launched a shop-
at-home effort in 2011 and the 
Haines Borough spent $80,000 
or more improving signage in 
the downtown core. The group 
also identified the geographic 
boundaries of an area to revitalize.
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Just Arrived!
Nike Dri-Fit Jackets, Pants and a wide variety of shirts and  pullover & zip 

hoodies. Great colors and sizes to choose from. 

    Winchester Brand Slippers Mens and Womens 24.99
    Alaskan Brewing T-shirts and hoodies     20% off
    All Alaska Summit Jackets       20% off

Lots of New stuff arriving weekly

Haines Quick Shop
For all your snacks and drinks

for a great day in Haines Alaska

Outfi tter Liquor

Open 8 am ‘til 6 pm Sun- Mon

766-3221

Columbia Crest Chardonnay 750ml 8.49
Casarsa Cab-Sav 1.5L  10.49
Badger MTN. Organic Red or White wine 24.99
Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum 750ml 24.75
New Armstrong Gin 1L 18.75
Malson 16 6p bottle 7.99
Rolling Rock 12pk Bottle 15.99

& Mikes bikes and boards

Bob Holmstrand

 Robert “Bob” Holmstrand died 
Feb. 27. He was 89. 

F i s h e r m e n  r e m e m b e r 
Holmstrand as owner and captain 
of the salmon tenders Southland 
and Frigidland during the 1970s 
and 1980s.

 Fisherman Karl Johnson of 
Haines said Holmstrand spent 
much of the gillnet season in 
local waters. Holmstrand and wife 
Ann were regulars at the annual 
Fisherman’s Ball in Haines. 

Holmstrand was born in San 
Rafael, Calif., on Aug. 29, 1923 
to Swedish immigrants Victor and 
Karin Holmstrand. He served in 
the U.S. Navy during World War 
II. After the war he worked as a 
salesman and real estate agent, 
living in Homer and Seward as a 
commercial fisherman.

 He was preceded in death by 
his parents and brother, Eugene 
“Gene” Holmstrand. He is 
survived by his wife of 41 years, 
Ann; children Dave Johnson of 
Bainbridge Island, Wash., Connie 
Ketter of Randsburg, Calif., Russ 
Smoot of Spokane, Wash. and 
Chuck Swatek of Snellville, Ga., 
seven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy. 	Call	(907)789-0555
	Fax	(907)789-8460
2103	N.	Jordan	Ave
	Juneau,	AK	99801

Holmstrand
operated
tender here

for some time” because of the 
discrepancy.

Canary’s first step was to gather 
sales information from the past 
three years to determine how 
much properties in Haines have 
been selling for. As Alaska is a 
nondisclosure state, sellers are not 
required to release the results of a 
sale. Of the 236 sales in the past 
three years, 126 had confirmed 
sale prices.

Canary then analyzed each 
confirmed sale, occasionally 
making site visits and asking 
owners questions if additional 
information was required. Factors 
taken into account were raw land 
values by location, density, upland 
versus waterfront location, view, 
topography, site development and 
other characteristics. That data 
was then extrapolated out and 
applied to similar areas.

Developed properties with a 
driveway, site pad, water, sewer, 
electricity and a telephone had 
an additional $20,000 tacked 
on to the assessment. However, 
some houses – which would 
qualify something as a “developed 
property” – don’t have those 
amenities.

“I think he made an assumption 
based on ‘normal’ patterns of 
living. He assumed if you had a 
house, you had all those amenities. 
But that’s just one way (Haines) 
is different from other places,” 
Scott said.

“It seems like there was a 
formulaic approach to these 
assessments that maybe just 
doesn’t work for an isolated 
community,” she added.

After Canary’s assessment, the 
borough’s sales ratio increased 
from 85 percent to 98 percent, 

putting it within the range of 
acceptability in the eyes of the 
state.

“I understand as a tax payer 
this increase is hard to swallow, 
but my job as the assessor is to 
assess each and every property at 
full and true value as of January 
1, 2013,” Canary wrote in a letter 

to Scott and the assembly.
Assistant assessor Olsen said 

bringing properties up to fair 
market value in Haines has lagged 
because of turnover in assessors, 
limited staff, and insufficient 
equipment.

“One of the problems we have 
is that we don’t have a Computer-
Assisted Mass Assessment 
(CAMA) system like other 
municipalities have. They have 
a CAMA system and a staff that 
allows them to do reviews of the 
properties in a relatively timely 
matter in terms of doing site 
assessments of all the properties,” 
Olsen said.

