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Scheele: ‘If you’re not going to go for it, why bother?’ 
See PERMITS page 4

- page 3

See SCHEELE page 12

FROZEN IN -- Austin Hotch, left, and Blake Ward use axes last week to dig channels for leading water away from an ice pack that 
formed under Ward’s 2002 Chevy Malibu. Ward left the car in the parking  lot at Third Avenue and Main Street for about a month. 
An upwelling of water that occurs in the lot apparently turned snow that was around the car into a slab of solid ice. Ward said he’d 
heard several suggestions from passersby on how to free the car. Tom Morphet photo. 

See HERTZ page 12

AMG seeks 
bigger slice

- page 9

Heli-ski
requests
pass cap

Erwin Hertz

By Rosalie Loewen
After seven months of wrangling 

the logistics, permitting and 
compliance of a big construction 
project in Nome and Unalakleet, 
Jade Smith Scheele and husband 
Eric were feeling burnt out. They 
convened back in Montana and 
over a few beers tried to work out 
what they should do next. 

 A map and a dart later they 
were bound for Austin, Texas, 
arriving with their two dogs and 
belongings just in time for New 
Year’s 2010.   

 Scheele is a whirlwind of 
energy, lanky and athletic, with 
a scar over her eyebrow that she 
hides with a sweep of red hair. 
The scar is a souvenir of the time 

she tried to win the heart of a guy 
by driving a four-wheeler too fast 
in unfamiliar territory. “Trying to 
be the tough Alaskan girl,” as she 
puts it. 

 She wound up in the emergency 
room and, some time later, married 
the guy. Eric Scheele is now 
studying to be a nurse, in part, 
Jade jokes, so that he can take care 
of his wild Alaskan bride.  

 “Jade is always up for an 

adventure,” Eric says.  
 A year 2000 graduate of Haines 

High School, Scheele grew up 
on Fort Seward’s Officer’s Row, 
surrounded by extended family. 
Grandparents Ted and Mimi 
Gregg were among five families 
who acquired the Fort as surplus 
from the U.S. government. 

 Annette Smith, Scheele’s 
mother, was determined to raise 
her two daughters – including 
Scheele’s older sister Christina 
Smith Baskaya – in Haines. “I 
had such a fun childhood here, 
I thought I should let my girls 
experience that too.” The sisters 
had a free run of the Fort and the 
beach and the nearby woods.

 “Dress them in red and let them 

run,” is how Smith characterizes 
her approach to mothering. 
Scheele’s interest in science and 
the environment started early. 
“She was always asking for 
telescopes and rock tumblers” 
for Christmas, her sister said.

 Starting at age 7, Scheele 
gathered pretty rocks off the beach 
and sold them to tourists off cruise 
ships for $1 per rock. The business 
was called Jade’s Gems and was a 
great success until Jade turned 12 
and lost interest.

 After graduating from Haines, 
Scheele enrolled at Oregon 
State University, where she was 
underwhelmed by her classmates’ 
approach to academics. 

 “I guess, just because of where 

I was coming from, I expected 
something different: The classes 
were too big, the teachers didn’t 
care, there were lots of fraternities 
and sororities and it seemed that 
the students were more interested 
in socializing than education. I 
was paying for it myself, I had 
saved my dividend funds and 
the money I made as a kid in the 
summer, and I wanted something 
more for my money.”

 So Scheele transferred to 
Evergreen College and wrote 
herself a course of study focusing 
on alternative energy.  

 Although she was happy and 
engaged at Evergreen, it still fell 

Adventure, faith at center of Hertz book   
By Tom Morphet

Erwin Hertz says he realizes the 
stories in his recent memoir defy 
belief – but he believes, and he 
wants others to as well.

Hertz’s own children questioned 
inclusion of some of the stories in 
his new, self-published memoir 
“Journey to Eternal Life – Alaska 
Style!” which intersperses high 
adventure and perilous moments 
with spiritual messages.

In the book, Hertz literally meets 
an angel, experiences a vision of 
Jesus, wrestles with a demon and 
performs an exorcism. He also 
survives electrocution, a fall off a 
cliff and a logging accident after 
which he was considered dead. 
And they were just some of his 
scrapes.

The logging accident broke 
his back, an injury he’s lived 

with for half of his 76 years, in 
contradiction of doctors who say 
he shouldn’t be walking around. 
His spine was fused, but it broke 
again 10 years later.

 “I could not make this stuff up,” 
Hertz said in a recent interview. 
“My life was spared more than 
once. I didn’t understand it. I can’t 
explain it. I can’t even try, but it 
happened.”

 Hertz has worked as an 
electrician in Haines for more than 
40 years. He raised four children 
here and organized Fourth of July 
and Southeast Alaska State Fair 
events for decades, including 
competing in the logging show.

He attributes his survival and 
his relative good fortune to his 
faith. “God was faithful, as he was 
with every fall and every uneven 
step of my life,” he writes at the 

end of one episode.  
Her tz  cons iders  h imse l f 

a survivor and calls himself a 
“prayer warrior.” His book, he 
said, isn’t about him, but what 
God has done for him and for 
some of his family and neighbors. 
By his account, that’s amounted to 
a lot of protection.

Growing up with five brothers 
on farms in rural Montana was a 
boy’s dream and a kind of prep 
school for swashbuckling, as Hertz 
tells it. “We jumped off barns onto 
horses’ backs, leaped off cliffs 
into the river…sometimes on 
horseback. We had lots of freedom 
with guns… We raced horses, cars 
and motorcycles. We would put 
on cowboy chaps and played in 
donkey basketball games. Boy, 

By Karen Garcia
Alaska Mountain Guides, a 

company that has previously 
conducted its heli-ski operations 
mainly out of Skagway, is looking 
to move those operations to 
Haines.  

According to its 2013 permit 
application to the Haines Borough, 
AMG is seeking 450 skier days. 
Last year, the company requested 
and was allocated 200 days, but 
only used five. 

AMG is one of three Haines 
companies seeking commercial 
permits for the coming season. Its 
increased request raises to 2,850 
the number of skier days requested 
by the companies. The borough 
currently caps skier days at 2,600 
per season.

 “There’s a logic to running all 
our business in Haines. I don’t 
want to say definitively until the 
borough makes their decision 
on the user-day allocation, but 
we’re very much hoping to bring 
it to Haines this year,” said AMG 
President Sean Gaffney. 

Gaffney said he requested 
more skier days this year after 
another business approached the 
company regarding a deal that 
would increase the number of 
skiers interested in heli-skiing 
with AMG. 

Gaffney said he did not want 
to specify the business until all 
the permits are issued and the 
details are worked out, but said 
the group operates in a capacity 
similar to a travel agency, acting 
as an intermediary funneling 
business to AMG in exchange for 
a commission.

If the deals and permits come 
through, Gaffney said,  the 
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Thursday, Jan. 10
  Burger Night, 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion. 
 Well and Fit Community Challenge 
continues, 6 p.m. at the school library.
Friday, Jan. 11
  Story Time, 11 a.m. at the library, ages 2 to 5.
  Drop-in Clinic for Teens, a confidential and 
safe place to ask questions about sex. Fridays, 3 
to 4 p.m. at the public health office. 
 Afterschool Activities: Geography: Risk!, 
3:30 p.m.; Homework Help, 4:30 p.m. at the 
library.
 Haines Glacier Bears Girls Basketball vs.     
Craig, 6 p.m. Game same time Saturday. 
Sunday, Jan. 13
 Open Gym: Women’s Basketball, 2 to 4 
p.m.; Volleyball, 2 to 4 p.m.; Men’s Basketball, 
4 to 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 14
  Pool reopens with regular hours.
 Care-a-Van Service available for seniors 
60+,  Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 766-2383. 
 Mother Goose Story Time for newborns to 
3-year-olds, 11 a.m. at the library.
 Senior Exercises, 11:15 a.m. at the senior 
center. Same time Wednesday.
  60+? Join us for lunch, Monday through 
Wednesday, noon at senior center. 766-2383. 
 Afterschool Activities: Word Games - 
Boggle, etc. 3:30 p.m.; Homework Help, 4:30 
p.m. at the library.
Tuesday, Jan. 15
 Community Public Transportation 
Meeting, 1 p.m. at the senior center.
 Chess Club, 4 p.m. at the library. 
 Haines Sportsman’s Association meeting, 
6 p.m. at the firehall. For information call 766-
3779.  
 Tlingit Language class, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
museum. Learn Tlingit language. All ages and 
abilities welcome. 
 Haines Borough School Board meeting,     
7 p.m. at the high school open area.
Wednesday, Jan. 16 
 Time for Tots, for ages 4 and under, to run 
and play, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the elementary school 
gym. Call 766-2152 for more information. 
 Afterschool Activities: Math/Strategy 
Games , 3:30 p.m.; Homework Help, 4:30 p.m. 
at the library.
 Open Gym Volleyball, 8:30 to 10 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 17  
 Haines Borough Planning Commission 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
 Movies With Great Soundtracks: “Big 
Night,” 7 p.m. at the library. 
 Open Gym Basketball, 8:30 to 10 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 18
 Haines Dolphins Swim Team Winter 
Games begin and continue through Sunday. 
Volunteers needed, call Leslie Ross 766-3157.
 Haines Glacier Bears Girls Basketball vs.     
Metlakatla. Games also Saturday. 
 Alcan 200 Calcutta Auction, 5:30 p.m. 
Fogcutter Bar.
Saturday, Jan. 19
 Chilkat Snowburners Play Day, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., 25 Mile Haines Highway.
 44th Annual Alcan 200 Snowmachine 
Race, 10 a.m. Alaska time. Highway closed 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. from Canada border to Dezadeash.
 American Bald Eagle Foundation Youth 
Raptor Program annual parent/student 
meeting, noon at the foundation. A parent or 
legal guardian must accompany the student to the 
meeting. Call 766-3094 for more information.
Tuesday, Jan. 22
 Haines Borough Assembly Committee of 
the Whole meeting, 5 p.m. Regular meeting, 
6:30 p.m. in assembly chambers.
Friday, Jan. 25 
 Haines Glacier Bears Boys Basketball vs.     
Wrangell. Games also Saturday.
Tuesday, Jan. 29
 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) Workshop  with Alaska 
Commission on Post-Secondary Ed, 6:30 p.m. 
at the high school.
Thursday, Jan. 31
 Landscapes Through Geology, Ecology 
and Traditional Tlingit Names, with Pam 
Randles, Nancy Wiley and Ann Puffer, 6:30 
p.m. at the library.
Saturday, Feb. 2
 Book Club discussion of “Duplicate Keys,” 
3 p.m. at the library.
Wednesday, Feb. 6
 Comprehensive Web Marketing Work-
shop for artists interested in marketing their 
creative products online, 4 p.m. at the library. 
Class continues weekly though February. For 
information, call 766-2545.

  
  

Duly Noted
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By Tom Morphet
A group of  Haines High 

School alumni got together for 
a hike and snowshoe up Mount 
Ripinsky between Christmas 
and New Year’s. They included 
Fran Daly, Teslyn Visscher, 
Quinn Asquith-Heinz, Chandler 
Kemp, Tristan Sebens, Anna 
Jacobson, Christine Hansen and 
Elena Horner.

 Austin Badger, home from 
Santa Barbara City College, 
teamed up with brother Jordan 
and Zeke Frank to hunt for Pixie 
lures along Chilkoot River. They 
got about 40. Austin also has been 
snowboarding at Eaglecrest and 
the hill beside his family’s house, 
shoveling snow and hauling wood 
since he’s been home, said mom 
Jessie Badger.  

 A n d r i u s  P a s i u n a s ,  a 
Lithuanian college student who 
worked a summer in Haines, 
reported seeing Kenny Waldo and 
Chris Hlavacek on Discovery 
Channel’s “Gold Rush” at his 
hometown of Vilnius. Andrius is 
studying structural engineering 
and spent three months here on a 
work and travel program. Pasiunas 
and a Lithuanian buddy stayed 
with the Waldo family and made 
a library presentation on their 
nation gaining independence from 
the Soviet Union. “We got real 
attached to them,” said Carol 
Waldo. They also said they found 
Joe Parnell’s “Snowmobiling in 
Haines” video on YouTube. 

 The Haines Alaska Native 
Sisterhood Camp #5 recently 

held officer elections. Leading 
the organization are Mary 
Lekanof, president; Laverne 
Bryant, vice-president; Carol 
Lawrence, secretary; Georgiana 
Hotch, treasurer; Robin Benner, 
sergeant-at-arms; and Peggy 
Ormasen, second sergeant-at-
arms. Council members include 
Paulina Phill ips ,  Marilyn 
Wilson and Leanne Converse. 
Lekanof is the daughter of Judson 
Brown.  

