
Security cameras at the dock?- page 3   Thomas to seek speaker post

Chilkat Valley News
Serving Haines and Klukwan, Alaska since 1966

Volume XLII Number 11                          Thursday, March 15, 2012                            $1

See HORSES page  8

Manager
assistant
approved

See GARDEN page 8

See SKI page 8

Gardening conference blooms this week

Slide danger was ranked ‘considerable’ 

MUSH -- Musher Jim Stanford gives Brownies Stella Ordonez, 
Natalie Jobbins and Cruise Nettleton a ride Saturday. Ten Scouts 
visited Stanford at 25 Mile, toward earning a dog sledding patch. 
Joe Ordonez photo.

Heli-ski guide, client
killed in avalanche

Assembly makes 
job permanent;
$81K annual cost 

Officer in horse probe
placed on paid leave

See ASSISTANT page 8

- page 4

By Tom Morphet
Haines Borough police chief 

Gary Lowe this week placed 
officer Cassandra McEwen 
on paid, administrative leave, 
beginning March 10. McEwen 
is the subject of an Alaska State 
Troopers investigation into care 
of three horses she owned.

Lowe  s a id  he  expec t ed 
McEwen’s leave would be at least 
for two weeks.

State trooper Josh Bentz said he 
had resumed an investigation into 
the matter this week, following 
approval by higher-ups at the 
Department of Public Safety.

Stable owner Bob Henderson 
came under fire this week for not 
intervening sooner in the animals’ 
care.

In  an  in terview for  las t 
week’s Chilkat Valley News 
story, Henderson said he fed the 
animals several times late last year 
with hay he got from McEwen. 
In January, before he called in 
Haines Animal Rescue Kennel, 
he secured hay and straw. The 

By Krista Kielsmeier
The Greater Lynn Canal Garden Conference 

will spring up in Haines this weekend for the first 
time. Speakers from around the region, including 
Alaska Cooperative Extension agent Darren 
Snyder, will offer advice on growing food ranging 
from potatoes to fruit.

Resident Melissa Aronson said she’ll attend 
the $30 conference, and is most interested in 
presentations on fruit trees and the history of 
Chilkat Valley agriculture.

“Alaska is not the easiest place in the world to 
garden, that’s for sure, but it’s probably one of 
the most important places to garden, because we 
are so far from a lot of commercial agriculture,” 
Aronson said. “If we really want good, fresh, 
organic food here, especially the fresh part, we’ve 
got to grow it ourselves.”

The event features workshops at the Haines 
School, plus speeches by Bob Henderson of 
Haines, Charlotte Jewell of Skagway and Ed 
Buyarski of Juneau.

Buyarski organized the conference with George 
Campbell and James David Sneed. Buyarski said 
Southeast gardeners previously have gathered in 
Juneau and Sitka, and when there was a break in 
the calendar, Haines seemed like a great option 
to host.

“This time of year, gardeners are an optimistic 

bunch, even though snow is seven feet deep out 
there,” he said.

The conference opens 7 p.m. Friday at the 
Chilkat Center, when resident Henderson will 
share some of the knowledge gained during his 
more than 50 years in the Chilkat Valley. 

Jewell of Jewell Gardens in Skagway will 
give the 9 a.m. Saturday keynote at the school, 
and the conference closes with Buyarski’s 
pruning workshop 11 a.m. Sunday at the Sheldon 
Museum.

Buyarski has lived in Southeast since 1983, 
with stops in Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka and 
Juneau, and said he turned to locals for tips. 
“Every year’s an experiment in Southeast 
Alaska,” he said. “Every place, from one year to 
the next, is different.”

Saturday features a full slate of workshops at 
the Haines School, with start times running from 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

George Campbell’s 10:30 a.m. workshop is on 
landscape pre-planning that aims “to avoid some 
common landscaping problems by planning ahead 
for future development thinking about access, 
drainage and more.”

“A lot of what I do is commercial, so it’s a 
challenge trying to figure out a better way to do 
something,” Campbell said.

By Krista Kielsmeier
The Haines Borough Assembly 

on Tuesday approved hiring a 
full-time executive assistant to 
manager Mark Earnest, a position 
that would cost an estimated 
$81,000 annually.

“It was a busy workload a year 
ago, and it’s even busier now,” 
Earnest said. “We just need to find 
a person who would fit the criteria 
and be a good fit, and there’s 
plenty of work to do.”

The position has been vacant 
since July, when Debra Schnabel 
resigned. At that t ime, the 
assistant was a non-benefited, 
temporary position budgeted 
at a rate of $57,000 per year. 
Schnabel previously worked about 
five years for the borough as a 
contractor and currently serves on 
the assembly.

“There has been nothing that 
I’m aware of that has prevented 
the manager from employing an 
assistant in this position for the 
last eight months,” Schnabel said 
at Tuesday’s meeting.

Schnabel and assemblyman 
Norm Smith on Tuesday voted 
against the new hire.

“I do recall that we recently (in 
October) empowered the manager 

By Tom Morphet 
A heli-ski guide and a client died 

after being caught in an avalanche 
Tuesday morning during a heli-ski 
tour near Chilkat Lake.

Alaska State Trooper Josh Bentz 
said Robert Liberman, 35, of 
Telluride, Colo., was pronounced 
dead at 12:30 p.m. at the Haines 
clinic. Nickolay Dodov, 26, of 
Truckee, Calif., died Wednesday 
afternoon at Seattle’s Harborview 
Medical Center.

Autopsies will be conducted on 
both victims, trooper Bentz said.

Dodov and Liberman had been 
buried in six to eight feet of snow 
and were unresponsive when 
other skiers dug them out 20 to 
25 minutes after the avalanche, 
Bentz said. Troopers were notified 
at 11:11 a.m.

Six skiers, including guide 
Liberman, had started out on an 
Alaska Heliskiing tour around 
10:30 a.m. and were at the south 
end of Takhin Ridge, on a slope 
that faced northeast, Bentz said.

They were making the first run 
of the day down a familiar heli-ski 
peak known as “Swany’s,” that 
some of the skiers on board had 
descended about a week before.

Liberman descended first, 
positioning himself downhill and 
to the left of the clients. Using a 
walkie-talkie system that linked 
members of the group, the guide 
radioed skiers to come down, one 
at a time.

Three skiers had descended 
when Dodov headed down the 
peak, skiing a little farther toward 

the right than had the previous 
ones, apparently triggering the 
slide. Skiers at the bottom of the 
slope were on a ridge and reported 
the avalanche passed within 20 
feet and on both sides of where 
they were standing. 

Liberman and Dodov both 
were wearing electronic beacons 
that helped locate them beneath 
the snow. Dodov was wearing an 
“Avalung” breathing device and 
was found with its mouthpiece 
in his mouth. Dodov also was 
wearing a rip-cord-triggered air 
bag. The bag – designed to keep 
skiers atop avalanches – had not 
been deployed and its rip cord 
was still zippered into a pocket on 
Dodov’s suit, Bentz said.  

Client Dwight Bailey, 35, of 
Avery, Calif., was at the group’s 
starting point, about 500 feet down 
from the top of the mountain, 
and the last group member still 
waiting to ski, when the avalanche 
occurred. 

He told Bentz the crown of the 
avalanche was four to five feet 
high and that he thought guide 
Liberman had positioned himself 
in a safe spot. 

The skiers had received a day 
of safety training, including 
on use of locator beacons and 
helicopters, Bailey told the 
trooper. “Everything was top 
notch,” Bailey said in an interview 
later with the CVN.

Bailey told the newspaper that 
members of the group didn’t make 
any avalanche tests on the peak, 

information wasn’t included in the 
March 8 CVN story.

Henderson said McEwen didn’t 
come to town on the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays, and by 
November and December wasn’t 
bringing horses water twice a day.

“In January, we had a clear, 
cold weekend. I knew it was 
going down to zero. (McEwen) 
didn’t come in on weekends and I 
couldn’t sleep for worrying about 
the horses,” Henderson said. 

“I knew they were losing weight 
and in poor shape and listless. I 
thought maybe (McEwen) had 
gone to Canada to get hay. On 
Monday morning, (McEwen) 
came in with tail ends of old hay, 
not enough to get through much 
longer and on Tuesday, she didn’t 
come in. I had to do something,” 
he said.

Henderson said he then ordered 
10 bales of hay from a local store 
and borrowed two bales of hay 
from another horse owner. He also 
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 Save the DateLetters to the Editor
Thursday, March 15
 Tlingit and Haida 2012-2014 Delegate 
Election, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Haines Camp 
#5 ANB-ANS Hall.
 Choose Respect March, 11:30 a.m. meet in 
Klukwan. 
 60+? Join us for lunch, Monday through 
Thursday, noon at senior center, 766-2383. 
  Strong Woman Weight Training, noon to 1 
p.m. Chilkat Center lobby. Sponsored by Well 
& Fit. Class also Tuesdays. Weights provided.
 Afterschool Activities at the library:       
Science Fun, 3:30 p.m; Homework Help, 4:30 
p.m.
 Burger Night, 5 p.m. American Legion.
Friday, March 16
 Story Time and Crafts, ages 2 to 5, 11 a.m. 
at the library.  
 Choose Respect March, 11:30 a.m. meet at 
the bank parking lot. Reception to follow at the 
library.  
 Early Dismissal, 2 p.m. Haines School’s 
Spring Break begins. 
 Afterschool activities at the library: Word 
Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework Help, 4:30 
p.m.  
 Burger Feed, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Elks Lodge.
 Greater Lynn Canal Garden Conference: 
Bob Henderson – History of Chilkat Valley 
Agriculture, 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center.
Saturday, March 17
 Greater Lynn Canal Garden Conference: 
Workshops begin at 9 a.m. at the Haines School.
 Pet Vaccination and Micro-chip Clinic 11 
a.m. to noon at the Klehini Fire Hall, 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. at the Klukwan Tribal House. For 
more information call HARK, 766-3334.
 We the People meets, 2 p.m. in the library 
conference room. Everyone welcome.
 Traditional St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and 
Party, 5:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge. Sponsored 
by the Emblem Club.
Sunday, March 18
 Greater Lynn Canal Garden Conference: 
Pruning Workshop 11 a.m. at the museum. 
 2011 Oscar-nominated Live Action Short 
Films, 7:30 p.m. Chilkat Center lobby. Present-
ed by the Haines Arts Council.
Monday, March 19
 Mother Goose Stories and Songs, newborns 
to three years old, 11 a.m. at the library.