Though property owners 
and borough personnel alike 
have been questioning Canary’s 
methodology, state assessor Steve 
Van Sant defended Canary’s 
approach.

“The assessor is the keeper and 
analyst of the data that is used to 
estimate values.  No one else has 
the data and understands it like 
the assessor; therefore he/she 
should be the one to determine 
which method, at his disposal, 
would provide the best indicator 
of value. Obviously, some will 
disagree with his value estimates,” 
Van Sant said.

Property owners concerned 
with their assessments can submit 
an appeal. The deadline is April 
15.

“The appeal period will assist 
(Canary) in pinpointing any 
mistakes he has made or wrong 
assumptions he may have relied 
upon. It will also help in correcting 
data, such as topographical, 
access, view, wetlands and other 
issues he may not have been 
aware of,” Van Sant said.

Property owners can appeal 
if they feel their property is 
valued in excess of fair market 
va lue ,  unequal  to  s imi la r 
properties, valued incorrectly or 
is undervalued.

Just because assessments 
increased does not necessarily 
mean  t axes  wi l l  i nc rease 
proportionally, chief fiscal officer 
Jila Stuart said this week.  

“Property owners need to 
understand that just because their 
assessments may have gone up 
doesn’t mean their taxes will 
necessarily go up proportionally. 
The mill rate will be set as part of 
the budget process. I’m hoping 
that because the valuations have 
increased we will be able to 
decrease the mill rate, but that is 
a decision that will be made by the 
assembly,” Stuart said.

Residents are encouraged 
to attend the budget meetings 
through April and May.

Stuart  also clarified that 
while some property owners 
saw an exorbitant increase in 
their assessments, some also saw 
decreases. In the townsite, values 
increased overall by 14 percent.

  “Keep in mind increases are 
not uniform. Twenty-four percent 
of the values in the townsite 
actually decreased, and 51 percent 
of the values in the townsite either 
decreased or remained within 10 
percent of the 2012 values,” Stuart 
said.

If appeals are not resolved 
between the property owner 
and assessor to the property 
owner’s satisfaction, he or she 
can take the appeal to the Board of 
Equalization on April 29 at 6 p.m.

 The recent hike in land 
valuations by the Haines 
Borough may be bad news for 
a family of beavers living by 
the Klehini River at 27 Mile.

  About six years ago, the 
beavers moved onto a 3.85-
acre lot owned by resident 
Dave Pahl, turning it into 
a pond. Pahl wasn’t too 
concerned, as he’d about given 
up on the property. He bought 
the lot in the early 1990s, when 
he wanted to invest in land but 
didn’t have much money.

 “I told the realtor to let me 
know if they had any ‘problem’ 
properties. That was probably 
the biggest mistake I could 
have made. Now I’m paying 
for it, and it’s escalating,” Pahl 
said this week.

The lot Pahl bought was 
from the i l l-fated North 
Klehini Subdivision, where 
the State of Alaska in the late 
1970s planned to create five 
lots, each at about four acres. 
According to Pahl, three of the 
lots were claimed by the river 
before the subdivision went 
to market. The fourth is about 

two-thirds underwater. He 
bought the fifth.

His lot was too close to 
the river for a permanent 
home, but Pahl thought 
he’d build a small, walk-
in cabin on pilings. Things 
got worse with the Haines 
Highway expansion, which 
created a steep embankment, 
complicating access, and 
eliminated a roadside parking 
spot, he said.

 Pahl paid $9,000 for the lot 
and the borough’s assessment 
of it went as high as $17,000 
before he challenged it, 
showing borough officials 
two years ago that the lot was 
under up to six feet of water. 
His assessment was reduced 
to $2,500. But under the most 
recent valuations, it’s up to 
$38,600.

  If he’s taxed at that value, 
Pahl said, he’ll have to develop 
the property. “I was going to 
live with the (embankment) 
and the beavers, too, but now 
I can’t afford it. You’ll see 
me driving around in a new 
beaver hat, probably.” 

Bad news for beavers?

Locally.
Shop, Advertise
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Domestic Violence 
Prevention Initiative 

Jackie Mazeikas,  DV Educator 
766-6382

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

 “ O God! Unite 
us and connect 
our hearts with 
Thy indissolu-

ble bond.”
~Baha’u’llah

Chilkat Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

“From the border to the bay...”