 Luke Hedrick and Sam Fink 
were in Haines for the holidays, 
visiting Luke’s dad and mom, 
John and Bonnie Hedrick. They 
enjoyed snowshoeing and sleeping 
in during their two-week visit.  

 Craig and Sheri Loomis 
enjoyed Christmas dinner with 
Fran and Roger Tuenge. The 
Loomis kids, Erica and Cody, 
spent the holidays in California 
with their respective families. 
Erica and husband Kris and 
daughter Baylee, 11, and son 
Clayton, 9, were in Palm Springs. 
Cody, wife Marlie, and son 
Grayson, 2, spent the holiday in 
Davis. 

 When Miki Atkins realized 
Ransom Russell ,  Caroline 
Lundberg and Carla Earnest 
all shared a birthday Jan 5, she 
knew a celebration was in order. 
About 30 friends and family 
turned out for the party Saturday 
at the Chilkat Restaurant, which 
featured music by the local classic 
rock band Irish Lords. 

 Jonathan Moore was back 
in town during the holidays, his 

first visit in about five years. 
An engineer and naval architect 
based in Port Townsend, Wash., 
Moore was here designing some 
equipment for brother Josh 
Moore’s fishing boat. Daughter 
Anabel, 7, was in tow. She’s the 
oldest of Josh and wife Laura’s 
three daughters, including Arden 
and Ayla. Jonathan’s mom Pam 
Moore reports daughter Dr. 
Joanna Walker gave birth last 
week to her fourth son, Elijah 
David. Joanna and husband John 

Conservation group politicizes board
 On Dec. 14, the Haines Fish and Game Advisory Board had three 

members up for re-election. On Dec. 13, Lynn Canal Conservation sent 
an ‘alert’ message to its members to “help elect conservation-minded 
board members to the three open seats.” It then lists their three choices. 
They packed the meeting hall, overwhelmed the vote and elected two 
of the three seats, missing the third seat by just one vote. The board 
chair is also an LCC member. Normally only five or six members attend 
board meetings, which will now give LCC a 50 percent to 60 percent 
majority. LCC isn’t about conservation. They are about preservation. 
They file lawsuits and get injunctions to stop development of highways, 
logging, mining, pipelines, hydro dams, etc., anything that threatens 
Alaska’s ‘wilderness.’ They prophesize disaster if the Constantine mine 
is developed or if Yukon ore trucks are allowed on our highways. They 
are truly paranoid about “saving” the environment, even if it means 
politicizing the advisory board system to further their cause.

          Dave Werner

NRA view on gun violence is extremist
 The National Rifle Association (NRA) is now on record: the public 

should pay for armed guards in every U.S. school to ensure that children 
and educators are safe. Extend this thought pattern and you have full-
body scans and metal detectors in every Alaska schoolhouse. The NRA 
is also on record stating that violent video games are the prime culprit 
in the growth of mass murder by gunfire.  

 Americans have a long-standing, constitutional right to own and 
use deadly firearms. I, too, am a gun owner and I like my guns. But 
the NRA stance is extremist. 

 I don’t oppose their view that violent videos and video games 
contribute to social derangement and probably violence. But most 
nations allow violent video games and videos and don’t suffer the 
shocking frequency of mass murder by gun fire. Why? Other nations 
have better control of all guns. Does that make those countries unsafe? 
Not at all. The United States, despite our many high-power guns, is 
among the least safe of developed nations. The argument that the 
frequency of mass-murder is unrelated to easy gun access and firepower 
just does not hold water.  

 The NRA seems to view any effort at gun regulation as a 
constitutional crisis. Their no-compromise posture is extremist and, 
ultimately, bad for America. I support our right to bear arms, but more 
assault rifles and semi-automatic handguns, in public or private hands, 
won’t make America safer.  

         
 Burl Sheldon

Thanks for Year in Review article
Thank you and the CVN staff for gathering stories from 2012 and 

putting together the Year in Review article in the Dec. 20 edition. For 
me it did a wonderful job of capturing many significant events of life 
in Haines. While I don’t always agree with what I read in the paper, 
and sometimes wish it took a different slant on issues, I feel it does 
a great service for the community tracking the day to day, ups and 
downs, contentious and harmonious, joyful and sorrowful events of 
this beautiful place we live. The Year in Review will go in my “save 
for reference” folder as a reminder of all things I would have forgotten 
on our last trip around the sun.

                  Tim McDonough
 

New Year’s wish for the Chilkat Valley
 To the editor and to all in our beautiful valley and elsewhere, this 

is my New Year’s wish. We are now facing the challenges of a new 
year and hopefully the message of Christmas will guide us through the 
difficulties ahead and the spirit of giving, of kindness, understanding 
and love will prevail. I take strength from the message of one of the 
most beautiful songs still cherished in my memory. It tells me what 
we have and asks us to keep it. “Oh beautiful, for spacious skies, for 
amber waves of grain, for purple mountains majesty above the fruitful 
plains. America, America, God spread his grace on thee. Let us crown 
this good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.” 

 A happy and rewarding new year to all. 
        John Schnabel 

How do skiers know if guide is stoned?
 In response to the statement from state trooper spokesman Lt. Dial 

(Dec. 13 CVN, “Troopers Won’t Re-visit Heli-ski Probe”): “If Liberman 
survived, he could potentially be held criminally liable, but the company 
is not criminally liable by extension.”

 Had Rob survived, who would have known THC was in his 
bloodstream? It was the result of the autopsy report that this information 
became public. Would he have been tested? Alaska Helisking has no 
drug-screening policy. Were the other guides tested after the accident, 
as is commonly done with employees involved in any form of accident or 
death? Dial says the company is not criminally liable by extension. Who 
then is responsible to the clientele for the condition of the employees 
while working? As  employer, AH is both responsible and liable for 
the death of Nick Dodov. AH charges money for services and must be 
held accountable. Zero tolerance should be the standard when clients 
are placing their lives in the hands of a so-called professional guiding 
business. AH claims to have the highest safety standards. We know that 
to be false.  

 How does a client find the company which provides the level of 
adventure, risk, and safety they are looking for? 

 While all Haines heli-ski companies claim to be the best, I see no 
mention of any drug or alcohol screening policy or accident/death 
information on their websites. How does the average client know if 
their guide is stoned before signing a release of liability agreement?

                                                                                    Marilyn Davis
Bear Valley, Calif.
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A schematic of the proposed Port Chilkoot Dock renovation.  

Would you like to sponsor
Kyle’s Corner? 
Call 766-2688

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH   766-3510   WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM  

James Studley, thebrokerinhaines@gmail.com 
Pamela Long, realestateinhaines@gmail.com

Dave Long, hainesrealestate@gmail.com
Jeanne Beck, jeanne.hainesrealestate@gmail.com

NEWOPEN HOUSE

A New Home for The 
New Year!

Cozy, efficient home with a view.  
3 bdrm, 1.25 bath with recent upgrades.  

Affordable and well-maintained. 
$139,500  

If you are in the market for a home, we're a local 
company with a professional staff here to help you!

Kyle’s                                
        Corner

Proudly sponsored by

Bill Holton

Kyle Fossman
UAA Seawolf

(2-7	three-pointers)

	vs	Central	Washington		Jan.	05 
			UAA	lost,	72-81

			Pts:	24			
			Asst:	1					Reb:	5					Min:	34
	vs	Northwest	Nazarene			Jan.	03    

UAA	lost,	60-61
		

			Asst:	2					Reb:	1					Min:	40
			Pts:		10

(4-9	three-pointers)

The Seawolves upcoming games 
are at home against:

Western Oregon Jan. 10 and 
Saint Martin’s Jan. 12  

Keep pool open for swims, therapy 
 May everyone have a positive, happy new year in spite of the 

negativity in our country. 
 I am concerned about the negativity currently circulating in Haines 

as expressed in the “debate” over the condition of the swimming pool 
and what action to take to keep a functional pool for those who need 
and/or rely on this facility.

 I had a knee replacement last year and it is vital that I be able to 
use the pool for both therapy and pleasure. I know that many persons 
who attend sessions in the pool have had joint replacement or other 
surgeries that make use of the pool a critical part of their follow-up, 
daily therapy. Others use the pool for life-sustaining therapy for autism 
or weight control.

 This pool was not built with a “lifetime guarantee.” Our pool has 
long needed maintenance, which is one of the things that Haines does 
not do well. Being aware of the cost and the need for maintenance of 
the pool does not, in my mind, justify closing the pool until a bond can 
be voted in to cover the cost of a new one which would include all of 
the “rec center” equipment that has been discussed for years.

 I ask that the pool not be closed on the premise that by closing it, a 
bond levy will be passed. This is short-sighted in the current economic 
climate in our state and country.

                  Dorothea Owens

Support for early childhood grant
Haines is fortunate to have Jeanne Kitayama dedicated to 

contemporary research on early childhood learning including 
academics, emotional, social, psychological and neurological. Jeanne 
brings creative approaches to parent-child relationships through 
reading. 

 The “Prime Time to Learn Grant” provides much needed support 
to parents. Parent classes extend information, empathy and others 
to empathize with. Children absorb the loving openness or tensions 
of their caregivers, which has a major impact on the development of 
security – beginning in utero.  I recommend that Haines not lose sight 
of the benefits of nurturing the community with current educational, 
social and psychological perspectives. Preventative mental health is 
an investment.  Exposing parents to information helps them to attune 
to the needs of their children – whether this is offered occasionally or 
ongoing – something is better than nothing.  

 Learning is impacted by environment, including adults’ abilities 
to be mindful, to mentalize the experience of their child. Mentalizing 
involves thinking about how another person thinks, from their 
perspective. Teaching parents how the mind, emotions and relational 
styles influence a child’s development translates to mentally healthier 
children.  Secure children are generally enthusiastic about learning 
and connecting with others. Insecurity contributes to ambivalent, 
anxious and avoidant reactions to learning. For essays on parenting 
and security, go to robingrace.com or circleofsecurity.net.

   Robin Grace, psychotherapist 
Eugene, Ore.

Thanks for help with masquerade ball
On behalf of the staff and Board of Directors of KHNS and Lynn 

Canal Broadcasting,  thank you everyone who attended the New Year’s 
Masquerade Ball. It was an incredible, magical evening and wonderful 
to see the community’s imagination and celebration. The great 
volunteers made the event pain-free for the staff!  Much appreciation 
to  Cheri Price, Jerrie Clarke, Anne Hanssen for running the door. 
Sarah Jaymot, you were irreplaceable in the food preparation. Thank 
you so very much. Lee Heinmiller for his constant presence in light and 
sound. Gratitude to Maggie Stern and Natalie Benassi for donating 
their time and creative face painting, and a big thanks to Mark Allen 
for being available for a safe shuttle home. The bands and musicians 
rocked - thank you for all the time you put into making the evening a 
dancing success. Thanks to The Babbling Book and Captain’s Choice 
for ticket sales. And last but not least, thank you to the KHNS staff and 
board members who made this possible. Haines and the few Skagway 
masqueraders, you made this a night to remember! KHNS hopes to 
make this an annual event! 

Leslie Ross, KHNS

Attention Haines Alcan Racers:
The Ugly's of Haines will donate $200 each 
to the fi rst fi ve Haines residents who sign up 
to race in the Alcan 200 Snowmobile Race. 

Only the fi rst fi ve Haines locals who sign up on 
Friday, Jan. 18th at 5:30 p.m. at the Fogcutter Bar 

will be eligible. First come, fi rst serve. 
For info, contact Kelly at the Fogcutter Bar. 

If you are interested in the Ugly's of Haines or wish to 
become a member, go to www.uglysofhaines.org

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough is scaling 

back its design plans for the Port 
Chilkoot dock renovation so it 
can remain within the $6 million 
project budget, borough officials 
reported during a recent meeting 
intended to update the public 
and Ports and Harbors Advisory 
Committee.

The borough shaved nearly 
$260,000 off the renovation by 
removing two items from the 
base bid: a mooring dolphin - a 
structure used to tie up cruise 
ships - and dock lighting. Borough 
manager Mark Earnest said the 
revised design plans have been 
sent to cruise ship companies to 
determine whether the absence 
of the additional mooring dolphin 
would discourage or disable cruise 
ships from tying up in Haines.

“If this a necessity for the cruise 
ships, we’ll figure out a way to do 
it. We have some funds we can put 
into this project,” Earnest said.