 Senior exercise classes, 11:15 a.m. at the        
senior center. Also on Wednesdays. All seniors 
are welcome.
 Afterschool activities at the library:       
Strategy Games, 3:30 p.m.; Homework Help,      
4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 20
 Strong Woman Weight Training, noon to    
1 p.m. Chilkat Center lobby. Sponsored by Well 
& Fit. Weights provided.
 Afterschool activities at the library:  Tlingit 
crafts, 3:30 p.m. Birding program,  Homework 
Help,  4:30 p.m. 
 Taco Tuesday, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Elks Lodge
Wednesday, March 21 
 Tykes and Trikes, for children 3 and under 
supervised by an adult, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the 
elementary gym.
 Afterschool Activities at the library: Water 
Colors, 3:30 p.m.; Homework Help, 4:30 p.m.  
 Living in the Forest presents “Fisheries 
Management: How It Is Done,” with Brian      
Elliott of ADFG, 7 p.m. at the museum.
Saturday, March 24
 The book group discusses “A Death in the 
Family” by James Agee, 2 p.m. at the library. A 
limited number of copies of the book are avail-
able for the check out.
Sunday, March 25
 2011 Oscar-nominated Animated Short 
Films.  7:30 p.m., Chilkat Center lobby.  
Presented by the Haines Arts Council.
Friday, March 30
 Chinese Dinner Fundraiser to support the 
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial “The Moving      
Wall” coming to Haines, 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
American Legion.
 Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl for Kids’ 
Sake, 4 to 6 p.m. at the elementary gym.
 KHNS Spring Wine Tasting, 7 p.m. at the 
Chilkat Center.
Saturday, March 31st
 First 2012 Flea Market, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the ANB Hall. Contact Georgiana at 766-3903  
or 766-2323 for table. Also lunch sale, deer 
stew or Sisterhood Stew, 11 a.m.to 2 p.m.
Tuesday, April 3rd
 Thodos Dance Chicago, contemporary 
dance, 7 p.m., Chilkat Center.  Presented by the 
Haines Arts Council.

To list an event in Save the Date, phone 766-2688 or 
e-mail cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com.
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By Sara Callaghan Chapell
Elias Glabek Ryan was born 

Feb. 15 to Jolanta and Brad 
Ryan in Portland, Ore. Elias 
weighed 8 lbs., 10 ozs. and joins 
big brother Atlin. The family 
stayed with Brad’s parents, Cecil 
and Joyce Ryan, in Rainier, 
Ore. and enjoyed spending time 
with Brad’s sister, JoAnna 
Thompson, and her family, who 
live next door. The Ryans are 
home in Haines and getting help 
from Joyce, who traveled north 
with the family.

Irene Sparks Rowan was 
inducted into the Alaska Women’s 
Hall of Fame for “Leadership 
and Activism in Alaska Native 
Affairs.” Rowan was a prominent 
leader during the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, served 
as president of Klukwan, Inc. in 
1975 and was special assistant 
to the Secretary of Indian Affairs 
at the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. Irene, a former member 
of the Haines Presbyterian 
Church, graduated Haines High 
School in 1959. 

Middle school wrestlers Kai 
Hays and Zane Durr competed at 
the state middle school wrestling 
tournament in Fairbanks March 
2-3. The tournament included 29 
schools from throughout Alaska 
and over 500 wrestlers. Both boys 
placed in the regional tournament 
in Juneau in February. Kai Hays 
placed fifth in the state for the 
160-pound weight class, winning 
four and losing two matches. 
Zane competed at 115 pounds 
and finished with a win and two 
losses. Wrestling coach Dennis 
Durr and Kai’s dad Ed Hays 

made the trip.
When your birthday comes 

around every four years, you 
make sure to celebrate. In 
Haines, leap year birthday girl 
Janine Allen celebrated her sixth 
“birthday” with carrot cake and 
dinner. Libby Kurz celebrated 
number 13 with lunch at a local 
restaurant and declared, “I’m 
proud to be a teenager now!” 
Fuzzy VonStauffenberg was in 
California and celebrated her 15th 
with eight days in the Monterey 
Bay area. Earlier in the week, 
she celebrated the first birthday 
of grandson Gavin Welch, the 
son of her son Austin Welch, 
and stayed next door to daughter 
Ashley Martin and family in 
La Selva Beach. Fuzzy’s party 
included childhood friends. 
Eric Kocher celebrated his 16th 
birthday with friends and a party 
at the home of Kay Clements. 
Leap couple Alexandra Feit 
and Bud Barber marked their 
first wedding anniversary with 
a snowshoe down Chilkat State 
Park Road to the cabin, where 
they enjoyed a picnic lunch with 
friends and watched a cow moose 
in the bushes. Alexandra and Bud 
were married at the cabin.

Deb and Jim Stanford hosted 
family recently. Daughter Jaime 
Bentley and her family visited 
from Central Point, Ore. and 
played in the snow. Jaime’s 
husband Jeff Bentley, a physician 
assistant, took the Wilderness 
Advanced Life Support class 
held in Haines, during their stay. 
They brought baby Cyrus, five 
months, and daughters Taelyn, 
5, and Jema, 2, to play with their 

grandparents and uncle Coleman 
Stanford, who came up from 
Juneau with friend Amber Long 
and Amber’s daughters Ariel 
and Grace. The girls all skied on 
Mosquito Lake Road with Deb, 
and Ariel celebrated her fifth 
birthday at the home of great-
grandmother Olive Jackson.

Melissa Aronson took her 
doctor’s advice and soaked up 
six weeks of sunshine to boost 
her Vitamin D levels on the Big 
Island of Hawaii. Family and 
friends, including Haines resident 
Margaret Piggott, joined her. 
Carol Tuynman visited Melissa 
for a week as did Frank and 

Bird observatory nets support
Thank you, Haines, for your generosity and support! Our “For the 

Birds” benefit for the Ts’ats’ee Bird Observatory project was a success. 
Many folks contributed to that success: Organizing, donating auction 
items, cooking, setting up and cleaning up. We couldn’t have done it 
without you. You have made it possible for us to offer the bird banding 
training necessary to establishing a bird observatory in Haines.

Pam Randles 
Education Director, Takshanuk Watershed Council.

Rules not heeded on crowded ferries
I have been traveling the state ferry system for many years. It has 

always been a very nice, relaxing way to travel. The personnel have 
always been helpful and friendly.

The last couple years have become so unpleasant, I hesitate to travel 
unless absolutely necessary. The LeConte is the only ferry available 
during the winter months. It’s one of the smaller vessels and it would 
be adequate if it weren’t for the inconsiderate travelers thinking it’s 
their own private yacht.

Finding an available table during meal times is almost impossible. 
There are 20 tables in the cafeteria and half of them were taken by 
people using their computers. Many of the other tables were taken by 
schoolchildren doing homework. One girl was sitting back with her feet 
up on the table! Only two tables were available for eating.

People were standing in line in the kitchen with no place to eat. 
Others looked in the doorway and left!

The lounge is another problem area. Although signs read, “No 
sleeping bags allowed,” you will find rows of seats taken up by travelers 
in bags sleeping on the floor. There is a very nice solarium on the top 
deck with comfortable lounge chairs and heat lamps available.

The rules need to be enforced and announcements need to be made in 
the cafeteria for the people who believe the rules don’t apply to them.

Something has to be done now before the ferries become even more 
crowded during summer months.

Dixie Hayes

Why did horse report come so late?
This is in response to an article in the March 8 newspaper regarding 

“Cop’s Care of Horses.” Even though the whole article was somewhat 
disturbing, what I found to be the most disturbing is the quote in the 
paper from Bob Henderson stating, “I thought they were going to 
starve to death but I did not have the authority to treat them because 
they are not my horses.”

To me, this statement alone leaves this reader to believe Mr. 
Henderson is also guilty of a crime (if there is one). In this country it is 
illegal to see abuse of any kind and not report it immediately. Why did 
Henderson wait until they were almost dead to react? I believe there 
is much more to this story than meets the ear. To sit back and watch 
any animal starve to death is just plain wrong especially if the person 
watching it had the means to throw the animal some feed. I believe 
Mr. Henderson has other issues with Mrs. McEwen and wanted the 
situation to reach an emergency level for reasons other than “they were 
not my horses.” I believe that no normal animal lover could idly stand 
by and watch an animal starve to death in cold weather especially if 
the animal at one time was a part of their family.