 “Whatever you do, work at it 
   with all your heart.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Colossians 3:23a

Police report

Sponsored, 
in part by

Day Date       High     Low    Rain    Snow Day     Date        High      Low     Rain   Snow
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Soil Temp.

AP&T
Long
distance

1-888-GO-APTLD
46-27853

34  23 T T
24  11 0 0
20  -5 0 0
22  -4 T 0
19  3 .04 0.5
29  2 T T
26  -2 0 0

Mar 12
Mar 13
Mar 14
Mar 15
Mar 16
Mar 17
Mar 18

Mar 12
Mar 13
Mar 14
Mar 15
Mar 16
Mar 17
Mar 18

 26 22 0  1.8
 38 23 .46 2.9
 37 24 0 0
 35 29 0 0
 24 19 0 1.5
 34 24 Tr 4.2
 34 23 Tr 12.0

NA

32  25 .21 2.5
31  15 0 0
25  11 0 0 
24  11 T T
21  12 .02 .3
30  12 0 0
27  10 0 0

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Borough Assembly
 

At 6:30pm, on Tuesday, March 
26, 2013, in the Assembly 
Chambers at the Public Safety 
Building, public hearings are 
scheduled for the following:

Ordinance 13-01-312
(Second Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Sections 2.06.035 and 
2.990.010 to clarify the local 
financial disclosure reporting 
process.

Ordinance 13-01-313
(Second Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough Assembly authoriz-
ing renewal of a lease of the 
Human Resources Building to 
Chilkat Valley Preschool for the 
purpose of providing educa-
tional services.

Ordinance 13-01-314
(Second Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough amending Borough 
Code Title 10, Chapter 10.06 to 
require proof of vehicle insur-
ance and Section 10.50.020 to 
allow for a fine of $500.

Ordinance 13-01-315
(Second Public Hearing)
An Ordinance of the Haines 
Borough Amending Borough 
Code Title 14, Section 14.16.160 
to Clarify the Responsibility for 
Negotiated Leases in a Manag-
er Form of Government.

More information is available at 
the Borough Clerk’s Office or on 
the website: www.hainesalaska.
gov.  Oral comments may be 
made at the public hearings or 
you can send written comments 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK  
99827 or jcozzi@haines.ak.us.

 
Posted 3/18/2013

Julie Cozzi, MMC, Clerk
(11b)

Therapeutic Massage
         & Bodywork

Mandy Ramsey, CMP

   Swedish & Thai Massage, Jin Shin, 
   Healing Touch, & Reiki   766-3697

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS
TOTEM POLE 

CARVING PROJECT
Sheldon Museum 

and Cultural Center
Deadline: April 1, 2013

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION:
The Totem Pole Carving Project 
will feature a local Master Wood 
Carver with experience designing 
and carving a traditional totem pole 
during public demonstrations Mon-
day -  Friday (20) hours per week 
mid May to end of September 2013 
and 2014. This two-year project 
will utilize additional carvers who 
will work and train with the Master 
Carver. The final completed totem 
pole will be installed at the Shel-
don Museum and Cultural Center 
September 2014. Total Project 
Expenses not to exceed $15,000.

For Proposal Details Contact:
Jerrie Clark

Sheldon Museum and Cultural 
Center

11 Main St Haines, AK 99827
(907)766-2366

www.sheldonmuseum.org
(11b)

Boost Your 
Health with 

Oriental Medicine

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE
2013 PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENTS

D E A D L I N E  fo r  F I L I N G 
APPEALS: APRIL 15, 2013 
(by 5:00 p.m.)

The Assessor of the Haines 
Borough gives notice that 
the 2013 Real  Proper ty 
Assessment Roll is complete, 
and assessment not ices 
have been mailed. Property 
owners failing to receive their 
assessment notice(s) should 
contact the Borough office 
at 103 3rd Ave. S., or call 
(907)766-2231.

Property owners must advise 
the Assessor of any errors 
or omissions regarding their 
assessed values by contacting 
(907)766-2231, or in writing 
to P.O. Box 1209, Haines, AK 
99827.

Proper ty owners, who do 
not receive satisfaction on 
the assessed values from 
the Assessor, must complete 
a Real Property Tax Appeal 
Form by April 15, 2013. Appeal 
forms are available at the 
Haines Borough office, or 
online at: www.hainesalaska.
gov

Appeals will be scheduled for 
a hearing before the Board of 
Equalization (B.O.E.), in the 
Borough Assembly Chambers, 
at 6:00 p.m., on April 29, 2013.