The dock currently features two 
mooring dolphins, but one will be 
necessarily destroyed during the 
demolition process.

Earnest emphasized these 
numbers are only estimates at this 
point; costs are liable to change 
when official bids come in. The 
mooring dolphin, dock lighting, 
and various other amenities, then, 
could be added back into the 
project if companies bid at lower 

costs, or if the borough secures 
additional legislative or grant 
funding.

Thus far  the project  has 
experienced considerable cost-
cutting and downsizing measures, 
public facilities director Carlos 
Jimenez said. The dock’s queuing 
area, for instance, was going to 
be lengthened by about 40 feet to 
accommodate additional visitors.

“That has all been whittled 
down because we simply don’t 
have the funds for it,” Jimenez 
said.

Earnest said he thinks the 
current design will provide a 
sufficient queuing area, and that 
he has asked PND Engineers, the 
firm responsible for this phase of 
the project, to design the dock in 
such a way to allow for potential 
future expansion.

“When we started looking at 
exactly what the design consists 
of, we really believe that this 
current design can accommodate 
those passengers. But what we’ve 
done is ask PND to alter the design 
and the spacing of the trestles 
so that in the future, additional 
queuing area, or just the decking, 
can be added,” Earnest said.

In another effort to save money, 
the borough will instruct the 
contractor to salvage as much of 
the material from the demolished 
dock as possible. Earnest said the 
borough could save by “being 

creative on the disposal of the 
existing wood trestle and dock,” 
although how much money this 
would save or what the salvaged 
material would go toward is still 
unclear. Meeting attendee Andy 
Hedden expressed skepticism 
about the cost-effectiveness of 
the scheme.

“PND never set a price on what 
the savings would be, but when 
we brought it to their attention, 
they thought it would be a no-
brainer and would be a pretty good 
savings in cost,” Jimenez said.

Earnest said the borough also 
saved $40,000 by combining the 
Port Chilkoot dock renovation 
and Letnikof  Cove harbor 
refurbishments projects. The 
gangway at the Port Chilkoot 
dock, which will be replaced by 
a longer gangway, will be moved 
and installed at the Letnikof dock. 
The total budget for the Letnikof 
project is about $950,000.

“We’ve squeezed this thing 
down; we’ve whittled it. But we 
didn’t sacrifice,” Earnest said.

Both designs are currently 65 
percent complete, and will be 95 
percent complete by January 25. 
Although funding sources for the 
projects differ, they will bid on 
the same contract in early March. 
Construction on the Port Chilkoot 
dock is scheduled to begin in mid-
August. Letnikof work won’t start 
before Oct. 1. 

Borough trims plans for PC Dock

The Haines Borough Public 
Library will soon feature a large-
scale art installation courtesy 
of the town’s more artistically-
inclined teenagers.

Artist Jim Heaton will work 
with teens to design and paint 
two plywood killer whales, each 
about five to six feet in length. The 
whales will be chasing 20 salmon, 
each about 2.5 feet long, who 
in turn will be chasing about 20 
hooligan, about six to eight inches 
long. The animals will be painted 
using Northwest Coast art designs.

“It’s something that ties in with 
our community as far as fishing 
and wildlife being a big part of 
the town, and the Northwest Coast 

design ties the Native part into it 
as well,” Heaton said.

The installation will run along 
the overhanging area on the 
right side of the library’s interior 
entrance hallway. Heaton said it 
will be a permanent display, but 
can be easily taken down and 
stored for special events featuring 
other decorations.

The project will begin in 
mid-February at the library and 
Heaton said it will probably 
require several sessions until it is 
complete. Heaton said the date is 
unclear because it will depend on 
the schedule of the participants. 
Ideally, participating teens would 
have some sort of artistic ability, 

but all are welcome, Heaton said.
Contact Jolanta Ryan at 766-

3830 to reserve a spot.

Fish art project coming to library
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PERMITS from page 1
  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Tue - Sat 8 am - 8 pm
Sun & Mon 8 am - 7 pm 
Cabin Rentals  767-5510

 
 Best Burgers South of the Border 
                with real French Fries 
 Homemade Soups and Specials

33 Mile 
         Roadhouse

National heli-ski group focuses on standards   

RESIDENCY
	 Nonresident	hunting,	fi	shing	and	trapping	licenses	cost	
more,	and	nonresident	seasons	and	bag	 limits	are	often	
more	restrictive	than	those	for	residents.	People	who	move	
to	Alaska	and	intend	to	stay	here	forever	aren’t	considered	
residents	right	away.	Any	person,	including	military	people,	
must	 live	and	continually	maintain	a	permanent	home	 in	
Alaska	for	 the	preceding	365	days	to	qualify	 for	resident	
licenses.	And	that	doesn’t	mean	a	tent	or	camper.	It	means	
a	permanent	residence.
	 Alaska	Fish	and	Wildlife	Safeguard	is	a	group	of	private	
citizens	dedicated	to	protecting	our	state’s	fi	sh	and	wildlife.	
If	you	think	you	have	seen	a	hunting	or	fi	shing	violation,	
report	 it.	Call	1-800-478-3377.	You	may	be	eligible	 for	a	
reward.	Help	make	Alaska	a	better	place.	 “Know	Before	
You	Go.”

Haines
Sportsman’s
Association

Pioneer Bar 

BAMBOO ROOM 
Restaurant

OPEN 
Fri Sat Sun Mon
7a - 2p, 5p - 8p 
Closed Tues Wed Thurs 

Trivia This Week

Saturday 7 pm

Pizza to Order  
 Mountain Market & Cafe                     

• 4-Cheese 
(Marinara or Pesto)

• Hawaiian 
• Veggie  
• Meat Lovers  

 
 
 
 
 





 

• Sausage Mushroom w/
Black Olives 

• Chicken Pesto w/Sun 
Dried Tomatoes

 �24-hours notice required �  
Ask for MJ or Deborah   766-3340

company will have no problem 
using all 450 skier days. 

  While he enjoyed operating 
out of Skagway, Gaffney said he 
is very much looking forward to 
heli-skiing in Haines, where he 
also makes his home. Gaffney said 
he is very committed to operating 
his business in a responsible way 
that coincides with what residents 
in Haines want. 

 “We’re going to do what the 
community wants us to do. That’s 
it; that’s how the business works,” 
Gaffney said.

Southeast Alaska Backcountry 
Adventures (SEABA) and Alaska 
Heliskiing have also submitted 
their applications to the borough. 
Alaska Heliskiing requested 
1,400 days –  90 less than the 
1,490 requested in 2012. SEABA 
requested 1,000 skier days again, 
although it was allocated only 870 
last year.

Whether Alaska Heliskiing will 
receive a permit in the wake of 
a season that saw the deaths of 
a guide and client remains to be 
seen, but the parents of the client 
have forcefully requested the 
borough deny the permit. Safety 
record is taken into account when 
determining whether to issue a 
permit and, if issued, how many 
skier days are allocated, said 

borough manager Mark Earnest. 
Borough clerk Julie Cozzi is 

responsible for renewing the 
permits, while Earnest allocates 
skier days. “Clearly (Earnest) has 
some decisions he has to make,” 
Cozzi said.

Cozzi said she is engaged in 
a back-and-forth exchange of 
information with the companies 
in order to flesh out holes in the 
application, such as clarifying 
elements  of  the submitted 
operating plans and making sure 
contact lists are complete.

According to code, the police 
chief, tourism director and harbor 
master must review all commercial 
tour permit applications, including 
heli-skiing permits.

Cozzi said ideally she would 
have a decision on the permits by 
the end of this week, but whether 
or not that happens will depend on 
the rest of her work load. 

By Karen Garcia
The Haines Borough’s heli-ski 

season is just around the corner, 
and in the wake of an accident 
that killed two people last spring, 
concerns about safety aren’t going 
away. 

Like much of the recreation 
indus t ry,  he l i - sk i ing  fa l l s 
largely outside most state and 
federal regulations concerning 
occupational safety and health. 
Similarly, the borough, which 
requires heli-ski operations to 
acquire a tour permit and to 
submit a safety plan, does not 
regulate safety.

Some, including the parents of 
the Alaska Heliskiing client who 
died in the avalanche last April, 
have pointed to an association 
called Heliski US (HSUS) as a 
potential solution to the lack of 
standards.

 According to its website, 
“the main purpose of the Heli-
Ski US Association is to set 
the highest level of operation 
standards and protocols for its 
members,” which it does through 
the implementation of its Heli 
Operations Safety Procedures 
document.

 	The document, in its seventh 
edition, includes standards –  such 
as operating protocols, snow 
safety and weather forecasting 
programs and emergency response 
planning – that all companies 
must maintain as members of the 
association. 

 T h r e e  A l a s k a  h e l i - s k i 
companies are full-fledged 
members of the association - 
G i rdwood-based  Chugach 
Powder Guides, Cordova-based 
Points North Heli-Adventures, 
and Valdez Heli-Ski Guides.

 	According to Kevin Quinn, 

owner/operator of Points North, 
membership in the organization is 
somewhat hard-won. Quinn said 
he was eight years in the business 
before he was accepted, and “just 
kept pounding on the door” for the 
association to take him.

The process is also ardous: once 
a company has at least three to five 
years under its belt, it can become 
a prospective member - Juneau-
based Alaska Powder Descents 
is currently one - for two years, 
Quinn said. 

During this probationary 
period, the company is monitored 
and mentored by another member 
of the association. At the end of 
the two years, the company can 
ask to be reviewed for acceptance 
as a full-fledged member, which 
involves an extensive audit and 
review of the operation by two 
members of HSUS, Quinn said.

 	Quinn, HSUS President Paul 
Butler, and several other operators 
acknowledged that while HSUS is 
the “gold standard” endorsement 
of a heli-skiing company, that’s 
not to say non-member companies 
aren’t operating to those same 
high standards.

 	“I think the benefit to the 
client is they are assured they 
are working with the best in the 
country, that they are working 
with a company that has met the 
standards that the association 
members have imposed upon 
themselves. I think a lot of 
companies already do that, but 
it’s a stamp of approval. I think 
it’s important a client knows who 
they are skiing with,” said Scott 
Raynor, owner of Valdez Heli-Ski 
Guides.

HSUS’s critics point to the cost 
of membership, which can be 
prohibitive, and the association’s 

club-like exclusivity. According 
to Quinn, members pay a one-time 
$5,000 fee, plus $1,500-$2,500 in 
annual dues.

Dean Cummings, owner of 
Valdez-based H2O Guides, 
belonged to HSUS for 12 years. 
Cummings helped craft the 
association’s safety document, 
but bowed out because of what he 
perceived as a “lack of direction” 
and the association’s failure to 
rotate leadership.

“I think they are doing okay. 
They’re more of an exclusive 
association where they handpick 
their members,” Cummings said.

Cummings also said that the 
association, while nationwide, 
“distances itself from Alaska.” 
The industry, he said, would 
benefit immensely from a similar 
statewide association that focuses 
solely on Alaskan heli-skiing, 
which he said is different than 
heli-skiing in the Lower 48.

According to Haines Borough 
Manager Mark Earnest, in the 
wake of the fatal avalanche last 
spring, the borough discussed 
the idea of requiring local heli-
ski companies to belong to an 
association like HSUS. Assistant 
to the manager Darsie Culbeck 
contacted HSUS president 
Butler regarding the idea and 
summarized his findings in an 
email to mayor Stephanie Scott.

“At  th i s  po in t  no  o ther 
municipalities or land managers 
in the country require membership 
and I doubt we want to be first. In 
addition, they don’t necessarily 
certify operators or take on any 
liability for the actions of their 
members. It seems their main 
value is a peer review of the 
members’ plans. While this will 

certainly be great for any operator, 
I don’t think the borough wants to 
require this,” Culbeck said.

“I think (HSUS)  probably, 
so far, gives the most oversight 
in safety plans, but it’s just 
an organization that has no 
authority. It’s a member-driven 
organization,” Culbeck added in 
a later interview.

Culbeck also said Natalia 
and Alex Dodov, the parents 
of the client who died in the 
accident, submitted details from 
the accident to HSUS for review 
and judgment. HSUS declined to 
participate. 

S c o t t  S u n d b e rg ,  o w n e r 
of Haines-based Southeast 
B a c k c o u n t r y  A d v e n t u r e s 
(SEABA) said his company has 
been looking into becoming a 
member of HSUS for  several 
years. Time and money, though, 
delayed Sundberg from initiating 
the process, as did his opinion – 
similar to Cummings’ – that the 
industry would benefit more from 
an association focused solely on 
Alaska as opposed to the entire 
country.