I am almost sure there is no law against feeding any hungry creature 
on this planet be it a four-legged animal or a two-legged human animal. 
So the question arises, “Why did Henderson really wait so long to come 
forward?” Why did he not feed or help these horses and why did he 
wait almost five months to tell anybody?

Dean Lari

Film fest, cancer fund go hand in hand
The Lunafest Film Festival on March 9 raised more than $1,300 for 

the Haines Cancer Travel Fund and the Breast Cancer Fund. Thanks to 
the 22 artists who generously donated items to a silent auction. Thanks 
to attendees who purchased admission and raffle tickets, and bid on 
auction items to support the charities. Thanks to the Babbling Book 
for selling tickets, to Judy Heinmiller for running the raffle, and Girls 
on the Run participant Keva Shull for helping with setup. 

The Haines Cancer Travel Fund provides grants to Chilkat Valley 
residents to help offset the significant costs of cancer treatment. The 
Breast Cancer Fund supports research of environmental causes of 
cancer to aid prevention. Those who attended the film festival can 
help raise an additional $250 for the Haines Cancer Travel Fund by 
completing a brief online survey at lunafest.org/survey and entering the 
code LUNA; 50 survey participants are needed to earn the donation.

Pam Sloper, SEARHC WISEWOMAN program 
and Ross Silkman, Director, Southeast Alaska State Fair

Murray surrounded by community
We would like to thank all those who helped care for Russ Murray 

and allowed him to spend his last days in Haines. A special thanks 
to Brandie Stickler and Becky Malone from the clinic, and to all the 
hospice volunteers. Thanks also to Terry Pardee and the American 
Legion for helping with the graveside service.

Ralph Borders and Ed Bryant

Snowmobile biathlon a fun success
The Haines Sportsman’s Association would like to thank everyone 

who participated, helped and sponsored our recent Snowmobile 
Biathlon.

Thanks to Alaska Sport Shop for the prizes; to Alaska Meat and 
Grocery for the sodas; to Eagle’s Nest Motel and 18 Meadow Farm and 
B&B for the food; Storage and Warehouse for the loader to build the 
course; and to Shane Horton, Janis Horton, Bill Stacy, Dave Camerer 
and George Campbell for the help needed to put on the event.

Shane Horton and George Campbell 
for Haines Sportsman’s Association
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Thomas holds ground against 
increase in school formula fund

 vs MSU Billings       March 9 
    UAA won, 80 - 68

    
Asst: 3     Reb: 1     Min: 32

(4-6) three-pointers)

Kyle’s                                
        Corner

Brought to you by
Rep. Bill Thomas 

and Staff

Kyle Fossman 
UAA Seawolf

   Pts:  18

2012 NCAA Division II 
West Regional Championships

 vs Seattle Pacifi c     March 10
    UAA lost, 67 - 80

    
Asst: 1     Reb: 1     Min: 33

   Pts:  9 (1-5) three-pointers)

Thomas says he wants
to be Speaker of House

Pool closed 
for repairs

 Saturday Workshops 
  10:30 am 
     Homestead Food Production: Darren Snyder - Alaska Cooperative Ext.
     Landscape Pre-planning: George Campbell - Little Diggers Landscaping
  11:45 am - 1:15 pm 
     Lunch & Panel Discussion 
  1:30 pm
    Growing Potatoes and Garlic: Ed Buyarski - Ed’s Edibles
    High Tunnels and Gardening: Jeff Smeenk - Alaska Cooperative Ext.
  2:45 pm
    Soils and Fertility: Jeff Smeenk - Alaska Cooperative Extension
    Herbs and Edible Flowers: Charlotte Jewell - Jewell Gardens
  4:00 pm
    Fruit Trees in High Tunnels: Rob Goldberg
    The Real Skookum on Seed Packets and Catalogs: James David Sneed

Your $30 ticket includes lunch on Saturday and 
panel discussion on Political and Economic Realities of Food 

Tickets available at The Babbling Book and at the door
For more information: www.seakmg.org

Greater Lynn Canal Garden Conference
March 16th – 18th Keynote Speakers

   at the Haines School

    Bob Henderson :
       History of Chilkat Valley Agriculture
                  • Friday 7 p.m. at the Chilkat Center 
   Charlotte Jewell of Jewell Gardens:
       Skagway, the Garden City     
                  • Saturday 9 a.m. at the Haines School
    Ed Buyarski of Ed’s Edible Landscaping: 
       Hands-On Pruning Workshop
                  • Sunday 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Sheldon Museum  

jeanne@hainesrealestate.com     pam@hainesrealestate.com
   dave@hainesrealestate.com     jim@hainesrealestate.com

115 SECOND AVE. SOUTH     766-3510 OR 766-2240
WWW.HAINESREALESTATE.COM     FAX: 766-3599

"Spring" into your new home.

Beautiful Victorian Home. 
Outstanding garage for the guys with a lovely home for the ladies.  
Comfortable bedrooms, sun room, dining area, covered porch and 

many extras. Convenient location near the downtown area. 
$329,000

 

Haines Emblem Club

Saturday, March 17th

              5:30 pm
at the Elks Lodge

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Potatoes & Carrots

Beer Bread
Dessert

Dinner $15

Liars’ Contest!

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner & Party
Green Beer!

OLE -- From left, Mario Benassi,  Dawson Evenden, Charlie Bower and Mori Hays serve at a Mexican 
food fundraiser at the Haines School cafeteria on March 10. The fundraiser was to support and raise 
awareness for Ts’ Ats’ Ee Bird Observatory, a program starting up under Takshanuk Watershed 
Council. John S. Hagen photo. 

By Tom Morphet
State  Rep.  Bi l l  Thomas, 

R-Haines, hammered on the need 
to limit spending at a Friday 
Chamber of Commerce meeting 
attended by local school officials 
seeking increases in the state’s 
foundation formula.

“I don’t know how many times 
I have to say ‘no,’” said Thomas, 
who co-chairs the powerful House 
Finance Committee, where a bill 
to increase the formula for general 
school funding is stalled.

Thomas has been the target of 
lobbying by local school advocates 
and officials for increases in the 
formula that would bring the 
district about $100,000 more per 
year for the next four years.

Thomas said schools should 
instead expect passage of a one-
year plan by Republican Gov. 
Sean Parnell that would spend $10 
million statewide to defray school 

By Tom Morphet
State  Rep.  Bil l  Thomas, 

R-Haines,  told the Haines 
Chamber of Commerce last week 
he wanted to serve six more years 
in the Alaska Legislature and 
would like to be the first Alaska 
Native named Speaker of the 
House.

Thomas is seeking re-election 
this fall. He’s vying for a seat that 
represents rural communities that 
was recently re-shaped to include 
Sitka.

“I want to serve six more years 
and then I can afford to retire,” 
said Thomas, a commercial 
fisherman who, before he was 
elected in 2004, worked as a 
lobbyist in Juneau. 

In a talk billed as a mid-session 
update, Thomas said he didn’t 
expect a proposal by Republican 
Gov. Sean Parnell to reduce taxes 
on the oil industry would pass 
and said that funding for capital 
projects would hold steady.

“We’ll have plenty of money 
for capital, the same as last year, 
probably about $800 million for 
the state,” Thomas said.

Asked in an interview about 
his priorities for local capital 
spending, Thomas said, “If I went 
first, it would be for the veterans’ 
home, but we have to take care 
of the borough and see what they 
want.” He mentioned a $4 million 
request for harbor improvements 
and need for repairing the water 
treatment plant. He said he would 
be meeting with borough officials 
later in the day.

Haines Assisted Living is 
seeking $6.1 million in capital 
funds for an assisted living home 
for veterans, including ones from 
recent wars. “It’s mainly for 
soldiers with brain injuries to have 
a safe place to retire,” Thomas told 
the Chamber crowd.

A Vietnam veteran, Thomas 

said the House recently passed a 
measure to recognize April 30 as 
Vietnam Veterans’ Day. 

The body also passed a bill 
limiting protests at funerals. The 
bill brings Alaska in line with 46 
other states that regulate where 
and when protests may occur at 
funerals. “People should be able 
to bury their family members with 
honor and pride,” Thomas said.

He said the legislature would 
renew a law funding renewable 
energy projects that he said has 
retired 10 million gallons of diesel 
fuel per year.

T h o m a s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s 
presentation as “bad news,” 
returning to a theme of limiting 
spending in the face of an annual 
6 percent decline in oil production 
he said could leave the state with 
a deficit by 2014. The state’s $9.6 
billion operating budget is equal 
to $34,000 per resident, he said.

“I’m not a tea partier, but I’m 
for showing, ‘Do we have the 
money to do it?’ It’s a challenge,” 
he said. 

The state has a $13 billion 
surplus but as much as $12 billion 
is wrapped up in payments for 
retired state employees, he said. 
Without tapping the $40 million 
permanent fund or instituting an 
income tax, the state could face 
reductions to capital projects, 
revenue sharing and major 
maintenance, he said.

He compared tax reductions for 
the oil industry to money invested 
in seafood marketing that he said 
has raised the value of a pink 
salmon from a nickel a pound to 
47 cents. 

“It made sense to me to try 
to get production back up. I’m 
sympathetic to the people (here) in 
10 years. If we don’t do something, 
sometime or another, something’s 
going to have to happen,” Thomas 
said.