Published: March 21st and 
March 28th, 2013

history of the ferry system, 
“Alaska’s Marine Highway,” 
airs 8 p.m. Sunday, March 31 on 
360 North. The Alaska Marine 
Highway System is celebrating 
i t s  50 th b i r thday in  2013. 
Filmmakers came to Haines 
last fall to interview residents 
about Steve Homer, considered 
by residents the “father” of the 
ferries. In the early 1950s, Homer 
operated a landing craft between 
Haines, Skagway and Juneau that 
became the model for the state’s 
earliest ferries. Marge Ward, 
Annette Smith ,  and mayor 
Stephanie Scott were among 
those interviewed on film. No 
word yet on whether they made 
the final cut. Alaska’s public 
affairs channel, 360 North can 
be seen on local cable channel 
37, Direct TV channel 3 and on 
the Dish Network at 7040, 70. 
Programs also can be seen online 
at www.360north.org.

Elena Horner  spent  her 
spring break from University of 
Alaska- Southeast in Ashland, 
Ore., visiting brother Marley. 
She also met up with former 
schoolmates Brook Cinocco and 
Chris Bowman.

Monday, March 18
 A woman reported a man hit 
her parked vehicle near 1 Mile 
Lutak Road. Police responded 
and initiated a case.
 A man requested extra patrols 
on Deishu Drive after reporting 
possible theft of fuel from a tank.
 An anonymous caller reported 
a fraudulent phone call soliciting 
funds for “police and public 
service.”
 Police arrested a man for 
assault in the fourth degree 
after a caller reported the man 
being drunk and disorderly in a 
residence on Small Tracts Road.
Sunday, March 17
 A person requested a welfare 
check on a friend whose line 
went dead during a phone 
conversation. Officers checked 
and everything was fine.
 A broken water main on Allen 
Road and Comstock Road was 
shut off until it could be fixed.
 Dispatch helped another 
agency with a registration check.
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
two verbal warnings for failure to 
stop at a stop sign and a warning 
for speeding.
Saturday, March 16
 A caller reported two black 
goats on Small Tracts Road.
 A caller reported a possible 
repeat trespasser on her Mud 
Bay Road proper ty. Police 
checked the area but found 
nothing amiss.
 A Mathias Avenue resident 
repor ted int ruders in  her 
downstairs apartment. An officer 
responded and found no signs of 
intruders.
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
two verbal warnings for failure to 
stop at a stop sign and speeding.
Friday, March 15
 An officer responded to 
Mathias Avenue after a resident 

called dispatch to report noises 
in her downstairs apartment. The 
officer found nothing amiss.
 Dispatch received a call 
reporting a civil dispute between 
family members. All parties were 
referred to the court.
 Dispatch received a call 
from Adult Protective Services 
requesting a welfare check. An 
officer responded and the issue 
was resolved. 
 Troopers were advised of 
a bear causing problems at 
the dump and damaging the 
building.
 A caller reported Union Street 
was extremely slick. 
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for failure to stop 
at a stop sign.
Thursday, March 14
 Officers were advised that a 
caller reported a drunk driver. 
 Troopers were advised of a 
single-vehicle rollover near 32 
Mile Haines Highway. There was 
one occupant, who sustained no 
injuries.
 Four traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for speeding 
and failure to stop at stop signs. 
A citation was issued for not 
having proof of insurance.
Wednesday, March 13
 A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  i c y 
conditions at an intersection of 
Small Tracts Road and Mud Bay 
Road.
 A caller reported a reckless 
driver going 70 mph on Lutak 
Road.
 Police arrested a man in an 
establishment that sells liquor for 
violating conditions of release.
 Two traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for a defective 
taillight and failure to stop at a 
stop sign. 
 Dispatch received 19 medical 
calls and two canine calls. 

DULY from page 2

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

Salvation Army
Store Open 6 days a week 
Mon.  Tue.  Thur.  Fri.  Sat.