“You have to go through an 
audit with them and you have 
to get a sponsor and you have 
to pay a bunch of money to get 
in. In some ways it is kind of 
prohibitive in the early start-up 
of the company,” Sundberg said.

This season, though, Sundberg 
said Colorado-based HSUS 
member Telluride Helitrax has 

agreed to mentor SEABA, the 
first step to becoming a part of the 
organization.

“Through recent discussions 
we’ve been convinced that it’s 
worth it because of their lobby 
presence and their resources that 
way. They’ve got pretty good 
client manifests,” Sundberg said.

Sundberg also said that SEABA 
is currently operating up to HSUS 
standards and expects to pass any 
audit they perform.

As the growth of  HSUS 
demonstrates, the heli-skiing 
industry seems to be heading 
toward some sort of rudimentary 
standardization. As the industry 
continues to grow – and operators 
statewide agree that it’s booming 
– more voices seem to clamor for 
some kind of oversight agency or 
regulation. 

Fatal accidents like the one last 
spring only increase the volume 
of that clamor. But people need 
to remember, Points North owner 
Kevin Quinn said, heli-skiing is 
an inherently risky activity. And 
not even a litany of rules and 
regulations can guarantee that 
nothing will go wrong.
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Sex questions? Nurse
to offer teens answers

Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective through Jan. 31

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.IChooseWings.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

   8:00 am 8:15 am Mon - Fri
 8:40 am  8:55 am Daily
11:45 pm  12:00 pm Daily
  2:15 pm      2:30 pm Daily
 3:00 pm 3:15 pm Mon - Fri 

   8:25 am 8:40 am Mon - Fri
 9:25 am 9:40 am Daily 
12:10 pm  12:25 pm Daily
 2:40 pm 2:55 pm Daily 
  3:25 pm  3:40 pm Mon - Fri

   8:50 am 9:25 am Mon - Fri
    9:50 am  10:25 am Daily
 12:35 pm  1:10 pm Daily
   3:05  pm    3:40 pm Daily

 7:55 am 8:30 am Daily
 11:00 am   11:35 am Daily
 1:30 pm 2:05 pm Daily
 2:15 pm 2:50 pm Mon - Fri 

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets for a FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines  800-354-2479· 766-3800

DEPARTURES
Juneau 

to Haines
Haines 

to Juneau

 9:00 am
11:30 am via SKG
 2:15 pm

 8:00 am
10:30 am 
  1:15 pm

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  Business Freight Delivery
Visit us at our new Juneau counterNEW NEW

RECORD TURNOUT FOR POLAR BEAR DIP -- Fifty-five residents, including about five from 
Klukwan and some visitors, jumped in Portage Cove on New Year’s Day during the 8th annual Polar 
Bear Dip. The previous attendance record was 32 dippers. Air temperatures that reached 32 degrees 
F. and no winds made the plunge seem mild in comparison to some recent ones. The event included hot 
chocolate for participants, a bonfire and burning of a stick figure named “2012.” Matt Davis photo.

Dusty Trails
Apartments

270 2nd Ave. South, Haines, AK
Call 907-766-2329

· Rent subsidized by
   USDA Rural Development
· Rent Based on Income
   for Eligible Households

· 1,2 & 3 bedrooms · Carpet · Storage Area
· Appliances · On-Site Laundry Facility

· Off-Street Parking
Hearing Impaired

1-800-253-4091

There are an estimated 19 million adults in the U.S. that are living 
with major depression, also known as clinical depression.  Accord-
ing to the guidelines developed by the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation, the DSM-IV, major depressive disorder is diagnosed when 
fi ve or more of the symptoms of depression are present for most of 
the day, nearly every day for at least two weeks. At least one of the 
symptoms must be either persistent sad or “empty” feelings or loss 
of interest in activities.

There is also chronic depression, also known as Dysthymia.  This 
is characterized by a long-term (two years or more) depressed mood.  
There are symptoms present that are associated with major depres-
sion, but not enough for a diagnosis of major depression. Chronic 
depression is less severe and not likely to disable a person. If you 
have chronic depression (Dysthymia) you may experience one or 
more episodes of major depression in your lifetime.

Bipolar disorder, sometimes referred to as manic depression, is a 
complex mood disorder that alternates between periods of clinical 
depression and times of extreme elation or mania. There are two 
subtypes of bipolar disorder:  Bipolar I and Bipolar II.  With Bipo-
lar 1 the person has a history of at least one manic episode with or 
without major depressive episodes. With Bipolar II the person has a 
history of at least one episode of major depression and at least one 
hypomanic (mildly elated) episode.

Symptoms of depression: Here are some symptoms included in 
the DSM-IV: Constant sadness; trouble sleeping;  irritability;  low 
energy or fatigue;  hopelessness;  signifi cant weight change;  feelings 
of worthlessness or guilt for no reason;  diffi culty concentrating; and 
loss of interest in favorite activities.

DEPRESSION
By Emily A Zimbrich, LPC; CDCS

Emily Zimbrich, SEARHC Behavioral Health Clinician III

Successfully treating depression is a 
realistic goal.  Seeking treatment can be 
diffi cult, but it means that you have the 
courage to look for a way to feel better. 

If you feel that you are experiencing 
symptoms of depression please call 
766-6313 to request an appointment.

Community 
Family Services 

766-6313

By Karen Garcia
Between friends, the media, 

and the Internet, teenagers are 
inundated with information about 
sex typically limited to half-truths 
or myths. 

Public health nurse Ty Esposito 
is seeking to replace common – or 
even uncommon – misconceptions 
about sex with facts through 
confidential information sessions 
to be held Fridays from 3 to 4 p.m.

Esposito will set aside the 
time every week to meet with 
teens interested in learning about 
anything from pregnancy testing 
to STD symptoms to birth control 
access. Teens can come in groups, 
such as with friends or partners, 
or alone. Esposito emphasized 
the confidentiality and safe 
environment of the sessions.

Though there is sex education 
in the school system, Esposito said 
many teens are still misinformed 
or unclear about certain things. 
And while parents might discuss 
sex with their kids, “the talk” 
doesn’t usually involve the nitty-

gritty details teens need to know.
“Sometimes kids don’t want to 

talk to their parents. So they talk 
amongst themselves and they 
talk to their friends. This is a way 
to get the real facts out there,” 
Esposito said.

Esposito said many parents are 
also unwilling to accept the reality 
that their children are sexually 
active, and therefore won’t take 
precautions like getting their 
kids vaccinated for STDS like the 
human papillomavirus, which can 
cause cancers and genital warts in 
men and women.

Teens  can  come  to  t he 
clinic, ask questions, and make 
appointments, such as for STD 
screenings. Students can even 
be excused from school in order 
to attend appointments, Esposito 
said.

Condoms are available for free 
at the public health clinic. (They 
are also available upon request at 
local bars, Esposito said.)

Esposito said other public 
health clinics have implemented 
similar teen-oriented programs 
that have been very successful.

“It’s about time Haines had 
one,” she said.

By Tom Morphet
The State of Alaska is reviewing 

methodology that determined 
last fall that a commercial tour 
operator was not violating wake 
restrictions while operating 
jetboats in the Alaska Chilkat 
Bald Eagle Preserve.

 In November, Division of 
Parks Director Ben Ellis rejected 
a complaint filed by Lynn Canal 
Conservation in September, based 
on more than 500 photos taken 
last summer. 

 The complaint alleges River 
Adventures made 27 passes in 
Sheep Canyon Lake Access 
Channel last summer “creating 
medium to large size wakes” in 
the no-wake zone there, and 45 
passes creating smaller wakes. 
The company is limited to a 4 mph 
speed in the channel.

 LCC officials say boat wakes 
erode r iverbanks ,  caus ing 
siltation and damaging one of 
the preserve’s best coho salmon-

rearing areas.
 At a November meeting of the 

eagle preserve’s advisory council, 
however, regional parks manager 
Mike Eberhardt said the state 
would review how it made its 
decision.

 Haines-based park ranger 
Preston Kroes was tasked with 
investigating the complaint. 
He judged the photos only for 
violations of the speed limit, not 
for visible signs of a wake.

 “Due to the possible variety 
of personal interpretation and 
opinion that can exist regarding 
an acceptable wake size, and 
the complications regarding the 
term ‘no wake,’ the approximate 
speed of the vessel was used to 
determine if a violation of the 
permit condition was committed,” 
Kroes wrote.

 Kroes found that only 2 of 
27 photos showed a speed in 
excess of 4 mph, but that River 
Adventures maintained that that 

trip was a private one, which  
would not fall under the state’s 
wake restrictions. That jibes with 
previous records acquired (from) 
River Adventures, Kroes wrote.

 The company characterized 
a wake in another photo as a 
disturbance caused not by speed 
but by tilting the boat’s engine 
forward to avoid entanglement 
with weeds.

 LCC disagrees with the state’s 
assessment that photos couldn’t 
be judged for the presence of a 
wake. “Of the 500 photos, most 
don’t show a wake or it’s a tiny 
disturbance on the water, so 
that’s bogus,” said LCC’s Nancy 
Berland in a recent interview. 
“Over 20 photos had an obvious 
wake, from smallish to rather 
large.”

 Kroes studied three photos 
of each boat passage. He said he 
determined the speed of boats by 
estimating the distance traveled 
in feet, dividing the total feet 
traveled by three to get the feet 
per second, then converting into 
miles per hour.   

 Berland said the state’s 
findings were based on “strange 
assumptions and really bad math.” 
She maintains that the state should 
have used “2” instead of “3” as a 
divisor. 

 As several of ranger Kroes’ 
determinations found the tour 
boats traveling just under 4 mph, 
using the correct divisor would 
likely show the boats in violation, 
Berland said.

 In a December interview, 
Kroes acknowledged that the 
way he “went about the math 
may not have been correct.” “It 
may be worth it to find someone 
to look at the math and determine 
the speed,” he said.

 Kroes said headwind, river 
current, the angle of the camera 
and the position of the boat may 
all factor into determinations. 
“There are a lot of variables.”

 In a Nov. 30 letter to LCC, parks 
director Ellis said the investigation 
“highlighted the need to improve 
and clarify language included 
in the stipulations for River 
Adventures’ commercial use 
permit regarding allowable boat 
wakes.”

 “I would like the stipulation 
regarding the no-wake zone 
modified so that it is easier for our 
staff, commercial operators, and 
the general public to understand 
and implement…,” Ellis wrote.

 LCC has twice previously 
raised the issue of boat wakes in 
the channel, including using video 
footage.

State reviewing jetboat decision  
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Three cameras
to watch docks

GRADER ARRIVES -- The Haines Borough this week received 
its new, 22-ton grader and snowplow. Former state Rep. Bill 
Thomas, pictured with operator Ralph Borders, last year secured 
the $400,000 appropriation for the six-wheeled machine. 

INTERTIDAL COUNSELING

Confidential, Friendly, Professional
Liana Shull LCSW CDCI

314-0594

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Open House Meetings for Haines RMP Amendment 
 
The Bureau of Land Management will host Open House 
meetings regarding the Ring of Fire Draft Resource 
Management Plan Amendment / Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Haines Planning Area.  BLM staff will be 
available to answer your questions and receive completed 
public comment forms. 
 

Sheldon Museum & Cultural Center (Haines) 
Thursday, Jan. 31, 2013, 6-8 p.m. 

Skagway Assembly Chambers, Friday, Feb. 1, 2013, 6-8 p.m. 
 

The draft document is available for public review at 
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning.html.  Submit 
written comments at the meetings, by regular mail or email.  
BLM will accept written comments through March 14, 2013. 
 

BLM Anchorage Field Office 
Attn: Haines Amendment 

4700 BLM Road 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

 

BLM_AK_AFO_ROF_AMEND@blm.gov 
(907) 267-1246 or (800) 478-1263 

 
 

2-col x 4” b&w display ad for publication in Chilkat Valley News on 
Jan. 10, 2013 (DD: 1/7/2013 COB) 

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

Salvation Army
Store Open 6 days a week 
Mon.  Tue.  Thur.  Fri.  Sat.

Wed.   9 am - 4:30 pm

  Accepting 
Donations 

NO 
Truckloads

5th & Union Street  766-2470 

1 - 4:30 pm 

Worship Service
11:15 am Sunday

The Haines Borough will install 
three surveillance cameras at the 
Lutak and Port Chilkoot docks as 
part of a Department of Homeland 
Security grant requirement.

The resolution authorizing 
borough manager Mark Earnest 
to purchase the three cameras for 

A decades-old, leaking wooden 
water tank on Barnett Drive will 
be replaced by a new steel tank by 
next summer.