 

energy costs and $20 million to 
help with busing.

For Haines, that would be 
equ iva l en t  t o  a  one - t ime 
expenditure of $95,000, said 
superintendent Michael Byer.

Assuming today’s prices and 
an annual drop in statewide oil 
production of 6 percent, the 
state will face a deficit by 2014, 
Thomas said. “The only thing 
that can save us is the price of 
oil going up to $160 a barrel, 
and what does that do to you?” 
Thomas said the legislature 
shouldn’t extend a formula 
increase into years when the state 
might have a deficit.

After the meeting, Byer said 
the state could make changes in 
the future, if it were suddenly 
cash-strapped.

Of the Parnell plan, Byer said 
he was “grateful for funding 
whichever way it comes” but that 
changes in the formula allowed 
the district to plan into future 
years. He said he wanted at least 
enough money to keep up with the 
cost of living.

Assuming a 1 percent reduction 
in borough funding requested by 
Haines Borough manager Mark 
Earnest, the district faces about 
a $275,000 shortfall, a gap that 
could be bridged by $500,000 

the district holds in savings, Byer 
said.

Continued shortfalls would 
likely mean eliminating programs 
such as an early literacy effort 
and classes such as cooking and 
engineering, Byer said. “These are 
the classes that expand what our 
kids can do and really grab their 
interest,” he said.

The school board will discuss 
budget issues at a workshop 
immediately preceding its next 
meeting 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 
3. The regular meeting starts at 
7:30 p.m. 

A t  l a s t  w e e k ’s  s c h o o l 
board meeting, member Nelle 
Jurgeleit-Greene said on a recent 
lobbying trip that, when it came 
to influencing Thomas for the 
formula change, “It was like we 
were talking to a wall.”

Member Sean Cone said 
Thomas’ position was “vastly 
disappointing” but not surprising, 
based on previous statements. 
“It’s not his money. It’s our 
money. We hire him and we pay 
him to apportion that money 
responsibly.” 

Vet home, harbor top capital priorities

The Haines pool was scheduled 
to be closed at least through 
March 21 for repairs, including 
replacement of a stainless steel, 
500-gallon surge tank that had 
been in place less than three years. 
The tank has been leaking at its 
seams.

The borough is replacing 
the tank with a fiberglass one 
that should eliminate salt or 
electrolysis corrosion issues, said 
facilities director Brian Lemcke. 
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Friday march, letter to DA among upcoming efforts
 Russ Murray dies at 76Domestic violence group in gear

SAVE ON THE ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY

driver goes

FREE*

*Cannot be combined with other discounts, additional restrictions may apply.

FerryAlaska.com  |  800-642-0066

Travel for Less!
Whether it’s for business or pleasure, you can travel on the Alaska Marine Highway for less. Now through April 30, 
take your vehicle on any Alaska Marine Highway route  — and the driver goes along for free. If you travel round-trip, 
you’ll save even more because all round-trip full-fare passenger and vehicle fares are 30% off through March. 
That means more money for shopping, more money for adventure or more money for gas. Log on to 
FerryAlaska.com or call 800-642-0066 to plan your trip.

Len Feldman, M.D.
Family Doctor

Office closed all day Wednesday
& Friday afternoons.

 1.5 Mi. Mud Bay Rd. 766-3009

FERRY SCHEDULE
NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
Arrival 

from SKG
Departure
to JNU

Arrival 
from JNU

Departure
to SKG

Fri 16 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 18 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon  19 12:45 pm 2:15 pm
Tue 20 11:30 am No SKG
Wed 21 11:30 am 12:30 pm 
Fri 23 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun 25 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Mon 26 10:45 am 12:15 pm
Tue 27 11:30 am No SKG
Wed 28 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Fri 30 11:30 am 12:30 pm
Sun Apr 1 11:30 am 12:30 pm

Fri 16 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 18 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 19 6:45 pm 8:45 pm
Tue 20 No SKG 12:30 pm
Wed 21 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Fri  23 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun 25 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Mon 26 4:45 pm 6:45 pm
Tue 27 No SKG 12:30 pm
Wed 28 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Fri 30 3:30 pm 4:30 pm
Sun Apr 1 3:30 pm 4:30 pm

NOW is the time to GATHER a team and get your PLEDGES ready for 

 

the 7th Annual 
 START OR JOIN a team
 Call Big Brothers Big Sisters 
 766-2151                        Fund Drive and Bowling Bash 

Wii Bowling with CASH PRIZES Sponsored by Parts Place & Silent Auction 
Friday, March 30th 4 - 9 pm in the Haines Elementary Gym

By Heather Lende
H a i n e s  B o r o u g h 

maintenance  man Russ 
Murray was buried at Jones 
Point Cemetery March 9, 
which former co-worker 
Eddie Bryant said was fitting. 
Bryant said Murray told him 
that the best times of his life 
were spent “mowing the grass 
in the cemetery, mosquitoes 
and all.” 

M u r r a y,  7 6 ,  d i e d  o f 
congestive heart failure March 
6 at the Haines clinic. He had 
been in hospice care at friend 
Ralph Borders’ home since 
Dec. 16. 

“He was the toughest fellow 
I ever saw. He used to drink a 
case of beer a day, then he quit 
cold turkey about 15 years 
ago. He was addicted, but he 
stopped by himself, without 
AA. That’s when he started 
eating ice cream,” Borders 
said.

Murray, who was lean and 
wiry, ate about four bowls of 
chocolate ice cream a day, 
Borders said.

Murray came to Haines 
in 1984 and worked with 
Borders at the former Food 
Center grocery store. He 
worked seasonally for the 
municipality for about 10 
years until his health failed.

Russell Holsey Murray 
was born in Mount Desert, 
Maine in 1935, the oldest of 
Joseph M. and Iona Schofield 
Murray’s five children. He 
joined the Air Force in 1953 
and served seven years, 
including as a radar technician 

in Greenland. He married and 
had a son, then disappeared in 
1963 for 38 years, said Sandy 
Murray, his brother. 

Murray lived in a Small 
Tracts cabin and treasured 
his mother’s Bible. Before 
her death she requested it be 
given to him, and inscribed 
it, “Remember me always as 
I have always you since the 
day you left us.” His siblings, 
wishing to fulfill her wish, 
found him.

“My brother was one of 
those people that are so private 
and so adventurous. He had his 
hard times, but the things he 
did, I didn’t know. I do know 
he came back to us, and that 
we were just so happy to be 
reconnected,” Sandy Murray 
said. 

Murray took trips back to 
Maine where the brothers 
played music together. An 
aeronautics buff, “he could 
tell you anything you’d want 
to know about airplanes and 
flying,” Sandy Murray said. 

Russ told his family he had 
lived in Key West and Los 
Angeles and ridden the rails 
across the country. Borders 
said Murray spoke few words 
beyond, “Think so?” 

Murray fished, played the 
guitar and harmonica, and after 
decades of Jeopardy, was a 
trivia buff. “If Russ was awake, 
the TV was on,” Borders said.

He leaves brothers Joe 
and Sandy and son Carleton 
Alexander Murray. Cards may 
be sent to 48 Old County Rd., 
Rockland, Maine, 04841.

By Tom Morphet
Besides a march Friday on Main 

Street, the Domestic Violence 
Task Force in Haines is creating a 
moving display to bring attention 
to the issue and lobbying the state 
to ramp up prosecution in abuse 
cases. 

The march starts 11:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 16 at the Haines 
bank and ends at the library with 
speeches and Native dancing, said 
Jackie Mazeikas, hired last fall as 
domestic violence health educator 
by Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium.

The march was inaugurated 
last year. “It’s more visual. It 
seemed to open the doors to get 
people sharing stories. We had a 
lot of men involved last year and 
they were very supportive. We’re 
hoping to get a really good mix 
this year,” Mazeikas said.

The task force last month sent a 
letter to the state district attorney’s 
office, seeking more follow-
through on abuse cases.

“Several  cases from our 
community that have gone to 
court have been dropped… We 
feel some of these cases may be 
falling through the cracks,” the 
letter said. “We want to ensure 
that people are not re-victimized,” 
said the letter, signed by members 
of the eight-member task force.

It’s a problem if domestic 
assault charges are pled down 
to lesser charges like disorderly 
conduct, said Mazeikas.

Often it takes all of a victim’s 
courage to turn in an abuser, so it’s 
important prosecutors don’t back 
down, she said.

“(A reduced charge) is like a 
slap on the wrist. The (DA) doesn’t 
understand that abuse escalates 
to the point of injury or death. 
It’s important that (prosecutors) 
take that first offense seriously, 
otherwise an abuser can use that 
as leverage and say, ‘Go ahead 
and turn me in. You see what 
happened last time.’”

Task force member and Haines 
Borough Police Chief Gary Lowe 

said part of the problem is the lag 
time between an abuse incident 
and prosecution, particularly with 
misdemeanor assault charges.

“Often times by the time it gets 
to court, victims change the way 
they feel. They start feeling sorry 
for their abuser, and if they won’t 
testify, the charges are dismissed. 
That’s not the way the law is 
supposed to work,” Lowe said.

An already heavy workload 
for district attorneys may be 
part of the equation, Lowe said. 
Deputy Attorney General Richard 
Svobodny recently told a crowd 
in Petersburg concerned about 
lax prosecution there that each 
of three prosecutors responsible 
for northern Southeast have a 
caseload of more than 300 at any 
given time.