Wed.   9 am - 4:30 pm

  Accepting 
Donations  

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

1 - 4:30 pm 

Worship Service
11:15 am Sunday
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Un-Classified Ads
HELP WANTED: Wings is looking 

for part/ full time summer help. 
Call 766-2030 for information 
or come out to the airport to 
pick up an application. (10cb)

HELP WANTED: Exper ienced 
Administrative Coordinator  
needed.  Applicants must 
possess excellent computer 
skills.  Knowledge of MS Excel 
and Word is required and 
experience with database 
and accounting programs is 
helpful.  The ideal candidate 
will be friendly and outgoing 
with strong organizational 
skills and familiarity with the 
tour ism/guiding industry.  
To apply, please fill out an 
application at www.raftalaska.
com or submit a resume to 
raftalaska@chilkatguides.
com. (10,11,12b)

HELP WANTED:  Par t-t ime 
bicycle guide in Haines for 
the 2013 season. You need to 
be 23 years or older. This job 
requires public speaking and 
a positive, outgoing, friendly 
attitude. Basic knowledge of 
bike mechanics is helpful. 
Guides must be able to drive a 
tour van and pull a trailer. Call 
766-2869 for more information 
or go to the employment page 
on www.cyclealaska.com

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb) 

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month.767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale.
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311.

Any person that has used 
Viking Cove for recreation or 
subsistence during the last 
40 years please contact Fred 
Einspruch, Box 56, Haines, AK 
99827. (7c)

Sockeye Cycle is looking for 
housing for their seasonal 
mechanic.  If you have a room 
for rent or are looking for a 
roommate to share a house 
or apartment, please contact 
Becky at 766-2869. (11c)

Haines Friends of Recycling is 
seeking a Recycling Field 
Assistant.  Must be reliable, 
able to lift 40 pounds, have 
a valid AK driver’s license, 
operate power equipment 
and forklift, work outside 
during the summer, and work 
independently under board 
direction.  Summer, part-time 
position, approximately 10 
hours per week. $12/hour.  
Send letter of interest to POB 
822, Haines or call 766-2185 
for more information. (11b)

 Free 2008 Honda CBR1000RR. 
Wonderful bike. Runs Perfectly. 
I hate that  I have to part with it 
but it’s time for me to do other 
things. Oil has been changed 
Regularly. Paint is in excellent 
condition. Very few mods done 
to it. I just gave it a K and N 
Air Filter and Oil Filter, and 
moved the license plate farther 
under the back seat email 
pakerjackie@yahoo.com if 
interested.

     (11,12,13,14 b)
P E R S O N A L  A S S I S TA N T 

WANTED: I am looking for a 
responsible personal assistant. 
Position is flexible, so students 
can apply. Computer literacy is 
a plus. douglas.kelvin@gmail.
com  (11,12,13,14 b)

Clean the Closets and Gather the 
Goods! The annual Hospice of 
Haines spectacular rummage 
sale is set for April 27 & 28. 
Drop off your sellable items all 
day on Friday the 26th. Watch 
for our upcoming ads and 
posters. (11,12,13b)

WHAT A DEAL! You can own a 
$32,000 lot at 25 mile for only 
$105,000! Act now before 
the Borough jacks up the 
assessment (again). Contact 
John Shaw today. (11)

CVN is seeking an operating copy 
machine for making black and 
white copies. Funky is okay. 
766-2688  (11)

Health Educator I 
Haines/Klukwan, .5 FTE and 
benefited. Salary $18.64/hour on 
up, DOE. This position works as 
a member of the SEARHC health 
promotion / diabetes team to plan, 
implement and evaluate health 
education strategies, interventions 
and programs. These services 
are provided to individuals, small 
groups, and communities in the 
SEARHC region as part of the 
Community Health Services 
Division.  See more information 
at www.searhc.org. Apply online 
or download an application and 
submit it to SEARHC Human 
Resources, 222 Tongass Drive, 
Sitka, AK 99835. Phone 907-
966-8311. Fax 907-966-8404. 
Preference given to Alaskan 
Natives/American Indians who 
meet the baseline requirements. 
Visit us and apply. 
(51cb)

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY






 










Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

Surf Fisheries Supply
In StockApril 1st

US Coast Guard 
Approved

Mustang Survival 
Inflatable Work Vest

Stormin Norman

723-4848

Getting gifts of soap? Friends 
offering showers? Take the 
hint! Schmidts all natural 
deodorant for men and women 
are at Buckshot & Bobby Pins.  
Fragrance free, Cedar-Juniper 
or Ylang-Ylang