The Haines Borough Assembly 
recently authorized manager 
Mark Earnest to engage in a 
$538,000 construction contract 
with Southeast Road Builders 
for the completion of the project, 
which will include the removal 
and disposal of the existing 
pump station and foundation, 
installation and procurement of 
the new steel tank, and installation 
of a submersible mixer.

“What (the mixer) does is it 
keeps the water moving so it will 
keep it from freezing,” said public 
facilities director Carlos Jimenez.

The  t ank ,  wh ich  s to re s 
and serves water to residents 
connected to the borough water 
system, will hold 40,000 to 50,000 
more gallons than the old tank.

Haines Borough assembly 
members have received evaluation 
forms for manager Mark Earnest 
and will submit the completed 
forms to the mayor by Jan. 15.

The assembly will meet with 
Earnest as a committee of the 
whole on Jan. 22 to discuss 
the evaluations. The meeting 
typically occurs in executive 
session, meaning it is closed to 
the public, but Earnest can request 
it be held in the open. However, 
Earnest said he would in all 
likelihood not make that request.

“It allows for a more open 
exchange of  thoughts  and 
comments. It’s a moment for the 
manager and the manager’s boss, 
which is the assembly, to have a 
conversation,” Earnest said.

At  an assembly meeting 
Tuesday, attendee Paul Nelson 
inquired how the public can offer 
their input on Earnest’s contract 
extension.

“We do not have a procedure 
that allows for public participation 
in the manager’s evaluation 
any differently than any other 
comments...Public comments 
should be to the assembly for their 
Jan. 22 deliberations and so those 
comments should be to the clerk’s 
office no later than Jan. 16 at 10 
a.m.,” mayor Stephanie Scott said.

Assembly members are also 
in possession of the manager’s 
contract, which they will review. 
The committee will take action 
on Earnest’s contract extension 
during the Jan. 22 assembly 
meeting. 

Borough Digest

Barnett water
tank work set

The borough received two bids 
for the project, but decided to go 
with Southeast Road Builders 
because Pro-West Contractors, 
LLC quoted the project at 
$975,000.

Finding funding for the new 
tank has been a lengthy process, 
Jimenez said. Seventy percent 
of the cost will be covered by a 
municipal matching grant from 
the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, and the other 30 
percent will be paid with loan 
proceeds from the DEC’s Alaska 
Drinking Water Loan Fund.

Jimenez said construction 
should begin once the ground 

thaws and the foundation can be 
laid. The contract stipulates the 
project must be complete by the 
end of August.

Ferry land sale
deal finalized

$18,075 assures “the borough 
has not gone camera crazy” in its 
summary statement. 

Earnest said the comment was 
probably added due to an email 
that circulated among residents 
when the borough accepted the 
grant back in the spring of 2012. 
The email contained a 2006 
story about Dillingham, Alaska 
– population 2,400 – which 
installed 80 cameras around its 
town and port after receiving a 
similar Department of Homeland 
Security grant.  

“That email got sent around to 
people here around town, (with 
the implication) that that’s what 
we were doing almost. And it 
wasn’t anything like that. It was 
just a couple of cameras,” Earnest 
said.

“There are those that believe 
that cameras are just an intrusion 
on privacy. But in public places, 
as a society, we have come to 
recognize that that’s a part of 
today’s reality,” he added.

The grant requires the borough 
install one camera at each dock. 
Public facilities director Carlos 
Jimenez said the third camera 
will be installed at one of the two 
docks at a later date.

The cameras will not be under 
constant human surveillance, but 
will be recording and also can be 
viewed in real-time, Jimenez said. 
Who will be able to view the video 
is still up for discussion, Jimenez 
said. Harbor employees will have 
access, but officials with Delta 
Western and Alaska Marine Lines 
may as well, he said.

Schedule for
Earnest review

Three Haines Borough-owned 
parcels near the ferry terminal 
will be sold to state after months 
of price negotiations.

The state initially appraised 
the land and offered $302,000, 
but borough manager Mark 
Earnest said this sounded like a 
low-ball offer and brought in an 
independent appraiser.

“We contacted our attorney 
who worked with an appraiser...
and his values were appreciably 
higher than the appraiser that was 
contracted by the state DOT,” 
Earnest said.

The borough appraiser, who 
charged $12,000, said the land 
was worth about $360,000. The 
two finally agreed on $338,400.

“I felt we had done about as 
much as we could in terms of 
getting the values adjusted to what 
we felt was more appropriate. But 
I guess when both sides leave 
the process feeling a little bit 
unsatisfied I think we’ve probably 
struck the right number there,” 
Earnest said.

The state purchased the land 
as part of the ferry terminal 
improvement project, which will 
change the state-owned portion 
of the dock to a catwalk system. 
Instead of repairing a failed cell 
causing a sinkhole on the dock, 
the state decided to change the 
dock face and install new dolphins 
and catwalks to tie up the ships.

Construction starts in the fall. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS -- Left, more than 100 masked guests turned out for the KHNS 
Masquerade Ball at the Chilkat Center that featured three bands. At right, cousins Savanna and 
Saldie Wilson sing karaoke at a family event that drew dozens to to ANB Hall. Tom Morphet photos.  

STUMP COMPANYThe

you	do

the	ma
th

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord	Split	&	Delivered	
$650/5-cord	load	of	logs	delivered	(green)

For
update info, 

call the
Terminal

766-2111
Recording
766-2113

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Thur 10 2:30 pm No SKG
Fri 11 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 13 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 14 3:45 pm 5:15 pm
Wed 16 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Fri 18 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 20 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 21 10:45 am 12:15 pm
Wed 23 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Thur 24 2:15 pm No SKG
Fri 25 11:30 am 12:30 pm

Thur 10 No SKG 4:30 pm
Fri 11 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 13 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 14 10:15 pm 11:45 pm
Wed 16 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Fri 18 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 20 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 21 5:00 pm 6:30 pm
Wed 23 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Thur 24 No SKG 4:15pm

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

“Ponder ye in 
your hearts the grace 
and blessings of God 

and render thanks unto
Him at eventide and

at dawn.”

~Baha’u’llah

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer meeting 7 p.m.

Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0672

6th and Main

Downtown
Dalton City 
Fairgrounds
766-2779

OPEN 
Weekdays 

1 to 6 
Saturdays 
10  to 2

Beginning Knitting Class 
 Starting Tues. Jan.15  5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Beginning Sock Class
 Starting Wed. Jan. 16  5:30 - 7 p.m.

Crochet Classes Sat. 12 - 3 p.m. $5 

Upcoming Classes

Caroline’s Closet
NOW OPEN
Monday - Saturday

2 to 6 p.m.

Check out our weekly specials

Robin Grace     LCSW

Relational Psychotherapist 
Phone and skype might be 

an option for you
541 914 4914

Business Digest

 Liana Shull is now offering 
family, marriage and individual 
counseling services to adults 
and children through Intertidal 
Counseling Services, upstairs in 
Main Street’s Gateway Building. 

 Her office, #22, is next to the 
public health nurse office.

 Shull worked the previous four 
years as clinical program director 
for Lynn Canal Counseling.

 Shul l  sa id  she  offers  a 
confidential setting for clients 
who’d rather not seek counseling 
through an agency or are unable 
to use other services, increasing 
residents’ chances of getting “the 
right fit” for counseling services.

  A licensed clinical social 
worker with a master’s degree 
in social work, Shull holds a 
certificate in counseling for 
chemical  dependency.  Her 
offerings include mental health, 
substance abuse, trauma and 
family discord issues.

 Previous to moving to Haines, 
she worked with teens and 
younger children for Juneau 
Youth Services and AWARE.

 Shull said she has experience 
treating anxiety and depression 
and also can make referrals 
to other counseling agencies. 
“My plan is to get people to 
the resources they need. I work 
with SEARHC and Lynn Canal 
Counseling in terms of meeting 
my clients’ needs.”

 She also works closely with the 
medical clinic for medication and 
physical health issues.

 Shull accepts private insurance 
and offers a sliding scale. “To the 
best of my ability, I’ll work with 
people.”

 C a l l  3 1 4 - 0 5 9 4  f o r  a n 
appointment or consultation.

Counseling
office opens

 The Salvation Army thrift store 
has expanded hours and improved 
organization of items to better 

serve customers.
 Located on Union Street at 

Fifth Avenue, the store is now open 
1 to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday except Wednesdays, 
when opening time is 9 a.m.

 “I approach the store more 
from a retail standpoint than a 
wholesale garage sale type thing,” 
said Lt. David Kyle.

 Kyle said he’s more selective 
about what goes into the store. 
“Every week we lose one quarter 
of the store and replace it. We 
make sure we have space set aside 
for different uses.”

 The changing demands of a 
changing clientele means clothes 
are no longer left in heaps. “We 
have younger customers. They 
like to see the merchandise. Also, 
there are fire safety issues that 
need to be adhered to.”

 Kyle said he’s planning a 
big book sale in the spring, as 
he recently received a sizeable 
collection from the former college 
at the Covenant Life Center. “We 
got lots of books. We’re just going 
to put them all out and charge a 
nickel apiece to send them down 
the road.”

 Drop-offs are accepted during 
store hours only and must be in 
smaller amountd. “We’re not 
restricting anything, but I won’t 
take a truckload,” Kyle said. 
Salvation Army Haines has a 
Facebook page where he plans to 
provide more information about 
store offerings. “We’re making it 
more of a retail place than it was in 
the past. It’s all about awareness.”

  

A local website specialist is 
seeking to share his expertise with 
Haines artists interested in either 
breaking into the online market 
or increasing the effectiveness of 
their sites.

James Alborough of Bear 
Star Web Design will conduct 
a series of four, free one-hour 
classes through February. Each 
class will focus on a different 
element of web marketing such 
as search engine optimization, 
how to best use social media like 
Facebook, and website creation 
and maintenance.

“We’re giving artists a way of 
getting their work advertised and 
sold, and maybe they can get some 
money out of it,” Alborough said.

Debi Kennedy owns the Forget-
Me-Not Gallery in Fort Seward, 
where she sells her sterling silver 
jewelry, sculptures, and other 
crafts. Kennedy has a website for 
her business, but for some reason 
it isn’t getting the traffic she had 
hoped for, she said.

“You can get a wonderful 
website made, but getting those 
things to work well...that’s where 
the problem comes in for me. It’s 
so much more complicated than 
one would think, playing the game 
of Internet sales,” Kennedy said.

Kennedy said one of the things 
she is most interested in learning 
about is how to use Facebook to 
maintain connections between her 
business and customers.

“When tourists come into my 
shop over the summer, we start 
talking and talking. There’s a 
great connection, but how do I get 
it to stay?” she said.

Kennedy signed up for the class 
when she heard about it through 
Carol Tuynman, who organized 
the workshop. The project is a 
collaborative effort initiated by 
the Alaska Arts Confluence and 7 
Echoes Homestead.

Interested artists can sign up for 
the workshop at the library. Classes 
are limited to 15 participants. 

Thrift store
is changing

Classes focus
on websites

 A young cow moose that was 
reported trapped in a snare set for 
a wolf along the upper Chilkat 
River Jan. 3 was destroyed and 
donated to the Haines Volunteer 
Fire Department, said state trooper 
Ken VanSpronsen. 

 VanSpronsen said the state 
Fish  and Game biologis ts 
r ecommended  k i l l i ng  t he 
moose in the snare above Mule 
Meadows. “Based on their time 
and resources available, they 

wanted it dispatched rather than 
to take the money and time it 
would have taken to release it,” 
VanSpronsen said.

 It’s not unusual for moose to 
get tangled in the snares, which are 
set about 18 inches off the ground, 
he said. “Moose are inquisitive 
and they stick their heads in where 
they don’t belong. It happens quite 
a bit,” VanSpronsen said.

 Removing snares from moose 
typically requires tranquilizing 
the animals, as the cable loop 

cinches around the animal’s nose, 
becoming tighter as the moose 
tries to escape. “You literally have 
to get your hands around it.”

 Moose-proof  snares  are 
available but are not required by 
law, VanSpronsen said.

Also, three dogs became caught 
in traps set off FAA and Lily Lake 
roads and at Porcupine in recent 
weeks. 

Dogs may be straying off roads 
and packed trails in part because 
of a relatively light snow load, 
wildlife officials said this week.

The state recommends trappers 
set traps away from densely 
populated areas. 

Moose, dogs entangled in traps
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The Thunderbird Motel was demolished; a veterans’ home is planned for the site.