State law requires police to 
make an arrest if there’s any sign 
an assault has occurred, Lowe 
said. “Six months later, if the 
victim doesn’t want to testify 
and the DA is swamped by 299 
other cases… Legislators take a 
position that they’re going to take 
a hard stance on this, but then the 
court system can’t keep up with 
that.”

 Lowe said he hopes the letter 
results in fewer plea bargains. 
“We want the DA to know that, as 
a community, domestic violence 
is not acceptable to us. We want 
prosecution of these crimes.”

SEARHC’s Mazeikas, who 
lost a sister to abuse, said she 
understands the shame and 
embarrassment that has helped 
camouflage abuse. “It’s a hush-
hush subject. We’re in a state 
of denial. Right now we’re just 

taking baby steps and letting 
people know there’s hope and 
choices, and they don’t have to 
deal with it on their own.”

Mazeikas recently created radio 
spots and made presentations 
in the school and in Skagway. 
Toward exposing the issue, she’s 
asking victims of abuse to tell 
their stories on T-shirts that will 
be hung as a clothesline around 
town. Victims need not attach 
their names on the shirts, she said.

“They’re all personal stories. 
There’s such healing in just telling 
the story. It’s remarkable. It’s very 
impactful,” she said.

People suffering abuse, or those 
just seeking answers to questions, 
can call her at 766-6382, or 
reach a counselor any time of 
day, toll-free at 1-877-294-0074. 
Mazeikas’ office is upstairs in the 
Gateway Building, #27. 

N i n e  m o n t h s  a f t e r  a n 
appointment controversry spurred 
a local recall election, the Haines 
Borough Assembly is looking at 
changes in local laws for filling 
assembly vacancies.

T h e  b o r o u g h  r e c e n t l y 
collected information on how 
such vacancies are filled in other 
Southeast communities.

At its Tuesday meeting, the 
assembly sent the matter to its 
government affairs committee. 

Appointments
to be reviewed
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Wings is proud to continue offering you 
reliable local service through the year.
Current Flight Schedule effective thru May 4

Haines Offi ce at Airport Terminal
907-766-2030 or 1-800-789-WING (9464)

www.IChooseWings.com

Haines to Juneau             Juneau to Haines

Haines to Skagway Skagway to Haines

Depart Arrive Days

  8:30 am  8:45 am Daily
 11:15 am  11:30 am Daily
  2:15 pm 2:30 pm Daily
  5:15 pm 5:30 pm Daily 

  8:55 am 9:10 am Daily
11:40 am 11:55 am Daily 
 2:40 pm 2:55 pm  Daily 
 5:40 pm  5:55 pm Daily

   9:20 am   9:55 am Daily
12:05 pm 12:40 pm Daily
   3:05 pm 3:40 pm Daily
  6:05 pm    6:40 pm Daily

 7:45 am 8:20 am Daily
10:30 am 11:05 am Daily
 1:30 pm 2:05 pm Daily
 4:30 pm 5:05 pm Daily

Depart Arrive Days

Depart Arrive Days Depart Arrive Days

Please check in 30 minutes prior to departure. 
FAA Certi fi ed to fl y IFR from Haines to Juneau.

Mayor alters process for funding requests

Courtesy Van Service To & From Airport·  Business Freight Delivery
Frequent Flyer Program: Save 10 one-way tickets for a FREE one-way ticket!

402 Main Street in Haines   800-354-2479 ·  766-3800

8:30 am
11:30 am via Skagway

2:30 pm
4:30 pm

DEPARTURES

7:30 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm
3:30 pm

Juneau 
to Haines

Haines 
to Juneau

Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament Special     
       March 16th - 26th

     Call for details

Gold Medal Basketball 
Tournament Special        
       March 16th - 26th

     Call for details

LETTERS DEADLINE: 5 pm Mondays

Top Hat Logging
Log Home Packages

Logging / Land Clearing
Problem Tree Removal 

Equipment Hire - 
  Loader, Excavator and

Small Cat
766-2514

Dark Horse Lumber
General Contractor

Log and Frame Homes
Saw Milling

Rough Cut Lumber
Beams and Planed Timbers

314-0049

STUMP COMPANYThe

you do

the math

766-3321

100 gallons of heating oil = 14 million BTUs
1 cord Spruce/Hemlock = 14 million BTUs
$275/cord Split & Delivered 
$650/5-cord load of logs delivered (green)

Asbestos work increases 
cost of school gym floor

ALCOHOLICS
     ANONYMOUS

MON, WED , FRI and SAT
6 - 7 PM

Public Health Conference Room
Main Street, Upstairs Gateway Bldg

Phone Mike: 314-0165

BUSHMASTER
Automotive Inc.

766-3217

OPEN

766-3131

Alaskan Liquor Store
Monday - Saturday 10 am  - 8 pm

 Sunday Noon - 7 pm
Check out our In-Store Specials

208 Main Street  

 Harbor Bar  766-2444      
Open at 2 pm Monday - Saturday 

St. Patty’s Day  Party Saturday 3 pm
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE

Contests of skill with fun prizes 

       OPEN 
   11:30 am- 8 pm Monday - Saturday            

Closed Sunday       766-2442
     

check it 

out →

DINNER 5-8:30
EVERY NIGHT 

EXCEPT TUES

766-2320

MOSEYS ’
CANTINA

    LUNCH 11:30-2:30
     MON, WED, THUR, FRI

By Tom Morphet
Are security cameras around 

Haines waterfront locations a 
good security measure or an 
e x a m p l e  o f  B i g  B r o t h e r 
government infringing on the 
privacy of residents?

The question was zipping 
around the Internet this week, in 
advance of a resolution before 
the Haines Borough Assembly to 
accept a $233,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security for fencing and gates at 
Lutak Dock and cameras at Lutak 
and the Port Chilkoot Dock.

Haines Borough School Board 
member Brenda Jones sent out 
word via e-mail about a similar 
grant that provided the town of 
Dillingham with “80 cameras with 
a live direct feed to our federal 
government in Washington, D.C.” 
while she lived there.

Attached to Jones’ e-mail were 
news stories by CBS News and 
the Los Angeles Times about the 
2009 controversy there about the 
cameras, including a petition drive 
aimed at removing them and a 
battle between a former mayor 
and the town’s chief of police over 
the matter.

By Krista Kielsmeier
Tara Bicknell plans to leave her 

post as news and public affairs 
director for KHNS by early April.

“I don’t have anything specific 
lined up, and it’s not that I want to 
leave the job or KHNS, because 
I really like it,” Bicknell said. 
“Overall, there are just projects 
that I want to work on that I’ve 
put aside while I’ve had this job, 
but I’m not leaving to take another 
job.”

Bicknell, 31, said she wants to 
stay in Haines. She moved here 
from New York City to work for 
Chilkat Guides, and then joined 
KHNS in 2008.

“It really is such an invigorating 
thing to cover news in communities 
where people are so involved and 
they all have history here and 
are committed to living here, 
and there is quite a long list of 
characters,” she said.

A job description for the full-
time opening is available at www.
khns.org.

“We’re definitely looking for 
people with experience and a love 
of radio, because it’s a different 
way of delivering the news,” said 
KHNS manager Kay Clements. 
“It’s going to be hard to replace 
her, but I think the right person 
will show up for us.”

She said one of Bicknell’s 
strengths is “a great,  open 
personality.”

“She’s curious and fun, and 
has a lot of energy and is very 
creative,” Clements said. “She’s 
interested in everybody, so she 
has appeal across a broad range of 
people in the community.”

The next news and public affairs 
director will join a team that 
includes Adam Richard in Haines 
and Misty Wiley in Skagway, who 
each work about 12 hours a week. 
The staff expanded following a 
record-breaking fundraiser last 
summer.

“It’s made a big difference in 
allowing (Bicknell) to pursue 
some of the stronger stories or 
the stories that need a bit more 
experience,” Clements said. “It’s 
a hard job, and there are deadlines 
constantly, so there are more 
people to carry the weight, and 
I think it’s great to have more 
voices on-air, too.”

By Tom Morphet
The Haines Borough School District is seeking an additional 

$250,000 from the State of Alaska for the high school gym floor 
replacement project, owing to a recent $130,000 estimate for 
asbestos abatement.

The district received $250,000 for the project last year.
The asbestos is contained in the glue that attaches the playing 

court’s maple flooring tiles to a cork subfloor, superintendent 
Michael Byer said this week. The cost of asbestos work wasn’t 
known when the district sought initial funds for the project, Byer 
said.

Byer said the $120,000 remainder of the $250,000 request 
would go toward new bleachers. The current bleachers have a 
high, first step that some spectators at basketball games have 
fallen from, he said.

Besides cut-outs for wheelchairs, new bleachers feature a 
central aisle with steps that makes bleachers easier to ascend, he 
said. New bleachers would cost about $100,000.  

The floor is being replaced to add a new, spring-like subfloor 
intended to reduce injuries from falls. Because asbestos-laden glue 
is attached to it, the maple flooring is not re-usable, Byer said.

Former high school principal Gary Matthews said the bleachers 
date to the late 1980s. The maple flooring is original and dates to 
gym construction in 1973, Matthews said. 

In the 1980s, the floor was repaired twice due to water flooding 
issues stemming once from water in roof drains and once from 
condensation when water in an underground utility corridor 
contacted steam pipes.