HAINES BOROUGH
JOB OPENING

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR/
MAINTENANCE WORKER

Accepting applications for a FT, 
YR equipment op./maintenance 
wk.  Responsible for the safe and 
efficient operation of heavy equip. 
& public works maintenance tasks, 
etc. Starting wage is $18.63 & 
union benefits. Job desc., minimum 
qualifications, & application form 
at Haines Borough Admin. Bldg. 
at 103 Third Ave. S., Haines or 
online at www.hainesalaska.gov.  
Deadline is March 25, 2013 or until 
filled.  EOE

NOTICE OF 
POSITION VACANCY:  

The Mosquito Lake School is look-
ing for a part-time custodian.  14 
hrs/wk.  Closes March 27th.  Please 
contact Ashley at 766-6725 for an 
application or more information.
(10,11b) 

AMERICAN BALD EAGLE 
FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 

JOB OPENING FOR
LIVE RAPTOR HANDLER & 

TRAINER 
American Bald Eagle Foundation is 
now accepting applications for the 
position of “Live Raptor Handler.” 
This full-time position requires ex-
perience with small raptors such as 
falcons, hawks, and owls as well as 
larger raptors such as bald eagles. 
The successful applicant will have 
several hundred hours of direct 
care and handling of smaller rap-
tors and at least 200 hours experi-
ence with bald or golden eagles. 
For exceptional applicants who do 
not meet the required 500 hours 
eagle-handling time, the ABEF 
is willing to give additional train-
ing to ensure the handler meets 
USF&WS requirements of 500 
hours eagle handling time. Master 
falconers with an eagle endorse-
ment meet all requirements for 
the position. Pay is dependent on 
experience. For more information 
please contact the American Bald 
Eagle Foundation via any of the 
following methods: E-mail: info@
baldeagles.org Tel: 907-766-3094 
Fax: 907-766-3095 Application at 
www.baldeagles.org.

WINTER HOURS 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew
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HAINES BOROUGH 
2009-2010 REAL PROPERTY FORECLOSURE LIST 

OWNERS NAME TAX ID NO LEGAL DESCRIPTION 2009
TAX

2010
TAX

TOTAL
TAX DUE

PENALTY/COST

/INTEREST

KING, MICHAEL/KIM 3-SKI-0A-1100 SKI HILL SUB -0- 896.07 896.07 See Note Below 

LAMBERTY, MICHAEL/TRACEY 3-SKI-0B-02A0 SKI HILL SUB -0- 677.23 677.23 See Note Below 

MEYERS ESTATE, DOROTHY C-ALL-04-0100 ALLEN SUB 1109.90 1263.37 2373.27 See Note Below 

O’DONNELL, TIMOTHY B-EXN-12-0200 EXCURSION INLET NORTH SUB -0- 598.21 598.21 See Note Below 

PARDEE, EVA B-CKO-34-0100 PORTION OF SEC 34, T28S, R57E -0- 753.73 753.73 See Note Below 

STEFANSKI, JOHN 3-MLR-00-0110 PORTION NE ¼, NW ¼, SEC. 26 -0- 253.73 253.73 See Note Below 

WARD JR., CONNIE/TOM C-PTC-01-0200 PORT CHILKOOT SUB -0- 478.06 478.06 See Note Below 

WILLIAMS, , JR, THOMAS C-TNS-07-3200 123 FRONT STREET HAINES TWNST 328.40 1381.60 1710.00 See Note Below 

NOTE: Plus ten percent (10%) PENALTY, COSTS (including but not limited to court, publication, & attorney fees), & INTEREST at 
twelve percent (12%) per annum from date due until date paid.  For more information call the Borough office at (907) 766-2231 ext. 22. 

This list is available for public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk at 103 3RD Avenue, Haines AK.  A petition for 
JUDGMENT and DECREE OF FORECLOSURE has been filed with the SUPERIOR COURT in Juneau, Alaska.

CARLA from page 1

IGLOO from page 1

However, in the early 1990s, 
just as Earnest was finishing 
her undergraduate degree in 
psychology at the University of 
LaSalle in Bacolod, the main city 
of Negros Island, Vicmico nearly 
collapsed, laying off workers and 
chopping production. Suddenly, 
there was nothing left to go back 
to in Victorias. Earnest felt lucky 
to find work in Bacolod and then 
later in Manila.

Here in Haines, Earnest works 
as a teacher’s aide in the borough 
school. In the kindergarten 
classroom at the end of the day, 
she gets down on her knees one 
afternoon amid a chaos of snow 
pants and lunch boxes, and lets 
the children stroke her long, 
soft black hair. Sandy June-
Degen, who has worked with 
Carla for two years, has found 
that she is most impressed with 
Carla’s ability to be gentle and 
yet bring discipline and a strong 
sense of right and wrong into the 
classroom. 