Air Excursions
Alaska Fjordlines, Inc.
Alaska Power & Telephone 
Alaskan Liquor Store
The Babbling Book
Bamboo Room
Bigfoot Auto Service, Inc.
Canal Marine & Crew  
Captain’s Choice Motel
Caroline’s Closet
Chilkat Guides
Chilkat Valley News
Chilkat Restaurant & Bakery
First National Bank Alaska

Fort Seward Bed & Breakfast
Haines Borough School Board
Haines Cable TV/Radio Shack
Haines Home Building Supply
Haines Quick Shop & 
   Outfi tter Sporting Goods
Haines Propane
Howsers IGA Supermarket
King’s Store
Lighthouse Restaurant &
   Harbor Bar
Lynn Canal Counseling
Lutak Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Mike’s Bikes & Boards 

Miles Furniture
Mountain Market and Café
Olerud’s Market Center
The Parts Place
Sockeye Cycle 
Southeast Road Builders
State Farm Insurance - 
      Malia Hayward 
Stanford Masonry & Carpentry
Stickler Construction Company
The Travel Connection
Turner Construction
Wolverine Ready Mix

Proudly Supporting the Haines Dolphins

Good Luck, Swimmers!
Winter Games North in Haines

January 18 -19 - 20
Age Group Champs, Kodiak  February 22 - 24

Spring SE Champs, Ketchikan  April 5 - 7
Junior Olympics, Anchorage  April 25 - 28

 Yukon Invitational, Whitehorse  April 27 - 28

Proceeds from this school booster series benefi t school activities and a graduation scholarship. Thank you to these businesses for their support.

2012 / 2013
Haines Dolphins Swim Team

Back Row: Brennan Palmieri, Haley Sweet-Cushing, Jasper Posey, Kamakana Kanahele, Payson Clark, Keva Shull, Madeline Andriesen, Rebekah Green
3rd Row: Zander Willard, Karl Gillham, Eric Gillham, Haley Boron, Hannah Boron, Lydia Andriesen, Emma Gillham, Elena Saunders, Naomi Green, 
Skye Posey
2nd Row: Jackson Long, Rio Ross-Hirsh, Sierra Clark
Front Row: Sanona Sundberg, Teya Silkman, Leo Wald, Rylee Tonsgard, Griffi n Culbeck, Lucia Chapell, Sally Chapell, Hannah VanSpronsen
Not pictured: Sadie Anderson, Maya Feldman, Kayliegh Fisher, Siyel Galindo-George, Alex Hotch, Steven Hotch, Jonathan Shaw, Keegan Sundberg, 
Megan Whitermore, Atlin Zahnow, Tulsi Zahnow
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Sloan a key volunteer at church 

Jolie Brewster and Mugs

Pat Sloan

CALL COLDWELL BANKER
In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert

766-3511 or 321-3512
Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com

Making Real Estate Real Easy. 	Call	(907)789-0555
	Fax	(907)789-8460
2103	N.	Jordan	Ave
	Juneau,	AK	99801

WINTER HOURS 
8 am to 5 pm 
Mon  - Sat.

The Helpful Hardware Crew

   Harbor Bar  

January Hours  
        Mon & Tue open 4 pm           
 Wed, Thur, Fri & Sat open 6 pm

    World Tavern Poker 
             Wed, Fri, Sat - 7 & 10 pm

              Karaoke Thursday - 9 pm

        Closed for the season

close 9 p.m. 
(or later)

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

Alaska Power & Telephone
Inviting Haines residents to 

experience DSL at a whole new level.
4Mb! Call 766-6500.

Klukwan School

9th Grade
Destinee Cowart
Matthew Green
Kai Hays
Corinna Hill
Bailey Stuart
Kayley Swinton

10th Grade
Zayla Asquith-Heinz
Jennie Humphrey
Lindsey Jobbins
Keegan Sundberg
Paige Winge

11th Grade
Serena Badgley
Polly Bryant
Chevy Fowler
Ezekiel Frank
Rebekah Green
Libby Jacobson
Justice Jensen
Isobel Smith
Chris Turner
Eli White
Isaac Wing

12th Grade
Brandon Bachman
Riley Erekson
Jess Giddings
Patrick Henderson
Royal Henderson
Tia Heywood
Karissa Land
Rosemary Martin
Corey Piper
James Thomsen
Alisha Young

Second Quarter 2012 / 2013

8th Grade
Madeline Andriesen
Gabrielle Galinski
Mori Hays
Mikayla Kauffman
Faith Lockhart
Dylan Palmieri
Bozhi Sebens
Jonathan Shaw
Alison Stuart
Olivia Wing

7th Grade
Brittney Bradford
Makayla Crager
Martin Fowler
Dalton Klinger
Keegan Palmieri
Garrett Ripley
Hudson Sage
Dylan Swinton
Nicholos Wilde
Tulsi Zahnow

Danielle Dallmann
Joseph Lamberty 
Ashley Williamson
Rodney Williamson

Home School
Skye Posey
Gabrielle St. Clair

6th Grade
Liliana Benassi
Matthew Earnest
Marissa Haddock 
Natalie Humphrey-Kauffman
Tailer Olsson 
Baylor Perry
Cole Ripley
Tiaya Ruggirello
Elena Saunders
Haley Sweet-Cushing
Sheeshao White
Aurora Wilde

 Resident Vivian Lou “Pat” 
Sloan died at Alaska Regional 
Hospi ta l  in  Anchorage on 
Saturday, Jan. 5. She was 89.

 Sloan was born in  Fort 
Thomas, Ky., on April 21, 1923, 
to the late William and Anna 
Hockenberry. She married the late 
Fred Sloan in 1941 and moved 
to Juneau in 1950 where they 
managed the Fosbee Apartments 
for 10 years. 

 They also lived in other 
locations around Alaska as Fred 
Sloan worked as an engineer on 
government construction projects, 
friends said this week. In 1975 
they moved to Haines.

 Pat Sloan was a charter 
member of Alaska Pioneers; a 
member of Catholic Daughters 
of America, the Cathedral of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Juneau, and the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Haines. 

 Friend Ramona Martin this 
week said Sloan served for 
decades as a key volunteer at 
Sacred Heart, including caring 
for vestments and linens requiring 

the drier.”
 “She was a lovely lady. She was 

very generous, very thoughtful 
and very traditional. She believed 
in sending thank-you cards. She 
held dearly to that,” McDermaid 
said.

 Sloan made it a point to keep up 
old friendships, gave generously 
at community auctions and for 
years brought the main dish to 
church potlucks, she said.

 Longtime church member 
Dick Flegel said Sloan’s chili 
relleno was famous at church 
gatherings. The recipe for it she 
shared with him only on the 
condition that he not bring his 
version to events where she was 
bringing hers, Flegel said.

 One of Sloan’s favorite hobbies 
was to share her handmade knit 
and crocheted items with family 
and friends.

 Sloan is survived by her 
three children: Jodie Clarke of 
Anchorage, Fred Sloan, Jr. and 
wife Nancy of Haines, and Janet 
O’Malley and husband Joe of 
Juneau.  

 She is  also survived by 
five granddaughters, six great-
grandchildren and several nieces, 
as well as by companion Ed 
Fabeck and friends Ted Vadman, 
Marge Haag, Darlene Tyson and 
Jan Burke. 

 Donations in Sloan’s memory 
can be made to Haines Volunteer 
Fire Department, P.O. Box 849, 
Haines, 99827.

 Funeral arrangements are 
pending.

special handling.
 “She did every job at the 

church for years. She was always 
there, doing what needed to be 
done, and having the priest out for 
dinner or breakfast or whatever. 
It was very time-consuming,” 
Martin said. “You wouldn’t see 
her. She stayed in the background 
and did her thing. She was just 
always there.”

 Sloan was also a benefactor to 
many local residents and charities 
in the Haines community, family 
members said. 

 “She was my very first, regular 
customer. She helped me buy the 
shop and encouraged me to do 
so,” said Hair Shop owner Judith 
McDermaid. “She had the first 
appointment on Friday every 
week and said the rosary under 

 Jolie Brewster, a reclusive 
former waitress and dog trainer 
who lived in Haines 18 years, 
died last weekend at her Dusty 
Trails apartment of undetermined 
causes. She was 75.

 The few people in town who 
knew her this week described 
her as a kind, religious woman 
who was attached to her English 
bulldog, Mugs.

 “He was her lap dog. That 
big mutt would sit in her lap and 
you wouldn’t even see her,” said 
Kevin Shove, who delivered 
groceries to her and found the dog 
for her about a decade ago.

 Her best friends in Haines 
said Brewster did not maintain a 
relationship with family members, 
including a daughter in California 
and a son in the Lower 48. Besides 
a birth certificate dated July 24, 
1937 in Wichita, Kansas, they 
knew little of the life she led 
before moving here with family 
in 1995. 

 Mike Howard said he’d met 
Brewster in 1990 through her late 
son, Paul Spier, when the family 
was living in Sky Valley, about 
20 miles east of Palm Springs. 
Spier and wife Shonya brought 
Brewster and their two children 
north, taking up residence near 
3 Mile Mosquito Lake Road and 
raising Irish wolf hounds, he said.

 When the family moved south, 
Brewster stayed here, taking an 
apartment downtown. Brewster 
rarely stepped outside. Howard, 
Shove and others would deliver 
her groceries and take Mugs for 
walks. “I’d take her out once a 
year for her doctor’s appointment 

and check-up,” Howard said.
 Howard said Brewster ’s 

reclusiveness may have partly 
stemmed from a glaucoma 
condition that blinded her in the 
early 1990s. She regained some 
sight after treatment. 

 Howard said Brewster worked 
in California as a waitress and 
once trained horses and raised  
Doberman pinchers. In Alaska, 
Brewster filled about 50 notebooks 
about her “walk with God and 
Jesus Christ” that he dubbed “The 
Book of Jolie.” She also made 
pencil and charcoal sketches of 
Old West scenes, knitted and 
made tapestries, he said.

 Howard said he last visited 
Brewster Thursday, when she 
appeared to be suffering from 
chest pains. She had only recently 
applied for home health care, he 
said. “God just took her home. 
That’s all.” A graveside service 
was set for Wednesday at Jones 
Point, said Howard, who was 
building her coffin Tuesday.

 Brewster doted on her animals 
but didn’t speak much of her life 
in the Lower 48, he said. 

 Dusty Trails manager Jessica 
Rettinger said Brewster was 
upbeat when she visited. “She 
talked about her son (Paul) the 
most. That was most important 
thing in her life, and her dog. 
When I’d go to see her, she always 
had something inspirational or 
uplifting to say. She was a really 
neat person, but she rarely left her 
apartment.”

 Howard said Brewster is 
survived by daughter Rhonda 
Brown of Vista, Calif., son David, 
whereabouts unknown, and three 
granddaughters in Lake City, Fla. 
She was preceded in death by son 
Paul Spier.

Oriental Medicine Treats
• Trauma & Injuries
• Colds & Flu
• Headaches, and more Len Feldman, M.D.

Family Doctor
Office Closed

Dec. 6th - Jan. 21st

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

Brewster led solitary
life, except for pet dog
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DULY from page 2

Police Report

Walker III also have sons John 
IV, Malachi and Danny.