Byer told the school board last week he hoped to start asbestos 
work immediately following the last day of school, followed by 
floor replacement work.

“Once the cameras were up 
they refused to remove them. To 
add to the insult the cameras are 
not even American made. I hope 
everyone voices their opinion on 
this,” Jones wrote.

Fred Gray, manager of fuel 
supplier Delta Western in Haines, 
responded that, “Tis the season to 
over react to situations.”

Gray said he served on a federal 
grant committee for Southeast 
Alaska that the U.S. Coast Guard 
oversaw.

“We were lucky enough to get 
a grant to put new fences and 
gates at the Lutak Dock facility, 
saving the taxpayers of Haines 
$232,946. We added the cameras 
to the grant for dock security,” 
Gray wrote.

He said the cameras were “to 
be installed and directed to the 
Haines police department or 
the harbormaster’s office, to be 
determined by the Borough.”

“The borough wil l  have 
complete control of what type, 
make and place of manufacturing; 
we can have one camera or 30, to 
be determined by the borough,” 
Gray wrote.

The assembly voted 5-1 

Tuesday to accept the grant, with 
member Norm Smith opposed. 
Cameras on the Port Chilkoot 
Dock for one cruise ship a week 
would be “ridiculous,” he said.

“I don’t want to see (the 
Chilkoot dock) locked up like Fort 
Knox… It belongs to the people of 
the borough, not the Department 
of Homeland Security or anyone 
else. It’s our dock,” Smith said.

Assemblyman Jerry Lapp 
said cameras at the cruise dock 
might deter vandalism there. 
Member Debra Schnabel said 
fencing around Lutak Dock makes 
sense to safeguard valuable or 
hazardous materials there. “If they 
want to throw in a few cameras, I 
don’t have a problem with that.”

Facil i t ies manager Brian 
Lemcke said he didn’t believe 
there would be money left over 
from the grant for cameras but 
noted that the borough’s Tourism 
Advisory Board had inquired 
about security cameras at the 
cruise dock.

Manager Mark Earnest said 
he’d submit a plan for the work to 
the assembly before construction 
started.

Reporter Bicknell leaving KHNS

Cameras at docks trigger concerns 

To avoid “awkward” requests 
for Haines Borough letters to 
support outside funding for local 
organizations, mayor Stephanie 
Scott said she would now seek 
assembly  approval  before 
responding to those inquiries.

Scott at an assembly meeting 
last month said the borough 
supported state funding for 
American Legion, Chilkat Valley 

Preschool, Haines Senior Center 
and Takshanuk Watershed Council 
projects to meet a late-February 
deadline.

“For each one of the requests, 
I was asked or the manager 
was asked to write a letter of 
support,” she said. “I was very 
uncomfortable in this position. 
There wasn’t time for the assembly 
to weigh in on these requests, and 

I did write letters of support for 
every request that came to me.”

Scott said she doesn’t want to 
evaluate which projects are most 
worthy of state money without 
input from assembly members.

She said the process will be 
changed next year so the assembly 
has time to consider the requests.

“We will do our best to alert 
the community to the opportunity 
for making these requests to the 
Legislature, and those requests 
will then come through the 
borough assembly for approval,” 
she said.
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DULY  from page 2

HAINES BOROUGH
NOTICE of EXPIRATION of 

REDEMPTION PERIOD
FORECLOSED PROPERTY

DELINQUENT REAL 
PROPERTY TAXES for 

TAX YEARS 2004 to 2007
 
Notice is given pursuant to Alaska 
Statute 29.45.440 that certain 
real properties, In the Matter of 
2004 through 2007 Delinquent 
Real Property Taxes Owed to the 
Borough of Haines, Alaska, were 
ordered sold and transferred to 
the Haines Borough on March 
18, 2011, by order of the Superior 
Court for the First Judicial District 
at Juneau, State of Alaska, under 
the Judgment and Decree of 
Foreclosure of Real Property Tax 
Liens, Case No. 1JU-10-889-CI.

The time for redemption of these 
proper ties expires on March 
18, 2012.   Redemption may 
be exercised, as provided by 
AS 29.45.400, by any person 
having an interest in the property 
by paying the lien amount plus 
penalties, interest and costs to the 
Haines Borough, P.O. Box 1209, 
Haines, AK 99827, located at 
103 Third Ave. S., Haines, Alaska. 
The 2004-2007 Real Foreclosure 
List with the current accrued 
interest and costs is available at 
the Haines Borough office, (907) 
766-2231.

PAYMENT MUST be PAID by 
CERTIFIED FUNDS, MONEY 
ORDER or CASH, made PAYABLE 
to the HAINES BOROUGH. 

WARNING:  Unless redeemed 
prior to close of business on 
MARCH 19, 2012, at 5:00 p.m., 
all properties ordered sold under 
said Judgment and Decree, shall 
be deeded to the Haines Borough 
immediately on expiration of the 
period of redemption, and every 
right or interest of a person in the 
properties will be forfeited forever 
to the Haines Borough, subject 
only to repurchase rights pursuant 
to Alaska Statute 29.45.470.

Julie Cozzi, Borough Clerk
Published 

Feb. 23, March 1, 8 & 15, 2012
HAINES BOROUGH

(8-11b)

Police Report 

Haines Christian Center A/G
Union & Second St.

We Welcome You
Sunday school-----9 am 

Sunday Worship---- 10 am
Infi nite Life Youth Group

Sunday Evening ----- 7:00 pm
Come and Fellowship with Us 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ

HAINES BAPTIST 
CHURCH
6th & MaiN

Sunday
10:30 am Sun. School & Worship

6:00 pm Worship Service
Wednesday

5:30 pm King’s Club ages 5-12
7:00 pm Prayer & Bible Study

Pastor Royce L. McCoy 314-0387
“...Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

thou shalt be saved...” Acts 16:38
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved...” Acts 16:31

 “Whatever you do, work at it 
   with all your heart.”

1st Ave. South, by the Boat Harbor
www.haineschurch.org

Come & Worship with us!
766-2377 Sundays at 10 am

HAINES
Presbyterian

Church

- Colossians 3:23a

From the Baha’i
Scriptures

 “ O God! Unite 
us and connect 
our hearts with 
Thy indissolu-

ble bond.”
~Baha’u’llah

Request for Bids
Asphalt Surfacing 

The Chilkoot Indian Association is interested in         
surfacing the Chilkoot Estates residential subdivision 
in asphalt before September 30, 2012.  The project         
involves 2,763 lf of subdivision streets, including two 
culs-de-sac.  Subgrade and D-1 will be in place and 
compacted prior to asphalt contract.  Survey redtop 
centerline will be needed, and minor D-1 placement 
may be needed.  

A bid packet is available at the 
Chilkoot Indian Association Tribal offi ces 

up the stairs at 217 Main Street 
and also at http://www.theplansroom.com/

Please contact Scott Hansen, Tribal Transportation 
Coordinator, with questions by e-mail at shansen@
chilkoot-nsn.gov or phone 766-2323.

 Bids accepted until 1 p.m. April 13, 2012

355”

Date High Low Rain Snow

Seasonal Snowfall Total 

WEATHER
In Town

Dalton Cache

27 10  0 0
31 10 Tr Tr
31 16 .27 5.0
32 24 1.1 15.0
35 26 .10 3.0
33 26 .25 2.0
34 21 0 0

Date High Low Rain Snow
Mar 6
Mar 7
Mar 8
Mar 9
Mar 10
Mar 11
Mar 12

Mar 6
Mar 7
Mar 8
Mar 9
Mar 10
Mar 11
Mar 12

36 22  0 .7
32 28 0 12.1
35 28 0 8.8
36 28 0 5.1
32 31 0 9.1
35 30 0 Tr
31 25 0 0

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS         

HS Gym Floor Replacement
 
Soliciting bids from qualified & 
licensed contractors to provide 
construction services to replace 
the High School gymnasium 
floor. Bid deadline: 2 p.m. local 
time, 4/2/12, at the Borough 
Clerk’s Office, Borough Admin 
Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., PO Box 
1209, Haines, AK  99827. Bids 
may be hand-delivered or mailed. 
Bid forms and scope of work are 
available in electronic form only: 
download at www.aeplans.com.  
Contact the Clerk to register as 
a bidder: jcozzi@haines.ak.us or 
907-766-2231 ext. 31.
 

Posted 3/13/12
Julie Cozzi, MMC, Borough Clerk

Monday, March 12
 A message was relayed to a 
relative regarding a family death.
 A complaint was made about 
a snowplow damaging a trailer 
downtown. Police said when the 
snow melts, damages will be 
determined and the complaint 
will be followed up.
Saturday, March 10
 An officer assisted a motorist 
at Third Avenue who slid off the 
road.
 Dispatch received a radio 
report of a vehicle off the road 
at 8 Mile Haines Highway and 
passed the information on to 
state troopers. There were no 
injuries.
 An officer investigated a 
trailer parked on Major Road. 
The owner said the trailer was 
parked there temporarily while 
they dug out their truck.
 A caller reported an injured 
moose near Letnikof. An officer 
dispatched the moose and the 
meat was given to a charity.
 Public works requested police 
assistance with a car obstructing 
snow removal on Beach Road. 
The vehicle was moved before 
police arrived.
 Callers reported poor driving 
conditions on Beach Road and 
Deishu Drive.