Her husband, Haines Borough 
Manager Mark Earnest, agrees: 
“One of the things Carla brings 
to the community is her strong 
work ethic and dedication to her 
job at the school. She cares very 
much for the students. Anyone 
who has seen her making sure that 
the students are properly dressed 
for outside recess... and helping 
with classroom assignments 

and activities, knows how much 
Carla cares about the kids. She is 
incredibly patient and gentle, but 
she can be appropriately firm in a 
way the students can understand 
and appreciate.”

Carla says that she puts her 
whole heart into her work at the 
school and she explains that this 
is an important part of the Filipino 
culture. 

“In my culture, we place 
so much value on work.  For 
Filipinos, the job is not just 
earning, it is part of you. I meet 
Filipinos who work three jobs. 
We don’t complain. I have never 
heard of Filipinos living with 
assistance or taking food stamps. 
For us there is a job if you want 
a job, there is no such thing as no 
job. Our value is to work to help 
our families back home.”  

Earnest first met Carla in 2000 
in Manila. They were introduced 
by a colleague who was a relative 
of one of Mark’s Filipino friends 
in Dutch Harbor. Mark was 
immediately taken by her. “What 
drew me to her? Everything 
about her: her personality, values, 
intelligence, wisdom, not to 
mention her amazing sense of 
humor and cooking skills.”

M a r k  w o o e d  h e r  f r o m 
Anchorage, by cell phone and 
email. At first Carla was reluctant 
to join him in Alaska. She had a 
good job working as an assistant 

to the head of a multi-national 
firm. “I didn’t want to get married 
because I thought I might not 
like Alaska, but then I came 
to Anchorage and met a lot of 
Filipinos there and began working 
at the school (as a bilingual tutor). 
So then I thought, ‘It’s not bad 
at all.’”

In Earnest’s lush, tropical 
homeland, the average, year-round 
temperature hovers at 80 degrees. 
Earnest remembers arriving in 
Anchorage from Manila in April 
2001. “When the doors opened, it 
felt like when you open the freezer 
to get out ice cream.”

Driving around Anchorage, 
shortly after her arrival, Carla 
asked Mark why all the dead 
trees hadn’t been cut for firewood. 
Mark patiently explained that the 
trees were hibernating and that 
they would be green again in the 
spring. 

When the first dandelions came 
up in her Anchorage backyard, 
they were the only flowers that 
Carla had seen growing in Alaska. 
Mark had to dissuade her from 
planting them in a fancy pot and 
bringing them inside the house. 
“It was so barren. In my country 
we have flowers blooming all year 
round, so a dandelion seemed like 
the most beautiful flower I had 
ever seen.”

Car la  was  a lso  in i t ia l ly 
hesitant to marry a divorced man 
raising three boys on his own. 
Divorce is not common in the 
conservative Catholic culture 
that dominates the Philippines. 
However, her optimism overcame 
her misgivings.  “I always loved 
‘The Sound of Music’ when I was 
a kid,” she said. “And I thought, 
‘At least it’s not 10 kids.’” Carla’s 
stepsons are grown now, but she 

and Mark have a 10-year-old son 
together, Matthew.

After 10 years in Alaska, Carla 
says she finds it impossible to 
withstand the summer heat of 
the Philippines. “For me, now, 
60 degrees is perfect. Alaska in 
the summertime is perfect. Now, 
it kills me if I go home in the 
summertime, it is too hot.”

Earnest says that she will never 
stop missing the Philippines. 
“Home is where my relatives and 
family are. Even though I live 
here, 50 percent of my heart is 
still there.”

She is thankful for Skype and 
the Internet which allow her 
to keep in close contact with 
her friends and family, in the 
Philippines and all over the world.

When she wrote a description 
of her childhood for the recent 
exhibit at the Sheldon Museum, 
Earnest said that the past came 
rushing back to her.  “I could smell 
the garden, I could feel the grass 
under my feet and then I realized 
that I was crying.  They were good 
tears, though, not sad tears.”  

Carla Earnest is not alone in 
making this transition; according 
to 2010 U.S. Census data, nearly 
20,000 respondents in Alaska, 
or 2.7 percent of the population, 
identified themselves as Filipino. 