 C.J. Jones notched another 
summit last fall in her quest to 
top the tallest points in all 50 
of the United States. She joined 
Jim Phillips for a hike up New 
York’s Mount Marcy, a 5,343-
foot peak in the Adirondack 
High Peaks region near the town 
of Keene. Phillips and Jones 
were students in a Wilderness 
Advanced Life Support class 
offered in Haines last year. While 
in the Adirondacks, Jones returned 
to nearby Lake Placid, where she 
had attended the 1980 Winter 
Olympic Games. The Olympiad 
is famous for the “Miracle on Ice” 
victory of an amateur U.S. hockey 
team over the Soviet Union, but 
Jones said she best remembered 

Monday, Jan. 7
 A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  a n 
unattended truck parked on 
Second Avenue sliding on the 
ice and rotating up onto the 
sidewalk. Police contacted the 
owner, who moved the truck.
 Police supervised a man 
as he col lected personal 
belongings from his residence 
on Fourth Avenue. The man 
and his wife are involved in an 
ongoing domestic violence case.
 A civil suit regarding unpaid 
rent was received by police to be 
served on a tenant in the Eagle’s 
Nest trailer park.
 A caller reported a flashlight-
wielding intruder in an absent 
neighbor’s home in the Young 
Road area. Police responded 
and concluded an authorized 
yoga class was occurring and 
the neighbor had seen someone 
wearing a headlamp.
 A  S m a l l  Tr a c t s  R o a d 
resident reported loud noises 
sounding like something being 
ripped apart on his property. 
Police responded and found a 
neighboring business using a 
backhoe.
Sunday, Jan. 6
 A caller reported loud music 
on Mount Riley Road around 
12:30 a.m. A group of people 
were partying outside. Police 
responded and the party-goers 
promised to turn the music 
down.
 A Beach Road resident 
reported smoke in the area. 
Fire volunteers responded, 
and discovered another area 
resident was burning brush.
 Police arrested a man on 
domestic violence charges at 
a Fourth Avenue residence. 
The man’s wife called to report 
she had been assaulted. Police 
arrived and attempted to contact 
the man, who tried to move to 
the back of the residence where 
officers thought he might have 
a gun. Police used a Taser to 
subdue the man, who spent the 
night in jail.
 A Mathias Avenue resident 
repor ted intruders entering 
her downstairs apartment and 
stealing things. Police advised 
they would perform extra patrols. 
Saturday, Jan. 5
 An earthquake was felt in 
Haines and a tsunami warning 
issued for  the Southeast 
Alaska coastline. The assistant 
harbormaster and fire chief went 
down to the harbor to observe 
wave activity.
 Fire department personnel 
responded to a Small Tracts 
Road residence that had two 
sounding carbon monoxide 
alarms.
 A caregiver reported a woman 
on hospice care living in the 
Dusty Trails apartment complex 
had died.
 A caller reported a reckless 
driver swerving near Allen 
Road and Haines Highway. 
Troopers located the vehicle and 

determined the driver was not 
impaired.
 Traffic stops resulted in four 
citations for failure to provide 
proof of insurance and expired 
registration, and four verbal 
warnings for no headlight, 
no taillight, defective muffler, 
reckless driving and excessive 
speed.
Friday, Jan. 4
 Police assisted with a vehicle 
that had slid into a ditch on Mud 
Bay Road. A friend of the driver 
pulled the vehicle out.
 An officer on patrol observed 
an open door at a residence on 
Deishu Drive. Police contacted 
the owner and determined the 
wind had blown open the door.
 A called reported a plow truck 
had slid into a ditch on Small 
Tracts Road. Police assisted 
with traffic control while the plow 
truck was removed.
 A caller with a protective 
order against her requested 
assistance retrieving personal 
belongings from a residence in 
town. Police did not assist, as 
they had already escorted her 
to the residence once.
 A Mathias Avenue resident 
requested police investigate for 
a possible intruder. Police found 
nothing suspicious.
 A vehicle accident occurred in 
the parking lot of the Dusty Trails 
apartment complex. No report 
was filed.
 A traffic stop resulted in a 
verbal warning for a defective 
headlight.
Thursday, Jan. 3
 A caller reported water on 
Main Street resulting from a leak 
of some sort. Public works was 
aware of the issue.
 Troopers responded to a call 
at 18 Mile Haines Highway for 
a moose that had been caught 
in a snare and killed. A charity 
responded to collect the moose.
A caller reported hearing yelling 
and loud noises at a residence 
in the upper Young Road area 
and said it was an ongoing 
occurrence. Police responded 
and contacted residents, but 
found nothing amiss.
 Traffic stops resulted in two 
citations for driving without 
a valid license and failure to 
provide proof of insurance, and 
three verbal warnings for lack 
of registration, failure to provide 
proof of insurance and driving 
outside the lane.
Wednesday, Jan. 2
 A Main Street business owner 
reported a male customer had 
called and threatened her over a 
dispute concerning his bill. The 
man claimed to have paid the 
bill, but the business owner had 
no record of the transaction. The 
incident was recorded.
 A caller in the Highland Drive 
and Muncaster Road area 
reported a constant low hum. 
Police determined the noise to 
be a neighbor’s lights.
 Traffic stops resulted in two 

verbal warnings for a defective 
taillight and negligent driving.
Tuesday, Jan. 1
 A caller in the Eagle’s Nest 
trailer park reported hearing 
gunshots nearby. Police were 
unable to locate the source of 
the sounds.
 A vehicle slid off the road 
and into the snow on Mud Bay 
Road.  The driver was able to get 
assistance from a friend.
 A caller reported the stretch 
of highway between Klukwan 
and 10 Mile Haines Highway 
was extremely icy and requested 
sanding. State road crews were 
advised.
 Traffic stops resulted in 
verbal warnings for failure to 
stop at a stop sign, expired 
registration, defective taillight 
and no headlight.
Monday, Dec. 31
 Police assisted a vehicle 
owner whose car broke down at 
4 Mile Haines Highway. The car 
was towed.
 A caller on Comstock Road 
and Allen Road reported hearing 
fireworks. Police responded but 
found no evidence of fireworks.
 Traffic stops resulted in two 
verbal warnings for expired 
registration.
Sunday, Dec. 30
 A woman reported someone 
had hit her vehicle causing what 
she estimated to be $1,500 
in damages. She believed the 
incident occurred while she was 
parked on Main Street. Police 
filed a hit-and-run report.
 An anonymous caller reported 
a juvenile female’s intention of 
attending a drinking party with 
her boyfriend and no chaperone. 
The caller could not provide a 
location.
 Traffic stops resulted in two 
verbal warnings for failure to stop 
at a stop sign and exceeding 
posted speed.
Saturday, Dec. 29
 A man requested assistance 
accessing a residence where he 
was staying on Lynnview Drive. 
He was advised police would 
not be able to assist. The man 
stated he would be talking to the 
Legislature about the incident.
 A caller reported seeing a 
woman pick up a child and “slam” 
her down on the pavement 
on Fourth Avenue. The child 
was crying. Police responded 
and later located the woman, 
but determined there was no 
wrongdoing.
 A man requested police 
respond to his Small Tracts 
Road residence regarding a 
domestic dispute. The man had 
gotten into an argument with a 
woman, but by the time police 
responded, the woman had 
left. Police advised the caller to  
obtain a protective order.
 Traffic stops resulted in two 
verbal warnings for failure to 
come to a complete stop at a 
stop sign.

Friday, Dec. 28
 A woman reported observing 
unusual lights in the sky over 
Fort Seward. An officer on patrol 
had seen similar strange lights 
and upon investigating learned 
people were releasing Chinese 
lanterns.
 A Main Street business owner 
reported a vehicle parked more 
than an hour in a one-hour 
parking spot. Police located the 
owner, who moved the vehicle.
 Traffic stops resulted in 
two citations for driving with 
a revoked license and failure 
to provide proof of insurance 
and three verbal warnings for a 
defective taillight and failure to 
stop at a stop sign.
Thursday, Dec. 27
 A caller reported a large 
tanker truck parked on the 
highway, creating a traffic hazard 
in front of Delta Western. The 
truck moved by the time police 
responded.
 A resident reported hearing 
two gunshots in the area of 
Lynnview Drive and Young Road. 
Police patrolled the area but 
heard no further shots.
 Traffic stops resulted in verbal 
warnings for expired registration 
and no headlight.
Wednesday, Dec. 26
 A caller on Comstock Road 
and Allen Road requested sand 
be put down. State road crews 
were notified.
 A resident at a local motel 
reported someone had damaged 
his car’s bumper in the motel 
parking lot. Police filed an 
accident report.
 A caller reported 15 rounds of 
fireworks sounding from the Fort 
Seward area. Police responded 
but found no fireworks.
 Traffic stops resulted in 11 
verbal warnings for failure to 
come to a complete stop at a 
stop sign.
Tuesday, Dec. 25
 A caller reported hearing a 
gunshot in the area of Lynnview 
Drive and Union Street. Police 
patrolled the area but heard no 
further gunshots.
Monday, Dec. 24
 A caller reported litter on 
Mud Bay Road near the drinking 
water spring. Police responded 
but found no trash.
 A vehicle backed into a 
parked vehicle causing minor 
damage in a parking lot at Third 
Avenue and Haines Highway. 
Police completed a report.
 A woman reported a violation 
of a protective order when a man 
texted a blank text to her phone. 
Police investigated, and the man 
reported the text was accidental.
Sunday, Dec. 23
 A man locked himself out of 
his rental car on Mud Bay Road 
and requested assistance. He 
was later able to contact the 
rental company to assist with 
unlocking the car.
 Several cal lers on Mud 

Bay Road near Letnikof Cove 
repor ted a man cutt ing a 
tree and leaving debris in the 
roadway. Police forwarded the 
call to troopers.
 A n  a n o ny m o u s  c a l l e r 
reported a drunk driver in the 
Mosquito Lake vicinity. The call 
was forwarded to troopers.
Saturday, Dec. 22
 A citizen reported a vehicle ran 
a stop sign and was disturbing 
the peace near Second Avenue 
and Haines Highway. An officer 
could not locate the vehicle.
 Two vehicles were reported 
broken down on Third Avenue 
and Haines Highway. One 
vehicle had stopped to help the 
other and both moved on.
Friday, Dec. 21
 A caller reported a neighbor’s 
roof tin was being blown off by 
the wind and that he was going 
to attempt to have it replaced as 
she is out of town.
 A caller on Deishu Drive 
reported a neighbor’s motion 
detection light was blinking on 
and off. Police investigated but 
found nothing amiss.
Thursday, Dec. 20
 A borough plow truck hit a 
parked car in the Fort Seward 
area and caused damage in 
excess of $500. No citations 
were issued and a report was 
filed.
 A dead moose was reported 
at 24 Mile Haines Highway, 
apparently killed by a vehicle. 
The meat was salvaged for a 
charity. 
   A suspected drunk driver 
was reported on Small Tracts 
Road, stepping on his brakes 
repeatedly. Police couldn’t locate 
the driver.
Wednesday, Dec. 19
 Police assisted a female 
driver in the post office parking 
lot whose car’s locks and doors 
had frozen shut with the engine 
running.
 A caller complained snow 
berms being de l iberate ly 
deposited in front of a Main 
Street business driveway. She 
was advised plows do not clear 
berms from driveways. State 
road crews were advised.
Tuesday, Dec. 18
 A juvenile was repor ted 
missing but was located within 
15 minutes by the guardian.
 A parent requested a welfare 
check on her daughter who had 
not shown up at school. Police 
determined the daughter was 
fine but had stayed home sick.
A ministerial adviser requested 
a welfare check on a client who 
did not answer the door. Police 
contacted the client, who had 
been in the shower.
 Dispatch received 27 medical 
calls and four canine calls.

ski jumping. “You could see that 
for free.” Jones has about 10 peaks 
remaining to become a “high 
pointer.” She bagged highest 
points in Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota last spring. Jones 
said other trip highlights were 
her grandmother’s 99th birthday 
in Farmington, Maine, and a 
visit with former residents Jim 
and Kathy Hibbard in Pompton 
Plains, N.J.   

  A m e r i c a n  B a l d  E a g l e 
Foundation operations manager 
Cheryl McRoberts  said 30 
wall tiles have been sold at the 
foundation to fund creation of the 
totems at the foundation entrance. 
Tiles cost  $100. For more 
information, contact McRoberts 
at 766-3094.

“The LORD is a refuge for 
the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
907-766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Psalm 9:9
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FOR SALE: J&D Mini Storage 
on Small Tracts - A great 
inves tment  oppor tun i ty. 
$600,000. Call Dan Harrington, 
(805) 559-0198.

UP IN SMOKE FIREWOOD 
SALE: $220/cord split and 
delivered. 767-5455. (50cb)

Need a Push Up Bra for your 
eyebrows?  Buckshot & Bobby 
Pins 221 Main St.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE on Main 
Street for lease (former office 
of Rep. Thomas) 298 sq. ft. 
suitable for professional or 
craft retail. Available February 
1, 2013.  $596 + tax/month.  
Contact Debra 766-2827. 
(50cb) 

FOR SALE: 800 LF TK KD T&G 
1x6 AK yellow cedar, $1,300. 
907-314-0860. (46cb)  

FOR RENT: Two units: 2 bedroom 
apartments with garage. $850 
and $950/month.767-5564 or 
(503) 501-8804. (44b)

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantities. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311. 