Friday, March 9
 A caller reported a vehicle 
on Young Road private property 
without permission. The vehicle 
later was moved off the property.
Officers responded to a request 
for traffic assistance on Beach 
Road due to icy conditions.
 A caller requested a police 
escort to bring an intoxicated 
man to an appointment at 
the Haines clinic. An officer 
responded. The man became 
aggressive with doctors and was 
taken into protective custody.
 A service station reported 
a truck left without paying for 
gasoline.
Thursday, March 8
 A caller reported a person 
blowing snow into a public 
roadway at Fort Seward. An 
officer determined it wasn’t 
creating a public safety risk.
 A  c a l l e r  r e p o r t e d  a n 
intoxicated person had fallen into 
a roadway downtown. An officer 
took the person to the clinic.
 An anonymous caller told 
police of a motorist they said 
had repeatedly driven drunk. A 
similar call was made March 6.
 An officer requested sand 
on Third Avenue at Major Road. 
Traffic was rerouted until the road 
could be plowed and sanded.

 A person reported a snowball 
was thrown through a window at 
a downtown business. An officer 
responded and investigated.
Wednesday, March 7
 A  b u s i n e s s  r e p o r t e d 
an abandoned vehicle in a 
downtown parking lot.
Tuesday, March 6
 State troopers responded to 
a 26 Mile residence due to a 
disturbance involving a minor 
who was intoxicated. A minor 
was charged with consuming 
alcohol.
 A business reported a man 
with mental problems would not 
leave its office. The man was 
taken into protective custody.
 A caller reported trash being 
burned at Deishu Drive. Police 
determined the residence had a 
controlled burn permit and had 
followed the procedure of calling 
it in.
 Alaska Power and Telephone 
was notif ied after a caller 
repor ted a streetl ight was 
hanging and flickering near an 
Allen Road business.
 There were 16 medical calls 
and three calls about dogs.
 The Haines Borough Police 
Department can be reached at 
766-2121.

Ramona Holmes. She saw Judy 
and Terry Jacobson at their 
home south of Kona and also 
spent a week with Liz Marantz-
Falvey and Mike Falvey at their 
family property. Melissa visited 
organic farms and gardens and 
toured the Natural Energy Lab 
with Frank and Ramona. Melissa 
is teaching a permaculture class 
this spring.

Jayden Rettinger represented 
Haines in the 2012 Alaska State 
Spelling Bee in Anchorage last 
week. The fourth grader was 
number 51 of 148 spellers at the 
Alaska Center for Performing 
Arts. While it was “cool being 
up on the big stage,” Jayden 
admitted being nervous before 
the estimated crowd of 1,000 in 
the audience. He was stumped 
in the first round by “romeo.” 
Jayden studied every day up to 
the bee. The trip included his 
first plane ride and a stay in a 
13-floor, downtown hotel with 
dad Jason Rettinger. 

Cynthia Allen is home from 
two months of traveling. She 
was in Farmington, N.M., with 
husband Russ Lyman, who is 
in a physical therapy assistant 
program there. She also spent 
10 days in Texas at a meditation 
retreat center. While Russ 
remains in New Mexico, Cynthia 
is sending a little Haines his way 
in the form of digital birthday 
cards from friends.

D.D. Wallum spent seven 
weeks in Haines with daughters 
Laurie and Lisa Sele and new 

grandbaby George Scott Shove, 
born in January. She stayed with 
Lisa, where she helped decorate 
the nursery with new curtains 
and even took night shifts so 
the new parents, Lisa and Kevin 
Shove, could catch up on sleep. 
She also spent time with brother 
Greg Horner and his family. 
She joined Greg, Leigh and 
Elena Horner on an afternoon 
snowshoe to the Rutzebeck Lake. 
D.D. lives in Iroquois, S.D.

Diana and Jerry Pyle are 
home from four months of 
traveling where they “drove 
way too much, and had a 
great time with children and 
grandchildren.” They spent 
Thanksgiving with their daughter 
and her family in North Carolina, 
and took in a few new shows in 
Las Vegas. In Palm Springs they 
met up with Sue Folletti and 
her mother Jean Clayton, who 
were staying in the same condo 
complex. They visited Diana’s 
sister in Tucson, spent Christmas 
in Austin, Tex. with their son, 
and were in Houston with their 
daughters, their husbands and 
five grandchildren. They also 
met up with their “old domino 
group,” former colleagues from 
Eastern New Mexico University, 
in Portales, N.M., and continued 

to Texarkana, Texas to see their 
son. Jerry and Diana were happy 
to have Jenny Moiso and John 
Etheridge housesit while they 
were away.
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Commercial Space for Lease: 
385+ sq/ft Gallery/ Retail space 
on Broadway in Skagway 
between 5th and 6th, built in 
2007. Contact 603-863-2621 
Eastern Time Zone. (10b)

N O T I C E  O F  P O S I T I O N 
VACANCIES:  The Haines 
Borough School District is 
looking for an elementary 
teacher, and middle school 
math/science teacher for the 
upcoming year, and a high 
school custodian to begin the 
end of March. Positions close 
on March 19th. Please contact 
Ashley at 766-6725 or ashley@
hbsd.net for more information. 
(10,11b)

1.3 acres Nukdik Point Subdivision 
(in townsite), power, telephone, 
water, with stunning water view, 
terms available, $150,000.  
Haines Real Estate 766-3510. 
(36cb) 

FOR SALE: Chilkat Lake. 4 
l o t s . $ 6 5 , 0 0 0 ,  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 
d o w n p a y m e n t ,  t e r m s 
negotiable with owner. Call 
Haines Real Estate 766-3510. 
(1cb) 

5-bedroom, 2 full bathrooms, 
refurbished home - low or 
no down payment with HUD 
financing (l imited amount 
available), buyer must qualify 
for HUD program sales price, 
$113,500. Haines Real Estate, 
766-2240. (36cb)

Bicycle Tour Guide  in Haines - 2012 
season.   Job requirements can 
be found on our website www.
cyclealaska.com or call 766-
2869 with questions. (11cb)

The Haines Borough School 
Distr ict is seeking parent 
volunteers to serve on hiring 
committees this spring.  Please 
contact Ashley at 766-6725 or 
ashley@hbsd.net by Monday, 
March 19th if you are interested. 

Gather your unwanted goods and 
start bagging and boxing now!..
The annual gala Hospice of 
Haines rummage sale is on 
April 21 and 22. (11b)

Positions Available SOON: Line 
Cook, Prep Cook, Server, 
Bar tender,  Maintenance. 
Appy in person at Lighthouse 
Restaurant or email informaiton 
to theharbor@aptalaska.net. 

KHNS is seeking the right person 
to become our next News 
and Public Affairs Director. 
Complete job description online 
at www.khns.org. Submissions 
by email or online, no phone 
calls, please. (10,11b)

Coming this Spring: The 
Lost Coast Surf Shop will 
be accepting clothing for 
consignment sales so start 
saving your quality stuff! (10b)

4-bdrm,  1.5-bath home on 1.5 
acres on Small Tracts Rd. 
$215,000. Call 766-2218. (10b) 

DRY CANADIAN LOGS for sale. 
Truckload quantit ies. Call 
Dimok Timber, 867-634-2311. 
(1cb) 

Un-Classified Ads Chilkat Valley News classifieds  published free on our website! 
chilkatvalleynews.com

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

 
2012 BOROUGH FLOWERS

 
Soliciting proposals from qualified 
businesses to furnish flowers, 
watering, fer ti l izing & dead-
heading services throughout the 
summer season. The planting 
shall be completed no later than 
May 22, 2012.  Bid deadline: 4pm 
local time, 3/27/12, at the Borough 
Clerk’s Office, Borough Admin 
Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., PO Box 
1209, Haines, AK  99827.  Bids 
may be hand-delivered or mailed.  
The RFP document is available 
by contacting the Clerk’s Office at 
the above address, 907-766-2231 
ext.31, jcozzi@haines.ak.us, or 
visiting www.hainesborough.us.
 

Posted 3/5/12
Jamie Heinz, Deputy Clerk 

(10-11b)

HAINES BOROUGH
REQUEST FOR BIDS

 
Public Safety Building 

Boiler Replacement
 
Soliciting bids from qualified, 
licensed contractors to replace the 
boiler and associated equipment at 
the Public Safety Building. The job 
shall be completed no later than 
August 30, 2012.  Bid deadline: 
2pm local time, 3/29/12, at the 
Borough Clerk’s Office, Borough 
Admin Bldg, 103 Third Ave S., 
PO Box 1209, Haines, AK  99827.  
Bids may be hand-delivered or 
mailed.  Bid documents inc. 
Instructions to Bidders, forms, 
specs & drawings are available 
by contacting the Clerk’s Office at 
the above address, 907-766-2231 
ext.31, jcozzi@haines.ak.us, or 
visiting www.hainesborough.us.