Filipinos have also been coming 
to Alaska for generations to work 
in the fishing industry. Carla is 
part of a more recent wave of 
Filipino immigrants to Alaska that 
includes skilled women. 

“More than half of my classmates 
(from an all-girls school) went 
to nursing school,”she said. 
Now they are scattered all over 
the United States. Things are 
changing so fast. It used to be that 

for a woman, if you were married, 
you could not get a job. Your job 
had to be at home taking care of 
your kids.”  

The Philippine government 
in 2011 estimated that nearly 
10 percent of its citizens were 
working abroad. These émigrés 
send significant amounts of 
money back to the Philippines, 
over $20 billion in 2011, with 
$9 billion of that coming out of 
the U.S. 

R e m i t t a n c e s  m a k e  u p 
approximately 9 percent of the 
Philippine gross domestic product 
and have been an important 
source of growth for the country, 
along with a booming call-center 
industry. This has cushioned 
the Philippines from the global 
economic downturn and given the 
country a growth rate second only 
to China within its region. 

Earnest is no exception. “We 
are more family oriented... I am 
working here, but I am helping 
back home. It is just the way it 
is. My husband knows that if you 
marry a Filipina, that is part of it: 
we will send money home.”  

Mark and Carla Earnest are 
particularly focused on helping 
her sister pay for a good education 
for her nieces and nephews. “In 
my culture, education is the most 
important thing.”

In the Philippines, where 
s tudent  loans  don’t  exis t , 
family members are expected to 
sacrifice to support students in 
their families.  “Traditionally the 
parents pay for the oldest child’s 
education and then that person 
graduates and pays for the school 
of the next (sibling)... I am the 
oldest and my parents sacrificed 
a lot to send me to school.”

and two editions of “Frost on the 
Steampipe.”

Members were required to have 
lived in Alaska for 30 years.

Jim and Julie Shook joined 
the group when they moved 
here in 2001. Jim, who grew 
up in Haines in the 1960s, said 
a benefit of membership was 
getting to know residents of his 
parents’ generation. “It was a great 
opportunity to be with people we 
enjoyed. There may not have been 
another place you would see those 
people.”

Annette Smith, whose father 
Ted Gregg helped form the 
group and served for years as its 
secretary, said the ranks of the 
organization once included the 
town’s “movers and shakers.”

“That was the fun of it. You 
were rubbing shoulders with the 
people who had built the state, 
and the generation of people who 
came before.”

Al though  the  s t a t ewide 
organization establishes separate 
men’s and women’s “igloos” in 
communities, the two igloos here 
operated as a single organization, 
with Poling and women’s igloo 
president Julie Shook sharing 
duties presiding over meetings.

The purpose of the group is to 
preserve the history of Alaska, 
and for local groups to preserve 
history of their areas. Poling said 
he believed the community was in 
good shape for preserving history 
through groups like the Chilkat 
Valley Historical Society and 
Sheldon Museum.

The Pioneers has donated its 
treasury to the Haines Senior 
Center, Inc. ($1,606) and to the 
Chilkat Valley Historical Society 
($800). “The Pioneers of Alaska 
has been a long-time renter of 
the Haines Senior Center, and 
we appreciate having such a fine 
facility in our community,” Poling 
said in a March 11 letter to the 
center.

Poling said the statewide 
organization was started as an 
exclusive men’s group. Alaska 
Nat ives  weren’t  admi t t ed 
until 1980 and the statewide 
organization only recently allowed 
a woman to serve as president.

The group’s order of business 
was modeled after the Masonic 
Order and those of similar, 

fraternal organizations that have 
seen declines in recent years, 
Poling said. Its by-laws, which 
weren’t strictly observed by 
the local chapter, included a 
requirement for votes of approval 
on new members. 

To their credit, Haines members 
lobbied the statewide group to 
make changes, including that the 
women’s organizations be granted 
status as an igloo instead of an 
auxiliary, Jim Shook said. “The 
group here was more advanced… 
We politicked hard and heavy for 
that equality.”

The Pioneers of Alaska was 
launched in Nome in 1907 “to 
keep alive the memories of the 
trail blazers.”

Along with the local Elks 
Lodge, the Pioneers is the second 
fraternal organization to fold here 
in less than one year.

“People just aren’t interested 
in sitting around, pretending to 
do this highfalutin’ stuff. They 
just aren’t interested in that. 
There’s been a cultural shift 
of the way people do things in 
organizations. This model of 
fraternal organizations has gone 
out of vogue,” Poling said.