WHILE THE CAT’S AWAY, THE 
MOUSE WILL PLAY!  Leslie’s 
minding the shop and she’s 
having a SALE!  Buckshot & 
Bobby Pins 766-2450

Health Educator I 
Haines/Klukwan, .5 FTE and 
benefited. Salary $18.64/hour 
on up DOE. This position works 
as a member of the SEARHC 
health promotion / diabetes team 
to plan, implement and evaluate 
health education strategies, 
interventions and programs. 
These services are provided to 
individuals, small groups, and 
communities in the SEARHC 
region as part of the Community 
Health Services Division.  See 
more information at www.searhc.
org. Apply online or download 
an application and submit it to 
SEARHC Human Resources, 
222 Tongass Drive, Sitka, AK 
99835. Phone 907.966.8311. Fax 
907.966.8404. Preference given 
to Alaskan Natives/American 
Indians who meet the baseline 

Un-Classified Ads BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

  ’






 










moose horn laundry
open

7 am - 9 pm
7 days a week 

314-0984
Mile 1 haines Highway

Double, Triple & 
50 lb Loads

Clean 
Showers

Community Waste Solutions
• One-Bag Recycling
• Composting
• Curbside Collection
• Self-Haul
• Const. /Demo. Disposal
• Septic Pump Out

                      End of FAA Road  766-2736
    www.communitywastesolutions.com

OPEN 
10-3  M-S

requirements. Visit us and apply. 

POSITION VACANCY
HAINES BOROUGH

MECHANIC-OPERATOR

FT. Minimum Qualif ications: 
HS Diploma or equiv; AK-CDL; 
journeyman diesel mechanic; 
two years exp in heavy-duty 
mechanics; exp operating heavy 
equip. Starting wage: $19.57-
22.59 per hr DOE. Excellent union 
benefits. Get job desc & required 
borough app from the Clerk, 103 
E. 3rd Ave, Haines, 766-2231 ext 
31, jcozzi@hainesalaska.gov. App 
deadline: 5 pm, Monday 1/16/13, 
or thereafter until filled. EOE. Apps 
are public record.

Posted 12/11/12
Julie Cozzi, MMC, 

Borough Clerk (50,1b)

Senior 1 Bedroom Unfurnished 
Apartment at St. Lucy’s Senior 
Living. Utilities included. Must 
be age 62 and low-income 
(less than $24,900 for one 
person household). Rent is 
calculated at 30% of income. If 
interested, obtain application 
by calling 766-3616. St. Lucy’s 
Senior Living provides housing 
services without regard to race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, familial status, physical 
handicap or disability. (1b)

HAINES BOROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICE

Haines Borough Planning 
Commission 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
 

At 6:30 p.m., on Thursday, 
January 17, 2013 ,  in  the 
Assembly Chambers at the 
Public Safety Building, a public 
hearing is scheduled for the 
following:
 
Applicant: Bigfoot Auto Service 
(Paul Nelson)
Location:  987 Haines Highway
Z o n i n g :  I n d u s t r i a l  L i g h t 
Commercial
Public Hearing Item: Conditional 
Use proposal  to a l low the 
construction of a canopy over an 
existing gas pump island to be 
built within Haines Borough Code 
requirement of a 15’ separation 
from an adjacent building.
 

Posted 01/04/13
Xi Cui “Tracy”

Haines Borough P & Z Tech III

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mobility Management Office
will hear comments from the 
general public, private for-profit, 
private non-profit and public 
transportation providers relating to 
the Haines Borough Coordinated 
Transportation Plan Update and 
the prioritized list of funding 
projects on Tuesday, January 15 
at 1 p.m. at the Haines Senior 
Center, Call Kristy Legassie for 
further information at 314-0223.

HEIDI ROBICHAUD, LCSW
SUPPORTING EMOTIONAL

           FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES  
                 303-0010

Medicare & Private Insurance

 WELL BEING  

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049
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HERTZ from page 1

SCHEELE from page 1

Subscribe to the 
CHILKAT VALLEY NEWS

Local subscriptions $44.31
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WELCOME to the 44th Annual 
 Chilkat Snowburners’

ALCAN
200

Weekend Road Rally
Fri. Jan. 18 Fogcutter Bar

Registration, 5:30 pm
Calcutta Auction, 6:30 pm

Sat. Jan. 19 Road Rally
Race starts 10 am AST 42 Mile Haines Hwy

Awards Ceremony & Dinner
6:30 pm American Legion, Public is invited

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Alaska Power & Telephone

Haines Borough
Lila Young in memory of Ron

Bloom Enterprises, Fairbanks
Delta Western

Northern Construction
Northern Power Sports, Fairbanks

NuWay Crushing, Whitehorse
Olerud’s Market Center, Alaska Sport  

Shop, Southeast Roadbuilders
Yukon Yamaha, Whitehorse

SILVER SPONSORS
 Fogcutter Bar • Howser’s IGA • Irving Construction, Whitehorse 

K & L Distributors  •  Outfitter Sporting Goods & Liquor
Snap On Tools, Whitehorse  

     BRONZE SPONSORS        .
Bamboo Room/Pioneer Bar             
Bigfoot Auto                  
Canal Marine       
Captain’s Choice Motel                  
Chilkat Valley News       
Chilkat River Adventures     

For more information, call 766-2050 or see our website: www.alcan200.org

OVERALL GUARANTEED PRIZE MONEY:
1st Overall: $1,000 • 2nd Overall: $750 • 3rd Overall: $500    

Fastest Local Guaranteed: $200
Rookie of the Year Guaranteed: $500 

Jeff Peade Oldest Sled Memorial: $500. 	

GOLD SPONSORS

Uglys of  Haines will be giving the fi rst 
fi ve Haines Residents to sign up for the Alcan $200.

Eagles Nest Motel
Filthy Rentals                 
Frozen Alaska                
Hurlburt Enterprises 
The Parts Place                             
Radio Shack/ ED & D      
Ron’s Small Engines

Southeast Sledheads                  
Stitch ‘Em Up Designs    
Storage and Warehouse 
Tlingit Ink Designs                       
Turner Construction     
Uglys of Haines Social Club
33 Mile Roadhouse

those donkeys could bite.”   
 Scenes in the book include 

being saved from electrocution 
by a horse he was riding after 
foolishly touching two electrical 
lines in an attempt to impress a 
date, and a moment of teenage 
gunplay when he was spared from 
a shotgun blast at close range 
when a friend pulled a trigger – 
but the shell didn’t discharge.

 Some of the stories not in 
the book include being below 
decks on a Navy ship when a 
fire threatened to explode the 
vessel’s boilers, and being shot 
in the head at age 7 while tossing 
aloft bottles for an older brother 
who was firing at them with a .22 
rifle. “I thought I was bulletproof 
growing up. One day my brother 
shot me in the head and I found 
out I wasn’t bulletproof,” Hertz 
said in an interview.

 That some remarkable stories 
get only a cursory mention in the 
book were decisions by an editor, 
who pared Hertz’s 250,000-word 
manuscript to 60,000 words. 

 Hertz said some friends and 
family are disappointed he wrote 
a religious book, but he said he 
couldn’t write any other kind. 
God saved him, literally and 
figuratively, Hertz said, and he’s 
hoping the book can save others. 
“People need to know what’s 
inside this book,” he said. “I want 
to go to heaven and take as many 
people with me as I can.”

 Hertz was raised Catholic 
and aspired to the priesthood at 
a young age, but his religious 
study started in earnest after being 
crushed by a falling tree while 
logging near Mosquito Lake in 
mid-December, 1964. “I wore the 
Bible out,” he said.

 In that accident, Hertz said he 
left his body and looked down 
from above as other loggers, 
including buddy Pat Sullivan, 
gathered around him. “All the 
guys came over to look at me. 
Nobody knew what to do. Nobody 
knew CPR back then. Pat said, 
‘He’s dead. I’m going back to 
work.’”

 “Where I  was was very 
peaceful. I had complete peace 
with everything. It was amazing. I 
didn’t want to come back. I didn’t 
even think about my wife. I was 
kind of shameful about that,” 
Hertz said.

 He describes “laying” back 
into his body, as the pain of his 
injuries moved upward from his 
feet. With no clinic in Haines and 
his wife eight months pregnant 
with their first child, Hertz didn’t 
worry much about his injuries. 
Juneau doctors became alarmed 
when he kept lying down in his 
pregnant wife’s hospital bed.

  A spinal fracture was diagnosed 
when he was admitted to a Seattle 
hospital in February. “They said, 
‘How’d you get in here?’ I said, 
‘I walked in.’ They said, ‘You’ve 
got a broken back.’ I said, ‘I knew 
something was wrong.’”

 For 10 years, Hertz lived with 
a fused spine and a drug regimen 
he said made him sick. When the 
fusion failed, he quit the drugs 
and started hanging upside down 
and taking dunks in Lynn Canal 
to ease the pain. He built up his 
abdominal muscles to support 
his torso and sometimes gives 
demonstrations of fingertip push-
ups.

 He said he “pretty much” has 
his chronic pain under control. He 
runs and lifts weights to keep his 

back limber. “When I’m feeling 
fragile I can feel I need to hang 
for a while.”

 Besides his own recovery, Hertz 
finds God in a lot of places. His 
book recounts helping others find 
God in their personal struggles, 
including through a prayer group 
that meets regularly in the back of 
the Pioneer Bar. A prayer circle, 
he wrote, helped Haines High 
School secure a second state 
basketball championship in 2010. 
Star player Kyle Fossman made 
two remarkable steals in the final 
seconds of the game to ice the 
victory.

 “Some might call it a miracle. 
Once again for me, God confirmed 
he answers prayers of every kind,” 
Hertz wrote.

  The exorcism he describes – 
performed with a former Catholic 
priest – was of a local woman 
distraught after the death of a 
daughter. “We have the authority 
to cast out demons. A lot of 
Christians are miserable because 
they don’t do it. They live with 
crap.”

 Besides religion, Hertz’s book 
describes athletics and outdoor 
recreation as an inspiration 
in his life, and the life of his 
family. Daughter Mary Hertz 
holds several Haines High School 
basketball records.

 “I don’t want to be sitting in 
a doctor’s office in my old age. I 
won’t do that. It’s a great life, but 
you have to do things. I’m going 
to die with my boots on,” Hertz 
said in the interview.

   

short of Haines. “The best teacher 
I ever had was (Haines High 
School science teacher) Mark 
Fontenot,” Scheele says, and she 
includes college and graduate 
school in her tally. “His classes 
were fascinating.”  

 Scheele has had encouraging 
teachers but working in a field that 
combines science, engineering 
and construction can be daunting 
for a woman, she said. While 
studying she would apply for 
grant funding to attend alternative 
energy conferences. “There would 
be about three women in the 
room,” she recalls. “You have 
to be strong and know your own 
strength.”

 Newly arrived in Austin and 
with the economy in tatters, 
Scheele didn’t send out resumes 
and wait for a phone call. “If you 
are not going to go for it,” she 
says, “why even bother?” She 
researched the renewable energy 
field and narrowed her choices 
down to two companies that 
looked attractive.

 “It was time for me put all the 
pieces together. When I look back, 
now, I can see that everything 
I had done, it was all building 
blocks.” From the degree in 
environmental sciences with a 
focus on alternative energy, to 
the unpaid internships she had 
taken at a solar energy company 
in Montana. From the surveying 
work she had done in the summers 
for her father, to her logistics and 
permitting experience in Nome. 

 “Even the job I once had 
manag ing  a  res tauran t  in 
Nashville, which was off my 
path, but was where I learned how 
to think on my feet and to make 
decisions in a very fast-paced 
environment... It all fits together 
in terms of where I am now.” 

 She put all the diverse pieces 
of her resume together into a 
portfolio and walked them over 
to the two companies she had 
chosen. She bluffed her way 
through security at the first place 
and got a job at the second. The 
boss was so impressed by her 
chutzpah and resume, she hired 
Scheele pretty much on the spot.  

 Cielo Wind Power, where 
Scheele is development program 
manager, is a privately held 
company that develops wind 
energy generation facilities. “It’s 
extremely exciting to see the 
turbines spinning, generating 
electricity,” Jade says of her work. 
“Above all, I feel a deep sense of 
accomplishment.”

 Recently, Scheele started 
competing in triathlons. “When 
I turned 30, I felt I needed to 
do something spectacular and 
challenging.” She placed 64th of 
685 in her first event. She trains 
six days a week and is planning 

to run the 33-mile Chilkoot Trail 
next summer.

  Her warm-up will be an 
Olympic-distance triathlon in 
the spring. She plans to be in 
“marathon shape” to tackle 
the trail and describes summer 
training in Texas as “grueling” 
with temperatures topping 90 
degrees early in the morning.

 When asked about living in 
Texas, Scheele wrinkled her nose. 
Austin is not so bad, she says, kind 
of like a dry Portland, but it’s hard 
to get outside and enjoy the wild. 
She and Eric, a native of Montana, 
can’t get used to paying to pitch a 
tent in a campground.   

 Her next destination, she says, 
is “whereever the wind takes me.”

Jade Scheele