 
Posted 3/8/12   

Jamie Heinz, Deputy Clerk
(10,11b) CALL COLDWELL BANKER

In Haines: Call Glenda Gilbert
766-3511 or 321-3512

Visit our Website at www.racerealty.com
Making Real Estate Real Easy.  Call (907)789-0555

 Fax (907)789-8460
2103 N. Jordan Ave
 Juneau, AK 99801

HAINES BOROUGH
POSITION VACANCY

HARBORMASTER
 

Hiring a FT, perm. Harbormaster. 
Responsible for the security, 
maintenance, repair, space rental, 
and safe usage of boat harbors, 
and municipal docks.  Wage: 
$23.97 - $24.87 per hour plus 
full benefits inc. med ins.  Union 
position.  Minimum Requirements:  
HS Grad or Equiv., 2 yrs law 
enforcement, harbor mgmt. or 
related field.  Detailed job desc 
& req app. form available from 
the Clerk’s Office, 766-2231, 
jcozzi@haines.ak.us, or visit www.
hainesborough.us  First Review of 
Applications is 3/29/12.  Open until 
filled. EOE

Posted: 3/8/12
Jamie Heinz, Deputy Clerk 

(10,11b)
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Pioneer Bar 
Open Every Night 

at 5 p.m.
 trivia night 

Every Sat.  8-10 pm

BAMBOO
ROOM 

Restaurant
7 am - 2 pm   5 - 8 pm
Fri • Sat • Sun • Mon

Samurai Window Cleaning
314-0904

- Free Estimates -

Get 10% OFF!

It’s time to think visitors!
RESERVE YOUR
AD SPACE NOW

in the 39th edition of the

Contact us for information 
on rates and ad placement.

Phone 766-2688 • Fax 766-2689
cvn@chilkatvalleynews.com

or stop by our offi ce on Main Street

We’ll show you how easy it is.

Ads Deadline March 15
Circulation 35,000

No Billing Until June

HAINES
VISITOR’S GUIDE

~ Aborigine saying 

Massage & Somatic Work

“The more you know, the less you need.”

Also on Saturday, Buyarski 
will present on growing potatoes 
and garlic; Jewell on herbs and 
edible flowers; Jeff Smeenk of 
Alaska Cooperative Extension 
on high tunnels and gardening, 
and soils and fertility; Snyder of 
Alaska Cooperative Extension 
on homestead food production; 
and James David Sneed on “The 
Real Skookum on Seed Packets 
and Catalogs.”

Resident Rob Goldberg, who 
has grown fruit here more than 
20 years, speaks 4 p.m. Saturday. 
Helped by a state grant, Goldberg 
recently built a greenhouse for 
his trees.

 “A big challenge is the cool 
summer, because a lot of fruit 
won’t ripen here without a certain 
number of what they call heat 
units, and that is basically time 

fed the horses straw he bought. 
Although straw lacks nutritional 
value, it can keep a horse warm 
by keeping its stomach active, 
Henderson said.

Then, he said, he called Haines 
Animal Rescue Kennel. HARK 
cared for the horses until Feb. 8 
and Henderson paid for feed after 
that. Henderson said McEwen 
told him she’d pay for feeding 
them only from Feb. 23 through 

March 6. 
Henderson said he’d likely 

have to go to small claims court 
to recoup about $1,000 for his 
care of the animals between Feb. 
8 and Feb. 23.

McEwen has not returned 
messages left for her. 

over 65 degrees Fahrenheit during 
the day,” Goldberg said. “We need 
sunny, warm days in order for fruit 
to ripen, and some of our summers 
just are not warm enough.”

Conference tickets are available 
at the door or at Babbling Book. 
The $30 fee includes lunch on 
Saturday and a panel discussion on 
political and economic realities of 
food. Donations will be accepted 
at the Friday and Sunday talks.

For more information, visit 
the Southeast Alaska Master 

Gardeners website at www.
seakmg.org.

to hire consultants for specific 
projects, if needed,” Smith said. 
“The current arguments for 
this new position are the same 
arguments that were presented to 
the assembly to create the public 
facilities director’s position, 
which I recall paid $80,000 a 
year (salary).”

None of the $28,359 budgeted 
for the remaining six months of 
the assistant’s employment in 
fiscal year 2012 has been spent. 

Money for the new position, 
that includes benefits, would come 
from money drawn from grants 
and the capital improvement, 
economic development and 
general funds, Earnest said. He 
suggested a starting wage of at 
least $25 an hour.

Earnest said he has been 
“somewhat reluctant” to fill the 
opening, but borough staff is 
“running out of steam.”

“I have a very, very deep 
concern about not only the current 
fiscal financial situation, but the 
future, and that concerns me 
greatly,” he said. “Does this run 
against what I would like to do? 
Yes, but at the same time, I think 
we can find ways to use other 
funds that don’t compete with 
library, do not compete with the 
school district.”

The assembly in January 

directed Earnest to hire an assistant 
by April 10. Also in January, 
members approved an 18-month 
contract extension and 2 percent 
pay raise for Earnest, upping his 
annual salary to $108,120.

The borough’s personnel 
committee then recommended 
the move to a permanent assistant 
position with benefits and helped 
prepare a revised job description 
for recruiting candidates.

“We talk a lot about economic 
development  and  how we 
improve that in our community, 
and I’ve come to believe that 
the biggest role for the borough 
and the assembly in economic 
development is shoring up our 
infrastructure and improving 
our infrastructure,” said Joanne 
Waterman, committee chair. “I 
think the more assistance that the 
administrative department has 
being able to do that is a good 
thing.”

She referred to communication 
from residents Jerry Erny and 
Anne Marie  Palmier i  that 
expressed concerns about filling 
the position.

Palmieri in an interview this 
week said she wasn’t necessarily 
opposed to the assistant job, 
but she had qualms about the 
assembly’s process and timing. 
She said the borough is facing 

a potential budget shortfall due 
to uncertainty at the state and 
federal level.

“My suggestion was that 
before the borough commits to 
an assistant manager position 
that’s $81,000 and a permanent 
position, that they wait to find out 
what their income is going to be 
for next year,” Palmieri said.

The assembly on Tuesday 
discussed delaying the hire until 
at least July 1, the start of the 
next fiscal year, or continuing 
the position as budgeted – non-
benefited and temporary – but 
brought neither option to a vote.

“These days, what I see going 
on there at the office is we’re 
overworking our staff, we’re 
giving them more and more to do, 
and they’re not going to be able 
to keep up,” said assemblyman 
Jerry Lapp.

Schnabel told the Chilkat Valley 
News this week that upon her 
hire in January 2011, at a wage 
of nearly $23 an hour without 
benefits, she told Earnest she 
wished to have her pay bumped to 
$30 an hour by June 30, to match 
her previous pay as a contractor 
to the borough. After reading in 
the upcoming budget that Earnest 
had set her pay at $25 an hour, she 
resigned, she said.

Earnest had no comment on 
Schnabel’s pay.

such as digging a snow pit, and he 
didn’t remember Liberman doing 
any tests. But he said he didn’t 
know it would have mattered, as 
such tests aren’t foolproof. “It 
wasn’t apparent to any of us that 
it was a danger.”

The group had been skiing 
Monday and the snow seemed 
firm enough that on Tuesday 
Bailey packed only his Avalung, 
and not the air bag. The other 
clients in the group carried both 
safety devices, he said.

“The stability was good, but 
different peaks, and different 
e l e v a t i o n s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t 
exposures…,” he said. 

Liberman had worked for 
Alaska Heliskiing for six years. 
In a narrative on the company’s 
website, he described himself as 
a former college ski racer.

Dodov’s trip here was his first, 
and he was accompanied by three 
close friends, including Bailey, 
a skiing buddy from eastern 
California.

Both Liberman and Dodov rated 
their skiing ability as “expert” in 
pre-tour paperwork filed with 
the company. Dodov wrote that 
he skis 100 days a year. Other 
clients in Dodov’s group Tuesday 
included Casey O’Steen, 35, of 
Murphy, Calif., Brandon Corbett, 
34, also of Murphy, and Ryan 
Kirkpatrick, 28, of Salem, Ore.

Trooper Bentz said Alaska 
Heliskiing had three helicopters 
working in rotation and 40 
skiers, including six guides, on 
the mountains at the time of the 
avalanche.

Erik Stevens, Haines avalanche 
forecas te r  fo r  the  Alaska 
Avalanche Information Center, 
said he’d posted a warning of 
“considerable” avalanche danger 
in Haines Sunday, his most recent 
update. 

Although the center’s scale 
of avalanche danger includes 
higher ratings including “high” 
and “extreme,” most human-
caused avalanches occur at the 
“considerable” notch because the 
danger then is most difficult to 
discern, he said.

“No one goes out when it’s 
‘extreme,’ and when it’s ‘high’ 
you know which slopes are going 
to slide. It’s easier to predict,” 
Stevens said.

Avalanche danger increases 
when a heavy snow falls on 
m u l t i p l e  w e a k  l a y e r s  o f 
accumulation, as occurred late 
last week, he said. Stevens had 
ratcheted up the danger to “high” 
on Thursday and Friday, when 
several mountains shed during 
“natural” avalanches.

“The problem is that not every 
slope has reached the critical 
amount of snow that causes a 
natural slide to occur,” he said.

Recent cool weather in the 
mountains means that layers 
of accumulated snow hadn’t 
compressed and bound together, 
he said. Stevens said south winds 
last week would have tended to 
load snow onto the north sides 
of peaks.

Alaska Heliskiing co-owner 
Vicki Gardner declined to answer 
questions about the accident this 
week, but issued a statement. “We 
are all in a great state of mourning 
over the loss of our dear friend 
and our hearts and thoughts are 
with the family and friends of 
both victims… I would like to 
thank everyone in Haines for 
your expressions of compassion 
received yesterday and today.”

The company suspended 
operations Wednesday and was 
reportedly conducting its own 
accident investigation. 

The Helpful Hardware Crew

Premium Doug Fir
Milgard Windows
Diamond Cabinets

ASC Roofi ng


